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" L9 W Jl rBSaal li ^ OOlKlu^^ and plentiful. Direct flights operate from Delhi to 


Kashmir in autumn is golden colours m a 
dreamland. With shady forest glades whore 
rallow and gold leaves lie in a rustling carpet, 
here's such a lot to see and experience. Such a 
lot to do. Riding, boating, golfing, strolling... 
everything you've always wanted to do on a 
holiday 

There's a chairlift at 
Gulmarg for a wonderful 
view of the Himalayas 
Picturesque mountain 
cabin.s near Pahalgam. 
Cosy houseboats and 
sacred Amamath. A new 
winter blowing 
down the valley 
And a lot more. 


You can spend Rs. 300 a day. Or just 30. Without 
missing out on anything. Acoonnnodation is good 
and plentiful. Direct flights operate from Delhi to 
Jammu and Srinagar. State transport buses and taxis 
ply upto Srinagar. 

Your travel U|ent or 

nearest tourist omoe will jrv 

tell you when, where and 
how to go on the holiday 
of your life. 

On a budget. 


V' 


Your kindof hcJidav. 
On vourkindof btidgi^ 



|«K TOURISM 

For furthar information 
contact Touriat Officer, 
J & K Govarnmant 

New DaiM 
Chandrslok Suildine 
Janpath 
Tel 345373 
Bombay 

129 Manaktea Wadia Bldg. 
M. G. Road 
Tel 273830 

Ahmadabad 
Airlinat House 
Lai Oarwaza 
Tal 20473 

Calcutta 
f2 Chowringhae 
Tal 233268 
Hyderabad 

Room No. 30 

Lai Bahadur Stadium 

Amritsar 

2 Court Road 
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JUST ARRIVED 



ENCYCLOR^ECMA 

BRITANNICA-S 

1979 EDITION 

30 VOLUMES 
Rs 5,500 

The newest Bntannica-3 comes in 3 sections MtCROPAE- 
DIA gives Ready Reference in 10 volumes to those who 
need information quickly MACROPAEDIA gives Know¬ 
ledge in Depth in 19 volumes to those who want to 
undertake a leisurely study PROPAEDIA gives Outline of 
Knowledge in a single volume on the ten fields of human 
knowledge and their inter-relationships The complete 
edition conlains 33,500 pages and 26,000 illustrations, 
over 6,000 of which aie in colour 


OTHER BRITANNICA PUBLICATIONS 


1977 TO 1979 
YEAR BOOK 
OF THE 
SCIENCE AND 
THE FUTURE 

Rs. 140/- each 


1975 TO 1979 
BRITANNICA 
BOOK 
OF THE 
YEAR 

Rs. 140/- each 

websteTwhird 

I NEW INTERNATIONAL! 
DiaiONARY 
(Includes a seven 
language Dictionary)! 
3 Volumes 
Rs. 650/. 


1977 TO 1979 
HEDICAL 

AND 
HEALIH 
ANNUAL 

Rs. 140/- each 

"BRlrANNiar 

ATLAS 

* S&8 payes JJ4 in tuM 
colour 

^*196 full colour poltltcai 
physicnl m4p& 

9 61 addiiioofil full colour 
maps b chans 
E Essantial statistics for 
all countries 

Rs. 450/- 

THE GREAT 
IDEAS TODAY 

1978 Edition 

480 pages. 100 pictures 
to keep you abreast of 
recent developments ir 
arts and sciences Has 
been wnlten for tho<>e 
who are concerned about 
what IS going on in the 
world 

Rs. 150/- 


BRITANNICA GREAT BOOKS OF THE 
WESTERN WORLD 
54VOLUMES 

•Modern master key to 3,000 years of wisdom *443 great works by 
74 authors • 32,000 pages coveting 3.000 topics and 102 basic ideas 
•The 2-volume Syntopicon gives you 163,000 references to over 
3,000 topics •An endless source of pleasure for the entiie family 

Ra 4,500 

BRITANNICA JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

15 VOLUMES 

•Devised for senior school and college students •Corielated with 
subtects taught in classroom •12,272 photographs, paintings, maps 
& 102 informative articles H, 

CHILDREN'S BRITANNICA 

20 VOLUMES 

•Designed on the pattern of Encyclopaedia Britannica for children of 
10-16 age group •Informative write-ups lor children •Illustrated with 
black & white and colour pictures ^ 

YOUNG CHILDREN'S ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

16 VOLUMES 

•Storehouse of knowledge for the growing child “Gives purposeful 
information to inquisitive young students in simple language ‘Each 
page illustrated with colour pictures Rs 650 

S. CHAND & COMPANY LTD 

Ram Nagar, New Delhi-110055.Phones : 517531 32 

Show Room : 4/ 16-B, Asaf All Road, New Delhi-110(M)2 

. 8.irigdiorR • Bompay Calrulto Co< tito HydfurHbAd lufiurtdur 1 lu Kmuw Muduis Nagpio Patna 
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On 

toasts 


Over 

crackers 




Between 
V breads 



With 

desserts 


Inside 



puffs... 


We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 

NOG4 


Mixed fruit jam Orange M-m-marmalade 

The choicest fruits Made from fresh-picked 
get themselves into Nagpur oranges.A delicious 
this jam. way to eiijoy an orange. 


And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 
to toast yourself Mangojam 
at breakfast Strawberry jam 

And Guava jelly 



NOGA -IT'S ONLY NATURAL! 


Mahnrnshtrf) Agio liuiusirios Development Corporotion Ltd Nuga Unit. Nagpin 


MAIO (i /!l 



OHNSfll 


*54 pkasute to give... ajoytoitcdve 


Wonderful Cruiser gift sets: nestling in cozy gift packs. To greet the 
happiest New Year, congratulate a newly-wed couple, or a bright student. 
Choose from an attractive range, including the distinguished 
Cruiser Quartz.,. and celebrate! 



1 1^1# Flair Pen Company. 4. .Sonal Apartments. Jai Prakash Nagar, Goregaon (East), Bombay 400 063 
Telephone; 6S3564 Gram<; CRUISER PEN 


OBM.'3396 









air compressors 



The Indian Standards Institution has 
been set up by the Government of 
India to establish standards of 
quality which are accepted interna¬ 
tionally. Hence, it is a matter of 
great pride that Elgi Air Compressors 
are the first Indian-made compressors 
to receive the ISI mark—the seal 
of quality. 



Elgi Equipments Limited 

India House 
Trichy Road 
Coimbatore 641 018 
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Both fabrics were stamped 
polyester. 



The'Terene' Trademark 
made 

the difference! 


These days, the market is flooded with 
inferior blends of polyester fabrics all 
stamped to confuse you These fabrics 
do not live up to the promise of polyester. 
After a few washes they crease, they 
shrink, they look shabby — because of 
insufficient polyester content. 


Only mills fabrics which have passed 
CAFTs strictest inspection tests for 
crease recovery and shrinkage can carry 
the 'Terene' trademark. Terene' fabrics 
have the correct blend—the right poly¬ 
ester content. That's why they stay smart, 
look as good as new, wash after wash. 


Don't take chances. Be 100% sure you're buying correctly blended polyeeter. 
Pick the fabric with the Terene' trademark —it gives you value for your 


money. 



means the correct blend-everytime! 
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cHAItRA-CAFI-uO: 



Gas and Indigestion. High Cholesterol. Joint Pains. 

Can you live with these 
proUems after thirty? 



Ihucan. 

With Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls. 


Your body's resistance is not the same 
as when you were younger. Now.you need 
to take extra care of yourself. 

Medical authorities have proved the 
age-old wonder of garlic therapy. 

Sophisticated medical tests 
confirm the preventive and curative 
properties of garlic therapy. 

^'It relieves gas and indigestion, eases 
heartburn. 


But, in Ranbaxy,,s Garlic Pearls, the 
pure, concentrated extract of raw gaihr. is 
available in a convenient, odourless fotni 

Taken regularly, Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls 
help both men and women overcome 
so many health problems. 

Ranbaxy : A name doctors trust. 

Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls is zt pioduct of 
Ranbaxy Laboratoiies- - a name tire 
medical profe.ssion has come to trust 


4£rtt reduces high cholesterol levels. 

It helps ease disabling joint pains. 

It prevents and controls recurring 

coughs and colds. 

Ranbaxy's Garlic Paaris -all the 
goodness of raw garlic without the 
smell. 

Raw garlic, once cooked, loses its 
curative properties. 


Look after yourself. 



RANBAXY'S The natural way to all-round health. 




$B.463f (R) 


In a quiet les-Klential suhatb 
in Flushinq. Borouqt'. of 
Oueoiir., Ndw Yorli City, 
wtiicti IS U ti rTioetiri'.; pt.int 
foi about KJ.OOC IniJians 
resiaiiig m md arourid 
New York, we aie setting 
up a branch spncially 
designed to catoi to tfie 
banking needs of our 
compatriots. Tiirougli ttns 
now brant h. No^ York 
Indians will I ave access 
to the remotest part of Indiri 
and could avail themselves 


of th<' excellent services 
w'lK h India's prime bank is 
crgiabli’ of prov'iding. In 
additiori, they would also 
fie wei-ome to use ttie SBI's 
gniA'irig overseas network. 

frin FLUSHINrj oranch 
IS SRI';. FOljRrn opeiatum 
in the Ir.SA. (The oihe' 
tiiO'e off'ces are in New Yorl- 
City, C.hir.ago and 
Los Arigi'les) This bi.irirfi 


commitment to be of service 
to Indian expatriates abroad. 

You must be having an 
interf;5t in New York. Then, 
rerrlcrnbet our Flushing 
ac'd'iT.s 

State Bank of India 
4? 08 M.im nfreer. Flushing. 
New Yo'k 1 !:ibb. U S.A. 

IMPCiTY. NL'WYORK. 
1 ek'iiticne. (?1 ?) 

448-3000. 
WUI 045032. 


C.rb!<' 

but ore iiliislratior. Ciur Telex 

State Bank 

Letis come closer 
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ijiy# I Dilbo is bustin'all over. 

In America.Europe,Great Britain. 

imillj And now—wham! 

HMV comes in with a high. 
HHH voltage package of 10 stereo 
QI^I%iock busters—the biggest 
skigb release from the world over i 
l^rab one or more and 
get on the floor. 


Body to body 
Orlando RIva Sound 
A real live wire 
connection I 
Don't walk...boogie 
Various artistes 
Bump, .grind., don't 
walk .. boogie. And then 
do it again. 

C'est Chic—Chic 
Disco power in velvet 
gloves. 

Haven't stopped 
dancing yet—Gonzales 
Pulsating Disco funk. 

LaBionda—La Bionda 
That's how the Italians 
do it I 


Disco delivery 
D. D. Sound 
Supercharged! 

New dimensions 
Three Degrees 
Explore by degrees. . 
I'm a man—Macho 
Prove it! 

Rock fever 
Various artistes 
Reach the pilch! 

Big disco movie hits 
Geoff Love's big 
Disco Sound 
uh, uh, uh, uh. 
stayin' alive... 
stayin’ alive... 


Manufactured snd disVibuted by 

The Gramophone Con^iany 
of Imlia 
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More man cnaran Singh who ooweo uui aiier onjy 
days in office, there was one other fallen by the way- 
side . Democracy, bruised and battered. And the 
slaycis were the gamblers for power The big question 
IS whether the ailing system can be put back on its feet, 
particufarly with Sanjay Gandhi putting on the mantte 
of a conslitulicnal authority. 
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It was a tragedy unparult- 
cled in Independent India's 
histo.'y On August 11 a 
wall of water over 15 feet 'j ; 
high suddenly engulfed the ^ 
tiny city of Morvi The e'l 
sudden death that struck jejU 
the whole population and 
the scenes that the rescue 
workers unearthed were ‘ 
reminiscent of Pompeii. 


Faith returned in Indian cricket. It happened at Lord’s. 
The chosen people who showed the way were Dilip 
Vengsarkar uiid tl'.et absent-minded maestro — Vishwa- 
nath A M-l i.'-iort plus photographs by Patrick 
Eagai 



Cover transparencies of Mrs Gandhi by Dharam Pal and 
Charan Singh and Jagjivan Ram by Kamai Sahai. 
















Unstable kursi 

A propos of Kewal Varma’s article 
“I'ho last chance to outwit Mrs 
Gandhi” (.luly 29) Charan Singh has at 
last grabb<'d the kursi of his dreams. 
Hiough it is premature to predict 
how sate he is in his kursi, the fact 
that his kursi is very unstable is 
quite clear. 

Ramanond Sharma. New Delhi. 

YOUR cover story on the recent 
events in lielhi has .shown the depths 
to which politicians can stoop to 
satisfy their lust for power. Ideology 
is cast aside and politicians, un¬ 
scrupulously, switch camps. The poli¬ 
tical scene in India is in a shambles. 
If God is in heaven, let him hear us. 
For all is not right with the world— 
and certainly not with India. 

Barraj, Srmugar. 

KEWAL VARMA says that Mr 
Charan Singh will be ably assisted 
in the game of outwitting people 


by ma.ster tactidans, Urs and Bahu- 
guna. This means they can be foils 
to Mrs Gandhi. However, all these 
leaders put together do not possess 
the capabilities of Indira Gandhi, 
For the past two years the Ptess 
has been critidsing her but the 
people still flock to see Mrs Gatidhi 
wherever she goes. If Mr Urs. a 
mere time-server, thinks he can go 
one over Mrs Gandhi he is mistaken. 
People have seen through his game 
and he is no longer itlic bluo-eyed 
boy in his own State. 

K. Radhika, Madras. 

IN asking Mr Charan Singh to form 
a Government, the President has 
adopted a method which has no 
parallel in the history of Indepen¬ 
dent India. For the first time the 
country will see the new Govern¬ 
ment born out of disobedience of 
moral law.s and out of opportunism. 
How long the new supporters con¬ 
tinue to support Mr Singh remains 
to be seen. They will demand their 
share and the biggest will be de¬ 
manded by Mrs Gandhi. Except for 
Jana Sangh and the CPI(M) none of 
the Parties have emerged with 
honours. The Congress (S) threw 
its principles to the winds in the 
hope of sharing power. It is a pity 
that Mr Charan Singh is relying on 
such forces a.s the Congress (S), the 
Socialist group led by the master of 
defertions Mr Madhu Limayc, the 
Bahuguna group and the opportunist 
Parly of India, the CPI. Even the 
hero of the issue, Mr Naraln sees 
some virtue in Mrs Gandhi's Emer¬ 
gency. 1 think the following lines 
can be applied to this Government: 
Barhaad Bharat kame ko. 

Ek ht defertor kaafi hai; 

Har kur.ii pc defector baithe hatn, 
Anjaame Bharat kya hoga? 

Narmdra Kr. Parakh, Calcutta. 

WITH the President’s invitation to 
Mr Charan Singh to form a Govern¬ 
ment there is just a temporary lull 
in the political impasse created by 


the resignation of Mr Desai’s Govern¬ 
ment. But this new Government Is 
composed of groups and Parties who 
could never see eye to eye in the 
pa.st on any issue of naUonal im¬ 
portance. 'They can hardly be ex¬ 
pected to provide staUUty or 
cohesiveness. 

S. S. Datta, Cachar, 

ONE can now appreciate the wisdom 
and foresight of Mr Desai when he 
had at one time suggested the name 
of Rukmini Arundale for the post 
of President instead of Mr Sanjeeva 
Reddy. Perhaps, she with her naive, 
apolitical background, would have 
recalled Mr Desai instead of Mr 
Charan Singh to hbad a minority 
Government. Kudos to President 
Reddy for his dexterous handling of 
the situation. 

Koneti, Cuttack. 

MR BARUN SENGUPTA aptly points 
out that Mr Sanjeeva Reddy bad 
been behaving more like a politi¬ 
cian than as the President in the 
recent political crisis. It was unfor¬ 
tunate that the President, the Con¬ 
stitutional head, could not keep him¬ 
self above the dirty game of politics. 
Stability should have been his 
watchword. Yet he invited Mr 
Charan Singh to form a minority and 
an unstable coalition Government, as 
if ito help Chaudhury Sahab to fulfil 
is lifelong ambition. He has there- 
y .set an unhealthy precedent. 

Ajay Kumar, Chandiffarh. 

MR SANJEEVA REDDYs tackling 
of a ConstiiLutional crisis from' a 
political angle was most unfortunate 
(“Why did the President delay; ?” by 
Baum Sengupta). His vacillation 
only revealed bis lack of knowedge 
of the situation. The delay and his 
letter to Mr Chavan with a poliiical 
overtone were aU part of his politi¬ 
cal game. The question of Mr 
Chavan enlisting national talents 
does not arise since it is beyond Con¬ 
stitutional i^priety. 

Avdur Rahim, Secunderabad. 


Here's a fighter 

lirHO says Indian politicians arc 
VV self-centred, priggLsb, power- 
hungry crooks? At least people like 
Mr H. N. Bahuguna (“Why 1 ls:ft”, 
July 29), Raj Narain and other mem¬ 
bers of the. Janata (S) do not belong 
to th.it Cdlrgory. In fart they 
deserve great appreciation for their 
role in fighting communal forces and 
restoring secularism. A great ach¬ 
ievement ! 

Jaya Chohan, Secunderabad. 

IT IS hearU»ning that Mr Bahuguna 
has advocated the restoration of the 
minority rhnractcr to Aligarh Muslim 


University. There is in fact nothing 
communal in this demand. The aim 
ot this univer.sity is to preserve and 
piomote the Mu.slim contribution in 
India’.s culture, traditions and acade¬ 
mic advance of the Mu.slini roni- 
munity at the same. lime. Simultane- 
ou.slv, its doors are open to students 
of other communities as weil. 

Hasan Zia Naqi’i. Amroha. 

MR BAHUGUNA poses as the 
nie‘.siah to Indian Muslims, although 
it is diflirult to ^ce.rtain whether he 
Ls .serious in hLs intention or whether 
this is vet another political stunt. He 
has linked the lamaat-e- Islam! with 
the RSS although the former is an 
ideological organisation who.se mess¬ 


age is for the whole of mankind, 
i-iespective of rcligioiT. The RSS. by 
wav of contrast. Ls a Hindu organisa 
tion. Therein lies the difference. 
Masruor Ahmed, Gaya. 

THE interview conforms with the 
opportunistic politics with which Mr 
Bahuguna has associated himself. He 
left Mrs Gandhi’s Party to fight 
against authoritarianism and has now 
deserted the Janata at a very opp¬ 
ortune moment to combat conlmuna- 
lism. He seems to possess the tim¬ 
ing and reflexes of a soccer striker. 
The charges he levelled first against 
Mrs Gandhi and now against the 
Janata are laughable. 

Nirmalyo Boral. Calcutta. 





Barely true 

I T IS a paradox to read in some 
English, Tamil and Malayalam 
journals that actress Sujatha has 
said the scenes in Bhrashtu directed 
by Sukumaran T. in which she bared 
herself above her waist were not 
hers but of a dupe artiste. We do not 
think that she would tell a lie since 
she herself knows fully well that she 
acted in those scenes. Secondly, she 
cannot contradict the technicians and 
other artists who witnessed the shoot¬ 
ing of the film. Audiences in Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu will easily recognise 
her face when they view the film. 
Further,as the accompanying photo¬ 
graph will prove, it is Sujatha her¬ 
self. In the light of these facts we 
arc leaving it to the public to give 
their verdict after seeing the film as 
to who is the liar. 

RaaqachUva, Film Producers, Madras. 


Misreported 

I WAS indeed surprised to read an 
item in "This India" (July 16) 
regarding the wife of a senior officer 
of the RDSO being involved in 
“Adam-leasing”. In fact, con¬ 
trary to the report, as taken 
from the Pioneer, the wife of no 
officer, senior or junior has been in¬ 
volved. 

R. K. Shukla, Lucknow 


Facts disputed 

stxutt war" by Mario 

VJ Cabral c Sa (July 8) con¬ 
tains many a mistaken My 
claim Ls based on the authoiily of 
being an ex agent of I’orce 136 
(Ministiy of Economic Warlare Liai 
.son OHice) of Briti.sh Intelligence 
deployed in the Ea.slern Theatre 
during Woild War li. .Sir Galvin V. 
Stuart (not (Javin .Stuari as men¬ 
tioned in the artiele) wa.s niv bo.«s 
and his rountiTpar! in .South-East 
Asia was Sir C. 11. Maikenzie, a 
lame, s:tout Engiishm.m Colonel 
Pugh wa.s Matkenrie’s militarv 
advisei i.nd l ord John tinard Callie 
w.i,s his Intelligence adviser. T 
wonder wh.'t compelled -Sir Stnar” 
ami Colonel Pugh to visit Goa to 
to kill "Trompela” when they had 
hundreds and thousands of agents 
and commandos at their disposal to 
kill anyone they liked and change 
aiiv government they wished. We 
killed many vnemv agents in and 
outside India, We were deadly, in¬ 
famous and ruthlesslv efficient 

Mount batten’s SEAC was based at 
Kandv and not Colombo as men¬ 
tioned in ‘Ate article. Pugh wa.« not 
the director of country .sections 
Burma, rrencli Tndofliin:i. 

M.-Il.r,.i, <o: r.:-.' wer- 

conini.inded Oy' f.i-i-jnci Wemys-s, 



False rumour 

I N “Khaas Baat” (July 22) you have 
published an t’em falsely ran* 
neoting me with the Malayalam 
actor Jose. I do not know where 
y 9 U got the particulars, which are 
contrary ito facts and hereby denied, 
but On the basis of your report, all 
South Indian magazines have started 

S luoting the same about me. I am a 
eading star of the South and this 
kind of false rumour will definitely 
affect my prestige and honour in iihe 
industry as well as among the pub¬ 
lic. You should have published the 
item after verifying the facts. 
Seema, Madras 


What s the game ? 

I^VID McMahon and Nirraal 
mJ Milra’s “Calcutta's football hooli¬ 
gans" (July 29) niade clear how 
violence dominates this popular 
sport. Gone are the days when the 
three big clubs used to the play on 
the same day and a Mohun Bagan 
supporter could freely discuss the 
meri'ls and demerits of the East 
Bengal team in the midst of their 
fans. It is a nightmare for office- 
goers to m-olong their stay in the 
vicinity of the maidan after a foot¬ 
ball match in which a big team has 
played. 

Tndrajit Barori, Calcutta. 


Coioni'l Gardiner. Colonel (Soddard, 
Majoi Crosslcy and Major Dawson 
lespocbvely. 

1 would advise the author, publi- 
shons and inovieniakers to consult 
mv book “Behind the Enemy Lines" 
(published by Sterling Publishers 
Pvt Ij’.d, New Delhi, price lU 30) to 
get a complete picture of this dread¬ 
ed force. I claim to be the first 
man in the world to expose this 
secret service eight years before 
James Lcasor’s book I'he Boardmg 
Partij was published by William 
Heinemann, London. I would re¬ 
gard i* a.s an honour ilj L could be 
of atiy assistance to the Hollywood 
film producers. 

Dharuundra Gaur, Gorakhpur. 

Mario Cahrai e Sa replkv: J do 
not dispute MrGaur’s clam to autho¬ 
rity and personal knowledge. As 
ex-agent he would probably know 
that British Admiralty records are 
not divulged before a statutory 36- 
year thne-lag. What the British 
Admiralty and Bonn have divulged— 
in 1978—confirms the basic facts of 
James Leasor’s book and my story. 
If It was Galvin and not Cavm, good 
luck to either, should there be a 
printer’s devil somewhere, but my 
sources mention “Gavin”. 

Colin Hercules MacKemie, with 
his wooden leg, was controller of 
.WF Pugh hod a r'de in the 
'Ir uipet- opf'ratkm which wa.v much 


more decisive to mv ntirc 
MacKemie who, fncideniah'y. l.v'' 
vetoed the action on the iiiipr T 
Sluart and Pugh kidnapped 
peta and Greta and interrogated 
them in “Green's Hotel” in Belgaum, 
perhaps among other places, is 
a fact. Why Stuart and Pugh were 
chosen, and not someone else, is <; 
question I am in no position I' 
answer 

(otonel Lewis Puah «•«' - i... 

afraid,at one time Director, C'^enin, 
Sections. I would go by Admiralty 
records rather than by Mr Gavr's 
memory which nonetheless, is ex 
braordinary. The names are of no 
parlirvlar relevance to my stopj. As 
name dropping goes, the ii’st « 
adniitl( dly impressive and 1 shoida 
iJionk Mr Gaur for H. 1 frankly 
wi'.h Mr Gaur had corrected me on 
one important detail. Reading my 
piece, Mounlbattcn could be iiaken 
jor ih‘' Supreme Commander at the 
relevant time. In fact, he came im 
the seme after the scuttle, but, ho 
guide his words, he lound '‘htrw 
valuable were tJie results of this 
secret operation”. Wherrii-r 
might have been techn cnly head 
quartered, the operational brse u>as 
Colombo (with Sir Oliver Goncte- 
like m a fairly prominenh role) 
for the simple reason th.ii • rlombd 
uus— and ts—a p'-’ri, 
as it. is now only c ^ ■ >■ 

CTI''' hill .-.'cM «> 




'■was 
driven to 

the vwill' 


Prime Minister Chaudhury 
Charan Singh gives the first, 
indepth, exclusive interview 
after the dramatic events of 
the last few months to M. J. 
AKBAR. He talks of how he 
was literally forced out of 
the Janata Party by a cons¬ 
piracy between M o r a r j i 
Desai, the RSS and Chandra- 
shekhar; how he discovered 
Kanti Desai’s corruption; his 
prospects in the coming elec¬ 
tion and other explosive 
issues. 


Q Ucno did you (eel first 
when yov became Prime 
Minu.-U'r, and haw dkl 
you feel when yov resi- 

—- gned ? f oi'k far your 

jwrsonal react terns. 

A: Ii made no diticro.nce >10 me. 
I am list'd t<» being in llie wilder¬ 
ness. 1 derive iny sustenance in 
public lite from the affections ol the 
peoph*. not from officx'. 

0; But the main charge that 
your dotracUrrs, jMrtkvlarly your 
former colleagues in the Janata, are 
mahmg against you ts that you left 
the Party in order fw fulfil yovr per¬ 
sonal amhttbms, and they hare called 
you a defector. Are you a defeaUrr ? 

A : Firstly, it Ls not a defex.’tion. 
According to the report of the com- 
iniiltee l.sel up to study the subject 
and prevent defections), when more 
than 20 per cent ut the legislators 
leave a Party it does not amouuit to 
a defection, it amounts to a split. So 
far as my ambitions are concerned, 

I ithink every man in public Ufe 
should entertain an ambition of 
holding oftiic and ii possible the 
highest office with a view to serving 
the people aicurdiiig to his princi¬ 
ples. Ottice is an insirument of 
servile. Offii’e umuunLs to power 
only in the hands ol those- who 
would abii.ve it. In the hands of 
those who would make giKid use of 
it. imparlially, w Ls a burden. So it 
i.s not the luse of ollioe that forced 
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me to leave. The truth is different. 

They had decided—my friends, the 
Jana Sangh leadership, the Prime 
Minister and the Janata Party 
chairman...to oust me and mv 
colleagues from the Government and 
also to exclude us from positions in 
the organisation as well. They deci¬ 
ded this a long while ago, and for 
more than a year and a half went 
about trying to do> so. There are 
many examples. For instance, the 
central election panel which the 
Janata chairman set up consisted 
only of three p^sons : Mr Surendra 
Mohan, who will not get elected 
from his town even in a municipal 
poll...it is I who got him elected to 
the Rajya Sabha from UP; it is on 
the basis of my votes that he came. 
There is anoither man who is known 
as Ram Krishna H»de, whose repu¬ 
tation is dismal. The third person 
was Sunder Singh Bhandari of the 
Jana Sangh. Why did they forget 
the BLD altogether? lit was the 
BLD who brought them into exist¬ 
ence. This was not enough. ^ There 
were six members of itbe Rajasthan 
panel. Not one from BLD was there. 
Why ? There were six i)ersons m 
the Gujarat panel. Not one person 
from the BLD was included. There 
were six in UP : two belonging to 
the C. B. Gupta group, and only one 
to us. Why ? Does C. B. Gupta and 
the Congress (O) enjoy twice the 
influence that we have in UP ?_ And 
if he did, why didn’t the chairman 
of the Party, Mr Chandrashekhar, 
ask M’’ Gupta to canvass for votes 
in the Fatehpur byeleolion ? Had Mr 
Gupta gone there, we would have 
definitely lost that seat. In the pre¬ 
ceding Assembly elections, Mr Gupta 
had lost his security deposit. And 
out of the 425 seats, the 

Congress (O) won only ten. 

Despite hectic canvassing by 
.Shri Morarji Desai. And now he 
says that he will be going out to 
canvass for his Party, the Janaila 
(C) : I will welcome it, it will only 
stand us in good stead. In the last 
Assembly polls before 1977, that Is 
in 1974, we had 106 seats; 61 seats 
went to Jana Sangh, 10 to Congress 
(O), five to Socialists. These last 
three Parties got four seats in Mr 
Chandra-shekhar's election panel for 
UP, and the Party which bad won 
106 seats got only one. What does 
this mean ? They wanted to exclude 
us from any place in the organisa¬ 
tion. 

As regards the Government. Well, 
the only offence 1 had committed for 
which 1 was asked to resign last year 
was that I had asked whether my 
colleagues were a pack of impotent 
people. That was because Mrs 
Gandhi was going about saying that 
these people can’t arrest me. When 
I said that the Government consi¬ 
sted of impotent people 1 included 
myself in it. ’Impotent’ means simp¬ 
ly weak-kneed people, nothing more 
than that. On June 16 the Cabinet 
Secretary and the Home Secretary 
had seen me at Surajkhand where 
1 was convalescing about bow we 
should proceed in the matter of pro¬ 
secutions against Indira Gandhi con- 


if they wece lovers of dis¬ 
cipline in the Party why did 
they not take any action 
against the iOO MLAs of the 
Jana Sangh and the Chandra¬ 
shekhar group when they 
voted openly on a money 
bill on the floor of the House 
against their own Govern¬ 
ment in UP? 



sequent on the report of the Shah 
Commission, and wheither some 
special proc^ure should be devised. 
I am not a criminal lawyer. Later 
on a gentleman told me that there 
is Section 407 or 507 which provides 
for special procedure : by whidh 
from the sessions oourt the case can 
go directly up to the Supreme Court. 
I don’.t uiink any opinion of the 
Supreme Court was necessary in ithis 
regard, whidh the Government deci¬ 
ded to seek. The law, as it stands, 
already provides for this. But I have 
never b^n a criminal lawyer,* and 1 
did not know. I simply asked the 
Cabinet Secretary and the Home 
Secretary to devise some special 
procedures. Otherwise, if we resort¬ 
ed to the ordinary process it would 
take ten years. On June 9 Mr Ram 
Jcthmalani had %vticteo a letter xo 
the Law Minister saying that he bad 
seen me twice at Surajkhand and my 
opinion was that some ordinance 
should be issued, some special pro¬ 
cedure should be adopted. I quoted 
this letter in the statement which 1 
made on the floor of Parliament on 
December 22 explaining why I resi¬ 
gned. 

On June 17 our Prime MiniStei 
returned from the USA, and at the 
Press conference he said that the 
Government would devise no special 
procedures and that the cases would 
be resolved by ordinary law. On 
June 21 he repeated the same thing. 
I think Acbarya Kripalani had al¬ 
ready issued a statement W then 
that Morarji Desai should resort to 
Special Courts, and that he had 
learnt that Morarji Desai had agreed 
not to persecute or prosecute Indira 
Gandhi, that he was very soft with 


her. I quoted this too in my state¬ 
ment to Parliament. But for saying 
all this against Mrs Gandhi I was 
asked to resign. This is the way 
they /treated me. 

Now, about Ra.f Narain. The accu¬ 
sation against him was that he 
addressed a meeting at the Ridge in 
Simla sometime around the beginn¬ 
ing of June (in 1978). Fifteen days 
earlier Atal Behari Vajpayee had 
addressed a similar meeting at that 
very place. The explanation to de¬ 
fend Mr Vajpayee was that it was a 
Government function But wherever 

You cannot find a finer 
public man than Karpoori 
Thakur. 


a Minister goes it becomes a Gov¬ 
ernment function. Moreover, the 
account books of the Janata Party 
of Simla show that ithe expenses of 
holding that meeting were borne by 
the Party. Furthe.-, meetings at that 
place had been held several times 
before by various leaders. Then, 
there was no Section 144 in that 
area, as alleged. There was anoither 
charge against Raj Narain that he 
had criticised the Himachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister at that meeting. No I 
It was a totally false accusation. His 
speech had been tapereoorded. Bu-t 
it was the State Chief htinister, a 
Jana Sangh leader, an RSS man. 
who wrote to Morarji as desired by 
Nanaji Oeshmukh, and because of 
this Raj Narain was asked to resign. 
Can any example be quoted to show 
that on such a flimsy charge a Prime 
Minister should ask his colleague to 
resign? 



The Jana Sangh and 
Morarji Desai wanted to 
destroy us for two reasons. 
First was the largely attend¬ 
ed kisan rally, it put fright 
into them. Second was my 
audacity in asking the PM 
to set up an enquiry com¬ 
mittee, which he had pro¬ 
mised, into the aiiegetions 
against his son. 
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T IHEY wanted to destroy 
us. 1 had received a 
letter from Bombay on 
February 28, 1978 from 

-la friend that I would be 

asked to resign; The Jana Sangh 
and Morarji had ganged up. They 
proposed to oust me from the Mi¬ 
nistry, or at least to take away the 
Home department from me. There 
were two reasons for this. The first 
was the largeW attended kisan rally 
on December 23, 1977. That put a 
fright into them. They felt je^ous. 
They felt they were nowhere com¬ 
pared to this man. And then—my 
folly, you might say, my audacity, 
you might say, in asking the Prime 
Minister to set up an enquiry com¬ 
mittee which he hod promis^, into 
the allegations against his own son. 
This promise he had made at a 
public meeting which he addressed 
on January IS at Bhavnagar, presid¬ 
ed over by the president of the dis¬ 
trict Janata Party. Look up the 
Times of India of January 16: you 
will find the details there. 

So I had committed two 'mistakes’; 
proved to be too popular for 
them, and bad the audadty 
to ask Morarji Desai to stick 
to his word. This was how we 
were treated in the first half of 1978. 
Then they were not prepared to take 
back Raj Narainji. The reason given 
was that he was very wild in his 
speeches against the Prime Minister. 
To some extent their allegation was 
correct. I bad advised Raj Narain 
to put a bridle on his tongue, not to 
speak unre.vtrained language. But 
when an midi»nce was in front of 
liim !;»■ esjui*! not nstrain him.sel( 
O-.; ll'.n'ii <■ ■ r.ion-' ; publicly di-- 


owned him. Further, you will find 
mat when disciplinary action was 
taken against him, I didn’t condemn 
the disciplinary action. 

is that the action against Raj Narain 
was taken not because he had com¬ 
mitted any wrong, but because he 
was Raj Narain, becau.se be was 
leader of the BLD, because he was 
my closest colleague. If they were 
lovers of discipline in the Party why 
did they not take any action 
agaiast the 100 MLAs of the Jana 
Sangh and the Chandrashekhar 
group when they voted openly on a 
money bill on the floor of the House 
against their own Government in 
UP? Not only that. Last year, when 
candidates to the Rajya Sabha were 
electod from the Bihar Assembly 
and the Rajasthan Assembly, money 
was used by the Chandrashekhar 
group to defeat the' Janata candi¬ 
date Shyam Lai Gupta. Similarly a 
lady, our candidate, was defeated in 
Rajasthan by the Jana Sangh mem¬ 
bers of the Assembly. The matter 
came up before the Parliamentary 
Board. Atal Behari Vajpayee was 
appointed to look into it. Tnere was 
no report made. When I asked for 
a report I got silence. Not only 
that, Chandrashekhar, Ram Krishna 
Hegde and others had been fostering 
indiscipline in Hpryana all along. 
They never took any action againa: 
the dissidents there. And when 
Devi Lai and Mrs Chandravati took 
any action, it was revoked. If any¬ 
one was suspended, the suspension 
was lifted by Delhi. 

Now, take the case of UP. Yester¬ 
day (that is, on August 23) Girllal 
Jain has written an article in The 
Times of India on the fall of Charan 


Singh. There he says the trouble 
began in UP when Ram Naresh 
Yadav turned out Jana Sangh Mi¬ 
nisters. Now, this is a lie. He first 
turned out two of his own Ministers 
on grounds of misconduct, and then 
two junior Ministers of the Jana 
Sangh. The trouble did not begin 
there. The trouble began on Dec¬ 
ember 23, 1977 when the seeds of 
jeatousw and frihht were implanted 
in the hearts of these people. Take 
the case of Patna. You could not 
find a finer public man than him 
(Karpoori Thakur), though I wish he 
was a stricter administrator. He had 
tremendous support amoiu the 
people : you see how we will win 
m Bihar. 

To return to UP, after Ram 
Naresh, a man of integrity, had 
turned out the Ministers he was 
asked to seek a vote of confidence. 
When the matter came up I asked 
why. Let those people who are dis¬ 
satisfied put a vote of no confidence 
against Ram Naresh Yadav: Why 
should he seek a vote of confidence? 
He had been made to shek a vote of 
confidence only six months earlier, 
and now again. Tliat amounted to 
demoralising him, demoralising the 
administration: this should not have 
been done. But Morarji would not 
listen. Similarly about Patna. 1 
said let those against Karpoori 
Thakur bring a vote of no confidence. 
Uain Naresh was removed, Karpoori 


Kanti Desai was earning 
money on the strength of his 
relationship with the Prime 
Minister. 

Thakur was removed, and now re¬ 
mained Haryana. The dissidents 
were invited, or summoned, by the 
Ministers here in Delhi and they 
gathered at the residence of the 
Prime Minister himself on June 6. 
And this man. the Prime Minister, 
exhort<*d them to be firm, to remain 
united in ousting Devi Lai. Now, it 
Morarji wanted the Party to con¬ 
tinue. to function well, was it not 
his duty, if there was anything wrong 
with the Haryana Government, just 
to ask me to look into it? Was he a 
dictator? it was I who raised him 
to that pedestal. But look at his 
attitude. And then to send ithe 30 
odd MLAs who gathered at his place 
to Rajasthan. They were sent awav 
on the evening of the 6th and they 
returned on tlm 25th morning, when 
the vote was on the 26th. Should 
any Prime Minister behave in this 
manner? 

On the 21st my friends gathered 
at the residence of R. K. Amin to 
ponder about what was happening. 
Everybody was very, very furious. To 
return to the question of the election 
panels for a moment. jOn November 
27, 1978, 20 MPs and Ministers from 
UP wrote a letter to Chandrashekhar 
protesting against the constitution of 
the election panel for UP. No res¬ 
ponse. Two weeks later my friends 
troni Rajasthan wrote a similar 
letter, and also my friends from 





Gujarat. No response. Urey could 
uot care. 

~| N April, (this year) Ram 
Krishna Hegde gave a 
mislesaling briefing to the 
Press about the meeting 

.. of the parliamentary 

board, ithat the board had decided 
that the RSS is a cultural body and 
no action would be taken about dual 
membership. Now that was a lie. I 
can give you a a>py of the letter I 
addressed to the chairman. It wa.<i 
a clear lie, a falsehood. I gave my 
arguments why dual membership 
should not be allowed to continue. 
On 4th or 6th November 1976 Bhanu 
Pratap Singh had written a letter to 
Jayaprakash Narayan saying that 
we have failed to form a Party, but 
there is one silver lining—^we have 
agreed on a common programme, and 
ahn the aims and objectives of the 
Party. He enclosed tte programme 
with this letter. The letter request¬ 
ed JP to lend a helping hand so that 
a one-united Party might emerge. 
The programme enclosed with the 
letter says that there should be no 
dual membership in the Janata 
Party, a member of the Janata 
Party will nut join any oilbcr political 
Party or any other Party motivated 
by political considerations—it is very, 
very clear. I sent a letter to the 
Party that we must now agree to 
work as a coalition; no homogeneous 
Party was likely to emerge. This 
was in the second week of April, 
this year. No action was taken. The 
letter was forwarded to Morarji 
Desai, but no action. So on June 21, 
(at the gathering in R. K. Amin’s 
house) I suggested the formation of 
a committee con.sisting of two young 
members of the BLO and two older 
members under the presidentship of 
R. K. Amin himself to consider ways 
and means about how we should 
proce^, to frame a strategy: I did 
not know what to do. On the 22nd, 
the next day, while on my way to my 
house. I went to sec Bahuguna who 
was not feeling well. There I found 
Raj Narain and Shyam Nandan 
Mishra also. There Raj Narain ask¬ 
ed my permission to leave the Party. 
Disciplinary action had already been 
taken against him on June 12. I 
said no to him, I said we’ll fight 
within the Party. He again asked 
me. When he asked me for the 
thud time, 1 told him if be wanted 




to leave he should go, but be did 
noil have my initiative. I do not be¬ 
lieve in staying in the Govenunent 
and asking my friend to go out and 
attack ithc Government from outside. 
But with all his faults, the virtues 
that Raj Narain possesses are far 
larger, far larger. But on June 
26 Morarji Desai tells a newsman 
who a.sks him about the resignations, 
that it doesn’t matter, that if all the 
members of the BLD leave they will 
do so at their cost or at itheir peril, 
and the Government will become 
stronger still. Could any Prime Mi¬ 
nister in his senses use this language? 
It hurt my colleagues greatly. In a 
way, it was a (diallenge to them. 

And then came the disclosures Hiat 
a raid had been made on June 4 on 
the house of Balasubramaniam; this 
became known around 7th or 8th 
June. He had submitted an affidavit 
in count saying that he had business 
and political dealings with Kanti 
Desai for the last two decades, and 
he used to go to Morarji’s house 
often. So, everything was exposed. 

I sent Morarji Desai some docu¬ 
ments, and telex messages, which the 
officers bad seized from one place in 
Delhi and one in Madras (which was 
raided on the 6th) mentioning the 
name of Kanti Desai more than 


My attifude to the commu¬ 
nists is what it always was. 
I regard them as friends of 
the poor. I differ from them 
only in the emphasis on the 
nature of industrial develop¬ 
ment. They believe in great 
economic units run by the 
State, whereas I believe in 
small units run by the indivi¬ 
dual. 


once. Morarji Desai replied after 
a few days that enquiries may bo 
made in the normal course. But can 
an enquiry be made against tho 
major son of a Prime Minister, the 
only son, who lives with him and is 
a political secretary to his father, in 
the ordinary course? If be could 
turn out his son from his house, 
maybe it would have been possible. 
And can an enquiry be made against 
a Minisiter while he is still in office? 
No. (Morarji Desai put that noting 
on the file) so that if the matter 
comes up before Parliament he could 
.lay that he had asked Charan Singh 
to make enquiries in the normal 
course : That was the intention. As 
time passed, many revelations were 
made in this case also. Kanti Desai 
was earning money on the strength 
of his relationship with the Priide 
Minister. If you remember (Morarji 
Desai) had said on the floor of the 
House that Kanti had accompanied 
him on a viat to London in June 
1977 in order to. finalise the severance 
of his relations with g busines .9 
house, and that be no longm* carries 
on any business. But this man says 
in his affidavit submiiled on 11th 
June that it v/as Kanti who asked 
him to enter business again which 
due to his bad health be bad given 
up, and be would take up that busi¬ 
ness alone which Kantiji had recom¬ 
mended to -Him. And as I have told 
you, in the telex message, which 
can’t be forged, there is a mention 
of Kanti’s name; ‘Kanti has app¬ 
roved’ it says. TTiis referred to a 
contract which the Government of 
India had entered into with a 
Japanese firm, which agreed to give 
25 per cent as commission to Bala¬ 
subramaniam and others. This was 
in connection with a shipyard ‘ in 
Paradip. A West ^rman firm had 
also made an offer, but then the 
Japanese got the- contract. The 
papers will show that some arrange¬ 
ment was made to change the com¬ 
mittee which was to evaluate the 
tenders. The papcis are clear on 
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t^t pciint And tlie committee wen 
dianged. So, that waa the of 
Prime Miitister we had. 

And then came this motion of no> 
confidence Y. B. C^avan. We 
never knew titat he was going to 
bring it; we never had any talk with 
him. All these th^s: Morarjl’s 
statement that it doesn’t mat^ if 
the BLD members leav^ the Bala- 
subramaalam case, the RSS issue— 
came together. Then my friends 
asked me, Chaudhury Sahab. now 
leave us free. We can’t submit to 
this kind of Uackmail and to this 
Government any longer. 1 myself 
had not been able to work out any 
strategy. I was thinking of doing 
something within the Party after 
July 28, because the session was to 
last till August 18. I never desllpied 
the split 1 was driven to the walL 
I and my friends who were more 
responsible ithan anybody else for 
bringing the Janata Party into ex¬ 
istence. For raising Morarji himself 
and Chandrasbekhar to the positions 
that' they occupy. And now they 
are talking nonsensel 

Now about Mrs Gandhi. I'told 
Kamalapatbi Tripathi and C. M. 
Stephen when they came to my 
bouse .that, look here, for formality’s 
sake you have been offering uncon¬ 
ditional support to me, and for for¬ 
mality's sake I am going to admit 
that you are being veiy magnanim¬ 
ous. But .the hard reaU^ is. 1 told 
them in so many words, that you are 
choosing a lesser evil in the form of 
d break-up of the Janata Party. 
That’s all. And .they laugbed. I 
never made any suggestion; my vrife 
uever went to that lady; none of my 
prominent friends ever saw Shrlmati 
Indira Gandhi. From 11th July on¬ 
wards you will find half a doaen re¬ 
ferences in the Press that Indira 
Gandhi was going to offer uncondi¬ 
tional support to those people who 
were supportiim the no-confidence 
motion. Now Stephen says that Raj 
Narainji had made a request and it 
was at his request that hu Party had 
offered unomditional suMwrt No. 
It is a Ue. Raj Narainji aimply 
asked Kamalapatbi lYipathl that we 
are reading the papers whidi say 
that you are willing to (^er us un¬ 
conditional support, and if that is so 
then kindly say so to the President. 
It was after this that the two friends 
(Tripathi and Stephen) came to my 
bouse. And then my said vdiy 
couldn’t they say that Rai Narain 
had come to tiwir house. After all, 
Mr.<i Gandhi had come to my bouse, 
ouce. 

SAID yes, on the occasion 
of the birth of a child. 
If there is a birth of a 
child in her house, say 
Rajiv’s child or Sanjay’s 
child, and she invites all the people, 
ail the leaders, then 1 will be too 
glad to come. And Mrs Gandhi bad 
iseen me once when I was lying ill in 
the Ja.st week Of March in the Lobia 
She had come to request 
tae for God’s sake, not to prosecute 
her 'r her son, for all that they had 
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In th* next elections you 
wiH see we will not return 
simply as the largest single 
group; my alliance will sweep 
the polls.. 

done. And then she told me that 
Atal Behari Vajpayee bad assured 
them about this. 1 replied that I 
couldn’t do anything about it and 
she should go and see Morarji Desai. 
After that, she is a very intelligent 
lady, and she sent, a bouquet of 
Bowers when I had a hean attack, 
and then when the kisan rally took 
place and millions of people were 
present But that didn’t ^ect me 
at all. So they (Tripathi and 
Stei^en) said, why can’t you see her. 
1 said, no. Then they said that I 
should write a letter that we too had 
sought unccHiditioaal support. I said, 
well, 1 see no objection .to writing 
su<^ a letter, but I will consult m\ 
friends first. I wrote that letter and 
releas^ it to the Press, and I took 
care not to say that I was thankful, 
only that I greatly appreciate your 
gesture. 

Now, the Government was formed. 
Hie President told me I had a 
majority of 24 persons; out of 492, 
2M would have wanted me to be the 
Prime Minister and Morarji’s list had 
only 234 genuine names. Things 
began to be discussed: what does 
Mrs Gandhi want, does she want the 
Special Courts scrapped—many Con¬ 
gress (1) MPs made statements. I 
kept quiet On the night of 19th 
August, at 9.30 p.m., a friend of 
mine toM me that he understood 
that Jagfivan Ram had agreed .lo 
cancel the notification under which 
&e Kiaaa Kursi Ka case is transferr¬ 
ed to the Supreme Court from the 
sessions court. I wa$ told that if I 
was prepared to do the same, Mrs 
Gandhi would prtfer to suK>oit me 
rather than Jagjivan Ram. 1 said, 
no! 

A day earlier Indira’s son Sanjay 
had seen one of my friends and said 
that instead of being kind ito them for 
their support, all ithat the Charan 
Singh Government had done was to 
accelerate the cases against Mrs 
Gandhi and him. And he gave five 
specific instances. frknd came 
to me. I called for the Law Minis¬ 
ter. Kacker told me that this notifi¬ 
cation had been issued before our 
Government came into existence, on 
19th July. Tbe notification simplv 
said that the offence was one which 
fell under the Special Courts' juris¬ 
diction. And according to what has 
been stated in the law. the cose stood 
automatically transfen^ to tbe Sup¬ 
reme Court. No special order was 
needed. In another case the High 
Court bad ordered day to day pro¬ 
ceedings; that too was not made at the 
instance of the Government ’Three 
other points were explained by the 
Law Minister, who pointed out that 
the cases .haa not bMn speeded up. 
At the same time we were very firm 


that we would do nothing to cancel 
the notification or do anything to show 
that we are being soft. That is tbe 
position. 

I had realised that we would lose 
in Parliament This was not a vote 
of no-confidence. Hiis was a vote of 
confidence whidi we sought And 
we were not bound to seek it It is 
the Council of Ministers which 
advises the President, not tbe Pxfi- 
sident whidi advises the ^undl of 
Ministers. Just out of resped for 
the President and regard for demo¬ 
cracy I called the legislature for 
August 20. I could have postponed 
it for six months and made my posi¬ 
tion strong. But perhaps I could not 
have done it even six months later 
because I would not bribe people 
(laughs). So, it was dear that we 
would lose. I consulted the Consti¬ 
tution and It was very spedfic that 
the President was bound by the 
advice of the Coundl of Ministers; 
he had no discretion. Even by the 
ruling given by the Supreme Court 
in 1974, even when the conventions 
were in force. Now it has been writ¬ 
ten down. When this amendment was 
moved by Shanti Bhushan, in answer 
to the question whether a Prime 
Minister with a minority Government 
could ask for a dissolution, he said 
yes. Because it is the people who 
are sovereign, not Parliament. Look 
at the case of Callaghan, only a few 
months ago. He lost on the floor of 
the House, and he. asked for fresh 
elections, and it was granted. Perhaps 


I am not against the urban 
poor; I am on their side. I 
am against the urban rich 
who fleece the country. 


there is no case of a ddeated Prime 
Minister who wanted to go to the 
people and was refused, f^ake tbo 
case of the President himself in 19M. 
when his Government in Andhra 
Pradesh lost on the floor of the 
House; he was the deputy leader, 
and T. I^akasam was the leader, and 
they asked for a fresh poll and it 
was granted, despite the protest of 
the Communists who wm^ in large 
numbers in the Opposition. 

So to say that the President 
was in league with us, and 
to use the words of tills 
Chandrasbekhar, who will never be 
returned from his constituency (in 
Bajlia)—I assure you. be will lose 
his deposit; and if you go to Sikanda- 
pur and see ithe palatial buildings 
which have come into existence and 
the Apeejay Vidyamandir constituted 
by the money of the infamous in¬ 
dustrialist! Why do we give the 
names of educatitmal institutions 
after Gandhi or Patel or Daj^anand, 
so that people may get some inspira¬ 
tion from these personalities. So, 
there the students will get insiura- 
tion from Amindumd Pyarcjal. And 
you know who laid the foundation 
stone? Bhairon Singh Shekbawat, 
the Jana Sangh leader. And such 
was the chairman of our Party. It 
wa§ the misfortune of our Party, that 








such u maa was the Prime Minister 
and such a man was the diairman of 
the Party. 


E 


Of the people who 
] drove you out of the 
Janata Party, between 
Chandrasekhar, Morarji 
I Desai and the Jana Sough 
—RSS leadership, who was most 
determined against you? 

A: The Prime Minister. And the 
Jana Sangb. But really 1 can’t dis¬ 
tinguish between them. All of them 
knew that they do not enjoy the 
confidence of the people, so they 
were anxious to buttress their high 
positions. In me they saw their 
enemy. So they were out to destroy 
me. Although 1 had done nothing 
wrong. This man of a , Prime Minist¬ 
er did not agree to merge his Party 
into the uew Party till January 18. 
1977, when he was released. 
If Morarji Desai had asked 
for the dissolution of the 
House, the President could not 
have refused him. But he could 
not ask, because he knew that the 
people would not return him. And 
now it is only the Janata Party 
which is opposed to a miditerm poll, 
no other Party. They know they will 
be defeated. 

Q; Whab are your prospects in 
the next elections? 

A: In the next elections you will 
see we will sweep the polls. We will 
not return simply as the larges^ 
single group; my alliance will sweep 
the polls. Villagers all over the 
country, even in States which 1 have 
not vLsiled hitherto, for example 
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, they now 
also iecl there must be a change. 
There is somebody now who speak.s 
the villagers' language. It is on 
their strength ithat I say that 1 
simply need choose good candidates 
—that’s all. Even no organisation 
will be necessary; the village boys 


will set up organisations themselves. 
Nor will 1 take money from any 
millionaire. 

' ,Q: Even tf you ask them then 
wHl not give tt to you. 

A: (laughs uproariously) No, no, 
nu._ Even while some people were 
trying to do horseitrading during the 
last few weeks, particularly by some 
of your friends who are now so 
vociferous against the President, two 
persons telephoned my wife. She 
came and ttold me that people want 
to give us money. I askM her, what 
reply did you give? She said, I re¬ 
fused. I said, good. But we don’t 
need their money. 

Q: Who wSl be your main opp¬ 
onent, the Janata Party or Jkrs 
Galtdhi? 

A: Everybody who is dishonest 
(laughs loudly). 

Q: Seriously, who wHl constitute 
the greater challenge 6o you? 

A: In fact, I think Mrs Gandhi 
and the Jana Sangh may collude. 
Ouiiwardly, they may keep up a 
semblance of hostility, but covertly 
they may join up against our candi¬ 
dates. 'uiey will not make an open 
declaration iio this effect. So what 
shall I say: shall I say the Jana 
Sangh, or shall I say Iiidiraji? 

Q: You have a reputation for 
being anU-city,.. 

A; No, no, no, I am not anti-dity; 

I am living in a city myself. 1 am 
anti-big city, that’s all. Big cities 
can'll be managed well. No dty 
should have a population of more 
than one million—am not talking 
about the metropolitan cities that al¬ 
ready exist but of the other cities 
which are growing, and whidi are 
being created. We should have more 
cities, but smaller ones. 

1 am not against the urban poor; 

I am on their side. 1 am against the 
urban rich who fleece the country. 1 
have already said in my Red Fort 


• 

speech that 41 per cent of the urban 
population lives below the poverty 
line. 1 stand for the poor wheither 
urban or rural. Out of the 48 per 
cent of our country which lives below 
the poverty line, a large number live 
in cities. They build mansions of 
the rich, and die on the pavements. 
If there is more emphasis on the 
rural, it is only bediuse the vast 
majority of the poor live there. 

Q: Are you going to hold ew 
qurry commissions into Kanti Deeai 
and SureS RamT 

A: If public interest so demands, 
I will ask the law to take appre^riate 
steps. I have noit made any proper 
enquiries yet into their activities; I 
hgve hardly bad time to breathe. Bui 
1 will not he^tate if the evidence is 
forthcoming, if it is necessan to in¬ 
stitute an enquiry today I will do it. 
be it against Kanti or be it against 
M. J. Akbar. 

Q: Do you envisage putting up 
special courts againsb profiteers arm 
blackmarketeerar 

A: If I can pouibly .do it; if 
'.here is a legal provision for it, I will 
certainly do it. 

Q: You are said to be hostile to 
Communists. Has your attitude 
changed today? 

A: Today? My attitude towards 
Communists is what it always was. T 
regard them as friends of the poor. 

I have said so in so many words, 
many a itime in the past. I differ 
from them only in the emphasis on 
the nature of industrial development. 
In their scheme o.f things they be¬ 
lieve in great economic units run bv 
the state, whereas I believe in small 
economic units run by the individual. 
But we are allies in the sense that 
they are as much for the poor as T 
am. And they see in me a friend of 
theirs, a well-wisher of the poor. ■ 
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coming elections 

-SI 979 is not 1977, 

is not now be a 
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SI ^9 “ ^977. It will 

§■ not now be a two-Party 
■ affair. Hie third force 
I has been bom. In fact. 

-lit had become the first 

force by the time the Lok Sabha 
was dissolved. In Parliamentary 
strength, comprising as it did Janata 
(S), Congress. CPI(M). CPI and othei 
left Parties and regional Parties like 
AIAOMK and AkaUs, it was larger 
than either of its two rivals, Janata 
or Congressd). But who in effect is 
first, second or third, the electorate 
will decide. It cait now be said that 
it will largely be a three-cornered 
contest. As it appears, the battle 
aries of the three contestants, Con- 
gress(l), Janata and the Janata(S>led 
grand alliance will respectively be 
somewhat on these lines : Indku lao, 
desk bachao, Puni^ defectors and 
Beware of both comnumalistsand 
dictators. 

Before we discuss the election 
strategy of each of the thr^ camps. 










let’s weigh the chances of the forma¬ 
tion of the Janata(S)-led alliance. 
Mrs _ Gandhi's withdrawal of support 
within 24 days of the installation of 
Charan Singh’s Governmeat was a 
blessing in disguise. First, it estab¬ 
lished Charan Singh’s anti-authorita¬ 
rian credentials. Since this political 
crisis began on July 8 till Charan 
Singh resigned on August 20, in one 
nupect at least he has been more 
sinned against than a sinner. It was 
made to look by the media as if 
he was falling prostrate before Mrs 
Gandhi to seek her support. The 
proof of the pudding is in the eating. 
The only blot on him is the aberra¬ 
tion of the pact of Raj Narain and 
his meeting with Sanjay at the 
Mohan Meakin House. In the final 
analysis, Charan Singh showed that 
he did not make up with Mrs 
Gandhi. With this stand, coupled 
with his fight against the RSS, the 
leftists’ demand to fight both commu¬ 
nal and auhoritarian forces has been 
met Now the only political reser¬ 
vation they can have is that Charan 
Singh has a kulak image. But you 
cannot have everything to your lik¬ 
ing, With leftists joining this 
front, this kulak image will be blun¬ 
ted, neutralised to a great extent. 
Hence, Mrs Gandhi acted as an un¬ 
conscious tool of history by uninten¬ 
tionally helping to forge, what is 
called in political cUdie, the left, 
democratic and secular front. 

Mrs Gandhi, in fact, acted so swift¬ 
ly that Charan Singh’s men did not 
get enough time to show off their 
prowess m infighting. This alliance 
IS only a shade less disparate than 


ihe original Janata. Given some 
time in office , its Internal contra¬ 
dictions, both on policies and perso¬ 
nalities, would have surfaced. 
Charan Singh would have been fight¬ 
ing with the Socialists and Commu¬ 
nists on bonus, Charan Singh and 
H. N. Babuguna would have been 
fighting on the style of functioning 
(Charan Singh at any time con¬ 
venient to him would have taken 
out from his files his old letter dub¬ 
bing Bahuguna as a KGB agent), and 
■so on. However, Mrs Gandhi’s hasty 
action has saved the alliance from 
mutual mudslinging. Now under 
the stress of election, all the inner 
contradictions will not come into the 
open. It should, however, be added 
that its rivals are also pot free from 
this problem. The non-RSS men in 
the Janata in fact now feel more 
haunted than before about the total 
domination of their Party by the 
BSS. The Congiessfl) remains rid- 
<hn with mutual suspicion. Mrs 
Gandhi knows in her heart of hearts 
that many have come to her to get 
elected. There are many potential 
Devaraj Hrses in her Party who wilt 
desert her after getting elected. So 
in regard to potentialities of infight¬ 
ing, the score for all the three will 
be .more or less equal. Ouce the 
political necessity of an alliance is 
recognised, even the most dlfiicult 
problem of ticket distribution among 
various partners is sorted out. Allo¬ 
cation of seats is made an excuse 
to break an alliance by those who 
have political reservwons in the 
t.rst place about the alliance. For 
inst ince, in the 1977 Assembly elei^ 


ti('n.s in West Bengal, the Janata 
ostensibly broke its alliance with the 
CPKIVI/ on the allocation of seats. 
But the real reason was that P. C. 
Sen and company were feeling politi- 
c. lly most uneasy in the company of 
leftists. 

Tliough on paper it will be a 
triangular contest the first spurt of 
elc'( lioneering indicates that the 
.liinata(S)-led alliance will be the 
common enemy of both Janata and 
Cjongresfidl), iFor Janata. Charan 
Singh i.s the main enemy because 
the wounds inflicted on it by him 
arc deep and fresh and it will be 
motivated by a spirit of revenge. For 
Congress(I) the Janata(S)-lcd alliance 
will be the main enemy since after 
the split the Janata will exist in 
most parts of the country only on 
paper. For instance the Janata is 
virtually liquidated in the south. It 
i.s to be seen whether “my enemy’s 
enemy is my friend” axiom will ope¬ 
rate. This win bring Congress(l) 
and Janata close and in many areas 
there could be an unwritten under- 
■standing between the two. Already 
P C Sen and his follower* are talk¬ 
ing of an electoral understanding 
with Congre.s$(I) to fight the “CPM 
menace”. In Bihar, the Janata 
boss, ' "Chhote Saheb” Satyendra 
Narayan Babu is talking along the 
same lines. It is significant that 
laiiata leaders like Jagjivan Ram. 
Chandra.shekhar and Morarji De.sai 
arc so overworked to “teach a lesson 
to defectors” that they are increas¬ 
ingly forgetting and underplaying 
the danger of authoritar an forces. 





I EX'S now examine the ? 
election strategies of the I 
three camps. The Janata 
will have a three-point | 

- election strategy. Num- S 

her one ; Give a befitting reply to j 
Sanjeeva Reddy. Number two : ^ 
Oetcat defectors. Number three : 's, 
Make a harijan the Prime Minister, e 
T he Janata is gmng to make the w 
President an election issue. Its 
stand will be based on the conten¬ 
tion that the President told a lie to 
Janata leaders. But the President has 
rebutted this charge. It is difBmlt 
to say who is telling a lie. But at 
the highest level the Janata has re¬ 
cently been found lying when 
Morarji Oesai submitted a false list. 

It must also be pointed out that 
the Janata leaders had met the Presi¬ 
dent at about 11 a.m. but just be¬ 
fore 12 noon, my reporter colleague 
deputed to keep a vigil at Rashtra- 
pjti Bhavan rang up to say that be 
liad been alerted by bis contact that 
the President had decided to dissolve 
the House and the communique 
came shortly after 1 p.m. Neverthe¬ 
less, in this Janata Party-President 
controversy there is initial sympathy 
in the urban areas tor the Janata 
Party. But this sympathy will soon 
start wealing off and it will not be 
a major asset in the elections. This 
is because President ReddV is him¬ 
self neither a candidaV' nor a god¬ 
father of either of the Janata’.s 
rivals. His personal interests will be 
best served if none of the Parties gets 
a clear cut majority. That a cam¬ 
paign against the head of the State 
proves counterproductive in an elec¬ 
tion was shown in Australia where 
the Govcrnor-Geueral, without a 
fool-proof case, dismissed the Labour 
Government and ordered fresh polls. 
In fact, the Janata's campaign 
against the dissolution of the Lok 
Sabha has already begun to be 
interpreted by uncommitted sections 
as an indication of its fear to lace 
the decorate. 

What about its ‘Moral Re-arma¬ 
ment’ type campaign against defec¬ 
tors? First, it IS a moot point whe¬ 
ther the Janata(S) constitutes a split 
or defection . By Indian political 
standards, it is a split as happened 
in the Congress and Communist 
Parties earlier. The Jaaata(S) broke 
on tlie political issue of links wifh 
the RSS. Second, the 28-month re¬ 
cord ot the Janata is not that out¬ 
standing that there will be many who 
will sh<i'd tears either on its breaking 
up or on its extinction. The Janata’s 
life-span has been so brief that 
there is hardly an^ section which has 
developed a sentimental attachment 
to it. Now the issue of making a 
son of a harijan the Prime Minister. 
This certainly could have an emo¬ 
tional appeal. But who will carry 
this message to harijan bostts? The 
only cadre that the Janata will have 
will be that of the RSS. Except in 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, the 
RSS does not exist in rural areas. 
Most certainly it has no rural hari- 
jan workers. The village bania who 
could be the carrier of the RSS pro¬ 
paganda has no equation with hark 



jans. In fact, the mass of harijans 
associate the Congress and Indira 
Gandhi with whatever little has been 
done for them. Whether one likes 
it or not, Indira Gandhi is a bigger 
harijan leader than Jagjivan Ram- 
There is a possibility ot some edu¬ 
cated urban harijans becoming en¬ 
thusiastic about Babuji but they will 
not be able to mobilise much sup¬ 
port. But to the extent Babuji suc- 
cced.s in influencing harijans, be will 
be cutting into the “vote bank’’ of 
Mrs Gandhi to the advantage of 
Janata(S). On the debit side, the 
RSS campaign has stuck. The Janata 
will not get a single Muslim vote. 
And the experience of the last 50 
years suggests that there is no dan¬ 
ger of Hindu backlash except in 
pockets where communal riots had 
taken place like Jamshedpur and Ali¬ 
garh The RSS-dominated Janata is 
poised to win both the seats. In 
the rest of the country, Hindus feel 
>10 secure that they will never vote 
en bloc whereas minorities, parti¬ 
cularly Muslims, will vote en bloc out 
ol a fear psychosis, at least against 
the Janata. 

The CongressfD’s campaign will 
be highly personalised. 'Indira alone 
can govern’, it will say. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, in India the pjrsonality cult Is 
not at a discount. But the perso¬ 
nality cult alone is not enough either. 
Her claim of the ability to govern 
will have only a limited appeal — 
among urban voters. She may hot 
be able to derive much mileage out 


of the deteriorating economic situa¬ 
tion. First, her own most dLsmal 
record in this regard is still fresh in 
rtie. minds of people. Second the 
charge of economic mismanagement 
by the Cbaran Singh Government 
may not stick in the public mind. 
Cliaran Singh can explain away that 
when he was the Finance Minister 
he was helpless because Morarji 
Desai and other ‘capitalists’ in the 
Cabinet did not allow him to take 
any elfective steps against profiteer¬ 
ing. When he became Prime Minis¬ 
ter, the President placed restrictions 
on him that he could not take any 
policy decisions. It is rather ironi¬ 
cal that even though the annual rate 
of inflation is 30 per cent, it is not 
likely to become a hot eleaion issue. 
Any of the three contestants taking 
up this issue could be dubbed as 
a ‘pot calling the kettle black’. How¬ 
ever, Mrs Gandhi’s most effective 
attack would be that minorities and 
harijans felt most insecure under 
the Janata raj. It is a truism that 
the sense of insecurity of these two 
groups has increased since the days 
of Congress rule. 

Mrs Gandhi will certainly strike a 
sympathetic cord among harijans, 
excepts in the areas of influents of 
Communists, Socialists, Karpoori 
Thakur, Devaraj Urs and AIADMK. 
As regards Muslims, it is still an 
open question. One thing appears 
most probable. With the raising of 
the RSS issue in a most concerted 
manner Muslim votes are not likelv 




to split. They will choose between 
Mrs Gandhi and the Janata(S)-led 
alliance on a Stale to State basis. 
Whether they will choose Indira or 
the Janata(S) alliance will depend on 
two things. First, in the next three 
months how purposefully the Charan 
Singh Government utilises the instru- 
meiits of power to win over the 
minorities. So far, it has done no¬ 
thing. It has not even restored the 
history text books which were with¬ 
drawn under the RSS since these 
books do not describe Moghul rulers 
as foreigners. The self-styled vedan- 
tic scholar. Dr Karan Singh, does not 
teel the urgency of it. In fact, bar¬ 
ring H. N. Babuguna, Raj Naram 
and Madhu Liniayc, none else in the 
Jaaala(S) high command adequately 
appreciates the importance of winn¬ 
ing over the minorities. For ins¬ 
tance, had there been a proper ap¬ 
preciation, the new Government 
would have changed the name of G. 
T. Road into Shersbah Suri Road. 
However, which way the minorities 
will go will also depend on their 
judgment as to which of the two, 
i.e. forcible sterilisation in the Emer¬ 
gency or the temporary coalition 
entered into by the JanatB(S) lea¬ 
ders with the RSS in 1977, was a 
bigger crime against them. In mak¬ 
ing their assessment, Muslims will 
certainly take into consideration that 
Mrs Gandhi propped up the Bihar 
Government of an RSS-dominated 
Party. In fact, RSS elements feel so 
emboldened that .one of their men 


once shouted on the floor of Bihar 
Assembly: “Godsevad zindabad". 

How about the Janata (S}-led 
alliance? With the Government in its 
bands at the Centre, the alliance has 
a tremendous political initiative, but 
only it it knows how to go about the 
business. Here, it may not be out of 
place to give an instance of how Gov¬ 
ernment instruments can be used to 
articulate Issues in an election. In 
1970, the Rajya Sabha rejected a Con¬ 
stitutional amendment to abolish 
privy purses. On P. N. Haksar’s 
advice, after the Rajya Sabha’s nega¬ 
tive vole, Mrs Gandhi abolished the 
rivy purses by an executive order, 
nowing full well that the Supreme 
Court would strike it down. The idea 
was to make it an issue of public 
debate and within a day of the 
Supreme Court declaring the order 
ultra vire.s, Mrs Gandhi ordered elec¬ 
tions, As a result the privy purses 
became an election issue and rein¬ 
forced her “garibi hatao” slogan. It 
is said that the President has tied 
the hands of the Charan Singh Gov¬ 
ernment But within the limits of 
no new polic}' decisions, much can be 
done. And if need be, on a vital 
question which could be made an 
enective point in the election, who 
can prevent Charan Singh from join¬ 
ing issue with the President? There 
are still 100 days to the elections. For 
the Charan Singh Government every 
minute of it could be put to the best 
possible use. But when Mrs Gandhi 
was depending on small-time opera- 


c> tors, it was a different story. For 
^ instance, in February 1969 in a mid- 
£ term poll in West Bengal the Congress 
f was completely decimated. This news 
s had come by the afternoon. Next 
?, morning’s papers would have carried 
I banner headlines. To pre-empt the 
S, lead stories in newspapers, Raia 
I Dinesh Singh persuaded Mrs Gandhi 
o to reshuffle the Cabinet. Obviously 
such a petty approach cannot change 
the political content. 

Ihe Janata (S)-led alliance, unlike 
Mrs Gandhi and the Janata will have 
no inhibition to accentuate the caste- 
i.lass conflicts. In rural areas, It is 
starting OS' with a very good advant¬ 
age. It has the consolidated support 
oi the peasantry,'which is the single 
largest economic group in the country. 
Unlike in Europe, its numerical 
weight in India is not declining. 
Between the 1911 and 1971 popula¬ 
tion census, the percentage of the 
rural population in the total popula¬ 
tion has remained static. Between 
the 19G1 and 1971 census, the per¬ 
centage of cultivators to the total 
work force Is supposed to have come 
down from 52.78 to 42.87. But this 
is misleading. The difference in the 
census figures is due to a change in 
the definition of cultivators. What 
is happening in the countrysMe is 
not prolctarisation in the dassical 
sense but pauperisation of the 
peasantry. The small and marginal 
farmers do not sell off their land. The 
father cultivates the small plot of 
land and his sons do some odd jobs. 
When father dies, one brother culti¬ 
vates the land and other brothers do 
the odd jo^. This way they remain 
peasants ifi their behaviour. The 
demographic picture of the country 
certainly favours a peasantry-based 
political alliance. 

Charan Singh's political achieve¬ 
ment i.s that he has been able to 
create peasant cbn.'^ciousncss^and over¬ 
come the inner-contradictions among 
intermediate peasant castes. Today 
castes like jats, abirs. gujjars, kurmis 
and koeris have been uniSed. In 
its dimension and sweep, since In¬ 
dependence, there has never been as 
strong an articulation of the peasan¬ 
try as there is today. The problem 
with the Charan Singh alliance is 
whether it will acquire an anti-upper 
caste and anti-feudal thrust or anti- 
harijan slant, left to Charan Singh’s 
boys, they will give their alliance an 
anti-harijan slant. But the presence 
of Communists, Socialists, Congress¬ 
men, Bahuguna and Karpoorl Tnakur 
may help blunt the anti-harijan 
image. In othes words, they will try 
to let loose Charan Singh on the 
upper caste feudal elements rather 
than on harijans and landless agri¬ 
cultural workers. If this happens, 
the Janata(S>-led alliance could nope 
to get some harijan votes. 

I- iSm —point of great political 

I significance is that with 

j the split in the Janata 

and Congress, the base of 
I » the truncated Janata and 
Congress (1) has shrunk. The Janata, 
for all practical purposes, has been 
reduced to the Jana Sangh. On the 




otber hand, the BLD has not only 
expanded and consolidated its base 
among the peasantry but also broad¬ 
ened its base by virtue of its 
alliwce with the Congress and 
leftists will apiKar together on the 
same platform m an election. It will 
give a distinct leftist image to the 
Charan Singh front. The potentiali¬ 
ties of left unity should not be un¬ 
derestimated. A left image will, in¬ 
deed, be a big political bonus for the 
Charan Singh front. This should fadp 
the front to make serious inroads in 
urban areas. Blue-collar workers 
are already mostly under the in¬ 
fluence of leftist unions. A large 
stolon of white-collar employees arc 
also organised by leftist unions, 
though not necessarily under left 
political influence. 

Ihe Janata(S)-led alliance's support 
in urban areas could be broade.ned 
only if Charan Singh chooses to 
follow his leftist allies. Instead of 
articulating rural-urban contradic¬ 
tions, ii he could be made to articu¬ 
late intra-urban contradictions the 
S^in will be his. It is rather ironical 
that the Government could turn the 
price rise situation to its political 
advantage by splitting the cities bet¬ 
ween traders and non-traders. What 
it has to do is to launch full blast 
publicity to blame traders for pro¬ 
fiteering and black marketing and 
haul up a few thousand traders on 
this score. This has to be done at 
the right time'in the right manner 
to reap the maximum political 
advantage. 

Apart from her vote banks of 
harnans and upper castes in rural 
areas, Mrs Gandhi will have a strong 
position in dues. The nou-govemance 


line will sell in cities. But she is her 
own enemy. She will lose her advant¬ 
age to It great extent by pushing 
Sanjay to the forefront again. Al¬ 
ready Sanjay has been very much in 
the picture in the critical phase of 
political negotiations with the emissa¬ 
ries of both Charan Singh and Jag- 
jivan Ram. Also, there has been an 
exaggerated fear of her comeback. 
These fears are not supported by the 
objective criterion of by-election re¬ 
sults. According to this criterion, bv 
the end of last year she had reached 
a political plateau and thereafter there 
was some evidence of her declining 
fortunes in the north. Since the 1977 
elections, there were two Parliamcn 
tary by-elections in UP and one each 
in Punjab, Haryana, Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh. She lost all of 
them except the one in Azamgarh. In 
Rajasthan, there were two Assembly 
by-clections. she lost both of them 
with larger margins. It is true that 
in all Parliamentary constituendes 
where she lost the margin was reduc¬ 
ed. In Kama! it wa-s reduced from 
2,70,000 to 29,000, in Samastipur from 
3,27,000 to 27,000, in Fatehpur from 
1,70,000 to 27,000 and Khandwa in 
Madhya Pradesh, from 54,000 to 
38,000. A question which can natu¬ 
rally be asked is that with the split 
in the Janata and in a triangular 
contest, will she not make up this 
margin and on the basis of previous 
trend win the election in the north? 
Not necessarily. This is because 
these by-elections were fought on 
sharp caste<]ass lines. Though the 
Jana Sangh and Congress (O) were 
formally a partner of the Janata, all 
the Janata candidates in the by- 
eiectiuus. except in Khandwa, were 


BLD ipen and they dicT not secure 
any upper caste votes. It is signi¬ 
ficant that in Azamgarh where Mrs 
Gandhi won, though the Janata can¬ 
didate was a BLD man, Charan 
Singh did not go to campaign there. 

It can be said that the BLD sup¬ 
port base as reflected in these by- 
elections will remain more or less in¬ 
tact. In fact, it will be broadened 
with the association of Communists. 
Congress and the Bahuguna groups. 
On the other hand, in the event of a 
triangular contest, the upper castes 
are likely to be divided between Mrs 
Gandhi and the Janata, the latter car¬ 
rying away only a smaller slice. In 
other words, even after the split in 
the Janata, Mrs Gandhi may not be 
to make up the gap. On the other 
hand, there is a possibility of this 
gap, as reflected in the by-elections, 
increasing in the forthcoming elec¬ 
tions. To avoid this, if Mrs Gandhi 
reaches an understanding with the 
RSS-dominated Janata at the State- 
level, it can be said with certainty 
that Muslims will not come en bloc 
to Mrs Gandhi. Already talks to reach 
an understanding between the Janata 
and Mrs Gandhi at the State level 
have started for West Bengal, Bihar, 
Orissa and Assam. Mrs Gandhi i.s 
s^ll wedded to the ail-class alliance 
and is rather a novice in caste-class 
conflicts. But the country’s social and 
economic conditions arc ripe for 
accentuating the caste-class differen¬ 
ces. If the Janata (S>-lcd alliance 
skilfully fans it and with the help of 
its leftist allies acquires a left imag.- 
Mrs Gandhi can again be cut down 
to size and her inytli exploded. 


HIS is the general political 
picture of the country. But 
India is too big a coun¬ 
try and there could be 
State level variations. So 
let’s discuss the State hv State posi¬ 
tion- 



UTTAR PRADESH: It has bo seats. 
In the Fatehpur by-election in De¬ 
cember last, Muslims voted against 
Mrs Gandhi. If Muslims are firmly- 
won over and if Communists, Con 
gress and the Bahuguna group get 
even a small measure of support 
from harijans in the urban areas, 
the Janata (S)-led alliance has a po¬ 
ssibility of winning up to 60 seats. 
BIHAR: It has M .seats. In half the 
State, semi-feudal land relations in 
the shape of tenancies and share¬ 
cropping still persist. In these rural 
areas the prindpat conflict is bet¬ 
ween the upper-feudal and backward 
peasantry castes and the conflict bet¬ 
ween intermediate castes and hari¬ 
jans is not sharp. Also Karpoori 
Thakur belongs to the barber caste 
which is the most backward of the 
backward castes. His image among 
harijans is good. The CPI is also 
quite strong in Bihar. Its base is 
mostly among landless agricultural 
labourers. If the CPI makes its full 
contribution, a sizeable section of 
harijans could vote for the Janata 
(S)-led alliance. The Karpoori Tha- 
kur-Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav (Con- 
gress)-Ghafoor (Congress)-CPI front 





will be quite formidable. It has a 
potential for sweeping the polls. In 
fact for the first time in his political 
career. Babuji could face a defeat in 
his podcet horough of Sasaram, un¬ 
less Mrs Gandhi comes to his rescue. 
HARYANA: It has ten seats. The 
chances of a Janata (S)-led alliance 
sweeping the polls are very good. 
PUNJAB: It has 13 seats. The out¬ 
come is most unpredictable. The 
AkaUs are most shaky. If they join 
hands with the Janata which in 
Punjab is 100 per cent Jana Sangh, 
Mrs Gandhi can give them a good 
beating in most seats. If the Akalis 
go over to Janata (S), the CPI State 
unit will find it very difficult te join 
the alliance. This is because Akalis 
have a strong anti-harijan image and 
the CPI’s base is mostly among hari- 
jans. The possibility of Akalis split¬ 
ting on the question of an alliance 
could not be ruled out. 

DELHI: It has seven seats. Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi could win all the seats except 
that of rural Delhi where Brahm 
Prakash is a strong candidate. Mrs 
Subhadra Joshi of the Congress could 
be a good candidate for the Muslim 
dominated Jama Masjid constitu¬ 
ency. 

IVEST BENGAL: It has 42 seats. 
With panchayat elections and “ope¬ 
ration barga’’ the CPI (M) has du 
its roots deep in rural Bengal. It 
could face defeat in three or four 
Muslim dominated districts where 
Muslim landowners have whipped up 
communal feelings. The Nadia com¬ 
munal riots also did not enhance the 
CPI (M)’s credibility with Muslims. 
Also the “power mess” might endan¬ 
ger one or two urban seats of Cal¬ 
cutta. Otherwise the CPI (M) led 
alliance is poised to sweep the polls. 
ASSAM: It has 14 scats. Left parties, 
CPI (M). CPI, RCPI and Congress 
led by Sarat Chandra Sinha can give 
a good account of themselves. 
ORISSA: It has 21 seats. With CPI 
(M) and CPI support there .is no se¬ 
rious threat to Biju Patnaik’s politi¬ 
cal zamindari. 

RAJASTHAN: It has 25 seats. It is 
the only State where in by-elections 
the margin of defeat of Mrs Gandhi’s 
candidates increased as compared to 
Assembly elections. This was due to 
the fact that there was a temporary 
upper caste-backward caste alliance. 
But now it will be snapped. Back¬ 
ward castes have long traditions of 
anti-feudal anti-Rajput struggles in 
the State. The Congress State Boss. 
Nathuram Mirdha, is also a jat. The 
Janata (S) and Congress alUance is 
most natural.* The Chief Minister, 
Bhairon Singh Sekhawat, of the Jana 
Sangh is a rajput. If anti-rajpuUsm 
is articulated, the Jaqata (S)-led 
alliance could win up to ten seat.s. 
MADHYA PRADESH: It has 40 seats. 
The Jana Sangh has dug its roots 
very deep. Its performance in the 
State will be the best in the country. 
This is the only State where the 
fight will be mainly between Janata 
and Congress fl). The Janata (Si- 
led alliance will be a poor third. 
GUJARAT: It has 26 seats. The so¬ 
cial alliances built up by -finabhai 
Darji Sanat Mehta and Madhav 


Singh Solanki vnll give Congress (I) 
a dear upper hgnd. They have done 
in Gujarat what Devaraj Urs did in 
Karnataka. 

MAHARASHTRA: It has 48 seats. 
Despite the desertion of Tirpude, 
Mrs Gandhi would sweep in the 
Vidharbha area and probably in the 
Marathwada region also. In the Ma- 
ratha-dominated region of the S^te, 
if Sharad Pawar joins his poliQcal 
godfather, Y. B. Chavan. then he 
can give a good showing despite Va- 
santdada Pa(il going over to Mrs 
Gandhi. 

In Bombay dty the three fronts 
may be equally balanced. Surpris¬ 
ingly, it is one dty where Janata 
still has some sympathy, particularly 
among the middle cla^. Mrs Gandhi, 
as in other dtieS, is also gaining 
ground in Bombay. Apart from the 
middle class, her vote bank in the 
dty may include "Bhaiyas” from UP. 
There may bo a Shiv Sena- 



Congressfl) alliance, also. Blue-collar 
workeri^ and a large number of 
whitecollar employees will go for 
left candidates under trade union 
influence. 

KARNATAKA: It has 28 scats. The 
political situation is most fluid there. 
Recently there has been a trend of 
all Vokkaligas and Lingayats—the two 
castes whom DevaraJ Urs had isola¬ 
ted—both from Janata and Congress, 
going over to Mr.s Gandhi. It this 
process is carried to its logical con¬ 
clusion, it will be a blessing in di.s- 
guise for Urs. He is a master tacti- 
dan.' He could launch an all-out 
caste-class war and mobilise the wea¬ 
ker sections behind him and. thu.s, 
turn the tables on Mrs Gandi-i. A.s 
for the Janata, it will draw a lug 
blank and with great diificulh save 
its dcpo.sits in constituenck'S like 
Bangalore, Mangalore, Dharwar and 
Udipi. 

ANDHRA: It has 42 seals. Accoidmg 
to present reckoning Mrs Gandi" 
should .sweep the polls. The oniv 


unknown- quantity is that after 18 
years the CPI and CPI (M) wiU fight 
the elections unitedly. In 1954 the 
united CPI polled more than 30 per 
cent of the total votes, also Dr Cha- 
nna Reddy in the last 18 months has 
single-mindedly pursued the obk^ 
tive of restoring of Reddys andlaffi 
mas their old glory. This has created 
disillusionment among the weaker 
sections who have been the traditio¬ 
nal support base of Mrs Gandhi. It 
is to be seen how much mileage the 
Communists could draw from it. But 
if Janata (S) competes with Dr Cba- 
nna Reddy in pushing Reddyism, the 
Communists will be hamstrung. Few 
people appreciate the fact that caste- 
class consciousness is very acute in 
Andhra and Mrs Gandhi cannot take 
the weaker sections for granted. 

TAMIL NADU : It has 39 seats. If 
AIADMK chooses the Janata (S) the 
DMK will choose Mrs Gandhi, and 
vice-versa. The Janata is most un¬ 
wanted in the State. Its only symnol 
is Ramchandran. Among the national 
groupings, only Mrs Gandhi has 
something to contribute to the local 
Party’s strength. The bargaining po¬ 
wer of the Janata (S)-]ed alliance i 
that the CPI and CPI (M) have some 
influence in the State and it has a 
fossilised figurehead like C. Subra- 
maniam. 

KERALA: It has 20 seats. The CPI 
(M)-CPl-Congress alliance is a fore¬ 
gone conclusion. There is only a 
minor problem created by the CPI’s 
alliance with the Congress (I) lor 
the panchayat polls but the central 
leadership of the CPI has censured 
the State unit for this. There will be 
some, raucous haggling among the 
alliance partners over seat distribu¬ 
tion but it will be resolved. The CPI 
recognises that the CPI (M) is a 
bigger Party in the State. The Con¬ 
gress (I) faces the prospects of total 
decimation. C. M. Stephen, leader of 
the Congress (I) in the dissolved Lok 
Sabha, is mortally afraid to contest 
from his home State and is in seardi 
of a safe constituency in Andhra or 
in Tamil Nadu if the AIADMK obli¬ 
ges. 

This is the assessment three months 
before the actual polling. There 
could be ' many a slip between the 
cup and the lip. Also, the voting pa¬ 
tterns of 1971 and 1977 indicate that 
the difference between the percen¬ 
tage of votes polled by the main 
contestants may not be much. But 
electorates at the State or regional 
level may give a clear verdict in 
terms of seat.s, mostly nearly a two- 
thirds majority ot seats, to the win¬ 
ning Party. It can happen that ir 
one Slate, one Party may sweep and 
in another State the rival Party may 
win. In 1977, for instance, in the 
north the Janata swept and in the 
south, the Congress. Th<- only excep¬ 
tions to this general rule were Ma¬ 
harashtra, Gujarat .and Assam. Per¬ 
haps, at the nuti(>n,'i! level the verdict 
thi.s timi- rnav not be .as clear as it 
vas in 1977. Hot if vnii-rs’ judgment 
.)3s not 'Iiani’ed dr istisailv. ilieu jt 
it cannot b<- said wiUi fa-rtainty tha' 
it will be de.ulloiked Pjrb.ament 
that will pi‘* -n 


August 20 

By AJOY BOSE 


-IT WAS around 9.30 in 

the morning on August 
20 when the phone rang 
at 12, Tugblak Road — 

_ JChaudhury Charan 

Singh’s residence. It was the 24th 
day of his Prime Ministership. Less 
than a month ago the phone bad 
rung with the good news that he 
was being invitra to become Prime 
Minister. Today the phone call 
spelled bad news. It was Biju Pat- 
naik on the line : be gave the news 
of Mrs Gandhi’s decision to go 
against the Government in the con¬ 
fidence vote. 

The news, bad as it was, came as 
no surprise to the Chaudhury. By 
Saturday it had become clear that 
Mrs Gandhi and, to an even greater 
ex.ent, Sanjay Gandhi had become 
suspidous (A supporting Charan 
Singh. In his meeting with Raj 
Narain. Sanjay Gandhi had made it 
clear that he was not at all pleased 
with the way the new Government 
wa.s treating his mother and her 
Parly. "Netaji” Raj Narain- talked 
about the danger of communalism, 
but Sanjay was not very receptive. 
Raj Narain came out of the meeting 
grim-faced. The mood in the Indira 
Congress also seemed strongly set 
against the Chaudhury with a gene¬ 
ral consensus that unless the new 
Government made a condliatory 
gesture to Mrs Gandhi there was no 
point in her guaranteeing its survi¬ 
val. The receai decision taken by 
the CPl(M) to support Charan Singh 
and the inclusion of the AIADMR 
Ministers in the Chaudhury Govern¬ 
ment also contributed to consider¬ 
able nervousness in the Mrs Gandhi 
camp. "Il was ina-easingly clear 
from the Government’s actimis and 
gestures that Mrs Gandhi was the 
target, not a friend who helped him 
io necome Prime Minister", said an 
Indira Congress MP. What Mrs 
Gandhi feared was that if she let the 
Chaudhury survive, the situation 
might get out of her control. 

Charan Singh himself, meanwhile, 
was getting more and more inflexible 
about making any compromises re¬ 
garding Mrs Gandhi, however tacti¬ 
cal they might be. Biju Patnaik and 
H. N. Bahuguna spent almost the 
whole of Sunday evening and night 
with the Chaudhury trying to 
suade wm about the tactical gams 
of a gesture towards Mrs Gandhi. 
Even Raj Narain was in favour of 
buying some more time and winning 
the confidence vote. But the Jat was 
odaniant. He wasn’t even ready to 
make a phone call to Mrs Gandhi, 
l^e taste of Prime Ministership had 
made him even more certain aboiii 
his intentions than ever before. 

The phone call in the morning 
from Biju Patnaik came after a 
last-ditch attempt bv him through 


an emissary to win Mrs Gandhi’s 
support or at lea.st keep her neutral, 
faued. While Bahuguna and S. N. 
Mishra, both of whom were with the 
Chaudhury when the phone call 
came through, looked depressed, 
Chaudhury seemed fairly composed 
and started drafting his resignation 
letter. An emergency Cabinet meet¬ 
ing was called at 10 a.m. on Mon¬ 
day, where a resolution was passed 
authorising Charan Singh to submit 
the resignation of his Council of 
Ministers and asking the President 
to declare a mid-term poll. The 
Cabinet members who attended, with 
the sole exception of the Chaudhury, 
all looked equally glum but there 
was no vocal dissent. 

Then the Prime Minister, who had 
served in office for just 24 days, 
drove to Rasbtrapati Bhavan and 
shortly after 10.30 a.m. handed m 
his resignation letter, putting the 
ball back in the President’s court 
after 26 days. The meeting with the 
President lasted less than 10 minutes 
and from Rasbtrapati Bhavan, the 
Chaudhury drove straight to his resi¬ 
dence and not to Parliament. 

In Parliament, the scene was chao¬ 
tic. All the galleries were jam- 

E acked and the attendance in the 
louse was nearly complete with a 
few important exceptions like Madhu 
Limaye, George Fernandes and Biju 
Patnaik. The note of expectancy in 
the halls and galleries of Parliament 
was soon dispelled after the Spcakei 



announced that Charan Singh hiid 
resigned. Janata MPs jumped 
out of their seats and hugged each 
other and alter finishing c^gratula- 
ting themselves, turned to shake 
bands with the Indira Congress MPs. 
Kanwar Lai Gupta was seen giving 
an enthusiastic bug to C. M. Stephen 
while many Janata and Congressd) 
MPs cheered deliriously. 

HE Janata(S) and Con- 
gress(S) MPs, on the ottaer 
hand, seemed sullen as 
they weakly letumed :t]^ 

-showers of abuse and 

jeers .which were pouring on them 
from the Indira Congress and 
Janata benches. Even Netaji seem¬ 
ed distinctly oil-colour and was seen 
quietly accepting the jeers. Mem¬ 
bers of the AIADMK were even 
more embarrassed. Bala Pijnore, 
the AIADMK MP who was sworn in 
as a Minister just the day before, 
was seen trying to say something, 
but repeated uproars as soon as be 
got up to speak finally compelled 
uim to sit down. Ultimately, the 
morning’s Parliament fiasco was 
ended when, on the advice of Babu 
Jagjivan Ram, the Speaker decided 
to adjourn the House till 2 p.m. 

Members however continued to 
mill around in the Central Hall and 
Jagjivan Ram was seen talking to a 
large group of MPs who crowded 
around him. Some of them belonged 
to the Congrcss(S) and there was a 
hut rumour gaming ground that as 
many as 25 CongresstS) MPs were 
going to support Babuji -if the Presi¬ 
dent asked him to furrn a Govern¬ 
ment. Bahuguna sirwle in and stood 
at the Central Hall doorway with 
bis hands on his hip.s, surveying the 
scene for some time. He caught 
Babuji’s eye suddenly, hurriedly did 
a namostc and turned to talk to 
some other people. Mrs Gandhi 
came after a while and immediately 
a part of the crowd surrounding 
Babuji moved towards her and with¬ 
in no time she had a good 100 MPs 
surrounding her. There was also a 
strong rumour in the capital that if 
there were defections from the Con- 
gress(S) they would he to Mrs 
Gandhi and not Babuji. 

Just before the House was meet¬ 
ing at 2 p.m. there was high drama 
right outside the main gate of Par¬ 
liament Mrs Gandhi was coming 
out when she was confronted by 
about 30 Janata(S) MPs led by Mam- 
ram Bagri shouting, "Indira Gandhi 
murdabad”. Kalpa'nath Rai who was 
with Mrs Gandhi started shouting in 
his characteristic style, "chup haro, 
jane da," Following his example, 
Mrs Gandhi’s bodyguard Bhim also 
started shouting at the MPs. Mean- 
n while, about 30 odd Kisan Sammclao 
i men were watching the scene with 
I increasing anger. Their Jat blood 
z up, they advanced on Kalpanath Rai 
I end Bhhn. Rai managed to escape 
g but Bhim was given more than a 
dozen blows and pushed around 
quite a bit. All this while, Mrs 
Gandhi sat unruffled in her cor, 
showing little sign of nervousnaa or 
emotion. 
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by GOSCINNY 
and UDERZO 





YES,THERE'S NOTHING 
LIKE THE DAILY ROUND, 
THE COMMON TASK... 




WAIT A MINUTE. 

LET'S TIE all 
THIS UP' 



SORRY TO DISTURB YOU, BUT WHYV. 
DON'T we PAY A LITTLE CALL ON ), 

the romans instead of /' 

Fighting EACH other? AFTER yf 
ALL, THEY STARTED THE 
WHOLE thing.' 









L.V C 




I 


Y l WANT TO THANK ^ 
YOU FOR YOUR LOVELY 
■' Y birthday PRESENT, 
SO THIS time the 
V ROMANS ARE , 
ON ME^ 



S' * 





HOW ABOUT IT, 

O CHIEF 

VITALSTATISTIX? 







lers 6ET THEM. 

BY TOUTATIS! ^ 
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CPI will improve the Party’s elec¬ 
tion prospects in Punjab. 

In Andbra, where Mr P. Sunda* 
r^va, a t'ormer General Secretary 
oriac Party is now working over¬ 
time, an understanding with the 
CPI would after a long time yield 
electoral dividends for the Party 
Moreover, in that State, the Party 
has to contend with the Naxalites 
also. A combined CP1(M)-CP1 on¬ 
slaught will help the Party rehabi¬ 
litate itself in Andhra. 

In States like Haryana, Rajasthan 
and UP, an understanding wiU) Qu¬ 
ran Singh will help the Party gain 
a foothold, whidt is consider^ one 
ot its major objectives at present. 
In Bihar, the CPI is a force to 
reckon with already. An alliance 
with the CPI and Karpoori Ihakur 
will help the Party consolidate its 
position ill the trade union belt as 
also in the countryside, 

Considiring all these possilnUties, 
it will not be very hard for the 
Party to allot a few seats to its 
coiiiiades-in-arnis in West Bengal 
and Kerala. Moreover, the CPI(M) 
cannot afford to antagonise the pro- 
Lefl forces like the CongressfS)- 
Janala(S) combine in these two 
States since Mrs Gandhi’s Congress 
is still a formidable force boith in 


West Bengal and Kerala. The Party 
will prevent an isolated postuoe in 
West Bengal at any cost since the 
stakes are too high. 

But where will all this leave the 
West Bengal unit the CPI(M), 
which has long enjoyed a prepo^e- 
rent position in the CPI(M) organisa¬ 
tion ? No doubt the West Bengal 
unit will increase its number of MPs 
from that State. But the Party will 
never again be over-dependent mi a 
single unit. Once it can make a 
breakthrough in North India, wfaidi 
in electoral terms is likely to be not 
more than seven or eight MPs from 
the entire Hindi belt, the Party will 
initiate its follow-up programme of 
consolidation. 

In the assessment of the Party, 
there is already pro-Left sentiment 
among sizeable sections of the popu¬ 
lation in North India. The Party 
also knows that it does not have the 
organisational setup to cash in on 
sentiment. So the miditenn poll will 
provide the CPI(M) the god-sen* 
opportunity and a breather to set up 
its much-needed organisational base. 
And by the time the next battle 
comes around perhaps the position 
of the CPI(M)’s alOes will have 
changed. 


The lengthening 
queue 

By TANIA SHAH 


LOCKS of Mrs Gandhi’s 
lost sheep are beginning 
to 6nd their way back 
to the fold. Ever since 

-- the midlemi poll was 

announced on August 22 their num¬ 
ber has been increasing steadily; 
some even started coming as soon 
as Mr Morarji Desai's Government 
fell. They wander into the make- 
shife office in one comer of her 
front lawn and diat jovially with 
her secretarial staff. They greet 
them like long-lost friends and chat 
ot this, that and the other as if a 
ticket in the forthcoming election 
was leally the lasit thing on their 
minds. Ihcy revive old memories. 
“IM you remember when in ’69 we 
voted against so and so?" and tlmy 
praise the "gains of the Emergen^" 
... "it you listen to people tidkiiu 
on railway platforms anywhere in 
Madhya Pradesh what you bear tiiem 
say is ‘the Emergency was much bet¬ 
ter than this’.’’ 

One of Mrs Gandhi's personal 
secretaries says with a snide little 
smile, ‘ "They’ve been pouring in 
since yesterday morning (August 22) 
and over fifty per cent of them are 
former MPs wbcmi we haven’t seen 
at all in the past two years. Now 
of course they're coming • back. I 
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suppose they have Ho.*' He points to 
a tall gentleman in white knadi gnd 
tells me (that he has just offered all 
assistanoe during the election cam¬ 
paign but he has not been near Mrs 
Gandhi’s house since she lost power. 
How does Mrs Gandhi feel about 
the return of her suddenly loyal 
sheep? She is in Parliament and 
cannot answer for herself but ber 
staff assures me that she is very 
magnanimous about it. "Sbe meets 
everybody and talks to them nicely.*’ 

When she is not there they sit 
and chat to her staff . Among them 
are those that have been "wronged'’ 
under the Desai Government. There 
is a Journalist who was sacked for 
his undue enthusiasm for Mrs 
Gandhi during tiie Emergency. “At 
least when we had censorship we 
said we were goin^ to have censor¬ 
ship and we had it. but these peo¬ 
ple say one thing and do another," 
he says. The journalist smiles like 
a martyr and everyone looks at me 
acxni singly. 

The rush for tickets has not yet 
started in full force and Mrs 
Gmidbi’s secrets^ says that it would 
be better to wait two or three days 
when they would really start coming. 

The story at Mr Raj Narain’s 
House is quite different. By 6 a.m. 
on August 23 there were nearly 300 
people to see Netaji, including Mr 
Devi Lai and Mr Karpoori Thakur, 
former Chief Ministers of Haryana 
and Bihar. They dispersed only after 
Raj Narain left for Agra to seek the 
bte^ings of his ^uruji without whirti, 
according to ms staff, he never 
starts anything new. 

Througdiout the day they continue 
to trickle in frcmi Himacdial Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Bihar, UP and even 
Sikkim. They say that they have 
come to find out what strategy 
should be used in the election cam¬ 
paign and lose their tempers when 
asked whether they are hoping for 
tickets. Two Janata(S) Party work¬ 
ers say that they have been driven 
mad by the number of people who 
have cwne and by the fact that the 
telephone does not seem to ever 
stop ringing. 

A Gandbian and well-known antl- 
RSS filter, Mr Damodaran Nayai, 
is among those who come to see 
Raj Narain. Re says he has been 
working for Neit^i for five months 
and that he is going to work for him 
in the election but does not want a 
ticket himself. He says he is happy 
with recent political developmmits 
mainly because for the first finie 
the Parties of the Left have <»mc 
together. 

Large numbers of tkdceteeekers 
have not yeH started coming to the 
house of Mr Chandrashekbar, presi¬ 
dent of the third major Par^ in¬ 
volved in the fight so far. The house 
is deserted and Chandrashekbar is 
not in. Aoemding to bis staff, a 
few pecgito have come but th^ will 
only Stan pouring in after a couple 
of days. "After all it’s only tiie 
beginning yet”. 




24 days of power 


-IHAUDHURY CSiaran 

Singh showed in his first 
month of power that he 
was nobody’s fool. The 
_pressures on his Govern¬ 
ment were considerable. Only a 
few; days after he took over, 
Mrs. Gandhi threatened to with¬ 
draw the crucial support of her 
Party if the new Govempient 
did not play ball. At the same time. 
Babu Jagjivan Ram stepped up his 
'Operation Topple’ sparing neither 
money nor effort to bring down the 
new Prime Minister. And in Chau- 
dbury’s own hotch-potch coalition 
Government there were signs of con¬ 
siderable tension, particularly in the 
other ruling Party, the Congress (S), 
many of whose members were quite 
vocal in their disapproval of the 
choice of Ministers. All these pres¬ 
sures were of course accentuated by 
the Damocles’ sword of the Impend¬ 
ing confidence vote motion on 
August 20. 

The first and most pressing prob¬ 
lem the new Government had to deal 
with was to counter Mrs. Gandhi's 
browbeating tactics. The appointment 
of' Jmstice H. B, Khanna as Law 
Minister as well as the inclusion of 
T. A Pai, C. Subramanium and Karan 
Singh in the list oi Ministers was an 
open signal from the Chaudhury that 
he was not going to be cowed down 
by Mrs. Gandhi. The temporary 
confusion created by Justice 
Khanna’s resignation just two days 
after he bad taken the oath was 
quickly rectified by the new Govern¬ 
ment. S. N. Kackcr, an equally 
bitter critic of Mrs. Gandhi, succeed- 
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ed him. and in one of his first state¬ 
ments made it clear that there was 
no question of soft-pedalling on the 
Special Courts issue. This was In 
keeping with the general strategy 
laid down by the policy panel formed 
by Raj Narain a few days after the 
new Government took over. The 
panel, headed by Raj Narain and 
comprising Prime Minister Cbaran 
Singh, S. N. Mishra, R. K. Amin and 
Sushil Dbara, had emphasised that no 
compromises would be made. 

The Chaudhury Government also 
showed considerable political matu¬ 
rity in not unduly panicking at the 
Indira Congress support to the Janata 
Parly in Bihar. In fact, Raj Narain 
went as far as to predict a “vertical 
split’’ ip the Indira Congress if it 
ronlimied to support RSS-dominated 
Parties. The Janata (S) evidently 
believed that Mrs. Gandhi could not 
Hght now afford to vote against the 
Charan Singh Government and the 
aggr('.<;<.ive po-stures struck by her 
were essentially part of psyctiolugical 
.warfare. Their belief wa.s, as events 
proved, unwarranted. 

On Augu^st 4, Chaudhury Cbaran 
Singh announcer! that he would seek 
a confidence vote on the 20th of the 
month and on the very next day he 
declared that he would quit if be 
lost the vole. This declaration 
followed a.ssuranccs by both the 
AIADMK as well as the Akali groups 
that they would support him in the 
confidence vote. This increased the 
Chaudhury’s strength in Parliament 



bv 2!} and growinl; hopes of the 
CPl(M)-led Left Front also support¬ 
ing him, put him in a better position 
than where he had been when he 
came to power. Encouraged at this 
consolidation of the new Govern¬ 
ment’s strength in Parliament, the 
Chaudhury camp started drawing up 
plans for important policy deci.sions. 
.\mong these were the restoration ot 
the tninorily character of the Aligarh 
Muslim Univer.sity, upgrading of the 
status of Urdu and provision of ade¬ 
quate facilities for Haj pilgrims. Alt 
these were to restore the confidence 
among the Muslim population of the 
country. The exact timing of the 
aiinuuncement of these decisions was 
however a matter of debate in the 
Chaudhury camp and while ‘Nelaji’ 
Raj Narain was very keen that these 
should be made before the conti- 
dence vote, the majority opinion in 
the Janata (S) as well as the Con¬ 
gress (S) was that it should be post¬ 
poned to after August 20, the new 
Government also made it clear that 
while it would continue to fight it 
the RSS would not be banned. Plans 
were also made to abandon the adult 
education scheme which the R.SS had 
cornered during Janata rule and 
thruugh which had allegedly misused 
large amounts of funds. 

By the end of the first week ot 
August, it became increasingly clear 
that neither Babuji’s nor Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s tactics had succeeded in Ihrow- 
mg the new Govtu'nment completely 
out of gear. Mrs. Gandhi herscll 
admitted in a public rally ou August 
9 that she would nut “take any hasty 
action to pull down the Government’’. 
“We will move step by step. Our 
first ste.p was complete with the 
fall of the Janata Government, now 
we will wait and see. We would not 
step into a weak plank,*’ Mrs Gandhi 
said. Later, of course, she chose the 
option of a midterm poll, rather than 
temporary support to the Chaudhury. 

On the policy front, the new Gov¬ 
ernment was understandably hesitant, 
but it took its first major dectsiou 
on 13 August when it decided to 
withdraw the Resprve Bank Ordi¬ 
nance and allow the CDS ordinance 
to lapse. Just a month back, the 
Morarji Government had by an 
ordinance wilhjfcld the repayment of 
this year’s instalment under the 
Compulsory Deposit Scheme on the 
plea of curbing inflation. Another 
ordinance had also been passed by 
the previous Government banning 
strikes and go-slow tactics by Re 
serve Bank employees. The with¬ 
drawal of these ordinances won the 
new Government considerable sup¬ 
port among the working class and 
went some wav in clearing doubts 
among them of the ‘kulak’ and ‘anti- 
worker’ image of the new Prime 
Minister. lit also paved the way for 
support from the CPM, who now had 
little reason not to support the 
Chaudhury.* 

On the administrative front, the 
Government made a few important 
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nppointimnts. . Central Board of 
Direct Taxes member 0. V. Kuruvilla, 
from wbom the key charge of In¬ 
vestigations was taken away last year 
by the Morarji Government after he 
unearthed certain income-tax fUes of 
Kanti Desai which were given up for 
“lost”, was Iwought back. There was 
also a proposal to pramote S. N. 
lastry, director of inspection, a pro¬ 
motion which was held up for months 
by the previous Government because 
ot SasPtry’s role u me Balasuora- 
manium episode. Anotner appomt- 
mvnt by tne new Government was of 
the former secretary to tbe bbab 
Cummission, C K. Kajgopal, who was 
humiliated by the Morarjt Govern¬ 
ment, as director of tne Central He- 
serve horcc, Tbe previous director 
H. C. Gopal who because of hts con¬ 
nections with the rulmg caucus ot 
the Janata managed to cling on to 
his post in spim of his inept handling 
ot lue Cttl' revolt, was given short 
shnlt. A bureaucrat wno was re¬ 
moved by the Charan isiugb Govern- 
meut was V. V. Nagerkar, additional 
inspector general, Maharashtra, woo 
was close to MorarjL A list of 
bureaucrats to be brought back as 
well as another of tnose to be re¬ 
moved was drawn up. These 
decisions were to be implemented 
atier .the 20 August conwdence vote 
It Chaudhury survived. Among the 
most signihcant of the coming trans¬ 
fers was the move to replace l-'oreign 
Secretary Jagat Mehta with Ram 
Sathe, the present Indian ambassa¬ 
dor to Peking. Chaudhury Ctaarau 


I HERE was a sense of re¬ 
lief in Maharashtra fol¬ 
lowing the collapse of 
Prime Minister Charan 
Singh’s Government His 
Deputy Prime Minister, Y. B. Chavan 
has become a painful thorn in the 
side of the State as he manoeuvred 
the contradiction of keeping his pro¬ 
tege Sbarad Pawar in power in Ma¬ 
harashtra and maintaining a diffe¬ 
rent political alignment in Mew 
Delhi. Organisationally, he supported 
the breakaway group in Mahiunishtra 
and the parent body in Delhi. Chavan 
had in any case been reduced to a 
factional leader in Mahara^tra with 
his influence extending only to parts 
of Western Maharashtra and parts 
of Marathwada. With the triumvi¬ 
rate that consisted of himsetf, Mr. 
Vasantdada Patil and the late Mr. 


Singh was furious with Jagat Mehta 
for making such a fool ot External 
Affairs Minister S. N. Mishra at 
Lusaka. 

The growing confidence of the 
Chaudhury was evident in his In- 
aependence Day speech. While no 
major policy decisions were enunciat¬ 
ed. the tenor of Charan Singh’s 
speech was a far cry from the weak 
and fumbling broadcast to the nation 
that he made just after becoming 
Prime Minister. The Chaudhury’s 
sabre-rattling point .about reconsider¬ 
ing India’s nuclear options if 
Pakistan made a bomb went down 
exceedingly well with the crowds 
and quite a few were heard saying, 
“Now we have a Jat as a Prime 
Minister, and he means business? 
Another point which the Chaudhury 
did well to stress was the necessity 
to protect the harijans and landless 
and poor farmers. This, added to 
Raj Narain’s instructions to the 
Kanjhawala farmers to call off their 
agitation against the harijans, help¬ 
ed Chaudhury’s image. 

The decision to increase fuel and 
etroleum product prices next dav 
id antagonise certain sections 
against the new Government but thr 
unpopular decision, which could have 
bwn easily postponed till after 2C 
August, also indicated that Chau- 
dhury Charan Singh was getting 
surer of himself as the days went bv. 
In the end, all this proved of no 
avail. And on Monday, August 20, 
24 days after being sworn in, Chau¬ 
dhury Charan Singh resigned. 


V. P. Naik he manoeuvred to keep 
his place in State politics in the late 
%0’s and*70’s but had to abandon all 
such plans after he parted compaav 
with them and threw in his lot with 
Mr. Sbarad Pawar after 1977, using 
Pawar to keep his foothold in the 
State. 

In helping Mr. Pawar to stay in 
power in Maharashtra despite ali 
odds Chavan had antagonised almost 
every section of Congressmen. He 
even ditched Congress unity because 
that required his protege to step 
down from the Chief Ministership of 
Maharashtra. This angered Mr. 
Vasantdada Patil and his group of 
Congressmen whose one-point pro¬ 
gramme since their ouster from 
power last year was to topple Mr. 
Shared Pawar. They tried variou.<i 


combinations but failed—and failed 
miserably—in their attempt even on 
the last day of the monsoon session 
of the State Legislature when they 
tried to bring a no-confidence motion 
against Mr Pawar. 

August 20 provided Vasantdada 
Patil with a new sense of purpose 
and he used it to advantage by leak¬ 
ing out the information that he 
might join Mrs. Gandhi’s Congress. 
He never actually joined it but it be¬ 
came obvious that the votes of the 
nine MPs he controlled in Maharash¬ 
tra could not Im' taken for granted 
by Chavan. Mr. Nasikrao ’Tirpude 
also, who broke away from the Cong¬ 
ress (I) and worked for Congress unity 
was angry with the Swaran Singh 
Congress because their group in Ma¬ 
harashtra did not support his col¬ 
league Mrs Prabha Iglao for the posi¬ 
tion of Leader of the Oppo.sition in 
the Assembly, with the result that 
Mrs Pratibha Patil of Congrcss(I) got 
elected. Chavan was therefore a man 
of straw in Delhi’.s politics and the 
crucial voles that Mr Charan Singh 
needed were eroded from his side 
too and not only from Mrs. Gandhi’s 
game of hide-and-seek with him. 

The political future of Maharash¬ 
tra will now see new dimensions fol¬ 
lowing the break in the almost con¬ 
tinuous leadership provided bv 
Chavah or his nominees. This means 
the almost certain ouster of Mr. 
Sharad Pawar a.s Chief Minister With 
the new incumbent being someone 
whom the new powers in Delhi will 
want. One certainly can't .see these 
leaders settling foi Mr. Sbarad 
Pawar. Another factor that will go 
against Mr. Pawar is the new mean¬ 
ing and advanta.ge that the Cong- 
ress(I) will derive from whatever 
new combination surfaces in Delhi. 
Mr Pawar is per.sona non grata 
with all Congress groups so his 
chances of reinammg in the saddle 
are slim. 

It is too pixmature to say what 
shape politic.s in Maharashtra will 
take. It could mean the end of Mara- 
tha domination as repro-sented htv 
Mr. y. B, Chavan and Mr. Sharad 
Pawar. It could mean the end of the 
style of politics set by the powerful 
sugar barons. It could mean new 
leadership from diflcrent quarters. 
Whatever it is, it will be. a drastic 
break from the style that Maha¬ 
rashtra witnes.sed in the last 20 year^ 
and setting a seal on this ironically, 
is the death of Mr. V. P. Naik, the 
Chief Mini.ster who ruled Maharash¬ 
tra for nearly 12 years. Mr. Naik 
though not a Maratha adopted the 
same style .of functioning as Mr. 
Chavan and it was ironical that at 
the time Mr. Chavan’.s short reign as 
Deputy Prime Minister came to an 
inglorious and sudden end, his pro¬ 
tege was on a specially chartered 
plane with the body of Mr. V. P. 
Naik on its wav to his hometown in 
Pusad. In the ashes of Mr. Naik one 
cannot help bul s(;e the cremation of 
a certain .stvle of functioning of the 
the political vclordiis. So he it ■ 


The topsy 
and turvy 
of Maharashtra 
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T had beea raining 
throughout the day 
and the sky was still over¬ 
cast. As the hands of 
-the clock marched inexor¬ 
ably towards 3 in the afternoon in 
Morvi, a beautiful former princely 
city of 60,000 in Saurashtra. things 
seemed routine enough. While some 
were having an attemoon siesta 
others were at work. Children were 
playing on verandahs, often darting 
out into the rain defying the elders. 
Though the monsoon seemed more 


intense than usual, no one had any 
idea that anything worse could hap¬ 
pen. 

Then, suddenly, with a frightening 
roar, water from the breached Macb- 
hu Uam Number 2, eight kilometres 
from Morvi. rolled into the ciW and 
within 15 minutes engulfed it. killjng 
hundreds of people and marking 
August 11 as a black Saturday for the 
gay and happy city. 

The disaster struck so suddenly 
that for most people there was no 
time for any evasive action. Recalled 




Mr. Gokaldas Parmar, a legislator 
who lives in Morvi: *T had just re¬ 
turned home and was preparing to 
sit down for a late lunch when the. 
first cry came about flood water.s 
rushing into the dty. I could scarce¬ 
ly believe it but hurrying out I saw 
a mob of nearly 150 running with all 
their might ahead of a massive pillar 
of water. Within seconds, everybody 
was under water which rose up to the 
second store.vs of the houses in the 
area.” It was more or less the same 
story all over the tiny dty, located 
on the banks of the river Machbu, 
about GO kilometres from Rajkot. The 
Macchu, affectionately calted mother, 
appeared bent on wiping out Morvi 
from the face of earth. 

Nearly 24 hours after the disaster, 
when a handful of reporters waded 
through water and slush into Morvi, 
it was a ghost city, ominously quiet 
and frightening. Roads and streets 
were clogged with thick layers of 
mud, often five feet high. Thousands 
of houses had keeled over, as if 
struck by a massive bomb. As the 
stunned newsmen slowly made their 
way, an overpowering stench had 
already started pervading the atmos¬ 
phere. The seasoned journalists 
could hardly trust their eyes when 
they saw the pictures of horror in the 
dty. A buffalo was hanging from 
atop a telephone pole near a .wall, 
flung high and dead by the monstrous 
flood waters. 

In another place, a mother and her 
child in a cradle lay dead. They were 
apparently having an afternoon nap 
and never had a chance. A patient, 
who was alert enough to start run¬ 
ning away from a hospital bed to save 
himself, was caught and turned up¬ 
side down by the vicious wave of the 
flash flood. Newsmen found his body 
resting against the gate of the hospi¬ 
tal with his legs in the air and head 
buried in the mud. A few had felt 
the urge to take shelter in temples 
but the gods had failed them. In a 
Rama temple, about 35 dead bodies 
were later found by rescue parties. 
Some had gone to a Shiva temple but 
the god of destruction had not spared 
them. Two or three bodies were 
actually found sprawling on the 
Shivaiinga. 

A young boy stood pinned against 
closed doors of a house virtually 
nailed to death by the fury of the 
flood waters. Scores of people had 
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no chance at all as the Ku^inj; waters 
caught them in low-l^ng areas-«n 
roads, on the ground floors of shops 
and houses. 

The waters moved at an incredibly 
high speed, burying many under 
water first followed by mud, hidden 
from eyes even three days after the 
deluge. Only the foul smell of decay¬ 
ing bodies betrayed their fate. In 
four days since the black Saturday, 
rescue parties had recovered nearly 
300 bodies from roads and streets 
with half a dozen bulldozers strain¬ 
ing to remove the slush to clear the 
area. So ferocious had been the flood 
waters that many vehicles, even laden 
trucks, had been flung against pucca 
houses, smashing the vehicles to 
matchwood and toppling houses. 


There had been no advance warning, 
or even premonition of the impending 
disaster, though there was a warning 
about the water-level rising at the 
Machhu Dam Number 2, right from 
10.30 a.m. on Saturday. There is yet 
another dam upstream, known as 
Machhu Dam Number 1 where the 
level had gone up leading to a heavy 
discharge into the Number 2 dam. 
Dam Number 2 had a capacity for a 
little over 2 lakh cusecs of water, 
designed on the basis of rainfall for 
the past one hundred years. The 
composite dam consisted of a 676-foot 
spillway and a 301-foot non-overflow 
section, both of rubble and masonry. 
It had earthen flanks, of 7,694 feet 
on tte Jeft and 4.589 foot on the right. 
The total length of the composite 


dam was 13,225 feet 

The root of the tragedy lay in the 
fact that the dam got as much as 
five lakh cusecs of water in a short 
time owing to unprecedented and 
heavy rains in the catchment areas, 
ranging between 24 and 30 inSies in 
the preceding 12 hours. This is 
higher than even the entire season’s 
rainfall in the area in most years. 
The State Government says it was 
inevitable that the heavy pressure of 
water flowing into the dam in a quan¬ 
tity unheard of earlier ruptured and 
washed away the earthen sides on 
both flanks. The breach was as wide 
as 1.200 feet on the left and 2;500 
feet on the right, which let loose a 
terrifying flood of water into Morvi, 
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The breaches occurred around 3 p.in. 
and within fifteen to twenty minutes 
waters had engulfed the entire city 
dealing a death blow to life and pro¬ 
perty. 

According to many residents, the 
water level remained high, at about 
15 to 20' feet, for nearly three hours, 
before i^ started receding slowly. No 
rescue operations were possible in 
the city itself because by then it 
was night, enveloping the city in 
ghostly darkness. Electricity had 
failed during the deluge and so 
had the water supply. Everybody bad 
to fend for himself, though scores of 
people tried to help neighbours and 
others, rescuing them from buildings 
that threatened to topple. No one 
even knew of the massive scale of 
disaster. The telephone exchange 
was destroyed and so were roads and 
rail links, cutting off Morvi from the 
rest of the world on that fateful day. 
It was not till the next morning that 
word reached Rajkot, 60 kilometres 
awav, that something bad happened 
at Morvi. 

HEN the first rescue 
parties reached there, 
the city was still water¬ 
logged in many low-lying 
areas and there was thick 
mud everywhere. By the evening of 
August 15, as many as 600 bodies had 
been recovered in Morvi where rescue 
and relief operations had at last 
swung into full form. It was feared 
that the death toll would rise to 
about one thousand. ■ 

The Janata administration initially 
appeared to have been stunned into 
paralysing numbness and the relief 
machinery got into operation rather 
jerkily. Till the evening of August 
14, the State capital did not have even 
a general picture of the grim situa¬ 
tion. On the evening of August 13, 



The count of corpses 


r r IS a macabre guessing game 
How many people have reall^ 
been killed in the Machhu dam 
burst in Morvi? The flamboyant 
former Chief Minister and chait^ 
man of the Gujarat uidt of the 
Janata(S) says at least 10,000 
perished. The president of the 
municipal council of the ill-starred 
dty, Morvi, Mr. Ratibhai Desai, 
who has lost a 16-year-son in the 
flood, feels the number could be . 
as much as 25,000. 

On the basis of body count 800 
had been found till August 16. The 
Gujarat Government says about a 
thousand may have died. Pro¬ 
bably the true figure of the toll 
may never be known. The mas¬ 
sive pillar of water that rose from 
the breached Machhu Dam Number 
2 and smashed buildings, bridges 
and everything solid that came in 
Its way could have swept away 
hundreds wh^se bodies may never 
be traced. 

The Janata(S) leader says his 
estimate of 10,000 dead is a Con¬ 


servative one and charges the 
State Government for hiding the 
figures. It is likely that the Guja¬ 
rat Government itsetf has no dear 
and definite idea. Mr. Chiman- 
bhai Patel, who has an uncanxw 
political ability to go on the of¬ 
fensive. has diallenged the Gov¬ 
ernment to begin a census of peo¬ 
ple in Morvi and of those from 
Mixrvi who have migrated else¬ 
where before and in the after- 
math of the havoc and deduct the 
total number from the total popu¬ 
lation of Mcuvi. estimated roughly 
between 60,000 and 66;000. 

But it is not so easy. The last 
census was in 1971 and the ponu- 
lation may have gone up since 
and there may not be up-todate 
records now after the deluge. 
However, excepting the Govern¬ 
ment and its officials, everybody 
who has been to Morvi and back 
—to hell and back, as Some put 
it—^feels pretty sure that the death 
toll is much higher than the 1,000 
ftat the administration is prepar¬ 
ed to admit 


.senior officials and Minister.s were 
unable even to give an estimate 
of the number of dead. 

The Press, worried over the official 
silence over the death toll, started 
speculating on the basis of informa¬ 
tion available from different sources. 
When it transpired that there wa.s nu 
information on the fate of nearly 
14,000 |:^ople in Maliya and about 13 
other villages beyond Morvi, fears 
began to mount that the toll would 


be as high as 10.000. Some even 
hazarded an astronomical figure of 
25.000. 

A distinct sigh of relief was how¬ 
ever heaved bv the Government when 
after three days of frustration and 
fear, the Chief Minister Babubhai 
Patel flew into Maliya In a helicopter 
to find that not a single life had been 
lost in the village of 7,000, although 
it had been inundated bv flood waters. 

The Government has made a pre- 






liminary -assessment of loss of pro¬ 
perty and damage to farminK at Rs. 
95 crores. Morvi and 68 other vil- 
laRes wore hit by heavy rains and 
floods, affecting a population of 1.55 
lakhs. Crops worth Rs. 12 crores 
were washed away while another Rs. 
18 crores damages was caused to fields 
by inundation. Industrial units in 
Morvi, renowned for its wall clocks, 
pottery and roofing tiles, suffered a 
loss of Rs. 10 crores while 20,000 
houses have either been destroyed or 
damaged substantially. 

Fifty thousand tonnes of cement 
will be needed for rehabilitation 
which will take a long time. While 
it is possible to reconstruct lost pro- 
pertv. the trail of human misery that 
has been left by the dam burst will 
haunt people for a long time. Morvi 
has become a deserted city with 
thousands of people having volunta¬ 
rily left the town for relief camps at 
Rajkot and Gondal. 

The evil stench of death pervades 
Morvi now. People are glassy eyed 
and have vacant looks on their faces, 
unable to comprehend the tragedy. 
Some inhabitants felt like weeping 
as they approached the town when 
thousands of people, young and old 
alike, were trudging out of Morvi. 
“They were strenuouslv staggering 
on their wav to Rajkot from one step 
to another. Many had small bundles 
of belongings, hastily put together, on 
their head. Some had nothing at al^ 
not even chappals on their feet as 
thev fled the city of death.” 

The editor of Rajkot’s prestigious 
Guiarati daily. Phulchhad. Mr. H?r- 
sukh Sanghani, lamented the slovenli- 
less with which relief operations had 
swung into action. “Even after four 
days of the havoc, streets were still 
being cleared of dead bodies. Many 
of the bodies recovered were crema' 
ted after a lapse of many hours. In 
addition, there were scores of animals 
—cows, buffaloes and goats—^whose 
rotting carcasses too were to be dis- 
po.sed of.” This could cause an out¬ 
break of epidemic although DDT 
spraying was being done. 

One of the obstacles in the speedier 
disposal of corp.scs was a dire short¬ 
age of wood to cremate the dead bo¬ 
dies. It was rushed from other places 
by August 14. Much of the disposal 
work was done by home guards and 
voluntary agencies, though the army 
was deployed, for help. 

Even as rdscue and relief opera¬ 
tions were under way. a bitter contro¬ 
versy was erupting over whether or 
not adequate precautions were taken 
to ward off such an appalling loss of 
life and property. Opposition leaders 
like Mr. Chimanbhai Patel, chairman 
of the Janata (S) in Gujarat. Mr. 
Madhavsinh Solanki, leader of the 
Congress (I) and others have assailed 
the Government for its “failure” in 
providing earlier preventive measures 
and then in giving speedy succour to 
the victims. To ward off the welter 
of criticism and partly to placate 
many within the Janata Party, the 
Chief Minister has announced that a 
commission of inquiry, headed by a 
judge of the High Court, would be 
set up to look into the Morvi disaster. 


A technical person will also be a:;- 
sociated with the Commission so that 
various technical points, such as alle- 
nations of poor designinn of the dam 
could be probed effectively. 

As Mr. Charan Singh’s followers 
are still a tiny minority in the home 
State of Mr. Morarji Desai. the 
tragedy will assume serious political 
overtones. In fact, even a Janata 
legislator, and leader of the farmers’ 
lobby, Mr. Vallabhbhai Patel, has 
fired the first salvo. He alleged that 
two years ago he had complained 
that the dam had been poorly design¬ 
ed and had called for remedial mea¬ 
sures. Though he was supported bv 
experts, Mr. Patel said, his plea fell 
on deaf ears. The shot is intended 
for the Irrigation Minister, Mr. 
Keshubhai Patel, who belongs to the 
Jana Sangh bloc in the Janata Party 
which is at loggerheads with the 
farmers’ lobby. 

The Jana Sangh has been opposed 
to the lobby for more than 28 months. 
The lobby, which had till sometime 
ago followed Mr. Charan Singh, wants 
the Sangh out of the Ministry. In 
the wake of the coming to power of 
Mr. Charan I Singh .Vallabhbhai Patel 
had even suggested that Sangh 
Ministers in the Babubhai Cabinet, 
having RSS links, should quit. The 
Morvi tragedy will come in bandy for 
exerting further political pressures 
on the Chief Minister by politicians. 
This would be despite the fact that 
among the voluntary agencies work¬ 
ing bard in Morvi was the BSS batch 
from Rajkot. 

It has been estimated that at least 
a month will elapse before some 
semblance of normalcy is restored in 
the havoc-stricken Morvi. Aid on a 
massive scale, coupled with human 
understanding of the problems of re 
habilitation. will be needed. But it 
is certain that whatever is done, the 
city that was once the pride of Sau 
rashlra. will never, never be the same 
again—some scars are too deep to 
heal ever. 


Accident or human failure? 


INEFFICIENCY, a human traits 
^ may have added to the mis¬ 
fortune that hit Morvi when the 
Machhu Dam Number 2 breached 
wide open to unleash a massive 
messenger of death. Apart from 
the charges of poor designing of 
the dam, whidi had been built 
with earthen sidings to its masonry 
work, there is suspicion, that ad¬ 
equate precautions were not taken 
ffl good time to at least mitigate 
the disaster. 

Some residents of Morvi say 
that not all the 18 gates of the 
dam had been opened to release 
the water from the two-lakh-cusec- 
capadty dam. Mr. Chimanbhai 
Patel, chairman of the Gujarat 
Janata(S), saysHhat even after the 
disaster two of the gates were still 
not open. He was told during a 
visit to Morvi that the two gates 
were to be opened only in an 
emergency. 

Mr. Patel has also raised doubts 
about safety measures implement¬ 
ed at the dam site. He says that 
the Machhu Number 1 had been 
overflowing on Friday itself, lead¬ 
ing to a heavy discharge of water 
into the catchment area of number 
2 dam. Were the gates of the 
number 2 dam opened on Friday J 


Begun in 1961-62, the dam took 
as many as ten years to complete. 
Doubts also seem to exist about 
whether its earthwork bad been 
made strong enough. And last 
but not least, did the dam site 
have a working telephone connec¬ 
tion with the outer areas to warn 
thena of any impending danger? 
Again, according to Mr. Chisian- 
bhai Patel, a person, identified as 
Mr. Kisbore Vakil, had set out in 
a tonga before the dam burst to 
warn of the impending disaster. 
He. the tonga and the horses were 
all swept away by the flood. 

A Janata legislator, Mr. Va' 
labhbhai Patel, has raised ques¬ 
tions about the design of the dam 
while some Opposition leaders 
have spoken of inadequate arrange¬ 
ments to warn people in time. It 
so happened that there was a vwry 
heavy downpour, reaching up to.24 
to 30 inches in catchment areas in 
the preceding 24 hours, triggering 
the flash flqods udiich ted to 
tremendous water pressure in Djim 
number 2. The commission of 
inquiry which Mr. Babubhai Patel. 
Chief Minister, has promised will 
have to consider this and many 
other points. 










Shri Singh has not 
contradicted me even once 

RSS general secretary Rajendra Singh replied to Madhu Limaye's attack on the RSS 
in the August 12 issue of SUNDAY, in this piece, MADHU LIMAYE shows that 
Mr Singh has not answered satisfactorily a single specific charge against the RSS. 


HAVE gone tbrougli Mr 
Rajendra Singh's reply to 
my article published in 
SUNDAY. Everybody 
knows that his organi¬ 
sation believes in the doctrine 
of "End justifies the means.” The 
large number of apology letters 
which the members of his organisa¬ 
tion wrote to Mrs Gandhi during the 
Emergency in order to secure (heir 
release from jail is convincing proot 
that this organisation does not stand 
for uprightness and self-saccifice— 
values which were inculcated by 
Mahatma Gandhi during the free¬ 
dom struggle. He has alleged that 
my article contains "many wrong 
and half-wrong facts and surmises” 
But he docs nut convincingly refute 
one single statement of mine. 

Let me begin with his denial that 
RSS efforts were not blessed by the 
Indian princes. I wander whether he 
has read the official biography of the 
) founder of the RSS, Dr. Hedgewar. 
j which has a foreword by no less a 
i person than the chief of the RSS and 
j Its spiritual guru, the late Mr M. S. 

] Golwalkar. That biography itself savs 
, that the former princely families of 
Nagpur and Kolhapur blessed Dr 
I Hedgewar’s efforts to form the RSS. 

; He cannot deny that the princes of 
the old Madhya Bharat area, includ¬ 
ing Gwalior, always favoured the 
growth of communal forces, first the 
I Hindu Muhasabha and subsequently 
I the RSS and Jana Sangh. 

I As to pro-Nazi sympathies of the 
i RSS before the Second World War, 1 
j would only cite this quotation from 
Ml’. M. S. (iulwalkar's book. We oi 
Our Nationhood Defiavd- Mv quota 
tiou is from the 4th popular edition 
of this book. This will bring out Mr 
Golwalkar’s pernicious doctrine; 

*'.German race pride has now 

become the topic of the day. To keep 
up the purity of the race and its 
culture. Germany shocked the world 
by her purging the country of the 
Semitic races — the Jews. Race pride 
■t its highest has been manifested 
here. Germany has also shown how 
well nigh impossible it is for races 
and cultures, having differences go¬ 
ing to the root, to be assimilated into 
one united whole, a good lesson for 
use in Hindustan to learn and nrofit 
by.. " 
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The RSS principle of ekaebalaka 
nuvartitva (one directing person) 
also bears a close resemblance to 
Hitler’s Fcuhrer Prinzip (leader 
principle). 

That the RSS-Jana Sangh tried to 
disturb my meetings is a fact They 
distributed leaflets asking me ques¬ 
tions about the RSS. It is laughable 
to maintain that the questions were 
asked and slogans were raised by 
anti-RSS people. The sympathies of 
these disturbers of peace were 
known to the audience who did nol 
give them any quarter. 

I agree with Mr Rajendra Singh 
that in the early days of Chinese in¬ 
cursion into India Mr Golwalkar also 
condemned this attack (althougli he 
was by no means the first one to do 
to). I had myself said that they used 
to join the Himalava llachao confe¬ 
rences sponsored by our leader, the 
late Dr. Rammanohar Lohia. M\ 
question was when China has nol 
changed even a bit, when five out¬ 
standing issues viz. Kashmir, .Sikkim, 
our occupied territory, dictatorship 
and sinicisation of Tibet, and Chinese 
help to insurgency in our north¬ 
eastern region reiiiain utiiesoivcd. 
whv do the RSS ncwspaiwrs create 
a euphoria about China and abuse 
me fur defending the Indian national 
interests? Every single lorcign policy 
issue which 1 have agitated furthers 
primarily the cause ol our nation 
and, incidentally, the cause of the 
downtrodden peoples across the 
world. 

The statement of the RSS General 
Secretary that he made no affidavit 
is a lie. I never charged that he 
made an affidavit to the effect that 
the RSS was a political Parly. What 
I said was that the RSS leaders had 
averred that they champion the 
cause of Hindu rashtra (as against 
the secular nationalism of Mahatma 
Gandhi and other leaders of the 
national movement), that the RSS 
leaders proclaim that it had a dis¬ 
tinct political philosophy of its own. 
that they had many MPs and even 
Ministers, and further that although 
they did not take active part in poli¬ 
tics today this policy could be-chan¬ 
ged and they could even begin to 
take active part in political activities 
and fight elections. These statements 
of mine have not been denied by 
Mr Rajendra Singh nor is he in a 


position to deny them for they have 
been taken from their own affidavit. 
Otherwise he would be open to the 
charge of making a false statement 
before a court and would be hauled 
up for perjury. 

1 always speak with self-restraint 
and do not make allegations unless 
I am supported by the facts. I have 
not held the RSS responsible for 
every communal riot in the country. 
But can he deny that Mr Dinanath 
Pandey, who played a disreputable 
role in the Jamshedpur communal 
riot, was a local Jana Sangh MLA 
with RSS affiliation? Similarly the 
role of Mr Navman in Aligarh was 
deplorable, and Mr Chandnashekbar, 
President of the Janata Party, had to 
remove him from his position as 
president of the Aligarh. Janata 
Party. Mr Navman too had RSS con¬ 
nections. Would Mi Rajendra Singh 
describe these persons as stray indi¬ 
viduals? 

S TO the taperecorded 
speech of Mr Balasaheb 
Deoras at Jamshedpur I 
would be glad to receive 
a copy and if it turns out 
to be authentic I shall offer my ana¬ 
lysis of the speech in due course. As 
far as the apology letters are con¬ 
cerned T spent my 19 months of in¬ 
carceration in three prisons in areas 
which were RSS-Jana Sangh stroni(- 
holds. Everybody knows that in Rai¬ 
pur jail in my speeches at the Tilak 
Jayanti day on August 1 and the 
August revolution day on August 9 
I had earnestly to appeal to the RSS 
people and othcr.s not to show moral 
weakness and try to obtain release 
through abject surrender to Mrs 
Gandhi. What has Mr Rajendra 
Singh to say about Mr Deoras's 
letter to Mrs Gandhi in which he 
congratulated her on her “victory” 
in the Raj Narain election jpetition 
before the Supreme Court which she 
secured by rigging the election law 
and the Constitution? 

As to the conduct of the socialists, 
what is relevant is not the numbers 
but their moral fibre. We socialists 
have been brought’ up in the tradi¬ 
tion of the freedom movement and 
have played our part in the freedom 
struggle, including the 1942 move¬ 
ment, and we cannot condone such 
behaviour on the part of anyone. We 











do not need Mr Rajendra Singh’s 
certificates in this regard for his 
organisation not only kept away 
from the 1942 movement but indi¬ 
rectly cooperated with the British 
war effort. 

One must be grateful to Mr Rajen¬ 
dra Singh for saying that Or. Subra- 
maniam Swamy does not speak for 
the RSS.' but am not aware that his 
utterances and activities have been 
repudiated by the RSS. For two long 
years be has been engaged in assass¬ 
inating the characters of Mr Atal 
Behari Vajpayee, Mr George Fernan¬ 
des and others. Am I to understand 
from Mr Rajendra Singh's good chit 
to Dr Swamv that it was the RSS 
which encouraged him to attack Mr 
Vajpayee, the only popular leader in 
the former Jana Sangh ranks, with 
a view to keeping him properly alig¬ 
ned with the reactionary policies of 
the RSS? It is unfortunate that Mr 
Vajpayee doe.s not have the guts to 
fight this gutter politics! 

Once again I reiterate that the 
Janata Partv was formed on the 
basis of the creed of the ’V.stablish- 
ment of a secular, democratic, socia¬ 
list state based on Gandhian values”. 
We made no compromise with the 
RSS ideology. 

In conclusion I would like to draw 
the attention of the readers to Bunch 
of Thoughts written bv li'»» Mr M. S 
Golwalkar. chief of the RSS so that 
they can form an idea about the real 
views of the RSS. In this book, chap¬ 
ter 12 has been ititled fnternul 


Threats and along with communists, 
he includes the Muslims and the 
Christians—the whole communities 
•—ns internal threats to India. Mr 
Golwalkar says that non-Hindus must 
completely adopt the Hindu way of 
life before they can even claim basic 
citizenship rights {We. pages 55-56). 
He has repeatedly denounced demo¬ 
cracy and socialism as foreign theo¬ 
ries unsuited to Indian cultural tradi¬ 
tions. He is a great defender of the 
old system of four yarnas under 
which it is laid down that the swa- 
dharma (duty) of the shudras is the 
service of the upper varnas (“dwi- 
.iati sushrusha”—in Kau'iivn'.s Artha 
■yhmhtira, a book which Mr Golwal- 
kar praises as having “few equals" 
in literature on politics). He has de¬ 
nounced the federal structure of the 
Constitution as a poisonous seed and 
has openly called for re-examination 
and redrafting of the Constitution 
vrith a view to establishing a unitary 
form of Government where there 
will be no .Slates, no Slate Legisla- 
latures. no State Ministries but "one 
country, one state, one legislature 
and one cvecutive” (Bunch of 
Thoughlii, pages 212, 456-57). 'fhis 
doctrine militates not only against 
our Constitution but against the 
Janata Parly manifesto’s stress onde- 
cenralisation. The RSS has no respect 
for the national flag. Their ideal and 
symbol has always been Bhagwa 
dhwaja (Ibid, page 335). 

As to economic philosophy the 
RSS people have none. They have 


defended the iniquitous hierarchical 
social order of Hindus in which shud¬ 
ras and adishudras are fated to be 
semi slaves. Mr Golwalkar also 
laments the fact that landlordism 
was abolished after Independence, 
(ibid, page 193). He would have very 
much liked the zamindari and feudal 
elements to continue to enjoy their 
ill-gotten privileges and power. This 
is what the RSS has to offer to the 
people of India. 

India’s main problem is the prob¬ 
lem of poverty and the destruction 
of the stranglehold of the ruling 
class than which there has been no 
more rapacious class in the entire 
history of the world. This calls tor a 
patient and long drawn out struggle. 
One thing is clear; the RSS may 
have discipline, they may catch 
the young when they are raw 
and freeze their mental pro¬ 
cesses and make them automahons— 
and some people with twisted minds 
may even prefer this—but I have no 
doubt that these people cannot be 
our partners in the struggle tor 
social transformation. 

Their organisation was banned by 
Mrs Gandhi. Like others they, too, 
suffered under the Emergency. For 
some time their road and our road 
met; we cooperated to destroy the 
dictatorial regime. But we have no 
desire to exchange one dictatorship 
with a different type of dictatorship, 
the semi-fascist rule of the RSS. We 
will therefore continue to fight for 
democracy and socialism. ■ 
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Above: the flooded outfield. Below right: the end of Botham’s innings 


I OR THREE INNINGS IN 
a row the exit of Sunil 
Gavaskar had heralded 
the virtual disintegration 

-1 of India’s batting. TTius 

when this prolific rungetter once 
again failed to get a hundred in the 
Lord’s Test and departed from the 
scene 4.5 minutes before tea on the 
fourth day leaving his side still 224 
runs in arrears, the writing was 
starkly on the wall for the tourists 
It was a jolt for the cvnics however, 
when there blossomed a miraculous 
third wicket partnership. 

As it tranepired, it was not until a 
quarter of an hour after tea on the 
final dav that England were to earn 
another breakthrough by which time 
both Dilip Vengsarkar and Gundappa 
Vishwanath had completed their 
centuries and in the process a stand 
of 210 runs had been realised for 
their team. More important as 
admitted by Mike Brearley later on, 
he had given up all hopes of forcing 
a victory. In tact Yastipai bnarma 
and Anshunian Gaekwad who were 
at the crease for th(»e final minutes 
provided no indication of discomfort 
and it could be safely concluded that 
India had deservingly saved the 
match. 

The knock of 103 which fetched 
Vengsarkar Comhill’s Man of the 
Match award and the Cricketer of 


the VA-ck pii^c troni Huadau I’ele 
graph is dctini'cly the most signifi¬ 
cant he has played in Tests. On this 
occasion not merely was he more se¬ 
cure than his more gifted partner- 
hut having fared miserably in his 
three prcviou.s outings he was In 
danger of being overlooked for the 
next Test if he did not make amends 
with this opportunity. Compared to 
the redoubtable Greg Chappell by a 
well known English critic, he still 
does not bend over the ball to the 
extent the purist would desire nor 
does he drop the ball dead when 
playing defensive but it is beyond 
question that he is a highly talented 
striker of the ball with fluent onside 
shots. Vishwanath tried to shield 
him for a while against Botham when 
the second new bail was requisition¬ 
ed on the fifth morning. However 
the Bombay lad soon proved that he 
required no cover, thrusting forward 
a very sound display against all the 
English seamers including the mena¬ 
cing Hendrick. Not insignificantly 
this was the slowest phase of his in¬ 
nings yet It characterised the deter¬ 
mination in his approach and obvi¬ 
ously an ability to survive a testing 
period. 

Ever since the day Vengsarkar 
scored an explosive hundred at 
Nagpur in the 1975 Irani 
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tie his on- 

notable feature. Twice, however, 
in the course of this grand 
effort at Lord’s he cracked the ball 
so crisply to the extra cover fence 
that strategists henceforth will have 
to think twice before branding him 
as weak on the offside. When finally 
dismissed — caught by Boycott at 
mid on off Edmonds — he was not 
exactly lured into error, but forced 
into a lapse in. coApentration. He had 
played his part in a most distingui¬ 
shed manner and there were few re¬ 
grets about his dismissal. 

For Vishwanath a clas^ display 
even in a crisis is commonplace. In¬ 
deed by virtue of his erstwhile deeds 
he has placed himself on such a pe¬ 
destal that in his case anything short 
of the very best is liable to be com¬ 
mented upon with a degree of reser¬ 
vation. During his long vigil he edg¬ 
ed or played and missed quite a few 
deliveries outside the off stomp and 
was fortunate to have an easy catch 
dropped by Brearley off Hendrick 
when he was 89. 

He eventually succumbed to ex¬ 
haustion — driving at a half-volley 
from John Lever and holing out to 
extra cover where Gower took a sty¬ 
lish and acrobatic catch. 

For both exponents it was their 
maiden Test hundred in En^and. As 
is understandable it could not have 
been at a belter moment. Vengsar- 
kar’s was the first ton at Lord’s by an 
Indian .since Vinoo Mankad’s 184 in 
1.952 while V'shwanath notched un 
his ninth in Tests with liZ. 


Vengsarkar pulls Miller for a four 





VENTS IN THIS MAlcn 
began with confusion ab¬ 
out the toss. Each cap¬ 
tain claimed that the 
-other had lost but stran¬ 
gely enough there seemed to be no 
disagreement about which side 
should take first strike. Brearley 
kept insisting right up to lunch cm 
the first day that Venkat had called 
incorrectly and even iestfully re¬ 
marked during the break when India 
were 49 for 2 ; “There Is no reason 
.vet to deny my earlier statement". 
It was ultimately resolved that the 
Englishman had wrongly identified 
the face of the coin but that brought 
no relief to India’s plight as they 
plunged to 96 all out in less than a 
four-hour tenure at the wicket. 
Gavaskar's 42 was the only redeem¬ 
ing aspect although it was grossly 
insufficient in view of the situation. 
As always, he looked as if he would 
o on endlessly till the irregular 
owler Graham Gooch lured him in¬ 
to complacency and indiscretion. 
Gavaskar tried to cut a ball not short 
enough for the stroke and wicketkee¬ 
per Bob Taylor who demonstated in 
this game why he is labelled as the 
greatest in his trade made no mis¬ 
take with the simple offering. 
Vishwanath had been snapped up 
by Brearley at first slip off Hendrick 
for 21 and when Yashpal Sharma, 
upset by a foreign body in his left 
eye became another of Taylor’s vic¬ 
tims off Botham, it was all over bar 
the vodferous resentment amongst 
the Indian supporters beside the 
mound stand. To be bundled out for 





Hob Taylor after being hit by a 
bouncer 
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Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


“Anaein is a big help 
for quick relief from 
the miseries of colds 
and flu" 

says Nurse Natalia D’Souza 



What causes colds and flu? How does Anaein help? 


Air-borne viruses from infected persons 
spread colds and flu. Normally, the 
body resKts these viruses. But over- 
exertion or under-nourishmcnt weak¬ 
ens the body and lowers resistance to 
infection. 

What are the symptoms? 

Bodyaehe, heaviness in the head, 
sneezing and a runny nose. Flu is often 
accompanied by shivering, discomfort 
and .sweating. Cough, sore throat, loss 
of appetite and fatigue may follow. 

Can it lead to complications? 

Negiecied ca.scs may lead to pneumonia 
and infection of the upper respiratory 
tract. 


Anaein relieves the misery of colds and 
flu. Anaein is strong—it contains more 
of the pain-reliever doctors most 
recommend all over the world. Anaein 
is trusted by millions. It is a com¬ 
bination of medicines like a doctor’s 
trusted prescription. So at the first 
signs of cold or flu take Anaein four 
times a day. 

What else should you do? 

• Drink plenty of fluids, boiled water, 
orange or sweet lime juice 

• Eat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

• Gargle with antiseptic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properly ventilated 
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less than three figures for the seven¬ 
th time in England signifies the gene¬ 
ral predicament of Indian touring 
sides on this soil during the past 47 
years. 

S AT EDGBASTON BRE 
arlcy obliged carlv, suc¬ 
cumbing to Kapil Dev. 
But it was on the second 

-morning that the fighting 

spirit of the visitors first came to 
light. Ghavri hurled down one mar- 
vellou.s over in’ which Boycott padd¬ 
ed up to a delivery and appeared 
plumb in front but the otherwise 
competent Dickie Bird did not 
budge. Off the next ball he fenced 
far away from his body and Gavas¬ 
kar took a capable catch. The follow- 
ing delivery to the new batsman. 

Inn Botham: an action study 


Gower, evoked a lusty appeal for 
Ibw hut once more there was no res¬ 
ponse. Meanwhile Kanil at the other 
end chipped in to clean bowl Gooch 
hut two very heavy downpours rul- 
. for the rest of 

that Friday. 

Jim Fairbrother, the head grounds¬ 
man at Lord’s and his staff did a 
miraculous job to ensure play only 
an hour behind schedule on the third 
day. After the fall of the third wic¬ 
ket for 71 there were no further set¬ 
backs for. England till a century 
partnership had emanated through 
Gower and Randall. Gower got a 
swashbuckling 82 which was streaky 
at times but embellished with fierce 
cuts and square drives and a six 
apiece oil Bedi and Venkat. Randall, 
playing to retain his place in the 



Vishwananh ■ a study in concentration 


side was naturally more cautious 
but having completed a fairly cultur¬ 
ed half century he quite unnecessa¬ 
rily agreed to a run when Botham 
was the non-striker and Gavaskar 
at midwicket had so much time at 
his disposal that he ran all the way 
to the bowler’s end to knock down 
the stumps. Gower bowled by Ghav¬ 
ri and later Edmonds caught behind 
off Kapil were the only two scalps of 
the day and Miller and Taylor re¬ 
mained unbeaten to continue on the 
fourth day. Finally it was Bedi who 
got rid of both but not before* they 
had duly reached their respective 
sixties and with the fall of the ninth 
wicket at 419 Brearley applied the 
closure. With ,iust four bowlers in 
his ranks — both Mohinder Amar- 
nath and Yajurvindra Singh being 
on the injured list — Venkat handl¬ 
ed the bowling astutely but at times 
was optimistic in setting his field 

Bedi gave glimpses of his past 
mastery inconveniencing everyone 
from Randall downwards in the or¬ 
der, but the two wickets he Qptured 
— Miller and Taylor — were at a 
juncture when the batsmen, were 
going for quick runs. Contrary to ex¬ 
pectations Venkat was not the ideal 
foil. Pegging awav at the ridge and 
also aided by the .slope of the field 
towards the tavern he clean bowled 
Botham but by and large could not 
make up his mind whether to bowl 
tight or toss the ball up. He must 
have been a very relieved man when 
his batsmen saved the side from de¬ 
feat, but his problems arc in no wav 
over. ■ 
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r SEEMS certain that 
only one woman made 
an indelible impression on 
. Dev Anand and no matter 
who comes and goes in his 
life the feeling’s always 

g dng to be a little less 
tense but with Zeenat it 
wag different. There may 
have been many women 
atars Over the years in 
Dev’s life, but the affection 
he had for Zeenat cannot be 
matched no matter bow 
much he would deny the 
fact. Yes, he moulded 
Zeenat and launched her 
into stardom, but she wag 
already in films in a wav. 
With Tina it was not tho 
same. He picked her up 
when she was absolutely 
inexperienced and built a 
future as well as a career 
lor her : >ihis should logi¬ 
cally be his more intense 
involvement, and then niav 
he it is, on the surface at 
least. Buit you canT help 
feeling Oev still carrie.s a 
bit of fame for his Zeenie. 
Wbv else would he. a man 
so unconcerned about what’s 
going on and who’s doing 
what in the filmworld, keep 
In touch with the times and 
affairs of Miss Ainan, via 
the Press? 

V ETERAN actrc-ss Shashi- 
kala hiid a quiet little 
annual getitugether for her 
old Iricnds as is the 
custom with her to cele¬ 
brate her birthday. The 
alar has lost .some weight 
but nunc ot that typical 
sparkle; the sunny .smile 
which reaches up right into 
her pretty eyes. And 
with a short haircut she 
looks younger with each 
pas.sing year. When one of 
ncr guests remarked on this, 
she said with a naughty 
smile, “Don’t say I am gof- 




keep Simi in and yet, not 
quite in the industry! 

rudest shock of the 
k put weeks that some 
one got wu to hear or 
raither read that Ranine 
and Rakhee were doum a 
little coming-together m 
old times’ sake This 
person who know^ all about 
the lady in question, 
also knows that the two 
share a didH^boi (sister- 
brother) relationship dAtina 
back from ttie days when 
both started their careers 
with Sunil Dutt in Reshma 
aur Shtra. ’The newcomera 
used to be worked off their 
feet just ito get into the 
romantic rolu they 
were given by Sunil. 


Besidu, Raakhee wu 
already tM involved with 
Gulur to have anything to 
do with Ranjeet. except u 


Vi iirs rn m 11 


today. All that talk about 
their Sbormasies ders to¬ 
gether is a lot of rubbish, 
as they had knom eaOh 
other even before. Sunil 
Dutt hu brought them 
together again for Rocl^ 
and Ranjeeit was telling hu 
didt about all the hassles 
his persemai life is being 
filled with, u compared to 
those old, uncomplicated 
days. For all his swini^g, 
extrovert ways the rem 
Ranjeet is unhappy and 
unduly sensitive. Iliis is 
what she gathered from 
him. ■ 


Smit; m amt out of the fdm indmiry 




ting younger each year- 
soon one of my guests will 
he presenting me with a 
milk-bottle for my binlhday. 
in the coming years.” 

I F SlMl'S career in films 
looks a bit suppressed, it 
is not due to any oither 
reason but that she, very 
sensibly, doesn't take any 
and every role offered tn 
her. Her relations with 
filmmakers, especially the 
top ones are excellent, 
better ithan ever, and there 
is nothing, repeat nothing 
wrong with her marriage. 

Only thing is, in ithe rush 
fur multi-star, big-budget 
films, the producers either 
cannot or do not want to 
waste Simi’s talents la any 
odd consolation-prize role: 

The fact is that Simi had 
never created an image for 
herself — which is an 
advantage in the name of 
talent — but clearly a 
handicap when it comes to 
situations like these; eitther 
you compromise or get 
washed away. And Simi is 
too sincere, too solid to have 
the two things done to her. 
Why, when one of her very 
good friends who is a top 
producer-director was 
launching a big film, did he 
approach her with a role? 

Next day, after a restless 
night tor Simi, who did not 
want such an undemanding 
loh: and at the same time, 
did not want to hurt her 
Friend, he met her again 
and took the words out of 
hoi mouth. He said: “If she » 
did not want the role vou ^ 
c.m sav so. I won't feci 1 
b.id" And Sinii ju-st nodded. |: 
('.ircum.st.inres like these d I 




iaV'- ■' . tV; 


















S iNOB botii y. yitoM 
and Halam were 
featured together in K. 
Balachander's Tamil comedy, 
Maomatha Leelai, there has 
been rivalry, businesswiae, 
between the two. However, 
none of ,thcm could make it 
to the top. Halam played 
the heroine opposite 
Kamalahasan in Mamrutiita 
Leelai but had to be 
content performing titillat¬ 
ing dances in her subsequent 
films. Y. Vijaya became 
famous for her “Hello, 
wrong number” song in .the 
same film while in the later 
films she was only seen in 
roles of a vamp or a seduc¬ 
tress. Now, Y. Vijaya is one 
up on Halam: she has 
bagged an "important” role 
in Kishore Kumar's VhuUi 
Ka Naatn Zindagt, a remake 
of Kishore's big hit of 
yesteryear Chalk Ka Noam 
Gadi. However, she needn't 
feel all that elated since 
Jayasudha, the big star from 
Telugn films put up a 
miserable performance in 
Kishore's last released 
Hop, Shabash Daddy. 

Kishore Kumar may be 
miserly in not giving 
enough footage to bis 
heroines but let 
us hope he won’t 
hesitate to display Vijaya’s 
generous cleavage 
which is perhaps her only 
redeeming feature. 


U NLESS a star makes a 
smooth transition from 
lead roles to character role.s 
and does dot allow a big 
time-gap before rehabilitat¬ 
ing himself, people may not 
always recognise him by his 
past hits. A couple of weeks 
ago, Gemiat Ga&esh 
(known as Kadal Maunan or 
,the king uf love) was seen 
at Tl-ichy railwa.v station 
trying *10 persuade the 
ti^et collector to allow him 
to get into a first class com¬ 
partment. A small crowd 
bad gathered around him, 
and one of them said, “He’s 
an aotor alright. Haven’t 
you seen him in AUadin 
and the Wonderful Lamp?” 
It was indeed, Gemini’s 
recent film in which he 
had played a short role. Ihc 
film starring Kamalahasan, 
Jayabharathi, Sripriya and 
Rajnikant had bumper 
collections in the first two 
weeks and then suddenly 
there was a sharp decline. 
Come to think of it, if 
Gemini has to be remem¬ 
bered by such a non-event 
film ...... 



H OW I wish 1 knew ol a 
magic formula which 
would do awey with over¬ 
cautious parents of film 
actresses especially when 
one is interviewing them. 
When I met Surekba 
recently with the idea of 
photographing her in some 
revealing poses, her parents 
sat around as it 1 was 
planning to kidn.rp their 
daughter. They were polite 
and decent, of course, but 
do they think that their 
daughter is all that dumb? 
The girl who had displayed 


.so much in Thahara 
(Malayalam) seemed shy 
and hesitant. Our photogra¬ 
pher’s request for some bold 
poses yielded no results. Her 
father toW me that he had 
accompanied his daughter 
when Thakara was being 
shot. 1 wonder what he was 
doing when those terrific 
mooching scenes between 
Pratap and Surekha were 
shot! 

Surekha is acting in one 
rami! film opposi e Sudha- 
kar and in two Kannada 
films including BiHgimua 


BaodaUi- She is .also acung : 
in three Malayalam films. 
Won’t she be typecast in the; 
Tkakora kind of roles? 

"Hbw can .that happen? In 
my first film in Telugu, I 
acted as Mary, mother of 
Christ", she said with 
genuine pride. 

I saw Karunamautdu 
(Tamil title Karummurtbi) 
nearly a year ago. Why 
then didn’t I remember 
seeing Surekha In it? 
Perhaps she did an abso¬ 
lutely different role in her 
first film; she looked young¬ 
er and innocent.^ The 
Telugu film, which 
turned out to be quite 
a moncyspinner, took 
a long time .’lO 
complete and 
iurekha’s setmes were 
shot towards the end. 
Fortunately, the s«nes 
were shat during the 
ChrLstmas holida.ys.” she 
recalled. “You .sec, 1 didn’t 
want anybody to know I 
was doirig the film. I was 
genuinely scared.how my 
rok; would be accepted bv 
the public.” Why didn’t the 
Telugu producers show more 
interest in her? “Well, I 
had to finish the final year 
exams. So I said ‘No’ to a 
few offers.” Now, she hopes 
the producers haven’,; 
forgotten her first film. 


QVBHASHINl was a bit 
O disappointed that her 
maiden Tamil venlura. 
Adiagey Unnai Aradikeren, 
coming on the heels of her 
big Telugu success 
Sharanjani. didn’t do all 
that well in ,'he beginning. 
Now the film has brought 
back more than was 
invested in it. Subhashini’s 
career in Tamil films Is 
indeed brigh’ening. One of 
the rakes she i.s very happy 
with is in Valamburi 
Changu in which she plavs 
a common whore, Malaya¬ 
lam hero Jose plavs the 
male lead and director 
Banuda.san hopes to 
corhplete his maiden 
venture by September. 
Following her sister, 
Jayasudha’s marriage with 
an Andhra btisincs.sm.m the 
rumourmongers have 
been piedirting Subha.shini's 
wedding. The actress Is. 
however, shocked, and so is 
her mother. Joga, who 
sav.s that unlike Jayasudha. 
Subhashini is a strong and 
determined person. 


PIOUSJI 


51 
















ifr/ 


(XAV, MEN 
RISE AND 


i 


LET'S CHOW DOWN, AND 6ET 
REAPV TO HIT TWE TRAIL 


I RNOUI EVERYONE 15 TlRED BUT 
U)E H/VE A LOT OF GROUND TO 
^ COVER TOPAV... ^ 


'ArsJ 


WHERES aiVlER? 
HE'S FALLEN 
BEHIND 


WE'LL TRAVEL A WHOLE LOT FASTER U 
OLIVIER, IF VOU'LL GET OUT OF t 
HOUR SLEEPING BA6! ^ 








Cil7l UMMtf FMiun Syn*ut« Inc 




Myths 
in Marble,.. 
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...Reality 
in Ceramics- 

KHODIYAR SANITARYWARE 


Italian Sculptor Bernini's genius in 
shaping marble for full blown realism 
and dramatic visual impact is still 
unsurpassed 

Khodiyar Sanitaryware too is quite 
unique. Winner of many Awards, 
Khodiyar Sanitaryware is manu¬ 
factured in collaboration with 
Porcher of France, and is available 
in various styles, sizes and colours 
It has the ISI Mark too 
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KHODIYAR POTTERY WORKS t TO 
SIMOR (GUJARAT) 364 INDIA 


j 


rhe First and Only Special Export Award Winner in Sanitaryware. 


natidnai-SlOA 




















XARETYI 


chess 


Th* mangQ ioa-craam variation 


> (BtadO to ptoy 
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l^i 


IJL 


Brown* (Whito) 
AmMmi •Aw NWto’* im 


AU. GOOD things must coma to an end, so 
thay say. but whan? in racvnt years many of 
ttw top English players (including Miles, 
Keene, Speelman and myself) haro bean 
axperimanting with an anlitely new defanc* 
against 1 P—04 or 1. P—QB4 involving an 
early . . , P—QN3 and ., P—K3 but leavir^ 
out . N—KB3 so as to be able to attack 
the white centre with . P—KB4 The basic 
Idea runs something like thw 1 P—0*, 
P—K3. 2 P—OB4. P—ON3, 3. P—K4. 
B—N2. 4 G-Q3, P--KB4I? You won t find 
this detanoe in any of the books, which is 
precisely what makes it such an attractive 
proposition Evan the most polished of play¬ 
ers suddenly begin to feel very insecure 
when taken out of their known repertoire. 

The Ertglish Defence (as it is known, for 
lack of a better title) had been achieving 
wonderful results lor Black until one day 
last summer whan the American Champion 
Walter Browne (who had evidently bean 
doing some homework on this variation) sat 
down apposite Tony Miles during the big 
interhationai tournament in Tilburg Tony 
tried the English Defence once too often 
and was ripped to pieces by his opponent 
who produced a stunniitg rook sacrifice as 
early as move 9 (I give the game below) 
Such are the occupational hazards of play¬ 
ing experimental openings 

So is the Englich Defence now dead and 
buried? I suspect not While in Baguio City 
for the World Championship Match I even 
mad* a wager with a wail known Ertglish 
chess iourrtalmt that I could resurrect the 
variation for Black. The stake is two mango 
ice-creams ito lessi (Since then the mango 
ice-cream has become a standard unit ot 
currency in the Philippines—tor gaming 
purposes anyway). Even if I should lose the 
bet. It might at least have the effect of ghring 
dtis line a rather mors exotic name 
White: W. S Browne EHack A J Miles 
Tilburg 1978 English Defence. Mango Ice¬ 
cream Variation. 

1. B-4B4, P-ON3; 2. P-Q*. P-KS; 3. 
P-«4. B--4II2; 4. B—03. P—KB4I? S. P X P. 
B X P; t. O-ftt r. P—N3; 7. P X P. B—N2; 8. 
PxP-i-, K — B1; 8. M—IC2I Browne's new 
move. 9. P X N-Q+ is known to be playable 
tor Black. 

9...., B a B; lOi B— N6I Still rafusing to taka 
the knight. The PR7 will later exert a terrible 
cramping allact 

IOl . . .. M—KBS; 11. 0-4M (DIAOHAM). 
White has only two pawns for his rook, but 


the threats ol bringing a knight to R5 or N6 
are wxttemely difficult to counter. 

11.N—B3; 12. M—B4. K—827 An 

unsucoasstut attempt to duck out ot the 
threats. 12. .. N x P looks like a better try. 

as 13. f4-N6-i-. K—B2:14. Nx R-r. BX N: 19. 
Q X N. N—K5I is to BIsck's advantage. 

13. B-N6+. K—K2; 14. N—RS. From now 
on Black will never be able to break the 
terrible pin. 

14.O—KB1; IS. N—02. P—K4; IS. 

O—O—O, NxP;or 16. . ., B—N7; 17. PxP. 
NxP; 18. B—K1. P-03; 19. P—B4 etc. 
17. RxB, M—K3: 18. P—84, P—03; 19. 
H—K4. White's position is overwhelming. 
The rest is carnage. 

19. .. .. N a B; 2a O a N. B—R3: 21.0-4M, 
B-N2; 22. PxP, PxP; 23. R—81. K—02; 
24. N(K4)aH4^, BxN; 28. NxBi-. K-B1; 
26. B-K4. P—83; 27. O—R3+. K—142; 2a 
BxP+. resigns (28 .. KxB. 29 O—Q7+. 

K—B4, 30. O—05-t. K—N5; 31. O—N6 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


THE declarer on this deal from rubber 
bridge at the Cavendish Club In New York 
had to work hard for his vulnerable slam. 


Dealer North Game all 


* K 9 6 

B K 7 6 3 ? 
4 A K 6 

* to 5 


* 5 

B J S 

* O107S32 

* 9 6 4 3 


N 

W E 

S 


A AOJ t 07432 
B Q 10 9 

♦ 4 

A 8 


A 8 

B A B 4 
e J 9 8 
A AKOJ72 


The first problem arose m the bidding. 
North opened One Heart and East over- 
called with Four Spades Trusting partner to 
hold the Ace of diamonds and hoping the 
heart suit would run. South bid a bold Six 
Clubs, which was passed out 
West led the 5 of spades East won with 
the 10 and returned the Jack Fearing a 
singleton on his left. South rutted with A A. 
and Wftst discarded a diamond 
Dummy's hearts were disappointing 
Even it he could avoid the loss ot a 
diamond, declarer would have only eleven 
tricks on top Tfio extra trick could come 
only from a squeeze a.ad since he was 
already relying on three tricks from 
diamonds the only menace cards that South 
could hope to use were n the major suits. It 
was necessary to assume that East held 
three hearts as well as ‘the Ace ot spades 
There were still entry problems South 
had to get the diamonds going and run the 
clubs without disturbing the entry cards in 
hearts The first move, while he still had an 
entry to hand in ciubs. was to lead the Jack 
of diamonds This was covered by the 
Oueen and Ace Then came lour rourids of 
trumps, leading to this position- 


A K 

B K 7 6 
« K 6 

A - 


A — 

B J 5 
A 10 7 5 2 


N 

W E 
S 


A - 

B A S 4 
A 9 B 

A 7 


A A O 7 
B O 10 9 

A — 


Now a club. loMowad by two rounds of 
diamo-ids. was more than East could bear. 

ft they do everything right, the defenders 
can beat the contract, just East must return 
a hoail at trick ’wo. forcing South to part 


with B K. When the first diamond is led. 
West covers, and the entries lor a squeeze 
become unmanageable. 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 
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INDIA was one ol 
many countries 
which used to 
issue distinctive 
stamps lor defray¬ 
ing the cost of 
telegrams. The 
Indian telegraph 
stamps war* 
made unusually 
long because the 
method of cancel¬ 
lation was to cut 
them in two, half 
the stamp being 
stuck on the mes¬ 
sage form and the 
other half on to 
the receipt. Ttia 
design itself was 
arranged to avoid 
the necessity of 
hahnitg the 

Soversign's head. 

The use ot the 
special telegraph tta nps ceased in India in 
1909 and lor a long-time they were neg¬ 
lected by collectors There are now signs of 
a revwal in thair popularity and a set of tan 
Edwardian stamps, including this 50-rupeas 
value. realiSAd £44 at a recent Hsrmars of 
London sals 

C.W. HILL 


qui? 


QUESTIONS 

1 Wheie would you find Rotten 

Row ? 

I 2 . What is Quirinal ? 

I 3 . In Greek mythology, who was 

i Palroclus ? 

4 . Wno are the hoi pol'oi ? 

I 5 What does Honoris Causa 

; mean ? 

I 6 . What is a Kaffir ? 

7 What was the Kruger Tele¬ 

gram ? 

8 . Who are the Junkers ? 
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Freshness you can feel 
Ptxxrf you can see 

• Sprinkle charcoal powder on water. 
Pour a drop of Binaca Top solution 
in the centre. See how fast 
Binaca Top spreads in ail directions 
clears the dirt and leaves a pure, 
clear surface behind. 

This is exactly how Binaca 
Top's special dispersing agent 
spreads to every corner of your 
mouth-clears out tooth decaying 
bacteria and prevents bad breath. 
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TOTAL MOUTH PROTECTION 


The best in Bengal Handloom 
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■■g l Milno AugiMl 26 

This waek the Sun, Rahu and Venue are eon]olned In Leo. Uranus Is In Libra. Neptune is In Scorpio, Kethu Is in 
Aquarius, Mars Is In Gemini and Jupiter and Mercury are In Canoer. The Moon will be moving through Ubrajpnd Scorpio 
from Virgo. 


ARIES (March 21 — 

April 20) You will en- 
^ Joy a fair measure of 

%' success this week. 

This week will, how¬ 
ever, rwt be as favourable as the 
last. A close relative may prove 
very annoying. Some peopid will 
be promoted; for servicemen this 
will be a very lucky phase. Delays 
and obstacles should not worry 
those In business. You are advised 
to tackle every issue discreetly. 
Look after the health of your 
family members. Romance Is Indi¬ 
cated. Good dates: 27, 2S and 31. 
Lucky numbers: 4 and 6. Favour¬ 
able direction: South. 


In any way. 


LEO (July 23 — Auwisl 
22) Do not enter into 
disputes and arguments. 
>X'\Ofn This is the time to 
polish up your public 
relations. If you proceed carefully, 
luck may smile on you, Forge ahead 
on all fronts and success will 
follow you. Friends and relatives 
will prove helpful and you will win 
the praise of many around you. 
Your interests in art, music and 
literature will blossom and bring 
recognition. Good dales: 28, 29 ana 
1. Lucky .numbers: 7 and 8. Fovour- 
abls dkeetion: North-west. 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) This may prove 
to be an unlucky period 
because the stars do 
not seem to favour you 
In any way. You are, therefore, 
advised to mark time and practise 
caution at every step lest you 
suffer a loss. Do not be over 
critical of others. A new friendship 
may have a beneflgial Influence on 
your profession. Chock extravagance. 
Use your hunches and Intuition. 
Good dales: 28. 31 and 1. Lucky 
numbers: 1 and 3. FavourMtle direc¬ 
tion: West. 

GEMINI (May 23 — 
June 21) This week will 
prove to be a very 
happy one, provided 
yjjy check your 

extravagant tendencies. You may in¬ 
herit property. The advice of your 
eiders should be sought before mak¬ 
ing any decision otherwise you may 
repent. An unexpected Journey may 
lead to monetary gains. Good dales: 
27, 28, 29 and 1. Lucky numbers: 
3 and 9. Favourable dhecllon: West. 

CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) You must make 
a supreme effort not to 
antagonise your em- 
L:. -Ji pfoyer. Pay attention to 
Ihe minutest details of your pro¬ 
fession or business, if you are care¬ 
ful, a fair measure of success will 
be yours In the days to come. 
Business partners should be kept 
In good humour. You are advised 
not to make any change in your 
present Job. Check extravagance. 
Good dates: 28, 29 and 31. Lucky 
numbeia: 7 and 10. Favourable 
d ha eMon; West. 


VIRGO (August 23 
September 22) This will 
be a fairly lucky week 
h\))) V though lass 

eventful than the last. A 
secret matter, perhaps a love 
affair, will flower. Your domestic 
front may have a stroke of bad 
luck. Safeguard your womenfolk. 
An elderly relative or buBlnes«> 
partner may oppose your plans. By 
the middle of the week you will 
find an opportunity to assert your¬ 
self. Good delas: 28, 27, 28 and 1, 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 4. Favourable 
dbeeden: South. 

S UBRA (Seplember 23 
— October 22) Your 
professionat life may 
suffer a rude shock In 
the rwar future. You 
ara sdviaed to remain on your guard 
!f you want to avert tMs catas¬ 
trophe. Deal carefully with people 
who may aim at bringing you down. 
Do not take any hasty steps. An 
elderly female relative may put up 
unreasonable opposition to your 
plans. Avoid disputes. Letters may 
bring good news. Good deles: 28. 
30 and 31. Lucky numbers: S and 
9. Favourable direction: North-east. 

SCORPIO (October 23 
November 21) Blend 
I tact with temper and 
W frankness with subtlety 

to avert a lawsuit 
which threatens you at the moment. 
After a minor setback your busi¬ 
ness and financial affairs will con¬ 
tinue to prosper. The domestic 
ecei)e will tm one of bliss. You 
nvill register gradual improvement In 
all spheres. Timely hunches may 
lead to promotions. Good dales: 26, 
27 and 31. Lucky numbers: 10 and 
11. Favourable direction: West. 


W BAQITTARIUS PMvsin- 

« bar 22 — Daoambar 22) 

This week will prove 

romance; you will surely 
achieve itotable success. The 
domestic scene will remain van 
bright You must forge Mtead on alt 
fronts. Reasonable risks can be 
taken during this week. Speculation 
too, may lead to financial gains. 
You will make new friends and 
relatives may come for a short visit 
A Journey may prove very profit¬ 
able. Promotion may be around Ihe 
comer; keep employers In good 
humour. Check extravagance. Good 
dotes: 26, 27, 31 and 1. Luelqr 
numbers; 1 and 3. Fevoureblo 
direetlona: South and West 

CAPRICOHN (Dsconsi 
'\ ** — January 20) 

promise of promotion; 
—a an elderly person Is 
going to prove Incredibly helpful 
and cooperative. Your business 
affairs need a lot of attention. The 
home front will continue to be 
peaceful. This is the time to go in 
for business expansion and make 
new investments. Good dates: 
27, 28, 20 and 1. Lucky nionbers: 
3 and 9. Favowable direction: West. 

AQUARIUS (Januaiy 21 
— February 19) You 
r p will have several excel- 
lent opportunities to 
^ expand your business 

and soofot activities. You will win 
the praise of many around you. 
Let your own intuition be your guide 
to good fortune. Letters wil 

"®*™- dates: 26. 

27, 29 and 31. Lucky numbers: 2 and 
7. Favourable direction: West: 

PISCES (Februaiy 20 
March 20) For ser- 
vIcemen this will prove 
to be a very lucky 
week. Many will win 
promotions. This Is a favourable 
period for iove and romance. Many 
people will get married during this 
week or in the near future.However, 
guard against trickery or over¬ 
optimism. You must take advantage 
of the present lucky phase to con¬ 
solidate your position. Good dates: 
27, 29 and 31. Lucky numbers: 5 and 
7. Favourable direction: West. 

M. B. RAMAN 
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nvsted 
cough silencer 


Glycodin is no ordinary 
cough syrup. It's India's 
No. 1 cough treatment. 


Makers of medicines Doctors 
prescribe with tonfidence. 



Glycodin works against all 
four cough-starters. 

• In the brain to suppress the 
urge to cough 

• In the throat to relieve 
irritation. 

• In the lungs to reduce mucus 
congestion and bring out the 
sputum. 

• In the chest to relieve pain 
of overworked chest muscles 

Trust Glycodin for all sorts 
of bothersome coughs. It works. 
Eases braathing,ensuring 
restful sleep. 


Glycodin 


everest/7&;ACW/236 





this India 


prit* rt. 30 for th* «ntrv aivan rirti 


without comment 



NAGPUR : Girl or a boy ? Mr G. S. 
Mesbram, the father of a newly born 
baby is faced with a typical problem. 
According to Mr Meshram. his wife, 
Mrs Sangamika Me.shram gave birth 
to a female child on June 25 in Daga 
Memorial Hospital. A happy Mr 
Me.shram along with his wife wont 
bark to his village Dabha. Recenlly 
he came to Nagpur to get the birth 
certificate from the Municipal Cor- 
i poration. Mr Meshram was .surprised 
to find that the Corporation aiiUiori- 
•ties had given a certificale stating that 
Mis. Meshram gave birth to a male 
child. Mr. Meshram requested the au¬ 
thorities to correct the mistake. They 
asked him to go to the hospital and 
bring the correction. The Daga Hospi¬ 
tal authorities,,according to Mr Mesh- 
ram. refu.sed to hear his pleas that 
his wife gave birth to a daughter and 
not a son. The authoritie.s, however, 
maintained that according to I’ldr 
records, it was a male child. Further, 
they refused to show him the rcrord.s, 
Mr Meshram says. Mr Meshram i.s 
thinking hard why the hospital is in¬ 
sisting that his daughter is not a 
daughter but a son — JVeypur Times 
(K, A. Reddy, Betul) 

MORADABAD ; Mrs N. Kaiir, wife of 
Mr Naginder Singh, Magi.<drate of 
Moradabad, was caught while vising 
unfair means in the Rohilkhand Uni¬ 
versity MA (previous) examination in 


the Hindu College centre. Mrs Kaur 
was appearing in the examination as 
a private candidate. A spokesman of 
the college said that some books along 
with other material used for copying 
was also recovered from her person — 
Northern India Patrika (S. K. Basu. 
Lucknow) 

TENKASI; Three students of Madurai 
were sentenced by the Judicial Second 
Class Magistraitie, Ttenkasi, to pay a 
fine of R$ 50 each for misbehaviour 
and misconduct in a public place. I* 
IS said that the students Jcyascelan, 
.luundararajan and Ulaganathan, wen. 
to the Main Falls one evening and en¬ 
joyed themselves by ogling women 
bathers through a binocular. They 
were arrested by the Assistant Sub 
IiLspcctor. Kri.<^nasamv, and head 
constable Velu. The binocular was 
seized — Indian Express (T. Visva- 
nathan, Tamil Nadu) 

HATHIDAH . Recently Mokameh wit¬ 
nessed a unique example of witch¬ 
craft and witch hunting. A beggar, 
an old woman, went to beg at the 
doors of Dr G. N. Das, Medical Offi- 
cer-in-Charge of the Employees’ State 
Insurance Hospital, Mokameh, at the 
bu.sv Station Road in front of the S. 
K. M. High School. Mr.s Das asked 
her 12-.vear-old boy servant to give 
alms to the beggar. When the bo\ 
went near the beggar she bit into her 
fingers. Immediately the boy flew in¬ 
to the air and fell down unconsciou.'-. 
Mrs Das who saw it shouted for heb 
The hospital staff and attendants of 
patients rushed to her quarter. The 
beggar was caught and while being 
thrashed accepted her fault. She 
asked for a gla.ss of water. Alter 
whispering some mantra.s she adminis¬ 
tered the water to the unconsious bov 
who immediately got up However. 
Dr Da.s had a hard time in saving the 
life of the witch hefsell. She could 
be removed to a .safer distance onlv 
with the help of the polire — The 
Indian Natum. (Md. Zainul Abdi. 
Bhagalpur) 


India abroad 


MANILA : Authorities on August 10, 
turned back the founder of the Anano 
Marg sending about 500 of his wel¬ 
coming Filipino followers into a mild 
commotion. They said, immigration 
officers refused Prabhat Ranjan Sarkar 
permission to disembark from a Japan 
Airlkies jetlbicr that brought him 
from India via Bangkok. They later 
put him in a Thai Airways plane on 
a flight to Tokyo as hundreds of his 
. protesting followers pleaded thar he be 
brought down. "We’ve been waiting 
to see him for 10 years,’’ said Ameri¬ 
can Dada Bhattarka, the organisation’s 


secretary for the Philippines. "We 
feel shocked at what happened. It’s 
really painful to be deprived of meei- 
ing someone wc love”. The 59.vcar- 
old Sarkar was touring the world ‘to 
see his many disdpics and to c-ondiiri 
organisational meetings”, Bhattarka 
said adding their leader had planned 
to slay in Manila for four day.s. Im¬ 
migration authorities at the airport 
gave no reason for denying him entry. 
iTie official Philippine News Agency 
quoted immigration oflicials as saving 
Sarkar had no entry visa — Indian 
Exprese 


THE RSS daimintr to be a social 
and cultural wganisation, should 
have taken greater pains to 
demonstrate that they did not 
seek a politicajl role — A. B. VaJ* 
payee 

WHETHER the concept of Hindii 
Rashtra finds place in the RSS 
constitution or in tbeir prayer, it 
is the frame of thinking whidi 
has to be altered — Madhu 
Dandavate 

WOMEN have ruled from inside 
the house and outside the house, 
and now we are trying to protect 
ourselves from them — Jagjivan 
Ram 

THE sooner we forget about Eng* 
land and the two Party -system in 
practice there the better it would 
be for all of us — Madhu Limaye 

ALL of us are Indians first and 
Indians la.st. If India dies, who 
amongst us will live — Pr^ident 
Sanjeeva Reddy 

THE industrial community needs 
to be administered a rude shock 
to be brought out of its slumber. 
What sense of sodal responsibi* 
lity can one expect from an in- 
dustrial community which has i 
made a virtue of tax evasion — ; 
H. N. Bahuguna I 

I AM praying for Iran’s jvos- 
perity. But the evil genius of the , 
Ayatollah hangs over Iran like a 
dark cloud — The exiled Shah of i 
Iran 

WHEN I win call me Evert, when i 
1 lose call me Lloyd — Chris Evert: 


humour in real life 



A NOTE at the end of a hotel 
menu. "ALL PREPARATION 
WITH REFUND OILS ONLY” — 
N. V. Prakasam, Secunderabad 


A NEWSPAPER ad reads ; "Mat¬ 
rimonial correspondence invited 
from .suitable women, 25 or above, 
for active Marxist-Ijeninist, hand¬ 
some, highly educated, having out 
standing intellect” — Sekhai 
Basu MalUk. Calcutta 


llluMfitionMUilBhuun Malik 


prize rs. 30 for rha entry given first 
and la. 10 for the other items 
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DELHI DIARY 


PASSING OFF A DEFAULTER 



AFTER the formation of Charon 
SinKh’s Government the new Rail¬ 
way Minister, Mr. T. A. Pai, had 
Issued two free first class railway 
passes. (The former President Mr. 
V. V. Giri was the first to he 
accorded this privilege). On 
August 17 the Ministry of Rail- 


INNOCENT SUFFERER 

MR. MADHU LIMA YE is the ardi- 
enemy of the RSS. But it is Mrs. 
Champa Limaye who is havinfi to 
face the consequences. A teacher 
at the National College, Bandra, 
Bombay, Mrs Limaye has been 
regularly receiving threats over 
the telephone, and is being haras¬ 
sed by RSS loyalists after the deve¬ 
lopments at the Centre. Her cal¬ 
lers have even told her they will 
not allow her to work there. 


LAW ABOVE IN-LAW 

WHO IS today abusing Mr Charan 
Singh the most? For insiders 
this Is no .secret: None other 
than the eldest son-in-law of the 
former PM himself. Mr. Gurudatt 
Solanki of the Kashipor Land 
Deal fame has condemned his 
father-in-law in several letters. In 
l.ncknow he is the most bitter 
critic of the Chaudhury. He des¬ 
cribes him as on opportunist, and 
a disL.mest old man. The reason 


ways ordered the issue of a tree 
first class alr-conditJoncd pass to 
Mr. P. N. Kapoor, a Tantrik. In¬ 
terestingly last year Mr. Kapoor 
had been arrested for allegedly 
travelling with unauthorised rail¬ 
way documents with a young lady. 
The case is said to be still pending. 


for this sadden outburst ? The 
(^audhury had asked him to reSbtn 
from the Chairmanship of the 
UP Warehousing Corporation after 
the revelation of the Kishiour 
Land DeaL 


AGREE. OR 

BE LEFT OUT _ 

WHO’S afraid of Mrs Gandhi 7 
Not the CPI(M), for one, since It 
was ready to support Charan Singh, 
knowing fullv well that he would 
have to depend on Mrs Gandhi for 
survival. But not everyone in the 
CPI(M) has forgotten Mrs Gandhra 
reign. The division fn the Party 
over Its support to Charan Singh 
was reflected in the meeting of 
the Central Committee, where the 
seven members from West Bengal 
were up in arms against the new 
Party line supporting Charan 
Singh. TIjc West Bengal mem¬ 
bers could sec that with the deci¬ 
sion. the importance of the Bengal 
group would dwindle within the 
CPl(M). The dominant role of the 
West Bengal unit in the Party 


is already on the wane, however. 

The debate was acrimonious. At 
one stage, a member from West 
Bengal demanded that the issue 
be put to vote, knowing fully well 
that the Bengal line would be 
swamped. Almost carried away 
by his own eloquence, he threaten¬ 
ed that MPs from his State would 
follow the Bengal line. This an¬ 
gered a senior member who shout¬ 
ed back, saving that anybody 
violating the Party Whip would be 
thrown out of the Party. 

That settled the issue, because 
anybody thrown out of the Party 
can have very little to hope for In 
Left politics, unlike the practice 
among the bourgeois Parties. After 
the heated debate, it became the 
old family again. And the Central 
Committee decided finally to vote 
for the ‘progressive’ kisan. Charan 
Singh. 


GROUND OF 
CONTENTION 


A IS-ACRE land plot given to the 
Haryana Tourism Corporation by 
the Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) during the Emergency 
has become the bone of contention 
between the Centre and the State. 
‘Ilie plot, situated near Qutab Minar 
and acquired to build a tourist 
complex had cost the Haryana 
Government a tax of only a rupee 
per annum. After the Emergency 
the revived Delhi Tourism Deve¬ 
lopment Corporation rcalLsed that 
even they could utilise this land 
for their project. They approach¬ 
ed DDA and the Union Works and 
Housing Mini.strv to get back the 
land. Despite .several reminders to 
HTC there haS been no response. 
DDA meanwhile has changed the 
land-use clause about this parti¬ 
cular case declaring it unfit for 
tourism while the Central Ministry 
Is contemplating moving the court. 


RSS SEES RED 


WHEN Mr. H. N. Bahuguna was 
convalescing at the Dr. Ram Mauo- 
bar Lohia HospitaL Mr. luder 
Kumar Gujral rang him up from 
Moscow to enquire about his 
health. That was provocation 
enough for the RSS propaganda 
madiine to go into action. A 
rumour was promptly set afloat 
that Moscow had endorsed Charan 
Singh’s candidature for the Prime 
Ministership! 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 



SONODVNE 

S TEREO CASSETTE TAPE DECK 


INTRODUCING INDIA'S 
HRST INTERNATIONAL 
QUAUTY FRONT 
LOADING STEREO 
OLJ CASSETTE TAPE DECK 

WITH NOISE 
REDUCTION aRCUIT 


This high quality Stereo Cassette Deck enables Hi-Fi stereo music 
reproduction from cassette tapes which are becoming 
increasingly popular. Special features include full range VU Meters, 
Tape Counter, Pause Switch, Motor with electronic speed control. 
LED Peak Indicator, Input Cr Output Level Controls, 

Facility for Cue and Review 
&■ Headphone Socket for monitoring. 



OtoirttHiion for Andhra Pradeih SRI RAMA CORPORATION PB 303 Eluru Road Vnayawsda S20 002 RAM MOHAN ENTERPRISES 
ESSSaflarviaw 1>2-624/3/B Oamalfluda Hyderabad 600 029 Otnnbufor lor Atram and NEC Area SHARAU BROTHERS WT LTO 
Pantaamr, 0 mIibU< 781 OOf DikUibiitor tor Oalhi Haryana Hiniacbal Pradaah PunjabandJBK Al PKA RADIOS 1900 Chandnl Chowfc 
OalliHllOOOB Oiftnbutor for Goa CASTELUNO ELECTRICALS OppoMta Fatima Convent Marpao Goa Oiatnbutor or Karnataka SEVEN HILLS 
Btradravati Building 812 J C Road Bangalora 560002 Oietribuior for Kerala SRI RAMA CORPORATION, 37/1124, Old Railway Stauon Road 
EmakulMn GoiMn-B82011 OMrlbulor for Maftaraamra and Gufrat ASSOCIATED ELECTRICAL AGENCIES 302A Poinam Chambara 3cd floor 
br Aaida BaaamRoad Woili Bombay 400 018 Diatnbwor lor Tamd Nadu ASSOCIATED ELECTRICAL AGENCIES 809 Mount Road Lakhaml 
Bhamn. 416 Flow, Madraa*6 Diafrlbutw for U P M P and Raiaaihan TIME BTUNE 17/33 M G. Mara,Cty i Linaa AHalwpad 
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Madhu Limaye, 
Surendra Mohan 
and V. C. Shukla 
discuss the poH 
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For mothers who care a little imre, 
the more effective antiseptic. 



^Savlon 

kills more germs_more kinds 
germs- more effectively. 


When your child has a cut, burn or abrasion,protect him] 
with today's most effective antiseptic-Savion 
Because Savlon destroys germs which 
others don t touch Savlon kills the dangerous, 
Gram-positive type of germs and even the resistant 
Gram-negative germs, thus preventing sepsis and disease 
Change for the better Change to Savlon. 
Gentle, soothing and powerful Savlon 


Savlon 

liquid antiseptic 


Ld 


Today’s most advanced antiseptic 

@ Registered Trade Mark of Imperial Chemical Industries U K 
Licensed Users The Alkali and Chemical Corporation of India Limited 


CAS ACCI 1G/79 




Better Books come from Radhakrishna 


Worth cherishing 
Worth possessing 


BERTOLT BRECHT 

Plays, Poetry and Prose in 13 volumes 


annotated and edited by 

John Willett and Ralph Manheim 

in clothback, at price not to exceed one-third 
of the new British edition 

Here is a unique opportunity to possess the contplele works of the greatest 
dramatic genius of the twentieth century ’ Bertolt Brecht These thirteen 
yolumes. annotated and edited by John Willett and Ralph Manheim. 
include the collected plays m eight volumes, one volume of poetry and 
four volumes of prose. 

The price of each volume will be approiimataly Rs 50 only 
First two volumes released on August 16 


Collected Plays Vol ^ I ^ 


Rs.60 


recht on Theatre 


Rs.50 


Other volumes will bo published two at a lime within 18 months, as and 
when leioiised by the British publishers, Eyre Methuen Ltd of London 

To receive the complete works o( Bertolt Brecht at iwo third nf the 
Indien published price, subscribers are invited to register their names and 
addiesses with the publishers immediately All you have to do is fiH 
in and send the subscription lorm and send an advaiice leniitlance ot 
Rs TOO only Besides a 33.^% discount, you will receive the volumes as 
soon as they are published, by post packets »t no extra charge. 

The advance remittance of Rs 100 will be refunded in instalments with 
the supply ot each volume Rs. 7.50 ^er volume with the first 12 and 
Ks 10 with the last volume A subscriber can also cancel his order and 
ask (or the return of the deposit, at any time 


OTHER SIGNIFICANT 
TITLES 


Novels III hardback, cheaper than 
in paperback 

The Flounder Gunter Grass Rs 35 00 
Jake's Thing Kmgsley Amis Rs 20.00 

Undesirable Alien Regis Debray Rs 20 00 

Act of God Charles 

Templeton Rs 20 00 


CURRENT POLITICS 


Z.A. Bhutto : Notes from 
the death-cell b l. Kak 
Coristitution and 


Rs 20 00 


Civil Liberties h.R Kha 
1968 And After : Inside 
the Revolution Tanq Ah 
Violence Erupts Ed Uday 


H.R Khanna Rs 25 00 


Rs 35.00 


violence trupts Ed Udayan Sharma 

Rs 25.00 
Reads hke lictiun 

Anybody's Day John Fnsby Rs 20.00 


ECONOMICS : ECOLOGY 


Small is Beautiful: 

A study of economics as if people mattered > 

E K Schumacher Rs 20 00 

The Twenty Ninth Day 

I ester R Brown Rs 60 00 


POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY 


Communications & Political 
Development Lucian W Rye Rs 12 00 

Earth's Rotation 

and Climate A S. Monm Rs 60 00 


LANGUAGE TEACHING 


Conversational j^^n j Gumpei/ 
Hindi-Urdu (Vol I) b Oihors Rs 60.00 

Hindi As e Lothar Lutre b 

Second Language BahadurSmgh Rs 15 00 


P „oh- 
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Subscription Form 


Radhakrishna Prakashan 

2 Ansari Road. Daryaganj, Place -- 

Naw Delhi-110002 Date __ 

Dear Sir. 

Please register my,our order lot the complete works ol Bertolt Brecht, 
plays, poetry and piose. m 13 volumes, being reprinted in India at a 
price nut to exceed one-thirct ot the price of the British edition. I/We 
accept the terms and conditions stated in this adveitisemenl and agree to 
accept, by VPP. volumes at two-lhirds of their published prices, as and 
when they aie published I We understand that the advance ot Rs. 100 
being remitted by me us today will be relumed in instalments with the 
supply of each vulume as spci.ihed in your advertisement 


Signatures . 


Address...__ Name. 


Designation 


Rubber Stamp 
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Largest selling 
instant coffee 
in the world 


the only instant coffee 

made from 100 % pure coffee 
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Top Positions I 
Not Just Success/ 

Here is what IAS Toppers say 



This IS 

to acknowledge 
the help I have 
derived horn 
your maqa’ine 
in the course 
of my preparation 
for I A S. 

credit for this 
success of mine 
goes to Competition 
Success Review 
Hrusikesh Panda 
I.A.S. TOPPER 
1978 



Extremely 
thankful to 
your maga7ine 
for my getting 
into I A S. 
this year I 
being a regular 
reader of 
Competition 
Success Review, 
found It very 
useful 

Syamal Kumar Sarkar 

n POSITION 
IN I.A.S. 1978 


To Win Top Positions In All Competitive 


Examinations, Read This Month And Every Month 


competitimi^E 

rmTirrFTTrmTmT^ _ 


success 


review 


NOW SELLING OVER h00,000 
COPIES EVERY MONTH. 

On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF R8.26 

on 1 year subscription. (Free Books worth Rs. 18 
plus discount of Rs 8 on annual subscription). 


BOOKS WORTH Rs.18 

to the subscribers of COMPETITIOlM SUCCESS REVIEW — 
DIARY 1979-80-RS.12, General Knowledge Today-Rs 6- 


SINGLE 
COPY Rs. 
ONE YEAR 
Rs.28 



..DISCOUNT COUPON- 

I Please enrol me as subscriber for 
I Competition Success Review at a 
I concessional rate of Rs. 28 
' instead of regular news stand rate 
I of Rs. 36.1 have sent Rs. 28 

i by M.O. No_Date- 

I to Competition Review Pvt. Ltd.. 
I 604, Prabhat Kiran.Rajendra Place, 
I New Deihi-110008. 

I NAME_ 

I ADDRESS_ 


I Kindly add Rs.2 for despatch of 

■ Free Books by Recorded Delivery. 

■ _I Valid Until Oct. 3. 1079 | 


Available at all leading news stalls or from 

COMPETITION REVIEW PVT. LTD. 

604, Prabhat Kiran. Rajencira Place, New Delhi-11 O 008. Ph ; 582898 
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INDIA'S ONLY DEODORANT 
SOAP AND TALC 


The perfect partners, for double deodorant 
protection...a bath with Cinthol Soap 
and a sprinkling of Cinthol Talc... 
to take vou to great heights of freshness. 


CINTHOL 


by 0^11^ 



CINTHOL 


;;0E0D0RANi 
' LUXURV^ 

: iUT POWH; 
i BY m 

i 

‘'■'Yf « 500Tk«k;i» 
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If youYe into fitness, 
Bidiworker puts 
it all together 


Sminutes 



Style 

this Puja 
with ^ 


Saree 


jk ' *'LoolcinO for • fitness progra- 
Hji mme that's fast, assy and gats 
lasulis right away? *' asks 
fiinass axpart Bob Bra- 
' ton “Butiworkar puts it all 
together in just 5 rrtiftutas 
a day you can give your body 
Jl^a complete fitness workout &hou- 
^^ 4 , Ideis back, arms, chest, abdomen 
K, and legs 

Its fast: each exercise takes, only 7 
seconds, once a day 

It's easy any men between 15 and 65 
m good general health can run thro¬ 
ugh the whole programme without ge- 
timg tired 

You can see your progress right from 
the very first day on tiie buili'in 
Powermeler guage After two to three 
weeks of training, most men can ex¬ 
pect to measure extra ? to 6 ems of 
muscles on their shoulders, chest and 
biceps—and ? to b ems less flab aro 
und the middle 

And that's just the start thera are spe- 
ciali/ed exercises for building.up or 
trimming down any part of your body 
vou want to What's more, since Bull 
worker training is progroasive. you 
perform better each time Yet the tram 
mg always seems easy smea with 
eyary workout your strength incraases 
by about l^^i^'that's an increase of up 
to B0% in the first'three months 

"I earn my living by keeping eaecu- 
lives in top shape.'' says Bob '*My 
customers want results end they went 
them fast I recommend Bullworker 
for one reason only because it's the 
most advanced titnass trainer on the 
market and you betiar believe it' 


FOR FREE DETAILS ON BULLWORKER 
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


MAIl ORDER BALES PVT LTD. (Order Dept 263-CN) 

Mehta Mahal. 15 Mathaw Road. BOMBAY 400 OOA 

Plaase sand me niy FREf illustrated brnrhuie with ar tion photos ducumanlation 
and full details about th« BULLWORKER training progtamme by return mail 


• T > 


See your strength 
GROWING 
day by day on the 
built-in 

POWERMETER 
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JOTTER BALLPEN 

speeds on 
paper 

Ever popular 

JOTTER BALLPEN is the top 
favourite of the classes as well as 
the masses-for well over a decade. 

Its fine point and uniform flow of ink 
help tremendously in speed writing. 


BALKRISHNA PEN PVT. LTD. 

Naqaidas Road, Andheri, Bombay 400 069 

Tel' 574321 Cable WILSONPEN Telex: 011 -4141 BPPL IN 

Distributor. KIRON £r CO. 

73/75 Shamset Street, Bombay 400 002 Tel: 324432 
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Here's a car 
that offers more 
of what 


Good looks—yes ! Mark 4's superb styling 
IS perfectly m tune with the times ! 


you're looking for! 


Comfort—of course I There's a lot of 
headroopt- legroom and elbow room. And 
a quick response steering makes driving 
easy and free from fatigue I 
Reliable performance—definitely! The 
body IS sturdy and built to last and the 
1489 cc engine is packed with power. 
Reliable motoring for years on end is 
guaranteed ! 

Economy—naturally ! Fuel cost is low 
per passenger kilometer ! 

Easy economical maintenance—sure I 
Genuine spares are readily available through 
HM’s countrywide after sales service network. 
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The mafia is back in Dhanbad. Surya Deo Singh, local 
leader and Janata MLA, is out of jail and back in 
action. The recent administrative crackdown appears 
to have been a failure with the transfer of the 
'difficult' District Commissioner and the town is 
holding its breath for the blood-letting which might 
begin. 



When Charan Singh and Raj Narain were dropped from 
the Morarji Government in April '78, contact was 
established between Raj Narain and Sanjay Gandhi. 

The long liaison bora fruit In the Congress support 
to the Charan Singh Government. But that was 
shortlived, as Charan Singh would not fall into the 
trap of surrendering to Mrs Gandhi. 


Why did the Congress (1) 
withdraw its support to 
the Charan Singh 
Government ? V. C 
SHUKLA, former Union 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting says 
that the C>ongress(l)- 
Congross(S) rivalry, the 
latter's deci.sion to join 
the Charan Singh 
Government and the 
confusion th.at followed its 
formation finally made 
thfr Congress (I) take the 
decision. 
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UCs HELPING HAND; 

Assistance where it’s needed most, 
when it’s needed most. 


It wouldn't have been possible 
without your support, dear policy-holder. 




Haipiat lo bring piped waler Helping to extend eiectrilication Heiping to provide shelter 


People in many towns and rural areas Today, millions of peupir, particularly in Chousands of families have realised their 

enfoy ^ood, clean drinking water rural areas, enioy the benefits of dream of havinir a house of their _ 

and public health facilities because of electricity in theirhoines. l.IC’s assistance own with l.U'/s help, thanks to LIC's 

Lie's assistance to water supply and to State Electricity Hoards has helped contribution of over Rs 611) crores 



Holping to improve the smell industry Helping lo grow more food 

Small industries have grown and Today, we have achieved self-sufliciency in 

flourished in the country during the past food grain production owing to planned investments 
few years. 1.1C has done its humble bit by in the agricultural field. l.IC has helped by 

assisting industrial estates I IC's investing in agro based industries, fertilizers, 

investment IS about Ks. 10 crores. electrification protects for energising rural 

pump sets, assistance to Land Oeveiopment 
Banks and to the Agricultural Refinance 
Corporation LIC’s help to this sector 
IS over Rs 216 crores. 


Holping to make your Ilte more secure 

Thanks to the foresight of millions of 
thoughtful policyholders, the problems 
faced bv tlicir lamilics with regard lo 
education, siart-in-life, marriage of 
children, old age or dependents have 
been made less difficult t.K' feels pruud 
lo have served them 


aAOCUS Lic.sr.)i 


Lie celebrates its 23rd anniversary/^ 

fife Jnsumnee Corporation of Jndia 
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Top class toppler 

I FUl.l.Y rndorsf the authors’ views 
in “The loppliiie Ranie” (August 
5). Like Charan Singh, Babuji also 
nurtures only one ambition in life— 
to bcLomc PM. Both share the same 
view about political ethics—that they 
don't exist. Both consider age to 
be "a state of mind, not a stage in 
lile’’. Both are ready to stoop to 
any level to conquer power (witness 
their wooing of Mrs Gandhi whom 
they hitherto condemned). Yet I 
consider Babuji a step above Cl..,ran 
Singh. A seasoned chameleon, in 
not changing colour along with 
Charan Singh, he has made no mis¬ 
take, but, in fact only a shrewd 
move towards a bigger and saler 
objective. He is surrlv aiming to 
be PM for a longer diiralion, not as 
a mere caretaker. The political 
sagacity ot this celebrated toppler Is 
beyond question—hi' sees, he plans, 
and he pountes. 

U. S. Iyer, Pune. 

1 FOUND Barun Sengupta’s asses»- 
ment of “Mrs Gandhi’s strateBr" 
(August 5) excellent. Mrs Gandhi is 
cock sure that a midterm poll at this 
stage would be to her advantage. 
Nonetheless, before she goes to the 
polls she would like to stren^hen 
her base of support by discrediting 
her potential rivals to the extent of 
leaving them with no face to hght 
the elections. Through her tactics of 
love hate relationships with other 
Parties, she will successively prop up 
and pull down Ministries according 
to her convenience, and speak of the 
resulting instability as proof of her 
being the country’s only hope for 
stability, 

C. Sri'cdliaran. Bombay. 


AfTFB reading “Inside an R.SS 
camp” (.Inly 22) and later “RSS: 
Januta's confu.sed doublrtalk’’ (Aug- 
ii>.t 5) 1 led that while pointing out 
the follies of a Party, we also need 
to suggest ways and means tor it to 
improve. It is lime the Jana Sangh 
leaders truly delinkc'd themselves 
from the RSS. It yvas rightly said 
that this "love affair’’ could well re¬ 
main private rathei tha'n publie. It 
would not be unwise to heed Mr 
Balraj Madhok’s sugge.stion ol reviv¬ 
ing the late Shyama Prasad Mooker- 
jee’s (onct'pt 6t the Jana Sangh, 
which would foster social cohesion 
and cultural regeneration. 

V. S. Chauhan, Mperul. 

THF, emergence ol Charan Singh a.s 
the Prune Minister ot India has in¬ 
spired a new confidence in his leader¬ 
ship. The Iwu klsan rallic'.s proved 
him to be the real leader ol the 
people, and the best choice at pre- 
•seiil. 'I he country could liuve avoid¬ 
ed Ihc'. miseries of the p.i.st two years 
if (ihr.ran Singh hud been accepted 
as PM in March 1077 lie is more 
honest, hardworking and efficient. 
Surendra Singh, Cliaziahad. 

RAJ NARAfN and Charan Singh art 
♦he worst betrayers the (.ountry ha.s 
witnessed to dale. Bv breaking 
away from the Janata I’aily they 
have deceived the voters. Deleclors 
are traitors to the. coi.mtrv, and I do 
not .see why SUNDAY should high¬ 
light the heroism ol iiieii like Mr 
Narain who are nothing but a svmbo) 
of cfeslniction and disinlegration, 

S. C. Mandat, Ilaigarh. 

KEWAL VARMA was right in 
saying (“The last cdiance to outwit 
Mrs Gandhi”, July 29) that tfierc aie 
no permanent friends or foes in 
politics. Even so, it is highly un 
becoming of a man like Charan 
Singh to plead for support from Mrs 
Gandhi, against whom he wagc'd a 
war when he was the Home Minister 
in the Dc»ai Cabinet. 

R. BtMskaran, Itruchirappalli 

WHAT Mr Varma calls “Raj Narain’s 
most important contribution to Indian 
pcililic:.s” is no more than my own 
contribution to human civilisation. 
History always finds its own course. 
To speak of X, Y. and Z a.s ‘makers 
of history’ is ridiculous. 

Arkidam Ghosh, Nagpur 

WHILE old men and clever women 
battle for the levers of power, gra 
duales arc becoming rickshaw-pullers 
and brides are being burnt alive. In 
the current political situation, it Is 
hard to foresee a single leader emer¬ 
ging, who coukl give the much- 
needed face-lift to Indian democracy. 
Where is this haven of anarchy lead¬ 
ing us to? 

Jakleep Sarkar. Calcutta 


AIR was fair 

A . N. PRABHU (“Was Press muzai- 
cd?” July 29) has criticised my 
assessment ot the performance of All 
India Radio during the recxnt politi¬ 
cal crisis in my weekly column in the 
tJiadUilan- Ttmem. All that I pointed 
(Mil was that AIR’s reporting of the 
d(>velopmcnts during the crisis was 
cuiiiparativcly free, and fair. It is 
quite possible some items were play- 
I'd up, and others played down. Yet 
the overall performance was charac¬ 
terised by objectivity. 1 had explain¬ 
ed that this was due to the political 
vacuum and the absence of directives 
from the top. 1 talked to a number 
of iH'uple in AIR and they confirmed 
that neither the 1 & B Minister nor 
the srtretary of the Ministry rang 
up the news room even once during 
the critical days. This was indeed 
praiseworthy. In a subsequent column 
I drew attention to the fact that 
AlBs brief honeymoon with its 
listeners ended abruptly with the in¬ 
stallation of the new Government. 

1 had always been conscious of 
AIR'S shortcomings. In fact, in a 
column published only a few weeks 
before Mr L. K. Advani ceased to be 
the I & B Minister 1 had argued that 
AlH had lost all credibility in the 
two and a half years of Janata rule, 
and this was one reason why the 
Prasar Bharati Bill roused so much 
•scepticism. So, there is no question 
ol my being unduly generous to Mr 
Advani.'ii.s Mr Prabhu implies. 

What is inoic relevant, however. Is 
tlicil Alll and Duordarshan arc being 
bl..lant!y misused by the Jauata(.S). I 
.iLso have a feeling that tile Press 
will Ix' .subjected to greater political 
■lud (iovernmenlal pressure under 
Cliar.in Kingh than under Morarji 
Dc.sai I endorse Mr Prabhu’s em¬ 
phasis on the need for courage among 
individual journalists. 

K. R. Sundar Rajan, New Delhi. 


Wholly divided 

V . K MADHAVAN KUITY in “A 
si>ectacie ol rot” (July 9) rightly 
remarks that “a few people belonging 
to a particular region, with no con- 
(cplion of this vast and complex sub¬ 
continent have been abli: to hold the 
c,'iuntrv to rairsoni”. If this stale ol 
affairs Is allowed to continue, the 
pn.ssibility of the subcontinent frag¬ 
menting is not very remote. Mouthing 
empt.v slogans like “er>'olional inte¬ 
gration” may not prrwlo the 'u^ic 
result of total unity m • v rsitv- The 
need of the lioiii is loi deinocracy 
based on the principle of equal 
opportunitie.s toi a .share in the 
governance ol the i ountry. 

Barun Chandra Du-s, GVilVutla. 
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We're sorry to keep you waiting. Quite frankly 
we have rarely had such family differences. 

We are more used to working together—pooling 
our talent, contributing our individual skills for 
just one objective : to blond and deliver the finest 
quality Lipton teas. For over eighty years this 
has been our way of life. 

Today, with differences keeping some of our 
people away from work, wo just cannot meet the 
total demand for Lipton quality teas. That s 
why some of you may have to wait a bit longer 
for your favourite brand of Lipton teas. 

Till then, please bear with us. 


The tea that's worth waiting for 
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Words of wisdom 

T he article “Why I left” based on 
an interview with H. N. Babu* 
guna (July 29) clearly depicts the 
factors that were responsible for the 
present political uncertainty. If hi$ 
views about, the patriotism of Mus¬ 
lims and the role of their leaders in 
the period before Independence as 
compai ed with that of the RSS arc 
given due consideration, there 
would perhaps be no more communal 
disturbances in future. 

Jamilatm Ntsha, Ciikack 

THE former Finance Minister quoted 
the wrong figure when he said “it is 
on record that Muslims collected Rs 
20 lakhs for this (Aligarh Muslim) 
University.” Speeches delivered on 
various occasions by authorities 
which are recorded in various Mus¬ 
lim University Gazettes show that 
the amount collected by Muslims 
lor the university ran into crores of 
rupees. To cite an instance. Sir 
Ziauddin Ahmed in his speech dated 
22.1.19.% (published in the M. U. 
Gazette dated 1.2.1938) requesting 
Sir Agha Khan to lay the foundation 
stone for a building said that due to 
the efforts of the latter, Rs 70 lakhs 
had been collected. 

Mohd. Nasim Nami, Aligarh 

MR BAHUGUNA’S assertions are 
nothing but narrowminded excuses 
for his departure from the Janata, 
poorly conceived. Going through fals 
story, one can easily see that his 
anti-RSS views have now changed to 
anti-Hinduism, as his comments on 
the Shankararharya and the anti- 
conversion bill indicate. Of course, 
he has every right to fend for the 
minorities, hut he should reali.s'* that 
outspokenness on such subjects will 
not help to calm, but only rouse 
coinnuinal passions. 

Siborawi 1‘adhi, Berhampur 

1 READ H. N. Bahuguna’s “Why 1 
left” with great surprise and indig¬ 
nation. Mr Bahuguna has tried to 
falsify the political history of Bengal 
as well as that of his own State, 
Uttar ITadesh. Mr Bahuguna said 
that during Partition “In Bengal 
Kiran Sankar Boy and Pazlul Haque 
were in power.” For his information, 
it was H. S. Suhrawardy who was 
the Premier (that is, the Chief 
Minister) of Bengal and Kiron San¬ 
kar Boy was the leader of the Con- 

8 ress Assembly Parly, which was in 
pposition. Fazlul Haq (he used thr 
surname Haq) was the Premier ol 
Bengal from 1937 to 1943. He form¬ 
ed his first coalition Ministry with 
the Muslim League. When the 
League broke away, he formed his 
next coalition with Dr Shyama Pro- 
sad Mookerji, but the Governor, .Sir 
John Herbert, in collusion with the 
League, forced Haq Sahib to resign 
in early 1943. Kiron Sankar Roy 
had never been in power in Bengal 
before Partition. 

In the same paragraph Bahuguna 


told the interviewer that “In the 
1936 elections the Muslim League 
and Congress fought in alliance” in 
UP. In fact elections were held in 
February 1937, not in 1936. But 
when was there an alliance between 
th(‘ Congress and Muslim League in 
UP? There were only minor adjust¬ 
ments of scats. Cboudhry Khaliqu- 
zzaman, the main negotiator of the 
Muslim League has recorded these 
events in his autobiography Pathway 
to Pakislm : Out of 66 seats reserv¬ 
ed for the Muslims in UP, the Mu.s- 
lim League could only put up 36 
candidates. The remaining 30 scats 
were fought by the Agriculturist 
Party and individual Muslims as 
independents, among whom was 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan. Kha- 
Uquzzaman recalled : "There was no 
general opposition to the Muslim 
League from the Congress as the 
League Manifesto had practically 
been modelled on the Congress eco¬ 
nomic programme... Nevertheless, 
Rafi Ahmed Qidwai .set up two Mus¬ 
lim candidates to oppose the 
League...” Mr Bahuguna recalled the 
discussion between Khaliquzzaman 
and Pandit Pant. Was Mr Bahuguna 
present at the talks between Khaliq 
Sahib and Pantji on 3rd July, 1937 ? 
Khaliquzzaman has recorded those 
discussions in his book; “Pandit 
Pant, when he met me in the morn¬ 
ing, asked me how many seats in thr 
(Tabinet I would demand in case of 
coalition between the Congr^s and 
the League. 1 replied three in nine, 
two in six, i.e., one-third of the 
lolfil strength of the Cabinet what 
ever it may be.” Again Khaliq Sahib 
recorded : “...Maulaiia Abul Kalam 
Azad came to Lucknow where he 
met me on 12 July. He asked me : 
What would be the attitude of the 
Muslim League Party in the assem¬ 
bly if, on any issue between the Bri¬ 
tish Government and the Congress, 
Congress decides to resign ? 1 replied 
if we are a coalition Government, 
surely it will be our moral duty to 
leave the assembly with the Con- 
gre.ss... Then suddenly he (Azad) 
asked me, will you have Hafiz Ibra 
him as your colleague in thr 
Cabinet? 1 said. No!...” Maulana 
Azad again came to Lucknow on 15th 
July, 1937 for another round of 
talks with Khaliquzzaman. During 
the talks Maulana Azad insisted on 
a common code of conduct and dis 
rfphne for all the. members of the 
proposed (oalilion and he wanted 
that Khaliquzzaman should sign a 
draft document accepting it. But 
Khaliquzzaman refused to sign. Ar- 
cording to him, that would be 
against the interest of the Muslim 
Iji'ague Parliamentary Board. So 
the coalition talk.s failed. The Con- 
grrs.s alone formed the Ministry 
The Congress alone had a strength 
of 134 members in a House of 210. 

The story Mr Bahuguna has told 
Ls not a correct account of what hap¬ 
pened in UP during the 1937 elec¬ 
tions and afterwards 
Sukharanjan Sen Gupta, Calcutta 


Hear, hear 

S PEAKING over radio and TV, Mr 
Jagjivan Ram, the new leader of 
the Opposition in the !>ok Sabha bad 
a fling at the Janata (S), saying that 
some people talked oi secularism but 
they should not forget their past 
attitude to Urdu, and how they had 
reacted to the incidents in Afigarh, 
Varanasi and other places where the 
minorities were ostracised. What we 
do know is how Mr Ram and his 
Janata Party reacted to the nasty 
incidents. Did he himself have any 
word of sympathy for the Aligarh 
virtims? Didn’t Mr C2iandrashekhar 
give a clean chit to the RSS despite 
the fact that the Aligarh and Jam¬ 
shedpur carnages were engineered by 
them? What status did Urdu enjoy 
in the 28 months that the Janata 
Party was in power? Didn’t the pro¬ 
pagation of Hindi in all Central Gov¬ 
ernment offices receive the greatest 
impetus during its rule? Didn’t Mr 
Desai express anti-Urdu views? And 
did Mr Ram ever ptead a case for 
Urdu? 

Vf. Hashim Kidwai, Aligarh. 


No murder 

W ITH reference to the report from 
Delhi in “The lawle.ss lawmen” 
(July 15), 1 wish to point out that the 
incident narrated on page 12, column 
three, para three about the murder 
of an officer by an aggrieved con¬ 
stable in the 25th Battalion of the 
Central Reserve Police Force is in¬ 
correct. No .such untoward incident 
has ever taken place in the 25th 
Battalion, Central Reserve Police 
Force 

P. V. Belqamkar, Public Relations 
Officer. 25th Bn, CRPl .Nagaland. 


Right stand 

T ARUN GANGULY deserves all 
praise for questioning the 
CPl(M)’s support to Charan Singh 
(“West Bengal matters”, July 29). 
The CPI(M) perhaps forgot that the 
class character of the Charan Singh 
Government was similar to that of 
the Desai Government. Besides, 
tiirectly or indirectly, the CPl(M) is 
helping the authoritarianism of Mrs 
Gandhi. However, I disagree with 
Mr Ganguly’s remark that the Left 
Parties are no holier than the others. 
A Party may, on occasion, take an 
unhappy stand. With the passage of 
time and a change of circumstances, 
ii.s decision would change. Mr Gan¬ 
guly ought to remember Lenin: 
“Whilst you lack the strength to do 
away with the bourgeois parliaments 
and every other type of reactionary 
institution you must work with 
them...” 

Praleep Sen Gupta, Digbol. 
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One reason why 
Karpoori Thakur's 
Government was 
toppled in 
Bihar was because he 
refused to protect the 
Dhanbad upper caste 

mafia. 


By TIRTHAIVIKAR GHOSH Blood on the floor of a HCCL C olliery office : violence again! 


A ’~ PRIL 1979. It is a turbu¬ 
lent time for the Kar¬ 
poori Thakur Ministry in 
Rihar, desperately trying 

-to survive. In the variou.*; 

camps efforts are on to gather MLA 
supporters for the trial of strength. 
Support is organised in many ways— 
through persuasion and sometimes 
through coercion. Horsetrading takes 
many shapes. In a posh hotel in Pat¬ 
na, a grtmp of 20 MLAs are wined, 
dined, bribed and kept confined to 
their rooms for some days at great 
expense. They are told their support 
would be needed in the trial of 
strength, and that the fall of the Kar¬ 
poori Thakur Government is immi¬ 
nent. They promise their support to 
their 'benefactor,’ who is not only a 
Janata MLA but also a successful 


businessman. He has a reputation of 
applying arm-twisting techniques to 
gain his ends. When the time comes, 
the Karpoori Ministry is toppled. The 
‘benefactor’ is none other than the 
Janata MLA from Jharia, Babu Surya 
Deo Singh, and it is said that bis ex¬ 
penses in the Patna hotel incurred 
for the MLAs ran into fiVe figures. 
What were the stakes for Surya Deo 
Singh that he would go to such leng¬ 
ths to ensure the ouster of the Gove¬ 
rnment ? 

Babu Surya Deo Singh is one of 
the most powerful men in Dhanbad 
(SUNDAY, March 11, 1979). A long 
career in corruption and business has 
now come to an apogee — he was 
given the Janata ti<^et in the 1977 
June elections, and won. The new 
respectability did nothing to deter 



















him from his old ways, and by Janu¬ 
ary this year he was in jail under 
murder charxes (which have not. 
however, been decided yet by the 
courts). As general secretary of the 
Janata Mazdoor Sangh (JMS — one 
of the most powerful trade unions in 
the coa) mining belt) he had mana¬ 
ged to ‘secure’ most of the contracts 
Riven out by the Bharat Coking Coal 
IJmited (BCCL) through his trade 
union, and grown fantastically weal¬ 
thy in the process. His power was at 
its zenith around December 1978- 
January 1979. When the other trade 
unions united to counterattack his 
growing influence a spate of murders 
took place. The State Government 
woke up to the deteriorating law and 
order situation. It is here that Bihar’s 
politics came in. Mr Karpoori Tha- 
kur refused to bow down to the 
powerful high caste Rajput lobby 
headed by the influential Janata MP, 

Mr Satyendra Narain Sinha, who had 
•wanted no action to be taken against 
the Dhanbad mafia. 

The State Government sent in the 
young, and determined District Cktm- 
missioner, Mr K. D. Sinha to take 
charge of the district on January 9, 

1979. lie had a reputation of being a 
tough administrator. In his earlier 
posting he had come down on illegal 
mine-owners in Hazaribagh district. 

Along with the Superintendent of 
Police. Mr R. R. Prasad, they formed 
a powerful combination who were 
determined to root out the hold of 
this mafia who had hitherto indulged 
in widespread illegal trade-union acti-- 
vfties and the misuse of public sec¬ 
tor funds. 

Earlier district administrators had 
either found the situation in India’s 
foremost mining town totally incom¬ 
prehensible, or had found themselves 
impotent. Trade unions, mostly con¬ 
trolled by pahelwans from UP ^nd 
Bihar, had held the labour to ran¬ 
som, doing what they liked, when 
they liked. In fact, for many of the 
local people, the police never exist¬ 
ed. But the Sinha Prasad combina¬ 
tion got together to de^isc ways of 
arresting the rot which had set in, 
especially in the police. The mafia 
had been so powerful that no police 
official could be transferred or even 
posted anywhere without their ‘okay’. 

Working against heavy odds, the pan 
%vent about breaking the strangle 
hold. They had one of the most 
powerful weapons in the employ of 
the Bihar Government — llie Crime 
Control Ordinance. Even then, they 
wanted to proceed slowly and sys¬ 
tematically. They felt that their ac¬ 
tions would invite the wrath of 
many high-up.'! in Patna, including 
Ministers and powerful politicians of 
the State, and any mistake on their 
part would be suicidal. It is essen¬ 
tial to remember that they were dea¬ 
ling with people who were not only 
in the political forefront in the State 
but had connections with those at 
tte very top — in Delhi. In fact, Mr 
Surya Deo Singh confessed in 
a recently published interview 
that it was at the request 
of the Janata Party Pred- 
dent, Mr Chandrashekhar that he 
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bad fought the Assembly elections 
and subsequently won to become an 
MLA. An instance of Mr Singh’s ro 
lationsliip with Mr Chandrashekhar 
.is evident from the news that h had 
requested Mr Chandra.shfkhui after 
the fall of the Morarji Desai Govern¬ 
ment at the Centre that ii the Jana¬ 
ta Party formed a Governinent an MI* 
from Bihar should be given the En¬ 
ergy portfolio. 

The determination oi the DC and 
the SP yielded re..sults. Mr Suiya Deo 
Singh was arrested in cunuection will] 
the murder of two lieutenants of Mr 
S. K. Rai (of the AITUC). Posters 
appeared exhorting the administra¬ 
tion to release Mr Singh. Some can 
still be seen on the premises ot the 
DC's court. From the narrow confines 
of the jail, Singh organised massive 


demonstrations of labourers in Dhan¬ 
bad fur his release. But the adminis¬ 
tration unleashed a barrage of mea¬ 
sures to control the law and order 
situation. 

Externment proceedings under the 
Crime Omtrol Ordinance were start¬ 
ed against 32 persons, of whom six 
.were actually externed from the dis¬ 
trict. The rc.'jt got together and pro¬ 
cured stay orders from the Patna 
High Court mainly on health grounds 
though in some cases the whole con¬ 
stitutional process of the promulga¬ 
tion of the Crime Control Ordinance 
was questioned. Eminent barristers 
like Mr Ashok Sen fought in court 
for grant of bail to .Surya Deo Singh. 
Among those against whom proceed¬ 
ings were started were leaders and 
workers of various trade unions of 
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ihr cnal mining belt. The most nota¬ 
ble were Baccha Singh, Kailash Be- 
hari Singlu Raj Narain Singh, Surya 
Deo Singh. Satya Deo Singh, Navrang 
Deo Singh and Raj Deo Ral, Mr A. 
K. Roy’s BCKU (Bharatiya Colliery 
Kamgar Union) was not forgotten 
and externment proceedings were in¬ 
stituted against Anand Mahato and 
Dhirrn Mahato of the BCKU. The 
next option open to the administra¬ 
tion was the judieious use of Section 
110 of the CrPC. This is applied to 
persons against whom there are char¬ 
ges of bad and questionable liveli¬ 
hood. but in effect, it is meant to 
tackle those who have no ostensible 
means of income. Altogether GS per¬ 
sons were prosecuted and among 
them 10 persons were bound down 
for good behaviour—i.c. they had to 
behave themselves or be arrested. 

Section 107 of the Indian Penal 
Code was u.sed. It seeks to prevent 
any sort of violence and restrains the 
parties who apply the section from 
sliowing cause {or the arrests. Its 
period of validity is six months. This 
had lost effectiveness in the past 
since the cases could not be pursued 
to their legal conclusion in the 
crowded courts. Mobile courts were 
set up so that the cases could be 
pursued faster. The section was 
applied to 26 persons. 


HE district administration 
fait hard where it hurt 
most. One of the major 
sources of income for the 
mafia bosses masquerad¬ 
ing as trade union leaders in Dhan- 
bad is the benami transport business; 
the owners do not use their own 
18 


names, but set up dummies. The 
State to its discomfiture found that 
the Motor Vehicles Rules were not 
being followed. (In fact, it is still 
not being followed.) Most taxis and 
scooters in Dhanbad arc overloaded. 
According to the Public Goods Traii-s- 
port Act those- owning trucks and 
other vehicles are legally bound to 
pay taxes. It was found that the 
trucks registered in Dhanbad hardiv 
ever paid any taxes. Whenever the 
Department officers tried to enforce 
the rules, they were threatened. Dur¬ 
ing the operation against the mafia 
teams of officers went out and seiz¬ 
ed 160 vehicles. Such a thing was un¬ 
heard of ill Dhanbad and the Depart¬ 
ment of Commercial Taxes got their 
legal dues for the first time. 

Nearly all those against whom 
externment proceedings were .started 
had gun licences. In fact, the 
police discovered that many appli¬ 
cants for gun licences had given 
Mr Surya Deo Singh’s address 
as their permanent addresses. 
In his politician's garb he had pro¬ 
cured numerous firearms licences. 
After all what could the piolice do 
when the address forwarded by the 
applicants %vas that of an MLA ? 
They gave the licences. And these 
licences became licences to kill. 
Notices for cancellation of licences 
were issued to 19 persons after Janu¬ 
ary this year. This wa.s one more blow 
against the mafia, one more example 
of the police’s determination to fight 
crime — it was a psychological blow 
more than anything else. 

But district administration was 
working under «evere constraints due 
largely to an immense intelligence 
vamum which existed at that time. 


This was primarily because past re¬ 
cords were incomplete — some bad 
been tampered with and others (es¬ 
pecially those against the mafia) did 
not even exist anymore. There was 
yet another cause for -police inaction: 
the people were not ivilling to come 
forward and speak against anyone in 
the mafia as they were afraid of the 
mafia’s revenge and had no confid¬ 
ence in the ability of the police to 
protect them. The need to win back 
the lost confidence of the people was 
an absolute necessity to reveal the 
true nature of the exploitation of 
the gangsters. The DC and the SP 
decided to personalty visit the trou¬ 
ble-prone areas. Impromptu meetings 
were held and it was then that the 
administration had a taste of what 
they were up against. In spite of 
assurances, the people would not 
talk against anyone. It was the sanu 
story everywhere : “We would spe^ 
to .you but can you assure us of pro¬ 
tection ?*’ “You will be here for a 
abort period of time. What will happ¬ 
en to us after you go away ?’’ Jn 
other places they heard : “Where 
bad you been when wc were suffer¬ 
ing ? Why have you come to us 
now ?’’ The people were advised to 
write anonymous letters and the offi- 
dals investigated their complaints 
and took action on the spot. But so 
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great was the fear of the people that 
ttie SP recalled how a labourer from 
one of the collieries was shivering 
with fright when he spoke of extor¬ 
tion and forcible subscription by the 
trade unions. 

In Dhanbad the wealthy are the 
most powerful and they have busi¬ 
ness interests everywhere. Entertain 
mentis largely limited to a few cine¬ 
mas owned by them. Defaults in the 
deposit of entertainment tax by most 
of the cinema owners were discover¬ 
ed. The District Commissioner order¬ 
ed the closure of seven cinema bous¬ 
es. Among them were Vihar Talkies, 
Mini Mahabir Talkies. Usha Talkies, 
Jbaria Talkies and Shankar Talkies. 
Jharia Talkies belongs to Mr S. D. 
Singh and Shankar Talkies to Shan¬ 
kar Dayal Singh. The owners secur¬ 
ed court orders from Patna and 
gpt the cinema houses reopened 
within three days. 

Apart from extorting money in the 
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One of those hurt the violence said to have been committed by the BCKU 


name of union subscriptions, the 
musclemen also lend money at exoi- 
bitant interest rates. With nationali- 
sation of the coal industry the wag¬ 
es of the workers increased, but so 
did the interest rates of usurers. 
Since the son inherits the father’s 
debts the system of extortion conti¬ 
nues not merely for years but for 
generations. This the administration 
tried to stop and was partly success¬ 
ful. Police and magistrates were post¬ 
ed at the colliery offices on salary 
days and they took action on the 
spot 

The administration's tough stand 
had a salutary effect. But how long 
could they go on? The mafia decid¬ 
ed to operate through Patna. Surya 
Deo Singh and the other trade union 
leaders were biding their time until 
Karpoori Thakur could be thrown 
out. Ministers and politicians support¬ 
ing tlicm started qiic.stioning some of 
the .administrative measures undei 
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taken. Trade, unionists forgot their 
differences and .joined hands to re¬ 
move “difficult” officers. And once 
the “unbending” Karpoori Thakur 
Ministry fell it was only a matter of 
time before the mafia ra.j reiurned to 
Dhanhad. Many of .Surya Deo Singh’.s 
henchmen are reported to have com¬ 
plained about los.ses in revenue. Siir- 
ya Deo allegedly assured them: “The 
Ram Sundar Das Miiii.stry is oui.s. 
Be patient. A new DC is coming.” 
It happened. 

While Friday, July 13, 1979 might 
have been ju.st another working day 
for Mr K. D. Sinha, the DC, it was 
certainly a day of rejoicing for many 
who had waited patiently. In the af¬ 
ternoon a wireless message was recei¬ 
ved by Mr Sinlia to hand over charge 
to the District Development Officer, 
Mr B. N. Panda and proceed imme¬ 
diately to Patna. The transfer was 
the result of what the local people 
believe to be pressure from Delhi 
and Patna political circlc..s. The 
pressure wa.s u.scd due to his 
handling of the CISF revolt. 
But pressure on the Das Ministry 
was engineered b.y politicians like 
the State Finance Minister Mr Kai- 
lashpati Misbra (formerly of the 
Jana Sungh) who had questioned tlu* 
clo.sure of cinemas in Utianbad. 

There is peace in Dhajibud now. 
Law enforcement ufiiceis feel it is 
only a calm before the storm as the 
mafia lH;gins squabbling fur money 
and i>ower again Inter union rivalry 
and interiiec-ine gang warfare win 
bleak out. This violence is priinaiily 
over the capturing of colliery ccii- 
Ir.'icls doled out by the BCCL. 
In fact, it is thi.s steady plundering 








Saiva Deo Singh, younger brother of Shankar Dayal Singh beside the ex- 
Energy Minister, K. C, Pant 



Shankar Dayal Singh (eitre ine right) an ML A who rose from a store boy 
to an 1NTVC leader ond later to Health Minister in the Bihar Cabinet. 
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away of BCCL’s resources tiiat con¬ 
tinues to attract the mafia. Apart 
from actual mining of coal every 
other connected job — transportation 
of coal, sand and the supply of con 
tract labour among others — are 
grabbed by contractors who are 
mostly relatives, or are in the em¬ 
ploy, of the trade union leaders. 
These leaders have divided the entire 
BCCL area of operations for them¬ 
selves. Their methods are unique. 
First, a colliery is captured by a 
trade union, with the collusion ot 
BCCL officials. A leader gets some of 
his faithful, followers into a particu¬ 
lar colliery. These people cause trou¬ 
ble in the oolUery, and then the lead¬ 
er demands action from the manage¬ 
ment over some flimsy issue. Once 
the union gains power over the collie¬ 
ry labourers the rest is easy. Subs¬ 
criptions are collected and this forms 
the basis of the union leader’s 
wealth. Even if a leader colleots 
Chanda (subscriptions) from about 
5.000 workers at Rs 10 a bead, his to¬ 
tal earning per month is Rs 50,000. 
Slowly all the BCCL contracts are 
taken by relatives of the trade 
unionists. 

A trade union leader is a many 
faceted personality in Dhanbad. He 
Is a politician, a transporter, a cine¬ 
ma hall owner and also a toughie 
who rules by the “rule of the gun”. 
BCCL provides him a rich pasture- 
land. The transportation of coal 
From colliery pitheads to railway 
yards is a massive business bringini: 
In huge rewards. The management 
of the public sector industry is Tene¬ 
ment in its denials and excuses about 
collusion with the mafia. They say 
they have to accept the lowest quot¬ 
ed tender for a contract, but there 
are many ways of getting around 
laws. For instance, often only one 
tender is deposited and that has 
‘naturally’ to be accepted. When the 
district administration had despera¬ 
tely wanted to break the mafia, it had 
requested the BCCL management to 
blacklist contractors who had cases 
against them, but the management 
refused. The hypocrisy and double¬ 
dealing of the BCCL management i.s 
astonishing. It is their active support 
which gtrengthens some of the union 
leaders and when these leaders and' 
their men create law and order pro¬ 
blems, the company begins making a 
hue and cry in front of the admi^s- 
tration. Musclemen in the employ of 
the BCCL, working as miners and in 
Other posts, are protected by thi- 
management. Take a specific instan¬ 
ce. An employee was discovered to 
be a moneylender. When the adminis 
tration asked the management to 
take disdpUnary action against him. 
nothing was done. 

That there is a cosy relationship 
between BCCL and the mafia can be 
best understood from a couple of in¬ 
cidents. In 1977, during the marriage 
of a niece of Mr Navrang Deo Singh 
(a contractor of BCCL area 7), BCCL 
trucks and dumpers were seen brin¬ 
ging furniture, shamianas. eta for 
the wedding fesUvitk* Many top 
officials of the company .,L attended 
the marriage, and gave lavish gifts. 






The mmei^s plight remains the same: 
he still washes his clothes and bathes 
in drain water 


- RONICALLY, the BCCl 

manaecmeat officially 
blames the trade union; 
for the losses in produc- 

_ tlon. The unions not only 

control the livelihood of the 160,000 
odd workers In their hands but indi¬ 
rectly hold the key to the economic 
growth and industrialisation of the 
cuuniry since coal is the prime sour¬ 
ce of cnergY- The Director (Commer¬ 
cial and Personnel) Mr Bajendra 
Singh is a troubled man. He has 
every reason to be. His company 
holds the monopoly by producing so 
per cent of the pnme coking coai 
for steel plants. In 1977 the tota* 
Stock of uoking coal in all steel plants 
was around eight lakh tonnc!> 
In 1979 the figure has dwindled to 
1.4 lakh tonnes. Mr Singh was of the 
opinion that if there was one union 
for one colliery mudi of the unrest 
could be avoided. It was the multi¬ 
plicity of unions, all vying with each 
other fur power, that caused so 
much tension. The targets of most 
of the violence perpetrated by wor¬ 
kers were the officers. "When do we 
do positive work he asked. 


And now Mr A. K Roy, MP, has 
added a new dimension to the varied 
problems that plague management- 
worker relations, particularly in a 
place like Dhanbad. Hailed as the mea- 
siah of the working classes, Mr Roy 
has introduced an is.sue which con¬ 
cerns BCCL directly: the acquisition 
of land belonging to the locals of the 
area. In simple terms, the demand ot 
the locals — the Mahatos and the 
Majhis — are that the land is theirs 
and they must have it. This, the pub¬ 
lic sector cannot accept and says that 
with nationalisation, all the assets 
of private owners were automatica¬ 
lly transferred to the Governnent. 
Mr Roy, along with the Jharkhand 
Miikti Morcha, is out to further the 
interests ot the tribals—eventually 
creating a separate State made 
up of 16 di.stricts in four States. Mr 
Boy’s Kamgar Union has already 
politicalised the tribals substantial^ 
end has not hesitated to use violence 
to pursue his political ends. In fact 
according to Mr Bajendra Singh, tlm 
BCKU now heads the list in the num¬ 
ber of strikes, hunger strikes and at- 
taults. 

How much are the BCCL, the 
unions and the State Government 
responsible for the present state ? 
Certainly all three can do a lot to im¬ 
prove the situation. The BCCL can 
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certainly put an end to the transp¬ 
ortation system which has been such 
a lucrative rip-off for the mafia. In 
fact, one diairman of the BCCL had 
ordered the departmentalisation of 
the system i. c. the BCCL would ac- 
ciuire its own coal dumper.s for trans¬ 
portation. But he could not do it Ho 
wa.s moved out. 

Maintenance of law and order is a 
State subject. Unfortunately, law anjl 
order is a victim of politics and 
corruption in Patna, Further, the 
police force is small In comparison to 
the area it has to man. There is also 
a lack of adequate facilities: there 
are only seven jeeps tor the 16 police 
stations. 

The mafia-controlled unions havc- 
received their biggest shock from 
the resistance of Mr A. K. Roy'.s 
Karagar Union. The BCKU does not 
take any subscriptions and is a uni¬ 
on run on some honest lines. Boy’.s 
following among the poorest of the 
poor has been brought about by liis 
unique method.*-. Recently in the 
Mugnia area, 300 Saiithals armed 
with bows, arrows uiul tangis camped 
outside the ClM’s house confining htm 
and demanding that the land on 
which the house stood belonged to 
them. His methods tend to demorali¬ 
se the police and corner the district 
administration in such a way that he 
comes out on top, For example in 
tile Mugma inddeiit the administra¬ 
tion was hesitant about promulgating 
Seetion H4 since it was an Iitfringe 
ment on tlie constitutional rights. 



BCCL officers dirmonslraimg before 
the Duitrwt C'oiumissiont-r’s office 
ot/omst assaults by trade unions 


Unless there is actual manhandling 
the police cannot resort to offensive 
action. If one of Sanlhals is hurt. 
Mr Roy will be the first one to pro¬ 
claim that the police are working 
In collusion with the BCCL manage¬ 


ment. 

It is difficult for the. administration 
to ask the adivasis to leave tlieir 
traditional weapons because they are 
as inseparable as a Sikh’s kirpan. In 
fact, there iiavc been cases when an 
adivasi miner has gone into a mine 
not only with his helmet but also 
with his bow and arrows. 

The mafia has achieved one of its 
tasks—that of the removal of the 
DC. They want to bring in .somemic 
who is strong enough to undo what 
the pa.st DC did and weak enough to 
be a puppet in their hands. They 
want their reign of terror to continue 
blit they have not foreseen the em¬ 
ergence of what a senior district offi¬ 
cial termed as the "thin pahelwans". 
These arc the people who do not 
possess the physique and tlu mousta- 
die.s of the pahelwans hut are the 
thin, lean and hungry locals who have 
become abrasive and a.sscrtive. The.v 
are conscious of their rights and will 
not brook any opposition. 

Although there have been no poli¬ 
tical mutters .since January 10, 1979, 
the stage is set, Tlie players are the 
same. The curtain has yet to he lift¬ 
ed. And once It i.s, the conflict or the 
“battle royal" as Mr A K. Ri>y terms 
it. will begin -- between the ma¬ 
fia and the local, exploited labourers 
of the coal mining bolt of India. ■ 


The corer slirry "The Oamblers" 
(Sunday Auyusl 26) was bi/ Kewal 
Vi.t'~nia. We regret the ornission of 
the try line. 


-‘Cat 
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The politicisation 
of social groups 

Chaudhury has the peasantry. Can Babuji get the 
landless and marginal farmers 7 


By SURENDRA MOHAN. Janata leader 
and Rajya Sabha MP 


I HERE have been quick 
developments in Delhi and 
the consequences of these 
developments in various 
_I States are becoming clear¬ 
er every day. With the erosion in 
the strength of the Janata Party, the 
Indian polity is once again slipping 
into the period when coalitions will 
become the order of the day. 'fhe 
era of single Party dominance app¬ 
ears to be over, probably for good. 
The Congress Party has split into 
various factions and whatever b^ave 
attempts Mr Devraj Urs is making to 
reunite all Congressmen cannot wish 
away the fact that the Congress Party 
cannot be revived. 

There is a general tendency in our 
country to reduce socio-political phen¬ 
omena to clashes of personalities and 
not to look beyond or below the sur¬ 
face. Whether it was a split of the 
Congress Party in 1969 or the failure 
ol the SVD experiment during the 
.same years, or the imposition ot 
Emergency by Mrs Indira Gandhi in 
1975, the explanation should be found 
in the socio-economic and political 
fields, which has generally not been 
done. In the present case also, such 
mistakes should be avoided. 

Immediately after Independence, a 
particular ruling class which had a 
limited universe in terms of eco¬ 
nomic. social and political base took 
over the governance of the country. 
This class consisted mainly of indus¬ 
trial interests, professionals, trading 
and commercial groups. But during 
the last three decades, sodal and 
economic processes have changed the 
contours of Indian society and politi¬ 
cal consciousness has also developed. 
The result was that participation ot 
larger groups in the governance of 
the country became necessary. It is 
true that certain individuals arti¬ 
culated the aspirations ot the new 
groupks and interests which wanted 
such participation. It is in the con¬ 
flicts or convergence of the interest, 
of such groups and the inter-mrsonal 
equations of su<± leaders, that one 
has to seek explanation of later 
changes in the Indian power structure. 

The role of the peasantry is quite 
important in these developments. 


However, it will not be correct to 
describe Indian peasantry as one 
class because of the differcnce:s in 
the land tenure systcm.s in various 
parts of the country. Those areas 
where ryolwari system had been 
evolved, were at a level of socio¬ 
economic and political development 
which was different from that in 
those areas where feudalism existed. 
While discussing the phenomena re¬ 
lated to peasantry it is also necessary 
to remember that the intermediate 
castes or the shtidras constituted a 
bulk of the peasantry all over the 
country. 

In ryotwari States, the peasantry 
came into its own much earlier and 
demanded a share of power. Conse- 
uontly, within a decade after In- 
ependenre, power started slipping 
into the hands of the leaders of the 
peasantry in Tamil Nadu, Maha¬ 
rashtra and Andhra Pradesh. On the 
other band, the northern States con¬ 
tinued to be ruled by a power struc¬ 
ture which depended on the feudal 
class. A contributing factor was 
that the industrial base too was not 
strong. 

In the last 15 years, however, 
various economic and sodal pro¬ 
cesses have brought the ^asantry in 
the northern States to tiie fore and 
the emergence of Chaudhury Charan 
Singh on the national scene gave a 
fillip to this process in terms of 
leadership. It is not a coinddence 
that Chaudhury Charan Singh, who 
was only the leader of the peasantry 
in Uttar Pradesh till on^ the other 
day, is now the leader of the peasan¬ 
try in the entine North IncUa. In 
fact the peasants in other parts of 
the country arc more sympathetic 
to him when they have to make a 
choice between him and the leaders 
of inaustrial-Gommerdal groups. 

The trading classes have also felt 
the need for similar consolidation 
and have found in the Jana Sangb, 
particularly in the north, a depend¬ 
able forum. Various social factors 
and ideology of the Jana Sangh were 
also responsible for this develop¬ 
ment. Such feudal interests which 
were confronted with the upcoming 
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power of Uie peasantry also got 
attracted to tbe Jana Sangh just as 
those professional groups in tiie 
South who depended on the upper 
castes found m the Jana Sangh a 
similar haven. But in large parts of 
the country, all these groups have 
remained with the Congress(0), Con¬ 
gress or regional groups. 

There has been at the same time 
a great extension of professional 
classes because of the increasing role 
of the State, growing industrialisa¬ 
tion and the complexity of the 
Indian society. These groups have a 
vested interest in a particular type 
of economic growth, in the expan¬ 
sion of the public sector, in the con¬ 
tinuation of the social processes of 
urbanisation and what is mistakenly 
called modernisation, in the con¬ 
solidation of the Indian state and in 
a democratic stability. Organised 
trade unions and more particularly 
the le^ership of these unions also 
have similar re5pon.ses and could be 
grouped together with the profes¬ 
sional classes, although there are 
certain vital differences as well. 
These social groups have identified 
with progressive, liberal and radical 
aspirations of the left of centre or 
left Parties. 

The landless workers and the mar¬ 
ginal farmers have not yet been 
organised either socially or politically 
and yet economic changes and social 
processes which could help organise 
them so are coming up. With land 
reforms, additional land coming 
under perennial irrigation and with 
greater attention to rural develop¬ 
ment, it is quite possible that these 
groups have been feeling the need 
for coming together in term's of 
their collective interest and for col¬ 
lective bargaining, to the extent pos¬ 
sible. Conflicts with the peasantry 
and feudal interests, political-cum- 
trade union attitudes brought by 
those among them who work in indus¬ 
try, education and castc-based sodal 
consciousness are important con¬ 
siderations in this respect. The inci¬ 
dents of Bclchi, Agra or Marathwada 
are indications that either these 
groups arc getting organised or tbe 
consciousness for the need of organi¬ 
sation is increasing. Several groups, 
including Naxalites, have been arti- 
vating them. Yet, they do not have 
an articulate national leadership, and 
fragmentation amongst them because 
of sub-castes and uneven economic 
development fur various groups and 
territorial differences is still there. 

But a phenomena similar to that 
of the political consolidation of the 
peasantry behind Chaudbury Charan 
Singh could take place amongst these 
sections also under the leadership oi 
Babu Jagjivan Ram provided Babuii 
comes to the fore in Indian politics. 
It is necessary to record here that 
during the last 30 years or more 
Babu Jagjivan Ram has not given in¬ 


dependent leadership and therefore 
could not emerge as the spokesman 
of any particular interest or group. 
Possibly, such opportunities were not 
available, not only politically but 
also because the class-cum-caste con¬ 
sciousness amongst the weaker sec¬ 
tions had not reached a requisite 
point. It would therefore be in¬ 
teresting to sec whether in the next 
one or two years this group also will 
consolidate politically and make a 
bid for participation in the power 
structure. IndicatiouiL are that Mr 
Jagjivan Ram will emerge in a pro¬ 
minent role, leading this consolida¬ 
tion. 

This picture is very much incoiii- 
plcte if one docs not add to it 
various territorial, sectional and sub- 
scctional differences amongst various 
social groups as also the fact that 
.social and economic processes arc at 
varying stages of development in 
large parts of the country. However, 
larger numbers of groups and sub¬ 
groups arc bidding for an ever 
larger .share of power, or defending 
what they have, and therefore the 
number of options, permutations and 
cornbinatioas available should be 
amazing. The possibility of aecom- 
modating all these various and vary¬ 
ing demands within our democratic 
polity will depend upon a luimlicr of 
factors including the rate of eco¬ 
nomic growth, the level of leadership 
and the stage of consciousness. The 
realisation that such accommodation 
is available only within a democratic 
structure will be an important factor. 
The numorirally .strong sections 
seem to be realising it, for obviops 
reasons, and to that extent the 
democTalic aspirations arc; expanding. 
It would also be nece-ssary to see 
whether those who hold power today 
will be pn»pared to abide by the 
rule.s of the demoi ratic game and 
not manipulate them. In any case, 
while the base of ladian democracy 
has widened and wliilc much larger 
group.s are coming to have vested 
intere.sts in it, the fragility of the 
system is also obviou-S. 

Kor one thine, the .spare for such 
aecomnioilation is small because of 
slow economic growth, a colonial -ad- 
ministrative structure which is e ist 
as well as ccntralistic, and iigid 
sorial and eronomic .stratifications of 
caste and cla-'W. Movements of 
change which render our basic struc 
ture more flexible and egalitarian 
and which involve ever larger sec¬ 
tions in the processes of decision 
making through decentralisation and 
dcmocratisation in all spheres will be 
necessary. Systems of education and 
elections will have to change. One 
cannot keep more than half the 
population outside, and yet safeguard 
the democratic polity — not when 
sensitisation of ne- ds, group con¬ 
sciousness and politicisation are 
reaching a new flash point. a 
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Charan Singh and Cleopatra 


I HDMEMBEK < Icarly tlu; day, 
1 early in 1977, when Charan SiHKh 
t«ild me that Mra Gandhi waa '‘as 
wicked as Cleopatra" and ' oiic of 
the live wickedest women who ever 
lived”. (I iorget who the others 
were). Of course only the very 
naive - - and I was naive until 1 
iK’iaine familiar with the world of 
Indian politics — would be surprised 
Hull virtue should, within a year or 
two, be preparr-d to j?o to bed with 
evil, to secure political office. Bui 
iln‘n it was also very plain to me. 
scrulinismn lus somewhat glassy 
stare and tough demeanour, that I 
w.i> with the most coldly ambitious 
ot ali India’s (coldly ambitious) poll 
Heal leaders. 1 wrote as much in m.v 
notebook at the time; that he was 
■'a man of calculation ant* ambition", 
“not particularly intelligent, but 
very delei mined”. 

What needs also to be said now 
i.s that Charan Singh's animosity 
against Mrs Gandhi, and his ex- 
prcs.sioiis of visceral dislike for her 
and all .she .stood for, were far more 
oi«'nly and (iertx'ly expressed by 
him Ilian by any other Indian politi- 
lician I met in those early post- 
Einergcncv days. Morarji Desai for 
in.siaiicp was distant and Olympian, 
disbelieving in the merits of punish¬ 
ment of a i alien politician, and only 
prepared to countenance the setting 
up of courts if piLshed into it. For 
Him another principle would then 
come into pla,v; or. as he put It, 
■‘who would 1 be to resist the peo¬ 
ple's will, if that is what they de¬ 
manded?" But Charan Singh was 
different; he seemed bent on justice, 
on settling scores, on purging the 
Indian body politic ol the infection 
wrought iu it by Mrs Gandlii and 
her rnahoul. 

It woukl b<' superticial to argue 
that the lure of ollice will now have 
linally disposed of his iiitcnliun, and 
-^tHmiingl,! moral conviclion, lliat Mrs 
Gandhi had to be brought to justice 
for the (Times she committed 
against the Indian Constilulion, the 
Indian rule ol law, and the Indian 
|i|i*ople. IndeiHl, if 1 were Mrs 
Gandhi — which bv a stroke ol the 
giHls’ uDod tortunc I am noi — 1 
would have lillle ioiifiden(e m aiiv 
de.il I might have struck with 
Cliaraii Singh, m relurii for poliucal 
support foi tiLs ambitions I'oi one 
(Ai'indiiig law of the Indian polili 
(.il leadciship i* not the law dicta¬ 
ted b\ imblu iiior.ilitv but Ih.it de¬ 
manded b\ piivaie interest It ts 
self, not nation, whom India's politi- 
ral leadi'i's .serve when they come to 
oHicc. Their .styles may difler. 
Lcrtaml.s. bnl their purpose n-niaiii.s 
csinstaiit. Bexond .self lies onl\ 
famiU and taction, and family and 
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faction interest, and the.sv arc men 
extensions of the self. You mav 
have the philosophically detached 
•Style or the populLst-dpinocr.it ic style 
or the rural-peasant style, but be 
hind the style lic-s onfy the same 
Old Adam (or Kve) of personal am¬ 
bition. And this being so. service of 
self mav in the event jn.sl as well 
dictate to Charan Singh that Mrs 
Gandhi be convicted as aiciuilted. It 
will in the end depend once more not 
on principles but upon t.mi. s, mu on 
justice but inleresLs. 

Yet these are not the key factors 
in the pre.sent .situation. Moreover, 
the general level of political anaiv- 
sis about India, produced both bv 
Indians and non-Indians, Ls tire 
-S'liiiely repetitive aiuj cliche-ridden, 
and ran do without more. Certainlv 
the.se cliches are varied, but they are 
cliches nonetheless. They include 
the absurd title of ‘the world’s larg¬ 
est democracy’ which is awaixied in 
India by hot and tired EnglLsh or 
American journalists who have read 
nothing and know less about India’s 
political institutions, andi how they 
really function. Tliey include, too, 
let it be .said, the endless lamenta¬ 
tions of ‘radical’ journalists about 
the supposedly squalid and corrupt 
state of India’.s political system and 
its politicians; or about India’s help 
less ‘drift’ and ‘ungovernability’, and 
so on and so forth. Thin gruel in 
deed for the luckless reader. 

The truth, as ever, is much inon- 
coroplex and intereslin.p Thus in the 
unfolding of India’s socio-political 
affair.s. G.haran Singh, like Morarji 
Ue.sai before him, is of relatively 
little personal significance. The for¬ 
mer will have, as Morarji Desai has 
had, his (late and brief) moment at 
the helm of India’s affairs and of 
her institutionalised system of In¬ 
justice. He will p.iss from the scene, 
as Morarji Desai has done, leaving 
relatively little trace on the dynamic 
proccs.s<:s of India’.s political and 
ccxinomie development. This is not to 
deny that the representation bv 
Charan Singh, in India’s most power¬ 
ful political office, of north Indian 
farmer and landlord castes and inte 
rests, is .) novel deveiojinient. It is; 
but thnse interccsts arc partial, and 
Charan Singh is a very partial man 
while the scale of the socio-econo 
mie changes underway in indi» — 
of which Charan Singh's arrival In 
office is merely one obvious .symp¬ 
tom—dwarf the individual prota¬ 
gonists who play the game of poli¬ 
tics, for personal ends, in New 
Delhi. 

More important still, it would bi' 
timely to say now — against the 
tide — that I do not share the dire 
prognoses mane by the political 


pundits about the direction which 
the Indian polity is taking. This is 
partly because I do not .start from 
the assumption that India is the 
‘world’s largest democrarv’; a start¬ 
ing point which leads directly, step 
bv .step, to many of the most absurd 
and false judgments about India, by 
friend and foe alike. Indian and 
non-Indian It is 'hus iinpo.ssible to 
hold the .simplistic notion that 

‘dcmon'acv’ or the ‘Westminster 
nuxier was overthrown bv Mrs 
Gandhi, natored by Morarji Desai. 
and that it is once moir threatened 
by Mr.s Gandhi’.s proximity, it not 
to office, .It least to tho.se who now 
hold it. 

For one thing, as I have indicated. 
Mrs Gandhi can have no absolute 
guarantee of safety in Charan 
Singh’s hands. For another. India’s 
polities have been a continuum of 
anli-detnoeralie tnartiee.s .since Inde 
pendenre. If Ihc advanrenumt of the 
economic, social and political inte¬ 
rests of the poorest hundreds of 
millions of India, in preference to 
the interests of faniilv, faction and 
minority class powei i.s the criterion 
by which a democracy is judged, 
then neither Morarji Desai, nor 
Charan Singh, nor Mrs Gandhi is a 
democrat. Nor ran. for example, the 
BSS and the Youth Congress under 
Sanjav Gandhi be di.stingui.shed 
from each other as threats to the 
Interests of ‘the poor and weaker 
secipns’ of India, however else they 
may differ. Likewise the interests 
which Charan Singh serves and ad¬ 
vances, different as they may be 
in impurtunl respects, are neither 
broader nor narrower than those 
advanced and servc'd bv his prede 
cessors. 

Why my optimism then? In part It 
i.s bee.iuse 1 have long ago been per¬ 
suaded not merely alxiut the histo¬ 
rical or cultural grandeur ol India 
and its peoples, but of the immense 
and seminal energic.s latent and de¬ 
veloping in its present condition. 
against the scale of the political and 
economic class pres.siire.s which are 
germinating below the surface of 
the Indian polity, and the invincible 
force which the people’s demands 
tor ‘iu.>:tice. bread and land’ will in 
due cour.se command, the trials and 
tiibulations. succe.s..es and failures 
of her pigmv politicians are truly 
insignilicant. The continuing crisis 
of ‘hegemony’ in the Indian state 
apparatus is merely a technical way 
of de.siTibing the gradually develop¬ 
ing impact of these pressures. And 
because they are carrying India for¬ 
wards, rather than backwards, the 
test of the world needs to sit up 
and Lake, note of their direction. ■ 
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Why we couldn't support 

Charan Singh 

By V. C. SHUKLA 


in 


HEN we started fuac 
tioning as a poUtical 
cuUty ia the begimtiog 
of 1978, it was with a view 
to providing a viable al¬ 
ternative to the people of India. By 
the end of 1977 it had become appa¬ 
rent to us that the erstwhile leader¬ 


ship of the pre-split Congress either 
di(hi’t have the will or didn’t have the 
spine to fight the Janata misrule. And 
the Janata Party’s own internal 
bickering had readied such a height 
that we knew that this Party was not 
going to last for very long. 

When the Assembly elections of 
1978, in the South and in Maharashtra, 
were announced, we found that unless 


we took matters in hand the tremen¬ 
dous beating which we had taken in 
1OT7 would be repeated in 1978. 
Therefore, after taking over the cam¬ 
paign in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh. 
Maharashtra and some other States, 
we plunged straightaway into action 
—to fight vigorously against Janata 
misrule. On the basis of our fight, 
and on the basis of Mrs Gandhi’s past 
record, the people of these States sup¬ 
ported us, rather than the Congres.s 
headed by Mr. Brahmananda Reddy. 
Now, while this was going on, we 
found that these people in Parlia¬ 
ment, like Mr. Reddy, Mr. Chavan 
and their colleagues were getting 
softer and softer towards the Janata 
rulers. I am quite sure tliat if there 
was a suitable opportunity and a face- 
saving device Mr. Chavan and many 
of bis colleagues would have joined 
the pre-split Janata as Ministers. 
But becau.se of the lack of an oppor¬ 
tunity, and lack of a face-saving 
device, what was done in Maharashtra 
in the case of the Sharad Pawar 
Government, could not be repeated 
at the Centre—although a similar pat¬ 
tern could have probably been fol¬ 
lowed here. All this only fuelled in 
us greater determination to fight it 
out in a proper manner so that the 
heritage of the Congress and our 
principles and programmes could be 
saved in an unadulterated manner. 

This meant not only struggle with 
the Janata rulers but also a struggle 
between ourselves and the so-called 
Congress leaders. It is quite notice¬ 
able that the Janata Party did not 
take any action against any of the 
people who later became their col¬ 
leagues. This clearly indicates that 
these people had, in fact, some sort 
of understanding with the Janata— 
an understanding whidi found frui- 
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non after tne cnauonury and Kaj 
Narain came out of the Jaiiata Party. 
The only stigma which was prevent¬ 
ing the Chavan group from joining— 
the stigma of cummunalism—having 
been removed, they hastily joined the 
coalition. 

So, when the Janata split occurred, 
the big question before us was whether 
we should support those people who 
were collaborating with Raj Narain, 
Charan Singh and company, or 
whether we should not. It is said 
that we had some hand in this split 
In the Janata Party. This is really 
not a fact; although we were keep¬ 
ing a very close watch on the situa¬ 
tion, we did not take any active part 
in engineering this split or aiding or 
abetting it. I must say that the split¬ 


ters of the Janata Party did a splen¬ 
did job of it, and they organised the 
whole thing in such a manner that 
fn the beginning it did not look like 
a split but ultimately it took the full 
shape of a split, so that the people 
who were keen on maintaining unity 
were taken unawares in this parti¬ 
cular manoeuvre. 

Now, the question arose whether 
we should support the splitters or not 
One thing was clear to us—^tbat if our 
support was to be given it must bo 
completely unconditionaL Because 
we knew that these gentlemen may 
not be very stable, and may not stick 
to any promise they might make at 
the time of forming the Government. 
What we said was: “Well, yon are 
^hting the communal forces, and in 
that we are one with you, and we 
will come out in support of you pro¬ 
vided you stick to certain principles 
and also certain programmes (which 
they had indicated at the time of the 
split and at the time of forming a 
Government)”. 

Naturally, as political adversaries 
we were interested in the break-up 
of the Janata Party. It would w 
futile and hypocritical to say that we 
were not interested in the break-up 
of the Janata Party. And we also 
wanted that the Janata Party leader¬ 
ship should be thrown into such con¬ 
fusion that they would lose their 
bearings. And this is precisely what 
happened when the- split took place. 
But, after the split, we would have 
wished that these gentlemen in power 
would have conducted the Govern¬ 
ment in the manner that a Central 
Government should be conducted, 
fittt, I am sorry to say that we were 
severely disappointed by their conduct 
and their performance. The right 
thing to do after they set up a Gov¬ 
ernment would have been to set up 
a policy co-ordination committee 
where views could have been ascer¬ 
tained and a consensus decision could 
have been taken for carrying on the 
Government in such a manner that 
not only the coalition but also those 
supporting the Government from out¬ 
side could have a say in the matter, 
and could have the satisfaction of 
guiding the Government in broad 
policy matters. This would have in¬ 
cluded not only Congress (I) leaders 
and advisers but also included pro¬ 
bably the CPI(M) and other Par^ 
who were in a mood to support the 
Government frpm outside. Some of 
them had already declared their sup 






port, although they said they would 
remain outside the Government, like 
ns. But nothing of the sort was done, 
and the utter confusion whidi foBow- 
ed the formation of the Government 
became worse and worse day by ds^. 
And ultimately when the vote of con¬ 
fidence was about to be taken, these 
people came out with a programme 
wfaidi can at best be called a con¬ 
fused restatement of whatever the 
Congress has stood for. It was not 
dear, in any case, how these peopb' 
were going to implement these objec¬ 
tives. 

After a great deal of thinking we 
felt that only a midterm poll in the 
country is a solution to the present 
ills. And with this end in view we 
withdrew our support from the Gov¬ 
ernment. Now, I must make it clear 
that this is my personal analysi'^ and 
it does not necessarily reflect the at¬ 
titudes or views of other leaders of 
the -Congress (I). Nor do I want to 
give the impression that this is the 
ofiidal line. But this is the impres¬ 
sion I have obtained from the vari¬ 
ous discussions I participated in. 

^ UEN our support' to 
Chaudhury Charan Singh 
was Withdrawn. there 
were etlorts to form 
other Ministries. We 
would in no case have supported a 
Government which included Jana 
Sangh or KSS elements in it, even if 
they had declared that they would 
not have any Minister in the pro¬ 
posed Government of Babu Jagjivan 
Ram. Even in this case we were not 
inclined to support Babuji’s Govern¬ 
ment, eithei diiectly or indi redly. 
We bad no objection to Jagjivan 
Ramji at all. As a matter of fact we 
had oSeied him the option that if he 
left the company of the RSS and the 
Jana Sangh we would support him 
wholeheartedly. We would have 
liked vety much to have him as the 
first harijan Prime Minister of the 
country. We actually proposed to the 
President that be invite Babu Jagjivan 
Ram to become the caretaker Prime 
Minister of India, and be could invite 
othd* people to join bis Government. 
This, in our opinion, would have been 
a very good arrangement in the 
country pending the General Elec¬ 
tions. Unfortunately, for his own 
reasons, Babuji found this proposal 
unacceptable, for his own reasons, 
he did not want to dissociate himself 
from the present grouping he is head¬ 
ing. Therefore everything crashed to 
the ground, and President Reddy had 
to call for fresh polls. 

As far as the President’s decision 
to dissolve the Lok Sabha is concern¬ 
ed, I think it is fully justified on 
Constitutional, legal or moral grounds. 
Even politically, it was the only 
honourable way to get over the pre¬ 
sent impasse. And I think that the 
snag in this is the continuation 
of a Ministry which has so far not 
Shown any evidence of commanding 
a majority .support in the Lok Sabha 
before the dissolution of the House. 
It can be said that with Congress (D 
support, which was withdrawn only 
on the fateful day of August 20, it 


had m^ority support, but that is also 
theoretical as this could never be 
tested on the floor of the House. 
Therefore to have a Government 
which never demonstrated its majo¬ 
rity in any voting, which is the normal 
practice in a democracy, is a had 
feature in our democracy. But we 
will have to live in a situation which 
Is not ideal, and we will have to 
tackle it in the best possible manner. 

1 only hope that the gentlemen who 
constitute the so-calkd caretaker 
Government will make it a Govern¬ 
ment which will confine itself to run¬ 
ning the elections in an impartial 
manner. There is a widespread fear 
In the minds of people, particularly 
In North India, that Chaudhury Sahib 
will organise, more effectively, the 
rigging of elections and capturing of 
booths that he has specialised in 
during the last many years. I think 
he has been doing this more or less 
regularly since he was Agriculture 
Minister in the Uttar Pradesh Gov¬ 
ernment. And, therefore, something 
must be done to remove this fear 
among the people of the northern 
States. Secondly, there is the ques¬ 
tion of the State Governments which 
are functioning today; the States 
should not be handled in a manner 
■ which is beneficial to the Government 
at the Centre. 

The cases which arc in progress 
today in the various court&^pecial 
Courts, High Courts, the Supreme 
Court, etc. may go on. We don’t 
mind. We have faced these cases fur 
the last two and a half years, so four 
or five months more will not matter 
so much. But I only hope that these 
cases will not be used to prevent Mrs 
Gandhi from campaigning cffectivcU 
in the. country by requiring her pre¬ 
sence in Uelhi on some pretext ot 
the other. If this is done, it will no. 
only be extremely unfair but we will 
resist it by all means to see that this 
kind of unfair political practice is nut 
allowed to succeed. 

We expect to get a m.tjority in the 
election—^not merely on the negative 
vote, not merely because the people 
arc dissatisfied with the Janata Gov¬ 
ernment. But also because of the 
positive record of administration ot 
the Congress Government under the 
stewardship of Mrs. Gandhi. We can 
divide her adminustratlon of 11 years 
in two parts : The first nine years 
and the two years of Emergency ad 
roiiiistration. The nine years I don’t 
think anybody can have a complaint 
about. They were better than the 
average administiations in develop¬ 
ing countries, particularly in a com- 
pUcated country like ours. But these 
two years of Emergency administra¬ 
tion. the assessment can be dificrent. 
We did commit some serious mistakes 
during this administration and the 
most serious mistake we committed 
was the imposition of censorship 
during the period. The Emergency 
in my opinion, could have been well 
run without censorship. This reali¬ 
sation did not come early enough in 
mv mind—or. for that matter, in the 
minds of many others who were in 
Government or Parliament at that 
time. Or, if it did come, no sugges 


tions were made to this effect All 
ttm good things that happened to the 
people and the country during the 
Emergency have been washed away 
because of some, what I call aerious 
mistakes like the impositimi of censor 
ship. We could easily have allowed 
the Press to function in a normal 
manner, and they could have brought 
out the distortions of the Emergency 
here and there, and the good things 
of the Emergency would have helped 
the people and the country. The 
other thing that went wrong was that 
the Emergency was carried on for too 
long. After the Chandigarh Session, 
the Emergency should have been 
lifted and General Elections ordered, 
this would have been the right thing 
to do because the justification for the 
Emergency which existed when we 
imposed it did not exist when we 
went to the Chandigarh Session. 
These are thoughts in retrospect and 
they have no relevance to the issuea 
of present day elections. The reason 
why I mention this is to say that we 
have learnt our lessons and we are 
not likely to forget them. I think 
the style of functioning of Mrs. 
Gandhi and our Party will not only 
be more liberal, but it will he deeper 
and more understanding, and will be 
much more benefiaal to the cxiuntry 
than if has been in the past. As I 
said, our administration has been 
benevolent and good and it has been 
yielding good results and I am sore 
that with all the experience wc have 
had during the last two and a half 
years, our administration will be far 
superior even to what it was earlier. 
Therefore we are going into the 
campaign with high optimism and full 
dedication to the national values and 
values we have held dear to our heart. 

Today, the question of Emergency 
Is a complete non-issue, particularly 
after the' Emergency Home Mimstet 
(Brahmananda Reddy) became a 
senior Minister in the present Gov¬ 
ernment, and with people like Karan 
Singh becoming Ministers. Apart 
from that, the question of excesses 
has been thoroughly exposed. The 
Shah Commission was able to pro¬ 
duce, after heavy expenditure and 
months of labour, cases of very very 
minor and petty things. And if these 
were the only objections to the 
Emergency 1 don’t think anybody will 
attach any importance to them. Pre¬ 
sently in the cxiuntry, in the minds 
of the people, whatever baptwned 
during the Emergency is a non-issue. 
Wbat is belabouring the minds ot 
the people today are the questions of 
unemployment, the rising prices, the 
law and order situation, the com¬ 
munal situation and the labour situa¬ 
tion. Productivity has gone haywire. 
There doesn’t seem to be any decided 
policy either for the urban or the 
rural sectors, as far as the present 
Government is concerned. Therefore, 
when we bring out our manifesto, we 
will discuss these problems carefully 
and with a great deal of responsibi- 
litv, and wc hope that the people 
will accent our stand. • 

Tke aaUior waa iH«e I g; B BUalatei W 
Hn Gaadbt’a Cabinet from ISTS U*" 
and la at preaent a CoBKicaatl) leader. 
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'T'HE venue : the Nehru r 
1 . Sports Stadium, Madras. ^ | 
The event; the final of a 
footb^l tournament. A 
match is in progress. Ihere 
is hi^ drama on the 
sidelines. The partidpants, 
among others : Noaesn 
and Mutburamaa, two 
popular stars of the Tamil 
screen. Nagesb and 
Muthuraman are two fami¬ 
liar faces in the sports 
arena in Madras. But 
despite being the sports- 
lovers that they are, they 
had no business to bdiave in 
the most unsporting manner 
they did the other day. A 
Hyderabad eleven was 
playing a Sri Lanka eleven 
in the final and one of the 
Hyderabad players was 
felled after a mid-air colb- 
sion with a rival player. 

The Hyderabad coach, Peter 
Ramaswamy, rushed to 
enquire after the player 
and was heckled by Nagesb. 
sitting in the VlP-cum- 
Press box. The irate 
manager retorted angrily, 
asking the jester to mind 
his “own bloody business". 

Nagesb reacts by calling 
the baldhcaded manager a 
“vazbuku thalayan” (slip¬ 
pery head). But the invec¬ 
tive failed to humour the 
crowd around, who 
.«eemed more interested in 
the game than Nagesh’s 
antics. A little later 
Nagesb and Muthuraman 
went up to the coach to 
renew the quarrel. A melee 
ensued and hands were 
flayed, “bastards” and 
counter “bastards” were 
exchanged, and the situation 
defused by tlie cops. The 
histrionics left spectators 
wondering why the stars 
wanted to display their 
on-screen images off-screen. 

WJVEli the fledgling sex- 
W object Jayainalini 
started dancing in Telugu 
films, she was quite anxious 
to let the world know that 
she was Jyothi Lakshmi's 
sister. Jyothi Lakshmi was 
the famous oomph-girl then, 
and was being featured in 
films like Gunfighi Kon- 
chaiui', Revolver Rcmi, etc. 
Whether it was for fear 
that Jayamalini would 
ovepiake her or not Jyothi 
Lakshmi .simply denied 
Jayamalini was her sister. 

Now, a decade later, 

Jyothi Lakshmi, married, 
and struggling to act in a 
film or two has all at a 
sudden begun telling people 
that Jayamalini, a regular 



JayanuAmi: eyes on Bombay 

sex-object in so many films, | 
is indeed her sisler ! But 
Jayamalini now seems 
hardly interested in coming 
close to her elder “sister”: 
she’s bu.sy doing her crude 
— nearly vulgar — dances 
and the public still thinks 
she’s the best sex siren- 
In Candharva Kami, her 
newest film in Tamil and in 
Telugu, Jayamalini has a 
satisfactory role, and four 
sexy dance.s, and she's 
hoping that Bombay will 
pay some attention fo her. 

S UJATHA MUST BE 
regretting her post- 
marital return to the 
celluloid screen. Five of 
her films released recently 
went by almost unnoticed 
particularly Roonibalir 
directed by her favourites 
Devaraj and Mohan. She 
bad also bop^ to do a few 
good roles in Malayalam 
films, but since Brahstu 
ended with a whimper at 
the box-oflice, she's an 
“outcast” in Kerala. 


W ONDER if Siuojt Oaue 
van and Rajnikant 
will ever act together again. 
In the recent Nona Vazha 
Vatppean a remake of 
Premji’s Maiboor (wbidi 
in turn, was adapted from 
Cold Sweat), Rajnikant 
has cnthusiasUcally matched 
his brand of melodrama 
with Sivaji’s. Surely the 
veteran actor may not like 
to put up with sudi strong 
competition in future. 

But it seems a produdhr 
recently requested Sivaji 
Ganesan to act in bis next 
film—and Ganesan is 
believed to have put up his 
price considerably, when 
he realised that Hie 
producer concerned b^ 
made a film with Rajnikant 
*'lf you can afford to pay 
so much to Rajnikant (be 
quoted the price), why not 
pay me this mudi?” Why 
didn’t the producer go 
back to Rajnikant? Well, 
but for Rajni’s dates with 
psychiatrists and police- 
stations... 


D IDN’T SUNDAY teU yoo 
sometime ago Hiat all 
the talk of a feud between 
brothers Anant and Sbaakar 
Nag was pure bull ? Now, 
Shankar is directing a 
Kannada film, seated by 
Girish Karnad. ’The oast 
includes Anant, Shankar 
and Priya Tendulkar. It’s 
a mira^ that with so 
many films on band 
Shankar has found Ume to 
make a quickie on his own. 
He was to collaborate in 
the producticMi of an off¬ 
beat Marathi film 23 June, 
1997 apart from acting in 
it. The film was rerantly 
completed by Nadiiket 
Patwardhan with just 33 
days of shooting around 
Pune but Shankar Nag 
opted out of it to keep up 
with his heavy .schedule in. 
Bangalore. In fact when, 
Shankar showed interest in 
23 June, 1897, he was # 
struggling hero, with just 
one film (Onandondu 
Kaladalli) on nand. 

H OW is it that Sridevi 
was so liberal with 
her leg-show in Pagalil Oru 
Iravu? Since Seema was 
also cast in the film, 

Sridevi understandably 
decided to display more 
than usual. Well, des^e 
Scema and Sridevi’s charm, 
and the hit theme music 
(Pagalil ...), the third 
Tamil film directed 
by I. V. Sasi, is 
limping at the box-office. 

D uring her college days, 
Meena Saldhana’s pet 
hobbies were studying 
snakes and modelling and 
.soon after graduating from 
Stella Maris, Madras, she 
was preparing to fly to the 
USA to spend some time 
with her sisters. Just then 
came the tempting invitation 
to act opposite Kamalahasan 
in a pre.stigious Tamil 
production, Sbahti. 'The 
thorodfihly anglicised 
Meena was indeed tempted, 
despite knowing very little 
about Tamil fil^. Maybe 
it was the dough, or the 
glamour, or the urge to 
know what film acting was 
all about. She won’t do 
another film, says her 
father Dr Saldhana. Well, 
it’s for Meena to decide 
now : If Shakti elides, 
and other lucrative offers 
come her way, would she 
refuse ? SomeBiing no 
one really does, 

PIOUSJI 


5 time for an 
extra twist of taste 






y 


( 


' ^ 


/r 

m 


n-'vx 


^4 




ul 






A time to taste - /emon*and time* 
like it's never been. More tangy.more 
punchy, more everything. 


w 




A time to 'freshen'- with tongue- 
tingling lemon*and Ume* Fresh and 




_ ■ 



i^r 1 

A i 




K m v'* a • "O'" before and after. 


f] 


A time to switch to Campa-lemon* 
and lime* Any time from nine to nine 
- or before and after. Today-or now. 

*Altiaci«i IkWHOr 








KHAAS BAAT 




A HUMOUR which is 
rapidly gaininii 
{(round is the one 
roncvrninfj Anju and Imttuz. 
As the rumour goes, they 
are about to split—which 
is a pity. As lor Anju, 
since her parting of 
ways with Rajesli, the, 
only lime she had been 
happy was alter her 
marriage with Tinliaz : 

And she was looking 
better loo. She had put 
on some weight and 
there was a sparkle in 
her eyes, l•'o|• Iinliaz 
too, this would mean a 
setback in his personal 
life. This of course might 
veiy well alfecl his 
professional lile. for a 
person who is attempting 
to make a break in 
directing films, moral 
encouragcmenl and 
mental peace are very 
important. No one really 


knows why they arc 
separating. But, as 
I said, it is sad for both 
of them. 


T AI.KING of partings, 
Shairu has finally 
decided to leave Reena 
Roy in the lurch. And it 
took her quite .some time 
to realise this. It was 
only when Shatru insisted 
on signing movie contracts 
with her best friend, 

Vidya, that she got the 
message. Poor Vidya. 
she keeps walking into all 
kinds of intrigues and 
breakups. Pi'ople even 
say that any friendship 
With her is jinxed. With 
her record of abortive 
relationships, people may 
ea.silv believe this. And 
now it soem.s that her 
only good friend. Reen.i, 
may not be friendly with 
her for long. The 
villain of the. piece is 
Shatru. But the important 
question is : What will 
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Mr Desai's hypocrisy 
is limitless 


What your opinion 
aboub President Sanjeeva 
Reddy's decisions regard¬ 
ing the dissolution of 
Parliament and the in¬ 
stallation of a caretaker Government 
under Chaudhury Charon Singh? 

A: 1 think the Janata leaders 
made a frightful mistake in raising a 
controversy over the President’s ac¬ 
tions. And I don't think it is wise for 
them to make it an election issue. 
The two relevant Articles under 
which the President has acted are 
Articles 74 and 75. Article 74 says 
that there shall be a council of 
Ministers to aid and advise the Pre¬ 
sident. And Article 75 says that the 
President shall appoint the Prime 
Minister and other Ministers on the 
advice ot the PM. And that Artic^ 
further says that the council of 
Ministers shall be collectively res¬ 
ponsible to the Lok SaUia. Now Mr 
Murarji Desai was leader ot the rul¬ 
ing Party which had around 300 
members in a house ot 542. There 
was a no-coiifidence motion against 
Mr Uesai. It soon became clear that 
Morarji Desai’s majority was fast 
eroding, and in the first two or three 
days, several members ot the Janata 
Party lett on the issues of the RSS 
and secularism, and Mr Oesai's inept 
handling of the governmental and 
organisational matters. When it be¬ 
came ck‘ar to me that the Janata 
Party was splitting and Mr Desai 
was losing support, I used an expre¬ 
ssion saying that the political crisis 
could be rc.solvcd only on the 
basis of the trans-Party solution. Mr 
Desai maintained that he was going 
to win by 100 votes. But after 
George’s (George Fernandes) resigna¬ 
tion and the threatening letter which 
Mr Jagjivan Ram wrote to him — 
not only did Mr Ram write that 
letter but he released it to the Press 
— m which he suggested that Mr 
Desai resign, Morarjibhai decided to 
resign. At that point of time it was 
open to Mr Morarji Uesai to advise 
the President after obtaining the con¬ 
sent of the Cabinet that he dissolve 
the Luk Sabha and order a midterm 
poll. 11 Mr Desai had done that, 1 
think President Sanjeeva Reddy 
would have had no choice but to go 
by the advice bf Mr Desai inspite of 
I the fart that be bad lost bis majority 
in the house. Mr Desai didn’t choose 
to do that. Instead of that, he stak¬ 
ed his claim for forming a new Go¬ 
vernment. The other course open to 
'-34 



One of the people who played a 
signifwunt role tn the recenli political 
drama <n Delhi was Mr Madhu 
Limaye, the Socialist ideologue who 
is gradually becoming the chief 
architect of the allumce under 
Chaudhury Charan Singh. Indeed, by 
the Ume he finishes, Mr Madhu 
Lmaye may even have turned the 
Chaudhury into a leftist. In any case, 
he is engaged in cementing the 
alliance of the "lefb and progressive” 
farces, brick by painful brick. And 
so Mr Lhnaye is a very controversial 
person, the target of attack by the 
RSS and other ughltsi forces. M. J. 
AKBAR asked him to answer some 
of the allegations which his myriad 
criUcs hurl at hum _ 

Mr lK*sai would have been to resign 
tri,m the leadership ot the Party 
simultaneously; he didn't do that. 
Chaudhury Charan Singh also resign¬ 
ed from the council of Ministers only 
on Monday (a day after Morarji 
Desai had resigned). So President 
Sanjeeva Reddy told me that he had 
to call both of them to substantiate 
their claims because both of them 
were members of the caretaker Go¬ 
vernment. If Chaudhury had resign¬ 
ed on Sunday, he says, there would 
have been no question of his calling 
Morarjibhai. He would have tried 
the ottidal leader of the opposition 
and thereafter Chaudhury Charan 
Singh who, though technically nut 
leader of the apposition, was the 
leader of the largest single opposi¬ 
tion bloc. 

So Mr Desai, when he says that it 
was wrong on the part of Sanjeeva 
Reddy to invite both of them, is not 
being fair to the President. ’Ihe 
President did nut invite the two of 
them to form a Government : be 
only invited them to substantiate 
their claims. He did not invite even 
Mr Chavan to form a Government; 
he asked Mr Chavan to explore the 
possibilities. If Mr Chavan had re¬ 
ported that lie was in a position to 
do so, naturally the President would 
have commissioned him to form a 
Government. These are important 
distinctions. Later, it was established 
that Mr Morarji Desai had submitted 
a talsc list, whereas Chaudhury 
Charan Singh could prove that he 
had the support of a larger majority 
of MP.s. On the strength of this, the 
President invited Chaudhury to form 
the Government. It is true that 
there was a provision to face the 


Luk Sabha, but it must be remem¬ 
bered that the decision to summon 
the Lok Sabha, or to prorogue the 
Lok Sabha, has to be of the Cabinet. 
Mr President cannot on his own 
either summon the house, or pro¬ 
rogue the house or dissolve it. So 
after Chaudhury took over I tele¬ 
phoned him and told him that there 
has to be a Cabinet decision on pro¬ 
rogation. And when the Cabinet 
gave the advice to dissolve the house 
the President acted on this advice. 
Article 74, before the 42nd Amend¬ 
ment, only said there shall be a 
council of Ministers to aid and advise 
the President. In several cases 
the courts .including the Supreme 
Court, had held that the President 
was a constitutional head and be bad 
to go by the advice of his council of 
Ministers. But the Constitution did 
not spedlically say so. Under the 
42nd Amendment, the position was 
made clear beyond doubt. What was 
impluit was made explicit. 

We (the Janata Party) were com¬ 
mitted to undo the mischief of the 
42nd Amendment. But upim cool 
consideration and after deep delibi- 
ration we decided not to tamper wuh 
certain amendments. Among them 
was this Article 74. All that the 
Janata Government did was to add a 
proviso which gave the power to the 
President to refer an advice for 
reconsideration. That was the only 
change made. But iho proviso also, 
said that if even after reconsidera¬ 
tion the same advice is given, then 
the President is required to abide by 
it. I repeatedly told Pre.ssmcn (dur¬ 
ing the recent crisis), why don’t you 
publish Article 74? This being th** 
position, when Charan Singh’s Cabi¬ 
net made a unanimous decision 
Sanjeeva Reddy had no choice. H 
there had been no such adsire and 
if the Pre.sidenl wanted to order a 
midterm poll, he would have been 
compelled to in.stal a government to 
advise him to order a midterm poll 
So naturally he would have invited 
Jugjivan Ram. although be had no 
majunly. But sinct: Chaudhury gave 
this advice... On top ot it, the Presi¬ 
dent took legal opinion. He took 
advice trom three people. Palkhivala 
gave a different opinion, but Daftary 
and the present Attorney General 
told the President that (tbe . PM s) 
advuc was binding. Another thing 
that me President did was to obtain 
the latest Party position from the 
Speaker. And be told Jagjivan Ram 







that his strength, according to the 
Speaker's iniormation. was 203. and 
was there any other Party whi«^ was 
prepared to support him? Then Jag- 
jivaii Ram said that the Congress 
rebels would support him. They had 
a strength of it. Sanjeeva Reddy 
said ibal he was not raising the 
question ot defection, but only eight 
members had signed. Even then, he 
was prepared to concede 11. So that 
made the number of Babuji's sup¬ 
porters 214. Was there any other 
group supporting Babuji? So, I think 
Jagjivan Ram bad, at no stage, more 
than 214 members. The last thing 
that the President did was to get the 
view of political Parties, and the, 
majority of the Lok Sabha members, 
as represented by these Parties, 
clearly was in favour of a midterm 
poll. 

Q : How do you react to the charge 
that this was a conspiracy to slop a 
harijan from becoming Prime Minis- 
IPT of this country ? 

A : It is ridiculous. First of all, 
1 would only remind you of the 
rcteni fait that Mr Chandrashekhar 
had declared that if Mr Morarji 
iX’sai had voluntarily resigned his 
leadership, he would be a candidate, 
and he would oppose Mr Jagjivan 
Ram. So you can see that Mr Chao- 
lirashekhar’s love for himself is 
grcaier than his so-called love for a 
lianjaii leader. Take Mr Desai. If 
Mr De.sai had so much sympa<hy for 
the harijans, when some of us said 
that Jagjivan Bam should be made 
the Prime Minister in March 1977, 
why did 'not Mr Desai voluntarily 
.stand down in his favour ? Or, again, 
in the second week of July this year, 
when It beiame clear that he had 
lust his majority, Mr Desai could 
have gracelully retired and suggest¬ 
ed to the Party that they should call 
on Mr Jagjivan Ram to be leader. 
Mr Desai stuck to the leader’s post 
as long as he could, and when be 
was openly accused ot promoting 
detection and making lalse state¬ 
ments before the Presid.-nt, he said 
he was retiring from politics — but 
that also he is recxuisidcring. Mr 
Desai’s hypocrisy knows no limits. 
It IS limitless. 

Q :Do you think Babuji's leadership 
of the Janata Parly wdl affect the 
harijan vole — (hat is, slice the vote 
away from Mrs Gandhi, for instance? 

A :l don’t think Mr Jagjivan 
Rani had a very large following 
among harijans at any stage. We 
saw that in Chikinagalur and in the 
A.sseinbly elections in Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. But assuming that 
be has some support among a sec¬ 
tion of the harijans — that is a 
problem which Mrs Gandhi will have 
to lace. There are large sections of 
harijans who have never been with 
Mr Jagjivan Ram — for instance, the 
nuvabuadhas in Maharashtra, the 
followers ul Dr Ambedkar. Then 
there are busmans and vasts and 
valrmkis and others : they were 
never with Mr Jagjivan Ram. Those 
sections ot the harijans who are with 
us will remain with us. 

Q : You and the others who left 
the Janata have been accused of 


bang defectors. Are you or are you 
not a d^eclor ? 

A : I folatly reject the charge. 
Those who describe it as defection 
are ignorant fools. Political Parties 
have not broken up for the first 
time. The CPI has broken up in the 
past, the Congress first broke up in 
1951 when the KMPP was formed. 
Was Kripalani a defector, 1 ask you? 
He is talking so much about defec¬ 
tion : was he a defector when he 
lett the Congrc.ss? Did be resign his 
scat in the Dominion Parliament? 
Did his other colleagues resign their 
seals? Id 1964 the CPI broke up ; 
did Mr A. K. Gopalan resign his 



seal? Even the CPi leadership did 
not accuse Gopalan of being a detec¬ 
tor, all that they said was that he 
was a splitter. The DMK spht up 
Karuiiaiiidhi I don't think was looUsh 
enough to call MGR a defector — he 
accepted the fact that the Party bad 
biukcn up. The Congress split in 
1969 : Mr Desai called Indira Gandhi 
a defector on the strength of the 
accidental fact that he bad one addi¬ 
tional vote in the working committee. 
Then the Supreme Court decided in 
1972 that the bulk of the Congres.N 
was with Mrs Indirg Gandhi. To talk 
of defection shows a total lack ot 
understanding of the political process. 
Even the anti-defection bill introdue 
cd by Mrs Gandhi made a distinction 
bi'tween a split and a defection. 
Sim.ilarly, Mr Morarji Desai’s bill bad 
a clause which said that if 25 per 
cent of the members leave the Party 
it is a split, and it would not be co¬ 
vered by the provisions of the anti- 
defeaion bill. As far as my opposi¬ 
tion to the anti-defection bill wa> 
concerned, it did not relate to the 


split clause at all, it relaisd to cons¬ 
cience voting. So if my plan was to 
split the Party 1 would have attacked 
the split clause, and not the <»d- 
science clause. Simx 1 was anxious 
to maintain the unity of the Party, 
consistent with our devotion to prin¬ 
ciples, and consistent with my oppo¬ 
sition to the RSS, 1 attacked the 
clause which prohibited dissent with¬ 
in the Party. 

By any test, what happened in 
July was not a defection. Several 
members gave up their Ministerships, 
and subsequently they did not try to 
join the. Government. MPs who left 
the Party did not do so to become 
Ministers. For instance, Cbaudhury 
Cbaran Singh wanted Mrs Mrinal 
Gore to join this Cabinet : she re¬ 
fused. I didn’t join the Cabinet. We 
didn’t do it because we wanted to 
gain any ofiice. Acdording to me, 
defection means, and correctly, a 
person crossing over from the oppo¬ 
sition to the ruling Party for the sake 
of office. Take Mr Chandrashekhar. 
He was elected to the Rajya Sabha 
on the PSP ticket He joined the 
Congress. Ho didn't resign his seat. 
Does it lie in Mr Chandrashekhar’s 
mouth to talk of defections? I don’t 
want to rake up these thin^. That’s 
why I tell these friends, for God’ 
sake, don’t talk about defectioB. 
accept the fact that because of your 
pensistent attempt to overthrow the 
Governments led by the backward 
clj.s.s |)eople, in UP, Bihar and Hary¬ 
ana, because of your attempt to push 
out Chaudbury Charan Singh and Baj 
Narain from the Government and the 
Parly, because of the RSS dominance 
over the Janata Party, because of 
Morarji Desai’s and Chandrashe¬ 
khar’s refusal to purge the Party of 
the RSS elements, to take a forth¬ 
right stand on Alig,irh and Jamshed¬ 
pur — it is becau.se of these things 
that the Party split up. It is no use 
talking about defection. Simply 

because of big business control over 
the iiic*dia, they should not us« the 
Pi ess to spread those lies about 

defections. 

(J : You think the Pres® has been 
very ho.Uile to you? 

A : Totally. As far as the Press 
is concerned, we continue to Uve 
under the Emergency. 

Q ; How do you say that? 

A ; Because it is very difficult for 
us to get anything in even edgewise. 
Why did not the Pres.s (during the 
debate about thi‘ President’s action) 
publish the inipcachmeiit clause of 
the Constitution? Why did it noi 
publish Article 74? Hardly any 
ncwspajHir had the honesty to publish 
this and the Article about dissolution 
and prorogation of the House — that 
would have cleared the debate. 

; How do you propose to 
fight the coming elec¬ 
tions ? 

[A : We are hoping for 
I elect oral arrangements 
with all those forevs who arc in the 
coordination coinniitlcc. and regional 
Parlies like the Akali Dal, the Anna 
DMK and .so on. But a lot of spade 
work will have to be done and diffi¬ 
culties resolved. For instance, if the 







CPI and (JPl(M) an; to ttiopcratc, 
then the Kciiilj problem has to be 
resoKed. In Mahaiashtra, dearly, 
the PDI' Covernment, at least in it« 
pi'c.sent loirn is untenable now — 
already the .fana Sanghis have raised 
the demand for the expulsion of 
PWP Ministers. I had a long meet¬ 
ing with the Peasants’ and Workers’ 
Paity recently -- (ieorge was also 
there — and thc'y said, ‘We .shall now 
foH<' the Lssiie; Sharad (Pawar) will 
now have to gel rid of the Jt.SS and 
.lana Saiigli elements. Or. it he re- 
lu.se.s to do that, we .shall have to 
get on I ' And in that case the 
(lovernnient will not survive. But I 
do hope that Mr Sharad Pawar and 
Mr Chavan will now openly reunite. 

I underline openly, because a tacit 
undc'rslundmg was already there. 
And now all the differences in the 
Congres-s li.ive dis,ippedred with the 
socallc'd official MPCC headed by 
Vasiintdada Patil and Mohite rros.sing 
over to Mr.s (iaiidhi. Mohan Dharia 
Ls making up his mind, and he will 
lc:dve the ItSS-dominated Janata. And 
many oilier tones will join hands. 
.So in Maharashtra also we shall be 
able to put logethcT an alliance. I 
am (a) tor bioadbasiiig the exLyting 
atliancr. (b) I want that alliance to 
lx- proKuimiiie oiientc;d; (ij I want 
lhat alliance' to have* a thrust both 
against comiiiiinali.sm and aulhoiit;i 
rianism. 'riieii I would also like a 
loint tiont. in teim.s ot the urban- 
rural eciualioii I would like the 
urban poor, the indu.sirial working 
clas.s. the piogn'.sMve voiith in the 
city, plus tin- pc-asanlrv and the rural 
p.icir, to combine'. Then, 1 would 
like the ri'ligicius mmcinlic'.s to be 
won civi'r, because, after all, the 
J.iriata I’arly split because we were 
not preiiarecl to compromise on the 
ciiii'.slicin of cciminiinalisni. I think 
we liaw a gocicl chance ot winning 
over the sympathy and support of 
the iiimoiitic's The minorities have 
a leeling that thc'v are a.skc‘d to 
vote tor X, Y or Z but there Ls no 
ciiiici pro quo. 'Iliere is also a feeling 
ol insc'curitj. Now, apart from the 
electoral a.spect, 1 would like the new 
political alliance to cxmimit itself (o 
removing this sense of insecurity, and 
giving iiiiiiorilie.s a fair deal. If we 
can forge such an alliance, it will be 
able to appeal to the people. 

Q ■ Do you havi: .wffickmt time? 
Arn! mil not Mrs Gandhi exploit her 
Iraditunial ajrpeal to the mtnoriUes 
and rfie weaker sections ? 

■A Yes, but at least in the North 
Indi,m St.ites she lost support among 
the minorities, largely bccaiKse ol 
i.miily planning evcc.ssivi and demoli¬ 
tion ot houses. Subsequent Iv she 
made some attempts to win them 
over, but her oppurtiinist game in 
Bihar and Haryana where shd supp¬ 
orted the BSS-doniinated Govern- 
incmts and her recent cynical bchavt 
our III relation to the new Govern¬ 
ment, has not endeared her to the 
niinoiities 1 think the minorities also 
view her with a great deal of 
su-spiciun. 

<2; IVou.'d yem deny Uiaf there ii 
something in the natvre of an Indira 
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Mr Chandrashekhar was 
elected to the Rajya 
Sabha on the PSP ticket. 
He joined the Congress. 
He didn't resign his seat. 
Acharya Kripalani left 
the Congress in 1951. He 
didn't resign his seat. 


wai'o at the moment in the country? 

A: I wouldn’t say that. But i 
can make a few observations, as a 
pcr.scin who believes in objectivity, 
although some people may say you 
should not be too obiective_ on the 
eve of the' elections. But since my 
naliiic is like that, I will make some 
observations From Punjab to West 
Bengal, Mis Gandhi has nothing to 
lo.se. SI) whatever her performance it 
would be u net gain lor her. Then, 1 
tc;cl she would put up a very strung 
light in Gujarar and also in Karna- 
tjKa. As tar as Andhra Pradesh is 
cunceincd, she demonstrated her 
stiength in 1978, and 1 think she 
would not do badly in Andhra. Madh¬ 
ya Piatlesh is a Jana Sangh-RSS 
stronghold, particularly the Madhya 
Bharat area, and there we have to 
treali' an anti-HSS feeling. It is not 
only Mrs tiandhi who will prolit by 
It, but other non-authoritarian and 
progressive elements will also profit 
by it. .So altogether I would say that 
Mis Ciandhi will make .some gains; 
the si/e of the gains would depend on 
till' kind of political alliance we will 
be able to put up—in which case her 
gains can be restricned. As far as 
J.inata (Communal) is concerned,_ 1 
llimk if this is their propaganda line, 
direcled at Sanjeeva Bi'ddy, it will 
not Ik- appic'cidted by the iH-ople 
Thev have the Press with them, so 
they can shout a good deal. But 
when iilhei Parties lake to the field 
start organising meetings and all that, 
we can II ake short work ot their wild 
.illegat)oii.s. 

Q ; tV'lic; Ls your mam enemy, the 
RSS or Mrs Gandhi? 

A. I don't iindei.sland this talk of 
main eiic'inv. I said that our thrust 
is against coniniunalisin and authori¬ 
tarianism The strength of these 
fone.s differs from State to State, so 
ioc.il variations there will be. Given 
the broad perspective, we shall have 
to light whoever is stronger in parti¬ 
cular regions. But 1 am not prepar¬ 
ed to say who will come first, who 
will c'cime ,sc'( ond and all that. 

Q ■ But you are nmfideni at this 
momenh that you can stop the return 
of any kind of diclaiorship? 

A; Yes. I am fairly confident 
that India will not return to dictator; 
ship—not only because Mrs Gandhi 
has said lhat there will not be; another 
F.niergenry for 1.000 years, but be¬ 
cause our people have become consci- 
ou.s They are more aware. And 
having overthrown one Government, 
they have also found a new con¬ 
fidence in their power to undo Gov¬ 
ernments that go wrong. 


Q : Are you confident about the 
Anna DMK supip^ting your Party in 
the coming elections? 

A: You see, their policy will be 
governed by what their opponents do. 
Karunanidbi and MGR are the two 
main contenders and Mrs Gandhi will 
try to favour one or the other, and 
try to tilt the balance. She is not a 
very big force independently, but she 
feels that she can tilt the balance. 
That i,s at least her ho^. And even 
the united Janata wa.s not a Ing force 
in Tamil Nadu. So it is up to the 
Anna DMK. But we want them to 
cunUniie in the coalition and in the 
political alliance. 

0: How important do you think 
the CPl(M)’s support to the alliance 
will be, both electorally amt psycho¬ 
logically? 

A: ITie CPI(M)'s influence is con 
fined mainly to the eastern region 
and Kerala; in other areas they have 
some pockets of support. But I am 
not looking at it from the point of 
how many votes they will be able to 
deliver. I want the pcilitical alliance 
to have a progressive image; I want 
the people to know that all thase 
who believe in secularism, in social 
justice, thc'y are drawing clo.ser to¬ 
gether. Disunity in the ranks of these 
forces ha.s been a major weakncs.s 
during the last 27 montlus, and if we 
can overccime this weakncs.s, then 
people will have .some hope. 

Q: Do you think the CPI(M) will 
be comfortable under the leadership 
of a man who is alleged to be a 
kulak? 

A : About this kulak thing, 1 
would ask you a t-ounlcr question, 
although it is not my habit to throw 
a counter question, like Morarji Desai. 
What Ls your definition of a kulak? 

Q: Let us ht>ar yours, that is 
more* relevanh 

A: Mv own definilicin is, where 
land lefontis have been implemented 
fairly, all those people who posse.ss 
land below the ceiling, cannot be call¬ 
ed kulaks. They are producers. And 
the-se producers, by adopting modern 
agricultural technology, have freed 
India from di'pendenro on the United 
States for food. Our two big Ccim- 
inunLst neighbours, the' Soviet Union 
and China, have been importing food- 
grains for a long time. It is really 
technologv which has made small and 
marginal farms viable, and it’s a good 
thing, bc'cause this is a new lease ol 
life' for the .small peasants. OtherwLse 
they would have been .squeezed out. 
If there had been capitalist relation.s 
in agriculture, gradually the small 
farmer would have been pushed out. 
It would be quite wrong to denounce 
all peasants who produce as kulaks. 
Small businessmen are patronised, 
they are given conces.sions. But 
tho.se who own less property than 
small businessmen, and earn less 
monev than them, in fac^ whMe in¬ 
come is less than a low-level Gov¬ 
ernment official’s—whv should they 
be denounced? Nobody else u 
denounced as a useless parasite. Bm 
a kisan who produces is denounced 
as a kulak. • 
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Marcuse may be heard yet 


By RAJENDRA MATHUR 


H erbert Marcuse, the New Left 
philosopher, is dead. His theo¬ 
ries seemed to be coining true in the 
sixties when students in France were 
pushing the Establishment, epitomis¬ 
ed by the titanic figure of Charles de 
Gaulle, over the brink; the Vietcong 
guerillas were confronting the might¬ 
iest military machine in the world; 
Che Guevara was working out bis 
strategy of rural revolution in the 
jungles of Bolivia and Black Panth¬ 
ers were raising the spectre of civil 
war in the 'cities of America. But 
the vision turned out to be a will-o’- 
the-wisp, and in the seventies Her¬ 
bert Marcuse once again became 
irrelevant. 

Marcuse wa.s a Marxist who cared 
for freedom, which he saw was on 
the retreat everywhere. Most of the 
proletariat, he found, had been either 
absorbed into conformist, managerial 
capitalism or into the bureaucratic 
people’s democracies, and the State 
was doing down the individual as 
effectively as the Market. Workers 
have bt^coine cogs in a culture-ma¬ 
chine and the market has given them 
a false consciousness and a sales 
personality. Like Erich Fromm, the 
psychologist, Marcuse believed that 
the creative potential of human na¬ 
ture remains unrealiised in today's 
societies; workers are estranged with¬ 
out being aware that their life s^les 
have become warped. They are 
friendly with their Frankenstein. 

All these modish phrases have 
become current coinage after World 
War II. but Marcuse, a German Jew 
who later settled in America, was an 
old-timer. When he was young the 
Bolshevik revolution was as nascent 
as the Weimcr rt;public and Marcuse 
took part in the social democratic 
revolution which followed the abdica¬ 
tion of Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1918. 
Germany was then reeling under the 
impact of defeat and Ludendorff’s 
virtual dictatorship was cracking up. 
Workers’ and soldiers’ councils had 
«ppe.ared in cities and along the front 
and in Bavaria, where he eventually 
died on July 29 at the age of 81^ 
Marcuse had proclaimed the estab 
iishment of a Socialist republic. The 
date was November 7^ 1918, exactlv 
a year after the OctoMr Revolution 
Was Marcuse waiting for an apoca' 
lypse ever since? 

In the twenties Marcuse busied 
him.self with research. He earned 
his Ph.D. from the University of 
Freiburg and his thesis was about 
Hegel. In fact Herbert Marcuse, 
along with Theodore. Adorno, was 
responsible for a renaissance of He¬ 
gelian studies in Europe. In Hegel 
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and till.’ Rise of Social Theory thi.s 
neo-romantic anarchist sums up his 
views about his great German com¬ 
patriot, but Hegel of course was not 
the only influence. In his political 
philosophy Marcuse aspired to bring 
Karl Marx and the Existentialists 
together — a project over which 
Sartre had been working collaterally. 
Ill Reason and Revolution, he Iries 
To set up impersonal reason on a 
pedestal and relates it with the dia¬ 
lectics of history. Marcuse, the 
eclectic, does not ignore Freud either. 
Hi.; Eros and CivUiBotion is an ambi¬ 
tious attempt to fuse and reconcile 
the world-views of the two great 
Germans who have most influenced 
the twentieth century—Karl Marx 
and Sigmund Preud. 

In the twenties Marcuse joined 
the internationally famous Frankfurt 
Institute of Social Research where he 
worked for a decade, la 1933, with 
the rise of Hitler, he fled to Geneva, 
and a year later to the United 
States. As a matter of fact the en¬ 
tire Frankfurt Institute moved over 
into the campus of Columbia Univer¬ 
sity. In 1940, Marcuse, like Albert 
Einstein, another German Jew. be¬ 
came a citizen of the United States. 
Like Einstein, his inclinations ran 
parallel to those of the Establishment 
only during the war years. Marcuse 


became an intelligence analyst of the 
US army, heading its Central Euro¬ 
pean section. He returned to teach¬ 
ing in 1951 and was with Columbia. 
Harvard, Brandeis and California. 

What was his message? He want¬ 
ed the Establishment to be attacked 
and demolished but he did not be¬ 
lieve that this could be done through 
old-fashioned class warfare. After 
the embourgeoisment of the proleta¬ 
riat, the workers have become a part 
of the Establishment, and are there¬ 
fore incapable of fulfilling the mis¬ 
sion which Marx had assigned to 
them. According to Marcuse, this 
mission has now been transferred to 
alienated minorities, radical students 
and liberating elites who arc keenly 
aware of. and infuriated by the fact 
that their Person is being pulverised 
into graded granules by the indus¬ 
trial monolith. He was opposed to 
the Market not because it makes 
people poor, but because it is teach¬ 
ing human beings how to identify 
and grade themselves on the basis of 
consumer goods which they are being 
insistently, screechinglv persuaded to 
buy. It is like a competition amongst 
drowning men to swill more water. 
Instead of an anti-want revolution. 
Marcuse called for an anti-ennui 
revolution, and be was heartened 
even by the hipmes. But the apoca¬ 
lypse he envisaged never came off. 
even after the New Left ideologues 
had reinforced themselves with a 
whiff of the Maoist East Wind. Boli¬ 
vian villagers and Parisian students 
did not combine to set the world 
ablaze. 

Struggle by a chosen people Is a 
Judeo-Marxisl vision, and Marcuse 
shared it. (A flippant thought here 
crosses one’s mind ; Would Marx be 
believing in the proletariat if he had 
an Israel to believe in? Are not 
Israel, the Bolshevik Revolution and 
the Atom Bomb triplets bom out of 
the womb of the Jewish imagination? 
Was not Hitler making Judaism 
.stand on its head? ) The chosen 
people who will straighten 
out the perversities of an 
affluent society have not yet emerged. 
Rage, envy or naive idealism seem to 
be incapable of making men abandon 
a civilisation which has brought 
them so much creature comfort. 
Herbert Marcuse, therefore, is a cry 
in the wilderness. But it is a valid 
ay. and may in times to come, find 
embodiment. It would be too cynical 
to believe that One Dimensional Man 
shall remain one dimensional for 
ever, which amounts to saying that 
man shall forever be content to re¬ 
main less than a man. ■ 









Sanjay wins half his battle 


^ UO played the most 
importaal rple lo 
brioKiQK down the Morarji 
Government and forcing 
a midterm poll '! So many 
names have been mentioned so far. 
Most would nominate ftaj Narain, 
and he himself has not been shy to 
claim publicly that the credit should 
go to him, At least for the £rst part 
of the story. Then other political 
observers, of course, feel that the 
entire affair was masterminded by 
Mrs. Gandhi and they proclaim loudly: 
It has again been proved that she 
has 110 parallel in this game. But 
one name has nut yet been mentioned 
at all. lie has pl^ed a crucial role 
in the whole business, lie has been 
able to keep himself behind the sceme 
successfully (except when he wanted 
the limelight onc'e). The man is none 
other than Sanjay Gandhi. The storr 
of how Sanjay oupeo some very senior 
and experienced leaders of the coun¬ 
try is a fantastic one, cspcciatly when 
one considers his reputation. He is 
known more as a hot-headed leader 
of stormtruopers specialising in 
goondaism but what a cool and cal¬ 
culated political game he has played 
in this crisis. 

It all started with Charan iiiiigb 
and Raj Narain's uiicercmontous 
ouster from the Cabinet last year. 
Haj Narain was furious. So was 
Sanjay, though for different rcasom; 
because of the cases against him and 
his mother. Raj Narain and Sanjay 
Gandhi had a common friend. And 
this friend was also in a furious 
mood, fur a third reason. Morarji’s 
prohibition would have ruined his 
business empire. This person was 
Kapil Mohan of Mohan Meakin 
Breweries. It was he who first sug¬ 
gested to both Raj Narain and Sanjay 
Gandhi that they might profit by 
meeting each other in fulfilling their 
common ambition: To bring down 
the wretched Morarji Government. 
Sanjay agreed immediately. Raj 
Narain was no less keen. The first 
meeting between the two took place 
in a car. Kapil Mohan did not con- 
rider it safe to arrange a get-together 
at his Pusa Road mansion. A place 
was fixed on a particular road where 
the cars would stop. Raj Narain tame 
first and waited in his parked car. 
Then arrived Sanjay. Raj Narain 
left his car and got into Sanjay's. 
The first dialogue started. Raj Narain 
talked more, Sanjay less. They did 
not take mudi time to come to the 
conclusion—they should work jointly 
to bring down the Morarji Govern¬ 
ment as .soon as possible. It was also 
agreed that Sanjay would consult his 
mother and Raj Narain bis Ram- 
ebandra, Chaudhury Charan Singh. 
A second meeting in a similar style 
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By Barun Sengupta 

The proof of the pudding is m the- 
eating. The simple fact ithoti Chau- 
dhury Charan'Singh did not give in 
to a single demand made by Mrs 
•Indira Gandhi when subservimee 
could have saved his Prime Mink 
tershsp, is - evidence enough of his 
beliefs. In the end, it was the 
Janata I'arl'y which was showing 
great keenness lo compromise. But 
it is true that over the pasi few 
monUis, Haj Narain, quite indepen¬ 
dently, had been negotiating with 
Mrs Gandhi’s camp on the strategy 
to bring down then- common enemy, 
the Morarji Government. And Mrs 
Gandhi’s side was represented by 
none other than Mr Sanjay Gandhi; 
this, in turn, was proof of how im¬ 
portant Sanjay Gandhi has become 
in the Congress (I). Both Raj Narain 
and Sanjay Gandhi were playing 
their different games, trying simul- 
taneously lo outwit Morarji Desai 
and each other. As the headline 
.says, onl-y half of Sanjay’s battle has 
been wcni: he has removed Morarji 
Desai and f(n-red a midterm, poll. On 
the other, only half of Raj Narain’s 
battle has been won too. The real 
war will be in the coming elections. 
The results of Ihe.w eledrttms wttl 
prove who is the final victor. 


was also fixed. 

At the second meeting Sanjay 
wanted to know from Raj Narain ; 
Would Chaudhury Sahib and he agree 
to come out of the Janata Party with 
their followers ? Raj Narain did nut 
give a direct answer immediately. 
Instead, he posed a counter question: 
Would Mrs. Gandhi agree to accept 
Chaudhury Sahib as the Prime Minis¬ 
ter ? Sanjay also did not give a 
direct answer. He wanted to know 
more from Raj Narain: How many 
MPs would come out with him ? Now 
Raj Narain had a quick reply : 100. 
Sanjay was also quick now; It is 
done, he said. 

But Sanjay had no sanction for this 
from his mother yet. She knew about 
the meetings. She knew what bad 
been discussed. But she did not 
know that Sanjay had committed 
himself to this extent. When Sanjay 
told Mrs. Gandhi about the Prime 
Ministership for Charan Singh she 
did not oppose it, but suggested that 
some senior leaders of her Party 
should also be consulted. So a meet¬ 
ing was arranged. Sanjay reported 
to the Congress (1) leaders what be 
had discussed. Some leaders of the 
Party Siad strong reservations. They 
thought Chaudhury was a more dan¬ 
gerous man than Morarji and once 


in the Prime Minister’s chair it 
might be more difficult to dislodge 
him. Sanjay did not argue at len^h. 
His simple point was: It is a risk, 
but without a risk you cannot break 
the Janata Party, If you could bring 
down the Morarji Government, it 
would not be impossible to bring 
down the Charan Singh Government 
also, he argued. The mother indica¬ 
ted she wanted Sanjay to go ahead. 
And all agreed. Calculations were 
made — how many MPs could be 
gathered, and from which Party. 
Raj Narain claimed a solid 100 MPs 
were with him and the Chaudhury. 
Sanjay hoped that the AIADMK, 
Akali Dal and Muslim League would 
not be difficult to bring into the 
fold. Sanjay made a firm commit¬ 
ment now. If the Chaudhury comes 
out with 100 Janata MPs he would 
be the next Prime Minister. Raj 
Narain was delighted. 

But the Chaudhupi was not in a 
mood to resign. Sanjay started press¬ 
ing Raj Narain. More meetings were 
arranged. Raj Narain was now more 
aggressive. He did not mind coming 
upto the gate of Mrs Gandhi’s house 
to pick up Sanjay. Yet the would-be 
Prime Minister was not obliging 
them. Rather, he was indicating 
publicly that he would like to go 
back to the Morarji Ministry. Raj 
Narain was apologetic. He once said 
that It was an astrologer who was 
standing in the way of the Chau¬ 
dhury leaving the Janata, and he 
was advising Chaudhury not to re¬ 
sign now. Sanjay’s friend Kamal 
Nath went to sec the astrologer. And 
found this to be true. Kama! Nath 
tried his best to win over the astro¬ 
loger, but he failed miserably. Raj 
Narain was now furious with his 
Ramchandra. He started abusing 
Chaudhury during his meetings with 
Sanjay. 

Vi^en the Chaudhury finally went 
back to the Morarji Cabinet, Raj 
Narain lost heart completely. But 
Sanjay did not. He told Raj Narain 
not to surrender and start attaddng 
the Japata Government and the'RSS 
more openly. Raj Narain agreed. He 
went on attadcing the Janata Gov¬ 
ernment right and left. He lashed 
out at the Janata leaders and Minis¬ 
ters. He campaigned against the RSS 
and the Jana Sangh. And all through 
Sanjay kept encouraging him % 
telling him about the great impact 
he was making. He also told Raj 
Narain that he had no doubt that 
Chaudhury Sahib would also have 
to come out very soon. 

Bat there was no sign from the 
Chaudbura, even when the Janata 
Par^ took action against Raj Narain 
the Chaudhury’s pnblic reaction was 
not very sharp. Raj Narain was sad. 
Sanjay consoled him and asked him 









to force the pace, perhaps by leavin*' 
the Janata. Sanjay, meanwhile, hart 
established contacts with Devi Lai al¬ 
so. Devi Lai was upset too. He had 
also iQSt his Chief Ministership. And 
he had no doubt it had all been 
manipulated by Morarji and Chandra- 
Shekhar. Devi Lai was also trying to 
force action. So was Karpoori Thakur, 
for the same reasons. They all start¬ 
ed mounting pressure on the Chau- 
dhury. And then ultimately came the 
resignations. Before taking the final 
step Raj Narain kept Sanjay inform¬ 
ed at every stage, Sanjay was sure 
the Cbaudhury would ultimately be 
forced to leave along with the others. 

Then it actually happened. But 
it would be incorrect to say that 
everything had been arranged by 
Sanjay. The conditions were already 
building up for a revolt in the 
Janata. Madhu Limaye, the CPI and 
“progressive” Congress leaders had 
also been working along the same 
lines for some time. As soon as Raj 
Narain’s resignation game started 
they also pooled all their resources 
together to bring down Morarji's 
Government. The entire Janata 
house .started aacking, and quickly. 
Morarji had no other alternative 
but to submit his Government’s re¬ 
signation. 

But even then the Chaudhury was 
not leadv to take the final step, ife 
wanted firm cominitnients from the 
Congress (I) and Congress leadership 
about 'the Prime Mini.stership before 
quitting the Janata Parly. These 
commitment.s came quickly. Md<lhu 
Limave brought the assurance, front 
the Leftists. Then the Chaudhury 
took the final step. Baj Narain 
had been maintaining daily contact 
with Sanfay throughout this stage to 
ensure Congressfl) support; .some¬ 
times over the telephone, .sometimes 
by meeting Itim personally. And after 
this wtiat happened is well known. 
Only a few details have still not 
been disclosed. For example, the 
Chaudhury's "formal” telephone call 
to Mrs Gandhi seeking her Party’s 
support, or, after the CrtB(I)’s deci¬ 
sion to support the Chaudhury, his 
call to Mrs Gandhi offering a cold 
thank .you. Or, San jay’s friend 
Kamal Nath’s meeting with the 
Chaudhury just before the CPIB(I) 
meeting. Coming trom Chaudhury's 
house, he whispered something into 
Mr.s Gandhi’s ears. She smiled—a 
smile of satisfaction, but at a subse¬ 
quent meetidg the Chaudhury firmly 
and decisively told Kamal Nath that 
he would not compromise on a single 
point to get Mrs Gandhi's support 




HEN the Charan Singh 
Government was formed 
Congress (1) leaders were 
.furious. 'The inclusion of 
rKaran Singh and T.A. Pai, 
hurt them. And they did not al.so 
expeot Chavan to get the Deputy 
Prime Ministership. Above all, Charan 
Singh’s personal attitude hurt them 
the most They were stunned by the 
‘audacity’. Charan Singh refused to 
come to Willingdon Crescent to 
thank ‘madam’. Sanjay talked to 
Raj Narain, who put the entire blame 
on the Chaudhury. He pleaded help- 



lessne.s.s. He .said the Chaudhury was 
listening to the pro Russian elements 
now, and he was unable to do any¬ 
thing. Of course, most probably, Raj 
Narain had now begun playing his 
own game ag.iiiisl Sanjay and the 
Congrc,ss(l). But Sanjay was not 
very angiy- H«- commented to some 
of his friends that the Chaudhury 
was making his eventual task easier. 

Sanjay and his mother had plann¬ 
ed earlier that they would bring 
down the Charan Singh Government 
at the earliest opportum'ty and force 
a midterm poll. They wanted to en¬ 
sure two things before that; One, 
public humiliation of the Cliaudliuiv 
through a publii surrender by him 
to Mrs Gandhi and two. they wanted 
to block all the possibilities of lag- 
jivan Ram forming an alternative 
Government. 

But the public surrender was not 
forthcoming. The Chaudhury was 
firm. He was advised by the Madhu 
Bahuguna-Chandrajil Yadav combi 
nation not to show any weakness. 
They were sure, Indira Gandhi had 
no other option but to support the 
Chaudhury's Government. They fur¬ 
ther said that if he showed any 
weakness publicly, he would lose the 
Leftists’ support. 'The Chaudhurv 
accepted their advice. He remained 
firm. Till August 19 the Madhu- 
Bahuguna-Cbandrajit Yadav group 
was telling the Chaudhury to remain 
firm and «vas hoping that Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi would surrender. But Raj Narain 
and Biju were not that sure. Raj 
Narain contacted Sanjay and asked 
for help. Sanjay replied, what about 


your promises? Raj Narain wanted a 
meeting. Sanjay agreed. A meeting 
was arranged at Mohan’s house. Raj 
Narain again asked For help. Sanjay 
was furious. He shouted: “You pro¬ 
mised so much, but did nothing. You 
are a liar". Raj Narain was first 
taken aback, then he said: “Had it 
been anybody else I would have 
beaten him. I never said we will do 
this or that. All through I had been 
telling you, we will tir'- Both tried 
to assert their points. Sanjay hinted 
that nothing short of public surren¬ 
der would do. Raj Narain qould not 
promise anything. He repeated time 
and again : “If Chaudhury Sahib 
does not listen to me, what can t 
do”. The Madhu-Bahuguna-Chandra- 
jit group were still maintaining that it 
was all Mrs Gandhi’s bluff. 

Mrs Gandhi and her son had made 
other arrangements also. Through 
MGR they had arranged AIADMK's 
support for Charan Singh. This was 
necessary to stop Jagjivan Ram. To 
be doubly sure, they insisted on the 
AIADMK joining the Charan Singh 
Ministry. In this respect also, MGR 
obliged them. Contact with Babuji 
had also been established. He was as¬ 
sured that the Congressfl) would 
vote against Charan Singh. It was al¬ 
so hinted that the Party might sup¬ 
port Babuii. Jagjivan Ram was de¬ 
lighted. Late at night on August, 19, 
Charan Singh and his advisers realised 
that Mrs Gandhi would not support 
them. They decided to submit their 
resignation and advise the dissolution 
of the Lok Sabha. Sanjay’s great 
gamble to break the Janata Party, 
bring down two successive Govern¬ 
ments and force, a midterm poll 
had succeeded, but not the plan to 
humiliate the Chaudhury pubUdy. 
There he failed. 

Now it was Babuji’s turn. Sanjay 
planned to create a rift between 
Bubiiji and the Jana Sangh and to 
break the remaining Janata Party if 
possible. He sent feelcr.s to Jagjivan 
Rani. Yes, Babuji was very keen to 
meet Sani.iy. On the night of August 
20 he went to see Sanjay at Kamal 
Nath’s hou.se with his son Suresh 
Ram. Saniav suggested that on cer¬ 
tain conditions the Congress(I) could 
support Babuji. Babuji .said that he. 
would talk to his friends and let 
Sanjay know. .Another meeting was 
fixed for the next morning at 
D. N. Tiwari’s hou.se. Babuji met 
Saniav again, and said that Chandra- 
.shekhar was not agreeing to the con¬ 
ditions. Babuji suggested that if. he 
excluded the Jana Sanghis from *the 
Cabinet, would that do? Sanjay was 
firm; that only would not be enough. 
Babuji then said that he was help¬ 
less. His Party would not agree to 
further concessions. Again Sanjay 
had failed. He could not create a rift 
between Babuji and the Jana Sangh 
But his main gamble, had succc'eded. 
The Janata Party had been broken, 
and a midteini pull had been forced. 
But will he and his mother succeed 
ultimately? Will Mrs Gandhi be able 
to form a Government by the end of 
1979? The answer to these questions 
will be the next important milestone 
in current Indian political history. ■ 
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Murdered truth 

Who killed student leader 
P. S. Randhawa ? 


Il^lLE the Chief Minister of 
Vw Punjab, Mr Prakash Singh Badal, 
and some other senior Akali leaders 
were in New Delhi playing their role 
in the political drama which saw the 
removal of Morarji Desai as Prime 
Minister, his one-time jailmate, young 
and dynamic Punjab Students' Union 
(PSU) leader, Prithipal Singh Ran 
dhawa, was kidnapped and shot dead 
after he bad been tortured near 
Punjab’s biggest industrial city. 
Ludhiana. 

The drama began on July 18 at 
about 9-30 p.m. when two persons on 
a sc«mter went to a clinic in the 
Jawahar Nagar area near the main 
bus stand in Ludhiana. One of them 
complained of a stomach ache. The 
clinic belongs to Prithipal Singh 
Randhawa’s father-in-law, Dr. Bhagat 
Singh. Since Dr. Bhagat Singh was 
not there at the time, his brother-in- 
‘fw-.Dr. Surjit Singh, talked to the 

patient” while the person accompany¬ 
ing him and Randhawa sat in the 
chine sipping milk. Meanwhile, three 
more persons entered the clinic and 
pounced upon Randhawa. threw him 
Into a waiting Ambassador car and 
sped away firing shots in th' air to 
scare the people. 

Immediately after this kidnapping 
inadent Raridhawa's relatives and 
friends went to the polite to lodge a 
report: the police recorded the report 
on a plain paper only at 3 a.m. and 
mat loo after much persua>iun. The 
body of Randhawa was found by the 
villagers of Jhande with a number 
of slab wounds on it. The villagers. 
In fact, had seen the body around 
11 p. ni. on July 18, while returning 
from a movie at the military cinema. 
"The body was lying on a link road 
between Badowal and Jhande villages, 
about 13 k.m. from Ludhiana. 

During the scuflle in the clinic, a 
letter had fallen out of the pocket 
of one of th«' strangers who was there. 
The letter was written by the Dean, 
College ol Agriculture, of Punjab 
Agriculture University, to Beant 
Singh, a .student of B.Sc (Agricul¬ 
ture) of the college, advising him to 
approach the district authorities for 
his .safety. The letter was reported 
to have been written in the first week 
of June and was a reply to a com¬ 
munication addressed by Beant to the 
Dean in which he had said that ad¬ 
equate measures to protect his life 
should be taken as he apprehended 
come trouble. 

fn January 1979, Beant had been 
severely beaten up while he was 


returning to his tiostcl room in Punjab 
Agriculture Univer.sity. Si.v students, 
including a PSU leader, Ja.spal Singh 
Jassi, were arrested in that connec¬ 
tion. Beant had earlier allegedly at 
tacked Jaspal Singh. Subsequently, 
a pistol was recovered from Beam’s 
room. Though a case was registered 
against Beant. no action other than 
expelling him from the hostel was 
taken against him. 

Perhaps, with this background in 
mind, the police oflirial.s of the State 
put out their own version of the 
niurder my.stcry. According to them 
it was the result of rivalry between 
two student groups of Punjab Agri 
culture Univer.sity, one owing allegi¬ 
ance to the PSU and the other to the 
main accused Beant. The police 
claimed to have arrested three per¬ 
sons and recovered the car said to 
have been used lor llie murder (taxi 
number PNY H37). altliougli it did 
not bear any numbei-plate at the 
lime of recovery from one of the 
arrested persont The SSP of 
Ludhiana, H .S. Bliullar, told news¬ 
men that Randhawa was tortured be¬ 
fore death near Narangwal bridge. 
Later his body wa.-> thrown on the 
road linking Jhande and Badowal 
villages. He said that the police had 
not shown any laxity in the case and 
the other absconding persons had 
been declared proclaimed oflciiders. 


Prizes were also announced for their 
arrest. In case they did not appear 
within a month their property would 
be attached, he said. 

The claim.s of the police have not 
been able to cut much ice and people 
seem to believe what the PSU leamr« 
•hip have been saying. Such a hein¬ 
ous crime could not have been com¬ 
mitted without political support and 
that the murder was the result of a 
well-planned conspiracy with the con- 
ntvance of Akali leaders, police 
authorities and anti-social elements. 
It is also being alleged that tte 
Punjab Agriculture Minister, two 
Akali legislators and a senior Akali 
leader of Ludhiana, who is alleged 
to be the king of opium smugglers, 
are protecting Beant. He got adnnsr 
«on to the university with their sup 
port and could avoid arre.st despite 
the recovery of a pi.stol from his 
ho.stel room The Punjab Congress 
General Secretarv. Nirmal Singh, has 
also alleged that certain senior Akali' 
lcader,s were indirectly involved in 
the a-ime. 

The 27-year-old popular student 
leader. Randhawa. thus met his end. 
In 1972. he bei'ame general secretary 
of the Punjab Student.s’ Union (found¬ 
ed in 1965) in the wake of the 
students' agitation which (pread all 
over the State after some people 
were killed in a police firing at Moga 
that year. During a decade of its 
existence, the PSU was in the fore¬ 
front of the 1974 railwaymen’s .strike 
and the recent police revolt in Punjab. 
The P.SU. along with the Naujawan 
Bharat Sabha bad worked for “re 
vnlutionarv unity” during the 1974-75 
JP movement educating the people 
so that they were not misled by the 
political Parties. During the Emer- 
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gency 36 PSU members were detain¬ 
ed. Randharva was one of them and 
was released only after the Mardi 
1977 general election wa.s announced. 
All of them had refused to take 
Emergency peitsions from the Punjab 
Government. The PSU has been 
fighting constantly against “goonda- 
Ism”, “the tyranny of feudal Akall 
communal politics" and for democra¬ 
tic rights. In fact, Randhawa had 
taken a vow to work for the Assoda- 
tion for Democratic Rights in Punjab. 
He is survived by his wife Kuldeep 
Kaur. a lecturer in a college, and a 
one-year-old daughter. 

This is not the first murder of a 
student leader or for that matter of 
a political activist in Punjab. An 
active worker of the PSU, Jagtar, 
faced a murderous as.sault in 1968. 
Some months ago another member. 
Mohinder Singh Jogi. was attacked 
in Rhatinda allegedly by the suppor¬ 
ters of Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindran- 
wale. Further about 80 Naxalites 
have been killed in Punjab during the 
last 10 years. The Punjab O'vil 
Rights Committee investigated eight 
su^ cases under the chairmanship 
of Justice V. M. Tarkuiide. The con¬ 
clusion was that all these were cold¬ 
blooded murders committed under 
the garb of “killed in encounters with 
the police”. The persons murdered 
in this manner included 80-year-old 
veteran revolutionary. Baba Boojha 
Singh, and 35-year-old CPI(M-L) 
leader, Daya Singh. 

However, it is Randhawa’s murder 
which has provoked indignation and 
condemnation on such a large scale. 
Kh(i<m lid hadla khoon (Rloud for 
blood) posters appeared on the walls 


Mass rallies, meetings, and demons¬ 
trations have been organised not only 
in Punjab but in some other States 
too. About 600 students demonstra¬ 
ted in front of the SDM’s office at 
Barnala. Furniture in the SDM’s 
office was burnt and some buses be¬ 
longing to the Punjab Roadways and 
Pepsu Roadways were damaged. At 
several places traffic was dislocated. 
The police resorted to latbi-charge at 
places even when the demonstrations 
were peaceful. They have arrested 
a few hundred students and members 
of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. The 
Punjab Armed Police has been de¬ 
ployed to deal with any situation 
arising out of the students’ agitation 
to demand the arrest and prosecu¬ 
tion of the real culprits involved in 
the murder. On July 30, a day of 
mourning was observed all over the 
State on the occasion of Bhog cere¬ 
mony oi Randhawa. Student leaders 
addressing about 3,000 students at 
Dasuya (Randhawa’s home) warned 
the State Government ot serious con¬ 
sequences "it its policy of repres.sing 
the students (who are demanding the 
arrest of the murderers) continues." 

Several hundred students and young 
people have gone underground. A 
recent poster circulated by the PSU 
has alleged that the police have de¬ 
ployed a special squad to arrest the 
underground students who thev feel 
arc in Moga. It also savs that the 
police are organising goondas, mur¬ 
derers and licen.sed gim-hoUlers to 
attack the students in the name of 
"peace committees” in Bhalinda and 
other places. 

MRITYUBODH. Chandigarh 


The Old Lady and 
the law 


It ’s caught up with her 

''|'''lir. slate of altdir.s at the Jhnvs 
(>/' J/idiii atl'oi li<>n>itelj.v called 
‘The old lady of Uori Bunder’, is 
getting murkier. The 141-year-old 
Jmicn had been on .strike since June 
11 and lockout sinev August 6. Now 
two contempt cases and several leng¬ 
thy petitions, later some shocking 
facts about the attitude of the tup 
brass of Bennct Coleman and Com¬ 
pany, publishers of the Xinies of 
India, have tn-en brought to light. 
Justice Pendse of Bombay High 
Court, in a recent judgment on a 
petition filed by Mr R. J. Mehta of 
the Mumbai Mazduur Sabha alleging 
collusion between the management 
and the official union led by Mr S. Y. 
Kolhatkar in arranging the strike 
and lockout, said. “The employer in 
the present case has not taken any 
action whatsoever against the few 
Striking employees before giving 
notice of lockout and in these cir¬ 
cumstances. the allegation of collu¬ 


sion cannot be. said to be without 
foundation. Because of inaction on 
the nart of the emplo.vor, in my judg¬ 
ment, the allegation of the peti¬ 
tioners requires investigation and it 
would not be proper to make the 
complaint redundant bv refusing in¬ 
terim relief.” 

Justice Pendse further observed; 
"As only a small section of emplo¬ 
yees are on illegal strike while the 
majority is willing to work, in my 
judgment, the use of weapon of lock¬ 
out by employer, without adopting 
proceedings against striking em¬ 
ployees is not just and proper. I am 
conscious of the finding that ma.jo- 
rity of employees in three key sec¬ 
tions are on strike and that has re¬ 
sulted into paralysing of industry 
but the offer of remaining employees 
to successfully run the three depart 
meats deserves consideration...This 
attitude of the employer reflects un- 
awareness of the modern prindples 
governing the relations of master 
and servant. In the changing milieu, 
it cannot be overlooked that indus¬ 
try is run not only for the benefit of 




employer and employees but for an 
unseen and uncarcd for third force, 
represented by society at large. That 
requires that an employer must take 
reasonable .steps to enable smooth 
running of industry and only after 
the failure to achieve that goal, the 
last fatal step of lockout should be 
resorted.” This judgment has given 
a tremendous boost to the stand of 
Mr R. J. Mehta who claims majority 
support of the Times af India em¬ 
ployees, but whose union is unrecog¬ 
nised. Of the 3,000 workers of the 
limes oniy 575 arc on strike. 

The strike started after two wor¬ 
kers of Mr Kolhatkar's union were 
suspended for beating up a worker 
from Mr R. J. Mehta's union. To bols¬ 
ter the position of the suspended 
workers, Kolhatkar later added a de¬ 
mand of interim relief. The manage¬ 
ment did nut accede to this and ins¬ 
tead of taking action against the 
striking employees provided for un¬ 
der the Unfair Labour Practices Ad. 
the management issued a lockout 
notice on June 25, 1979 to be made 
effective from July 6, “because of 
illegal strike commenced by 575 em¬ 
ployees from June 11 for their de¬ 
mand of interim ri.se in wages of 
Rs 150”. 

The Mumbai Mazdoor Sabha filed 
a complaint on June 28 before the 
indu.strial court under the provisions 
of section 28, claiming that the lock¬ 
out had been proposed by the cm- 
ploycr in collusion with Kolhatkai 
and the action taken by the manage¬ 
ment was entiiely uncalled for as a 
majority of workers were willing and 
in fact working in the establishment. 
The industrial court, realising that 
the whole action arose cut of an act 
by Kolhatkar's union, .said that he 
should be a party to the comphint 
against the lockout but Kolhatka. re¬ 
fused. The industrial court therefore 
held that sinw the workers are 
"adamant" and as “their action has 


paralysed the whole working and 
their strike being illegal, the mana¬ 
gement was entitled to effect the 
iock-oqt.” It is this order of the 
industrial court that was chal¬ 
lenged by Mr R. J. Mehta and 
which brought forth the comments 
from Justice Pendse about the mana¬ 
gement of Rennet Coleman and 
Company. 

Thc-72.day strike at the Times of 
India has made legal history of 
sorts. The strike was opposed dog¬ 
gedly not by the management but 
by the unrecognised union of Mr 
R. J. Mehta who spent nearly Rs 
5U,000 on litigation. But it was 
worth it, he. said ; "This is the first 
industrial confrontation where it 
was proved that the employers in 
the country normally back stooge 
unions. .So far no judgment in any 
court in the country has hauled up 
a company for aligning with a mino¬ 
rity union to thwart the progress of 
the majority union. In this process 
not only the industry suffered heavi¬ 
ly but the company will lose face 
when it is directed to pay full wages 
to the workers owing allegiance to 
our union. It was also the first 
time that a contempt application 
was filed in the High Court of Bom¬ 
bay by a trade union against a 
director or company for breach of 
High Court order”. 

Hi.s union, the Mumbai Madoor 
Subha, is likely to get official rcrtig- 
nition in early Septemlivr following 
ihe rejection of the obiections raised 
by Mr S. Y. Kolhatkar of the Times 
of India Employees’ Union by Jus¬ 
tice TH'shpande of the Industrial 
Court. This will end the 25-ycai- 
hold of Marxist leader Kolhatkai 
over a union that gave him nll- 
India .stature in the new.spapei 
world. 

OLGA TtLLIS. lioiuh^y 


Mizo rebels strike 

These deaths won't be the last 


D eath lurkcd in the bushes on 
August 7 this year. That was 
the day rebel gunmen of the outlaw¬ 
ed Mizo National Front killed seven 
nun-Mizos and injured two others on 
ihc northern approach to Bilkhawth- 
hr, a sicepy village with 200 Mizo 
huts on stills. Even though security 
and intulligencv. agencies are tight- 
lipped about details oi the roadside 
ambush, the raid can pieced toge¬ 
ther through interviews with survi¬ 
vors and friendly officials. On that 
fa cful day seven Mizos and 11 non- 
Mizos were travelling towards Aizawl 
in a truck bearing the number plates 
A.Sl' 6229. t^ear Bilkhawthlir the 
driver, 36-year-old Amiruddin, saw 
about 25 li^zos clad in olive-green 
uniforms and armed mostly with 
Sten guns, signalling him to stop. As 
the truck screeched to a halt, a 



Captured MNF rebels in Aizawl 


startled Amiruddin found the truck 
surrounded by armed rebels who de¬ 
manded that the non-Mizos in the 
truck hand over all their cash and 
valuables. After depriving them of 
Rs. 70, the rebels decided to slaughter 
their victims. Cunshots echoed round 
the hills and seven of the non-Mizos, 
including a woman and her five-year- 
old daughter, died in one of the most 
heinous killings in the MNF annals. 
Two others among the non-Mizos 
suffered gunshot wounds, while the 
assailants retreated through the 
forested interior to their hideout, 
forcibly taking with them all the 
Seven Mizo passengers who had 
shared the truck. 

But what of the two remaining 
nnn-Mizo passengers ? Aizawl Is 
silent about this disturbing question. 
Jalil All, 36. a trader at AizawFs 
Burrabazar. who was one of the two 
injured, told me that they had 
managed to slip under a tarpaulin in 
the truck and had sneaked out after 
the killings. The bodies lay in a pool 
of blo<Kl till a CRPF truck arrived 
on the scene. After a fruitless bout 
of bring into the empty jungle, the 
CRl’l- jawans removed the two injur¬ 
ed people to Silebar Medical Hospi¬ 
tal. 14 km. south of the scene of the 
ambush. 

IhLs was by no means the first 
instance of an ambush along the 
Ai/awl-.Silchar Slate highway which 
zigzdg.s its way through the undula¬ 
ting hills and treacherous terrain 
wlieiT even the slightest error by a 
driver can send a vebide plummet¬ 
ing down a 2,900-foot ravine. In the 
•uiiumii of 1967, 16 jawans ol the 
Saur,i.shtra Reserve Police, who were 
I ravelling in a civilian truck, were 
niassacTi^ by rebels in an ambusb 
which took place, cuincideitlaliy, at 
BilKhdwthbr. Then in 1974, former 
Mtzuiani Lt. Governor S. P. Mukher- 
ji had his first encounter ot the 
do.se kind when rebels ambushed his 
Bolls-ltoyce at Zanlawn. He was 
lucky to escape with his life, al¬ 
though two bullets grazed past bis 
left thigh. 

The latest ambush and the^ slay¬ 
ings broke a munlh-long lull in in¬ 
surgency activities and .sent shivers 
of apprehension down ttie spines of 
lop bureaucrats in Aizawl. Though 
the incident took place at 1.40 in the 
atternoon, news only reached police 
headquarters at Aizawl at 3 p.m. as 
it had to be relayed from post to 
post by radio telephone. As the first 
reports were very sketchy, the 
Union Territory’s Chief Secretary, A. 
J. Kundan, was not .sure whether to 
inform the absent Chief Minister, 
Brigadier T. Sailo, who was away In 
Delhi. Four hours after the Chid 
Secretary had received the fust re¬ 
port, a trunk call was booked to 
Mizoram House in the capital. Briga¬ 
dier Sailo received the news non- 
chnianlly, while Mizoram|s diredor 
of public relations and information, 
R. L. Thanzawna, who had acwmpa- 
nied Brigadier Sailo to Delhi was 
told by Kundan to lx> discreet and 
not divulge anything to the Press. 

The keenness on the part of the 
administration to keep a veil of 
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secrecy over the killings and the 
rushing ot the bodies to Silchar, 74 
kin. away, instead of the subdivi- 
sional town of Kolosib, just 23 km. 
away, led to a great deal of specula- 
iun. Some people at Bilkhawthlir 
seemed to suspect a frarae-up, say¬ 
ing that the CRPb’ had turned trig¬ 
ger-happy and were the real perpe- 
ralors of the killings. Says Mizo¬ 
ram IGP, 47-year-old Ved P. Marwah, 
who served a stint at Calcutta’s 
Lalbazar, “this is all bunkum. AH 
investigations have put the blame on 
tiic MNF. Even an MNF private 
was nabbed in this connection.’’ The 
'torv pointing to the CRPF as the 
\illnin of the piece .spread on the 
grapi'vincs so fast that Aizawl’s dis- 
tric,. magistrate Ashoke Nath had to 
Kvsue a stern warning to the rumour- 
mongcis. 

The killing of innocent civilians 
has led many in Mizoram to believe 
that MNF insurrection has degenera¬ 
ted into gangsteri.sm. Mizoram’s 
(^hief Minister, Brigadier T Sailo, 
said in anger “The work of these 
mi.sguided fellows is worse than that 
Ilf the Chambal Valley dacoits.’’ Ob 
M'rver.s of the insurgency, however, 
read more into thrs revolutionary 
terrorism and find a method in the 
MNF's madness. Kevoluiionary ter¬ 
rorism in Mizoram has its disruptive 
and coercive aspects. Disruptive 
terrorism is meant to advertise ‘he 
movement, through" sniping and kid- 
11 . pping for inslanro, to build up its 
prestige and morale, and provoke llie 
■luthorities into retaliating harshly. 
Ml that the population would be 
an agonised. This would force in¬ 
creasing expenditure on arms and re¬ 
sult m public protest^ against roun 
li'iactioii by the Government Coer- 
fue terrorism, on the other iiand, is 
aimed at denioraiising the dvUian 
|). pulation by orgies of killings, 
iiiKlennining its eonfidoiice in the 
(..oniral authoriiie.s, and instilling 
tear of the revolutionary movcnienl. 

There ls another interesting angle 
to Mi/oram’s guerrilla war. It is said 
;ii(> vvar is the result of a clash ot 
.'gos between two tatiier figures of 
the Mizos, Brigadiei' Sailo and Lal- 
denga. The mastermind behind the 
MNF iiicvement, Laldcnga, has set 
the Chid MinLstership of Mizoram 
as the price tor hi.s acceptance ol tile 
Indian Constitution and subscciuent 
teimmation of hostilities by the 
MNF, as envisaged in the July 197fi 
agreement between the Ccnirc and 
the MNF. But Brigadier Sailo, who 
is equally ambitious, refuses to 
buckle under By instigating hatred 
of the plains people, sabotaging offi 
dal supply routes and spreading 
terror, Laldenga i.s cleverly working 
to remain the main party who must 
be consulted in any attempt at end 
ing the trouble in the Union Terri¬ 
tory, He is, in his way, holding the 
Government to ransom. As one con- 
fidani of liLs put it : “Such SMise- 
les.s killing.s mean the induction of 
the Army which the average Mizo 
regard.s as an occupation force. The 
induction of the Army will create 
dread and uneasiness for the com¬ 
mon Mizo. Laldenga wants to deftly 


exploit this feeliqg of the Mizos and 
convert it into anti-Sailo and anti- 
Indian attitudes.’’ Interestingly. 
lho.se opposing Sailo have very con¬ 
veniently ganged up with Laldcnga 
and are now using him as an instru 
meni to create problem.s for Sailo. 

Even though Laldenga is now in 
Tihar jail, Mizoram is far from 
peaceful. The picturesquo hill 
station of Aizawl now resembles a 
town under siege. Army patrols are 
a common sight and evening curfew.® 
have become a routine affair. When 
the Lt. Governor, Mr N. P. Malhiii. 
travels in his car, he iv e.scorted bv 
jeeps at both ends mounted with 
machine guns. 

On August 9, for the first time in 
many years. MNF rebels carried 
their terrorism across the borders ol 
their home State into neighbouring 
Tnpura. They used machine ^ns in 
an attack on the police station and 
the market at Amarpur in South 
Tripura, killing one person and injur¬ 


ing another. A second attack was 
made on Turial jail near Aizawl in 
an abortive attempt to free rebel 
prisoners being held there. 

On August 12 the MNF set up an 
"emergency committee” to reorga¬ 
nise its in.surgency activities in order 
to counter the flushing-out opera¬ 
tions carried out by the Army 
against them. But the situation took 
a dramatic turn just two days later 
when 105 MNF rebels surrendered. 
Among them were two prize catr^es 

“Brigadier General” Biakchunga, 
the leader of the anti-Laldcnga fae 
tion of the MNF, along with "Cap¬ 
tain” Lalsanglina Sailo. the eldest 
son of the Mizoram Chief Minister, 
Brigadier Sailo. All those who sur¬ 
rendered swore bv the Constitution 
to live peacefully and participate in 
development work. This was the se¬ 
cond batch to surrender: 100 of the 
rebels laid down arms on August 2. 

SANTANU GHOSH. Sitchar 


BOTTOM CLASS ! 



It’s all fair and above board. At lea.tt it wai for IS year old law student 
Beatrice Rainaut of Nice (center) and her two mates, Veronique Lemesle 
(left) and Helene Giandico (right). Miss Rainaut was nrawned “Miss 
Monokini” of the French Riviera in Beaulieu, France recently while the 
other two were content to be runncM up^ . . 
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In this final extract from Sideshow, WILLIAM SHAWCROSS explains how Kissinger, 
deaf to the voice of reason, enabled the Khmer Rouge to 
win control of the Cambodian people. 


NNOUNCING the 
invasion in an 
emotional broad¬ 
cast, Mixon began 
with the lie that 
he had “saupulously respec¬ 
ted" Cambodian neutrality 
till then. (Kissinger, co 
author of the secret bombing 
described in the last extract, 
repeated this falsehood in 
Press briefings.) 

The law was not relevant. 
Then, and subsequently, 
Nixon justified his action 
in terms of bis responsibi¬ 
lity as Commander in Chief 
to protect American troop.s. 




and he explained his refusal 
to consult (Congress by citing 
Kennedy’s secret moves at 
the time ot the Cuban mis¬ 
sile crisis. Afterwards the 
White House asked th 
Justice Department to pre¬ 
pare a legal justification. 
The task fell to William 
Kehnquist, an assistant at¬ 
torney general, whom Nixon 
later elevated to the Sup¬ 
reme Court. His arguments 
are not impressive. He 
assei^d that the Ckimman- 
der in Chief clause of the 
Constftution was ‘a grant of 
substantive authority' that 
allowed all Presidents 











to send troops ‘into conflict with foreign powers on their 
own initiative.’ In fact, the clause only gave the 
President such powers as the commanding oflicer of the 
armed forces would have had if he were not President. 
Rehnquist suggested that the invasion was only a very 
mild assertion of Presidential prerogative... 

The supreme Communist HQ at which the invasion 
was allegedly aimed was never found. The American 
troops plowed past its supposed site ...and through the 
plantations and villages beyond. Commanders were 
astonished by the lack of opposition as their tanks 
smashed .jagged swathes through the trees and as 
landing zones for helicopters were blasted clear 
Communist troops were hardly to be seen. 

The small town of Snoul became the first of scores 
of Cambodian towns to be destroyed by the war. Until 
the second squadron of the 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment arrived at its outskirts on 3 May, about two 
thousand people had lived Quietly there, tapping rubber 
on the trees around. When the cavalry came under 
fire, their commander. Lieutenant Colonel Grail 
Brookshire, ordered his tank crews to fire their 90-mm 
guns straight into the town and called in airstrikes to 
discourage further resistance. After twenty-four hours 
of bombardment, Brookshire judged Snoul safe for his 
men. and the tanks moved into the centre. Only seven 
bodies could be seen, four 
of them Cambodian civilians. 

A small girl lay near the 
ruins of shops. When Brook¬ 
shire was asked by report¬ 
ers why the town had to be 
destroyed, he replied, “We 
had no choice. Wc had to 
take it. This was a hub of 
North Vietnamese activity.’ 

Once Cambodia became 
a theatre of war, Lon Noi’s 
regime began to crumble. 

Three remedies were pro 
posed in Washington. The 
Defence Department wanted 
to rel.v on Cambodian troops 
to defend Phnom Penh, with 
some help from South Viet¬ 
nam if required. The State 
Department agreed on back¬ 
ing Cambodian defence, but 
— cautiously — advised 
against South Vietnamese 
involvement. Kissinger, and 
the White House, chose a 
policy which declared Phnom 
Penh vital to US interests, 
to be defended by US air- 
power. 

There were fewer controls 
and restraints on 
targeting in Cambodia than in Vietnam. The South 
Vietnaine.se Air Force considered Cambodia an open 
field, and although most American pilots were, as a rule, 
more careful, several have testified that almost anything 
in Cambodia constituted a legitimate target. The 
original MENU strikes on the border sanctuaries ended, 
still a .secret, in May. By now, MENU was a recognised 
procedure, not merely a geographic area. ‘I would like 
to retain the MENU cover,’ Defence Secretary Melvin 
Laird wrote. One of his aides subs(;quently explained 
that the MENU procedures required the military to a.sk 
Laird’s approval for specific attacks and thus placed 
some control on the bombing. At the same time, 
however, it meant that the falsification of Cambodian 
bombing reports was now accepted as normal. 

The main area of the new, extended bombing was 
known as Freedom Deal. Originally a box of 
Northeastern Cambodia between the border and the 
Mekong, it was gradually pushed southward and 
westward into more heavily populated areas as the 
fighting spread. Bombing outside Freedom Deal wa.s 
reported as being inside, and bombing in populated 
areas inside as being in wild, uninhabited placc.s. The 
misreporting meant that there was very little follow-up, 
or ‘bomb damage assessment’, after missions. In Saigon, 


little or nothing was known about the location and 
shifts of Cambodian villages, particularly in Khmer 
Rouge areas. At the same time, the battle zones of 
Cambodia were even more inaccessible to the Press than 
those of Vietnam. Carelessness and callousness were 
easier to practise and tolerate. 

In 1973, when the Paris Peace Agreement prevented 
American bombing of first Vietnam and then Laos, the 
entire Seventh Air Force was' switched back to Cambodia. 
All of this had more to do with political and organisa¬ 
tional requirements in Washington and South Vietnam 
than with the military needs of the Lon Nol government. 
Until August 1973, when Congress brought the bombing 
to an end. hundreds of thousands of bombs dropped 
by the American, South Vietnamese and Cambodian Air 
Forces on to Cambodia fell unreported and uncontrolled 
on areas occupied first by the North Vietnamese and 
then by the Khmer Rouge. 

It could be argued that this use of air power 
constitutes a prima-facle case of breach of international 
law. Articles 6 (b) of the Charter of the International 
Military Tribunal following World War 11 defend 'war 
crimes’ as : ‘Violations of the laws or customs of war. 
Such violations shall include, but not be limited to, 
murder, ill treatment or deportation to .slave labour for 
anv other purpose of civilian population of or in occupied 


territoiv, murder or ill treatment of prisoners of war or 
ixjrsons on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of 
public or private property, wanton destruction of cities, 
town or villages, or devastation not lustifiod by military 
necessity 

I HE WHITE HOUSE ignored its agreemeht 
with Congress that the intensity of the 
bombing during the last forty-five days not 
be increased. In June. 5,064 tactical sorties 

_I were flown over Cambodia; in July this was 

raised to 5,818; and in the first half of August, 3,072 
raids were flown. In those forty-five days, the tactical 
bombing increased by 21 per cent. The B-52 bombing 
also increased though those planes were already almost 
fully rommilled. By 15 August when the last American 
planes dropped their cargoes, the total tannage dropped 
since Operation Breakfast was 539,129. Almost half of 
these bombs. 257,465 tons, had fallen in the last six 
months. (During the Second World War 160,000 tom 
were dropped on Japan). On Air Force maps of 
Cambodia thousands of square miles of deii.sely popula¬ 
ted, fertile areas are marked black from the inundation. 

The immediate and the lasting effects of that 
massive, concentrated bombardment will probably never 
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accurate^ be kaown. The Air Force does not under¬ 
value its contribution. The history of the activity of 
B-52s in the 43rd Strategic Wing, based in Guam, 
summarises those months ; 

The enemy succeeded in partially isolating the 
Cambodian capital from the main lines of communica¬ 
tions ... Some foreign observers were virtually convinced 
that the fall of Phnom Penh was expected to occur 
within a matter of days. Steady pounding by Arclight 
crews perhaps saved the day for Cambodia ... ferocious 
B-S2 bombing rained upon the enemy and kept the 
insurgents from amassing reinfofcentents and staging 
resupply activities ... (Then) the in.surgents after 
achieving sizeabte gains near the Cambodian capital, 
were beginning to disperse in mass numbers as Arc- 
light, strikes continually flushed them out. 

General John Vogt, the Seventh Air Force 
Commander, also speaks with pride today of 1973. The 
bombing, he says, saved Phnom Penh by killing about 
16,000 of the enemy. It is important to consider the 
implications of this figure, even if, as is probable, it is 
exaggerated. About 75 of the IQimcr Bouge’s 175 
battalions were put into the battle for Phnom Penh, and 
each battalion numbered some 340 men. This meant a 
force of about 25,500 attacking the capital. If most of 
Vogt’s casualties were where the bombing was heavie.st. 
on the city's approaches, then the Khmer Rouge would 
have lost well over half of its assault force. Even if one 


cannot sustain losses of more than 10 per cent without 
suffering often irreversible psychological damage. 

That summer’s war provides a lasting image of 
peasant boys and girls, clad in black, moving slowly 
through the mud, half-crazed with terror, as fighter 
bombers tore down at them by<da.v, and night after 
night whole seas of 750-pound bombs smashed all 
around. Week after week they edged forward, forever 
digging in, forever clamhering slippery roadbanks to 
assault government outposts, forever losing comrades 
and going on in thinner ranks through a landscape that 
would have seemed lunar bad it not been under water. 
They pushed toward the enemy’s capital, urged on by 
their commanders, a small group of hardened zealous 
men who had lived up to ten years in the isolation of the 
iungles, whose only experience of alliance was betrayal, 
whose only knowledge of war was ma.ssivc retaliation. 

For those men, 1973 confirmed a historic conviction 
Hut survival, let alone victory, could be guaranteed 
only by absolute independence and an astonishing fixity 
ol purpose. They faced an enemy who at least appear¬ 
ed to have enormous support from his sponsor, while 
iliev themselves could not trust even their own leader, 
let alone their friends. Their attack upon Phnom Penh 
was a madness born of desperate isolation, which bred 
a dicadful hatred of their enemy and a contempt for 




Cambodian Gowemment sottlirr lakes up position beside tho bodt^ of his dead comrade 


llie .(tlitudes of the outside woiid. But lor the bombing 
and Ihcir shortages of niunitiuns they might have won 
the war that summer. 

As it was, the indiiference of their allies and the as.s- 
ault upon them by the supporters of their enemy 
stamped out thousands upon thousands of them, and 
the survivors had neither the men nor the firepower 
for a final assault upon the capital when, after 15 
August l!)73, the rains reinherited the skies. 

EVEN days after Congress ended 
the bombing of Cambodia in August 1973, 
Richard Nixon nominated lleniy Kissinger 
as his Secretary of State. His confirmation 

s—- 1 — was a foregone conclusion; it was greeted 

with widespread and uncritical acclaim by politicians 
and journalists alike. A.s Secretary, Kissinger might 
have been expected to devote a little more attention to 
Cambodia. He did not do so. 

For fourteen months after the bombing ended in 
AugoJ"' 1973, Kissingci made no efiort to end the war 
in r.aff.bodia. A State Department summary of negoliat' 
ing efforts, produced in March 1975 in an effort to per¬ 
suade f.ongress to increase military aid, stated that ; a 
number of major efforts toward negotiation were made 
in 1973, elforts which were thwarted by the forced bom¬ 
bing halt in Augu.st of that year. In October, 1974, we 
broached the idea of an international conference on 

Cambodia.We received no substantive amswer to 

these overtures.” 

The period of the war which followed is, in some ».*n- 
ses. the most depressing of all. The military and social 
decay of the country continued, witliout optimism in 
Plinoni Penh and without concern in Washington. The 
fundamental military problems of incompetence and 
corruption were growing more serious. Thousands upon 
thousands of real soldiers were unpaid; thousands more 
were mci’c phantoms on rolls so that olficers could poc¬ 
ket their pay. There was no proper command structure; 
the US Embassy, on Kissinger’s direct orders, tolerated 
l.on Nol’s insistence on running almost all battles from 
his palace, even though he was known to be totally in¬ 
effective. The End of Tour reports of the US Generals 
in charge of delivering supplies to the Cambodians 
(obtained under the Freedom of Information Act) make 
depressing reading. 

There wer* by now few volunteers to the falling flag. 
The Governir'int had passed a Conscription Act. Cinema 
queues were a favourite hunting ground; army ’.rucks 
would rush up in the eveniug and drag, young customers 


.iwny at gunpoint. Army life beg.in as it ended — in 
Miiialor. The boys were packed oil for inadequate train¬ 
ing General Cleland’s account of the .system and how 
the problems were met is of some interest. "The new 
troops ta(x?d primitive living conditions, lackadaisical 
cadre at .sonic training centres, and lack of command 
interest.’ A.s more and more recruits deserted, the 

Covernnient, be says, “finally realised.that something 

liad to be done." What was it ? Money previously allo¬ 
cated for training centres was iiicri’ased, barrier mate- 
lial was provided (not to keep the enemy out but to as¬ 
sist in keeping the recruits in). 

)<v now the rioiiomy was in ruins. Inflation ran at 
iboiit 2:>0 |>er cent a year, industrial and agricultural 
pioduction was permanently declining, exports were 
non-existent. 

I'he Government and the population it controlled we.rc 
now on American welfare; about 95 per cent of all in- 
I'oiiie came from the United State.s. One. American eco¬ 
nomist .stationed in the Phnom Penh embassy later com¬ 
plained that the American economic policies were like 
•‘picking Meas off a dog that has cancer”. Those who 
loiild count themselves a part of the. Government’s esta¬ 
blishment I'onliniied to live well. T.on Non, Lon Nol’s 
younger biolhtr, was reported to have rai.sed $90 million 
l>\ arins trafficking and extortion. But for ordinary peo¬ 
ple the more urgent problem now was always food. Eigh- 
iv per cent of the country's pre-war paddy fields had 
been abandoned and the Government’s own figures show¬ 
ed that in 1974 rice production was only 655,000 metric 
tons — as opposed to 3.B million tons in the last year 
before the war. 

The shortfall was not nearly met by imports. Though 
the last eighteen months of the war most people in the 
ci’ies were slowly starving. 

Ilv early 1974 the United Slate,.s Government had pro¬ 
vided humanitarian aid of $2.5 million for Cambodia. It 
can be compared with $516.5 million in military aid and 
$216.6 million in economic aid that had_ flowed from 
Washington since the war began. Until August 1973 
the refii.gees tended to cite American bombing as the 
main reason for flight. Through 1974 they spoke of the 
increa.sing violence of the Khmer Rouge. 

■‘Uiit theie” the Khmer Rouge were reorganising. At 
the end of 1973 the Party finally asserted full control of 
the Front’s military command .sturcture, Poliiral com-, 
mis.sar.s were now assigned to as.sist and instruct officers 
down to company level throughout most of the rauntry. 
.M the same time they were developing into an increas- 
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inKly formidable political organisation. As tbeir rela- 
tktttship with Hanoi became more and more bitter and 
as their growing strength allowed them more and more 
independence, they started to eradicate among the peo< 
pie they controlled the three traditional elements of 
Cambodian life ; respect for the monarchy, attadiment, 
to the village, and devotion to Buddha. In Peking the 
Prince understood the drift of events. In a memorable 
phrase be told the Italian journalist Oriana Falkcd that 
he and the Khmer Rouge hated one another and that 
they would “spit me out like a cherry stone” when they 
had sucked him dry. 

All Khmer Rouge policies, and in particular the relo¬ 
cation of villages, were obviously intended to effect a 
total and dramatic break with the past. It was now that 
the gruesome accounts of rule by terror, which after 
19TS became commonplace, began to filter out of the "li¬ 
berated” zones. Refugees repeated that those who ques¬ 
tioned the orders of the young cadres were led away 
never to reappear. According to a State Department 
study, “Some refugees said that the climate of fear was 
so great that even within the confines of their own home 
a husband and wife did not dare discuss Khmer Rouge 
policies for fear of being overheard.” This information 
— and much more — was available to the State Depart¬ 
ment and the National Security Council. It does not app¬ 
ear to have created any sense of urgency. 


-IHE LAST AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO 

Phnom Penh, John Gunther Dean, arrived a 
year before the end in April 1974. The record 
shows that be was alarmed by the disintegra- 

_ilion ol the Lon Nol side, the misery of the 

refugees and the increasing harshness of the Khmer 
Rouge. Dean understood that any improvements he could 
ettect in the government's irasition could only be margi¬ 
nal. The republic was fighting ior survival^ alone, and 
nothing would change that. He scut a series of cables 
back to the State Department warning that “time is 
against us’’, arguing that “the shiVi must be found a 
port; we cannot abandon it on the high seas". He began 
to talk of the need tor a “controlled solution”, which he 
later defined as “a non-military solution which would 
take account of the realities” while allowing the Cam¬ 
bodians to slop fighting and the Americans to withdraw 
with dignity. 

After Nixon resigned rather than face certain impea 
chment by the Senate in August 1974, Dean visited 
Washington to try to argue personally with Kissinger for 
a "controlled solution” which would deny absolute vic¬ 
tory to the Khmer Rouge — a victory which would, be 
believed, lead to a terrible bloodbath In Cambodia. Once 


ger for his unconcern, saying, “the impression one gets 
is that we are prepared to continue financing this war to 
the last Cambodian”. 

The most substantial attempt to find a negotiated end 
to the war to enable Sihanouk rather than 
the Khmer Rouge to take over the ruins of Cam¬ 
bodia was made not by the Americans but by the French, 
in particular by the French Ambassador to Peking, Eti¬ 
enne Manac’h. Manac’h had, like Chou En-Lai, long been 
an admirer of Prince Sihanouk and thought he was the 
best possible hope for Cambodia. He knew, however, 
that in the face of Kissinger’s continued refusal to meet 
the Prince or to take him seriously, Chinese policy was 
shifting through 1974 to fuller support for the Khmer 
Rouge, Sihanouk's uneasy allies. Neverthless, he thought 
one last attempt was essential. 

With Sihanouk’s approval — so long as the thing was 
done in absolute secret — Manac’h proposed that Presi¬ 
dent Giscard d’Estaing suggest to Nixon’s successor Ge¬ 
rald Ford, at their proposed summit in December 1974, 
a solution. The Americans should ask Lon Nol to leave 
Cambodia. Sihanouk should fly back, rally the population 
and members of the political opposition to Lon Nol, de¬ 
clare a ceasefire and await the arrival of the Khmer 
Rouge. The communists would of course be furious at 
being finessed in such a wav but Manac’h argued they 
would have to accept the fait accompli. 

After discussing the idea with Chinese leaders, Mana 
c’h personally briefed Giscard before the French leader 
flew to meet .Ford on the island of Martinique. Like Si¬ 
hanouk, Manac’h insisted that the plan’s chances depen 
ded on its being kept totally secret, that both Sihanouk 
and the Chinese would have to denounce it should it be- 
> come public 

During the discussions at Martinique Kissinger appa¬ 
rently voiced some interest in the proposal. But it was 
ruined by the official communique. This should have 
made no mention of Cambodia at all. In fact it stated, 
“Regarding Cambodia (the two presidents) expressed 
the hope that the contending parties would enter into 
negotiations in the near future rather than continuing 
the military struggle.’ IThis idea, that Lon Nol and 
Sihanouk should negotiate with the Khmer Rouge, was 
always absurd and it had never been French policy. It 
was, however, American policy and it was Kissinger’s 
staff who drafted the communique. 

A few days later Giscard apologised on French televi¬ 
sion for the words on Cambodia; they did not represent 
his government's views, he .said. In Peking Sihanouk 
i.ssucd a public denunciation of this “inadmissible inter- 




ference" in Cambodia’s affairs and told Manat’ll he could 
no longer support any such attempts. A few days later, 
on 1 January 1975 the Khmer Rouge launched their final 
offensive against Phnom Penh. Now only force would 
prevail, Sihanouk told Manac’b. Stalinist Albania, he 
said, would be the model. 

Kissinger’s principal response to the offensive was to 
ask for huge new supplies of military and economic aid 
from Congress. He said that unless C|ongress provided 
the aid that the administration demanded, there would 
be “the most serious consequences’’ for American credi¬ 
bility. The validity of American commitments around the 
world would be called into question. “I don’t believe we 
can escape the problem by condemning those who have 
dealt with us to a certain destruction’’, Kissinger said. 

The administration now maintained that it sought me¬ 
rely to give Phnom Penh enough ammunition to survive 
until the May rains checked the Khmer Rouge offensive. 
Then perhaps the communists would final^ negotiate. 
What Kissinger was, in fact, trying to do was to pin the 
blame for the failure of the "Nixon Doctrine in its pu¬ 
rest form” on that branch of government that had al¬ 
ways been most sceptical of the venture. When Cambo¬ 
dia fell, as the administration knew it would, the "cata¬ 
strophe” could be laid entirely on Congress, and in the 
resultant furore, the legislature might then accede to 
the executive’s demands over Vietnam. Even at this late 
stage, there were performances to be given in the side¬ 
show. One problem, however, was that by liking Amerl- 
rican “credibility" to a cause that was already lost, 
Kissinger actually helped to manufacture the very crisis 
of confidence that he ostensibly sought to avoid. 

With some difficulty the administration oersuaded a 
group of Congressmen to visit Saigon and Phnom Penh 
where thev were greeted by hostile newspaper editorials. 
Manv of the legislators were genuinely unable to decide 
how best American moral responsibilities for the human 
disaster that Cambodia now constituted should be cxer- 
rised. The dilemma was best summed uo by Represen¬ 
tative Pete McCIoskey, a liberal Republican from Cali¬ 
fornia. who summarised his feelings with some bitter¬ 
ness’ "I can only tell vou mv emotional reaction, getting 

Into that country.If I could have found the military 

or State Department leader who has been the architect 
of this policy, my instinct would be to stfing him up. 
Whv thev are there and what they have done to the 
country is greater evil than we have done to any coun¬ 
try in the world, and wholly without reason, except for 
onr own benefit to fight against the Vietnamese". 

Bv the beginning of February 1975 it was clear that 


because of Congress’s final refusal to go along with 
Kissinger’s policies, the I,on Nol troops would soon run 
out of ammunition. It was now evident to the Khmer 
Rouge leadership that total military victory was within 
the grasp of some 70,000 troops. If Lon Noi’s troops 
continued to fall away as they were now doing, Phnom 
Penh would be in their hands within weeks. According 
to Sihanouk’s chef du cabinet, they had not expected 
this. At the end of February, delegates were summoned 
to the Second National Congress of the Front, under the 
auspices of the Communist Party of Kampuchea. ’They 
considered the implications of imminent success and, in 
particular, the problems of feeding and governing the 
three and a half million people crowded into the enclav¬ 
es on the losing side. In total .sccrecv, they decided that 
as soon as victory was theirs, the cities would immedia¬ 
tely be emptied of their populations. 

As the inevitable end approached the strain of imple¬ 
menting Kissinger’s policies became even more and more 
intense for Embassy officials. In recent weeks the bead 
of AID programme had died at his post. Dean’s deputy 
had had to be given emergency treatment for bleeding 
ulcers, and another official had a heart attack; one mili¬ 
tary attache was drinking heavily. Dean himself was 
suffering from high blood prc.s.surc and the effects of ex¬ 
treme fatigue. In those days Dean was not always very 
diplomatic, and sometimes he made his contempt for 
Kissinger and his policies obvious. On 6 April, he gave 
a dinner for the American journalists who were still in 
Phnom Penh. When one reporter asked him what he ex¬ 
pected to do after Cambodia, Dean looked at him and 
said slowly. “We would hope our efforts to negotiate a 
sensible solution would be rewarded with a suitable 
European embassy.” In reply to a question of whether 
things might have been better had Kissinger accepted 
his advice about a “controlled solution” Dean replied, 
“You said it I didn’t.” 

At the other end of the tabie, his deputy Robert Kee- 
lev was openly even more morose and explicit. Keeley, 
never a man to accept policies and orders without ques¬ 
tion, had jeopardised his career while in Greece by cri¬ 
ticising the Nixon administration’s close support for the 
Colonels. He had become even angrier in Cambodia. 
“One dav”, he said slowly, “Henry Kissinger will write 
hi.s memoirs. And wc will all go out and buy them. And 
there will be a chapter on Cambodia. And 1 will write a 
footnote on every page.” 

On 12 April, the American Embassy fled. Dean invited 
members of the Cambodian Cabinet to flee too. To his 
surprise few accepted. Indeed one of the men who had 
originutly overthrown Sihanouk ip 1970, and who faced 
certain death at Khmer Rouge hands, replied : “Dear 
Excellency and friend. I thank you very sincerely for 
your letter and for your offer to transport me towards 
freedom. I cannot, alas, leave in such a cowardly fashion. 
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As for you and in particular for your great country, I 
never believed fur a moment that you would have this 
sentiment of abandoning a people which has chosen li¬ 
berty. Yon have refused us your pioteetion and we can 
do nothing about it. Yon leave and it is my wish that 
voii and your country will And happiness under the sky 
But mark it well that, if 1 shall die here on the spot and 
in my country that TJove, it is loo bad because we all 
are born and must die one day I have only committed 
this mistake of believing in you, the Ameiicans Please 
accept, rxcellency, ni\ dear friend, my faithful and 
friendly sentiments. Sink Matak”. 

UK BLOW THAT WAS Dl'.ALT TO MORALE 
by the flight ot the Americans can be ima¬ 
gined. Nonetheless, with remarkable courage, 
the army continued to fight, and the Prime 

- - -I Minister tried to devise an ordeily suiicndcr. 

Fie received no response to his overtiiies. On 17 Aoiil 
the first of the Khmer Rouge’s tiny, brutalised army 
reached Phnom Penh. Immediately they began to empty 
the hospitals and th»‘ houses of the cit> by force. Cam¬ 
bodia, they told the startled icfiigees, was beginning 
again at Year Zero. 

Shawcioss makes clear in his final chapter that the 
brutality of the Khmer 
Rouge since their vic¬ 
tory In April 1975 
has been astounding and 
inexcusable. The entire book 
makes clear, however, that 
these were men who should 
never have come to power 
and who, but for Kissinger 
and Nixon’s policies, never 
would. In 1970 tlie Khmer 
Rouge had been a liny force 
—some 2,000 only—with n 
prospect of gaining Govern 
ment. Cambodia was 
peace, a rice exporting coun 
try where 90 per cent of the 
people lived on the land. By 
1975 over half the popula¬ 
tion had fled to the cities 
where they were starving, 
the agricultural system had 
been annihilated by the wai 
the social infrastructure des 
troyed. The country had 
been wrecked, and it was 
then handed over to the only 
military force of any 
strength—the Khmer Rouge 
a callow organisation whirl- 
by contrast svith the 
Vietnamese communists, 

.fos.sesscd almost no political organisation oi 
and had no cxiM-nence of administration. 

The violence with which the Khmer Rouge have since 
governed could not have been predicted, but the ques 
tion which needs to be asked is how and why they came 
to power in such a stale that onlv extreme violence 
seemed plausible to them. In this light it is worth noting 
the termination report drawn up by the US AID team in 
Phnom Penh after they fled in 1975. It reflects to some 
extent the anguish of junior officials foiced to imple¬ 
ment policies they felt were destruclivt. 

The report noted that "Cambodia slipped in less than 
five years from a significant expoit of nee to laigc-scale 
imports, and when these ended in April 1975, to the 
brink of staivation”. Given how the Khmer Rouge actu¬ 
ally behaved, US AID’s conrlusion was lignificant : II 
ever a country needed to beat its swoids into plough¬ 
shares in a race to save ilself from hiii.ger. it is Cam 
bodia. The prospects that it tan or will do so are poor 
. ...Therefore, without large-scale external food and 
equipment assistance there will be widesp-cad starvation 

between now and next Pebiuarv.Slave labour and 

starvation ration for half the nation’s people (probab¬ 
ly heaviest among those who supported the republic) 
will be a cruel necessity for this year, and general de¬ 
privation and suffering will stretch over the next two or 


three years before Cambodia can get back to rice aelf- 
siifficiency. 

That is very nearly how refugees described what 
happened in Cambodia after April 1975. 

All wars are designed to arouse anger, and almost all 
soldiers are taught to hate and to dehumanise tbeir 
enemy. Veterans of the combat zone are often possessed 
ot a mad rage to destroy, and to avenge their fallen 
comrades. It does not always happen, however, that vic¬ 
torious armies have endured such punishntent as was 
inflicted upon the Khmer Rouge. Nor does it always 
happen that such an immature and tiny force cumes to 
power after its country’s social order has been obliterat¬ 
ed. and the nation faces the danger of takeover by a 
loimei ally, its annent enemy. In Cambodia that did 
lake plate. In the last eight years, degree, law, modera¬ 
tion had been fnrswom. The war and the causes for 
which It was fought had brought desolation while nurtur¬ 
ing and then giving power to a little group of zealots 
siisteined by Manichean fear. 

No one could have foreseen the consequences at home 
and abroad of Kissinger’s and Nixon’s decision to over¬ 
ride the American Constitution and wage war in a 
neutral country. But constitutions are devised and laws 


.lie written to protect and guard against human frailty. 
For the highest officers in the land to abuse them is ty¬ 
ranny and encourages tyranny. There were achievements 
duiing the Nixon-Kissinger years. But just as their rela¬ 
tions with each other and with their associates were of¬ 
ten sraricd by falsehoods, so were many of their rela¬ 
tions with the rest of the world. Together they pursued 
ends that frequently had a tenuous link with reality, us¬ 
ing means that were not nierciv disproportionate but 
counterproductive and untrue to those values they were 
meant to defend. In fact neither man demonstrated 
much faith in those values. 

In Cambodia, the imperatives of small and vulnerable 
people were consciously sacrificed to the interests of 
strategic design. Foi this reason alone the design was 
flawed — sariifice the parts and what becomes of the 
whole ? The country was used to practise ill-conceived 
theories and to fortify a notion of American credibility 
that could in fad only be harmed bv surh actions. Nei¬ 
ther the United States nor its friends nor lho.se who are 
caught helplcsslv in its embrace arc well served when 
its leaders act. as Nixon and Kissinger acted, without 
care. Cambodia was not a mistake; it was a crime. 

( oru lufififl 
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Striking an attitude 


A MADRAS seminar on Mass 
Communication in Dcinocra- 
aes confirmed for this columnist 
the profession’s love of striking 
public postures that bear very 
liltlc relailion to private truth. 
Outstanding among these altitudes 
is the pretended belief — preten¬ 
ded bcca^ no Indian journalist 
can in his innermost being really 
have such an inilatcd opinion of 
his own importance — that uews- 
apers rank with (if not a trifle 
igher than) parliament and the 
judidary. Since the exercise was 
sponsor^ by the U.S. Internatio¬ 
nal Cominunicdtion Agency with 
the director of Boston’s Iiwtitute 
for Democratic Communication, 
Dr Beinard Rubin, as stellai per¬ 
former, there was all the more 
reason for doggedly clinging to the 
notion that we should all be seek¬ 
ing the Holy Grail that, so ins¬ 
pir'd Bob Woodwaid and Carl 
Bernstein. 

We had that old warhorse, D. 
R. Mankekar, who really is the 
Vicar of Bray among Indian Press 
operators, telUng us . “Thai 
even m an authoriitarian regime 
a tree Press is indUpensable was 
proved by Mrs Gandhi’s Munder 
in calling for elections and there¬ 
by sutlcnng an unprecedented 
pohtical debacle. If onl; Mrs 
Gandhi had allowed a free Press 
to flourish in Ihe rountry, she 
would have known from sudi a 
Press that she was not the most 
popular person in the country, 
and then would not have held 
any elections” 

Now that must suicly take the 
cake for naive arrogance. We 
are told in all solemnity that poll 
tical leaders such as Mrs Gandhi 
rely on newspapers to form their 
opinions and that they are as 
helpless as babes in the wood if 
somehow denied access to what 
the papers say. And so Mrs 
Gandhi engineered her own de¬ 
feat by cutting off her only pipe¬ 
line to the people 1 
That thesis may be gratifying 
to the Fourth Estate (actually, 
it’s no such thing) amour propre, 
but it tnith were to be told, dic¬ 
tators manipulate the Press to 
bamboozle others, not themselves. 
Had Mr Mankekar done his 
homework, he would have known 
that in November, 1976, Sama- 
char put out a long story based 
on an exhaustive survey carried 
out by “crews of Samachai re¬ 
porters trekking the towns and 
villages in high hills and flat 


plains who look the pulse of 
hundreds, ol men and women 
from the heights of Kashmir to 
the i-oasts ol Kerala, from salu- 
brfous Shillong to sunrbaked 
Bikaner, where they interviewod 
countless people from diflerent 
strata of society in all comers ol 
India”. The conclusion was that 
“the country did not want elec- 
ll'jns and wanted to consolidate 
the gains of the Emergemy’;. 

Obviously Mrs Gandhi did not 
pul too much faith in lhail survey 
for she soon aftervyards ignored 
It to announce elections. At the 
time ol Chikiiiagalur too, the Kp- 
nalaka Press hysterically shrilled 
that she would be trounced. Had 
Mr.s Gandhi listened to that view, 



she would hastily have withdrawn 
instead of continuing the flght 
to glorious victory. 

But the illusion continues. So 
bombastic does it wax that some 
might on iht- rebound prefer the 
late Roy 'I’h'imson’s cynical “As 
for editorial content, that’s the 
stuff you separate the ad.s with”. 
Experience during the Emergency 
even suggests that there might be 
more than a gram of truth in 
Nixon’s bru.sque redpe ; “If wc 
treat the Press with a httle more 
contempt, we’ll probably get bet- 
lei treatment". Introspection, 
humihty, a realistic assessment of 
what IS and what is not possible 
aie sadly lackmg. Dr Rubin, 
though generally supporting the 


heady fouPlh-«TmrOf-th©-govern- 
ment thesis as befits a New Eng¬ 
land intellectual, did put his fin¬ 
ger on the problem when he com¬ 
mented that with our vision fixed 
on something that is 23,000 miles 
up in the sky, we often miss the 
dust on the side of the road. The 
real danger of pursuing pic in the 
skv; ambitions relating ito influ¬ 
encing governments and saving 
democracy is that simple ordinary 
day-to-day reporting is grossly 
neglected. «. 

Everyone discusses the higher 
cause. No one discaisseS the 
challenge of producing a news¬ 
paper with comprehensive and 
revealing stories and enrisp headli¬ 
nes. One suspects, in fact, that 
the powers-that-be encourage this 
folie de ^andeur. It is certainly 
an unwritten pdct in India bet¬ 
ween authority and the Press. 
The latter can pontificate as 
angrily as it likes in ponderous 
leading articles so long as news 
stories read like bland official 
hand-outs. Which, regrettably, is 
the erase with most of our publi¬ 
cations. ’Those that are the mOht 
fearless in voicing critical edito¬ 
rial opinions are the most confor¬ 
mist in their reporting. It’s a curi¬ 
ous, almost conspiratorial, arrange¬ 
ment that saves journalism’s self- 
esteem without oflonding the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

For no administration was ever 
rocked by a thundering leading 
article 'The heroism of the 
Washington Post lay in its repor¬ 
tage, not in its editorial jprofun- 
dities. Dr Rubin was right to 
dismiss the term “investigative 
reporting” as tautological : if a 
piece of reporting is not investi¬ 
gative, he said, it had no business 
being in the paper. Wider appli¬ 
cation of that principle would 
make Ihe Press here more in- 
tercMing and relevairt. Also more 
influential, even powerful But it 
would also bring newspapers into 
collision with the authorities. 

The other bit of superfluity Is, 
of course, the phrase “working 
journalist”. TTiose who may have 
wondered what kind of animal 
that is may benefit from Dr 
Rubin’s instruction to learn what 
kind ^ animal it isn’t “If it’s 
Tuesday”, he announced, “there’s 
a conference in Stockholm, Cairo, 
New York or Geneva.confer¬ 

ences are the greatest indoor 
.sports of the day”. ’Those, like 
Dr Rubin, who attend those con 
claves do not own newspapers, 
they do not write in newspapers, 
but they deride what newspapers 
should be all about. They presum¬ 
ably are the non-working jour- 
nabsts. 
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VARIETY 


Sunday week 


Beginning Saptember 2 

This week the Sun, Mercury, Venus, Jupiter, Saturn and Rahu are conjoined in the same house. Uranus Is in Libra, 
Neptune Is in Kethu and Mars is In Gemini. The Moon will be moving through Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces from 
Sagittarius. 


ARIES (March 21 - 

V V 20) This week you 

must be very careful 
dealings. 
Letters will bring good 
news; you must make it a point to 
send prompt replies. You may be 
called in for an interview which 
may lead to a job in the near future. 
Go in for expansion on the finan¬ 
cial front. A new friendship made 
now may prove to be of immense 
help later on. Do not gamble. Good 
dates: 3, 4, 5 and 7. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 3 and 6. Favourable direction: 
East. 

//‘-'V TAURUS (April 21 — 

EA V mustre- 

' ii' <, main on your guard 

<^'-A -! against evil influences 

• , vvhich may harm your 

career beyond repair. Restrain your 
tongue and act with great discre¬ 
tion. For a short while, you may 
be forced to postpone certain 
domestic obligations. Family matters 
should be carefully dealt with. 
Financial matters should not be 
neglected. Avoid quarrels. Good 

dates: 5, 6 and B. Lucky numbers: 

4 and 7. Favourable directions: 
West and North. 

r 'f GEMINI (May 23 — 

, June 21) Your heart 

in should not rule your 

’' r coming 

' • ' months. Attend to busi¬ 

ness details; at the present Junc¬ 
ture it would be downright foolish 
to mix business with pleasure. You 
Will enjoy a fair measure of suc¬ 
cess if you seek the advice of your 
elders. Your employers must be 
kept in good humour. Depend on 
your own intuition for success. Good 
dates: 3, 4, 5 and 7. Lucky num¬ 
bers: 2 and 7. Favourable direc¬ 
tions: North and North-west. 

r -T CANCER (June 22 — 

July 22) A new friend- 
fade week 
ClT'-V-r will bring in a lot ot 
happiness in the days 
to come. Take pains to please your 
employer and everyone in autho¬ 
rity. Curb erratic tendencies other¬ 
wise your financial front may be 
adversely affected. Your family 

may make a new demand on your 
time and energy. Tone up your 
nerves and make a real effort -to 
check extravagance. Good dates: 
2. 3. 5 and 7. Lucky number : 3 
Favourable direction: South-west. 
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LEO (July 23 — August 
^ Ll 22) Exercise great care 
and restraint In your 
Y dealings with the oppo- 
gUg ggx. If you proceed 
carefully, a fair measure of happi¬ 
ness will be yours. You may enter 
Into a new romantic relationship. 
At the moment you require plenty 
of rest and mental peace. You 
should not lose heart if your efforts 
are not suitably rewarded. Con¬ 
solidate your recent gains and wait 
for belter times. Good dates: 4, 5 
end 7. Lucky nunriiers: 2 and 11. 
Favourable directions: West and 
South. 

/ / , A VIRGO (August 23 — 

V^/', i September 22) This will 

'.' V ' ; prove to bo a very lucky 

' ,)V, week for you. Your 

' * ' health will show re¬ 

markable progress and you will 
enjoy domestic bliss. On the finan¬ 
cial and professional front you will 
make rapid progress. Those in 
authority will prove very helpful 
and encouraging. Friends and 
secret sources will contribute to 
business expansion. You will surely 
make your mark on the social front. 
Good dates: 2, 3, 4 and 6. Lucky 
numbers: 9 and 11. Favourable 
directioni: West and North. 

> ' % LIBRA (September 23 

—October 22) You can 
, ,'”y''realise your plans only 
, IV with the help of influon- 
• - jjgi people; there is no 

reason why you should not take 
their help for your project. Expen¬ 
diture is foreseen. You may have to 
do a fair bit of travelling to further 
your business interests. Women and 
children will contribute to your 
happiness Good dates: 3, 6 and 8 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 5. Favour¬ 
able direction: South. 

SCORPIO (October 23 
— November 21) Use 
' your own hunches and 
Intuition to combat all 
■ business problems. 
However,also seek the advice of 
your seniors. Domestic problems 
need your attention too. Keep an 
eye on extra expenditure. Friends 
will prove helpful to your new ven¬ 
tures, 'Ou will receive letters from 
distant places. Avoid erratic 
changes. Defer romance and court¬ 
ship. Good dates: 2, 3, 6 and 8. 
Lucky numbers: 1 and 3. Favour¬ 
able directions: North and West. 




f witrw SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 

bar 22 — December 
22) Some events beyond 
your control may force 
^ a big change in your 
life. Face the new situation with 
courage and fortitude. Friends 
and relatives may come out to help 
you but you must not depend 
on them. The domestic scene will 
remain restless. The financial front 
will not worry you at all. Do not 
lose heart. Better times will soon 
come. Good dates: 4, 5, 6 and 8. 
Luciqr numbers: 3 and 5. Favour¬ 
able direction: North. 

CAPRICORN (Decern- 
7 ® IrT bar 23 — January 20) 

You will gain in unex- 
I pected ways. On the 

-whole this is a very 

lucky phase for you; success is 
predicted on almost all fronts. You 
may inherit property shortly. Forge 
ahead and do not refrain from tak¬ 
ing small risks. Concentrate on 

business expansion. Elders will 
however prove difficult to please. 
Take good care of your health. 
Good dates: 2, 3, 6 and 7. Lucky 
numbers; 3 and 9. Favourable 
dIrecNons: South and West. 
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AQUARIUS (January 21 
boKi. — February 19) Avoid 

[r fi’ "lii- T- speculation and gambl- 
ing. If you make a 
' ' mistake during this 

week you may have to pay very 
dearly for It in the future. You rela¬ 
tions with close associates must re¬ 
main cordial. Do not make erratic 
changes; new schemes or business 
contracts should be shelved at the 
moment. The domestic front may 
be a source of worry. Good dates: 
3, 4, 6 and 7. Lucky numbers: 1 
and 9. Favourable direction: South. 

PISCES (February 20 — 
20) This will 

, be a week of mixed for- 

tunes. Let caution and 
ui- . v-'t moderation be your 

watchword to success. However, 

you need to watch your finances 
closely. A sudden change of resi¬ 
dence is probable. You may under¬ 
take a journey. Use your initiative 
and energy to realise your ambi¬ 
tions. Good dates: 3, 4. 6 and 7. 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7. Favour¬ 
able direction: East. 
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Ota dal Cotrai (WhNa) to mova 
PoaUon amt Blaelfa JOtfi mova 


TO MY MIND the last ot a great game n not 
so mu(^ how It Is played but whom It is 
played against To beat an opponent con 
siderably weaker than yoursatt with a 
deluge uf spectacular sacrlHoes is credit 
able but almost anybody can win brilliantly 
against poor detemre However sacrificial 
wins against top quality opposition are rare 
because really strong grandmasters pos 
sess such a fine sense of danger that they 
can usually take evasive action iong before 
the storm arrives It is for this reason that I 
consider today s game to be one of the bast 
I have seen in recent years The loser Lajos 
Portisch Is undoubMIy one ot the lop S'v 
players in the world and a serious contei 
der lor the World Championship Itself yet 
he finds himself >wwt aside by a lovely 
sense of sacrifices fbet a pawn then an 
exchange and finally a knight offer to crown 
the attack It is not easy to pinpoint exactly 
where Portisch want wrong but let s torget 
the autopsy and simply an]oy Diaz del Cor 
ral s magnificent attack'.ig play 

White Diez de* Corral (Spain) Black Por 
Hsch (Hungary) Olympiad Buenos Aires 
1S7B Fienm Defence 

1 IS-IU. ^tC3, 2. B-04, P-<M 3 
N--QB3, B-NS, 4 B-«S, P-OB4. S 
P^-am,BaN4.« PaB,0—B2 7 O—NS 
P—B4, Safer than the sharp 7 N-~K? 8 

OxNP n—N1 9 OxRP PxP etc 
• 0-N3. P>P. 9 PaP. N-K2. Now 10 
OxNP Is impoulble because of 10 
0 tw?**- 

10 0-02,0-0.11 B-03.P— 0N3.Soa5 
to trade off hiB bmi bishop Petrosianonce 
won a very fine game (with Black) against 
the Czech grandmaster Hoit in this line 
12. N—K2, B—m, 13 B-SM BxB, 14 
PaBI Depriving EHack of his outpost on 
QBS 

14 . ON—n, 19 B-OS. 0-02, 19 

0—0. KB—B1. too far away from his king 
More normal would be 16 R—B2 but 

Portisch wants this square lor his knight 
17 P—MM. N—N3. 19 P—RSk N—R1 19 
P—IN, P—N3, Black s pta is very plaus 
Ible After N—B2 his kingaide will be 

impregnable and the far advanced KRP 
could well become weak 
20 N—B4I A very fine pawn sacrifice The 
Idea Is that now N—B2 can always be 
met by NxNPI Meanwhile the threat of 
N—R5 looms up 

n. .,NbQP, 21 B—1)2, Ot course not 21 
N—R5? N—K7+ but now the threat Is real 


21 , O—<M2,22. P—OIMt A quiet move 
ruling out any possibility of N N4 
exchanging rdf the powerful bishop and 
leaving Black virtually devoid of construo- 
live moves 

22. ,II-B3.23 O—K3,N—B7,24 RsNI, 

RaR,29.NsltP,N—B2,29 N—0«.lt-B7, 
27 NxPI A painful blow H 27 PxN 
then 28 0-N3-I N—N4 (forced) 29 
OxN+ K—HI TO O—B64 K—N1 31 
B—K7 

27 . NxB, 29 PxNII Brilliant Most 
would choose 28 N x N automatically 

28 . PxN. 29 0-N9-I. K—B1. Hardly 
better is 20 K-R1 30 R—K1 (threat 
B—K7) O—B2 on account of 31 P—071 
and If 31 OxP 32 R—K7 or 31 
Q--B1 32 H—K8I 

30 R—K1. 0-K82, (DIAORAM) Now 
comas a beautifully elegant finish 

31 II-R7I Resigns as after 31 0-N3 

32 0x0 PxO 33 P—R7 White will 
Queen—with matal 

n IS a great pity that no brilliancy prize 
was awarded at the Olympiad This game 
would certainly have won It is far better 
than my game against Browne which won 
the prize at the Olympiad in Nice 1974 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


He s black isn t he? asked my room 
mate 

I don t know He dktn t ask me if I was 
Jewish so I didn t ask him if he was 
black 

Good dialogue typical ot Husbands and 
Other Man I’va Played With by Patricia 
Fox Shalnwold (Allen & ilnwin £3 95) And 
the hand that follows defended in a mixed 
pairs with her daring ind frisky partner is 
typical also 


A 

N 

♦ 

A 


Dealer North Game all 


A A 6 
* 9 8 4 
« A Q 10 
AH 19 5 3 

084J2 M AKf0 97 

AQ5 uu cP72 
74 

0 10 4 ® A?62 


A J 5 

If K J 10 6 t 
4 19 5 2 

A A 8 


Tim bidding is nol given but it might go 
like this 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

FAST 



1A 

No 

1« 

No 

1NT{1) 

No 

2 4(2) 

No 

3B(3) 

No 

4N 

No 

No 

No 

(1) It IS 4 

mattei ol 

style whether Noi 


•hould rebid 1NT ir Two Hearts It your 
•yslem is that the NT lebid whan vulner 
ble sugcjests Ihe values of a weak no- 
trump then It gives the best picture 

(2) South IS hoping for a preferencx to 
hearts 

(3) The North hand now looks good In 
support ot lieart" 

West led 4 7 The Queen lost to the King 
and East return td 4 8 inviting a spade 
switc h later South won in dummy and ran 
the 9 ol hearts loe Henry won with the Ace 
and led a spade Declarer went up with Ihe 
Ace and fall ink the trap finessing again in 
hea Is Now West won gave his partner Ihe 
loac in spades and rutted the diamond 
return 

Neat but not exactly fresh Indeed all the 
hands I looked at might have come from 
Any 8 (her husband s) shipboard laenures 
However there is plenty ol amiable chat 


with ttw famous-Wayne Heltatz Hudaon- 
and with the bridge greata m well with 
Omar apanning both worlds 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



THE new oellnitive sanes baing lasuad In 
the Channel island of Quamaay will inlorsst 
colrvcollectora as well as phllaMIsIs Each 
of the 16 stamps in ths sanes features a 
diftarent exun that has been used in Quam- 
sey sin<» 1830 Until then ths niandars had 
managed with a mixture ot Britlah and 
French roirts and privately Isauad tokana 
The 1830 coinage of doublee - named aflar 
the French double loumols - remained In 
uae with the addition ot sterling cupro¬ 
nickel coins until the introduction of dect- 
mal currency in 1971 Coins of t 2 4 snd 8 
doubles are teatured on the new stompa 
and the ?0p stamp shows the large 25p coin 
issued in 1972 to mark the Oumn s silver 
wadding anniversary 

C W HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 What IS Americas Cup’ 

2 Which s the world s largest 
stadium? 

3 What are Ancient Lights? 

4 Which fiim has the highest 
world gross earnings? 

5 What Is a quadrant a measure 
of? 

6 What is a rational and an irra¬ 
tional number? 

7 Who first used the term Iron 

Cui1a]n?_ __ 

. swC '9 

UDjBW uo vsn uoiinj )B qoeods 
e ui iiiqojniio uoisui/w J|8 I 

(l\ZZ A|0JBUl|XOjddB 9) M9m« 
Id JO 2 JO )00J sjenbs ein «|||) 
pessejdxe os eq touueo leifl euo s| 
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'Z t Z Siequinu e|ouM om) 
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puB| Buiuiofpe jsAO JBUMO-Ajjedojd 
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enBgJd uinipejs Aoqejjs Z 
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jsoui 0 U) euiooeq setj jBqj dns 
jBAiis e uouneduioo joj dn jnd uoj 
pBnbg jqoBA IbAou euj JS81 “I I 
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Our 

Political Obscenities! 


A Probe special feature on the shape Als 
of our politics and our unscrupulous 
amoral politicians * ' * 

The Streets Of Calcutta * q* 

From "Fansi Lane" where the ^ 

hangings took place to "Fancy Lane" 
nowadays Calcutta has many of its and 
streets wrapped in mysteries Probe reve 
presents the characteristics of the 
Calcutta streets 

The Bugged Birds I 

Spreading disease, death and 
destruction these winged creatures 
are an international menace 

A MKWnSY MMMM 9 

PRPBE September 1979' 

Mitni PrakMhan Pvt. Ltd., AllalwlMd<211 003. 


Also 

• The Murder Mile 

• Cold facts about Solar Energy 

• Queen of the Rail Robbers 

• The Rickshaw Romance 

and many other interesting and 
revealing features only in Probe India 
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Stop bad breath... 
fight tooth decay with 
Co^ate Dental Cream 


Brush your teeth w th 
Colgate after every meal 
It protects you just the 
way dentists recommend 
all over the world 

Bacteria grow in food 
particles left between your 
teeth These can cause 
bad odour and later- 
pa nful decay 

So always brush the 
Colgate way r gh* after 
eat ng It s provert most 
effective to freshen your 
Dreath whiten your teeth 
and fight decay 


How Colgate's trusted 
formula works 


QQQQj 



>1o II and decay 
caus gbaitara 
grow n fr od 
oart cles traDdad 
batwee i \ u 
Inpih 

ColQ tf s u que 
act ye t an 
rn>v,ha^ dee o 
ran va langa o a 
mi part n at 
and bacre a 


rm Tha rati It 

Jittrart ua \ 




j attract ve wh ta 
P teoth f fcsh 


broath c^if dpnc*f 
protection aga nst 
decay g— 


For elsanar. fresher breeth 
end whiter teeth more people 
buy Colgete then 
eny other toothpeete 
in the world I 


Onl y a dentist can give you 

better dental care. 


Colfsts Tr asrcf Toothtvushsi i 
They guefoiQoth enmel 
gusrd ega ftM dents pteouesrd ' 
guerd euP» 8 var et es to auh i 
eve yore your tern ly 
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r'ANEARTHOlAKEIS ^ 
A SHAKlNe MOVEMENT 
OF THE EARTH 5 " 

s, SURFACE' 



' THIS IS 
kINP OF 
,INTER£STiN& 


' THEV A^E MOST COMMONLV CAU5EP 
B¥ THE JAR 6IVEN THE EARTHS SURFACE 
lUHEN A fault occurs " 


‘ 5TUi> OF EARTHQUAKES HELPS US TO 
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NATURE 
OF THE EARTH 5 INTERIOR ^ 


'“EVERVONE 5HOULP KNOU) WHAT 
.TO 00 IF AN earthquake OCCURS 



'’'THE SAFEST 
PLACE TD5TANP 
PURINS AN 
EARTHQUAKE 
IS IN A 
) POORWAV' 


^OOp^ 
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A unique book for developing mental 
health and power The book provides a 
proven and tested blend of Yog'c 
theory, asanas and diet plans to m 
crease the power and quality of your 
mental performance 
Dr Smha is the founder-director of 
Institute of Yoga, Patna and Washington 
and IS the author of widely acclaimed 
bestseller YOGIC CURE FOR COMMON 
DISEASES (also m Orient Paperbacks 
Rs 7-) 

AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOK SHOPS h BY V.P.P. 

Write for a FWtE copy of Onenl literarji Review 


ORIINT PAF^liRBACKS 

Mail Order Division 

KASHIVKRf GATE DEI HI 110006 



EVERY VISION 
CALLS FOR ACTION! 

You mey envition yourself m All India No 1 
m IIT Entrance 80 Why not? It can happen 
given the proportionata effort Now taka the 
Fns^ STEP Ask for 

BRILLIAIMT'S 
POSIAL TUITION 
forllT Entrance '80 

Scan tha tarram Glide through the nmple 
stuff theory notes and al that Soon 
•nough you will be up agamat proUems 
taasmg onaa tlie type they try to tnp 
you with You will anjoy tackhng them. 

Than m the and you II face t he toughe st 
assignmsnt daakng with *haQB[£Qt^ 
Open It Rough tarriAi indsad>— It sura 
wiV be tough going Carry on regarcHasa 
Solva the pnckly profalams one after another 
You bagm faelmg high and mighty Complete 
tha fiia You feel you are already up there 
raigiwig Supreme 

Every Ambition has a price to pay a path 
to clear Now taka tha FIRST STEP Ask for 

BRIUIANT'S 
POSTAL TUITION 
for IIT Entrance '80 


ngTOgi WYtanded lor Young Geniu& is a tnoira 
coHectio^g^ jj^SO ^n mWfB ii^ ^ Physica 

12 Mssiiainani MudabStTNagar.MadrasI? Pli-442099 







Freshness you can feel 
FVoof you can see 



Sprinkle charcoal powder on water. 
Pour a drop of Binaca Top solution 
in the centre See how fast 
Binaca Top spreads in ail directions, 
clears the dirt and leaves a pure, 
clear surface behind 


This IS exactly how Binaca 
Top's special dispersing agent 
spreads to every corner of your 
mouth-clears out tooth decaying 
bacteria and prevents bad breath 



TXmL ^/OUTH PROTECTION 


A few drops a day 



keep the germs away! 


Bengal Chemical’s 

LAMP BRAND 

PHENEOL 


• Concentrated disinfectant a few drops (enough 
to turn a bucketful of water white) kill millions of 
germs Masimum results at a minimum expense ' 

e Strong odour repels rorkroaches flies ants 
and similar household pests Also counteis offensive 
smells 1 

• Ideal for use in homps hospitals rlinics publit 
utilities, offires lactones end other industrial 
establishments 

• Available in 450 ml bottle and new presentable 
5 litre tin 


Bengal Chemicars PHENEOL 
the concentrated disinfectant 
that has stood the test of time. 

Bl NCiAl CHEMICAL & PHARMAC tUflCAl WORKS LO 
iManaBcmcnt under Cnvcrnmcnl of India) 


ASP ac 11 ts A 




VARIETY 



this india 



NALBARI. Great resentment has been 
expressed bv people here over the 
declaration ot a new born ba^ as 
dead at the Nalbari Civil Hospital 
Reports added that soon after the birth 
of a female babv. at the maternity 
ward of the hospital, the baby was 
declared dead and the dead body was 
removed tiom the ward. At about 
1-30 p.m (hat is after about nine hours 
of the “death”, a patient of the hospi¬ 
tal saw the babv crying and moving 
her limbs at a place near the urinal 
Immediately the lucky baby who was 
alive was brought and given back to 
her mother. The matter has caused 
great sensation among the people —The 
Assam Tltbune (P. K. Deb Sikdar. 
Gauhati). 

VARANASI; Five local young men, 
having different religious faiths have 
planned to sail all the way from Delhi 
to Calcutta on a self-made boat, the 
“Prerana”. to promote comniutml har¬ 
mony in the country. The self-made 
rowing-cum-sail boat will have placards 
stuck on it bearing slogan^ to promote 
romniunal harmonv. The five mem¬ 
bers of this missionary expedition are 
Ml. Salyanand Bhattacharya, a brah¬ 
min. Mr Kashi Prasad, a scheduled 
caste, Mr. P ,T Bhattacharya, a 
Christian. Mr. Farid Alam. a Muslim 
and Mr. Suhanlal, a caste Hindu— 
Sunday SloBofsrd (Nath Jee Koul. 
Jammu). 


piita ri 30 lor the anlry givan first 


CONDAPUR : The phut-phutting sound 
of a motorcycle in Vandse, a tiny town. 
20 km near here is sure tb bring its 
people to their doors and windows. It 
is not that Vand.se's residents have nut 
seen a motorcycle before. It is Just 
that they do not want to miss a sight 
similar to the one that has shocked 
the town. It all started like this. Five 
medical students Irom Manipal came 
to Vandse to see a friend, also a medi¬ 
co. At a perhaps “spirited” reunion at 
a bungalow near Vandse, one of them 
challenged all comers to ride a motor¬ 
bike around Vandse—in nude, for Rs. 
100. Two of them, it is learnt, took 
up the challenge. Stripped naked, they 
got iin their two-wheelers and sped off 
Into and around the town to the shock 
of Vandse residents. They collected 
- their Rs. 100—Dcccon Herald (T. S. 
Murti, Bangalore). 

GORAKHPUR : A resident of village 
Mirzapur under Khorabar police station 
ot the district is reported to have mar¬ 
ried his own daughter (15) born of 
his keep. It is alleged that some 17 
years ago the man had kidnapped a 
woman and kept her as his mistress. 
The girl was born from this woman. 
When the keep deserted him the man 
developed illicit relations with the girt 
BO that she became pregnant. When 
scandal started going round the vil¬ 
lage the man who is now 50 married 
the girl —Northern India Pc'ri&a (B. 
N. Ganguli. Varanasi). 

LUDHIANA; Nirmal Singh, a con- 
itable was cought red-handed while he 
was attempting to commit a theft in a 
house hear the residence of the Senior 
Superintendent ot Police, The accused 
along with two others was spotted bv 
the owner as he broke into the house 
and was overpowertd. The two others, 
however, managed to escape. Nirmal 
Singh was handed over to the poh'cc 
and a case under Section 448, IPC has 
been registered against him—indun 
Express' (Sanjeev Nai Thani. Chandi¬ 
garh). 


India abroad 


COLOMBO : A woman of Indian oiigtn 
working in Sri Lanka’s tea plantations 
threw her two children into a well and 
Jumped into it herself. All three 
drowned before rescuers could reach 
them, police said. The two children 
were four years and two and a hall 
years of age. The woman had been 
informed by the authorities that she 
would have to leave for India under a 
scheme for repatriation of Indians and 
Ibis might have upset her—'/he Hindu 
NEW DELHI: An India-born snentist 
in the United States claims to have 


developed a test to enable women to 
seek abortion within hours of the first 
missed menstrual period. The test 
said to be the fastest and most accu¬ 
rate in detecting pregnancy, has been 
developed bv Prof Brij Saxena. endo- 
ciinologi.sl and biochemist at Cornell 
University The procedure according 
to a US journal, involves mixing a few 
drops of blood taken from a woman's 
finger with radioactive iodine and 
measuring the level of a hormone 
known to appear early in pregnaTi<:y 
—The Hindustan Times 


without comment 


TORTURE IS torture. An imperiS' 
list beating i.sn’t any different 
from a socialist beating, as far as 
I am concerned — Joan Baez, 
American singer and human rights 
crusader 

WE WILL burn the North Indiaiii 
papers — Devi Lai’s reaction lo| 
criticism of Charan Siiigh in 
section of the UP Press 

I AM atoning tor the sin I com^ 
mitled as a BLD leader bv bring 
ing Ml Charan Singh to Newi 
Delhi while he was in political 
oblivion in Uttai Pradesh. I hope, 
that the people will lorgive me— 
Piloo Mody 

I WILL visit more places than l( 
did in 1977 lo tell the people ahi ® 
out the cironeous and unconstitil' 
tional dissolution oi the Lok Sahh 
— Morarji Desai 

WE ARE heie because you wen 
theie — Placaid carried during ai 
rally piotesting against racism in' 
Britain 

IRAN EXISTED betoie Islam. 1^ „ 
Iran has not become Islamic afteii'-i 
1,400 years, it is too late to start;,| 
Shahpur Uakhliar, Iran’^^ 




now — 
ex-PM 


I GF-T extiemcly impatient with s 
the slow, plodding way of doing 
things — Andrew Young after a 
resigmng as American envoy to 
UN 


humour itt real life 



SIGNBOARD ON an estate agent’! I 
office : “Buy land now it’s not * 
being made .mv more” — A Wa S 
hab, Aligaih ' 

AN ADVI'RTISI WENT on jT 
walrh rep.iirmg shop reads — 
“Come lo us when you don’t have 
the time” - Ashoke Ganguly i 
Rankui.i 


III (i^tr'ieievnefAht Rhiiof* Mftlttr 
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PRECEDENT 



Karpfwn Tttaiaa 

THE Rajput leader of Bibar and 
the president of the Janata Party 
in the State, Mr Satyendra 
Nat am Sinha, is wavering. On 
one side of the political triangle is 
the leader of the backward classes, 

Mr Karpoori Tbakur, and on the 
other is Mrs Gandhi and her Cun 
gress <I) Sinha, who has now 
come to represent the anti-back 
ward class forces, Ls thinking ol 
quitting the Janata Party on the 
issue of dual membership. Which 
side he will join is not yet cleai 
but he IS talking with the leaders 
of both aides Karpoori Thakur, 
who was hostile to Sinha, called 
on the latter and appealed to him 
to join the Janata (S). Sinha bint- 
self has met Mrs Gandhi several 
times in recent week-s and in lact 
the Ram Sundai Das Government 
survived because of hts efforts in 
securing Congress (1) help. 

BUREAUCRATS ARE 
NO^ BETTER_ 

INDIAN bureaucrats have as much 
right as anybody else to run down 
the politicians in their wcll-bpp 
ointed drawing rooms but do they 
really behave as impartial, tearless 
Government servants? Are they 
not as opportunistic as any othei 
class of people in this country? 
Evei since the exit of the Desai 
Government the livil servants 
cspeaallv the semor among them . 
have begun to curry favour with | 
Mrs Gai^hi's followers. 'Iliere is = 
an attempt to build bridges of c 
understanding between some of f 
tbe senior burra sahebs of the q 


Government of India and Mrs 
Gandhi’s Party One instance may 
be desciibed. A key member of 
the Railway Board phoned up Mr 
Kamalapatt Tripathi the other day 
and beggiHl for a darshan of the 
Congievs (I) leader. Mr Tripathi 
did not quite place the caller. The 
member persisted “Sir, I was tbe 
manager of the South Eastern 
Railway when you were the Rail¬ 
way Minister. I have not had an 
onportunity to call on you earlier 
Please can I come and pay niy 
respects to you sir? Any time is 
all right with me.’* 

OLD PHOTOS 
IN NEW BOOKLET 

THE electorate at large can depend 
upon Mr Raj Narain, leader of 
the Janata (S), to provide not only 
some comic rebet but some salaci¬ 
ous and titillating stuff as well 
The stormy petiel oi Indian poli¬ 
tics has submitted to the President 
a small booklet containing saucy 
details oi the alleged sexcapadcs of 
Mr Jagjivan Ram and his son Mr 
Suresh Rani. The Ivioklet will be 
lapped up by everyone who can 
manage to get it and Mr Narain 
wants to distribute it free to tbe 
electorab' for it contains eight 
pages of telltale photographs. The 
Suresb-Sushma pictuies are of 
course old hat. The point of in¬ 
terest will bc> the information on 
Ml Jagjivan Ram. 


Mrs Suresh Kuniur, daughter in 
law to Mr Jagjivan Ram 




'‘resident Reddy 

WILL the Janata Party, angry as 
It IS at the President’s deasion to 
dissolve the Lok Sabha, distribute 
the famous pamphlet against Mr 
Sanjeeva Reddy which was the 
subject of an election petition 
against tbe then victorious Pre¬ 
sident V. V. Giri? The Reddy 
pamphlet makes absorbing read 
mg. While old controversies invol¬ 
ving the President should not be 
unnecessarily raked up for the 
sake of his oflSoe, the nation wiU 
have to take tbe difficult decision 
whether everything involving Mr 
Reddy should not be reexamined 


SE LF-APPOINTED ? 

IN those crucial two days between 
the dissolution of the Lok Sabha 
and the resignation of the Charan 
Singh Government there were 
many callers, mostly partisan, at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan. Newspapers 
in fart had made the President's 
home a regular beat during the re¬ 
cent convulsion at the Centre. But 
what the usually agile and hawk- 
eyed among the reporters missed 
was the meeting that the secretary 
of the Gandhi Peace Foundation, 
Mr Radhaknshna bad with Mr 
Sanjeeva Reddy. The oneUmr 
.secretary to JP took the liberty of 
conveying to the President the 
reported desire of the patron saint 
of tbe Janata Party that Mr Jag¬ 
jivan Ram be called to explore the 
possibility of forming a Govern¬ 
ment Will Mr Radbakrishna tell 
us who authorised him to take JP’s 
message to Mr Sanjeeva Reddy? 

0 E NIZAMUDDIN 







A happy relaxation! 


LINOLEUM 

—the beautiful floor-covering 



Easy* clean 

* Hygienic 

* Fire resistant 

* Economical 

Buy from your nearest 
friendly dealer 

INDIA LINOLEUMS LIMITED 

9/1 R. N. Mukherjee Road 
Calcutta'700 001 
Phone; 22-3495 








Krackjack-?4national weakness^ 
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Uscuit -the sweet ft saliv temnrsiHnn 















An idea 
Fttiat dkks 
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Gifting the Agfa Cwnera is 
another way of saying 
smile please. Agfa Cameras 
are available bom Rs. 75/> 
upwards. There is a camwa 
to suit every pocket. These 
cameras are made to 
international standards, and 
are avaitablefrom over 1300 
AGIL dealers ell over India. 




GIVE A SMILE. GET A SMILE 



Distributors: 
AGFA’GEVAERT 
INDIA LIMITED 
41, Merchant Chambers, 
New Marine Lines 
Bombay-400 020. 

® RMifMr«d Traifo Matk 
Agra-Gavaert AntwMTp/ 
LavafkuMn. 
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Can a short man find 

lasting hafypiness with a thin stripe? 



Yes. say Raymond, and make a few 
other encouraging suggestions. 


Add instantinches witli Uie thin cherks. h^avy padding, floppy by 250 (that's right, 250') 
elegant stripe It slims the trousers Accessories -collarpins, pcrfect-fabric’processes Value 

silhouette wonderfully Cutyoui wa'rhes, rings—should be woven right into the warp and the 

trousers to conceal most of a high modest and subtle. Be very careful weft It weais well through tli elite 

heel. Invest in 79’s suave new look about the fabric of tlie fabric Remember the name, 

— narrower lapels and ties — ancl We arc Raymond's superb Raymond s -- the fabric that gives 
there you are, walking tali' quality is ensured in every metre value This year or next 

Avoid the inch-reducers 
double-breasted jackets, broad 

Suitings 

A Guide to the Well-D^ef^ffyf| 

‘..tbrArf, 

3 
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IMPOREW^ 

OF TOUR attire. 



well groomed _ 

pante.nl_ 









GROW MAN GROW! 

AND UDtES TOO! 

An yra M up with fawng callad 'Shorty'. 'Uttio Mon' or ooou 
‘Hoy yon down tboro't 

Ntw for thi firit tint in Aut. a nmyloto stop by tup iliMirtiM MtkaO ibai 
fhow* yon how to aOd contimotras to your hoighl 
draw 00 nwoh oo t to 16 eaio. la iuat 2 sh> ri waaka. w pay natbla(l 
fratanliog tba NEW HEI6HT mothoO lor growing tollor—wholhar you ra yaaag or 
oM nan or woman No gadgota or ilronuous Morcim no artificial aidi liba 
ataualor iboti no appliancot Now Hoighl ii on all-naw.ieiantilie motbad kaaai 
on an aoclaoioa Swiii principla which raaellvaloi tha whale body 
. Now Haight la r’amarkably alloctiaa in both maa and woman,haaboon /J 
W t proved in thaaaandi of cataa all avar Earapa Now apand la^V 
i . only a faw minutaa aach day following tha atop by-aiap i mf 
V inatnictiona-in 2 abort waaka, maaaara yaor baighi 

youwillfindithaaitteraaaad-parhapalyaamocbaalSfallcanti ^ 

^ matraa And if you do notoblain aatiafactory raaalta. wa II ^ 

\ ralund your nonay .no auaatiana aakad. 





A TORRENT OF TRIBUTES 
FROM NEW HEIGHT USERS 
**/ diifn’l think It teat 
patnhh to gam httgkl Bur 
to my delight, Nm Height 
helped me to keep going 
until I reached tSc tn^' 
SRK 

'‘The Ntee Height coune 
11 eearih its eeeight m geld 
and more' My li/e hat 
thonged ttnee I gained 
11 am in height" 



|SEI\ID THIS 
COUPOW 
TODAY 


Whetbar it bo aociol tuccasa 


love tporlt |obt or plaatura 


the tall man alwaya aaama to 
got tbara lira! So act NOW far 
a now you Tall up rapidly aad 
paimanaatly So Taller NOWI 
win that tha NEW 
COURSE If a BOOK 
OF INSTRUCTIONS an how 
tailor and how to 
rorract the poatura with 
Ip ol certain scien 
laceroaea ITISNOT 
lEOICINFORDRUG 


MAIl ORMR MUI PVT LTO Iwdai deal KM W)lt Mallow hiail IKMbay 400M« 
Tea I ml re ha tell« Reili NEW HEIGHT lei 10 day liar hoffit trial I Ml Mlt tana) 
I any lelaia anrylliiai far lawtdiait rtfaad (Ian ooitao* aiid loroaidino chaiota I 

Plnnoa tlek m aanroprlat* bon 

D Sand by lleainaiad Pant Parcal I ani aaadlna ha M (ylat Rt C p a I by '''iBeaa/r 
IPO/MONa dr 

U Sand by V P P I pranlaa la pay aoiraiaa Rt 44 an dtliatry 


Match your wits with the 'Human Computer' 

shakuntala devi 

pu^es 
puzzle gou 

Shakuntala Devi ig a world famous mathematical 
prodigy who has for years dazzled international 
audiences by her incredible feats of computing, even 
out-computing the latest third generation computers i 
She firmly believes that mathematics can be great 
fun for everybody 

The 150 puzzles included in her book Puzzles to Puzzle 
You are enjoyable exercises in reason intended to 
sharpen your wits pitting you against the human 
computer and providing you hours of 
entertainment 


Available at all 


bookshops £r 


by V PP 




ORIENT 
PAPERBACKS 

KASHiVltHt nATr.DFIHI liaOCG 


safarilite 

BATTERV OPERATED 


\' Pf’ 

\ f 


GSilD 

An unfailing friind in the dark 


AN EMERGENCY LAMP 
lived in case of sudden 
ELECTRICITY FAILURE. 
Camping Gr Travelling, 

Car ft Machinery repair ate. 

REGD PATENT 
DESIGN NO 141367 

► . STURDY a 

^ PORTABLE ' 

■ • LONG RANGE 

H poweiful baam liom 

a uami uaaled laige 
mataltzed raflector 

• SURE GRIP HANDLE 
ihai can al40 wcMk 

^^M a< a STAND wilh lamp 
held at any angle 

• UNBREAKABLE 
Plailic body of 
Robuti conabuclion 

■■ in baautilul coloutt 

• NON CORROSIVE 
MV Ptaatic body avan 

il iba battanaa loak 

• SAFE FOR USE 
in nUnas coMianai 
chamicti ptania 
yalmanaa alc 

a WORKS ON 
3 Md aize calla 
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SCARED OF 

NOT 

MY SAVINGS IN 

PNB’s 

SPECIAL FIXED 
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

WILL TAKE CARE 


OLD AGE ? 

ME! 

Old age is the most difficult period of a 
man's lil^ But it can also be a period of 
contentment and relaxation if one prepares 
for It I have deposited my savings under 
PISIB's Special Fixed Deposit Scheme 
and get monthly interest on it 
You too can avail of this scheme 
Rs 30,000 deposited for 63 months will 
earn you an interest of Rs 223 20 every month 
Deposits accepted for R^» 500 or larger sum^^ in 
multiples of Rs 100 for (Periods ranging from 
12 months to 120 months 







Elegant! Exciting! 

LINOLEUM 

—the beautiful floor-covering 
with "Marble Effect" 

that creates 

the right mood for work 



★ Easy-clean 

★ Hygienic 

★ Fire resistant 

★ Economical 

Buy from your nearest 
friendly dealer 

INDIA LINOLEUMS LIMITED 

9/1 R N Mukherjee Road 
Calcutta-TOO 001 
Phone 22-3495 
















Go first class! 


Solutron Pocket Calculators. A wide 

range. A model for every need. Each 

acknowledged for its performance. 

Competitively priced. 

Take stock of Solutron's advantages. 

• Widest range—from LED to LCD, 
from simple functions to scientific 

• Shock-proof and heat-resistant 
cabinet 

• Double moulded wear-resistant 
keytops 

• Gold plated PC board: better 
conductivity, greater reliability 

• Special *teei spring underlay; 
immediate contact, prevents 
double entry. 

SOLUTRON 

Pocket Calculators 



{flatted, 

Terca 


Bombay • New Delhi • Calcutta • 
Pune • Indore • Vadodara • Kanpur • 
Bangalore • Cochin • Secunderabad 


ULKA.SOL.2/9 
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There is much more to the Hindi film than meets the 
eye Shady deals between producers and stars, 
unscrupulous men waiting to exploit the Innocent 
newcomer dazzled by the glare of the arcllght, and the 
racket between producers, distributors and exhibitors to 
monopolise the business, characterise the film 
underworld 


Father Bede D Costa, 
principal of a Bombay 
school, was recently 
arrested on a charge of 
smuggling in watches 
Father D'Costa and his 
supporters feel that he is 
being framed by vested 
interests inside and outside 
the Press Turn to the 
news section for the 
unusual details of this 
curious case. 


The bargaining that is 
going on among the 
major and not so major 
political Parties for the 
iOk Sabha seats of 

Tamil Nadu is Incredible 
Everyone seems to be 
talking to everyone else, 
and simultaneously 

Perhaps, only the 

Tamilians have realised 
that there is nothing called 
principles in Indian politics 





When India went into The Oval Test, they had been 
written off by spectators, critics and experts, who are 
legion By the end of the penultimate day there was a 
glimmer of hope The next morning the glimmer 
turned Into' a veritable ray. With Sunil Gavaskar at 
the helm, India Just missed — by the agonisingly paltry 
sum of ten runs — levelling the series An exclusive 
report on the action at The Oval plus a profile of 
Gavaskar and thumbnail sketches of the foui new 
faces In the Indlaiv team that will take on Australia 
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Look who's talking 

I N HIS reply to the question “Can 
Chaudhury last?’’ (August 19) 
Mr Chandrashekhar, the Janata 
Party president, reminds bis former 
Partymen that “Shriman Chavan was 
the member... who had supported 
Mrs Gandhi during (he Emergency’’ 
but forgets that it was Babu Jagjivau 
Ram, the present leader of the Janata 
Parly, who had actually proposed the 
Emergency Bill in Parliament. At 
another point, he defends the RSS 
saying that they suffered in jail dur¬ 
ing the Emergency, and are hence 


an inalienable part of the Party ’This 
is pathetic logic. Everyone knows 
about the RSS‘s involvement in the 
maximum number of communal riots 
in the country, and their aim of 
establishing a Hindu Raj by exter¬ 
minating the Muslims (who, in this 
country, number crores, and are the 
second largest Muslim population in 
the world). Why did communal 
riots occur so frequently during the 
Janata rule? The real “janata" 
^ople) of India anxiously await Mr 
Chandrashekhar’s reply, and if he 
fails, they shall vent their anger 
through the ballot. 

Incidentally, even the Naxalities 
had suffered inhuman torture at the 
bloodstained hands of the Indira 
Gandhi regime, not only during the 
Emergency but long before it was 
imposed. What was their sin? All 
the^ wanted was to diange the 
social order. Were they less patriotic 
than the RSS? Why. then, did a 
leader of Mr Chandrashekhar’s 
stature not protest against the mass 
killing of young bovs and girls? 
Recently, the Janata leaders manag¬ 
ed, with the support of the Congress 
(T). to save the Ram Sundar Da.": 
Ministry from defeat in a no-con- 
(idence motion, and also tried to oust 
the Banarst Das >finistry, because it 
had taken some steps against the 
RSS. Mr Chandrashekhar talks a lot 
about democracy; is he himself an 
elected president of his “fully demo¬ 
cratic” Janata Party? 

Amal Kumar Sharma, New Delhi. 

RAJINDER PURI, for all his per, 
suasive power, does not succeed in 


improving the discredited image (rf 
Mr Charan Singh for the aimple 
reason that he is defending a person 
In the wrong. Mr Pori’s positton is 
comparable to-that of a director who 
IS called upon to direct a hopelessly 
mediocre play, a play without a plot, 
structure or action. In the bargain, 
both fail miserably—^the director for 
venturing to handle an essentially 
thirdrate play, and the play because 
of its inherent drawbacks. 

K. S. Shrmvas, Bombay, 

TRUE, Messrs Charan Singh and Raj 
Narain represent the peasant in* 
terests, and their eflPorts in the last 
one year have', in a way, toought the 
peasant community to the limelight. 
But I do not think, as Mr Puri would 
have us believe, what they stand for 
amounts to a cultural revolution. 
Perhaps by ‘cultural revolution’ Mr 
Puri means a peasant-oriented out¬ 
look. A movement in that direction 
can be easily recognised by its 
“thrust” and a conscious, program- 
mised approach to peasant problems. 
Neither the Chaudhury nor Mr 
Narain have any idea of where ex¬ 
actly the peasant community stand. 
And in the present context, with all 
socialist and communist Parties 
claiming to represent the peasant 
class, the Janata (S) is not making 
any unique claim. Even if Mr 
Charan Singh’s plan is to replace the 
mixed economy with a purely agra¬ 
rian economy, I’m afraid he will not 
go very far unles.s we are ready for 
a violent revolution, which surely 
militates against our ethos. 

K. Rodhika, Madras. \ 


Whose mistake ? 

'l’»HE article “Why did the President 
A delay?” (July 29) by Barun Sen- 
gupta was a forewamcr of the 
national blunder committed by the 
President. Had Mr Desai proposed 
the name of an eminent jurist like 
Mr M. C. Chagla for the Presidency, 
he wquid not be cutting a sorry 
figure now. The shrewd politician 
that she is, Mrs Gandhi had, as 
would now appear, taken the right 
decision by forestalling Mr Reddy's 
election to the Presidency during her 
rule. It is time to amend the Con- 
.stitution to prevent any politician 
from becoming the President. 

K. M. Kumar, Bombay. 

THE President was right in ordering 
a midterm poll. From the time Mr 
Desai had resigned to the in¬ 
stallation of Mr Charan Singh as 
PM, the President acted in keeping 
with democratic propriety. It was 
Mrs Gandhi's breach of her promise 
of unconditional support that led to 
■ he fall of Mr Charan Singh’s Gov- 
‘•.nment. He preferred to resign 
. <,ther than submit to the “blackmail” 
he ('ongrets (I). Since the Janats 


Party had earlier been given a chance 
of forming another Government and 
failed, its claim to majority support 
under the leadership of Mr Jagjivan 
Ram, even if true, could be possible 
only with the help of unscrupulous 
defectors and opportunists. Such a 
Government could not passibly be 
stable. The President, therefore, 
left the choice to the people. 
Tasneem R. Rasool, Burla. 

IN SPITE of the fact that Mr Jag¬ 
jivan Ram was the leader of the 
single largest Party in the Lok Sabha, 
the President chose to dissolve the 
Lok Sabha and appoint a kulak and 
defector like himself as the head of 
a caretaker Government, against all 
norms of the Constitution and demo¬ 
cracy. His anti-barijan bias has pre¬ 
vented a harijan from occupying the 
highest position in the Indian re¬ 
public—one of Gandhijl's dreams. 
This is not only subversion of the 
Constitution but a declaration of war 
against a fifth of the country's popu¬ 
lation from the highest oCBce in India, 
as a result of connivance between 
authoritarian forces and the kulak 
lobby. But fortunately, our curse 
has turned into a blessing. There 


would have been no better opportune 
moment for the Janata Party to go 
to the people. 

In the first place, the fact that 
an injustice has been done to the 
Janata is bound to draw the sym¬ 
pathy of the people, who are the real 
sovereign. Second, since the Janata 
Party is fortunately not in power 
now, the people’s fury wiU not be 
directed against it. On the other 
hand, the present rulers cannot stake 
both the successes and the failures 
of the two-and-a-half-year rule in 
which they too had a part. Third, 
the present caretaker (government is 
a Government of defectors and be¬ 
trayers. The people are in general 
unfavourably disposed towards defec¬ 
tion. It IS the CHiaudhury, Raj 
Narain, Bahuguna, Biju and company 
who have betray^ the people who 
had reposed confidence in them, not 
we. Hence, the Janata Party » 
bound to gain the sympathy of the 
people. Last, but not the least, the 
conspiracy of the authoritarian forces 
and kulaks, to prevent a harijan from 
becoming the Prime Minister of India 
is more than clear, and no harijar 
or adivui worth his salt can tolerate 
this injustice to the downtrodden. 





Eveo the minorities vdU be alienated 
by the ruling clique, who are shout¬ 
ing slogans about secularism at the 
top of theii' voice. These are the 
issues before the pecmle of India, and 
I am sure they will respect truth 
justice and democracy, in giving 
their verdict. 

Ramjee Singh, (eae-MP), Bhagaljmr. 

I CANNOT help feeling that every 
step taken by the President after the 


resignation of Mr Morarji Desai, is 
shrouded in mystery. The Ih'e- 
sident’s invitation to Mr Charan 
Singh to form a Government was 
aimed at encouraging unholy alli¬ 
ances and defections as was proved 
later. The right time for the dis¬ 
solution of Parliament was when Mr 
Morarji Desai avoided facing the no- 
confidence motion against his Mi¬ 
nistry, and resigned. 

T. SusUa, Guntur. 


Nobody's fault 

^HIS refers to an article under 
^ ‘News’ which appeared in 
SUNDAY dated August 12, 1979 
titled “USSR sabotaged Bhaskara”. 
While it is unfortunate that the two 
attempts made so' far to switch on 
the TV cameras resulted in certain 
anomalies because of which the 
operation of the TV cameras had to 
be temporarily suspended, it would 
be unjustifiably tendentious to blame 
anyone, particularly the friendly 
country which launched the satellite 
for India, for sudi problems. The 
anomalies and setbacks that some¬ 
times do occur in space ventures are 
well-known. Such technical problems 
have to be faced and overcome 
through experience. There are some 
factual discrepancies in your report 
which need correction to avoid any 
wrong impressions. 

Firstly, it is wrong to state that 
“Bhaskara Project is almost certainly 
a 100% failure”. Also the statement 
that “Bhaskara is numb, powerless— 
it does not seem to respond to any 
signal from the ground stations” is 
far from the truth. The present 
status cf Bhaskara is that all the 
sub-systems on board Bhaskara ex¬ 
cept the TV camera have been 
successfully turned on in orbit. As 
regards the X-ray experiment, it was 
known from the development stage 
itself that the counter may not 
function tor, more than a few weeks 
and as such the performance achiev¬ 
ed so far with the X-ray counter 
cannot be considered unsatisfactory. 

The nature and causes of the 
malfunction of the TV payload are 
still being investigated. For this 
purpose laboratory simulation studies 
on a model of the spacecraft are 
being conducted. The malfunction ot 


the TV payload, as far as known 
until now, appears to have been 
caused by the malfunction of an 
element or component on the spaor- 
a-aft. Otherwise, the Bhaskara ope¬ 
rations. viz., sending commands and 
receiving telemetry data, etc are 
continuing. The data collected from 
bhaskara is being analysed. The 
results so far have provided valuable 
information regarding the technical 
design and performance of many 
systems and provide a most reliable 
basis for future spacecraft ^sterns. 
The data from the microwave radio¬ 
meter is ejected to provide some 
useful information relating to 
meteorology. . 

Our cooperation is space research 
witti the USSR, has been extremely 
cordial and has grown almost from 
the beginning of the Indian Space 
Programme—^with Hydrometeorolo¬ 
gical Services of the USSR and with 
file USSR Academy of Sciences. It 
is grossly unfair to suggest that 
Soviet scientists would do anything 
to harm an Indian project. 

I^or to the launching at the 
USsR cosmodrome, the Indian team 
carried out exhaustive tests on 
Bhaskara before and after the satel 
lite was mated to the rocket. The 
tests were carried out before the 
satellite left for the launching pad 
and finally at the launching pad 
itself with the satellite sitting atop 
the rocket in the final flight con¬ 
figuration. In fart, the final-go-ahead 
for the launching was given by the 
Indian side just an hour befbre the 
launching after the necessary last 
minute checks. Thus the specula¬ 
tions made in the said article regard¬ 
ing sabotage by the USSR are 
absolutely unfounded and indeed 
most inappropriate. 

V. K. Nahr, Public Relatkrfis Officer 
Demrlment of Space, Bangalore 


Pray why ? 

UL JOHNSON in “Why I 
am a Christian” (August 12) 
attempts to explain, as the heading 
suggests, why he is a Christian. The 
simple answer perhaps is that be 
was bom to Christian parents. The 
same logic applies to many of us. 
You have also affirmed that faith 
continues to defy crJitics and sceptics. 
I find this forqi of presentation mis¬ 
leading. A more impropriate head- 
mg, considering what the artide 
eventually dealt vrith, and also in 
the interest of all readers, would per¬ 


haps have been “Why 1 pray”. In 
all faiths—Vedic, Islamic, Buddhist, 
and Jain—^the importance of prayei 
is, not denied. Prof D. R. Ranade In 
his book ConatrUetive Survey of 
Upaaishadie PbMoaophy has emphas¬ 
ised the need for silent prayer for 
the continuity of the soul in some 
form or another after death. We 
need not wait, he says, for the day 
of judgment by God. But it seems 
Mr Johnson beueves something to be 
the divine spirit, but does not per¬ 
ceive it. The artide no doubt trie.s 
to convince that intellect or logic is 
of little use in a "faith perceived”. 
L. M. SttWMdnr, Thane. 



Nine is fine 

R eaders may be amused to find 
that if any numl^r is multiplied 
by nine, and the digits of the result 
added, the total always adds up to 
nine I For example: 1X9 equals 9, 
2X9 equals 18 (1 plus 8 is 8), SX9 
equaU 27 (2 plus 7 is 9), 4X9 equals 
36 (3 plus 6 is 9), 5X9 equals 45 (4 
plus 5 is 9), 6X9 equals 54 (5 plus 
4 is 9). 7 X 9 equals » (6 plus 3 is 9), 
8X9 equals 72 (7 plus 2 is 9), 9X9 
equals 81 (8 plus 1 is 9), 10X9 
equals 90 (9 plus 0 is 9), 11X9 
equals 99 (9 plus 9 is 18 and 1 plus 
8 is 9), 12X8 equals 108 (1 plus 8 
is 9), and so on. 

K. Rajagopalachari, Madras. 


Any week 

S UNDAY is no more Sunday or 
Anyday. It is Anyweek. ^ease 
do something to keep to .schedule. 

K. S. Nagoraj, Bellary. 

JUDGING by the time your magazine 
appears on the stands, why don't 
you call it "Last Sunday”? 

M. V. Rao, Kumool. 

FLIPPING through SUNDAY week 
after week, I have come to the con¬ 
clusion that your magazine is Marxist- 
biased. It is as if your magazine is 
taking the rue from the CPI<M) 
leadership: vou change your stance 
to correspond with the one taken bv 
the Party. 

0. V. Ramona, Tambaram. 


Trained for trouble 

T hanks to you and more to Prof 
Raiendra Singh for his reply 
(“Mr Limaye’.s article is full of vwong 
and halt-wrong facts”, August 12) to. 
Madhu Liniayc’s article about the 
RSS. Mr Singh’.s reply seems to con¬ 
tain correct, half-correct and wi*ong 
facts, and is hence dangerous, Mr 
Singh’s remark that the sway.am 
sevaks neither bother about Mr 
Limaye’s foreign policy nor are tl»ey 
trained for such activities as creiBt- 
ing disturbances is misleading. ’Dhe 
swayamsevdks are trained very well 
for both physical attack as well as 
protection in a very systematU. 
manner. Secondly, not all swayam- 
sevaks get together everyday with¬ 
out fail, necessarily in the evening. 
Instead a large number of them ma'*^ 
be employed at any time in the da. 
for such work Everyone knows the 
erstwhile Jana Sangh is a wing of 
the RSS and every Jana Sanghi, with¬ 
out exception, is loyal to the RSS. 
It is no good trving to mislead 
people with the word “cultural”. 

Mr Singh is trying to fool the 
public by claiming that Ur Subra- 
maniam Swamy is not an authority 
and need not be quoted 
Arvind Kumar Sinha, Ldheria Sorof. 
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I HEN the Kareer Actiiu 
CUsm advertise in the 
evening papers, “Be an 
Amitalm Bachchan” and 
J assure potential entrants 
that within six months they will be 
guaranteed jobs as “hero/beroiue/ 
vtllam/charader artiste" they arc 
voicing the inner dreams of the 
Indian middle and working classes 
Amitabh Bachchan is the great mvth 
of cal' times. With his masculine 
halo of goodness on screen ard the 
seductive tinge of romance and 
scandal in hh image off screen, he 
represents the star exhibit of India’s, 
dream factories, the starry gloss 
covering the filthy quagmire that is 


the Indian commercial film industry. 

With an overall capital investment 
of Rs 7215 crores, a total employ¬ 
ment figure of over two million and 
being taxed by the Government to 
the tune of Rs 1.18 crores (in 
1973-75) Indian cinema represents 
the country’s most indisciplined capi¬ 
tal-intensive industry. It is the 
single major industry that is not re¬ 
cognised as such by the Reserve 
Bank It does not receive finance 
from any respectable financing orga¬ 
nisation. and with a break-even ratio 
of only 25 per cent, it is India’s most 
tenacious and successful black- 
marketeering racket. Even as a 
totally unruly laissez faire system of 


economics finds its own rules and 
systems, the commercial film indus¬ 
try has established a bizarre chain ot 
brokers, middlemen and financial 
sharpers to form a veritable smor¬ 
gasbord of high-rise decadence living 
alongside deprivation and human ex¬ 
ploitation of the worst sort 
With almost eight million people 
(leeing films everv week all over the 
country, it is elitist to critidse them 
for the sort of kaleidoscopic reality 
they nortrav But with every .success¬ 
ful film establishing a formula for 
another half-dozen to immediately 
attempt to cash in; with the era of 
superhits giving way to super-suoer- 
hits consisting of perhaps six actors 


THE FILM 
UNDERWORLD 



There is much more to Hindi 
\ \ films than meets the eye. 
\ 1 ASHISH RAJADHYAKSHA 
/ '* describes what the 

/ audiences never see. 
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drawing six and seven fieure pav 
ments, with the task of the small 
time producer to complete his film 
in less than five rears becoming a 
sheer impnssibihtv, with Its 600 
crores of black money Cat a conser 
vative estimate) floating about in the 
industry their tendency to look at 
reality in the inverted form oueht to 
be a <»use for considerable concern 
The source of the so celled formula 
film is essentially the ridiculous 
finanang system that calls for tht. 
producei having to sell his film even 
before he has made it purely on the 
basis of a one page story a signed 
contract from Amitabh Bachchan and 
a 400-foot “trailer” comprising pre 


ferably one song, one fight scene and 
one tearierker scene 
With the sort of stakes that are 
set on success of some of the 
films made, it is no wonder that 

? iioducers are chary about departing 
com the trodden path by even a 
dot Says Mohan Segal one of the 
most successful producer directors on 
the nrcnit “Todai unless I have 
some really big stars m my films T 
am unable to even pav the rental of 
the nnema theatres People as a 
matter of couise have a tendency of 
convinang themselves that their films 
are powerful and purposeful A film 
cannot be purposeful unless it jolts 
the audience at some stage and 


today a producer who sinks fifty 
lakhs into his film cannot afford to 
lolt the audience at all for fear of 
antagonising them So what we do 
is to put in as many varied elements 
as possible so that everyone will like 
something in the film If not the 
music the comedy or the violencd. 
then the religious sentiments We 
have to get them to come back again 
for our survival — and at anv cost 
The average Hindi film costs Bs 
50 Ukhs The hi "'-budget films like 
those of Yash Choora or the Sinnvs 
would cost anything from Bs 75 
lakhs to a crore and a gigantic wo- 
dnrtton like B B Chonra's Bummg 
Tram might well have him spending 







air«e to four trormi I>v the time lie 1 
is ftnislied. itlnce the aimraRe prodm | 
cer does not have the monev requir- | 
ed he Roes in turn, to the distributor, 5 
who purchases one territory (of a o 
total of six in India) for a sum that 
may range from Rs 12 lakhs to Rs 
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quoted by B. C. SlpoV in a Press 
interview), of which he pays dO per 
cent in instalmente to help the pro¬ 
duction along. "It is at this atoRe 
that the fiv-bv-nlght producer does a 
disappearing act” says Anil Dharkar 
of the Film Finance Corporation. 
"All that they need to do u to get 
two stars to sign for a down payment 
of 25 to 40 per cent of their project¬ 
ed iHidget from the distributor. For 
ten per cent of their price, stars are 
willing to sign on the dotted line. 
This is why less than 30 per cent of 
films startM are ever completed ” 
“Has anyone wondered as to where 
all the excess money comes from if 
less ^au 25 per cent of all films 
made are successful just m getting 
hack what they spend on the produc¬ 
tion?” asks B. K. Karanjia of Scraan. 
“Natural^ from the hoarders, the 
people who hove the excess money 
In the first place,” Reportedly, the 


Sotra Bonu 



.A 




bigger the producer, the more does 
he demand accountable money from 
the distributor. The excess money 
comes almost exclusively from the 
non-film financiers, who for various 
reasons get into film production be¬ 
cause by putting say, Rs 10 lakhs 
into a project and declaring it a dead 
loSs they have converted that sum 
into.white money, which can be re¬ 
covered from the producer when he 
makes his next hit There are many 
such instances of millionaires from 
different occupations coming to cine¬ 
ma to convert their hidden wealth. 

-[OR instance, Shyam K 

C., a lawyer and appa¬ 
rently Ram Jethmalani’s 
right-hand man and also 

_Jthe possessor of a large 

firm exporting to Dubai, sudden¬ 
ly dpoeared in the films business 
with Bhonwor. It was a big film 
which flopped at the box office, and 
___ he was reported as having 
llinil lost “several lakhs” ovqr it He 
WHI is how- ever back in business 
I mP with another. atill tugger 
venture. There is another 
instance in the man L P. 
Ali who made Nayo Dm 
Nayi Rant and is making 
another film called Inspector 
Daku Aur Woh under the 
• banner of Jammu Films. 

' Mr All who owns a truck 
j ing empire, also has the 

A distinction of having gone 

\ behind bars duripg the 

, Emergency for his smugg- 
I ling activities. 


It is largely as a result of such 
people pouring their wealth into 
films that the budgeting of a film 
has skyrocketed to such an extent. 
Producer Ved Khanna who has 
made Inaaon starring Vinod Khanna, 
Jeetendra and Reena R(V, is appa¬ 
rently planning an even bigger film 
to launch bis brother Mukesa Khan¬ 
na as a hero ^ ^ . 

It is, this jugglery with funds piat 
CTcates the Ipimense disparity exist¬ 
ing between the men at the t^ “n® 
the tedmidans and “junior arcutu 
as the extras are euphemistically 
known. "If the producer is 

not well-known — or more impor¬ 
tant — if be is not operating under 
a famous banner, be does not get 
more than a quarter of the film’a 
sale proceeds id white from the 
distributor," says S. Haribaran, the 
first to have started a film coopera¬ 
tive in Bombay. This cooperative 
has already made the widely-acdaim- 
ed Arvand Desai hi Ajeeb Dastaan. 
“In the event, the producer utilises 
two major alternatives. The first is 
to go to his deal financiers, who are 
'prolessiooal converters of black 
money. For 10 per cent of the sum. 
they are willing to sign a certificate 
for any amount saying that the pro¬ 
ducer got it from them. Ihe second 
is the more cruel. They go to the 
technicians, the extras, the people 
who are casual employees and pay 
them only a quarter of what the^r ask 
them to sign for. Now no tedinician 
is going to be bothered h? the 
Income Tax people, and he is willing 
to accept Rs 25 for signing foe Rs 
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100. He has to if be wants to stay 
on the job.” 

It is ultimately tbe extra who gives 
the outsider his first real glimpse 
into the rutblessness of the conuner- 
aal industry. Exhilnting rigid hier¬ 
archies, the organisation of extras is 
divided into three categories : tbe 
casual (meaning those who appear 
only in mob scenes), the A Grade 
who get slightly more exposure, and 
finally the Super Grade who might 
get a line in tne film or a shot all to 
themselves and, the ultimate wind¬ 
fall, their name in the oedits. The 
massive sediment of the lower group, 
the untouchables of the cinema in¬ 
dustry, often exist in unbelievable 
deprivation They can be seen mil^ 
ing around any studio, the men 
wearing tight jeans and slicked-down 
hair, the women with brightly- 
painted lips and rouged cheeks, all 
waiting for fortune to descend in the 
form of a director woo might sud¬ 
denly spot their potential from tbe 
crowds and elevate them to the 
heights of stardom. They are 
Incapable of average work, having 
been bitten by the film>bug far too 
dTOply to realise their actual poten¬ 
tials in the outside world. And they 
are exploited, ruthlessly and com¬ 
pletely. Says B. K. Karanjia, “If 
mere is one cause really worth 
fighting for, it is the plight of the 
lowly workers, the women in parti¬ 
cular. We have been campaigning 
to get the Information and Broad¬ 
casting Ministry to regulate the em^ 
ployment of these extras and no less 
than five Ministers have promised to 


do so on the floor of the House onlv 
to do nothing about it” 

IJRAIYA is a vivacious 
young woman, who goes 
every afternoon to the 
Junior Artistes’ Assoda- 

_tion (Female) at Mahim. 

It is merely an oflice where produ¬ 
cers can contact these extras, and 
it holds no responsibility for the 
many months of unemployment they 
have to suffer. She says, “Now 
that 1 am young f get many offers, 
and there is potential in films to 
make money. It is bad for girls I 
know, but if you are careful you 
aren’^ bothered. But if you want to 
rise in films you have to be ruth¬ 
less ” What does she mean by 
ruthless ? “You cannot get a chance 
of being a heroine unless you... 
give certain favours to the produ¬ 
cers. There is no heroine who has 
not somewhere compromised with 
the people who have given her her 
first chance,” she replies. 

I act naive. What sort of compro¬ 
mises? “Well..." she blushes, “there 
are many people in films who 
think they are heroes off-screen. 
They make passes, they promise you 
big things, they invite you to their 
houses. You can get the message, 
and unless you have a godfather m 
the industry there is no other way 
you can reach tbe top.” Has she 
ever bad ambitions of reaching tbe 
top? "At first I hoped to become 
a heroine. Who doesn’t? But now I 
can see clearly that I cannot rise 
because I am unwilling to make 
compromises. I have a family to 


^ look after.” Would sbe permit 
them to enter films? “No I” with 
z unexpected vehemence, “there was 
'S this production assistant who wan- 
" ted my ten-year-old daughter to do 
the star role in some forthcoming 
venture from his studio, but I sot 
only said no but sent mv daughter 
to some friends in Poona. Sbe 
won’t join films. I want her to do 
something worthwhile.” 

Ashokbnai is a huge man called 
‘fightmaster’ in the Hindi dnnna. I 
met in the stuntmen’s organisarinn. 
What .stunts does he know? “Fight, 
ing, falling and kung fu,” he tells 
me. How much does be earn ? 
"Depends,” he replies. Who earns 
the most in the organisation 7 He 
opens up at that. "Tbe best money 
in stunts is iL you can become n 
motorcyclist with your own motor¬ 
cycle. They pay tbe best for that 
My job is mainly to duplicate the 
villain in the fight scene.” Not the 
hero ? “I don’t look like a hero." 
Is there any danger in stunts? 
"‘There is very great dangei. 
Last week I had a scene where 
1 bad to hang from a helicopter as 
it took off. I got paid Rs 2S0 for 
that. But what if I had fallen? I 
would have been lucky if the unit 
had faired an ambulance to take me 
to the hospital.” Wasn’t there an 
accident in the film BombaVt 405 
Mdes? "Arre saab, there are daily 
accidents. Many stuntmen have died • 
in the past few years but their death 
is kept a secret What does one 
do?” Fight for better wages. “It 
cannot be done” 

He refused to tell me the names 
of the men who had died. “What 
is the use now, thev are. dead,” he 
said. But when pursued on the 
subject of him having a bad accident, 
he displayed the innate filminess in 
every person in film.s that I met, 
“What is the world worth without a 
few dangers, little risk?" Everyday 
hundreds of people come to the 
magic city hoping to carve out a 
place for themselves in tbe film 
business. They dream about Rajesh 
Khanna, fantasise about Rekha and 
Hema Malini and gradually they 
adopt tbe grandiose values that the 
film culture propagates. The hold¬ 
ing force of the film industry, is 
oc inci<tio'’c abilitv to dazzle the 
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poMtttM entrant tvitli tta brilliance. 
Gautam Is a young man wbo 
baa been in flun>acUng for the 
Ian two years and very obvious¬ 
ly hds bis Bights high. When 1 went 
to meet Mohan Segal, Gautam was 
there, a splendidly masculine figure 
writh pis deep voice and hair on his 
chest iVhen 1 started asking him 

S uestiuns he was unable to even un- 
eratand what I was getting at, until 
I asked hint what films he was act¬ 
ing in. He rattled off half a dozen 
names; in one film he was the 
romantic hero, in another be had a 
Boper scene where he finally dies of 
cancer. (He wanted to die his own 
death, Gautam tells me rather my¬ 
steriously.) Is it difficult to make it 
to the top? “You have to have an 
image that you can sell to the 
public,'* be says and adds, “I have 


yet to twfld an image.” What sort 
of image would he like to build? 
“Romantic hero," he says, none too 
originally. 

with so many thousands of people 
attempting to get to the top, vmat is 
it that ultimately makes a star? 
What is that star quality that sets 
the star aside from the rest? Rekha's 
is one of the biggest success stories 
in the last five years and I ask 
Mohan Segal, the man who veritably 
discovered her from some obscure 
south Indian film to give her a role 
in Sawan Bhadon, what he saw in 
her originally. 

“A star has to have a personality 
that he can really proiert. Many 
people think that good-looking people 
ran easily become stars. Rekha had 
Uiat candidness that appealed to me. 
I met her for two hours In my 


house and 1 juat saw that she bad 
what it takaa. the aggrasaivencBi 
about her was what 1 liked. She 
told me that «he was lo fat. and abe 
was so dark, and I padflad her and 
told her that we would take care of 
all that during makp up.” Any big 
hit can make a star; the Rajararee 
people have been throwing up big 
stars every year. Isn't It more diffi¬ 
cult to remain a star, having become 
one? “For some reason a star be¬ 
comes an extension of the personality 
of the fan, she is able to express 
some hidden facet of his inarticula- 
tion. Once a person becomes a star 
he or she has a big responsibility to 
bis fans, not to let them down in any 
way. There is no magic formula for 
a star to remain one, if that’s vdiat 
you are asking me. It is bard work 
and requires a very shrewd business 
sense,” says Segal. 

The film umustry is caught finan- 
dally in a vldous drde from which 
it is unable to extricate itseli on its 
own. With a Government swallow- 
mg up some 40 to 50 per cent of all 
income earned at the gates, the film 
has to run at full capadty to make 
any money at all At full capac^ 
the takings at Metro are Rs M.OOO 
per week of which the rental alone 
IS Bs 32,000. In Maratha Mandir the 
rental is actually greater than the 
maximum earnings, which is ridicul¬ 
ous. It is this, impossibility of 
one man shouldenng the toad, that 
compels him to sell his film before 
he has made it, by using the only 
hnancial asset he can pre-value it 
with the distributor: the star names. 
The star system is vital today be¬ 
cause there is no other guarantee of 
success for the filmmaker. 

“It is finally the Government that 
has to take the full blame for the 
state of ttie film industry” says 
l^enegal. “With a tax levy that 
.sometimes touches 120 per cent, they 
are putting an absurdly small 
amount back into dnema. This is 
not to count the restrictions they im¬ 
pose for the filmmakers, which are 
legion.” Karanjia believes that banks 
and other finandal bodies must 
accept dnema to be a legitimate in¬ 
dustry and advance loans that would 
be on a reasonable level. “At pre¬ 
sent loans are being taken at interest 
rates of 60 pet cent which would wipe 
out a man even with a super hit.” 
With legitimate finanang, the bizarre 
dealings would end and the Mack 
money sloshing about would also 
decrease. "The result can only be 
better dnema” 

Says Bitnal Datta, whose film 
Kasturt won the national award last 
year and whidi was made on a loan 
of Rs 4 lakhs with collateral waived 
bv the FFC, “A new thinking needs 
to enter into the commerual dnema. 
A trend of making films coding 
uiMer 20 lakhs, with independent d£ 
tribution fadlities, where the profits 
go to the producer instead of to a 
doren middlemen, needs to enter the 
commerdal dnema. Only then will 
things change ” ^ 




Uitimately the people pay 


rff VHn oMUMNlgl dMlififfS of ItMi 

* btf-bodait behaiBoth gttr hu 

fMttdBjg gB<M thin » sourob 

to uM *** t "* " * T '"P", but 
thiirwoGt is thgt timr ore p^ 
hM th* him out of his nadL A 
aood JUBi (ittMUhag a hit) in o 
ooBvauiwt theotro a ofhMi o flom* 
nodUy thiff a not ovilhwle with¬ 
out ueovy proniuaM bolng poU. 
While the ssrotem ctf fixed renfeols 
for theatres a known, htta a 
known of ths nnderhaiid rebates 
ofared by oxhtihton to aet the 
gfuiegaeg a their f h e a t ra a. 
the sjrdem warka aoiMthitti Uke 
tha : 

Vo gat 0 Ml danMa tfw vmm 
M to gat attiirita. Vm thot, 
ewnor of aHwottu, iu a su- 
u w^ a MHittag caMdty Mf 
would Mao to pap w datri- 
IT batwoml Ra IMOO to Rs 
1%a oCteu ectuaU the 
of the thootre so the 
auwar itands to gain aotUng 
|pwu a Mg Mt Uke Mr NatwmM, 
lac mstaaoe. He, however, has a 
m nrston : He awkeS, la Hie 
two weeks, anythhia like aa 
total ttte of a 

g i ^ sawng hliwkia ia 
Rwrkat Orouitti touts at 
IU 35 per tiwet M tha 
) of a film like Atmvram to 
mtafttllar Uke Rs 70 per Udket for 
ICmm Tatthor The touts are 
hutruded never to tower the 
Wka even, if the show has start¬ 
ed. remits la a lot of 

tu whab the stoth am not tom 
(rff. 

ta the first two weeks attar 
their rslaesa III aMvtol of *pres- 
t(ge' valoe nam thair tiekats s^ 
out la hladc. ereatiag a false 
demand. This not only idvee the 
tfieatra owner an added inipome In 



btadc hut also helps him reduce 
the tax on his authentic iaoome 
by displaying the tonsolds’. Often 
a ito with tiekefs sold in Macfic 
wiB have a chart displaying onlv 
a SO per cent oocnpancy. 

In many instances the exhibitor 
leases out his theatre to a profes¬ 
sional lessee, whose sole job is to 
feed the dieatre with Tilt’ films, 
hi return for a commission. The 
tessee contacts bigger, chain 
tMwtre owners who indude his 
Qieatre in the group of theatres 
where a new, prestigious film is 
sdiadated to be released, in re¬ 
turn for anotiher commission from 
the original exhibitor. This brings 
Us toeatre in direct control of 
die major chains. In fact, this is 
how Rajashree controls some 
forty per cent of all theatres in the> 
dtito. either directly or through 
lessees. 

Therefore, the exhibitor has to 
pay the original distributor his 
stipulated sum, the lessee a nor¬ 
mal^ agreed upon rate of 10 pet 
cent of his full house, and finally 
the chain owner another 10 pei 
cent with nothing to diow as in* 
eama. axoept the amount from 
the tidcets he has sold in hlaek 
for whkh the common man pays. 

Therefore, when the dtotrlbutor 
tnhirges hanners with the name 
of the new Aim he is handUng 
(Rs 8 lakhs for a major release), 
a sum that he ostensibly intends 
to recever In the first two weeks. 
of the run. he has to pay the pro¬ 
ducer a usually pre-determined 
mm of tffi oer cent of the film’s 
takings Interestingly, he makes 
eS this monev from cteals struck 
between himself, the theatre own¬ 
er and the Mgttme chain owner 
Who controls the theatre 

A,R. 
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craving for revenge, the loner, who- 
has been describra, for want of a 
better phrase, as the ‘angry young 
nan’. It gave them Aiwtabh 
Badichan. 

Amitabh Bachdian is of course 
an essential ingredient of the total 
concept of the multistarrer. The most 
precious commodify of the commer- 
dal cinema, Amitabh is virtually 
‘owned’ by the big-budget people. 
His screen personality has been so 
completely merged with the Idea of 
the multistarrer that a package deal 
offered by Yash Chopra or the Sippys 
of Badicban, Shashi Kapoor and 
Sanjeev Kumar, with a heroine for 
each, is just about tiie only certain 
hit in an otherwise uncertain and 
fickle industry. It is also his unavail¬ 
ability to most produoers. other than 
a choice few, that has Introduced 
the concept of monopoly to mi>’*’ 
starrers. 

For monooolv is the final aim of 



Salim-Javed: hit script-writers 


the big (luintet as they gradually 
price the film business way beyond 
the reach of the fifty-lakh budget 
man. Observe, for in.stanoe, the 
gnomics of the performance of 
these groups. 




OHAN Sesfal has observ¬ 
ed that “the Hindi film 
is bv and large not a 
profitable industry. With 
ithc sort of criopling 
tax^ that the Government is im¬ 
posing. this is one industry that, in 
Its total income, it recovers less 
than it snent in a given time. The 
film industry is mdsting on what 
can be described as floating finance, 
money that keeps coming in as new 
I^plc entm* the film scene a» 
the people who have lost money 



get out of it.’’ The capital invested 
in Hindi feature films every year 
amounts to about Bs 174 crores. A 
B. R. Chopra production like The 
Burning Tram would cost something 
tike Rs 3 crores to complete and 
Sippy’s Shaan would cost only half 
a crore less. With Yash Chopra 
setting up complicated gets of floo¬ 
ded mines at Loni for Kata Pattbar 
with a. star-cost including Amitabh, 
Shashi, Sbatrughan, Parveen, Raa- 
khee and Neetu Singh, his budget 
would certainly be around Rs two 
crores. With an investment of bet¬ 
ween 5 to 10 per cent of the total 
investment made by the Hindi fca 
lure film industry these five would 
fetch not less than 45 per cent of 
the total annual turnover of the 
industry. Yash Chopra claims that 
Kola Pattbar was sold to the terri 
lories for as much as Rs 54 lakhs 
per territory, which means an income 
of Rs 3.25 CTores even before the 
film is released. Further, assuming 
a normal run of 25 weeks (which it 
is well on the way to having) at the 
B4 centres where it has been simul¬ 
taneously released, it would fetch 
the TVimurti combine over a crore 

Bindu and Manmohan Deia' 


even before the silver jubilee board.* 
are put up. With a golden jululec 
the organisation will make a profit 
of. aimasf 400 per cent. 
Sbolay currently in its fourth 
half-century of continuous nut, will 
have made around Rs 30 crofes just 
in the local market. With Man¬ 
mohan Desai’s Naseeb selling for 
Rs 70 lakhs abroad (apparently a re¬ 
cord) one can imagine the profits 
Sippy had made when he distribu¬ 
ted the film himself after its 15 
week run in India. 

It Ls ultimatelv the Barjativas, 
owner.s of the Rajashree empire, who 
point out tlie moral for the future, 
Tarachand Barjatiya originally .start¬ 
ed as purely an exhibitor of films, a 
theatre owner who built upon liis 
profits to expand so much that he 
is now the sole filmmaker (filmmak¬ 
ing is a relatively recent business 
fer the Bariativas) who is able to 
distribute and exhibit his own film. 
Naliirally, he rakes in everything 
that is colhicted at the counters, 
which is what finally accounts for his 
abilitv to sell his much vaunted 
‘.small’ films like Dulhan Wahi Jo 
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Th« never-before brilliance of metallic shades. 

The dazzle of pure colour. And the luxury 
of a perfectly glossy finish. That's the unmistakable 
touch of Krilo. The pure acrylic car paint that sets 
your car apart from tha rest. 

a Durable gloss. Requires little repolishing, if at all. 

□ Tough acrylic film resists adverse weather conditions. 

□ Worth its price. 



22 


CASAP.BS-244 






Ptya Man Bhaaj/e and Ahbiuoaiu 
Jharonken Me Botb these films have 
ran for amazingly long stretdtes, 
without any star value to make them 
carry on. As Shvam Benegal aavs, 
instead of putting all their monev 
in skv-high budget films, it is vital 
for the survival of the filmmakers 
to put more money into exhibition. 
“Where we need 80,000 theatres we 
have 9 000, and all within the com¬ 
mercial circuit dcHninated by a few. 
Naturally films get dogged for the 
lack of proper exhibition fadlities 
As lf«g as the Government is gdng 
to be difficult about making more 
theatres, budgets are going to in¬ 
crease in the commerdal it^ustry." 
Rajashree owns some fifty theatres 
in Bombay alone, and if they accept 
a fihn they not only avoid the prob¬ 
lems most distrilHitoni face — of 
getting simultaneous releases in 
some 2B theatres in its initial run — 
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but are able to coordinate the pub- 
lidty budgets that are normally 
shared. 

After Sholan G. P Sippy formed 
his ‘Sipsons’ whtdi dimbuted his 
next film, Tmhaa, a small-budget 
film (although it had Sanjeev Kumar. 
Shashi Kapoor and Raakhee) whidi 
grossed in a sizeable profit. Yash 
Chopra has also scored with Noorie 
wbidi had an unknown star-cast but 
wbidi is (at the time of writing) in 
its seventeenth-week run in Bombay 
B. R. (3rapra, the only filmmaker 
among the top ones today who has 
3 genuine tradition of making films, 
is the only one who has survived 
and thrived solely on his ability to 
make films whidi sell. The Burn- 
ins Train apart, be still appears 
committed to making small budget 
hits like Chboti ti Boat, Pali Patai 
Aur Wob and Karm. 

Ine success of these five film¬ 
makers oyer the former Idg name* 
in the Muatry like Nazir Husain, 
Raj Khosla, Mohan Segal and Sbaktl 
Samanta is due to mainly tteir abi- 



anra. Ba tatrodboBB 

ifgle. a ‘*t‘*i“**‘ sMSi- 
•la^ bi folk and waatana Jaao- 
aa. aa he tcdls osl 

I aai latanaied tat neddag to 
Hm woniea there, bat Pinto eeye 
that he will ghe me all theni- 
fermation I naM. 1 hmsever aidle 
to an M woman, in ber f tftiee, 
and aak her If dm toe it a denoer. 
She merely node. What la her 
auuneT “Balima'’. Wto ffid die set 
hdn film deadng hi the firet plaoeT 
A tired eaiile aad tiheiL "I did it 
la m chOdheod. Why doee a per- 
aoB M thiaga Kke dwae f Becanae 

OK moiicjr****** 

Pbito tries to attract nnr attea- 
fisa and aaya. "Wbu I lofamd 
than wasn't the competttion there 
la teday. Now it is difficult for a 
a awcem er to get eatabUdied.” 

UMBcnlt, goddammit you have 
te aleep with the basterds," saw 
RaHau wliffi sndten aptrtt. “If I 
tell von my atory 3 rott win weep 
Ibr me. mv pnmleme. my ead 
•tary." I aA hm to ten me aonie- 
thag hnt f fael e sadden tap on 
mr Amilder and ft is Seyyed. the 
bleerreyed boas. 'You came to 
find out aboat dm ormnisation. 
Oanm and talk te am. You caiiiiot 
tafit to theoe oMde ^ the olllre. 
They ere btuy. 

wBme b oat ef a Job for fear 
meaMM. Bvoiy ovoamg she comes 
and dts tbere. benlag that NaMo 
Muter. Kamel lliiraw or Mai 
Ueater, die dendnf teadmre etb 
ndhed to the stodioa vdio conduct 
mn nhearaeb far dm deadng 
aeeae. would one day reconiae 
her and give her a dienoe. Busy 


Iity to jump on to the multistarrer 
tMudwagoB before anyone else could 
Manmonan Desai made his first big 
hit ^cha Jbutba in the wake of the 
Rajesh Khanna wave. But Initiallv 
he, before anycmc else, realised tbe 

g otential of tbe multistarrer. Yash 
hopra and the Sippys were percep 
live enough to scent the changing 
appeal of the Hindi film hero from 
a romantic one to that of avengeful 
ones like tbe hero in Zonjwr. This 
was what ultimately put the multe 
strairers in a class beyond Roli 
fCmpKta Aur fittHtaan or Haem. Hie 
multistarrei belongs to these people, 
and with it the largest chunk of all 
profits that the industry annually 


b mm thing the bat I rettm to 
her, fulb aware of Sayyad’s im- 
miw looks. 

‘^When <3od gave a month be 
will give ut brmd,*’ she intones. 
“Where be gave us a body, he 
wlO give ns a coffin." PrObebly 
some dblogue from a fihn. She 
wfhses to say more. Does dm 
have any difldren? "Yes, three.” 
Would they enter daadng tnn T 
•1fever,”i«ie says, ‘TwlI n e ver 
let th^” 

I torn to sea Sayyad agaia "Yon 
ean n now,” be teUs me. 

I edge my way out 
haeanm eve i r e n e b hxddag at 
me. Outalde I try to strike up • 
oonvenatlon wltii some peepto 
bnt Semd ipdba me by tlw duHU- 
dar and leads ase to dm end af 
Oa road. “Yoa want to adt am 
eboot dm organisation yon adt 
aae. Don't datarb my msBAara. 
They baye work to dkt.” I leave. 


They haye work 

A.R. 


I leave. 


makes In their cornering of the 
truly saleable talent, the top 8t8r» 
and their ability to get half a dozen 
of them to give simultaneous dates 
(formerly considered an impossibi- 
bilitp) they have displayed greater 
staying power than most of the other 
producers 

Tt is the RajashiTF people, repor 
trdlv the most prasperous in tbe film 
business, who show the way to Ibe 
future of film financing As X^posro 
Aadmt^ Noorte and insfona would 
show, It is not the budget of the film 
that matters but il>- mode of distri- 
buuon And the Sipi> group cerainiy 
appears to have got ' n message. ■ 
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ASHIS RAY reports from the Oval, where India came 
tantalisingly close to achieving the impossible, thanks 
to Sunil Gavaskar. 


Transparencies on this page are by PATRICK EAGAR 



OMETH the hour, come- 
th the mao. Frankly, one 
has lost count of the 
number of occasions Su¬ 
nil Gavaskar has display 
ed his phenomenal abilities in Indian 
hour of need to create history for 
himself and his country. Having arri¬ 
ved in England this summer with 
4,405 runs and 19 centuries in Test 
cricket under his belt, there was 
little doubt that he would prove to 
be a daunting proposition for bow¬ 
lers here. But he took time to settle 
down, registering just one half cen¬ 
tury in three appearances in the 
Prudential Cup and also demonstra¬ 
ting a comparative lack of appUca* 
tion in the county games. Once the 
Tests were in progress, he scored 
consistently, notching up more than 
40 on each outing. But this pattern 
was broken in the first innings of 
the final Test. He was caught behind 
off Botham for 13 and people began 
to wonder whether the pint-sized ge 
nius had run out of steam. The answ¬ 
er didn't take a long time coming- 
England's captain Mike Brearlev 
terminated his side's second inning-s 
at 334 for B and by virtue of the first 
innings lead of 103 runs, set India a 
tavget of 438 to win in 495 minutes, 
(juite logically the interest at this 
stage centred not around the 
issue of an Indian victory, but on the 
chances of the tourists saving the 
match on what was expected to em¬ 
erge as a turning track. 

The ball did spin, yet India's band 
of fiercely determined batsmen, led 
ty Sunil Gavaskar, came very close 
to achieving the impossibte. To start 
with, it was a back-to-the-wall fight 
and India’s intentions un the fourth 
evening according tu skipper Ven- 
katraghavan “were to keep all ten 
wickets intact". Openers Gavaskar 
and Chetan Chauhan certainly defied 
the bowlei‘.s' best efforts. The two 
were still together at lunch on the 
final day. with Gavaskar on 114 and 
the total on 192. 

Bv tea time Chauhan had depart¬ 
ed, having snicked a ball from WilUs 
to Botham at second slip. But by then 
the pair had improved by ten runs 
on India's first wicket record against 
24 













England wfaidi had been held by Vijay 
Merchant and Mushtaq Ah «nce 
1936. The total at this stage read 304 
for 1 with Gavadcar on 184 With 
his next partner, Dilip Vengsarkar, 
he contmned to de^ the toiling Eng 
hsfa bowlers. 

With just 25 nunutes pins 20 mim 
datory overs left, it seemed as if a 
miracle was in the making. The as¬ 
cendancy continued through the 20 
overs and when Vengsarkar made 
his exit at 366 with his individual 
score on 52, the impossible seemed 
probable 

Then the drama began Kapil Dev, 
Suml Gavaskar himself, Vishwa 
nath, Yajurvindra Singh, Venkat 
and Yasbpal Sharma all perished in 
a procession, eadi trying to force 
the pace Karsan Ghavri and Bharat 
Heddv bravely pursued the taiget 
but failed by only mne runs 

A contribution of 221 out of a 


total of 429 speaks for itself. How¬ 
ever, it was not merely the runs that 
Gavaskar compiled in this race 
against the clock but the manner in 
whidi he scored them that is so 
praiseworthy He played every shot 
in the book apart from the hook — 
a stroke he has virtually stopped 
playing — and there could not have 
been a more perfect exhibition of 
batsmanship It was an epic inmngs, 
the highest individual score m TesU 
between India and England and one 
which will always be remembered 
by those who saw it It was his 
third double-century in Tests, and 
also his highest-ever score. 

There is no denying that alter 
such a display India truly deserved 
to win But they were up against 
it from the very beginning Vei^at 
lest the toss and England cruised to 
305 with the aid of Graham Gooch’s 
79 and Petei Willey’s 52 Kapil and 


Venkat claimed three wickets apiece 
while Bedi and Ghavri shared the 
other four The good work of the 
bowlers, though, was undone when 
India were dismissed for 202 Only 
\^shwanath with a strokeful 62 and 
Yajurvindra Singh with an undefeat¬ 
ed 43 offered any resistance Botham 
was once more the main wrecker, 
picking up four victims 

N England’s second ven¬ 
ture Geoff Boycott, 
afflicted by a bjickathe 
and cramps in ms legs, 
nevertheless scoitd his 
second hundred of the series — a 
typically obdurate 125 Debutant 
wicketkeeper batsman David Bairs 
tow who replaced Bob Tajloi got 
69 Three ot the eight wickets that 
tell went to Ghavri who produced 
his best stint of the series The rest 
was all India and piedominantly 
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Gavaskar. But mention must also 
be made of Botham who capped his 
two catches and a run out with three 
widcets for 17 runs in a four-over 
blitz. He bagged the Man of the 
Series award but Gavaskar won the 
Man of the Match prize and the 
hearts of the spectators. What also 
receded into the background amidst 
the excitement of that last day was 
that Botham achieved the fastest 
double jn Test cricket — a thousand 
runs and a hundred widceta — in 
just 21 Tests. 

Finally. India may have lost the se¬ 
ries but with the last innings in the 
final Test they are now held in great 
esteem by cricket fans all over Eng¬ 
land. Since Mike Brearley took over 
as captain of the England side a 


full-strength Australian eleven has 
been trounced Uiree-nil and both 
Pakistan and New Zealand brushed 
aside with contemptuous ease in the 
last two seasons here. In such a 
context India’s achievement in al¬ 
most levelling the series should not 
be looked down upon. 

While describing the match ovet 
the radio I was quite honestly never 
convinced that India could reach her 
objective because the time factor 
seemed against her. 1 am not proud 
that I was proved right, but 1 am 
certainly dehghted at not having 
written off the Indians even after 
their disastrous efforts in World Cup 
and the traumatic surrender at 
Edgbaston. B 


The four 
new faces 


The peer of 
Indian cricket 

HARESH MUNWANi explains why Gavaskar 
is regarded as the best opener in the world 


-IVERYTIME Sunil 

Gavaskar goes to bat. 
tits statistician has 
to be on the look-out, 

_I for god knows which 

record Sunil might break. Gavas* 
kar has a ravenous appetite fw 
runs. Ever since Sunil made hla 
debut against the West IndleB 
(when he got 774 runs in the 
series) he hasn't stopped. In fact 
have come to serious- 




breaks records because he knows 
you qannot be a great batamaa 
unless you do so. He himself 
vehemently denies this saying. 
"When you are at tiie crease you 
Juat try and stay ttaata and do 
your best. And if in the process 
yon pass a milestone, thid’s it 
Breaking a record is not the he- 
all and end-all of cveiylhing!" 

In the SO Testa Sunil has plamd 
in the last e^t yean be aea 
aMregated 4,947 rnns, uddch Ja- 
etude 20 centuries. Gavaskar, at 
SO, thus holds the record of bdng 
the youngest player in the hlstoiy 
of the game to notch up 20 CHir 
tuiies. Gavaskar scored 542 runs 
in the recent aeries against 
England. This included four 
fiflys and one double-oenhuy, 
ginng him an average of 77.4. 
It's the third time that Sunny has 
aoored more than 500 runs in a 
series. Earlier be had got 774 
against the Windies in lull and 
732 against the same Test side in 
1978. Both these totals were Ba^ 
ched up in six Tests while the pre¬ 
sent aeries against England oonale- 
ted of just four Tests vdiidi amna 
Gavaskar was omsisceat Also 
the Windies seem to be Snniijr'a 
favourite flogging-harse. 

Incidental^, for the buelt Bf 
bermiu and, of course, GavuUkar 


fans tbe highest number of runs 
scored in 'Tests Is 8,032 by Gary 
Sobers in 93 Tests. There are 
eight other batsmen who have 
scored over 6,000 runs, the latest 
twj ng Geoff Boycott So Sunn.v 
can set new goals for himself 
this winter when he plays 13 

Gavadcar, along with Ken Bar¬ 
rington; holds the record fm- scop¬ 
ing l,(l00 mas twice in a calendar 


to tw played between now and 
December SI. Gavaskar ^has a 
good dianoe scoring 1,000 runs 
in a year for Hie third time. Sunny 
has the distinction of having 
Bcored a hundred in each i n ni n g 
lhrice>-4wke against the Windies 
and once against Pakistan. Fenr- 
lau of hit twenty tons have been 
made mi foreign soil 
Sobers ami Hanrdy have scored 
a oantnry, on an Merage. in a 
fraction over three Imts, Barring¬ 
ton made one In four iad Gow- 
drey one in five. Only Bradman, 
who averaged a century in a frac- 
tton under two tests, hat a better 
record than SuniL 
Gavaskar is Pie hifihest scorer 
in Test matches between India 
and Bni^d. His tally now 
stands at 1,521. Prevtously, the 
record was held by Barrington 
fl,^). Snail has scored a 
drable-century thrice in Tests. 179 
af his 221 runs, at the Oval last 
weak is the maximum aiv Indian 
hM got in one day. Knonving 
Sunn, one m say he is not likely 
to hd sattmed with what he has 
adiimd. He win now aspire to 
to mat acorer in a Test 

aid to totoB up a record M oen- 
twiM. ii his flweer. One thing is 
iBrfaWi ftwH i* oot soing to 
atos np Tor vnmt of effort. 


-IRUN LAL the Delhi 

batsman, hails from a 
family with a cricket¬ 
ing background. Son 

-1 of Jagdish Lai, former 

Banji Trophy player. Arun Lai is 
also the cousin of another famous 
opener, Akash Lai. Bom on 
August 1, 1955, this rightbauded 
middle-order batsman has been re¬ 
presenting Delhi in the Ranji 
Trophy since 1974-75 and in the 
last five seasons, he got 672 runs 
in 18 matches at an average of 
26.88 with two centuries. His 
highest score of 117 was made in 
1977-78. 

Left-arm spin bowler Dilip Doshi 
from Bengal was born on Decem¬ 
ber 22, 1947 at Rajkot and bas 
toen playing first class cricket 
since 1988-69 when he played in 
both the Ranji Trophy and Duleep 
Trophy tournaments. This bespec¬ 
tacled bowler made his debut 
against Orissa and since then has 
bagged 236 wickets in 49 Ranji 
Trophy matches for an average 
of 15.48 runs apiece. 

He also played for Notting¬ 
hamshire in English county 
cricket and has captured 100 
wickets for 30.04 run.s apiece in 
those matches. 

Rajinder Singh Hans of Uttar 
Pradesh was born on March 10, 
1953 in Bombay and has played 
first c^ss cricket for only 3 
seasons. A slow left-arm spinner, 
be has a distinguished record to 
his credit. Though he made his 
debut in tbe Ranji Trophy only 
in 1976-77 for Uttar Pradesh to 
their match against Rajasthai^ tbe 
very next season he accomplished 
one of the most outstanding feats 
to the Ranji Trophy, when he eent 
back nine Karnataka batsmen for 
a mere 152 In the final of the tour¬ 
ney. In tbe 20 matches he has 
played over three seasons, he dis¬ 
missed 94 batsmen and claimed 
five wickets in an innings seven 
times and ten wickets in a match 
once. His 52 wickets in the Ranji 
Trophy in 1977-78 with an average 
of 17.03 IS one of the best in 
toe tournev. 

Shivlal Yadav of Hyderabad >$ 
a right-arm off-break bowler and 
a good rightfaanded batsman. Born 
on January 26, 1957 In Hyderabad, 
he made his debut in the Ranji 
Trophy for Hyderabad in their 
match against Kerala in 1977-78 
and has since played only eight 
matches in which he captured 18 
wickets for 2011 run.s His best 
batting feat is a 49 he made last 
year. His showing compelled 
the selectors to choose him as 
one of the stand-bys for the 
English tom in Mav this year. 







In defence of India 

DAVID SELBOURNE sees through the Indian political crisis 


D espite tcmptatiou, to which I 
have succumbed m the past, 1 
refuse to join the chorus of jeering 
which has greeted the latest round 
in India's political crisis Nor is 
there any point in my adding to the 
monsoon flood of cliches on the 
‘world’s largest democracy’, the ‘un¬ 
bridled corruption’ and factionalism 
ol Its politiaans, or the risks of an 
’authoritarian’ restoration Moreover, 
it is not India’s political processes 
which move in ever decreasing or- 
cles, but rather the perceptions of 
Its political commentators. And all 
the while the latter wring their hands, 
tear their hair and beat their breasts 
over the ‘power games’ and the 
‘hoisetradmg’ in Delhi, which—if the 
truth be known—arc just grist to the 
mill in the urculation battle. 01 
course, the impulse to turn out 
columns of exated prose announ ing 
the imminent approach ot a pohiical 
Armageddon is the occupational 


hazard of every political expert, but 
of none is it more true than the 
commentator on India, 

This is not to deny the existence 
of the Indian crisis. It is deep and 
serious, but it is not terminal and 
even less is it quahtatively new, as 
it IS too often presented to be. Nor 
IS Its point oi oepartunc the coUai se 
of the Singh administration, or the 
tall of Morarji Desai, or the ouster 
ot Indira Gairahi m the March 1977 
elecuons And it can be blamed as 
little on the actions of tee President 
as on the factions of the political 
Parties. The disarray in the political 
aflairs of the minority which ruus, 
and has since Independence rulid, 
India—an oligarchy which merely 
stepped into the shoes of the depart¬ 
ing imperial power—is above aU the 
disanay, not of Party or faction or 
person but, of a class. It is this 
chronic disarray of class interests, 
promoted in large part by the scale 


of India’s economic and soaal pro¬ 
blems over whidi this class has re¬ 
sided for three decades, and for 
which it is inherently incapable of 
finding solutions, which has now 
entered a temporarily chaotic phase. 

It should also be remembered—and 
I see that it no longer is—^that every 
single one of the leading protagonists 
in this long running (30-year-oId) 
drama of musical chairs is a Congress 
pohtician; Conjnress (0), Congress (B), 
Congress (S), Congress (I), but never¬ 
theless still the Congress; Janata and 
Janata (S), BLl) and CFD. and so on 
and so forth, but still in essence the 
Congiess. Are Morarji Desai and 
Charan Singh any the less Congress 
politicians than were Jawaharlal 
Nehiu or Indira Gaiidhi? And what 
new non-Congress dispensation of 
political power and pohey would 
Jagjivan Bam have offered if he had 
been asked to form a Government? 
None. For the Intter truth of the 
matter is that whether in the name 
of the harijans or the kisans, the 
monopolists or the ‘poorer and weak¬ 
er' sections, whether in the name of 
soaalism or capitalism, the planned 
economy or the free market, those 
who have governed India—and will 
continue to govern India in the for 
seeable future, including the army— 
have not deviated and will not deviate 
from the task of preservmg the status 
quo in all its economic essentials. 

Indeed it is this, not the rise and 
fall of this or that Congress or ex- 
Congress pohtician, which is the true 
measure of India’s crisis. The sub¬ 
stance of it is decidedly not a pro- 
bleni of constitutional improprieties, 
midterm elections, Farliamenti^ 
majorities and so on, however crudal 
in tee immediate perspective these 
things seem to be, and are. More¬ 
over this absolute necessity to pre¬ 
serve the status quo, sometimes hg 
amending it here and there for 
cosmetic reasons, must, and in the 
end always does, take precedence 
over those rivalries for office which 
express themselves through Party 
factions and personal groupings 
among the few who rule over Indians 
millions. Out of the current in¬ 
stability, the ruling elites will recovei 
their poise, because they can and 
must in their own interests; and if 
the army is required to do the job 
for them, then the army will do it. 

Whether the task of defending the 
Indian status quo is in the hands of 
a harijan or a hoodlum, a constitu¬ 
tionalists or a criminal, an authori¬ 
tarian or a ’democrat’, a general or 
a Gandhian or a goonda, of course 
makes a difference; but it makes 
little or no difference at all, and has 
made no difference in 30 years, to 
tee real and fundamental^ unchang¬ 
ing condition of the Indian people. 
They may have the vote, but ^ey are 
not represented. And if, in their 
wisdom — as I have written else¬ 
where—^tee Indian people were to 
choose again to have the status quo 





maintained with more rather than 
lesg violence, with MISA rather than 
without it, with the sterilizer’s knife 
and the bulldozer, and with the as¬ 
sistance of Sanjay Gandhi rather than 
without it, then who am I to object? 

And yet I have designedly called 
this short article 'In Defence of 
India’. Why? Because I wish to 
signify, to begin with, that 1 stand 
against those—particularly abroad, 
and particularly amona nostalgic 
colonialists — who would like to 
equate the current political confusion 
in India with an inherent incapacity 
for orderly self-rule; as if there were 
something particularly ludicrous and 
comic, or sordid, about the present 
Indian turmoil; as if it were a Joke, 
and one copilned to India. Ims is 
plainly not so. 1 am writing this in 
Italy, which until a few weeks ago 
had been without a Government for 
six months, and for not dissimilar 
politico-economic reasons as in India, 
while factions of the ruling Party 
md its allies wheeled and dealed for 
office. 

Secondly, because the dignity of 
the long suffering Indian iMople and 
the integri^ of its institutions, how¬ 
ever besmirched and soiled by the 
criminalities, lying and thuggery of 
the Emergency period and by the in¬ 
competence, complacency and inertia 
which succeeded it, ne^ to be res¬ 
cued and defended, particularly at 
this juncture. They need defending 
above all against those of India’s 
leaders who have consistent^ betray¬ 
ed the political trust and the hopes 
of millions reposed in them. This is 
mure than ever necessary now when 
the greatest danger of all in the pre¬ 
sent confusion is the risk of failing 
to bring to account those who, dur¬ 


ing the Emergency, wrought havoc 
with the laws, lives, liberties, and 
properties of the people of India. 

The third reason is this. The 
crisis, long-running as I have describ¬ 
ed it, is nevertheless also an opnor- 
tunity. And it is not merely an 
opportunity for the Sanjay Congress 
(Congress 1) to rescue itself from 
judicial retribution, or for the army to 
impose its will (on behalf of the 
politicians) on the Indian people, or 
tor communal forces to settle scares 
with their foes and float to power on 
a tide of bloodshed. It is also an 
opportunity for the truly progressive 
and radical forces in India to register 
an advance in the coming elections. 
For the defence of India against its 
bankrupt Congress and ex-Congress 
politicians, who have in turn bank¬ 
rupted the resources of the Indian 
people, cannot in the long or short 
term be carried out by Sandhurst 
graduates, by sadbus in khaki, by 
Congress politicians disguised in the 
multi-coloured costumes of Janata, or 
by a bitterly divided communist and 
socialist movement. 

The price of a renewed failure by 
the latter to gather its forces in the 
coming months will not, however, be 
the end of the world, the end of the 
road, or the end of India. It will 
not even mark the end of the ‘world's 
most populous democracy’, for it 
never had a beginning. It will mere¬ 
ly moan a further unchallenged twist 
in the long spiral of conflict among 
the various economic and political in¬ 
terests within India’s ruling class, 
and furth^'r unmitigated woes for 
the submerged mass of the Indian 
people; for whenn this crisis, like all 
the others, rightly has no real signi¬ 
ficance, and no real meaning. 


Karunanidhi may 
side with Janata (S) 

ARTHUR PAIS surreys the Tamil Nadu poll scene 


T wenty days after the dissolu- 
, tion of Parliament, the political 
scene in Tamil Nadu remained far 
frmn clear. Though MGR’s AlADMK 
and the Congress (1) have formed 
an alliance to fight the Assembly 
elections in the .neighbouring Union 
Territory of Pondicherry, in Tamil 
Nadu the younger Congress (D mem¬ 
bers want the Party to go it alone. 
The fact that MGR wasn’t enthu¬ 
siastic about Mrs Gandhi contesting 
from Thanjavur in June this vear. 
and also the presence of Bala Paz- 
hanoor and. Thirumathi Sathiavani 
Muthu in Charan Singh’s Cabinet, 
have hurt young Congress (D mem¬ 
bers. However. Mrs Gandhi seems to 
be keen on having an electoral pact 
with AlAOMK for the simple reason 
that she knows that her Party in 
Tamil Nadu is badly organised, 
thanks to the bitter rivalry between 
Karuppiah Moopannar and R. V. 
Swaminathan, and may not fare weU 


if it fights alone. 

Tamil Nadu is buzzing with ru¬ 
mours. In the second week of Sep¬ 
tember it was believed that K. Ma- 
cobaran, the bright AlADMK Mini¬ 
ster of Finance, wcmld walk out of 
the Party with at least 60 legislators 
and form an alliance with Karuna- 
mdhi. And in Pondicherry ex-Home 
Minister O, Ramachandran is already 
back in the DMK fold, and is cur¬ 
rently busy abusing MGR for his 
“dictatorial attitude’’. Though Man- 
obaran has described the rumours 
as “false” and “mischievous”, ano¬ 
ther rumour regarding the possibi¬ 
lity of dissolution of the Assembly 
is also circulating. In 1^1, Karuna- 
nidbi called for Assembly elections 
a year before they were due and 
returned with a good majority: So 
It is believed that MGR may also 
order a mid-term poll, hoping to 
cash in on the general goodwiU for 
his Party. 



M. G. Ramachandrav 


During the March '77 elections, 
Congress (I) joined hands with 
AlADMK and CPk whereas DMK, 
Janata and CPI (M) fought from a 
common platform. MGR did exce¬ 
llent propaganda for Congress (I): 
If he’s known as annai (brother), he 
began calling Mrs Gandhi ammai 
(mother). In reality, MGR is three 
years older to Mrs Gandhi! Working 
up populist slogans, he sought the 
people’s endorsement for the Emer¬ 
gency by comparing Mrs Gandhi to a 
well-meaning ammai who discipli¬ 
ned her children so that ttrcy could 
have a better life. Isn’t it your du^ 
to protect your mother when she is 
attacked by a number of men. he 
asked. But in the subsequent elec¬ 
tions Congress (I) and CPI walked 
out of the old alliance, and even 
then Congress (I) got the largest 
number of votes, next only to AlA¬ 
DMK. During the Thanjavur eieo 
tion, once again Congress (D and 
AlADMK worked to|;ether, and Mrs 
Gandhi'acandidate, Singaravelu, scor¬ 
ed a thumping victory with a lead of 
92,0(XI against a heavyweight DMK 
candidate ^ ex-Minister Anbil Dhar- 
malingam. Mrs Gandhi certainly 
knows that her candidate vrouldn't 
have won with such a big margin 
but for the active campaigning by 
MGR. And the fact that in the Naga- 
pattinam by-election the CPI candi¬ 
date defeated the AlADMK candi¬ 
date by a slim majorify of 15,000 
votes is also remembered by Congress 
(I) leaders. 

Two problems confront the Con¬ 
gress (I^AlADhCK aliian':;!*; Ckmgress 




iir»M 



build hotels 



anymore. 


The only one with a HKhrcUre spread 

0(ii*n you Mf palaces llwl have been 
(onveried into hvitrls ?he Ashok is on<‘ hotel 
whii h was buill to be a palai e Naturally 
I verylhinx about it is lavish Anil this lavishness 
starts w itn us 10 hei tan' giounds—so big it even 
ail uinmodales a mini goll < oiirsi*' No other hotel 
IS built on SID h grand lines Not anymore 

4(Mi regally furnished rooms 

I’l ojile I all the Ashok an I'Sfieiienre Not 
without 11 asori fac h of its loonis and suites e a 
(Moot ol impi I (able lasti And tin prodtic l ol an 
(ra wliK h |>ul giai loiis In ing lust Subseiiuent 
r> novations only < ontinue to uphold this tradition 

Built to be a world in itself 

I he gi indness ol the Ashok loui lies 
< SI rytbing in It Keslauiants are wirle s^iaiious 
andsiivi till I uisines III thi> world tl* iiuwenlion 
I ii iluii s an the (ini st in India with a 
i oiisi nlion Mall (hat lan at i omimid.ili / SIX) 
ill I) gill" ttr Ip H<ini|uet Hall and I'aily 
Kooin III huill III liiisl hundreds inslyli Iheri 
ir> shopping an aril s llorist airlini oftiii . i ar 
n Dial mil lour tsenalhialri lor est rung 
I nil (1 iirmunt 

Manned by the most expenemed hands 

in serving Vlfs 

\l .ins givi n tiini the Ashok s ( hi i k in 
Mil li I n ails liki a national and iisternaiioiial 
ssliiissvho I lom Meads ot Stall In i .ipi.iuis ol 
I 1 I I liy till A hok has hiisU il ihi ni all Ami Itu s 
Ins. Ins. il esi rv inonieni ol il loroiii siinpli 
■ III! vslii n il I oiiit > III irsirigMI’ Ihi n s 
I iiii inoi. I \pi III nt III than till \shol. 

Opening ihortly 104 additional rooms 
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(I) wants to contest at least 20 out 
ot the 40 seats, but AlADMK wants 
to contest at least 22 seats. In the 
dissolved Lok Sabha, MGR bad 18 
men (one of them, Maya Devar, 
joined DMK, apparently because she 
wasn’t made a Minister) and Con 
gress (1) had 10, Naturally, Mrs Gan 
dhi 18 keen on having more members 
of her Party, winning from Tamil 
Nadu this time 

MGR has also been trying to get 
an assurance from Congress(I) leaders 
that they’ll provide a berth or two 
fur AlADMK Ministers in the Union 
Cabinet The inclusion of two 
AlADMK Ministers in Cbaran 
Singh’s Cabinet is a proud achieve¬ 
ment for MGR. For he believes he 
has achieved what hw arch tival 
Kaiunamdhi couldn’t da dunng the 
latU'i s pohtical honeymoon with 
Mrs Gandhi in ’71 

Ironically, Karunanidhi too has 
been wooing Mrs Gandhi Giape 
vine has it that at one point, Karuna- 
nidbi let it be known to Mrs Gandhi 
that he d allow her Party to con 
test at least 30 scats Inndentallv 
the 77 clerbons sent only one DMK 
member to Parliament, and Karuna 
nidhi would be only too happy to 
sec his rival MGR humiliated by 
joining hands with ex advei sary 
Indira Gandhi When asked how 
easily he could have forgotten the 
misdetHis of a woman who threw 
him out of power in ’76 and launch 
cd a numbei of cases against him 
Karunanidhi retorted “In politics 
theic arc no permamnt toes or 
friends The UMK leader is sore 
that the Janata leaders oddshoul 
deied him on many occasions, ind 
he also knows that Janata has no 
looLs in Tamil Nadu even though 
it mbeiitid the mantle of Kamaraj 
Mnce Mis Gandhi has shown little 
inteiest in accepting Karunamdhi’s 
olive blanch it is quite likelv that 
he will form an alliance with CPT, 
C PI(M) and ranata(S) The last 
named is haidly known in Tamil 



Nadu, but fui its leader Dr Santho- 
sam Inudentally Dr Santhosam and 
Karunanidhi are close fiiends 
Soon after Charan Singh was 
called in to foim the C>overnment 
Kaiunamdhi sent him bearty con 
gratulations greeting the "first back 
waid cldsa Prime Minister ’ But 
Chat an Singh and his assistant Raj 
Narain carry no political weight 
whatsoever down south 


"The inspiration 
for sin" 

The leffer P. N. Balasubramaniam wrote to the PM 


InevUably, Ihe dirt of the prevtous 
admmiilralum har begun tnckhng 
out into the open One of the most 
interesimg sources for news pro 
mises to be P N. Balasuhramantam, 
the businessman whose house was 
1 aided when Charan Stngh was still 
Finance Minister, and who told the 
tourl about his business dealmgs 
with Kantt Desat He had left the 


The Idtb August, 1979 
New Delhi 

Dear Piime Minister, 

My counsel Mr R K Garg 
informed me that your Governn^nt 


C( until/ but ha^ now returned In 
this letltr to Pitmc Mtnleler Charan 
Siitgh, hi al eges, among olhi r 
Ih ngs that hanti Desat reretud 
gifts worth Rs l£ lakhs m West 
Oirmany durng Prime Minister 
Dew's offlctal visiD JO West Ger 
mrny and these gifts came uncheck 
ed tiirough Indian customs tn the 
then PM’s baggage 

cable sent bj me tiom London to 
reveal the whole truth and that on 
a st<tj(emenf made by Mr J P Guyal, 
ther counsel appearing for the Union 
of India, Hon'ble Justice Ra lenHr-i 


rescinded the orders of Justice S N 
Kumar, to enable nv to return to 
India and disclose the whole truth 
to the nation 

Accordingly I have returned 
to New Delhi today 

As disclosed earlier, in view 
of the involvement of peisons in 
positions of power and influence 
here at home in Jndia and thcii 
link up with foreign powers, iiiy life 
is in danger and will continue to be 
80 1 have been receiving telephone 
calls, while m london, to kc'p quiet 
and accept the price for my sileuce 
01 face due consequences. 

The Indian m iiv has al 
ways been alive Since the fact* I 
am going to place on lecord relate 
to defence purchases involving com¬ 
missions running into crorcs, shaied 
by men at the top in this country 
with active support fiom Murarji 
bhai, the then Pi line Ministti and 
Mr Jagjivan Ram the then Defence 
Mmistci and then establishiueuts 
respectively and jointly, I will only 
request that such an enquiiy must 
not be left m the bands of olfiocTS 
of this or that Mmistiy whose deci¬ 
sions will be amenable to transient 
pressures and whose capacity for 
ind<"pendcnt ludgeimnt and action is 
ptccious little In fact they will be 
greatly embai rassi d as the highest 
persons under whom they had work 
ed aw involved 

Can It b( be In ved that the 
defence deals of huiiditds of ctoics, 
involving the si^ciiiilv of the nation 
and exposing the Itccdom ot the 
lountiv and intcgiity oi the nation 
to til dingcis of sabotage and sub 
vcision wdt pussibit witliuut the 
active support ot the tlieu Prime 
Mim<’l(i and the then Dclcncc Minis 
t( I ’ Big inoni V fiowc d in these deals 
and the flow was n giilated and con 
tiolkd bv those will viised in this 
ait of ital mteinjtional politics to 
insuM that money leached those lor 
whom It was was intended to lubn 
catc tin maehinciv which moved with 
Dcrfection to then advantage 


Kanti Oeaoi 






Even dftei the raid at my 
»»idt nrc when I had occasion to 
sTiPfl KautiKil Desai and the Prime 
Mi'iisiii's estdblishn]"nl m the 
tviiowl) (l)'( ot the Indian Presimen 
at El anl flirt Airport, goods worth 
DM 30 000 (Rs 1,'iOOOO) were pr( 
tented to Kuniibhai De'-ai and his 
faniilv m West (aimanv which were 
brought bv Sliii Moraijibhai in five 
tpeaal hovi s as his personal bag 
gage to avoid a check at the cus 
toms in iiidia Of couise Kaiitibha! 
reached India lalei aflei a visit to 
Gi'neva when he met his Israeli 
partners Messis A/iiel Lnov, Joseph 
Ilarel and Nati Rotem in the office 
of Consolidated Packers, an Israeli 
firm mentioned by me in facts dis 
closed eailiei 

If I am to reveal the names 
of all those responsible for chnehing 
the defMice deals like the Jaguars 
and the- proposed Rs 2,000 crores of 
submaiines for the Navy fiom West 
Germany Mi Jagjivan Ram will 
have to answer a good deal I chal 
iengc* the 111 to disprove the tacts 
known to me But once I had agreed 
to act foi Kantilal Desai in business 
and pohtiks 1 had very little choice 
except to be an active agent in tin 
entire pioress I am a witness tiom 
close quaiteis to the wheels of pow¬ 
er moving continuously and steadily 
to feed the lust lor money and 
against the mteiest ot the nation 
All the mtei national defence duals 
were mooted and piocessed through 
Messrs V Shaiikai Tonpe. Has 
mukh Shah of the Piime Minister’s 
Secretariat and late S Baneijee 
(Defence SecTctary) with the active 
uivolvenieiit ot Mr Jagiivan Ram 
the then Detente Minister Th 
kickbacks (payottsi were shared 
between Kantibhai and Suresh 
Kumai as also then counterparts 
abroad 

Intimate knowledge ot 
these affairs had ftightened me to , 

death and 1 deaded to leave India i 

before the return ot Morarjibhai { 

to India on 22nd Junc,1979 Further, 
my state of health was extremely 
bad and continues to be so 

Finding mvself completely 
lonely n londun and homesick, i 
sent the cable tu inv lawyei Mr R K 
'lirg Youi cojnsc Mi J P Goyi' 

fM ♦tA'’* v«s > 1 


tamed in my cable in his statement 
before the High Coutt 

Sic if 1 am a sinner, those 
in powei who had dealings with de 
fence and the destinies of this 
nation, ap" not only sinners but the 
inspiration foi tin sin 

It is in my knowledge that 
they had pcilicted this machinery 
for conuption at the lop into a fool 
proof mechanism with the hypocrisy 
of making India not loo much 
dependent on one souicc but ically 
to integrate India with Isiael ami 
hei friends in the matters ol defence 
and for this a whole tstablishnun* 
had been set up at the top in the 


Govcinment around Prime Minister 
Morarji Drsai Mr Kabh Desai had 
diosen men of his confidence 

I am bringing this aspect to 
your attention so that Parliament 
and the Government devise an ap¬ 
propriate machinery of investigation 
and enquiry so that the whole truth 
is out and appropriate action follows 

I had voluntarily offered to 
disclose the whole truth at the ear¬ 
liest opportunity, and 1 stand com 
mitted as before to do so now 

My responsibilty has indeed 
been heightened by the appropriate 
response of the Goveinment I can 
only assuie you that I will not b** 
found lacking in the cooperation 
expected ol me 1 trust you will take 
the state of my health and the dan 
gcr to my life into account to pio 
vide mo the necessary protection as 
assured 

I am also informing the 
High Court through my counse of 
this communication to you I have 
also forwaidcd a copy oi this letl/r 
to Ml 1 P Goval senior acivorate 
who liad appealed foi the Union of 
India biloie the High Court 

^ on know tin with puhli 
oty this matte I ha^ uctived T hope 
you will not misiindcistand mr if I 
take the lihiitv to plaei the lellei 
before tin publii liirough tlie Pi 
With kind! si iigaids 
Yours sinterclv 
P N llnlasubiamamam 
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Harijan-Muslim riot in Bihar Cabinet 


r is hard to believe this, hut 
there is a hanjan-Muslim co¬ 
mmunal riot gomR on right inside 
the Bihar Calunet at the mo¬ 
ment It is a shameful dis¬ 
play of partisanship and commu 
nalism. The Harijans are repre 
seated by Mr Mohan Ram and 
the Mushms by Mr Mohammad 
Sayeed Mr Sayeed is the Minis¬ 
ter for Tourism and Rehgious 
Afiairs in the Ram Sundar Das 
Government 

Now, m the umtcd Janata Gov 
emment of Karpooii Thakur, 
Mohan Ram was the Minister for 
lourism And he had used this 
opportunity to give a number ot 
Hanjans jobs in his department 
When Thakur was removed and 
the Das Government was formed 
Mohan Ram (a followei oi Babu 
Jagjivan Ram) became a Mimstei 
again, but despite his requests he 
was not given his old Ministry, 
and Saye^ got the job During 
thr last halt a do^n oi so Cabi 
net meetings the two Ministers 
have been fighting openly, creal 
ing an extraordmai j spcctach 
Not menl> do they kc<p aigumg 
but openly indulge in inteifenng 




* * 


nut ope niy 


I_ 

Mohavimad Sai/eeef 


in each other’s affairs When¬ 
ever Sayeed brings up the ques 
tion of either the transfer or 
promotion, or whatever, of any of 
his officers, Mohan Bam objects 
to whatever has been suggested 
Ibe reason is simple Saye^ is 
trving to lemove the Harijans and 
pdCK his department with Mus 
lims This has become an open 
wai between the officcis of the 
two commumties, both represen¬ 
ted by the two Ministers 
The two have managed to 
i-iiate a great deal of tension 
within the Government What is 
moie suipnving is that the other 
Ministirs are allowing this kind 
of nonsense to go on The mat- 
1(1 IS only exacei bated by what 
those Ministeis do outside the 
Cabinet meetings Ibey discuss 
the wdi with ^eir officers and 
then supporters quite openly, and 
this disease naturally tends to 
v'lp down Is a Cabinet with 
siiih Ministers in a position to 
stop the glowing inudence of 
riots — quite a lew of them now 
colouicd by a Han i in Muslim hos- 
tililv in tht Slate ' 

ARUN RANJAN Patna 





A unique book that brings Netaji and 
his mission back to life 

lhm\ S\o 2'^2pii ‘'(H) ph ti ’uiphs C loth /iiiulini' with /atkil 

TVTT^^ A TT A Pictorial 
iXJtv 1-^ 1 Biography 

Edited by Sisir Kumar Bose and Birendra Nath Sinha 

Contemporary documents with a compact, precise 
narrative providing new revelations about 
Netaji and the Indian Liberation Movement 

|l ^Hcc’; Rs 50 onl>] 

A volume that will enrich your collection 

Special commission for bool sellers only it the r iie ol 25*/, on orders for 4 copies an 1 il 
Freight and postage extra Individual buyers mav send Rs 50 in idvince and )i i ' 
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It takes two to blend. 
Two of a mind 


Like Terene' and Wool. 
Now fashionably together 
in the perfect blend. 
55/45. 

In a variety of ched^s, 
stripes, herrin^nes, 
or striking plains. . 
Outspoken or subtly 
subdued. 


Enough variety, in fact, 
to put you in two minds 
except on one point. 


Dinesh. 



Worsted Suitings 
Terene'/Wool 
in the ideal blend: 55/45 
and pure Wool Suitings. 


Exclusive trends 
in the ideal blend. 












































Smuggler or blackmail 

■ The splashij 
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The curious case of a Bombay priest 


O N August 13, 1979, at the Santa 
Cruz Airport cargo complex, an 
intriguing drama started. What 
seemed to be an fuiparently simple 
case of smuggling is fast developing 
into what appears to be a sinister 
plot at character assassination. 

Derrick D’Costa, a Goan youth 
accompanied by another man, ^pe¬ 
ered at the cargo complex with a 
bill of entry to take delivery of a 
crate addressed to Reverend Bede 
D’Costa, the Vicar of Vikroli, a 
Bombay suburb. Derrick carried a 
letter of authority, for taking the 
delivery, given to him by the Virai 
who is his uncle. The man aaom- 

a ing the youth was one Manohar 
dv, a peon in St. Joseph’s High 
Srbool, Vikroli. Reverend Bede 
D’Costa IS the principal of the school. 
The principal had asked the peon 
In accompany his nephew since the 
latter was new to Bombay, having 
recently arrived from Goa. Their 
visit to collect the crab* was the 
third bv the two men They had 
gone twice before, on August 3 and 
7, for the same puipose but were 
turned away for some unknown rea- 
«ons. 

Ihe crate had actuallv arrived in 
Bombay on July 22 Clearance for¬ 
malities had taken another ten days 
The crate, according to the mark¬ 
ings, had been sent by one “F. H. 
John, c/o Box 1778, Dubai” The 
contents as stated on the crate 
were “Printed material”. 

On August 13, customs intelligence 
olflrer G K. Karlc dended to ins¬ 
pect the contents of the crate before 
(landing it over to the two represent¬ 
atives of the priest On opening the 
crate. Derrick D’Costa and his com¬ 
panion, Jadhav, received a shock 
What was revealed within the box 
was no printed material and what 
lay in the crate were five hundred 
Japanese watches. The customs offi¬ 
cers assessed their total value at 
about Rs 1,25.000 
At the Vikroli parish. Rev. Bede 
D’Costa, busy in bis work, kept won¬ 
dering what was delaying the two 
men He was blaming himself for 
not going himself instead of sending 
the peon and his nephew. 

While ruminating thus he was 
rudely shaken by the sight of a 
possi* of customs men at nis doors 
They bad come to search bis house 
and search they did Nothing incri 


y- ! 


/ (lihrr Bedr D'Cosha 

minating, however, was found in the 
house 

The customs men then proceeded 
to question the priest closely about 
the strange parcel. Father Bede had 
straightforward answers to every 
question For him, it was quite com- 
jnon tp receive parcels from abroad 
from friends of the church and most 
contained religious literature. He 
did not necessarily know all those 
who sent the parcels since these 
were in reality intended for the 
(hurth and not for him personally 

The contiaband watches were duly 
confiscated by the customs authori¬ 
ties and the priest, his nephew and 
the peon were left undisturbed for 
the next ten days. On August 23 
Rev Bede was called to the Customs 
House and once again subjected to 
giuelling interi ogation Hie pncsl 
was, however, unable to throw any 
light on the subject and the officials 
called him once again the next day. 

The evening papers next day, 
August 24. announced on the front 
page in bold headlines the arrest of 
Father Bede D’Costa by customs offi¬ 
cials A detailed newsreport of 
events leading to the arrest appeared 
below 


The splashing of sudi sensational 
news on the front page is a routine 
business for Bombay’s evemngers.The 
news shrinks to a small innocuous 
paragraph in the next morning’s dai¬ 
lies and all is soon forgotten. Con¬ 
trary to this practioe the Father 
Bede case was blown up by the Press 
in the following days. 

Respectable residents of Vikroli, 
many of whom knew the priest pe^ 
.sonally, and a number of whose 
children studied in his school, alleg¬ 
ed that this was a sinister plot by 
a few who had close connections 
with the Bombay newspapeis. They 
had been using the columns of the 
papers to defame and malign the 
upngbt priest. 

Probing into past events before 
the smuggling case, there are rea- 
soiLs for suspicion that the contra¬ 
band was, after all. a plant and the 
customs department taken for a ride. 

Allwyn Fernandes is a staff repor¬ 
ter of I'hc Tmes of India (TOI) On 
Maich 17 this year Father Bedo 
througli his lawyer had issued a 
notice to the printer and publisher 
of the 'TOI as well as to Allwyn Fer¬ 
nandes for publishing an article 
which spoke of corruption and dis 
honesty on the part of Father Bede 
(At the time of writing the matter 
IS still under correspondence bet¬ 
ween the lawyers of the priest and 
the TOI). 

On August 24 when Father Bede 
was called to the Customs Bouse in 
Fort area little did be suspect that 
be was to be arrested Yet on his ar¬ 
rival there he was surprised to find 
Mr Allwyn Fernandes, a Press ^hoto- 
giaphei and some others obviously 
awaiting some important develop¬ 
ment It IS worth noting that till 
then even the discovery of the con¬ 
tiaband at the airport cargo complex 
was a closely guarded secret by the 
customs. In tnc circumstances it is 
curious how the news could have ap¬ 
peared in the eveningers of the same 
day which in reality is in the final 
stage of being printed at the very 
time when the customs authorities 
were completing their interrogation 
of Fr. Bede and were going through 
the formalities before arresting him. 

W HEN a large amount of contra¬ 
band is seized, it is a normal 
practice to publish photographs of 
the seized goods. Not mudi impor¬ 
tance is given to the suspdets even 
though in some cases they may be 
important persons like diplomats, 
airline crew, or smnethnes members 
of the law themselves. In Father 
Bede’s case, however, the contra¬ 
band was overlooked, and large pho¬ 
tographs of the pnest appearing in 
court alter his arrest were puUished 
in the next morning’s newspapers. 
Thpre is little dniiht thut this is 






Sunt Malho' 


an effort to keep Father Bede in the 
«(lare of publicity. For instance, 
there was a three-column item in 
one of the dailies highlighting a 
secret meeting between Ham 

lethmalani, an eminent lawyer and 
ex-Member of Parliament aim Ardi- 
bishop Simon Pimenta to discuss the 
defence of Father Bede. It was 
alleged in the report that Mr Jeth- 
malani had been offered support in 
the next elections if he took the 
case. Mr Jetbmalani has, however, 
denied the meeting. 

Following on the heels of the 
smuggling case, priests in distant 
Bandra working in the Father Agnel 
Ashram have been reprimanded by 
Archbishop Simon Pimenta. Sixteen 
priests of the Ashram have been 
deprived of their priestly duties. 
This action has been resented by Fr. 
C. Rodrigues, the managing director 
of th( Ashram. 

It IS important to recall that it 
was Father Bede D’Costa who, over 
a year ago, was the first to launch 
an open attack on the affairs of the 
Ashram and the handling of its 
huge liinds. Tins led to a split among 
the iollowcrs of the Ashram with 
the ecclesia.sticdl heirarchy of Bom¬ 
bay taking the side of Father Bede. 
While in the camp opposed to Father 


Bede there are 'men who have band¬ 
ed themselves together under vari¬ 
ous institutional names for certmn 
reasons unconnected with the affairs 
of the Ashram. There is, for ins¬ 
tance, the “Committee of Truth, 
Justice and Peace” based in the Ag- 
ncl Ashram itself. Among its 
members are Mr Lawrence Fernan¬ 
des, father of Allwyn, and othor 
residents of Vikroli parish and 
nearby areas. Then there is a rival 
Parents’ Association of St. Joseph’s 
School which has carried on a sus¬ 
tained campaign against Father 
Bede. Amongst its members, there 
are quite a few who have their own 
axe to grind against Father Bode. 
For instance, there is Jagdish .Shetty 
who runs a school up to the primary 
.stage. He had sought Father Bede’s 
consent for an automatic admission 
of his pupils to St. Joseph’s School. 
Father Bede had not agreed to this 
request. There i.s yet another who 
runs a tailoring cstablLshment. He 
had been refused a contract for 
stitching school uniforms. Jagdish 
Shetty’s father, known to be in 
opposition to Father Bede, works in 
the airport cargo complex. 


S N WAGLF, Bombay 


pro-Pakistan Front members to dis¬ 
rupt the game. But the match, at one 
stage, was almost off. Earlier the 
Front, which has its headquarters in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan, had reported¬ 
ly sent a telegram to the Australian 
Prime Minister, Malcolm Fraser con¬ 
veying their threat to kill the touris¬ 
ts if the match was played. Accor¬ 
dingly the Australian Cricket Board 
had advised the cridieters not to 
play. They changed their decision 
later when the Indian Government 
assured them of elaborate security- 
arrangements. Intelligence authori¬ 
ties had intercepted some letters 
written by Amman UUah to his sup¬ 
porters in Kashmir in which he had 
directed them to create disturbances 
in the State so that the Kashmir 
issue would be kept alive in inter¬ 
national forums. Although the Front 
has its base in the State it has been 
unable to operate and is making 
frantic efforts to “scuttle Indo-Kasb- 
mir relations” through some locally 
hired agents The organisation, how¬ 
ever. has not been successful so far. 
The Front which doqs not recognise 
Jammu and Kashmir State as a part 
of India, felt that if the Australian 
cricket team played in the State it 
would amount to the recognition of 
the State as a part of India. This 
was publicised through posters whidi 
appeared on walls and lamp-POSts on 
August 31, the day the tourists arriv¬ 
ed. These handwritten posters threa¬ 
tened “to make the three^lay cricket 
match between the visiting Austra¬ 
lian team and the North Zone impos- 
.sible". The bogey of the “Kashmir 
problem” wa.s also revived in the pos¬ 
ters 

Whatever tension and uncertainty 
might have been created before the 
match bv the threats was totally ab¬ 
sent at the sylvan Amar Singh Club 
Stadium on the bank of the silent 
Jhelum. Thousands of cricket fans 
from all over the State and different 
parts of the country thronged the 
stadium for three days. Nearly 25,000 
fans witnessed the match and there 
was hardly a vacant scat. The Jammu 
and Kashmir Cricket Association 
evolved a novel method of accommo¬ 
dating cricket fan.s by turning long 
deudhar sleepers into rows for seat¬ 
ing and an extraordinary feature 
was that nut a single nail had been 
used for constructing the long ben¬ 
ches. 

'the credit tor the matcli goes to 
the Union Education Minister, Dr 
Karan Siiigh, who had, on the initia¬ 
tive of Dr Farooq Abdullah, the 
chairman of the organising commit¬ 
tee. asked the Government agencies 
to be alert. The intelligence agencies 
rounded up around 1,000 anti-nation¬ 
al element^ from different parts of 
the Valley. The Australian tourists 
were not worried. Said team mana¬ 
ger. Bob Merriman: “Let us forget 
it (the threat by the Front). We bad 
come here to play cricket which we 
did in a pleasant and peaceful atmos¬ 
phere.” 


0 P GANJU SnnaQa* 


Not quite cricket 


Pakistan queers the pitch 

F rom faraway Manouester 
in England, Amman UUah, the 
chief of the Jammu and Kashmir 
Liberation Front, almost succeeded 
in disrupting the first cricket match 
of the touring Australian team 


against the North Zone when it was 
recently held (August 31 to Septem¬ 
ber 4) in Srinagar. This was the first 
ever visit by a touring foreign team 
to the Kashmir Valley and the State. 
Elaborate and timely measures taken 
by the Jammu and Kashmir State in¬ 
telligence and police authorities with 
the cooperation of the Indian secu¬ 
rity forces foiled all attempts by the 



■•.'.’t.riiv measvres undertaken durma the match 


A friend passes away 

Irish rebels deal a brutal blow 


destroyer. Kelly, sunk by German 
bombers. The Earl had left detailed 
instructions for his funeral add in 
accordance with his desires, Rudyard 
Kipling’s Recessional Hymn was 
sung. 

Lord Mountbatten, as Admiral of 


L ord MOUNXBArrEN, or "UncIe 
Dickie" as he was known in the 
English Royal family, liked to quote 
from G. K. Chesterton ; "Father 
Brown laid down his cigar and said 
carclully, Tt isn’t that they can’t 
see the solution. 11 is that they 
can’t see the problem’.’’ Whether 
Uncle Dickie would have said the 
same thing about the Irish problem 
or not, the piuvisiunal wing of the 
Irish Republican Army with their 
massacrcs’on Bloody Monday (August 
27, 1979) did achieve their most 
cherished objective : that of getting 
international publicity. Whether 
they will b«‘ able to force the British 
out of their "own" Northern Ireland 
is another matter altogether. The 
killing of the ?9-ycar-old "genial and 
friendly’’ man in a bomb blast aboard 
his boat ".Shadow V’’ at Mullagh- 
more. Countv Sligo in the Ircsh Re 
public stunned the world. More 
stunning m‘ws was to follow. In an 
explosion at Warrenpoint, 3S miles 
south of Belfast near the Ulster bor¬ 
der, possibly 17 to 24 soldiers from 
the Second Parachute Regiment were 
killed when their three-lorry convoy 
was destroyed due to the detonation 
of a mine hidden in a load of hay. 

Lord Louis Mountbatten was on 
his annual visit to his Irish home, 
Classiebawn Castle, 12 miles from 
the border of Korthern Ireland which 
be had been visiting every year for 
the last 35 years. He and six others 
were in the 30-foot "Shadow V’’ when 
it exploded only five minutes after 
it went out of the harbour. When 
a group of small boats went out to 
recover the bodies, the Earl was al¬ 
ready dead. The others who were 
seriously injured were Lady Bra 
bourne (Lord Mountbatten’s daugh¬ 
ter) her husband Lord Brabourne and 



Earl Mounlballen of Burma from 
a pfuHoffraph lakeri in 1944 as 
Chief of Southeast Asia Command 


mourners among whom were royalty 
and di.s-tinguished dignitaries It 
was the largest congregation sinte 
the tuncral of (ieorge VI in I9f>2. 
Among the rovalty were six kings, 
three queens, nine princes and prin¬ 
cesses and the Grand Duke Jean of 
Luxenilmuig who w<-re all related to 
him. In front ol the coffin was “Dol 
ly" the the 22 year old now mount- 
le.ss black mare of the F.arl In the 
still ups of the hor.se. Lord Mount 
batten’.s jackboots had bi-en placed 
reversed In the proce.s.sion were 
the survi\ois of Lord Mountbatten’.s 


the Fleet, was still on active duty 
when he was murdered. A career 
spanning over many years had end¬ 
ed when he had retired as Chief of 
Defence Staff in 1965. As the last 
Viceroy to India he performed the 
onerous task of transferring power 
prior to the granting of Indepcnd 
ence in 1947. The Atlee Government 
gave him 16 months to bring the 
British Raj to an end but he com¬ 
pleted thr* task in five. 'To Indians 
he was always a spcaal friend. Said 
President Reddy in his message of 
condolence to the Queen : “He will 
dlway.s occupy a plate ol honour 
among India's friends and well- 
wishers.” And India did show her 
.sorrow. ITie (Jovcinmciit announced 
.seven days of national mourning 
And in the funcial, foi which the 
Earl had made plans in 1976, all thi‘ 
countries whose soldiers had served 
under him in the Sec-ond World War 
— nearly 40 — were represented. 
Along with the Indian Vice President 
Mr M. Hidavatullah there was Mis 
Vijayalakshmi Pandit, lepresenting 
the Nehru family who were the late 
Earl’s tlo.se li lends, and Mr G. S. 
Dliillon the former Speaker of the 
Lok Subha The Chief of the Indian 
Naval Staff, Admiral R L. Pereiia 
wa.s among the eight pall-bearer.s 
chosen from five countries — Bii- 
laiii, the USA. France, Burma and 
Indiu. A contingent of 30 oflicer.s of 
the Indian armed fortes also took 
part III the funeral ccremonv The 
Latl's Indian connection was certain¬ 
ly more than clear when the naval 
advisei at India House, Commodore 
Uuba.sh, was given the honour of 
carrying one of the Earl’s decora¬ 
tions, the Knight Commander of the 
Star of India. 


his mother the* Dowagi*r Lady Bia- 
bourne. His grandson^ Timothy, and 
the boatman, 17-ycar-old Paul Max 
well, were instantly killed in the ex 


The saddest cut 


pio.sion Paul’s death was most_ 

ft Mountbatten 

The Royal Family began mourn¬ 
ing imnu'diately after the news of TTABIB AHMED is in the same the credit for his present position to 

his death wa.s learnt. When the RAI' O profession as his lather Nasir his father’s favourite client. Lord 

Hercules brought the bodies from Ahmed, but there is a world of dif- Mountbatten. “Without Lord Mount- 

Dublin to Eastleigh Airport in ference. Nasir Ahmed was a barber, batten’s help I would have been how- 

Southamptnn the Duke of Edinburgh albeit a very distinguished one who here’’, he says with humility, 

and Prince Charles were there to has shaved the chins and trimmed It all started when Habib was 17 
receive them. The three simple cof- the locks of soms; of India’s foremost and still a schoolboy. While walking 

tins bearing the mortal remains of political figures. Habib is no ordi- in Connaught Place he spied a foreign 

Lord Ixims Mountbatten. Dowager nary hairdresser: he terms himself lady with long shiny blonde hair, 

I,ady Brabourne and Nicholas Knat- as a “stylist” and works in fhe plush beautifully curled, coming out of the 

chbull. the Karl's gramison. were environment ol Delhi’s five-star hotel, “Roy and James” saloon. “I just 

put on three Daimler hearses and Oberoi Intercontinental. By now couldn’t take my eyes'^f the lady's 

taken to the Broadlands, On the Habib has worked under the great hair. It struck me like a bolt of 

way, comments against the IRA were names in the world of hair-styling lightning that what I wanted to be 

heard. An old Catholic woman see- including Vidal Sasoon of London and in life was a lady’s hairdresser”. He 

ing the Union Jack-draped coffin of Alexandre of Paris. He himself is made enquiries and discovered that 

the Earl asked . “Why you, air? establiriiing quite a reputation in there were no courses in haii dre»- 

Oh why you’’” Delhi’s diplomatic circles and among sing in Delhi. Finally his father 

At the funeral ceremony in West- socialites for his knack with the decided to write a letter to Ua old 



The relationship between Lord 
Mountbatten and his barber was a 
curious one. Nasir Ahmed spoke 
only a smattering of English, the 
then Viceroy knew almost no Hindi 
but all the same the two managed 
to communicate very well and estab¬ 
lish a friendship. In his position as 
barber to the Viceroy, Nasir had 
worked earlier for Lord Linlithgow 
and Lord Wavell, but with I.ord 
Mountbatten he struck up a special 
rapport. Mountbatten had a charm 
all of his own and took a personal 
interest in every member of his 'taflF, 
according to Nasir. Before he left 
India. Mountbatten wrote to Pandit 
Nehru asking him to take care of 
Nasir. Every time Mountbatten visi¬ 
ted India he would always write to 
his barber and ask him to look him 
up. When Na.sir asked Mountbat- 
ten's help for Habib, the eldest of 
nine children, the former Viceroy 
promised to do his best. He called 
Habib, then a shy .schoolboy, to visit 
him at Rashtrapati Bhawan and made 
arrangements for the boy to work 
at the “Roy and James" saloon. After 
a year of work as an apprentice, 
Habib got admission to a hairdress¬ 
ing school in London and raised 
necessary fare with the help of ms 
employer. But in those days of the 
P-form system,it was difficult to get 
permission to go abroad. Mountbat¬ 
ten wrote a letter to the then Finance 
Minister, Mr Morarji Desai, on be¬ 
half of his protege. He pointed out 
ttat a foreign-trained hairdresser 
would be an asset in,a city like Delhi 
with a large clientele of diplomats 
and tourists. He added that his 
daughter, Patricia Brabourne, had 
been much impressed by Habib’s 
skills during her last viat. The nor¬ 
mally rigid Mr. Desai, agreed to 
make a special concession for Habib. 
The Mountbatten letter however, 
generated a lot of publicity with the 
result that a question was asked In 
Parliament as to why the rules were 


not being implemented in Habib’s 
case. Habib quickly left the amntry 
before he lost his precious P-form. 

In London. Habib found the going 
tough at first. He woiked eight 
hours at the beauty .school and an- 



SIET stnidents on strtKe 


^ other eight hours earning his keep 
~ with odd jobs. Besides it was em¬ 
barrassing being the only iQ.ale in a 
class of 20 sophisticated females. 
Mountbatten who was his sponsor in 
England did not forget Habib, invit¬ 
ed him over to tea and asked him 
to come and see him if he was ever 
in difficulty. Even after Habib’s re¬ 
turn to India Mountbatten kept up 
his friendly interest in the youth and 
was pleased to see the change that 
had come over the boy who was no 
longer a gauche youngster but could 
hold his own in the best company. 

The news of Mountbatten’s death 
last month has upset Habib who was 
expecting to see hifh in India in a 
few months. He fears that 
his father, at the moment in 
Pakistan i.s very depressed to learn 
about the way bis old master was 
killed. 

Habib recalled that his father used 
to describe Mountbatten as gentle 
and kind and “friendly to everyone 
without any trace of snobbery". 
During the dark days of Partition 
Lady Edwina would visit every house 
on the Viceregal estate, including the 
very poorest to ensure that every 
one was fine. The Mountbattens 
even sent their personal car to bring 
some of Ahmed’s relatives to 
safety from far-flung parts of Delhi. 

ABHA KAPOOR. New Delhi 


g nX) Mi Basheer Ahmed, 80 year-old 
" founder ol the Siet, one of the 
must prc.stigious and conservative 
wuinen’s colleges in Madras, dispara¬ 
gingly called ‘ Nawab of ’renyampet" 
by the students, it was unimaginable 
tfiat the girls who weren’t even 
allowed to wear sleeveless blouses or 
even mildv revealing sarees (that 
too in an a 11-women college) bad so 
much spunk to defy all his efforts 
to scuttle their strike. For once in 
the. academic history of Madras, stu¬ 
dents, teachers and non-teaching 
staff stayed put till the very end of 
the .strike on August 18 when Bas¬ 
heer Ahmed accepted roost of their 
demands. 

'The students’ demands included 
withdrawal of existing dress regula¬ 
tions, an elected students’ union, 
setting up of a hostel committee exm- 
sisting of students for the manage¬ 
ment of the hostel and also to ms- 
pcct the accounts, pruvision of a 
milk bar, telephone booth, etc. The 
teachers, who were the instigators of 
the strike, wanted the college to ac¬ 
cept the UGC scheme: as per the 
old scheme the teachers were un¬ 
derpaid to the extent of Rs. 2^ 
(tutors) and Rs. 400 (lecturers and 
professors), full retirement benefits 
for employees and cancellation of the 


The petticoat revolt 

Are Madras college girls schoolchildren ? 
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dismissal of Mr Pasha, a aon teach 
ing staff member 
Boys from a uty coUcge pledged 
full support to the Sict girls in their 
own ‘blood’ A number of AUT 
(Association of University Teachers) 
members joined the relay fast, drum 
ming up support for the fasting tea 
chers and students Ihayabe Namazi 
pre^dent of the Student Majhs (no 
elected assembly was ever allowed) 
foiled all attempts by the beleaguer 
cd basheci Ahmed to turn the strug 
gle into an attack on a minority ms 
titution “In nominating me they 
made a mistake”, said Namazi a 
final year hterature student” '*Thc 
management thought that 1 too would 
be yet another obsequious spineless 
student leader”, she added 
Throughout the strike Basheer 
Ahmed tried to tell the pubhc 
through elaborate advertisements 
that there were other women s 
colleges in Madias and if the girls 
didn t hke the institution’s regula 
tions they needn’t have opted foi 
Siet Said one student leader “Many 
of the girls have got in here after 
paying stiff donations Despite the 
generous petro dinars collected b\ 
the managcmint from West 
Asia and also handsome donations 
fiom Muslim philanthropists the 
institution IS run as yet another edu 



Sludenl Utidrr Ihayabe Namozt 

ca^ionai lackct As foi us demanding 
some lights now Iheit s such a thing 
as realising the degradation we’ve 
been submitted to” The students* 
and teachers’ dimands were submit 
ted in luly but * bashei i Ahmed 
kept thinking that hi d siitrted in 
making ^iit into an institution like 
the ones you’d find in today s Iran’ 
The defiant mood of the girls was 
evident in the slogans written in t.ii 
all over the buildings Populai nui 
sery rhymes win twisted to concoct 
pi oust slog Ills III! management 
will have to loiigli up nothing less 
than Rs I") 000 to repaint the rolh e 
ARTHUR PAIS M^ih is 


Horse that 
beat a train 

S OME traditions die hard. At 
least the one iollowed by the 
old nlirens of likamgarh on the 
Lalitpur Bhopal loute. It is not 
surprising to see horse-riders get¬ 
ting down to pay their silent tri¬ 
bute to a stone and hme image of 
a horse under a neem tree near 
Tikamgarh. For the peoale the 
thieefoot stone horse is alive. 

The reason for this tribute 
dates back to the days of the 




Maharaia of Tikamgarh, Pratap' 
Singh Although he maintained 
friendly relations with the BritlA i 
rulers, espcaally Lord Curzon, he 
was a traditionahst who did not 
bchevc in the spirit of the mo¬ 
dern times He was against the 
introduction of speedy trains and 
believed in his old faithful horse, 
’Maharaia’ Once the British po- 
hticai agent went to see bun with 
a proposal for mtroduang railway 
trams in his estate. Faihng to 
convinci Pratap Singh about the 
uUhiy ol tiams the agent thought 
he bad played his trump card 
when be spoke ol the speed 
Since the Maharaja was more 
keeu to prove that bis horse could 
run fastei than a train, a race 
was organised. The train ^d 
the horse were to race for a dis 
tance of nearly 43 kms — from 
Lalitpur to Karonda — between 
four stations If the horse wra, 
all the fout stations and the 
neighbouring villages would be 
attached to the Tikamgarh estate 
And if the Biitish train won, the 
Englishmen would be permitted 
to lai ihi idilway hue The royal 
horse did win the race and by 
wide margin In fact, the tram 
only reached Dhoura station, (a 
distance of 26 kras from the start 
infii point) when the race ended 
While on its way back from 
Tikamgaih the noble beast 
breathed its last under the neem 
tree Tht grateful Maharaja ins 
tailed a statii” of his faithful 
horse about thric kilometres from 
iikamgarh on the Tikamgarh — 
Kundeshwar road 

JYOTI PRAKASH Jabdlpur 












A time for the reckoning 

BHOLA CHATTERJI describes the reasons behind King Birendra's 
decisions to hold a referendum 


S ddikmss enveloped 
the sequestered valley 
of Kathmandu on May 
23. leapmK tongues of 

_ flame lent a macabre 

touch to the scent In Iht eeiie 
light ot the burning buildings one 
rould see a mass of dehant humanity 
on the move Violence and arson 
convulsed the utv its 700 man pohee 
fotre outnumbeied and outmanoeuv¬ 
red helplessly looked on Iheie was 
no trace of authonty anvwheie lo 
ill appeal ances the situation had 
gone completely out of the adminis 
tration’s control 

The battle lines had been drawn 
There was apparently nothing that 
rould stop the advancing hoides ot 
angrv men fiom setting the Bagmati 
on hie Between them and the 
legally constituted Govcinment every 
piotective bariiei had suddenly 
(tumbled exposing the lattei to the 
fury of the foimei It was indeed 
touch an^ go whether the 34 year 
old Shri Panch Mahaiaiadhirai 
Biiendia Hu Bikram Shah Dev tenth 
III line of the Shah Kings of Nepal 
and a living incai nation of Vishnu 
would survive the ordeal The King 
looked about himsc-lf made some 
quick calculations and called out the 
armv to ensuie that Kathmandu was 
not foi burning 

On that evening Nepal stood at the 
crossioads Nevei sum lh< I9‘50'>l 
I evolution thi undisputed leader of 
which was Bishweshwar Prasad 
Koiiala so far the country s hrst and 
the last elected Prinu Minister bad 
the ruggedly beautiful land of the 
intrepid Guikhi tucccl such a tiying 
situation It was no seciet that one 
einng sUp on the part of tbi young 
monatch would be enough to cost 
him his throne plus something more 
Away III his secludtd study the woi 
lud King took humid counsel with 
a lew sdect adviscis (om ot whom 
presumably was his young shiipwit 
ted but eliisivi Puss seticlaiy ( iiii in 
lhapa) had a pioclamatioii hnalised 
and g ivi Ills assent to it 

^uhscquint ihvtiupniints took al 
most tveiv Ni pall SI tiii/tn biiath 
away Ovii th< countiywidc net 
work of Hadio Nepal came the dis 
tine I void of th< King on May 24 
moining In a level tom the Lion 
liaiiriid lokyu t ducited King Biren 
dia aiinounctd that a national le 
tiMendiiin would be held to ascei 
lain the people s yiews on the most 
vexed issue oi thi dav -what should 
bi the futuu shape of the country s 
sssliiii ot polity fie went on to as 
SUM lilt iKoptc Ihat on the basis of 
univcisal adult tranchise cveiy 
4 '> 


Nepalese would be entitled to say 
whethei as the King put it, “we 
should letain the present panchayat 
system with suitable reforms or 
whcthei we should set up a multi 
Pai ty system of Govci nment ” 
lew Nepalese had imagined that 
the situation could take such a 



S P Kotrala 


diiiiiiiK tuin I oi iiiaily 18 years 
till I'll tills panchaval democracy 
Mhidithi lat( King Mahendra father 
ot till PM s« lit King lutiudured altei 
tlissolvm (hi cuuntiy fiist elected 
PiiluiiKiit (lispiising the Govein 
mint iiid nil stun Piimt Ministei 
It 1' Konili had ruled the loast 
III pill ot now conicrned now 
spill idle lull mat opposition violent 
IS well as nun violent to and muid 
ixtiinil uiticism ot the Paityless 
panch IV It system the Palace had 
all along sung its piaiscs It King 
Mahi ndr i w is sold on the hue that 
thi PartyUss panchayat democracy 
was the only answer to the nation’s 
pioblem oi politiis King Birendra 
insisted following his succession to 
the thi one that it was 'based on 


people's consert and sustained by 
people’s aspirations ” 

Fven as late as last December 
King Birendia waxed eloquent on 
the viitues of the Paityless pancha 
yat system In his address to the 
nation on Constitution Day (Decern 
hei 15) last yeai ^he went on lecoid 
with the obseivation that the pan 
ihayat system “had not only laid the 
ioundation of democracy in Nepal 
but had also been upholding the 
ideas and ideals of the lights of man 
as embodied in the llnitcd Nations 
Chaiter ’ Speaking in the same vein 
he tmpliasi/td that the medium of 
Paitylissniss has enabled us not only 
to pieserve the sovcieignty of our 
mothciland but has ilso helped us 
ill to move along a roid to econo 
piK dt V (lopmi nt Above all so 
kmnlv diclaicd the King ‘ it is a 
system that belongs to the people” 
and therefore ‘ no individual how 
ever impoitant will be allowed to 
go against the will and aspirations 
of thi people ” That this impliatlv 
lefeired to B P Kouala the king 
dom's most uncompromising crusader 
tor democracy as it is rationally 
unde 1 stood none was too dense to 
gracp 

Between the Kings Clonstitution 
Dav address and his announcement 
of a leferendum it was not a great 
distance in teims of time Not so 
otherwise Most Nepalese were as 
founded to be suddenly told that the 
panchayat system was not quite as 
sairosanrt as they had all these 
years been enjoined to believe 
What made them sit up. however, 
was the loval declaration that they 
could if they so desired replace it by 
I multi Party system notwithstand 
mg that this was until recently 
bianded as the source of all evil 

Others apait even a hard boiled 
politician like Ganesh Man Singh 
the second most impoitant man in 
the Nepali Congress egme posthaste 
to R P Koirala only to tell him that 
he found it difficult to persuade him 
self about the truth of the loyal pro 
rlamatinn He confessed that he 
little dreamt that the King would 
pivi up even before the overture had 
been played He was of course not 
the only Nepalese who looked as 
kance at the royal proclamation, who 
thought that it was no more than a 
(lever ploy The common belief was 
that the King badly needed a breath 
mg spare so that the Partyless pan 
c hay at system could be shored up 
thi faithfuls marshalled and a stage 
m inaged referendum held to pro 
du<p the desired verdict 












HAT wu more or lew 
the point I had mooted 
in the coune of a lontt 
oonversatioa with B. P. 
Koirala on July 4 at 
Banarae. In reply to a question 
whether King Birendra was sincere 
about tlw referendum proclamation 
B. P. Koirala emphatically said "yes”. 
His considered opinion was that the 
King's “decision” to hold a referen¬ 
dum "was not a strategem on his 
part” and that he (Koirala) had “ab¬ 
solutely no doubt about his bona 
fides.” Further questioned whether 
the hard realities of hfe warranted 
his unreserved certificate of good in¬ 
tention and statesmanship to the 
King, B. P. Koirala answered in the 
affirmative. He made it clear that 
he had no doubt that the King would 
abide by the people’s verdict in 
favour of a muHi-Party system. In 
the words of B. P. Koirala. the King 
had made up his inind that "the 
people should be taken into confi¬ 
dence. they shouM get the power” 
and that he should reign and not 
rule "by virtue of not the strength 
of his army but hy that of the peo¬ 
ple’s affection and regard for him.” 
The former Prime Minister empha¬ 
sised that the King had withdrawn 
his support to the protagonists of the 
panchayat system and that he would 
accept the status of a constitutional 
monarch .symbolising the sovereignty 
of the State. . „ 

The long and the short of B. P. 
Koirala’s argument was that a com¬ 
bination of factors, internal and ex¬ 
ternal had remorselessly driven King 
Birendra into a po.siUon that resem¬ 
bled the one his grandfather, the 
late King Tribhuvan, had to encoun¬ 
ter some.three decades ago. It may 
be recalled that the last Rana Prime 
Minister, Mohun Shumsher. in his 
bid to perpetuate his family’s mono- 
ooly of power, not only comi»elled 
King Tribhuvan to seek refuge in 
India in 1950 but illegally enthroned 
his infant grandson Gyanendra. 
younger brother of the King Biren¬ 
dra. To get out of the blind alley 
King Tribhuvan had only one course 
open before him — extend support 
to the Nepali Congress-led 1950-51 
revolution This was precisely what 
he did and did not regret it later. 
The successful culmination of the 
revolution enabled him to regain his 
throne, even as it liberated the 
people from the despotic Rana rule. 
Though King Birendra's case was 
not similar in every detail, he also 
faced nothing short of a challenge 
to his throne. This closed all bis 
options except that of casting in bis 
lot with the people, as B. P. Koirala 
would like to pul it 
Opinions may differ regarding his 
assessment of the Nepalese situation. 
The casual observer might be inclin¬ 
ed to suggest that the former Prime 
Minister's imagination ran away 
with him. The apparent is not real. 
B. P. Koirala did not spin a yarn to 
rationalise his current political line 
of reconciliation with the King. A 
close look at the Nepalese scene 
would indeed confirm that "there 
ere more things in heaven and earth 
...than might be dreamt of in your 


philosophSf". Recollect for a moment 
the sequence of events that brought 
about the eruption on May 23 even¬ 
ing. Not in recent memory, had the 
otherwise placid Kathmandu valley 
witnessed such a challenging de¬ 
monstration of organised violence 
that did not enjoy the support of the 
Nepali Congress. At any rate, not 
since December 16, 1960. Large 
ci'owds of rebellious men roamed 
the city .streets determined to give 
the regime hell. Any perceptible 
observer could see that events had 
overtaken King Birendra. leaving 
him with no alternative to calling 
out the army. That was a step which 
he hated most to take and not with¬ 
out reason. 

If the threads of th? story arc 
gathered up it would be evident that 



King Birendra 


the whole thing started with an al¬ 
most inconspicuous protest again:^ 
the police lathi charge on a students' 
march to the Pakistani Einbass.v on 
April 6 to condemn the execution of 
former Pakistani Prime Minister 
/ulfikar Ali Bhutto. The period bet¬ 
ween then and the May 23 evening 
outburst saw more turbulent student 
demonstrations, protest marches and 
workers' .stiikei in various parts of 
the country. Which brought the 
only respon.se that is to be expected 
from any authoritarian regime any¬ 
where in' the world — increasing use 
of the stick and the gun. That add 
ed fuel to the flame.s, lengthening 
the casually list. 

The ring dance of terioi and coun- 
tei-terror precipitated a crisis that 
closed all the King’s options except 
ordering the army to step in. But it 
did! not take him long to get an idea 
of the forces and factors he was up 


ggninst He could well npnredgtd 
that by throvring the army Into the 
breach he would not be able to 
resolve the problem. On the con¬ 
trary, the logic of the first step 
would have to be followed by the 
successive steps that would even¬ 
tually require him to cashier the 
Government, directly assume the 
reins of power and allow the army 
to run the riiow. 

I HIS King Birendra was 
determined to avoid. For 
he was aware that this 
was precisely what the 

_{forces of destabilisation 

were awaiting in order to get theii 
own way. That is. the anti-King 
Birendra forces, which bad their 
allies in the royal family and which 
en.ioyed external support and patron¬ 
age, would in collusion with the dis¬ 
affected elements in the higher 
echelon of the army command call 
for a showdown. The apprehension 
was that these forces would make a 
determined bid to oust King Birendra 
and place on the throne a man of 
their choice, a particular member of 
the royal family. And the referen¬ 
dum proclamation was mean) to pre¬ 
empt this well-orchestrated move. 

The King had barely 12 hours’ 
time, between the calling oul of the 
army and his May 24 morning 
broadcast without prior announce¬ 
ment (which was contrary to the 
norm followed in the case of a royal 
broadcast) to decide his course of 
action. 'The question' was : should 
he take on the forces arrayed against 
him at the risk to the throne or re¬ 
tain it by returning to the people 
what was theirs. Shorn of verbiage. 
King Birendra had to choose between 
the crown and the panchayat .system, 
and he chose to sacrifice the latter. 
Kathmandu's knowledgeable sonroes 
confirm thal the referendum proposal 
had no takers in the royal family' 
except King Birendra and his spouse. 

Of course hard evidence to prove 
this may not at the moment be easy 
to come by. But if the public utter¬ 
ances and a.sides of the principal 
actor.s (defenders as well as antago¬ 
nists of the panchayat .system) in the 
current drama arc sifted, the pieces 
of the puzzle would fall into place. 
Suffice it (o say that B. P. Koirala. 
much as his traducers might accuse 
him of having compromised his posi¬ 
tion. would not without reason re¬ 
peatedly empha.si/- that the rcfereii 
diini proclamation was not a hoax, 
that the King had none but the 
people to fall back on. Sure enough, 
he was not really absent-minded 
when he told me as recently as on 
.Inly 4 that King Birendra "did not 
li.t\c any alternative to what he did 
on May 24 when he announced a 
reteicndum.’’ And, said B. P. Koira- 
1 .1, "I firmly believe that the King 
li.is acted in a .spirit of accommoda¬ 
tion, accepted our line and that be 
lias walked over to our side," Is 
there reason to .suspect that the for¬ 
mer Prime Minister does not know 
what he is talking about? Or that 
he has gone oil his rocker? No. 
certainly not. ■ 
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CONVERSATIONS 


Jana Sangh and RSS want 
riots, to get Hindu votes 


Karpoori Thakur, the former Chief 
Minuter of BOutr and the man who 
it leading the Janata (S) campaign 
in Bihar, hat already begun his work. 
Karpoori Thakur it that rare kind of 
politician whose personal honesty in 
money metiers cannot be doubted: 
he still lives simply, and his vHlage 
home hat not teen any improvement 
even after three successful decades 
in politics. He himself has never lost 
an election since 1952, and he has 
contested every time, whether for the 
Bihar Assembly or Parliament. M. J. 
AKBAR met him in Patna. 


E Who do you ihmk will 
he able to win in Bihar 
in the coming elections? 

A: The answer is sim¬ 
ple: because the majority 
of the people are with us, and de¬ 
feat or victOTy depends on the num¬ 
ber of votes. 

Q: Do you think that victory is 
achieved if a majority of peo¬ 
ple support a Parly? Here, rigging 
also helps those who eventually tvin. 

A: Of course, there are dangers. 
There is booth<apturing on a large 
scale; this is a major disease, stop¬ 
ping voters from reaching the booths, 
five Mople get together and “vote” 
for the whole village. Then, the esta¬ 
blishment is against us. And we have 
always been short ot funds. The 
I’arty to which people like me have 
belonged to, the Sodaiist Party, has 
always been short of funds. But des¬ 
pite all this, a new awakening has 
oomc to Bihar, and this has come 
since the reservation. To this has 
now been added Chaudhury Sabah’s 
Prime Ministership. The villagers are 
convinced that their future lies with 
Chaudhury Sabah. The cxdtenient. 
the faopl^ the fervour that I have 
seen in the villages convinces me 
that despite all our handicaps we 
will win. 

Q: But don't you think that the 
upper castes and the administration 
will try and slop you in every con¬ 
ceivable way? 

A There will be an effort. But 
among the upper castes there are 
many, many good people, fair peo¬ 
ple, honest people, who will not 
stoop to any dishonesty. There are 
also some who will be dishonest, but 
We will win despite such persons. 

0 VViU you also use the latht? 

A No, there should not be any 
use of the lathi in an election. The 
election.^ roust be peaceful. But our 
.supporters must be prepared. We 
want a peaceful election, a just elec¬ 
tion, a free ciectfon—bt|t if.anyone 
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tries to stop this, we will challenge 
them. We will not allow onesided 
oppression, one-sided violence—to 
tolerate this is cowardice. 

Q; Do you think this is going to 
be Bihar's most rholent ^emion? 

A: Elections have always been 
violent in Bihar. But if I feel that 
if from the very beginning we per¬ 
suade the voters that violence is not 
in their interest, then we can pre¬ 
vent bloodshed. There will be some 
people who will try to create trouUe, 
but large-scale violence can be pre¬ 
vented. 

O' What do you think of the 
prospects of your eld Party—the 
Janata Party —m Bihar? 

A: Theie is no Janata ParW left, 
it is now only the RSS-Jana Sangfa. 
There were five gbatahs in the Ja¬ 
nata. One portion of the CFD re¬ 





mains in the Janata, but the larger 
portion, the organisation, has come 
out with Mr H. N. Bahuguna. Jag- 
jivan Babu has MPs but no workers. 
So the CPU’s role Is negligible. 
Then, the fourth ghatak was the So¬ 
daiist Party. Most of the workers 
ot this group have left the Janata, 
and the few who are left will even¬ 
tually come with us in the coming 
weeks Yes, a few leaders will re¬ 
main in the Janata, but (only) those 
without any workers, like Mr Suren- 
dra Mohan. But I hope that all the 
Socialists will understand the danger 
of the RSS and come with us. So 
which is the strong organised force 
that is left with the Janata? The 
Jana Sangh and the RSS. There is 
just one ghatak left there. And this 
force is not very strong in Bihar. 
Therefore the only thing 1 can say 
about the future of the Janata Party 
in Bihar is that it has a very deprea- 
sing future. The only place the RSS 
has some influence is in a few dties. 
It has no influence in the villages. 

Q: But what will be the impact 
of the riots that are taking place? 

A; The Jana Sangh and the RSS 
know that without riots they do not 


get votes They want riots because 
in the name of riots they want a 
consolidation of the Hindu votes. 
Th^ have used this technique for a 
long while. They could not care less 
if ue country is hurt, they will do 
this for temporary gains. 

Q: What knpoBt wUl these riots 
have on the milages? 

A: None whatsoever. The RSS 
will not succeed there. And in the 
villages, it is the zamindars who are 
really interested in creating commu¬ 
nal or caste trouble, as it helps check 
the threat to their power. In Pumea, 
for instance, the zamindars planned 
the riots and used the harijans, adi- 
vasis, backwards and laitoless in 
Uieir game. But in the nature of 
things there cannot be more than a 
temporary alliance between these 
peo|«!e and the la^ords: after all, 
their economic interests clash. The 
people of Pumea are now regretting 
their mistake. The landlords were 
interested in the riots in order to 
sabotage the Kosi Kranti Flan, which 
was fomulated by George Verghese 
and which we tried to implement. 
According to the Plan, land would 
be redistributed and the sharecrop¬ 
pers would be given their rights, and 
schemes for development wouh) be 
.started This was a direct threat to 
the landlords. 

Q: How effective will Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s personalitiv, her campaign, and 
her slogan of stability, be? 

A: There is a sympathy for Mrs 
Gandhi among the urban and educa¬ 
ted people, but not in the villages. 
And there are two claimants to the 
vote that Mrs Gandhi hopes to get: 
the Janata Party and the RSS will 
also appeal to the same people. 

O' But Mrs Gandhi is surely also 
popular in the villages. People go to 
her meetings. 

A: Yes, yes, I- am not saying 
that she has nn support, but not too 
much. There are two kinds of kl-sans; 
one who works on his fields and the 
other who owns the field bat does 
not work on it. The former is with 
us. And the landless will also be 
with us : he caunot go with Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi. 

Q: What has been the response to 
the meetings you have held ever 
since you were removed from the 
Chief Mmister^ip? 

A: Tremendous, tremendous. We 
have had audiences of between ten 
thousand and one lakh. We had one 
lakh gatbmings in Muzaffarpur, 
Dehri, Mabdhepura, Bhagalpnr. And 
those who soy that George Peraan- 
des will be defeated in Muzaffarpur 
are talking nonsense. ■ 
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The fateful davs george fernandes 

■ continues with his 

account of the historic railway strike of 1974 

—how It was crushed and what role the 
Opposition played. 




AY Day is observed in 
India in a vrry bin wav, 
and I had a (oinmitment 
that day to ru to Luck 
now, an eight hour dnve 
or an hour’s flight from Delhi, to 
address a May Day rally of railway 
nien and othn workeis It was a 
hotidav I told the railway authori 
li(.s thr Railway Board (hairman 
and thr Railway Minister that I 
could not possibly Ih' present in Delhi 
on May 1 and the negotiations 
must be lesumrd on May 8 and 
we should be able to arrive at a settle 
m<nt Irom the way things were going 
On May Dav I was working in my 
oHue 1 had to catth a pi me at 
tfaire oriork to addiess th( meeting 
in Lurkiuiw at fiv< o’clock At one 


o’clock, when I decided to leave for 
the aiipoit 1 telephoned my home 
to tell my wife that I was leaying 
and that I would be back the next 
day 1 discoveied that my tclephoni 
had been disionnected I went to 
the an port and checked in I’he 
plane was out there on the tarmac 
and all the passengers had checked 
111 but Irom 3 00 pm to 8 30 pm the 
plane did not take oil The airline 
people who happened to be my 
lund) (1 have been a kind ot an 


adviser to then union) said that they 
just did not know the pilot is sitt 
mg, the air hostesses are sitting, the 
passengers are checked in, all is 
well the engineeis have given the 
clear ’go ahead and yet the plane 
IS not taking off, wc do not know 
But by then, 1 knew One they 
did not want me to go to Lucknow 
Two they had deaded to arrest me, 
but did not know when and where 
they shcHild arrest me and tbiec 
they were themselves having a con 


Indelmtlt slnkr in railways from May 8—NCCRS says tho sloqan 
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fcttnop on then next moves 'nil 
8 30 pni the people in my oflui wire 
constantly m touch with Lucknow 
and Lucknow said no mitie* what 
time the plane comes the worK< rs 
would wait for me The plane finally 
took off at 9 o’clock It landed in 
lucknow at a little before 10 and I 
motored to the place of the nicctinp 
ai riving there at 11 o’clock I finish 
ed addressing the May Day tally a 
little aflei May Day was ovei that 
Ls past midnight and then I had 
talks with the local railwa men’s 
Iradeis and retired to bed at two 
o’clock in the retiring looni of tbi 
railway station at I ucknow lumtion 

At 2 30 am thcie was a knock on 
the door The Delhi Police some ol 
whom I reciigniscKl enten d the 
room with a Wuirant lor my anost 
They ic fused to talk Hicy only 
asked me to get into something and I 
was led down And when I came 
down 1 found that they had ckarid 
the railwa*' platform Thi normally 
IS occupied by i laigc numbei of 
people who do not have homes t< 
sleep in so they sleep on th» ran 
way platforms Also passengers who 
are to catch the next ti am the lati 
night tram oi the early inoimng 
tram, come and spend the night on 
the railway platforms But the rail 
way platforms and the entire area 
outside the railway station had been 
cleared It had been < ordoned off 
literally, by maybe 1,000-2,000 police 
men 

I was put in a car, not told where 
I was being taken driven straight 
to the airport, put on board a 
Border S^nty Force airplane, 
which had flown from Delhi with 
the warrant for my arrest, and flown 
straight to Delhi At 5 30 I found 
myself in Tihar jail, a familiar place 
From inside the jail I wrote im 


mediately to the Piirnc Minister the 
R iilway Ministei pioicstmp against 
what they diad done and suggesting 
that wc wanted a settlement of our 
dispute and then was no provoca 
t’on In fart we were on the verge 
of a settlement inri I did not sci 
whv they had to do this kind of 
thing 

The Strik e_ 

WAS to discover that by 
that evening the '‘veiling 
of May 2 10 000 people 

bad been atristid ill 
o\ei the Miuntiy All 
fhi key railwa* min the entne 
leadiiship of ttc fidiiilion and 
pi uple who otbiiw*''' will sii pc* U 1 
of mppoiling lb Inke plus luge 
numb'IS <1 iHilwat iiacli utm" 
utivists had all bi'n rounded up all 
ovi I the country lluio wi a 
spoitancous ii action In Bombiy 
thire wi an immcdiiti giniial 

stiiki bfttasi Bombiy had Ixcn niv 
home base when all the trdn''port 
woikers all tin cnginetimg woik 
ers jusi about i vei ything that is 
uigancscd is in some way oi the 
other associated with me peisonally 
And then was a spontaneous shut 
down of Bomba/ for the next 48 
bouis Nothing moved m Bombay 
for the next 18 hours to protest 
agdinat my most and m support of 
the railway men and demanding the 
release of all those whi had been 
arrested In certain paits of the 
country the railwaymen also went on 
spontaneous strikes In Jhansi, one 
of our miior junctions and major 
yards tbcrc was a spontaneous 
strike in which a man was killed in 
police action, and within the next 48 
hours thousands had been ai rested. 


bonus bad been razed and all kinds 
of unimaginable atroaties had been 
committed on the railwaymen 
Tinsion kept mounting 
The stiikc wa‘ sibcdukd foi May 
8 Bitwicn Maj 2 and 8, from m 
side the jail 1 wrote four letters to 
Ihi Piime Ministit four letters to 
the Railway Ministei T did all that 
I possibly could ofliually and un- 
othcially to prevent the strike from 
coming off by bringing about a sottle- 
mint Whin nothing came around 
on the 8th nioinmg the lailwaymen 
struck woik Ovii a million rail 
waymtn paiticipatcd jn this strike 
which was suppit sc*d a» we all 
know which i< suited in the arrest 
o* ^OOOtl undir the Maintenance of 
Tnl'inil Si runty Act undei thr 
Difenrc of India Hull and various 
jihtr liws Ilk* the Iiidiin Penal 
Code and what have you And final 
ly cm May 27 wc rcj'^liid i point 
when thi strike lould luil possibly 
have goni on from in ide the jail 
f drafted i ir solution shaicd it with 
th, invniber ot tin coimnilti e this 
12irin roiiimitti( that we hid set 
up who were piesrnt with mi m thr 
piison ind niiigghd it out 
We had to smuggle ij out Ix'causi 
in tne intaiiwhili all mtervitws with 
me had been stopped My wife had 
to go to loiirt to seek inteiview' 
with me I had to go on a fast 
demaridinj; an interview and later 
on interviews were permitted But 
no official (ommunuation was allow 
ed to be sent out so we ,muge1(d 
this resolution out ol the prison The 
Railway’s own strategy wa' or the 
Government’s own strategy was to 
let the strike completely fi/rle out 
get the leadership completely dls 
credited and destroy the railway 
men’s movement at least for a 
certain period of time We beat 
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them on that by sending this resolu> 
tion out. The resolution was adopt¬ 
ed by the strike committee that had 
succeeded the strike committee mem¬ 
bers who had already been arrested 
—we had a constant succession of 
strike committees. 

Surprisingly it was oonosed bv 
some of my colleagues. Their posi¬ 
tion was that the strike should 
continue, that if the strike were to 
last a few more days then it was 
bound to succeed, which was not 
true, because a large number of men 
had already gone back to work. I 
was released on the night of May 
27 after the resolution had been 
adopted, along with other members 
of the central action committee, 
obviously to face the music. I took 
the position that in terms of achiev¬ 
ing our immediate demands the 
strike had failed (and I took full 
responsibility for the failure). In 
fact when 1 was subjected to attack 
by both ttie Communist Parties, sec¬ 
tions of the Socialist Party, natural¬ 
ly by the professional radicals and 
professional left, for having betrayed 
the strike by calling it off, I took 
the platform all over the country. 
And at my very first Press con¬ 
ference, I said something which had 
been said by others earlier, and 
whic'h had gone around the world, 
because Kennedy was (Hie of those 
who had said it after the Bay of 
Pigs disaster: “Victory has a thousand 
fathers; defeat is an orphan.” I 
was nut going to let the railway- 
men’s struggle end as an orphan. U 
was my child and I accepted it. 

This somehow defeated the designs 
of those who thought that they could 
discredit the leadership at that point 
of time, and within weeks, within 
months, we not only regroup^, but 
we found ourselves again in a very 
powerful position. Certainly not in a 
position to go in for a strike, but the 
idea that the railways would succeed 
in destroying disintegrating, deni¬ 
grating the railwaymen and their 
movement had been defeated, and 
we were able to keep fighting back 
in order to, firstly, secure the re¬ 
lease of those who were still in 
prison, secondly, secure the rein¬ 
statement of those who had been 
dismissed from work (and there 
were 50,000 of them), thirdly to 
bring about a restoration in the 
break in service of over a million 
workmen (which we finally succeed¬ 
ed) and fourthly in making the rail¬ 
way administration and the Govern¬ 
ment accept the fact that they need¬ 
ed to talk to us whether they liked 
it or not. 


Government 
wanted it 


OW, one of tiie points 
that I made was that we 
did not loant a strike, in 
fact right from October 
78 I personally did not 
want it. But later on our effort was 
to bring about a settlement. Now, 
if the strike came about H h my 




conviction that the Covemmmt 
wanted the strike, the Government 
was keen on having this strike. 
Over a period of time the economic 
conditions in India had taken a turn 
where the Government had been on 
the defensive. It was becoming 
difficult to meet the demands and 
urges of the people, the working 
class was in a ferment. In the rural 
areas unemployment was mounting, 
the social discontent, the economic 
choas in the country was such that 
the (^vernment did find itself not 
only on the defensive, but almost 
without any vision, without any per¬ 
spective. Against that background it 
is my conviction that the Government 
of the day had taken a conscious 
decision to suppress the working 
cla.ss and to create situations in the 
country where some kind of fascist 
rule was possible. Efforts had been 
going on for this over a number of 
years. We could sec the signs of 
this—the Maintenance of Internal 
Security Act for instance, using this 
legislation against 'trade union work¬ 
ers, against political workers. The 
killing of tho.se who in our country 
are known as Naxalites (among the 
Parties of the left there is a Marxist- 
Leninist Party which again has been 
fragmentexi into half a do/ien far 
tions, but over the years wo have 
had a large number of onesided 
shoot-outs against the members of 
these Marxist-Ieninist groups, and 
later on the whole thing has been 
presented as though these men were 
killed in action). 

So a consistent effort was made 
to numb the conscience of the 
people. And finally when the Gov¬ 
ernment had come to a point where 
it felt that if the railwavmen who 
never were united could be united, 
if the railwavmen who could become 
the vanguard of a powerful move¬ 
ment of the left in the country were 
getting to a point where their 
emergence at the vanguard was a 
dustinct possibility, then it was 
nccx'.ssary to see that this movement 
did not emerge, that it was siip- 
prc.s.sed. 

And therefore 1 believe that the 
railway strike was used as a kind of 
a ‘dress rehearsa’’ for the ultimate 
fascist takeover in our (ountry al¬ 
most a year later on June 25. 1975. 
The ma.ssive arrests under the MISA, 
under the U-IR, under these draconian 
laws, did not evoke much protest, 
surprisingly. Everyone took, it as 
though it was normal, as ii it was 
aatural. The people bad been made 
to accept that these things were nor¬ 
mal and natural because over the 
years, under these much-hated laws, 
people had been arrested and protest 
had gradually died down. 1 very 
vividly remember even today .how 
when I first joined the socialist 
movement in lSk9, almost 30 yeais 
ago, any police firing on workers 
anywhere in the country evoked 
such sharp reaction from all of us 
everywhere. One police firing and 
we had a c-ountrywide demonstration 
condemning the police firing, 
demanding the release of those 
arrested, demanding the resignation 


of the Government, demanding com¬ 
pensation for the victims, ana what 
nave you. 

Ten years ago we had reached a 
point where nobody even bothered 
if there were ten police firings every 
day. killing a hundred people aH 
over the country. And now we have 
reach^ a point where people (who 
in those days criticised police firing), 
the moment they thOTselves find 
that they are occupying positions of 
power, resort to police _ firing and 
have no qualms of conscience about 
killing unarmed people. Now, of 
course, people tell me that when you 
run a State you have to do certain 
things which arc inevitable. I pre¬ 
sume that in certain situations polica 
firing may become necessary. 1 per¬ 
sonally believe that if there is a 
crowd which is armed and which is 
on a rampage killing someone else, 
then in order to protect the lives of 
those unarmed whom the armed 
crowd Is trying to kill, you are 
justified in opening fire on the armed 
crowd. Tn any other situation police 
firing in my opiniem is not justified. 
Over the years the (xinscience has 
bcem so numbed that paople have come 
to accept this. And so when the rail¬ 
way strike was finally brought about 
be.cause ol the machinations of the 
establishment, it is my conviction 
that It was a ‘dress rehearsal’ for 
what was to follow a .year later. And 
my own analysis of this strike from 
inside the jail, and later after com¬ 
ing out of jail was prove correct on 
ihe night ot June 25. 1975, when Mrs 
Gandhi filially became the dictator. 


Lacking in 
leadership 

HERE is one aspect off 
the trade union leader¬ 
ship in India which must 
bo stated here. It is that 

_I most of the trade union 

leadership comes not from among 
the workers but from people who 
are generally termed “outsiders". 
I’hey could be political workers or 
people who are motivated by (»tt- 
siderations that are altruistic but 
not political. Now, this kind of out¬ 
side leadership has evolved for very 
valid historical and other reasons. 
The three most important reasons 
are: hr.stly, the vastness of the 
country itself. The trade unions, 
given the economic conditions of tte 
worker, are not able to organise 
themselves at a State level or even 
at the national level without assis- 
tanre from sources other than the 
workers themselves. .They are 
gradually overcoming this difficulty, 
but in the early days of our working- 
class movement this was one of the 
most important factors that brought 
in people who had not directly 
engaged in working in the facnories 
or in the railyards or else.where into 
positions of leadership. 

The second reason of equal Im 
portance is the language problem. Not 
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Iieanwe we h«lv« « large number of 
written and spoken languages in 
India, some of them internationally 
known, spoken by millions of people, 
but that the affairs of our country 
over the years have been conducted 
In a language that is a foreign 
language, the language that I am 
using just now. All the laws over 
the years, before independence in 
1947, and since independence almost 
to date, at the Central level, are 
made in English. The language oi 
the courts, legislatures and by and 
large the elite, in all parts of the 
country, is English. It is foreign 
to those of us who are able to speak 
it up to a point, but it is totally alien 
to the “working people None of 
them, with a lew exceptions, is 
able to understand or communicate 
in that language. As long as the 
affairs of the workers are not con¬ 
ducted in the language which the 
workers understand, there is room 
for outside leadership which is ac¬ 
quainted with the language in which 
the affairs of State arc conducted 
and workers’ problem.s are dealt with. 

The third and iwrhaps the most 
important reason is that over the 
years the trade union movement in 
India never came to be recognised 
and iicccpled by the powers that bi‘ 
—or the powers that were. This 
meant massive victimisation of work¬ 
ers and the last of such massive acts 
of victimisation was witnessed dur 
ing the railway strike iUelf. At the 
end of the railway strike almost a 
million workers who paruapated in 
that stiike had their services broken, 
which meant that their past service 
was not going to be taken into 
account for purposes of gratuity and 
retirement benefits, etc But more 
drastic U>an that was the fact that 
about 50,000 workmen, who had been 
in service between one and 30 years, 
found themselves in the streets, 
without jobs And it was only when 
there was a change in the Govern¬ 
ment that the last of the victimised 
workmen wa.s taken back 

Now, this victimisation of workers 
for trade union activitie.s is not 
something that is unknown else 
where in the world, but in India |t 
is a part of the system. And it is 
primarily the scare of victimisation 
that makes tjhe workers rather shv 
in taking positions of leadership and 
the ground is again open for people 
who an' not directh workinj; m the 
plant or in any of the establishments 
to I'onie and provide leadership *u 
the workers. 

There is another aspect which also 
IS veiy rclesant but perhaps not so 
important, and that is the caste 
structure of Indian society It so 
happens that people who are in 
authority, the ebte, or dehne thi'ni 
any way you want, belong almast 
wholly to the uppci castes, and there 
is not. in an> <ds*' there wa.« not a 
willingness to accept the people of 
lower castes as equals, even where 
collecbve bargaining was involved 
When 1 hrst organised the municipa) 
workers of Bombay, a little over 70 
years ago, the inunu'ipal commissio¬ 
ner of the Corporation, a very senior 
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civil servant belonging to the IGS, 
refused to allow me and the union’s 
managing committee who went to 
talk to him to sit down in front of 
him. He thought that it was infra 
dig to allow the workers’ representa¬ 
tives to sit down in front of him 
And this kind of sodal barrier which 
still exists to a certain extent comes 
in the way of real working class 
leadership emerging and being acc 
epted as equals % people who sit at 
the other side of the taMe. As a 
consequence it becomes necessary for 
the workers to go in search of out¬ 
side leadership 

Opposition 

unprepared 

NE or two points about 
the reaction of various 
people in the country to 
the railway strike. First¬ 
ly, we were to find that 
the pollticu leadership of the 
country was pot prepare for the 
kind of action that the railwaymen 
got themselves involved in. And 
therefore, they did not respond in 
the way one would have expected 
them to Some noise was made 
inside Parliament which was in 
session then. But, in terms or 
mobilising mass support for the 
railwaymen, if not for their 
demands at least in sympathy of 
those who were inside jail, against 
the kind of repression that was let 
loose, very little was done. I do not' 
now want to give a vivid description 
of the kind of repression that was 
let loose. From police firing and 
killing down to rape, there was 
nothing that was left undone From 
an e.sting people in their hundreds 
and thousands and driving them « 
hundred miles away to the thick of 
the jungle and releasing them In 
the jungle a hundred miles away 


S A. Dange 



from their homes without a rupee 
in their pockets, nothing was left 
undone. There was no repressive 
Uctic.io the annoury of any fasdn 
power anywhere in the world that 
was not tried on the rallwayinen 
and bn their families. 

Yet the political leadership in 
the country, the Opposition, the 
non-Congress political leadership 
in the country, took it as just one 
of those little things that happen 
every day in parliamentary ufe. 
They moved a motion here, had a 
debate there and satisfied them¬ 
selves with doing these few ex¬ 
ercises in which a little bit of lung 
power was certainly expended but 
nothing more was done to mobilise 
the people against the repression 
that was let loose on the workers 
and in support of their demands. 

'Hie students and the youth have 
played a very significant role in 
the developments of the country in 
the last 4-5 years. Surprisingly, they 
stayed very quiet during the period 
of this railwaymen’s action. No¬ 
thing in fact disappointed me more 
during the days I was in prison or 
the days immediately after my 
coming out of prison than the kind 
of cool attitude which the students 
and the youth communities in the 
country had to what for us was the 
biggest trade union action that we 
ever had in India. 

The rest of the trade union 
movement also reacted in a very 
odd way As I said earlier, the 
militants perhaps felt that their 
monopoly of militancy was being 
taken away. The traditionalists 
were getting scared of what was 
really happening in the country. 
Perhaps they saw the revolutionarv 
passitnlities of what was happening 
and those who were stooges invari¬ 
ably fought against us and saw to 
it that no support was forthcom¬ 
ing. A nation-wide token strike was 
organised for a day, but that was 
confined only to the urban areas 
and only to certain sectors like 
banks and insurance and a few 
other unions. The steel, coal, elec¬ 
tricity and other major trade unions 
had nothing to do with this strike, 
and kept themselves complete¬ 
ly aloof, despite the fact that the 
whole gamut of political leader¬ 
ship helongiing to various non- 
Congress Parties were a part of 
the strike leadership. 

One or two Parties really played a 
a very negative role. The Congress 
Party naturally used the media and 
the entire coerdve apparatus of the 
State to fight the strike. But the 
Moscow-oriented CPI's role was very 
negative. In certain key^ areas, 
particularly in the coal mining and 
steel mill belt, which is where the 
strike could have finally had the 
most decisive Impact, the CPI's 
cadres worked to oreak ’the strike 
They actually ran the railroads, 
while at the national level they were 
part of the strike and their leadership 
was also in Jail. But at the point 
where it coiDd have hurt the most, 
they went on; they not only did their 
work, but played a very key role in 




Mliota^g tbe strike. Tin reasons 
were that there was a political 
alliance between the Congress Party 
and. the CPI at the national political 
leveL They were in power In Kerala. 
Then, as now, they were running the 
State Government. In fact, the 
Communist Chief Minister of Kerala, 
was perhaps responsible for the 
largest number of arrests of striking 
rainvaymen among all Chief Ministers. 

How mudi of it was international 
1 have not been able to analyse for 
reasons that you will understand. 
The strike, as you know, was in 1974. 
In 1975 came the dictatorship. 1 
went underground. Then I was in 
jail, and after that I was in Govern¬ 
ment till July. But in October 1974 
I was in Europe. I was in Erankfrul 
at a seminar convened by the Ger¬ 
man Railwaymen’s Union at which 
the European railwaytnen’s unions 
and the Eastern bloc railwaymen’s 
unions also participated. Tbe Russi¬ 
ans, Poles, Yugoslavs, Hungarians 
and Rumanians participated in this 
seminar along with comrades from 
Cuba. I moved a declaration there 
in support of tbe cause of the Indian 
railwaymen — the strike was al¬ 
ready over. What we now needed 
was international solidarity, inter¬ 
national support, mote in terms of 
expression of solidarity than in any 
other form. The entire Eastern 
bloc, led by the Soviet Union, op¬ 
posed the signing of the declaration. 
The leader — the president of the 
Soviet Union Railwaymen’s Union — 
was there. The entire Soviet lobby 
was working in the seminar and 
outside and they not only prevented 
but carried on a very vicious cam¬ 
paign all over Europe against this 
declaration. And later on this be¬ 
came an issue of International con¬ 
frontation between us^ between those 
of us who were associated with the 
AIRF and the AITUC, Mr Dange, 
the CPI and the whole Soviet WFTU 
trade union bloc. This became a 
major issue of confnmtation. 

But even as the issue had just been 
joined and we were getting started 
on perhaps one of the most impor¬ 
tant and significant ideological de¬ 
bates in the country, came the Emer 
gcncy and tbe debate never really 
took place. I hope it will be possi¬ 
ble tor me now to resume that 
debate. 

A potent force 




E have in India about 
1.800,000 railwaymen em¬ 
ployed by the railwa.vs 
that are State owned 
Along with the casual 
labour employed through contrac¬ 
tors, there is a total employment of 
about 2,000,000 through the Indian 
Railways run by the Railway Board, 
administered by the Railway Minis- 
of the Government of India 



Police u sed to break strike: train leaving Burdwan station on Mag 8, 1974 
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trade union movement in the coun¬ 
try. Railwaymen are also the pio¬ 
neers of the .workers’ struggles and 
of the trade union movement in 
India. The AIRP which initiated the 
events that led to the railway strike 
is perhaps the oldest trade union In 
the country It is now 53 years old. 
It was in its 50th year when the 
railway strike took place. 

Indian railwaymen as of date per¬ 
haps still constitute the most power¬ 
ful trade union movement in the 
country Potentially they are the 
people who are capable of bringing 
about or creating any revolutionary 
situation in the country The leader¬ 
ship over the years ha.s somehow 
failed to see the potentialities that 
are there. At the other end the 
establishment has consistentiv fos 
tered a leadership that is dorilo and 
that is — if I may u.se the term 
without offending oi hurting any one 
of my colleagues — even corrupt 
The splits continue. The category 
wise unions continue to exist. Tbe 
political leadership of the country is 
very cautious, is very wary, in its 
approach to the railwaymen and 
their movement. 

Among the railwaymen them¬ 
selves, the 1974 strike has created a 
con.sciuusne.ss, a new level of con¬ 
sciousness, which cannot be wip^ 
mt But there are tremendous con 
>traints in organising this conscious 
ness in a purposeful direction 
. iistlv, because of the lack of a 
iledicated leadership with the right 
vision at all levels. It is not enough 
if thcie are a few people at some 
levels. Secondly, because bureau¬ 
cracy and the establishment are so 
conscious of what the railwaymen’s 
organisation can mean, they are do¬ 
ing everything possible to prevent 
this organisation from emerging. 


try of the Government 
Roufihly one out of every 50 Indians 

is either a railwayman, or the depen- _ __ 

dant of a railwayman, and -that—Thirdly, the culture of the railway- 
gives to the railwayman perhaps the men themselves is cominf; in the 
most key and significant position in way of their understanding their 
*he Indian polity, not to say in the own role adequately enough. A cer¬ 


tain level of consciousness has been 
reached but the culture of years is 
refusing to make them realise their 
rightful role. 

1 will illustrate this. Tbe railway- 
men were paying to their AIRF an 
annual contribution of 15 paiae. Now 
when 1 put it to the railwaymen ^at 
they should pay a rupee a year the 
railwaymen accepted but the leader¬ 
ship scuttled it. In the conference 
the railwaymen accepted the propo- 
saj. At a mass rally I made all the 
railwaymen raise their hands and 
say ; “Yes, we shall pay a rupee a 
year”, but the leadership immediate¬ 
ly scuttled it When it comes to a 
question of implementing it they 
tome in the way and they prevented 
this resolution from being implemen¬ 
ted And, last but not least, the poli¬ 
tical leadership of the country is 
still very, very cautious, very, very 
cont'ernod about tbe power and the 
strength of the railwaymen and 
therefore the effort of the railway- 
men to really emerge, to stand up as 
one united organisation is still not 
fructifying in tbe manner in which 
it should. 

We have a traditional pluralism. 
Some individuals tried to brush it 
aside for 19 or 20 months hut the 
people again asserted their faith in 
it and we have restored the pluralist 
society To an extent, our own 
effort to organise people into one 
united organisation also received 
a certain amount of setback with 
this because pluralism can really 
work both ways This will not be 
set right unless the level of cons¬ 
ciousness of the workers, of the con¬ 
cerned people, is also raised to a 
point where they arc able to see the 
interests of this class and also tbe 
interests of the country and correlate 
their own class interests with the 
intere!.ts, of those at the other end 
In our own country who are far 
worse off than tbe railwaymen 
themselves. 


Concluded 
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'It was a day lika any 
other day until I saw 
this black beauty 
Mibbo Super with a 
tbb-seal so I'm sure 
the super power ts 
fnash and unused for 
Ihv tape recorder and 
transistor. I can play 
them at their loudest 
when I'm annoyed 
with the neighbours " 

—Agha 
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1bp-nal«tl, metoKlod with 20X extra pow«r 
Super power bgcked by technology from Motional of Jopon' 
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THE MEDIA 


Much ado about nothing 


O NE of the lessons that we 
have learnt from the Emer¬ 
gency is that it pays loudly to 
profess faith in a free Press. And 
we cannot do that more effective¬ 
ly than by every so often shrilly 
complaining that that freedom is 
in peril. Inis is not for a moment 
to suggest that the Janata (S)- 
Congress coalition is better dispos¬ 
ed towards newspapers than earli¬ 
er governments, but there is a 
certain routine quality about the 
charges against it that indicate 
propagandist intentions rather 
than genuine conviction. 

Take Mr Charan Singh’s 
flippancy in Hyderabad that seems 
so much to agitate the president 
of the AlMndia Small and Medium 
Newspaoers Association, Mr Prem 
Chand Verma. Asked to say 
something — apparently anything 
he liked — the Prime Mmistcr 
smilingly replied that be was 
afraid of the Press. Perhaps he 
intended to flatter. Perhaps in 
an effort to understand his politi¬ 
cal allies, he had been reading the 
issue of Hffcular Democracy in 
which Major-General E. Habib- 
ullah says in the classic foot-and- 
mouth style of such other pension¬ 
ed off brass-hats as Monty and 
Cariappa that; "Dishonest as any 
politician may be, even he trem¬ 
bles before a petty reporter”. 
Whatever the reason, Mr Charan 
Singh, was certainly not deliver¬ 
ing his Government’s considered 
views on the matter. 

This Mr Verma refuses to 
grasp. He is convinced that the 
Prime Minister was guilty of im¬ 
propriety, that he cast aspersions 
on the Press, and that, instead of 
a casual remark, he should have 
lodged a formal complaint citing 
specific grievances. Like others 
who should know better, Mr 
Verma is also fashionably worried 
about the fulminations of Mr Raj 
Narain wd the former Haryana 
Chief Minister, Mr Devi Lai. 

Such neurotic anxieties would 
not have mattered but for the 
implicit claim that newspaper 
freedom is some kind of fragile 
toy on loan to us from the Gov¬ 
ernment, to be snatched away at 
the slightest whim of a capricious 
author!^. Tantruihs are at once 
provoked by a frown or an 
admonition by our rulers. Haunt¬ 
ed by fears of deprivation, we 
feverishly scan the most frivolons 


asides of our political leaders for 
a clue as to how they intend 
treating the Press: whether it is 
to be rewarded with a toffee or 
made to stand in the corner wear¬ 
ing a dunce’s cap or even, per¬ 
haps, caned. 

Hence the furore over Mr Raj 
Narain’s Aligarh tirade against 
the Indian Express. Mr Narain has 
said much about newspapers in 
the past, as, indeed, he has about 
everything. He has told us to our 
chagrin that he doesn't read them. 
Ho has by implication flattered 
the media's effettiveness by 
threatening gaddbuut Janata (S) 
legi.slators to disclose their no¬ 
cturnal engagements to the Press. 
Lately, through the columns of 
Mrs Manekd Gandhi's Surya, he 
has been waging war against the 
Express. "It is a mouthpiece of 
the RSS” he says which may not 
seem so far-fetched (or so libell¬ 
ous) a charge to those who recall 
recent comings and goings on the 
(luenka paper’s Bombay edition. 
He also advised Aligarh Muslim 
University students to “boycott” 
the paper and even to make bon¬ 
fires of copies. 

That really wa.s quite naughty, 
though some might argue that the 
first part of the advice was in the 
literary interest of the young. Be 
that as it may, it’s ridiculous to 
interpret this kind of off-the-cuff 
pre-election tub-thumping as evid¬ 
ence of sinister ulfirial intentions. 
Mr Devi Lai’s remarks seem to 
have been made more advisedly; 
but they were spccifirally address¬ 
ed to the language Press in Jul- 
lundur which, a.s Sheikh Abdullah 
would undoubtedly agree, explains 
much, if not everything. 

Mr Devi Lai wa.s both sarcastic 
and abrasive, but it is possible to 
make too much of his diatribe and 
his rhetoriral questions. Every 
Indian politician blames the Press 
for building up his (or her) oppo¬ 
nent, and Mr Morarji Desai did 
it far more scathingly than anyone 
else. Why then should Mr Devi 
Lai’s strictures send newspaper.s 
• nto a tirzv of alarm? He too pre¬ 
scribes a boyrott and a bonfire— 
time-hcinourM Indian methods of 
conveying disapproval but hardly 
the haibingers of institutional 
repression. 

The reason why over reaction 
to these sotto voce grumbling.s 'is 


not advised is that such expression 
of fear by the Press betrays its 
conviction that freedom of ex- 
pre-ssiun is not an inherent right, 
but d grace and favour attribute. 
All governments everywhere wilt 
try to control the Press, but 
Indian newspapers have far more 
to fear from themselves than 
from any extraneous official 
authority "Self-censorship sile¬ 
nces as effectively as a govt>rnmont 
decree, and we have seen it far 
more often” says Tom Wicker. Mr 
L. K. Advani meant much the 
same thing when be fumed: 
“When you were only asked to 
bend, you chose to. crawl. You 
did not even attempt to rattle 
your chains, kt alone try to break 
them”. 

If Mr Charan Singh’.s caretaker 
regime dues act on its illiberal 
pronouncements, it will be by ex¬ 
ploiting tbis built-in weakness. 
But tlw possibility is remote. 

R eaders of the New states¬ 
man will be familiar with a 
controversy over editorial freedom 
from managerial intcrtercnce in 
that British colo.ssus of the 
publishing world, IPC Magazines 
Ltd , over which the formidable 
Cecil King once ruled with an 
iron hand until he was ignomini- 
ously served his notice with 
breakfast. In an early August 
issue of the .socialist journal, 
Duncan Campbell claimed that 
two well-known and rc.spected IPC 
weeklie.s. New Society and New 
SctcntisH “have suffer^ from in¬ 
creasing management interference 
in editorial policy”. 

The editors of both magazines. 
Paul Barker and Bernard Dixon, 
have been provoked to protest. 
“Having each editt*d our respeo 
live magazines lor over a decade”, 
they say in a joint rebuttal, “we 
can state < ategorirallv that tbis is 
totally false. We enjoy as much 
freedom in this respect as any 
other cditor.s we can think of”. 

I'crhaps they do. But it’s curi¬ 
ous that in Britain (as in India) 
while most editors vchementlv 
proclaim that they are their own 
masters and brook no non-sense 
from managements, rare indeed is 
the general manager, managing 
director or chairman who will go 
on oath to maintain that his editor 
is free to take his own policy 
decisions. One wonders whv 
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VERYONl b talkliiK 
about thr Ruhi>^{«etu 
wadding scheduled for 
No> ember 3, this year Ibu 
of course, will bring an 
end to all speculation and 
gossip about thr two young 
stars, till something or 
someone else starts a fresh 
one Neetu who had pioved 
to be a success on screen, 
with tremendous potential 
has not been liked bv 
audiences m two ot her 
late.st sUrrers Yuvoroj and 
Kaolo Potfhar Mas be 
she was disinterested in her 
work knowing that she 
would be leaving the pro 
fession soon But the 
coming wedding Is going to 
cause quite a iipplc in 
fllmlaml since the Raakhee 
Culzai Rajesh Dimpb' and 
66 


AmttabhJaya weddings 
took place five years ago 

A MtlABH IS a big 

favouiite when it comes 
to background nai ration for 
films ever since Hrishtkesh 
Mukheru introduced bis 
beautiful soire for film- 
n,irration Satyajit Ray too, 
used his voice for b'lwtronj 
Ke Khtlart Now that he 
has sung a lovelv 5on| for 
children, as his contribution 
for the International Year 
of the Child in the film 
Mr Nttwarlal. I wonder if 
moie such offers are going 
to come his way The 
song IS nut only entertaining. 
It has also been sung 
very well bv Amitabh May 
we hope for more such 
sopgs from the superstar* 


I T seems Tma Munon has 
problems- balanang her 
emotions with propriety 
when she is caught >n a fix 
Lika the time she had to 
shoot with Dev Anand for 
the den version of My Fair 
Lady and thcie was 
Sunjay Dutt her boyfiiend, 
sHootfng In the same 
studio with a make-up 
room on the same floor as 
hers Now poor Tma had 
to spend some time with her 
mentor Dev (Professor 
Higgins) in spite of the fact 
that she wanted to spend 
most of her time with 
Sunjay To be caught in the 
hassle of double-shifts is 
bad enough—but this little 

S ri has problems lugger 
an those of her omer 
colleagues: making compru- 


> mises with matters close to 
= ber heart, for the sake of 
o her career 

^ CHE may be in a comman- 
I O ding position, but that 
% doesn’t stop Raahhee from 
learning every day When 
she was required to do a 
aitar-playing-scene for 
Prakash Mehra’s film, she 
bought two sitars and took 
kssons from a guru for a 
long time before she started, 
enacting her role Again, 
in Taaqat she is required 
to ride a horse So one can 
see her early every 
morning, near thr beach, 
learning horse riding She 
says It’s never too late to 
learn 

W ffEN Canadian actress, 
model, Miss Universe 
and star of the film Love m 
Canada. Sh^ley Hotmek, 
bad come down to Bombay 
foi the premiere of the 
film, you should have seen 
the amount of attention she 
drew from Ranieet and 
Vinod Mehra Both the 
actors were otherwise 
occupied Vmod with his 
wife Meena and Ranjeet 
with his girlfriend Jamie, 
which of course pi<*vented 
him from paying as 
much attention to her as he 
wanted to Vinod, however, 
jfot closer to Shelley both 
in the film and during the 
premiere night 

P OPLE were waiting with 
bated breath for the 
reactions to the industry’s 
first disaster movie Would 
it be a disaster* Would 
It be a trendsetter’ 

Kaala Patthar, till now, has 
proved qmte a money- 
spinner It sure has a lot of 
maadUi to hold the atten 
tion of the pubhc So 
now all the movies we’ll 
get to see will be heavily 
dosed with spedal effects 
and super-stunts of the 
most supernatural kind 

W ow Rekba has now 
trained her sights on 
none other than Noseerud- 
dm Shah He had better 
watch out if he uitends to 
remain secure—^both for 
himself and for that obscure 
little girl he is seen dating 
sometimes If Naseer’s 
ability to handle women is 
as good as his acting talent 
he needn’t worry But then 
Rekha too has a reputation 
for making men fall for 
her Will this mark the 
beginping of a new phase m 
Hekha’s bfe? ■ 





KHAAS BAAT 


'I'he penalty for bnahing 
A up a joumaliat needn’t 
be stiff. ^ it seems. 
RainHiant was asked to 
cough up Bs 1,500 for 
indulging in violent talk 
against an obscure journa¬ 
list who had written some¬ 
thing nasty about him. Since 
peace was made between 
the two only after the court 
action was initiated, 
iRajnikant had no dioice 
but to plead guilty and 
pay the fine. Some rival 
stars of course tried to 
pressurise the journalist 
concerned not to make 
peace, but Rajnikant turned 
out to be a better diplomat 

P R a person who has 
remained quite slim 
inspite of having played 
the heroine for five years, 
Sridevi cannot understand 
why her heroes have to be 
so obsesc. During the 
shooting of Soiva Satran, 
she found co-star Adil quite 
fat And she told him so. 

■ x'or the next shooting stint, 
Adil had managed to reduce 
a couple of spare tyres, 
and Sridevi was pleasantly 
surprised. But Adil 
wouldn’t tell her what 
magic weight reduction for 
muTa he has. If he had 
obh'ged her, Sridevi 
would’ve made her Tamil 
heroes look more presenta¬ 
ble. 

I S IT true that Jttuoialitba 
refused to accept double 
billing as mother and 
daughter in a Tamil film? 
She’s supposed to have 
suggested K. R. Vijaya’s 
name The latter won’t 
mind playing any big role 
if she gets the proper 
credits, but the producer 
concerned was a bit irrita¬ 
ted After all Jayalalitha 
isn’t all that young, and 
surely, she could do reaso 
nably well in any role 

*<T never gave up movies 
«surely I’m going to 
act And will direct them 
too,” said AfGR, just the 
other day, at a public 
function. But every move 
of his made towards this 
goal, since he became the 
Chief Minister, has flopped 
And now actor Vijayakumar, 
who used to do celluloid 
propaganda for MGR is 
Wing low (because it didn’t 
just work). 

MGR’s advise to movie 
stars: Keep in touch with 
vour auditors when you sign 
films and buy property. 



He claims that he got into 
.income tax problems because 
of his large donations 
which were not properly 
accounted. 

r ’ THE careful moves 
made by him pay tbe 
roper divide,ids, Mrof 
abu will be the big hero 
in 1980 Thk Hindi speak 
ing actor firm Andhra 
has managed to impress 
starmaker K Balachander 
considerablv After having 
done two chaiacter roles 
in Pattina Pruvesom and 
Nuhal NiianjaHprathu, he’s 
featured as the hero in 
Balacbander’s latest Nool 
Veit. Saritha is the 
hermne Another film which 
won Sarat Babu plaudits 
was Mabendrau’s silver 


iubilee hit Mullutn 
Malarum. He played an 
engineer, and wooed heroine 
Shoba, much to the chagrin 
of Rajnikant who played 
her brother on the screen 
Personally I find him a bit 
stiff with a lot of manner 
i-sms, but luckily the masses 
are showing moie interest 
in him. He has had some 
flop.s, too, but luckily there 
were some senior stars in 
those films so he neatly 
absolved himself of the 
blame His celluloid heart 
throbs fnrlude Seema, 
favalakshml and Sathya- 
pnya 

O NE of the hit films 
shown at the Madras 
Filmostav ’78 was the bawdv 
Brazilian sex caper Donna 


noTtt hat two huibandi. 
about how the ghost of a 
hmband makes love to hit 
wife even after abe’s 
married to an ageing 
doctor. This idea inqiired 
the making of a Tamil 
film Kalatma Rmaoa. Of 
course, many dianges were 
made in the script, a^ no 
semi-nude figures are seen In 
the bedroom scenes. But 
"ghost” Kwmkhum keeps 
watching his twin bro^r 
making love to his own 
girlfriend (AMovi). A 
major movie tor Kamal- 
ahasan, KalycM Roman is 
the Uggest hit of the 
season. And Kamalahasan 
is utterly delii^ul as the 
dumb, silly Kalyanam. 

Aided bjf sparkling dialogue, 
he has made his presence 
enjoyable till the very end. 
And the box-office pumta 
who thought that 
Rajnikant bad taken 
two steps ahead of 
Kamalahasan in recent 
months have dianged minds. 
For Kalyana Raman has 
done three times more 
business than Baini’s current 
hit, Dharma Yuddham. 

N . T. BAMA BAG, the 
highly successful Telngu 
hero, is fond of spawning 
expensive, gaudy mytholo- 
gicals. In his last film 
Veerata Parovam, he played 
five roles. It Hollywood 
Biblical films can be screen¬ 
ed all over the world, 
why not our own mythologi- 
cdls, he asks. One thoujlht 
that our producers would’ve 
learnt a thing or two from 
Krishna Shah’s utter failure 
to sell Sbalimar in the 
West Of course, a few 
British film critics were very 
enchanted after seeing 
director Bapu’s Seetba 
Kalj/ana. 

H as Smndua opted out of 
Kalakendra Tamil film 
being directed Laklhmtt 
Oi IS there any misunder¬ 
standing between the two? 
When Lakshmi suggested 
Snvidya’s name to the 
producers, she spoke of the' 
actress with genuine admi¬ 
ration It seems Srividya is 
busy with a couple of 
Malaydiam films and hence 
the problem.s Well, can’t 
she just do this film for 
Lakshmi'’ After all, since 
her latest Tamil film Imayam 
hasn’t done too impressively, 
Srividya certainly needs a 
good hit. 

PIOUSJI 
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\ARIET 


HLsyO^yweek 


Baglfining Sapt w wlwr 2S 

This wsek the Sun, Mercury and Venus are conjoined In Virgo Uranus Is in Libra, Neptune is In Scorpio, Kethu is 
In Aquarius and Mars is In Cancer. Jupiter, Saturn and Rahu are also assembled In Leo. The Moon will be moving 
through Libra, Scorpio and Sagittarius from Virgo. 


ARIES (March 21 - 
April 20) Early in the 
gV week you will emerge 

r successful against for- 

midable odds Minor 

professional problems will crop up 

but this should not restly worry 
you. On the whole this will prove 
to be a week of steady all round 
progress An Important event may 
soon take place in the family. This 
week will prove to be lucky for 
love and romance. Good dates: 25. 
27 and 29 Lucky numbers: 5 and 10 
Favourable direction: West 


TAURUS (April 21 — 
May 22) New friends 
will prove valuable for 
you'' current ventures 
> Relatives will also lend 
a helping hand You may undertake 
Journeys to achieve your goals 
For many, transfers and promotion3 
are around the corner You may 
gain property through inheritance 
Be prepared to face opposition 
from an elderly relative. Good 
daMs: 23, 25 and 28 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 5 and 8 Favourable direction: 
North 

^ ~r GEMINI (May 23 — 
I Devote all 

your time and energies 
^ I ’>*' to your bustness ven- 
^ ^' tures Push all your 
ventures and proyects to the ut¬ 
most. frou can safely take reason¬ 
able risks to achieve your goals 
quickly. Promotion Is probable 
especially for those in Government 
service. You may also change 
your place of residence. Extra¬ 
vagant tendencies should, however, 
be checked. Good dates: 23, 
24, 26 and 27 Lucky numbers: 3 
and 6. Favourable direction: East 

CANCER (June 22 — 
<ii*ly 22) You will have 
a fair share of good 
fortune this week 
Success will bring a 
lot of happiness. Relatives will 
help you tremendously, especially 
with good counsel. You are advised 
not to mix business with ptessure 
In the larger Interests of your 
career. The domestic scene will 
tasep you occupied. Lettetrs will 
surely bring good news. Gusrd 
against your sentimental nature 
Oeed dates: 23, 24 and 27. Lucky 
■wmbars: 4 and 7 Favourable 
dlradUon: South-west. 


^ LEO (July 23 — August 

^ MwU-i’ 22) Planetary Influences 
’ n ^ make thus phase viory 
- unlucky for you Your 

‘ lot will, however. Im¬ 

prove in the near future Do not 
lose heart If things do not proceed 
smoothly In your own Interests 
coriserve your energy and con¬ 
solidate your recent gains Do not 
enter Into new business contracts 
Maintain a low profile on the finan¬ 
cial front Good dates: 27 and 
26 Lucky numbers: 1 and 9 Fav¬ 
ourable direction: South 

^ VIRGO (August 23 — 

/ September 22) You can 
^ '' expect unreasonable 

j opposition from an old 
person of the opposite 
sex This week will be a period of 
mixed fortunes After a minor set¬ 
back your professional career or 
business affairs will continue to 
prosper For womenfolk this is a 
turbulent period Young people 
away from home will receive letters 
Good dates: 25, 26 ^27,^28 

and 29 Lucin numbers: 3 and 5 
Favourable dwaction: West 

LIBRA (September 23 
— October 22) Your 
' i,' run of good fortune 
, will continue unabated 
Take things as they 
come and let your own intuitions 
and hunches guide you Your tre¬ 
mendous enterprising nature will 
prove to be a great asset A 
splendid opportcnity will come 
your way and you must use it to 
your advantage. Friends will prove 
helpful to your venture? Good 
dates: 24, 28, 27 and 28 Lucky 
numbers: 9 and 10 Favourable 
directions: East and North 

^ < SCORPIO (October 23 

— November 21) Your 
> prospects this wsek 
j' are excellent A profit- 

' ■“* able change of job or 
residence Is probable Keep your 
employers in good humour Do not 
antagonise those In authority 
7our hunches may prove to be 
right Safeguard your womenfolk 
You may win a lottery Letters will 
bring good nows An elderly rela¬ 
tive may oppose your plans and 
even cause complications for you 
Good dates: 23, 24, 26 and 29 
LucIqr numbers: 1 and 10 Favour¬ 
able direolen: South-east. 


w aAGITTARRIB (Novwn- 
,i ^ ; ber 22 — December 22) 
t /r' Some psoblems could 
) "iso In your profes- 
^ slonal life and there 

could even be a break in employ¬ 
ment If this happens, it may well be 
a change tor the better The domes¬ 
tic scene will be source of joy and 
happiness A splendid opportunity 
will come your way. Do not 
lose confidence in your own ctgi' 
abilities Good dates: 2Q. 27 ana 
20. Lucky numbers: 3 and 9. Faseur- 
abie dlrecHon: South. 


, j / CAPRICORN (Der^m- 
11 I ber 23 — January 20} 
Y You are likely to en- 
' counter serious com- 
' ^ petition on the busi¬ 

ness and professional front 
Consult friends and elderly rela¬ 
tives for solutions to overcome 
these minor setbacks A secret 
association may come in handy at 
this juncture These apart, your 
prospects are reasonably good 
Good dates: 23, 24 and 25 Lucky 
numbers: 2 and 7 Favourable 
directions: North and West. 


AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) Be on 
1 your guard against de- 

' cepfloin Do not get 

into quarrels and keep 
both your tongue and temper under 
control Refrain from making 
changes. Patience and fore- 
bearance should be your watch¬ 
word Some good fortune will, how¬ 
ever, come your way Friends will 
prove to be helpful Some people 
will get transfer orders. Good 
dates: 25. 26 and 26 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 2 and 7 Favourable (Hrec- 
Uena: Ndrth and West 

Ai >' PISCES (February 20 
; — March 20) Check 

r ' extravagant tendencies 
or you may have to re- 
^ pent in the near future 
On the whole, your outlook is 
excellent Domestic peace and hap¬ 
piness will be yours Letters will 
surely bring good news A new 
friend will provide encouragement 
for your ventures This is, however, 
not a suitable time for love and 
romance Go^ dates: 26. 27 ond 
29. Lucky numbers: 1 and 9 Favoui- 
abiki dirsetion: South-west 

M. B. RAMAN 


59 








India and Germany 
A Model Partnership 


The partnership that grew over the 
period of the last 28 years of di¬ 
plomatic relations between India 
and the Federal Republic of Germany 
has a model character for good re¬ 


lations between an industrialized 
and a leading country of the 
third world. 

This has again been proved by 
the latest figures : 


I. TRADE 1976 1977 

The Indo-German Trade is 

increasing considerably 

Indian Exports to Germany .Rs 212,5 crores =Rs 345.8 crores 

from 1975 to 1977 increase by 62 7 % 
German Exports to India DM 86 crores DM114 crores 

increase by 32.5.% from 1975 to 1977 

II. DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

India is the biggest recipient of development assistance from the 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Upto 1978 India received • Rs 3564 crores 


For 1978/79 the additional 

sum of »R$ 169.4 crores 

is allocated for India by the Federal Republic of Germany 
The amount of German Development Assistance given to India through 
multilateral organizations like the World Bank, UNDP. IDA, EC etc., 
amounts to an additional 45% of the bilateral assistance. 

III. CULTURAL AND ACADEMIC EXCHANGE 

The seven Max Mueller Bhavans in India completed their 21st year of 
active work for the development of closer cultural relations between 
India and Germany. The German Academic Exchange Service offers 
scholarships for technical education and for higher studies and 
creates a permanent bond between scholars and intellectuals of both the 
nations Research scholarships in the academic field are given by the 
Humboldt Foundation to persons endowed with talent. Tpe exchange 
of knowledge, collaboration in research projects, direct help to 
higher technical institutions are just a few characteristics of this close 
partnership The assistance given to IIT Madras was so greatly appreciated 
that they reciprocated by conferring on Federal Foreign Minister Genscher an 
Honorary Doctor s Degree. 



THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
-A DEPENDABLE PARTNER 



Issued by ihe Press fir information Section of the Consulate General 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. 1. Hasllnea Park Road. Cal.-27. 



Vital facts about Colds and Flu 
and how to fight these ailments 


“Anaem ts a big help 
for quick relief Jrom 
ihe miseries of colds 
and flu” 

savs Nurse Natalia D’Souza 



What causes colds and flu? 

Air-borne viruses from infected persons 
spread colds and flu Normally the 
iwdy resists these viruses But over- 
exertion or under-Dourishment weak 
ens the body and lowers resistance to 
infection 

What are the symptoms? 

Bodyache. heaviness in the head, 
sneezing and a runny nose Mu is often 
accompanied by shivering, discomfort 
and sweating Cough sore throat loss 
of appetite and fatigue may follow 

Can it lead to complications? 

Neglected cases may lead to pneumonia 
aid infection of Itie upper respiratory 
tract 


How does Anacin help? 

Anacin relieves the miserj of colds and 
flu Anacin is strung—it contains more 
of the pain leliever doctors most 
recommend all over the world Anacin 
IS trusted by millions It is a com 
binaiioii of medicines like a doctor s 
trusted prescriptif n So at the first 
signs of cold or flu take Anacin tour 
times a day 

What else should you do? 

• Drink plenty ul flinds boiled water, 
orange or sweet lime juice 

• Lat nourishing foods 

• Rest adequately 

• Gargle with antiseptic or salt water 

• Keep rooms properK ventilated 



Strong and trusted 

MANNERS 


India's most popular pain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 


R*Bli TM 
















Happy 

bathday to you! 



Hindustan 

Sanitaryware 

Soma 

Metal Fittings 

Somany-Piiktngton'S 
Wall Hies 


Hindustan Sanitaryware come in 
exciting colours Soma Metal Fittings 
with international precision Assures 
no leal no drip service 
Elegant y styled Guaranteed for 5 years 
Somany Pilkington s Wall Tiles— 
in enchanting designs and colours 
Easy to clean 


rccipe for total health 

' Dabur Chyawanprash 
Duilds family health in 
four ways 



I I tarn m C 

II h ra^ix 
Milt SI ur 
impouml in 

Its natural 
form 


1. Keeps bod;^ tissues young 
Dabur Chyawanprash slows 
down the wear of body tissues 

2. Builds body immunity 
Dabur Chyawanprash raises 
the total body resistance, and 
IS also indicated in coughs 
and colds 

3. Builds akrtness 

Dabur Chyawanprash helps 
build alertness in children and 
develops the faculties in old 
age 

4. Has anabolic properties 

Dabur C hyawanprash helps in 
the upbuilding of the body 


' Recipe of the gods ^ 

The renpefor Ch\ananpra$h dates 
back over 3000 years, when, tl Is said, 
the physutOHs of the gods prescr&ed 
It for Risht ChyoHona to restore hh 
youth Although the oldest health 
tome m the world it Is today 
manufactured by Dabur m a modem, 
hygienic and fully automated factory 


An Al'urvedic health tonic 

Available at all leading chemists and medical shops 
























VARIETY! 


chess 


Blwnd (Black) 



Nunn fltmm/ la plar 
Potmon aHar aiadr'a »1mt mmm 

K n n p l n g up wHti Um Kwpov's 

CHESSPLAYERS ara axtramaly faahion 
oonacious I am rafarring not ao much to 
thalr sartorial pralsranoas for Ascot‘but to 
the openings they play No saH-raapecting 
tournament oomf^ltor would dare be seen 
brandishing last year's gambit, at least not 
without having some well-tailored Innova¬ 
tion up his sleeve So raoaptive is the 
modern player to new ideak that as sikmi as 
one comas onto the market you suddenly 
find that everybody Is playing It The Danish 
grandmaster Bent Larsen likes to avoid this 
problem by choosing his openings from 
games pla)^ around the turn of the cen¬ 
tury There Is idearly more than a grain of 
sense in playing something that went out of 
vogue a few decades before your opponen* 
was born 

One opening bandwagon onto which 
nearly everybody hat been Jumping recently 
Is the Svashnikov Variation of the SteUian 
DafeiKie In case you can't pronounce It, 
hare are the moves t P—K4 P—QB4. 2 
N-f<B3, N-OB3. 3 P—04. PtP. 4 NaP 
N—B3. 5 N-OB3. P-K4. 6 N(4)—N5. 
P—03. r B-NS, P—OB3 8 N-H3. P—N4 
8 BxN, PkB 10 N—OS.P—B4.The.wliole 
system looks very loosening, but many 
games have gone in favour of Black's two 
bishops and central pawn majority Oaapits 
numerous attemjMs there is as yN no sign 
of any kind ot dear refutation emarging 
Here is a game which, though brilliantty 
won by Whits, will not. I'm afraid, be auffi- 
dant to put the Sveahnlkow back in the 
cupboard along wHh all the other wonvout 
variations 

While J Nunn (England) Black E Bhand 
(Switzartand) 

Olympiad. Buenos Aires 1878 
Sidllan Defence. Sv ashnikov Variation 

I. P-IU, P-4MM; a. N-KBS, H-OBl; 8. 

P-Q4. P a P; 4. N B P, I4-ICB3; 8 M-QBa. 
P-KA; 8 N(4)-N8. P—03; T. B-iW, 
P 0W 3 ; 8 . M-418 P-NA. 8 . BsH. PbB. 
18 P—BA; 11. BxPIT An enlerprie- 

Ing aacrifloa whtoh gives White two pawns 
and a variety ot Jttadung chanoas for his 
pieoe 

II. .. PbB; 18 NbP.B—OMI; Ducking out 

of the threat of N(NS)-B7+ Also into con- 
sidarallon coma t2 R—R2, t2 R—R4, 

12 R—R5 12 O—R4r-andeven12 

O—N4I7 Not an easy position to come to 
any firm conduaionB about 

18 M(MQ-a7+ K—02; 14.0-m. N-OB; 
18 0—0, There n no need to hurry with IB 
ObP(B 7)+ K—B3 which gives an extra 
isinpo for the defence 


f8 .. It-B3; 18 P—CM4I A threat from a 
lew angle While's queenside pawns can 
become very dangerous 
18. . PbP; 17. P—083, M—K3; 18 

P—NSr-. K—N2: 18. P-N6, Cementing the 
knight on B7 The delenoe is itow very 
difficult 

18. . . K—B3T A waste of time Relatively 
best IS 18 O—N4, though after 20 QbO 

NxO?1 P—QR4I It IS ramarkably difficult to 
itop the advance of the white OPR 
28 QR-NI, 0-4M; 21. O—IC8 N-BA; 
IDUUMAM) Leading to a neat finish 
28 P—N7I CutUng off the king's flight 
square If now 22 RbP. then 2) RxR 
KbR (23 BxR 24 (}—NS mats) 24 
Q—NS4 K—R2 25 O—N6 mate 
28.. N-08; 28 O B P. W-B4; 28 0-008 
RjrP; 28 RbR. laaigns Once again 25 
BxR 26 O—NS Is mats, as Is 25 KxR26 
O—N5* K—R2 27 0-N6 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


WHEN you havs just won a world palis 
championship you can afibrd to admitj^r 
mistakaa Branco and Cintrs won the Pairs 
Olympiad, but Brazil lost to Poland In the 
firud ot the team event that followed This 
deal oontrtbuted to the Polish victory 


Dealer, East Game all 
B K64 
B AQ82 
A 03 2 
B K 10 3 


BA8S2 M 

« KJ108785 
B 6 5 ® 


B Qja73 
B 8 7 6 

A 8 

B A O 8 4 


B 10 

BKJ10543 
AAA 
B J872 


The return ot a low sjMde by West would 
have given the dearer an anxioua 
moment. If he ducks, a spade to the Aoe and 
a dub switch givas the defence fiva tricks 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 


W99 



After the outbreak of figftling between (he 
Qreek and Turkish communities In 
December 1863 the Turkish Cypriots organ¬ 
ised a separate postal service for the arsap 
they were occupying At first only distinctivs 
postmarks reading 'Kibris Turk Poslalarl'. 
were used on mall handled by this aarvloa 
but In tB73 apedal stamps were provided 
Initially regarded as a local issue, these 
stamps were accepted in 1874 as valid for 
international mail Since then the Turkish 
Cypriot administretlon has Issued more 
than a dozen other series Most have been 
pictorials with views In the Turkish distncts 
ot Cyprus but the latest series has a sombre 
portrait of Kamal Ataturk 

C.W. HILL 


quiz 


At the first table South opened with a 
weak TWo bid and stole the contract 


SOUTH 

Maclea- 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

zczak 

Brartoo 

Polac 

Clnlra 

— 

— 

— 

No 

2B 

3A 

4B 

No 

No 

No 



Nalthar 

a spada nor diamond laad lookad 


attractivs, ao West chose the 6 of duba 
Eaat won the first trick with B Q and fol 
lowad with the Aoe When the 5 fell. East 
could read his partner for a doubleton and 
tollawed with a third dub West was unabla 
to ruff and the dedarer was able to dispose 
later ot his losing diamorKf on the Kbtg of 
spades 

Pr ese n ting the deal as a lead probfem In 
La Brtdgmtr, La Dentu suggested that Waat, 
being void of trumps, should have lad the 5 
of duba, not the 8. so that his partner would 
read hbn for thraa duba and rxrt be twnpled 
to lead a third round It's an interesting 
point but surely H was pretty dim of East 
ramembarlng that South had opened TWo 
Hearts, to pt^ his partrwr tor a trump? 

At the other table South did not open but 
again East-West did not mention their 
SpSdMI 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Aaaump- 




cao 

Franklal 

Chagaa 

WHkoaz 

— 

— 


No 

No 

3A 

No 

No 

3B 

No 

3NT 

No 

No 

No 




East lad hie slnglaton diamond WAstwon 
and a wi tcl i e d to the Aoe of spades Now 
dedarer had nine frleloi on top 


QUESTIONS 

1 When (s the (estival, the Inven¬ 
tion of the Cross held ? 

2 What IS a jack ? 

3 What Is Isinglass “> 

4 Who were the Narodniki? 

5 What was the period of the 
Second Reich 7 

6 When was the first experimental 
atom bomb exploded ? 

7 What was niummatl ? 


iosaujoid ueiiBAea v ‘idneijsieM 
uiepv Aq eaueJOuBi pue uo|) 
-nsjedns leqiuoo o) (duiatja ue u| 
9111 u' pppunoj A)e|oos leiaes v I 
oaixayy wve|\| jo 
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peonpojd eouejsqne snouiie|ae v C 
seiJeqsq pueipunojMeN eqi u| pesn 
leaeoA peSeiJ-jauooqas neuts v ‘Z 
jeaA Ajoao c Aew uo 
pieq iBAitsej oiioqieo ueujou V I 
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1 never thought so soothing 
an antiseptic could be so powerful 





©Savlon 

kills more germs - more kinds of 
germs- more effectively. 

When your child has a cut burn or abrasion, protect 
her with today's most effective antiseptic-Savlon 
Because Savlon destroys germs which others don t touch 
Savlon kills the dangerous Gram-positive 
type of germs and even the resistant Gram-negative 
germs, thus preventing sepsis and disease 
Change for the better Change to Savlon 
Gentle, soothing and powerful Savlon 

Ibday s most advanced antiseptic , 

(H) Regiviertd trade Mark of Imperial ChemiLal Industries UK 
I acnsed Users The Alkali and t hemirat 1‘orporatton ol India Limited 


Savlon 

liquid antiseptic 




CAS ACCI 2G 79 





NEW DELHI; Where is Nagaland? 
Utter confusion prevailed at the Delhi. 
Telephones as to whether it falls with¬ 
in India or outside it. An Army offi¬ 
cer wanted to make a call to his bro¬ 
ther in Nagaland. He called at the 
tiunk call booking office for “Inland” 
trunk calls. He was promptly and em¬ 
phatically told that Nagaland being 
out of India, he had to make a call at 
the international trunk booking—tele¬ 
phone number 186. He tried four 
times during the day and finally con 
tacted his brother through STD (Subs¬ 
cribed Trunk Dailling). He called 176 
—Special fnfonnation—and said 
"Where can we book a trunk call for 
Nagalknd.” The answer was: “Inter¬ 
national Booking No. 186.” “Why?” 
Pat came the !reply, “It is out of 
India." “Sure?" There was silence and 
murmurs of "India Mein Hai” and 
“India Mein Nahin hai". Finally after 
a long discussicm ,the answer came, 
‘Sorry, it is in India ’—Hinikstan 
Times (L A. Longkuraer, Nagaland) 


india abroad 


LONDON; Scotland Yard are enquir¬ 
ing into the recent incident in which 
a group of white youths assaulted Mr 
Indrajil Bosu, son of CPl(M) leader, 
Mr Jyotirmoy Bosu, while be was 
walking along Waterloo Bridge in 
central London with his wife ^d a 
friend. The Yard enquiries ini¬ 
tiated after the Indian High Cbmmia- 
Sion had taken up the matter with 
the Home Office and the PoUoe Com 
missionei and expressed its concern 
over the apparent increase in the 
number of racial attacks on Asians 
in recent months. It is gathered that 
Mr Indrajit Bosu was confronted by 
a group of white youths (Skinheads) 
and given fist blows. His friend was 
punched and kidced in the-stomadi. 
Mr Bosu's wife was not harmed. Some 
time ago ah Indian, Mr Mazumdar, 
died as a result of injuries m an 
attack by white youth while he was 
returning home at night. Earlier this 


i>i3tratton«lAhi Bhutan Malik 


TutUPATI: One Chalapathy -of Tim 
mala, was on August convicted and 
sentenced to my a fine of Its 900 by 
the Judicial First Class Magistrate 
here for selling spiuious laddus as the 
Prasadam of Lord Venkateswara. The 
Tirumala police had seised 500 


the case against him. In view of the, 
great demand for laddus which is the 
popular Prasadam of Lord Venkates- 
%rara some gnillible pilgrims had been 
purchasing the spurious ones sold by 
some unscrupulous persons at Tiruma¬ 
la—Deccan Chronicle (N. D. Samuel, 
Secunderabad) 

BOMBAY: An innocent goat, traveD- 
ing without a ticket in the ftrst class 
compartment of a Western Railway 
suburban train, was “arrested" 
by the railway poUce here. The police 
said two boys entered the first class 
compartment along with the goat The 
boys absconded, leaving the goat be¬ 
hind, when they noticed a “ticket 
checker” entering the compartment 
The police have registered a case of 
theft against the boys—The Times 
of India (Mrs K. G. Menon, Gujarat) 

Team leaves for driiddng iiqnor 

NEW DELHI: An Indian delegation 
representing tbs major faiths has left 
to attend the Third Assembly of the 
World Conference on Rehgion and 
Peace opening at Princeton, US on 
August 29. About 300 delegates drawn 
from all the world’s religions are ex¬ 
pected to lake part in the 10-day 
conference which will lake up the 
theme: “Religion in the struggle for 
world community’—Ihndusian jtmes 
(N. M. Ravindra, Roorkee) 


month a Pakistani was given a ‘karate 
kick by a white youth in an under¬ 
ground train, resulting in bis depth— 
The Statesman 

NEW DELHI: The Overseas Indian 
Association in Britain has condemned 
the “naked struggle for power among 
politicians in India with total dis¬ 
regard to the national interests.” Mr 
S Supiramaniam chairman of the 
association, who has just finished a 
six-week visit to India said that 
Indians in Britain were depressed 
over the degeneration that has crept 
into the Indian political svstem. Mr 
Scpiramaniam who is a member of 
the London Transport Authority said 
that his organisation is committed to 
supporting all democratic and secular 
foroea in India. He said that the asso¬ 
ciation felt that Mrs Gandhi is capa¬ 
ble of providing a viable leadership 
at this moment of crisis in the Indian 
pohtical scene—I he JntUan hjcprehs 


THE FALL of my Governmenl 
was engineered by tiie tea and 
plywood industries and the upper 
Assam liquor lobbw — Golap Bor- 
bora, Assam’s ex-^. 

tF LAW and order is abrcnt from 
anywhere in West Bengal, it Is 
the AssemMy House vmere the 
Oppositimi has done away with 
every rule and convention —> 
Subhas Chakravarty, CFI(M) MLA 

IF 70 per cent of the population 
is illiterate, what is wrong wlifii 
having a Parliament widt illitm-- 
ate'people — Jagjivan Ram 

1 AM a politician. How can 1 
withdraw my interest in pMitics 
— Sanjedva Reddy 

MY PAR’TY is not in seardi of 
certificates from the so-called pro 
gressives — CSiandrashekhar 

I AM not Waiting in a queue' to 
meet anyone — S. N. Mishra at 
Havana in reaction to reports ttial 
he had not been able to meet 
Fidel Castro 

JIMMY CARTER loved us when 
he first came to office, now he 
doesn't even talk to us. If he 
could behead me he’d do it just as 
Nixon would have — Jade Ander¬ 
son 




humour in real life 



WE WERE intrigued to see a 
shabby looking person wearing 
CBl PIPS on his shoulder flaps. On 
hesitant enquiry we learned that 
he worked for Ontral Bank of 
India — S. Amin Eqbal, Sahibganj 
A SUB EDITOR in an English 
language newspaper in Delhi to 
his colleague: ‘This must be a 
mutilation. What on earth is Kon- 
kani? 1 only know of Cockiuy 
spoken in parts qf London” — 
Mandira Das Gupta, Calcutta 


pnz6 ra 30 for th* •niry givan first 
•nd tc 10 fot tha othar ilani 
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GOOD TI DINGS 

MH. Charan Sinfh recently told 
8tnn)AY, in another context, that 
he would certainly vialt Mrs 
Gandhi at her house if. for exam- 


THE ISRAELI 
C ONNECTION _ 

P. N. BALASUBRAMANIAM, busi¬ 
nessman, politician, adventurer, 
and a friend and business asso¬ 
ciate of Kantibhai Desai, who 
came to India on August 19 and 
wrote to Prime Minister Charan 
Singh a letter promising to dis¬ 
close the foreign deals of Kanti 
Desai and Suresh Ram, entered 
India via Nepal. What is more is 
that he was escorted by PLO 
representatives because his life 
was threatened by some Israeli 
agents. Why ? Bala, it may be 
recalled, has accused Kantibbai of 
having business relations with an 
Israeu firm deabng in arms and 
anununltion: Consolidated Pac- 
hcrt. 


RSS NOT WELCOME 

THE King of Nepal, Birendra Shah 
Dev, who arrives in India on 
September 19, is said to have re 
fused permission to ttie RSS t» 
Start shakhas in Nepal RSS 
leaders, It may be recalled, bad 
been trying to meet the Idng 
during the Janata rule, when 
ftree of its important leaders, V. 
K. Saktocha, Kedar Nath Sahni 
and Subramaniam Swaniy tried 
unsucoeasfulte to have his '*dar- 
■han". Baiasabeb Deoras also 


pie, a grandchild was bom. Well, 
Chaudhury Charan Singh might 
Just have to do that—^whether ai 
Prime Minister or cx-Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Sanjay and Maneka Gandhi 
are expecting their first child 
around December-January. 


wanted to visit Nepal for the 
same reason but was not en¬ 
couraged. King Birendra is of the 
view that neither Nepal nor India 
should patronise any particuiar 
political Party in both the coun¬ 
tries. The reason for this is very 
dear. King Birendra is trying to 
woo the Indian Government. He 
will be meeting the PM during 
his proposed visit. He is also 
meeting Babu Jagjivau Bam. His 
intention in meeting these two 
leaders is to weaken B. P. Koi- 
rala’s lobby in India, spearheaded 
bv the Janata Party chief, Mr 
Chandrashekhar. 


DEPRIVED _ 

DEFENCE Minister C. Subramo- 
uam has deprived Mr. Jagblr 
Singh, the Minister of State in 
his Ministry, of many departments 
which were under the State Mims- 
ter in the past. The departments 
allocated to Mr. Jagbir Singh are 
the ordnance factories and other 
departmental undertakings under 
the department of Defence Pro¬ 
duction, the National Cadet Corps, 
the Territorial Army, reaettlement 
of ex-servicemen and the section 
deabng with military lands and 
cantonments. What surprised Mr. 
Jagbir Singh was that tiuee pubbe 
aactor companies related to the 
department of Defence produc¬ 
tion were not given to him. Tbe.W! 
companies are HAL, Misbra 


Dhatu Nigam, and Bbarat Djma* 
mlcs Limited. During tbe past 
regunes of Nebm, Mrs Gandhi 
and Morarji Desai the department 
of Defence Production was alwavs 
allocated to the State Minister. 
During Mr. Desal’s reidme 
Sher Singh as Minister of State 
did all the work relating to 
Defence Production. 


EDITOR, MP 7 _ 

THE Ananda Bazar Patrika group 
may have to look around for a 
new editor for their fortnightly 
New Delhi if incumbent Kbush- 
want Singh accepts the offer 
which. Mrs Gandhi i.s making to 
him. She wants her most loyal 
jonrnabst to stand for the Lok 
Sabha polls from South BomW- 
This is a comparatively safe seat 
for Mrs Gandhi’s Parfy, at least 
in the opinion of her analysts, and 
Khushwant Singh’s days in the 
Illustrated Weekly did make him 
a darUng of the South Bombay 
types. So will Khushwant Singh 
become our next Information and 
Broadcasting Minister if Mrs 
Gandhi wins the elections? Wc 
assume he will not bring in cen¬ 
sorship. 


UNAC CEPTA BLE 

MR K C. PANT has outmanoeu¬ 
vred Mr Chandrajit Yadav by 
nominating nearly 50 persons of 
his group to tbe vacant seats in 
the AICC from UP. After the 
1976 split a majority of the AICC 
members had gone over to Mrs 
Gandhi and only 17 were left with 
Mr Swaran Singh. A majority of 
these 17 were tho.se who had no 
choice because Mrs Gandhi would 
not have welcomed them. Even 
Mr Pant had tried his best to 
merge the Congress with the Con¬ 
gress (1). chandrajit Yadav and a 
few others who stood by the Con¬ 
gress were not taken into confir 
dence when any crudal decision 
was taken. This time also Mr Ya¬ 
dav gave 30 names to the Con¬ 
gress president for the AICC. But 
none of them was nominated to 
the AICC, thanks to tbe K. C. 
Pant-Swaran Singh group. Now 
Mr Yadav is perplexed. He does 
not know what to do. But Us sup¬ 
porters have suggested that he 
join tbe Janata (S). Informed 
sources are saying that Mr Yadav 
has made up Us mind and he 
can join the Janata (S) at any 
moment. 

D. E. NIZAMUDDIN 
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Ufe aie move than just Flashlight 
manufacturers... 

and tt was time our name reflected it 


Ftam t* 

iMldlakto..jnlaiami« kalbi... 

diy MU* 

W* ttarlcd off u •laciroptatera. 
Than cama Flaahlighta & miniatuxa 
bulba and cloae on their heela 
cama dry cella. And today Gaep 
ia the aecond largaat manufactuiar 
<d dry calls & lladdights in the 
country with a ranga of 18 
diSarent tYpes/sizea of flashlights 
A S varialies of cells. And yet our 
name railactad only flaritlights. 


Sean haalaty ft food pradaeta A new dynamUm...a saw nuna 


Soon, Caap will mean even 
more. Lika hosiery—a ranga of 
vests and briefs that irill bear 
the stamp of Gaep'a consumer 
marketing expertise wilt coma to 
you through our vast retail 
network. And in as divergeiit a 
line as food products, that will 
combine economy with excellence 
of quality. 


With all this activity, a change in 
name was really inevitable—a 
name that reflected the diverse 
fields of Ceep's currant acbvities 
& future plans— Ceep Industrial 
Syndicate Limited. But beneath 
this new name will be the same 
irrepressible quality, the same 
finesse, the same d^amism —all 
symbolised by the same brand 
name that today is a household 
name—Geep. And thus begins a 
significant era with a bright, 
succasaful past lighting up the 
rray toward a new horizon 








Election 
Race : 
Karpoori 
Thakur 
Ahead 











An idea 

/thatdkks 

yasagift. 



Giftino the Agfa Camen is 
another way of saying 
smile i^sa. Agfa Cwnaras 
are availabie from Rs. 75/> 
upwards. There is a camera 
to suit every pocket. These* 
cameras are made to 
intamationai standards, and 
are availabie from over 1^)0 
AGIL dee l e rs all over India. 


V 

GIVE A SMILE. 



GET ASMLE. 


Distributors* 
AGFA-GEVAERT 
INDIA LIMITED 
41. Merchant Chambers. 
New Marine Lines 
Bombay-400020 

® Raguiarad Trad* Mark 
Agta'Gawaan Anmarp/ 
Lavarkimn 
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Gas and Indigestion. High Cholesterol. Joint Pains. 

Can you live with these 
problems after thirty? 



\bucan. 

With Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls. 


YoMf body's resistance is not the same 
as when you were younger Now,you need 
to take extra care of yourself. 

Medical authorities have proved the 
age-old wonder of garlic therapy. 

Sophisticated medical tests 
confirm the preventive and curative 
properties of garlic therapy. 

<iji,'lt relieves gas and indigestion, eases 
heartburn. 


Bui, in Ranbaxy.p Garlic Pearls, the 
pure, concentrated extract of raw garlic is 
available in a convenient, odourless form 

Taken regularly. Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls 
help both men and women overcome 
so many health problems 

Ranbaxy : A name doctors trust. 

Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls is a product of 
Ranbaxy Laboratories a name the 
medical profession has come to trust 


^^’It reduces high cholesterol levels. 

It helps ease disabling joint pains. 

^jgj'lt prevents and controls recurring 
coughs and colds. 

Ranbaxy's Garlic Pearls—all the 
goodness of raw garlic without the 
smell. 

Raw garlic, once cooked, loses its 
curative properties. 


Look after yourself. 



RANBAXY'S The natural way to all-round health 
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Here's 
Amul Milk 
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Offer valid \l/\/ ^ 
, till 31st , 7 

December,'' 

, 1979.. 


* 4 i 



Put 21 hedpi'd tdblospooni of Amul Milk Powcioi into a 
i litte tumbler Stir into a •.niooth paste with a little 
warm water Add hot water up to top and stir Milk is 
now ready foi drinking Good tor use in tea and coffee, 
and for making t urds and dess* rts Makes you thankful 
for Its convenience Guaranteed puie 


MILK POWDER 
It’s like having 


Amul 

^IILK powdep 


m 


Marketed by { 

Guiarut Co oiieiafve Milk Maiketing ' ^ 
F»di>i.tlion Ltd Anand 


* 'i i, , 
*> i ^ 
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AYEAROT 

SPAN 

love reading SPAN 


It contains« 






The Signs Of Hope - Flynn and 4) The 
Alternative Society Rexroth 

Please send SPAN as my gift to 
I Name (Mr Mis Miss) _ __.... 


I Stale_PIN CODE_ 

II etKiose Postal Order Q Bank Draft Q Money Order Receipt Q 

I Date ___ Signature— 


iSPAN, 


AN AMERICAN MAGAZINE FOR INDIA. 





















PPS HPG 779 


Ade an architect 
about ^ass 
Hell tellyou about 
Hindusthan-Pilkington 

quality 



h 


For Architects the world over 
Pilkington stands for superior quality 
glass Only Hindusthan-Pilkington 
with know-how of Pilkington Brothers 
England can offer that superior 
quality glass in India 
Better still this quality is available m 
a wide and versatile range fire 
finished transparent sheet by the PPG 
process for maximum visibility and 
minimum distortion Figured and 
Patterned for light diffusion and privacy, 
attractive patterns in white and tints 
of blue green and amber soothing 
Calorex for heat absorption Wire 
reinforced for fire resistance For that 
sophisticated look in offices and 
homes hotels and hospitals factories 
and air terminals—use Hindusthan- 
Pilkington Glass 



We set the standards 
Always have Always will 


HINDUSTHAN-PILKINGTON GLASS WORKS LIMITED 

HINDUSTHAN BUILDINGS 

A CHITTARANJAN AVENUf CALCUTTA 700072 TrLEPHONE 23 1181 B TELFX 021 78S4 HPGW IN 

NEW OELHi, BOMBAY, MADRAS 





Binny blends- 
perfectly. 
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CHAITBA.SB'.SII 


Wherever (he call of duty (akes you, 
we are close by to serve you. 


You can count on us! 


You will find us at 
far off places like Leh, 
Keylong, Bomdila, 
Kaigil Ziro oi Drass 
We have a branch 
as high up as 3,680 
metres— at Kaza in 
Himachal Pradesh 

Defence Personnel. 
ex-Servicemen and 
their recognised 
association., are cjivon 
special facilities 

• Cuiient acc( untn are 
exempted fiom 
yeaily charges 

• Standing instructions 
for remittance of LIC 


premia, club 
subsci iptions.etc 
are can led out free 
of charge 

All remittances for 
settlement of dues like 
children s school/ 
college fees oi the 
family’s m nntenance 
are effected at par 

All cheques diawn 
on any of our offices 
are collected fiee 
of charge Immediate 
credit IS given for 
out'^tation cheques 
up to Rs 2 600 


Your salary/pension 
can go straight into 
your State Bank 
Account No charges 
No queues 
No waiting 

All cheques issued 
by Army Postal 
Directorate on RBI 
Nagpur in respect of 
postal life in'-urance 
policy amounts 
negotiated at par 



A** 


’■ 



At the service of 
the Defence Services, 
at over 5000 offices 
countrywide. 
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AN ANANDA BAZAR EUBln-AIION 




Biha'- IS set for the bloodies' electoral battle in Its 
history The issues of reseiva ion for the backwards 
and communalism have evoked vo'a'Ile passions In the 
State And the various social groups will use gun-, and 
lathis to protect what they have o, to gam whai tiey 
want Already the bloody games or politicians are 
evident — for instance in Jamshedpur 


COMMENT 


Opinion 13 

COVER STORY 


Bihar s boiling blood 16 


SUNDAY SPECIAL _ 

Mrs Gandhi's hard times are over|Arthur Pais 28 
SPECIAL REPORT 


The great railway strike 'George Fernandes 48 


CONVERSA TION_ 

There IS no equal to Nehru now Raj KnshnalKewal Varma34 
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Shining example David McMahon 
De'hi Diary D E Nizamuddin 


Dr Raj Krishna former member of the Planning Com 
mission was the chief spokesman of the new econom c 
policy of the Janata Government In an exclusive Inter- 
view he describes the new ground the Government tried 
to break in helping the really poor But he eventually 
had to resign when politicians liierally sabotaged many 
of his proposals 


Cover transparency by Kamal Sahai 



The great railway strike of 
1974 marked a watershed in 
the history of the Indian trade 
union movement With over 
a million people Involved i* 
was the largest such action 
ever undertaken and the way 
It was crushed provided a 
firm pointer to the penod of 
authoritarianism that was to 
follow soon George Fer¬ 
nandes, whose work it was 
more than anybody else sin 
the Arst of two articles gives 
an authoritative account of 
the buildup to the strike 


Editor M ) Avhar 

Acst^am Editor Suh jv Editorial Staff N rmil M tia 
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Delhi Correspondent A)o/i 
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Fur the 

high performanee 
car tyre, 
nowhxdihn’ 

^agn 



HI-P stands fw Higb PerfonnaiKe. 
And it means exactir iriiat it says. 

In every aspect of 
tyre performance. / 


Dunlop C49, India s most preferred car tyre 
IS better than ever before A new manufacturing 
concept and a High Performance rubber 
compound now make Dunlop C49 HI P the 
most dependable car tyre on the road 

HI P makes the rubber on the tyre stronger, 
more durable, more resistant to abrasion 
In other words reliability under the 
toughest driving conditions It also provides 
better road grip making for greater 
safety during emergency braking 

High performance That s what makes 
Dunlop C49 Hl-P the largest selling car tyre 
today Once you fit Hl-P,you can 
sit back and relax I 




(mm 




High performance all round 
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Politicians are cynically 

using Ns name | |[^ 

EXPLOITATION 
OFJP 


o 



HOW 

AYUB 

KHAN 

LOST 

IN'65 


Fiends indeed! 

I T lb pamJui and sad to sec that 
people, including ‘close asso¬ 
ciates' oi JP and some politiaans. 
are exploiting his name to tultil their 
own ambitions (“The exploitation ot 
JP" by Bhola Chatterji, August 12). 
The mannei in which some Janata 
leadcis dragged the ailing leader 
trom his sickbed into the morass of 
dirty politics during the recent 
political crisis, produang letters 
which they claimed to be ‘written’ 
by him, shows the level to which our 
powei-hungry politiuans can sloop. 
Even alter two years have passed, 
nobody yet knows what happened to 
the Rs 9 lakhs collected on the eve 
oi the revered leadei’s birthday in 
1977, while JP has himself said be 
has nothing to d(> with the money 
It appears that the very same people 
who have misused the name of 
Gandhiji, are now eagerly awaiting 
JP's demise to prey on him. No 


wonder the rumour about his ‘death’ 
was taken for granted, and arrange¬ 
ments were made for his cremation 
even before an official announcement 
of bis death. 

Annur Ravindran, Bangalore. 

JANATA leaders have always been 
evading JP, calling him an outsider, 
but when they realised they could 
put his name to good use, they did 
not hesitate to exploit him. Is it 
not a heinous sin to so treat a man 
who is hovering between hie and 
death? And will history forgive the 
men who have misused his name? 
Sudhanshu Ranjan, Begusarat. 

UNDOUBTEDLY, the sick man is 
being shamelessly used for cynical 
personal gains. Just after Chaudhury 
Charan Singh became the PM, Raj 
Narain went to meet JP, After the 
meeting the ‘Netaji’ addressed a 
Press conference daiming that ‘the 
Charan Singh Ministry has been 
blessed by JP and the Loknayak has 
asked to strengthen it at all costs’. 
Immediately a secretary of the ailing 
leader had to release a Press note 
dissociating JP from any such re¬ 
mark. Can’t we spare this messiah 
the trouble ot being embroiled in 
iilthy politics? 

Maharaj K. Knvd, Srinagar. 

1 WAS amused at your rcierciice to 
Gandhiji’s "shiewdness”. Gandhi too 
was exploited by ciui national leaders 
in the pie-ParUtion days. Gandhi, 
who once told Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad “India would be partitioned 
only over my deacl body’’ ultimately 
yielded to the piessurcs oi the so- 
called national icaders. JP, iur bis 
pait, has failed in his natmnal 
misson because he is essentially a 
Cidudhian. Subhas Chandra Bose, 
one might recall, had written jii bi.s 
book Indian Struggle: “India’s salva¬ 
tion can never be achieved by Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi ” Neither, one presumes, 
can it be achieved by bis disapics. 
Bidyut Kurruir Mukherjee, Calcutta. 


Worthy daughte*' 

1 HAO long been waiting for an 
interview with Benazir Bhutto, 
and the one she gave to Peter 
Niesewand (“The military regime 
wants to eliminate us”, August 5) 
wa<- a treat. Benazir Bhutto, at 25, 
appears to have fully matured into a 
genuine politician. If she can, as 
slit! suggested in her interview with 
Mr Niesewand, mobilise the Pakis¬ 
tani people anci give them a sense of 
participation in the process of resus¬ 
citating Bhutto's Pakistan People’s 
Party in order to rid Pakistan of 
Zia and his autocracy, and steer her 
Paity to victory in the elections, who 
Knows, she might prove herself a 
worthy daughter of a worthy father. 
Nafisc Ahmed, Golaghat 

TALKING about the miracles that 
ocruried alter the death of her 
father, the late Z. A. Bhutto, one 
ran just about tolerate the story of 
someone being cured of his or her 
disease after eating the petals on the 
martyr’s grave. But someone told 
Benazii that m his life he had read 
70,000 khatma (complete readings of 
the Koran). This seems to be quite 
interesting. According to calcula¬ 
tions, a nonnal man cannot work for 
more than 18 hours a day. If be 
happens to be a hafeez (one who 
knows the Koran by heart), he will 
take a minimum of .six hours to read 
the Koran once. That means, in a 
day he can read the Koran only two 
and a half times. Therefore in a 
ve.tr he can read the Koran 912.5 
tunes (369 2 5 -912 5) Conse- 

quenih to lead the Koran 70,000 
tunes he will require 76 6 years 
(70,000/912.5 - 76 6). Now even if 
throughout his lile this man has 
done nothing else but read the 
Koran, u seems highly improbable 
that he could have completed this 
m imnioth task. Bosidv.s, we are all 
unaware of the age of the man. 
Ghaya.r, Aligarh 


Hastening history 

I p ONE subscribes to Aii Marshal 
Asghar Khan’s view of the 1965 
Indo-Pak war (“How Ayub Khan 
lost in ’65’’. August 12) that had 
Pakistan not accepted a cease lire, 
the course of history might well 
have changed, what happened in 
1971 might have happened earlier. 

J, M. Maroods, Bareuly 

WHILE Air Marshal Khan’s anxiety 
to convince his readers about the 
commanding position of the “triump¬ 
hant and invincible” Pakistani forces 
in the 1965 conflict against a numeri¬ 
cally superior army is understand¬ 
able, the situation on the battlefield 
was entirely different. Field Mar¬ 
shal .Ayub Khan’s desperate gamble 


to halt Indian ‘expansionism’ was, 
from the very outset, doomed to 
tallure. The Pakistani hopes ot the 
Kashiniri.s using in revolt against 
the Indian forces were belied, and 
su was the expectation that the 
Indians would not react vigorouslv. 
Instead, the Pakistanis were com¬ 
pelled to use their Patton tanks 
defensively. The tank battle in the 
Kbemkaran sector, which was later 
described as “Patton-nagar”, littered 
with destroyed and disabled Pakis¬ 
tani Pattons, would need a great 
deal of space to describe Students 
of inilitarv history still recall what 
independent and qualified observers 
ha<l said in The Twtes of London 
and Time magazine about the 1965 
conflict. 

Lt Col Anant Deexit (Retd), Jodhpur 


AT ONE point Aii Marshal Khan 
laments that "the conflict had been 
unexpeiied" and .so Pakistan failed 
to muster active support in time; at 
another he writes that as the incur- 
'■ion oi A/ad Kashmir volunteers 
across the cease fire line into Indian- 
occupied Ka.shmir “began to increase 
in intensity it became obvious that a 
major shift had occurred in our 
policy towards Ka.shinir’’. He also 
sdy.s that a suggestion t" this effect 
had been made a few months earlier 
to field Marshal .4\ub Kh.in and 
that he was advised to “accept the 
risk that such a move entailed”. 
Wasn’t Pakistan itching lor a show¬ 
down’' 

Sunil Kumar Singh, Patna 

IHE I 0 S.SCS suffered by the Pakistani 
Air Force wc-re lar greater, if not 
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more than double those sustained by 
the lAF The damage done in Indici 
was insignificant since most of the 
PAF’s sorties had missed their tar 
gets I bebeve the author has deii 
berately ignored the fact that most 
PAF pilots were not trained well 
enough to man the cwnplex and 
sophisticated equipment they bandl 
ed in the war Air Marshal Asghar 
Khan had himself acted as Ayub’s 
messenger to Iran and Turkey to 
ask for help in the shape of fighter 
planes and tanks which he was 


Priests 

or politicians ? 

S UBIK ROY s report on the meet¬ 
ing of the ioui Sbankaracharyas 
("Revive Hinduism' August 12) was 
perceptive The object of the meet 
ing was not to discuss the piesenl 
pight ot Indian soacty but what can 
be done to lemvigoratc it morally 
One common motive of ail the re 
ligious leaders was to denigrate the 
'shankaracharya of Kanchi I am 
not conterned with defending him 
but men who an given to finding 
fault with other people s credentials 
bdvc only themselves to thank when 
other people are curious about thcii 
own The Snngen Math is only 
sonic 40U years old and its head is 
a Shankardcharya only by demotic 
leputation The lineage of the Badar< 
Acharya is only as old as his mi 
nistry—less than, say, 20 years He 
was appointed to his holy office by 
Kaipatii Swann of the Ramrajya 
Panahad fame who disapprovc'd of 
the successor nominated by the last 
Badati guru The Supreme Court 
has ruled Kalpatiis protege as an 
imposter Still thanks to the tick 
ing of the Kalpatn’s afiluent dis 
cipies among the laity, he still calls 
himselt a Shankaracharya Ihe pre 
sent Snngen Math claims to have 
been founded by the Adi Shankara 
12 centuries ago, the Dwarka Math 
claims to have been set up by him 
about 2,000 years ago According 
to both, the bhankaracharya’s life 


demed by both .countries The 
losses suffeicd by Pakistan prompted 
Sii James, the Brmsb High Commis¬ 
sioner to Pakistan, to advise Ayub 
to appeal for a cease fiie Later Mr 
Bhutto th(n an adviser to Ayub, was 
warned at the UN about the trouble 
Pakistan would invite if it did not 
agree to a cease hre immediately 
Any further concession to Air Mar 
shal Asghar Khan’s advice would 
have surely cut Pakistan to size six 
years before 1971 
M R. Sharma, Allahabad 


span was only 32 years Yet, the 
two “Sbankaraebaryas” from these 
maths have both found it possible 
to agree that they descend tioiii the 
4di bbankara' This shows that then 
aiiivities are on the level ol politics 
at its diiticst and most cynically 
amoral And ^o think of them as 
till spiritual mentors of Hindus 
today* lliese so-catlod gurus will 
be doing society and themselves 
much less spiiitual haini by discard 
ing then robes and eaining their 
bit ad by honest labour 
Rama Sharma, Calcutta. 

IHl Swainis can suivive as ‘gums 
tor only thiee per cent ot the popu 
lation, the rest of us are never ready 
to accept them Hinduism lan never 
be icvived by religious parasites but 
only by social levolulionarics like 
Pciiyar F V Ramasamy Hinduism 
can ccitainly survive without thi 
Vaina system or Brahminism which 
IS based on antisocial sterile and 
repressive dogmas like pollution and 
untouchability II religion depended 
on such practices, the shudras could 
do without it, and God would haid 
ly, in that event, deserve the epithet 
omnipotent” It seems that all 
the swamis want to do is revive ex 
ploitation 

k A Poonkodi Selvan, Thtruvaiyaru 

MR ROY mentions ' Kalti” as the 
birthplace of the Adi Shankara It 
IS Kaludy (PIN rode 683574) near 
Cochin in Kciala and not Kalti. that 
IS his birthplace 
S Frabhakaran Nair, Cochin 


V. Important 

ip item by D I Ni/aniiiddin In 
Delhi Diaty ()ul\ 22) about 

the New b< Ihi Muiiiii 1 Committee 
cont (Ills tactual eriois Ihe trian 
giilai site icterred to iti the report 
I not the' only place to be redevelop 
ed and given the neressaiy lace lilt 
Ihis IS only part ol the extensive pro 
gi amine coyenng almost all sectors 
ot the city under the luiisdietion of 
NUM( Ihe fact is that eve ly road 
juiKiion, roundabout and it\ outer 
St I 'll nt has be en taken up feu deve 
lo,jn)'i nt, many ol which have been 
eomplitert without legaid for who 
lives mar oi aiound the lespectivi 
sites lo Us evfiy e.iti/cii ot Delhi 
is I VIP 

Riuihu Nathan, Puhl < Rflatu>n<i 
Olluir NDMC New Delhi 


A denial 

I RI11 R to your repoi t ‘Plane 
rinse hief (Auaust 5) which men 
tions that tin Iniickci ‘negotnitcd 
VMlIi llie West Bengal Chiel Serec 
lii\ \1i Rathin Singupta and the 
Itiiuiaclesh Deputy High Corn 
iiiissione I Mi Ali<|u//jindn Khan' 
Ml Aliqu/zirnin Khan nevei talked 
to the hi|iik I It rny stage 
A II M XOdnl Matin Ranqladah 
Dijiulif liiijli e oiiini s ion, Calcutta 


Flying thought 

I N (JUI/ (August 5) Jogindcr Singh 
is ic Idle cl to as the* ‘Hying 

Sikh Mils IS not tiuc It is Mill^a 

Singh who is, the “Hying Sikh" 
Safil Sc n Ciupta Lumdmg 

While Mtlkha Smgh, too is 
papula'- as fhe “Flifing Smh”, 
laqmdf'T Smgh a Kenyan nation 
at earned the title after umintnp 
the annual African Safari Rally 
thrice Thus ts the world’s most 
da'iiierou<< cross country motor 
rally and Joqtndei Singh holds 
the world record 



In the Russian orbit 

L startling revelation by your 
special correspondent about the 
way "USSR sabotaged Bhaskara 
(August 12} is a warning to out 
scientists and the C^veinment The 
fact that the satellite was taken to 
a so-called strategically impdrtant 
place where no Indian scientists 
were allowed explains why the vital 
instruments of the satellite stopped 
functioning The TV camera on 
Bhaskaia, if in order, would have 
helped usher in a new era of ecxino 
mic prosperity m India. It was to 
transmit photographs of Indian soil 
indicating deposits of minerals m 
various regions of the country But 
of course a big powei would not 
like a developing country to com 


pete with it 
Ranjifc Kumar Cat a 

A FAILURL IS a failure, and we 
should not try to put the blame for 
It on somoohe without proper justi 
lication — which is not always pro 
V ded bv a story 
S R Jam, Bangilore 

VOUR correspondent says the “USSR 
'■abotaged Bhaskara' because ‘ it Is 
not m the Riisvian interest to have 
anothvi satellite remote sensing 
Russian soil" jnd because ‘a few 
pic uies of Russian missile bases’ as 
well as of “PlNSltCH in Pakistan” 
cou d have been "flashed bapk to 
Bangalore or Ahmedabad" This ar 
gument woulci appear to fall through 
when one considers that there are at 
present more than 8 000 satellites 



orbiting the earth many of them 
eqiiippid with TV cameras taking 
pictuics of cvciy nook and curnei of 
the globe These include quite a 
knge nurnbei ol undisclosed military 
spy satellites ol the Pentagon scan 
niiig all countries of the world, es 
p< daily (hina and the USSR The 
IV laiticias ol a satellite built by a 
btgiiini I almost an appientice, lu 
tin held of space technology could 
not possibly be of concern to Russia 
P R Sarkar, Calcutta 


IHL hne below the beading of the 
icport ‘Ihiir is no othi r explana 
tion foi failure" betrays the author’s 
poor knowledge ot things scientific 
Alter all any man made instrument 
has a chance ot developing a defect 
L Mcnon, Non Delhi 
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ORL than 160 days have 
passed since the Govern¬ 
ment of the Janata 
Parly’s first Chief Minis 
tei in Bihar, Karpoori 
n'hakui fell Duiing this peiiod, 
Kaipouii rhdkur has done many 
things, some successfully, others un 
successfully Among his tailuies 
must be counted hes inability to 
bring down the' Goveinment of his 
successcii Ram Sundar Das Among 
Ins Sutcessc's bunging down Men at 
ji Dcsai's (loveinment It has been 
a hertii time loi linn -and not mete 
ly in TX'lhi Apatt from politicking 
Kaipuuii Hiakui has aLso dune some 


thing which is going to stand him in 
very good stead very soon He has 
toured the whole of Bihar, every 
lehsil, and addressed public meetings 
The response, he says, has been 
overwhelming “Mo meetings have 
been hold Idee this after the Finer 
goney election campaign,” he told 
me, pointing out that he laiely had 
a eiowd of less than 5,000 and a 
lew times the gathering has touched 
the 100,000 mark—as in Ma/affaipui 
when he announced George Fernan 
des’ candidature towards the end ol 
August Lven allowing for due ex 
aggeration, Kaipoori Thakur's one 
man campaign to swciop his State for 




Blood hovers over the election scene in Bihar. 
At the moment Karpoori Thakur is ahead. But 
there are still three months of campaigning 
left. 

The only thing that is certain is that everything 
is uncertain. 






his Party, the Janata (S), has begun 
to tell on the nerves of his opponents. 
The reports of the impact he is mak¬ 
ing are beginning to filter through 
to various political headquarters of 
Patna. 

On the evening ot August 30. 
Karpoori Thakur had finish^ one 
such meeting: ^ Bikramganj, a dis¬ 
trict town dominated by the uppei 
castes, or the forwards as they are 
known in Bihar (as opposed to the 
backwards, who are with Karpoori 
Thakur). Even here, more than 
20,000 people gathered at Bikaram- 
ganj bazar. The meeting finished at 
SIX. Karpoori Thakur wanted to get 
back to Patna that night, and went 
to the Dak Bungalow to collect hi.s 
singh*^ battered suitcase. As he was 
about to set off, he received a warn¬ 
ing. Information had reached the 
local polic'e that a taxiload of armed 
men wcie waiting on the way to 
assassinate Karpoori Thakur, on the 
Bikaramganj-Arrah-Sasaram road. 
Tive oil drums bad been used to 
blockade the road at a deserted spot 
Listening to advice, Karpoori Thakui 
waited iTioic than two hours before 
leaving lor Patna at 8.30 p.in., now 
accompanied by a police escort 
which he had requested )hey had 
hardly gone three or four miles 
when in the darkness they saw a taxi 
appioaching Hie taxi passed by 
both Karpoori Thakur’s car and the 
pohet' vehicle, when someone trom 
the taxi, alter leading the numhei 
of the car in which Karpoori Thakur 
was travelling, shouted, “Here they 
arc!" The taxi contained the armed 
men, and one assumes that they were 
returning to Bikramganj having 
given up their vigil. The taxi braked 
to a halt Karpoori Thakur, too, 
stopped his car, as did the police. A 
man came out ot the taxi. The police 
got out Seeing the police, the man 
lushed back to the taxi, which sped 
away 

Here was the first sign that this 
was going to be Bihai's bloodiest 
electoial battle. Karpoori Tliakur 
has asked his Party to organise two 
things for his campaigning First 
a station wagon, in which he can 
sleep, and which can survive the 
ruck and dust of the lost tracks in 
Bihar’s interior. Second: a perma 
nent pohee escort. 

I HIS is not going to be 
an ordinary or aa easy 
election. The mam issue 
that is going to stoke the 

_fires (never dormant, at 

the best of times) in permanently 
troubled Bihar is the crucial one of 
caste. The upper castes are fating 
the first serious threat to their 
domination of politics and admini.s- 
tration in this State, and the back¬ 
ward tastes seem to have realised 
that if thev cannot score a victory 
this time their march to power will 
be arrested by another decade. It is 
a fight for basics: jobs, benefits, 
development. And in this fight there 
are goin^ to be many pawns and 
many knights. By the time a chance 
comes for one side to checkmate 
the other, the chessboard could be 
littered with corpses. Already the 


"Godse Zindabad!” 
shouts RSS MLA in 
Bihar Assembly 


□ 


EADERS of SUNDAY 
■bottU be familiar with 
tbe aame of Mr Dinanath 
Pandey, the RSS MLA 
from Jamshedpur who 
played such ao important role 
in fomenting communal riots in 
the steel city in April. It is i>er- 
haps tbe tragedy of the RSS 
that it has members like Mi 
Pandkiy who, through their stupi- 
ditj, keep exposing the real and 
«ini.ster nature of the organisa¬ 
tion so crudely. Mr Pandey has 
done it again — on the floor of 
the Bihar Assembly. He had the 
temerity — or should one say 
the honesty ? — to actually raise 



Dinanath Pandey, Janata MLA 
from Jamshedpur, who shouted 
“Godse Zindabad!” on the floor of 
the Bihar Assembly. Is Mr Chan- 
drashehhar listening to this wax 
cry of the RSS, or is this too not 
serious enough to merit any atben- 
lion in the top leaderihip of the 
Janata Party? 


a skigaii in praise of the Mur¬ 
derer, the criminal, who inflicted 
the worst wound on the country 
in the history of the last few 
hundred years; Mr Dinanath 
Pandey actually in bis excitemeni 
shouted, "Gu^ Zindabad i” 

This was during the late June 
session of the Bihar Assembly. A 
general discussion on tbe budget 
was going on. Rajkumar Purve 
oi the CPI, in his sp(*ech, men 
tioned the Jamsh^pur riots and 
blamed the RSS as being respon¬ 
sible for.it Ramakant Pande, a 


Janata IklLA who owes bis alle¬ 
giance to the RSS (he was once 
diief of the RSS in Chapra dis¬ 
trict and is now the head of the 
RSS intellectuals in Patna Uni¬ 
versity) stood up to defend tho 
RSS. And in his reply Mr Rama- 
kant Pande not merely defended 
the RSS but said that he was 
proud to have absolute faith in 
the concept of Hindu rashtra, and 
said that this was neither a so¬ 
cial nor a political crime. 

This led to an uproar in the 
House. Raghunath Jha of tbe 
Congrcss(I) stood up and emotio¬ 
nally began shouting “Gandhiji 
Zindabad !" And in reply to this, 
Dinanath Pandey, who certainly 
does not need a microphone to be 
heard, raised the counter slogan. 
“Godse Zindabad !’’ 

Have we, then, reached a stage 
where an Honourable F.lccted 
Member of the Bihar A.ssembly 
can loudly and passionately raise 
slogans in praise of Natburam 
Go&e, and still remain an 
Honourable Member of the 
Janata Party? Was this why the 
Janata Party took a pledge at 
Rajghat ? Can tbei c be a bigger 
betrayal of the saint who not 
merely gave us .Independence but 
an ideology which has kept the 
country alive? Is this the way 
to honour a man who walked 
alone into a nightmarish Calcutta 
and silenced the venomous hate 
of Hindus and Muslims by the 
sheer miracle of his faith, the 
man who spent August IS in a 
bhangi colony, the martyr who 
died for Hindu-Muslim unity and 
friendship ? Is this what will 
ointinue to happen, is this what 
will continue to flourish, while 
the honourable leaders of the 
Janata Partg play their pretty 
wordgames over dual member¬ 
ship? 1 still have faith that, no 
matter what might have been the 
politics of the last few months, or 
of the last couple of yeai:.s, people 
like Mr Chandrashekhar, Mr S 
M. Joshi, Mr Madhu Dandavatc 
and Mr Surendra Mohan cannot 
coexist either inti-llectually or 
emotionally with the Dinanath 
Pandeys of this country -- and of 
course Mr Dinanath Pandey Ls 
only th® crude edge of the com¬ 
munal phalanx called the RSS. 
led by people of far greater so¬ 
phistication and intelligence Or 
*am I being too ambitious in siill 
having such faith in them ? 

M J AKBAR 



|idwiu> an dying oi waiting to dit 
in Jainshidpui Oava, Purnaa Sasa 
ram Qihai Shaiit Ranrhi Mu/affai 
pui Nalanda Monghyr Bcgusarai 
Be Ion the iLsulU an out on Dec 
cmbci 10 Bihar will be sprinkled 
with blood 

One of the slogans in the l‘}74 JP 
niosLiiunt had been Goonda llatao" 
—partirularly horn thi univirsities 
Today not merrly have goondas not 
been n moved but thr\ an in powir 
Th( thioiy of the vinous curie has 
ensured that they gel pationagc Irom 
all till Paitiis And the most ini 
tnediah cause for the nturn ot 
goonda powci has bein the Slate 
wide tivil war em the reservation 
issue 

I he moment Karpoori Ihakui 
innoiineed that jobs would be re 
served loi the baekwaid castes— 
incieie ntallv neaily 30 eastes” of 
the baekwaid Muslims have bc'en in 
eluded in the lescivation list too — 
the uppii eastes decided to take to 
the stieits Ihis was a little more 
tliaii a ye ai ago The upper c iste 
youths piitieulirly from the eolliges 
and leinfoieiel by the iiiban fiustiat 
cd iiiit ell po sisid eanie out on 
the stie't ind terrorised the cities 
'Itieie will < iste wais in hostels 
and eaiiipu is Buses weie buint 
Latin wieldini young men time honi 
Bigiisaiai to Pitna to elo>( elown the 
c ipital ind bring the Karpoon Guv 


ernnicnt down to its knees if they 
could not romove: him through the 
legislature In answer the backward 
castes partinilarly the yadavs and 
the kurmis, brought out their lathis 
And It was only the leply of the 
lathi that finally halted a movement 
which seemed at one point to be on 
the VII go ol success Buj what this 
wdi did was to 1e gitimise the pre 
senee ol goondas In th( rival camps 
and the political Parties began lop 
ing in goons into then ranics un 
suece-ssfully camouflaging them as 
political workers 

Ihise goondas will play tlk'ir role 
in the coming elections Bihar is 
alre ady well known lor the roving 
iMnds who spin the ir jerps across 
the polling booths on clecliun day 
and on the strength ol their illegal 
guns stamp up arbitriry votes 

in favour of one candidate or 
annthei Bihar must he one of the 
most ‘ well'armed’’ Mate s jii the 
eoiiniiy with we ipons eeimiiig nol 
only from aeross the bolder (parllv 
the Jegaey eif the Bangl ide<-h war) 
but also being manufactuied in 
Illegal workshops The gunsmiths ol 
Monghyi arc famous and it is esti 
mated that nioie than 300 woikshops 
aie engaged in pioduring illegal 
guns I hey are all walking at full 
rapacity these days to meet the 
glowing demand 


In fart, the great danger of vio 
lence IS not from the goondas, 
though they undoubtedly will sbed 
their share of blood, but from the 
normally law abiding citizen who 
will be provoked cither on acexiunt 
ot his religion oi his caste, to 
commit violence As each Party 
beings Its efforts to consolidate its 
vote It will use every means possible 
to mobilise sentiment in its favour 
What easier way than to incite hate’ 
Ihal IS why another round of riots in 
Jamshedpur took place duiing the 
last we*ek of August—and that is why 
Jamshedpur will not be quiet until 
the elections are over 
Ihe upper castes, in particular are 
pi opal mg furiously It Kai priori 
Tnakut wins the elections they know 
he will not eompioniise with them 
not after what has happened nol 
afte I till manner in which they fore 
cd the upper caste hgislatois to 
thiow the Kaipooii (loviinnient out 
not allei the way the Jana Singh 
md the USS m ide re moving him 
then one point piogianinn And 
thise castis will be helped by the 
peiliei and the bmi iiieiaev wliieh 
Ih inks to Bihar’s historv of uppei 
e isti duininaiKi is packed with 
piople fiom the fen wards They too 
iiiideInland the implications ol tin 
coming elections And they will fif ht 
to SIM the II privileges The beck 
waids will fight to win then lights 
Bihai will not know any pr ace 

]f)R the fiist tirfte in 
Indie eleitoial hisloiy 
thice people are liittliii 
to bceomc the next Pi'me 

- IMinisltr 111 I le I lie mi 

before have the people known who 
would had the nation in rise the 
luling Paity was doleatcel In 1171 
Ihe (>rand Alliance made the tc ruble 
mistake of not declaring who would 
be Its leadei if it won Lven in 
March 1977 the Janata Party mvci 
made clear who would be PM il it 
won — to what disastrous conse 
quencc' we now can appreciate Oi 
the four claimants for the lop |ob 
one Morarji Dcsai has withdiawn 
from the race The othci tbicc, 
C haudhuiy Charan Singh Babu 
Fagjivan Ram and Mrs Indna Gandhi 
arc asking the people to vote one ot 
them to power As Rani Lakhan 
Yadav, the veteran and powcitul 
Bihar Congress (S) leader puls U, 
the sentiment in the villages is siin 
pie ‘ Yeh Lai Kila ka jhanda kt 
lara* hat” (This is the wai for the 
flag oi Delhi s Red Fort) 

Karpoon Thakur, who loads the 
( haudhuiy camp, has got off to the 
bi'st start Ovci the last two ycais 
he has consolidated the backward 
vote behind him the yadavs, leur 
mis etcetera are with him Even 
the poorer banias. who have bene 
filed from reservation will support 
him A foimidable section of the 
hanjans, the paswans, will go with 
the alliance, and the fact that the 
Chaiidhury Government was formcMl 
on the RSS issue will surely have 
Its impact on the Muslim vote Plus, 
the alliance with the CPI and the 
CPI(M) ensures the front an atteac 



/fiw M Ihe* Camsh Fuja pandal whinh was alleged tie have been allocked 
with binnb', and destroyed thus leading to ihu round of violence Ihe 
leport 11H14 put out by till the major news agencies of 'he conmtry, cam 
M m all the newspapers and broadiast over Patna radio, aUhough AU 
India Radio, Delhi, fortunately dtd not put Dus ouH m its notional netos 
bullelm The whole story of the attack is a total fabneatkn by vested 
miei t .ts uho seem determmed to project the theory of Muslim aggresOon 
as the sole enus® for communal violence m the country. There is no 
mat K of any damage to the pandal, and no sign of any bomb ottaefc 
uni/uihcic m the miiaty But, unforUinately, thanks to ihe medu and the 
u ordoi mouth propaganda by motivated people this lie has become com 
mon hninvledge all over the country uoise it ts bemg accepted as Vie 
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tive leftist colouring, which could 
draw the working class towards it 
By projecting bhumihar leaders like 
Kapildeo Singh, Tarakeshwari Sinha 
and S. N. Mishra (not to mention 
the presence of Chairman Baj 
Narain hiinselt — he is a bhumihar 
too), the alliance hopes to at least 
cut into the upper caste bhumihar 
vote — but the chances of this suc¬ 
ceeding must remain low. as the 
forefront of the agitation against 
Thakur’s reservation policies last 
year. But il this arithmetic works, 
this (ould be the most formidable 
electoral alliance in Bihai, capable 
of winning more than 40 seats out 
of 54 

The C haudhui v lias one other 
thing going in his favour . the senti- 
nent that arises from the son ot 
1 kisan being I'M And this senti¬ 
ment is growing among the villagers 
Whether thes sentiment will even¬ 
tually be able to survive the mud- 
.slinging of the election campaign, 
and the multilude oi other emotions 
Hhat will be piovokc'd. leniains to 
be .seen. But at the moment it ex¬ 
ists B.mi l..ikhan Vadav told us the 
.sloiv ol a seiiiui Congiess colleague 
of his (a menibei ol the working 
committee) who drove down in a jeep 
Iroiii Delhi to I’alna Naturallv, he 
disguised his identity and kept on- 
quiiing all along the way about the 
prospects in the coining elections. 
He loiind the .scntiinenl running 
stioiiglv in favour ol f.haudhurv 
dial an Singh, at least among ihe 
peasantrv, anef all through the Hindi 
heal tland 

Mis Candhi has a certain amount 
of .support that cuts across caste 
and communal lines — the support 
that comes bccaii.se ol her pensona- 
lilv. from the tact that she is a 
woman, and troni her slogan of stabi¬ 
lity There is substantial arban 
support for her style ot functioning 
(“At least the trains lan on tunc”), 
find this cs coupled with disgust at 
the varioas and varied politicians 
who canT seem to make up their 
minds about anything except evnirai 
power brokering. Mrs Gandhi’s 
faults, to them, seem digestible in 
conipaiisori But this alone of course 
cannot cairy Mrs Gandhi to power. 
She will need the block votes that 
have traditionally been hers, but 
which partially de.scrted her ill 1977. 
.She will get ♦he brahmin vote — 
tofallv. But everywhere else there 
aie problom.s. 

The Janata Party had disappeared, 
except as a surrogate for the Jana 
Sangb — until Babu Jagjivan Bam 
was appointed its leader. The han 
jans woke up : here for the first 
lime had come the chance to make 
one ot them a Prime Minister, and 
whem would such an ojlportunitv 
come again ? One of the most in¬ 
teresting aspects of the elections 
will be to see how much of the 
harijan vote Babuji ran take away 
from Mrs Gandhi. Certainly he 
cannot take away all, because his 
credibility within his supporters is 
disastrously low — it is only senti¬ 
ment which will win him support. 
But among the hariians. the chn- 


mars would in all probability vote 
solidly for Babuji. In any case, this 
can’t be encouraging news foi Mrs 
Gandhi’s Party has to be seen in 
this context. 

Similarly, ihe Muslim vote. Tt is 
true that Mrs Gandhi did not get 
the Muslim vote in 1977, but this 
time she was certain that with the 
disenchantment of Muslims with the 
Janata and the BSS, they would come 
back to her. Then along came Baj 
Narain. and before anyone knew it. 
the BSS was not Mrs Gandhi's bogey 
any more, but Raj Narain's. More¬ 
over, Raj Naiain dvmon.strated that 
his strategy was working when be 
got the Muslim vote for his candi¬ 
date in the Fatc-hpur hyeloction last 
year, and dufcatcMl the Congiessfl). 

IND then there is H. N. 
Bahuguna, with his well- 
known sympathy towards 
the minorities, to add to 

-the weight ol the anti- 

BSS campaign carried on by a Party 
which has given itself a name which 
identifies it as anti-BSS. Mrs Gandhi 
has not made things easier fot her¬ 
self by withdrawing support from the 
Charan Singh Government, without 
any issue to use as a stick. And 
tlven she promptly went ahead and 
supported the BSS-backed Bam 
Sundar Das Ministry in Bihar and 
the Bhajan Lai Government in 
Haryana. She is trying to retrieve 


Thifi VI the teort of the m^mma- 
tory pamphlet being eiradated by 
some Hindu communalisps in order 
to incite the Hindu communttu 
agamn the Muslims. Thw pamphlet 
wax issued by something called the 
Hmdu Jagntt Sabha of Jamshedpur, 
but it was not signed in anyeme’e 
name. 

Hinduon, phoot tyago, male se 
chalna sikho. / Thokar kbai babut 
ab to sambalna sikbo./ O Sher kyou 
cbalte bo gldar ki tarah?/ Sher jis 
cbal se chalata hai wo chalna sikbo. 
(Hindus, forget disunity and learn 
to be united, you have suffered a 
lot, now learn from that why do you 
tiger walk like cowards? Lcam how 
tigers walk and walk like that) Hin¬ 
dus brothers and ^ters, texlay, in 
the name of sccailarism, the Govern¬ 
ment wants to wipe away our majo¬ 
rity. Is it a crime to be in the 
majority? The political Parties of 
India have always tried to please the 
Muslims, who only comprise IS per¬ 
cent of the population, and have 
always put the blame on us, who 
constitute 85 per cent of the iwpula- 
tion. 

In our own country we cannot 
i:elebrate our festivals, we cannot 
perform our pujas, we cannot raise 
oar voice against the oppression 
against us. Why? Have proceed¬ 
ings been started against the resi¬ 
dents oi Azad Basti who began the 
riots on April 11 and who threw 
stones and bombs at our procession? 

Who set the Ganesh puja pandal 
at Kadma on fire and who killed the 


her position by threatening to topple 
the Das Ministry in Bihar on the 
Jamshedpur riots issue. 

The Bihar Congress (I) is convinced 
that the upper castes will rally 
around it, along with the harijans 
and the Muslims, giving it the winn¬ 
ing (ximbination. Kamal Nath Singh 
Thakui, the youthful Congress (I) 
leader from north Bihar points out 
that even in the June 1977 Assembly 
elections the margins had begun 
narrowing, and there were many 
seats in March 1977 which went to 
the Janata by a whisker. He thinks 
that the only opposition to his Party 
can come from the Janata (S) and 
that for all practical purposes the 
Janata is finished. 

The Janata’s seats will be restrict¬ 
ed mainly to the traditional Jana 
Sangh belt of Ctaota Nagpur, plus 
whatever Satyendra Narain Sinha, 
the State Party Chairman can deliver 
from bis rajput quota—but in saying 
that one assumes that this rajput 
neta will remain with the Janata 
Party. The talk m Patna and Delhi 
is that he is bargaining with both 
the Congress (I) and the Janata (S). 
Considering that he is an upper caste 
leader, he is most likely to join Mr; 
Gannhi’s Party, thus avoiding a split 
in the upper caste vote. The split 
vote is the main worry of both the 
Congress (1) and the Janata. While 
the Janata (S) seems to have secured 
its voters, tlrc Janata and the Con 


poor harijans so mercilessly? Are 
Hindus’ heads being cut to win Mus¬ 
lim votes? 

Irrespective of the place where a 
ript starts, the local jwlice raids 
Hindu areas, abuses Hindus, molests 
our woman, and by doing so tries to 
raise-its prestige and line its pockets. 

We have tolerated this for a long 
time. But no longer. When we 
cannot safeguard our prestige and 
our religion then it is better to die. 

Hindus awake and realise your 
power. No one can oppress us to 
gain votes. Why should we cons¬ 
truct Puja pandals when bombs are 
thrown on them? Why are our en¬ 
tertainment programmes being curb¬ 
ed and all sorts of new rules being 
framed to make our festivals colour¬ 
less? We Hindus must pledge that 
we shall not ixlebrate any festival 
until the oppression against us, and 
the one-sided treatment given to 
Hindus is stopped. No Hindu will 
celebrate Durga Puja or Diwali. And 
he will tie a coffin on bis head and 
fight this oppression. 

The country and region always 
asks for sacrifice. We Hindus are 
ready to sacrifice everything. There 
is no Oriya, there is no Bengali, 
there is no Bihari, there is no I\in- 
jabi, there is no Maharashtrian. We 
are all Hindus and we are one. 

Muslims have taken a part of this 
country in the name of religion. 
Now they have no right to oppress 
us and hve here. 

O you sleeping tigers, wake up 
and understand your strength. 
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Over 

crackers 




With 

desserts 



puffs... 


We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 

NOG/I 


Mixed fruit jam 

The choicest fruits 
get themselves into 
this jam. 

And 4 other fruity ways 
to toast yourself 
at breakfast 


Orange M-m-marmalade 

Made from fresh-picked 
Nagpur orangesA delicious 
way to enjoy an orange 

Pineapple jam 
Mango jam 
Strawberry jam 
And Guava jelly 




-IT'S ONILY NATURAL! 


Mdhaiashtra Agio Industries Development Coipoiation Ltd Noga Unit. Nagpur 
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gress (I) are banking on the same 
reserve. 

The crucial vote will be the mino¬ 
rity vote. It is being taken as 
axiomatic that whoever gets the 
Muslim vote will be elected, this 
being such a close race. But the 
Janata, particularly the Jgpa Sangh. 
is trying to introduce a new clement 
into the election scene. Sensing that 
if the upper caste vote is .split, Mrs 
Gandhi is going to be the gainer, as 
she has far more credibility with the 
people than the Janata, the Jana 
Sangh is trying out a new strategy, 
the consolidation of the Hindu vote, 
cutting across caste lines. With 
Babuji as the leader, it can hope to 
get some of the hanjan vote, if the 
rest of the Hindus ran be brought 
together under a common slogan, 
then the Janata has the best chance 
of success. This slogan cannot be 
economic, as that would be too self- 
contradictory This slogan cannot be 
patriotic, because what prevents any¬ 
one else from being equally if not 
more patriotic? It cannot be caste- 



A hanian whose son was killed: 
the hartjans are retaliating against 
the Muslms by reusing to dean 
Muslim areas 


oriented, as that would defeat its 
purpose. But yes, it can be cultural, 
It can be communal. The surest way 
of putting Hindu votes into one 
basket is b> arousing communal bati- 
ed. It IS a fart that the funa Sangh 
or the RSS has always done well 
wherever there have b^n communal 
riots, or wherever there is a lar^e 
and economically strong Muslim 
population. The Jana Sangh has 
never done well in Hardwar or Mad- 
huban or any place where a clear 
Hindu majority does not biing it in¬ 
to contact, and therefore tension 
with the Muslims. 

Similarly, other Parties are search¬ 
ing desperately for the Muslim vote, 
and again what better way to get it 
than to incite the Muslims, paiticular- 
ly the strong goonda and lunmen 
element within the community? Then 
the vultures can ieed on the corpses 
ol fear and uncertainty and hatred 
and further violence The Congress 
(I) is in search of Mu-slim votes, and 
its hand was clearly visible in Jam- 


The Congress (I) will get 
two or three seats 


The latest Chief Minuter of 
Bihar (the State has rarely seen 
one last fer rhore than two years}. 
Ram Sundar Das, is a horijan : 
she first harijm to lead Bthar. 
His detractors caU Mm a show- 
boy, and a timid frontman for the 
Jana Sangh and RSS-daminated 
Janata Party. Still, his sigmtvre 
is a powerful one today, whether 
he signs on the dottM the at 
somebody eUehs behesS or not. 
His office kt the Sachroahtya is 
crowded with seekers of many 
kinds — of administrative bene¬ 
fits, of political patronage. At 
4 pm on Thursday, August 30 
he had just returned from a hop¬ 
ping tour of the riot-strichm 
Jamshedpur. 

Q : Who do you itiMi a 
responsible for the riots in 
Jamshedpur this time? 

A : Surprisingly, this time the 
earlier trouUe spots were peace* 
ful, and the main clashes took 

K t In Sbastrinagar and Dbat* 

. Two kinds of people couM 
fain from these riots : those who 
want the work of the enquiry 
ooDimisstoD into the last riots 
delayed, they could have done it. 
Or an organised group who want¬ 
ed to hart this Government could 
have done it Ihintt went off 
peacetully even on H. But there 
have been provocative speeches 
by trade unioaists. And on id 
imlod, 1 think, Muslims wore 
blarii armhandi and called their 
festival a “ghbm ka tyohar” - <a 


ttistival oi sorrow) this year. 
Anyway, 1 have ordered arrests 
ot anyone who is under suapidou, 
irresp^ive ot caste or creed. 

Q : You don’t see the Jana 
Sangh or the RSS or the Jomaat 
tn this? 

A : The Jana Sangh — do not 
take its name. It does not mdst. 
You can blame the RSS for poli¬ 
tical ends. It is being attacked 
all over the country. 1 can't see 
the RSS in this. 

Q : You are not ready to blame 
anyone? 

A : 1 am not ready to Uame 
any Party yet. It 1$ not my prac¬ 
tice to start blaming anyone 
without going deep into the mat¬ 
ter. But all the recent communal 
incidents have taken jilace after 
the announcement of the midterm 
poll. Communalism is a pridrfem 
tor the whole natjEon, not the 
State alone. 

Q : How do you CMMk pour 
Party toiU do in the TnieU«m pM 
in Bihar? 

A : Our Party will get ■ bik 
majority. Those who hive left 
the Janata will be defeated badly, 
tn the villages, ever since the 
Janata split, Uiey ere feeiing as if 
something they owned has bean 
taken away from Uiem. There ia 
a sense of betrayal, If this 
mood remains, we vml certainly 
get 42 or 43 seats. Tbe rest will 
go to tile Janata (S) or the Con¬ 
gress (I). The , Congress (t) wilt 
get only two or three seats. 

Q : Won’t this election be caste- 


ridden? 

A : Yes, we ard caste-ridden in 
this State. But we have a worse 
reputation than we deserve. I 
have no ’biradari”. Despite be 
ing from tbe scheduled castes, I 
have won in a general seat. You 
might say that 1 won because 
there was a Janata wave tbe laat 
time, but 1 have won before from 
the same constituency. In fact, 
in 1972 Igot more votes than 1 

f ot In 1977. Caste considerations 
ave changed and are changing. 
The Karpoori Government trira 
to fan the backward-forward iasue. 
And in tm pancfaayat elections a 
lot of effort was made to arouse 
this feeling but fewer candidates 
from the backwnrd sections won 
this time than had done before. 
One can’t rule out caste totally, 
but even here the Janata will 
gain. 

Q : Do you forasoe on dUance 
of (he Jemta vnth Mrs Gandkt? 

A : I cant see any posstidlity 
of tiiia. 

Q : Have you compromised with 
the Congrocr (i} to get thek sup 
port for your Government? 

A : I have not compromised on 
anything. Nowhere were there 
any conditions on their aide. They 
must have taken the State’s inter¬ 
ests into consideration when thrv 
decided to support us, or they 
most have realisM the difference 
In the quality of the two Govern¬ 
ments. It is totally baseless that 
the cases against Jagannath Mish- 
ra are being lifted. 
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sbedpur this time in the person nt 
Maulana Qadri (who was arrested on 
August 31). The Janata (S) is aeardi- 
ing for Muslim voters too, and one 
could question its credentials also: 
after au, that Party 1$ not made up 
of saints. But tbe Janata (S) hardly 
exists in Jamshedpur. Its electoral 
partner the CPI is important here 
(the likely alliance candidate for tbe 
Jamshedpur seat is Sunil Mukheriee 
of tbe Bihar CH*!), and predictaUy 
the Janata leaders have accused 
"trade unionists" of fomenting riots 
in Jamshedpur this time too, but 
there is not mudi evidence to bade 
this charge. But the (government 
made an effort to malign the Com¬ 
munists, both in the CPI and the 
CPl(M). For instance, in Shastri- 
nagar, a person called Nandji Pandey 
was among the first to be art^sM. 
We spoke to both Hindus and 
Muslims of the area—in fact it was 
a most unusual sight; hardly a day 
after the riots the people of this area 
not merely remain^ where they 
were but were openly talking to each 
other and going into eadh other’s 
areas without a trace of fear, and 
both communities were agreed ttat 
this riot had been thrust upon them. 
Both communities told us that tiM 
last person to have been arrested 
should have been Pandey; in fact be 
should have been honour^ as he was 
one of the few people who made a 
sincere and brave effort to stop the 
carnage. Pandey is an active worker 
of the CP1(M). 

ust before the last 
majoi communal out¬ 
burst, in April, Jamshed¬ 
pur had a very distin- 

-guishcd visitor. His 

name was Balasaheb Ueoras. A few 
days before the August riots, it had 
aiiothci distinguished vi.sitoi' : Mr 
Bajeodra Singh, or Rajju Bhaiya, the 
general secretaiy of the RSS. Of 
course this may be purely coinciden¬ 
tal. llowevei, Mr Singh held organi¬ 
sational meetings in Jamshedpur, 
and m this he was given assistance 
bv TISCO. The company's schools 
were closed and its teachers reques¬ 
ted to go hear the noble thoughts of 
the RSS tiom Rajendra Singh. The 
Tatas have generally maintained a 
clean public image thanks to some 
excellent public relations work which 
has managed to keep whatever dirt 
exists hidden under the carpet. But 
thus time, one sore in Mr Rusi Mody's 
company has been exposed. 

Then in a classic replay of what 
happened in April, a leaflet was dis¬ 
tributed again spitting out commu¬ 
nal hatred and calling on Hindus to 
challenge Muslim miUtancy. Mus¬ 
lims were equally guilty, in their 
strident evocations. The ground of 
Jamshedpur was fertile' for a call to 
communal war. As Jabir Hussain 
pointed out in a note to the Govern¬ 
ment on June 25, it was naive to say 
toat normalcy had returned to the 
city. When school buses were in the 
need of police eseorts, how could 
there be normalcy? Fear was the 
ruler; fear and suspicion and hate. 
The Muslims were being incited by 
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their communallsts, particularly the 
mullahs, _ whose pious pyjamas 
and thin moustaches screen¬ 
ed minds full of mischief. They 
were talking of revenge, particularly 
for the ghastly ambulance incident 
in which a parked vanload of Mus¬ 
lims was burnt to death by Hindus 
(the number who died in this alone 
is said to be nearly 100) 

. Dhat- 

kidih and the Shastrinagar areas had 
been comparatively free from vio¬ 
lence, This time, the riots have 
been restricted to just these areas. 
In Dhatkidih, the Muslims and the 
harijans fought; in Shashtrinagar, 
Muslims and Hindus. Not that there 
were no attempts to create tension 
in April. In Dhatkidih, a group of 
harijans burnt down a Muslim's ga¬ 
rage adjoining a graveyard, and 



attadeed the huts of the few Mus¬ 
lims working in tbe graveyard (the 
harijan basU is absolutely adjacent 
to the graveyard). But these efforts 
ud not succeed, mainly because hari- 
jans and Muslims have drae]y, if 
ever, fought each other : there is no 
mstory of communal tension between 
mem. But this time the conununa- 
lists succeeded. 


was 

distributed by Muslims in whidi 
attempts were made to arouse emo¬ 
tions. Muslims were reminded of 
the "atrodUes" of the April riots, 
and a call was given that this year’s 
festival should not be celebrated 
udth Ihe traditional wearing 
of new dothea, and the money thus 
saved should he pooled to fight the 
Muslim case bMore the enquiry 
ranunission. Id would be a "Yom-e- 
shahida" (Day of Martyrs) in me- 
inoty of those killed in the riots and 
me Muslims would wear blade 
Md^s as a sign of their sorrow. 
The main organiser of this provoca¬ 
tive move seems to be Maulana 
Qadri, whose sympathies are said to 
be with the (Congress (I). On the 
sight of the 26th he addressed a 


NEXT WEEK 

Ifi-dfipth intfirviBw with 
Kai^oori Tkakur 


meeting in udiich he made an excep¬ 
tionally inflonunatoiy speech, calling 
the Muslims the "gulab ke paude” 
(roses) of the countiy who would 
Increase in number and strength no 
matter how often they were killed. 
This was open indtement. But 
most interesting aspect of all this is 
that the Muslims who were worst 
affected by the riots in April, for 
example in Mango, were the very 
ones who did not respond to this 
emotional provocation. 

There was no shortage of indte- 
ment on the other side too. Hari¬ 
jans were being worked upon to the 
right degree of militancy. And this 
was apparent in an aeddent which 
one can only describe as fortunate. 
A Bengali goonda. Nirodb Ghosh, 
was making bombs in the Dhatkidih 
harijan basti when the powder ex¬ 
ploded, killing him instantly and 
wounding others who were worldng 
with him. This was dear proof that 
the riots were being engineered. 

The inddents started on the day 
of Id itself. A bomb was tiirown 
near a mosque just after the Id 
prayers in the Dhatkidih area, and 
the Muslims retaliated. In the rest 
of the dty, the peace committees 
which had been formed in the differ¬ 
ent localities made this day an occa¬ 
sion for community get-togethers, 
and even in Shastrinagar Muslims 
sent bowls of sewai to their Hindu 
neighbours. But behind the offidal 
sweetness a vidous tension was 
building up. There bad been stab¬ 
bing cases. Old problems ol mos¬ 
ques and temples were resurrected. 
Plus, a lie was turned Into a convlr- 
tlon : the rumour was spread that a 
Ganesh puja panda! had been attack¬ 
ed with bombs by Muslims and 
razed to the ground. 'tins report 
was creeded to the national Press b> 
Hindustan Samacoar uno tbe other 
news agencies, picked oy Patna radio 
and broadcast. Naturally. ii infiamed 
Hindu sentimenu 

On August 28, the Musunis oi 
Dhatkidih area took the lead with 
the first ortumised attacK, which they 
launched on tbe banjan bastls 
Earlier, nsnjans bad stabbed tw'i 
Muslims, but they had not Indulged 
in any large scale attack. Th- 
police rushed to the spot and opened 
fire to stop this not, and succeeded 
in doing so. Shastrinagar was the 
scene of communal violence too 
brickbats and bombs were exchang¬ 
ed. On tbe SOtb In the Ranikudar 
orea. there was violence when Hindu 
and Muslim mobs confronted each 
other. 

Mercifiillv. the riots .stopped soon 
The administration Quick ly mobilised 
its resources; and both the State and 
the Ontre showed signs of a firm 
will to stop the lonflagratlon But 
the toll had been taken and the 
politicians who needed their rewards 
had achieved some of their purpose 
The message Is : when the search 
for votes becomes more desperate as 
the election draws closer, riots could 
break out again in Jamshedpur. 


ehuiogidph-, hy Ktiihnd Muwri Kishan 
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LOSE to tlie temple of 
Budha in Gaya live about 
40 saffron-robed Bindu 
monks in a math, presided 

_over by the mahanth. The 

shadowy, medieval monastery is said 
to have in its employ no less than 
800 musclemen armed ttf the teeth 
with guns and bombs. It has under its 
hegemony nearly 500 villages, 36 sub 
maths in Gaya district and a number 
of other maths elsewhere, one in 
Varanasi and another in MP. The 
math has kept at bay all the anti- 
zamindari and anti-feudal legislations 
passed in Bihar and has in the 
thiry-third year of Independence, no 
less than 8,800 acres of land. 

Members of Jayaprakash Nara- 
van’s Chhatra Yuva Sangharsb 
Vahini met in Patna in February, 
1978 to make this zamindar-math the 
first object of their struggle to ini 
tlate peaceful social change which 
they called Total Revolution. “Every 
bit of the problems of the villages 
is part and parcel of the objective of 
the Total Revolution. The rmal land 
should either belong to the village 
as a whole or to the tillers. If you 
can organise the poor for a peaceful 
class struggle, your victory is cer¬ 
tain But if you enter the villages 
with this professed slogan, you would 
meet un surmountable hurdles So 
go there with some constructive 
programme that would appeal to the 



DOor and the ncdi alike. In diort, go 
there with a dual objective for a 
short term constructive programme 
for the villagers as a whole and a 
long term obuctive oS preparing the 
downtrodden foi a revolution,'* JP 
had counselled them while bleasmg 
their programme. They launched it 
on April 8, the same year, at Bodb 
Gaya by organising a rally there 
with the peasant labourers of the 
area. The day was s^nifleant for It 
was on April 8 in 191M that JP had 
led his historic “silent marcdi'* in 
Patna. 

Bihar has, by a modest estimate, 
over 10,000 such maths all flourish¬ 
ing under the facade of religious 
trusts. The Bihar Hindu Religious 
Trust Act, framed in 1950, has failed 
'to tame them. More than three- 
fourths of the so-called trusts flout¬ 
ed the board's directives, each claim¬ 
ing to be the personal property of 
the mahanth in question. The Bodh 
Gaya math was one such trust, the 
biggest of all the trusts in the State. 

The intrepid boys of the Chhatra 
Yuva Sangharsh Vahini handed over 
a memorandum to the mahanth at 
Bodh Gaya It said, “Ab no hoi math 
hoqa, na km malUinth. bhu thosfhan 
ka ant hoga." (No longer will there 
be a math or a mahanth and no Ion- 
gei will there be oppression of the 
tillers) The boys demanded the 
mahanth should voluntarily distribute 



Divine 
right 

to survive 


A math has defied ail laws to 
continue to own a zamindari 
of 8.800 acres. And 
defended it with blood. 

S P. SAGAR reports. 








FROM THE START 
Amulspray—India's moat 
popular baby food 

More mothers using baby food, choose 
Amulspray, than any other baby food. 

Because Amulspray is * perfectly balanced 

• vitamin-enriched * easy-to-digest 

* dissolves easily 

Braest-feeding ie Natural... 

Remember, mother's milk is by fer the best 
for baby. It is extremely difficult to substitute 
for breast milk. 

All mothers, therefore, should feed their 
infants at the breast as long as the quantity 
of milk remains adequate. 

However, if your breast milk is not sufficient 
for baby, start him on Amulspray, 








Amulspray starts the growth 
only BalamiJ helps continue 



3rd MONTH ONWARDS 
Balamul as wall 

No other solid food is good enough for your 
Amulspray baby. 

Why a specially prepared, balanoad, 
solid food after 3 montha? 

Because your baby is growing so fasti 

He doubles his birth weight in 6 months— 
hts brain is 80% developed by three years. 
Milk alone is not enough. Your baby needs 
proteins, vitamins and minerals in a balanced 
form —that only Balamul ideally provides. 

Balamul—specially created for the 
Indian baby 

Balamul has been specially formulated with 
the help of the Central Food Technological 
Research Institute, Mysore and tested at the 
Christian Medical College. Vellorel 

Balamul—more nutrition, more value 

• at least 25% more protein than other 
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the land among the landless, should 
annul all the benami transactions 
and restore the land to the rightful 
owners. Little did they know then 
that the mahanth of Bodh Gaya had 
outwitted in the past a plethora of 
knd reform moves by the State 
Government, now by court cases, 
now by threats and. when everything 
failed, by pulling political strings. 

The Bodh Gaya math was given the 
shape of a modern trust in 1932. The 
Bihar Religious Trust Act came into 
being in the early Fifties. The Bodh 
Gaya trust was required to comply 
with the requirements of the Reli¬ 
gious Trust Board. The monastery 
had a zamindari of 487 villages. It 
went to the lower court, lost tht- 
case. It went to the High Court, 
again lost the case. Its contention 
that the monastery property was the 
personal property of the mahanth had 
not held water. It therefore went 
to the Supreme Court. Even before 
the Supreme Court verdict had come, 
surprisingly the then Religious Trust 
Minister of Bihar, Mr M. P. Sinha. 
arrived at a compromise with the 
mahanth. The State Government re¬ 
cognised that the properties of 140 
villages only belonged to the trust 
The rest. the properties of 347 
villages, were those of the mahanth. 
By implication, the mahanth had ob¬ 
tained the right to the trust property 
in 347 villages. 

Then came the Zamindari Aboli¬ 
tion Act and the Land Ceiling Act. 
Under the land ceiling law. the State 
Government wanted to seize the sur¬ 
plus land of the mahanth. But the 
mahanth said he had only 25 acres 
of land. In the records of the Gov¬ 
ernment, however, the mahanth had 
8,686 acres of land, as his personal 
property and the remaining 2,096 
acres as those belon^ng to the trust. 
But against the 6^6 acres, the 
mahanth was found to be possessing 
only 25 acres! The rest had been 
disposed of through benami transac¬ 
tions which the Government was 
fully aware of, but could do precious 
little about as the mahanth had 
powerful political backing. One of 
his managers, called a boda dorbori. 
a former Minister in Bihar, had 
once been an active Congress worker, 
and is now in the Congress(I). 

The Land Ceiling Act provided for 
the acquisition of a trust’s property 
too. The compromise document of 
the late Fifties was mysteriously miss¬ 
ing. But the trust was found in the 
records to be in possession of 2,096 
acres. Here too the Government was 
outwitted. In 1972, a state deputy 
secretary of revenue, Mr P. C. Singh, 
happened to be in Gava and was 
startled to see 17 cyclostyled docu¬ 
ments. each of whidi gave one unit 
exemption under the Land Celh’ng 
Act. The mahanth’s trust had over¬ 
night mushroomed into 17 trusts 
plus one principal trust! 

What the mahanth did was to se¬ 
cure from the Religious Trust Board 
and the district administration per¬ 
mission to divide the trust’s property 
Into 17 separate trusts in the names 

gods and goddesses like *’Gaddi 
Bhagwati, Shree Mahadevji, Shree 


Panch Pandavas, Shree Ghamandi 
Nath Ji, Shree Samaddi Mahadev 
and Tara Devi”. In effect, there 
came to exist on paper one trust foi 
each of the 17 tiny tcmplc-cum-tombs 
where former monks of the monas¬ 
tery lay buried. This deed of parti¬ 
tion, conveniently allowed by the 
concerned authorties, was questioned 
by the Revenue Department who 
would not give more than one unit 
exemption. The mahanth challeaged 
the Government’s order and filed a 
writ with the High Court. The case 
is pending. Thus the Government so 
far has been able to do nothing about 
the 8,886 acres still in the mahanth’s 
possession. 

A mysterious coup took place in 
the monastery on July 7, 1978. 

The old mahanth, Dhynsukh Giri, 
was quietly eased out by his two 
managers hitherto known as badu 
Oarbari and chhota darbari. What 
was more surprising, by the register¬ 


ed deed the then Collector of Gaya 
became an arbiter in his personal 
capacity. The mahanth was convert¬ 
ed into a titular head, required to 
live as a recluse at Varanasi and all 
his bank account: and affairs of the 
earthly V'ngdom \ . to be looked 
after bv a new malia-ith, Jairam Giri 
and the others with lim. It was this 
shrewd Giri whom tht Chhalra Yuva 
Sangharsh Vahini were required to 
tackle in their struggle. 

f HBn he boys went to work 
I quietly in the harijan 

I ■ hamlets, organising them 

i ■ into ki.san samitis, tutm^ 

L _ ™ ing them on how to live 

a clean, healthy and oppression- 
free life. Programmes were started 
for adult education, prohibition and 
the like. They located benami lands 
of the mahanth in 50 villages totall¬ 
ing 6,000 acres. Prabhat, Kuru. Pra- 
deep of the Vahini were ramping in 



The throne: the mahanth’s gaddi 
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Bodh Gaya math 



Landless labourers demonatratine before the math 


the villages. Anil, Kanchan, Kumnd « 
and a host of others vidted them s 
frequently. The mahanth sent feel- 
ers offering 500 acres of land for dis- ^ 
tribution among the poor. But that < 
was a ruse. The land was found to 
be barren, already having been gift¬ 
ed to Vinoba Bhave earlier. 

The first encounter with the 
mafia of the mahanth took place in 
May 1978, in Gosai Pesra village. 
Two hundred acres out of tte 
mahantb’s 353 acres were liberated. 
The villagers would not allow the 
sharecroppers of the mahanth to 
take the mahanth’s share, instead 
the mabanth's share would go to the 
village assembly. The complete 
tranrformation of the village occur¬ 
red by July last. The infection 
spread to other villages. Here and 
there the mahanth’s musclemen 
started Seeing the villages. Sinmi- 
taneousiy a non-cooperation move¬ 
ment was started. No villager would 
till the mahanth’s land, nor would 
anyone encourage the sharecroppinM 
system. Instead, the poor landless 
would work on the food for woric pro¬ 
gramme and subsist somehow. The 
mahanth and the army of harijans ^ 
were now on colUsion course. -g 

On August 5, In Shekhwara vill- ^ 
age, villager-delegates from 26 vill- 2 
ages collected. There was a com- 
munity feast followed by a rally. The 
boys of Patna had steeled the grit of 
the illiterate nusses. The same d 
at Patna, a Vahini hoy, Madan, met 
the State Chief Minister, Mr Bam 
Sundar Das, and told him of the ex¬ 
plosive situation in the villages 
where the Bodh Gaya mahanth had 
his land. The new mahanth was get¬ 
ting desperate. Madan wanted a 
search of the monastery whidi had 
turned into a “garrison” packed with 
Illegal arms. 

On August 7. the landless, led 
the Vahini boys, staged a demonstra¬ 
tion u( Bodh Gdva, shouting, “Dftarti 
nitilh chhor" (Grabbers ol land quit 
the math.) The meeting gave an ulti¬ 
matum to the mahanth and the 
authorities. The landless labourers 
wanted immediate land distribution. 
They asked the legislators and par¬ 
liamentarians of the area to support 
their stand, or else they would be 
gheraoed. The block officials were 
asked to move, otherwise their work 
would be paralysed: movement on 
the G. T. Road would be blocked. 
The same day three shots were fired 
in Tceka Bigha village in an attempt 
to terrorise the villagers. The stage 
was now set for the showdown. 

In Mastipur village, very near the 
Lord Buddha’s temple, in the back¬ 
yard of the Bodh Gaya community 
development block Miss Kanchan, a 
postgraduate student of Patna Uni¬ 
versity, was in a harijan hamlet. 
The village had the mahanth’s land 
which the villagers had refused to 
till at the master’s dictates. From 
nowhere, about 40 hefty men with 
lathis and spears arrived in groups. 
They, however, scattered as the vigi¬ 
lant villagers got wind. Soon they 
saw hired labourers from elsewhere 
ready to plough the fields with oxen. 
Men. women and children lost no 


time in rushing to the field to “offer 
satyagraha”, to implore the labourers 
to stop the tilling. They shouted: 
"Ah na koi math hoga, aur no koi 
mahanth'’ (Now there will be no 
more maths or mahanths.) 

The hired men gave up the tilling. 
Soon, bombs were hurled on the 
crowd of villagers moving towards 
the fields. They stood there undeter¬ 
red. Children ran about belter skelt¬ 
er. Soon an Ambassador car came 
and people fired from inside it. One 
by one the labourers slumped to the 
ground. Ramdeo and Panchu, both 
harijan bhuiyas, were breathing their 
last. Close by. a gumasta of the ma¬ 
hanth was lying in a pool of blood. 
The carnage left three dead, and 
several wounded. The Vahini girls, 
Kanchan and Kumud. took the injur¬ 
ed to Gaya, shadowed by the 


mahanth’s men. "We escaped. Other¬ 
wise the musclemen could have done 
anything to us,’’ one of them said. 

The police came promptly after 
the attackers had left the scene. The 
Vahini boys told JP how mercilessly 
the police had beaten up Prabhat, 
Firangi Lai and Karu in the lock iii> 
with their mouths gagged. Cases 
were registered, the first at the ins 
tance of the mahanth who named 
the Vahini boys as being behind D- 
bloodshed. The police hauled up six 
of the Vahini boys, and five of the 
mahanth’s men. 

JP’s first experiment of a peaceful 
class struggle through his teenage, 
unarmed soldiers ended in violence. 
The Vahini boys from all over Bihar 
held a rally at Bodh Gaya on August 
15. The mahanth’s land is where it 
wa.s. The villagers are scared. ■ 
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Mrs Gandhi's hard 
times are over 

That seems to be the consensus among astrologers, 
says ARTHUR PAIS 



ItbDlCTABLY oot ali 
the di>tiolujiei& consulted 
by SUNDAY (Himted out 
Mrs Oandbi as the ncxi 
Piiiuc Mioistci And 


stidOKely haidly anybody, except 
l*roi P 1 Suiidaiain, wanted to 
speak of Sanjav Oandhi Prut Sun 
dainm, whose prediction legardiOK 
Lharaii Siiu'h (SUNDA^i, June lU) 
has come true, has a starlbni! predic 
Uon Lbandiashekhar. the much haia 
ssed and <onlust‘d piesident oi the 
Janata Paity would become India’s 
Prime Mimstci by li)87 “Uis is one 
of the brightest hoi oscopes 1 ve seen 
Like Mis (<andin. Chandrashekhai 
too was boin in 3^) degree In 19b3 
1 had pudicied Mrs Oandlii would 
be the Prime Ministei, and now I'm 
predicting Cliandrasbekhai’s meteorit 
rise in 1%7' 


01 Chaian Singh, Pioi Sundaiam 
observes ’lie enjoyed the dhariiia 
karmadhipathi yoga (Budha maha 
dasha) foi 17 years I his mahadasha 
should have taken him to the high 
est peak in his pohtnal career but 
it paid him the dividends only at it' 




fag end On account of this his bhag 
vadipathv dasha is over and the 
following ketu mahadasha will in no 
way piodure good results ” But he 
had thought Charan Singh would 
continue to be Prime Minister at 
least till ’80 He wouldn’t be surpris 
sed if his calculations materialist 
and Charan Singh somehow conti 
nues as Prime Minister till Marcli 
'80 “The makd up of this Cabinet 
will soon change”. Prof Sundarair 
adds Though be has not met Presi 
dent Sanjeeva Reddy Sundaram be 
lieves that the President will not 
have a bigger lole to play in the 
future •‘All the talk of the Presi 
dent having his own political ambi 
tlon should not he taken seriously” 
Prof Sundaram firmly stands by 
what he had predicted abont Mrs 
Gandhi* "She’ll be more powerful 
than before and no harm will come 
her wav through Speaal Courts, or 
by any other legal action”. On Jagji 
van Ram : "His good dariias end^ 
in Febniaiy 78 and there's no possi¬ 
bility he'll entoy power. In fact one 
foresees maraka gandam (fear of 


death) for him. There may be an 
attempt on his life soon”. The 
December elections may not be 
peaceful at all The oouutry is 
going through a very bad period be¬ 
cause of the conjunction of many 
planets It will look as if thereTl he 
a respite in November this year but 
after that once again the problems 
will augment 1982 will be a very bad 
year It was believed in '62, India 
will undergo unprecedented calamiti 
es but I was not at all perturbed 
then But I’m afraid for ’82 It’s on¬ 
ly prayers and “homams” which will 
save us in ’82 ” lie does not feel that 
there’s any danger of the aimy tak 
ing ovci the admimstration "The 
fear of aimv takcovci will be lurk 
Ing In the comer but our democratic 
institutions will survive ” 

M N Raja Raman, an engineer 
who’s also a seiious student of astro 
logy does not believe tbat Indira 
Gandhi will cvei btrome the Piimc 
Mmistei again but she’ll be the king 
makei "Howcvei she won’t have 
anything to regret for Though she 
has no ‘yoga’ to come bark to pow¬ 
er, she will have enough satisfaction 
to witness people’s affection return 
tag to her And more unpoitant 
Speaal Ckmrts will not do any barm 
to hei at all^ ” 

Kalivur Snnivasachariar who has 
studied the horoscope of Mrs Gandhi 
believes that she won’t come back to 
power even though she has a power¬ 
ful horoscope A broken pearl can 
not be set right and sour milk can 
not be made all right. In the same 
wav, it's impossible foi Mrs (Sandhi 
to recapture the popularity she en- 
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toyed m Tl Some people haw cer 
tain strength in their horoscope 
which helps them to gam the lost 
glory but Mrs Gandhi ought to bt 
content that she has won bark a 
good portion of the popularity she 
lost In *77 and shouldn’t make any 
more effort to capture power 

"Seven and half year long period 
of Saturn foi Indira Gandhi Is com 
tng to an end in November Her bad 
times are ovei Htr worst period 
materialised when she was in the 60 
years" says K G Panikkar of Ma 
labar Astrological bureau and also 
editor of Varahamthra, m istrolopi 
cal magazine “Her worst period is 
over and she’ll be gaming more and 
moie popularity” 

"Since Jupitei has moved into Ito 
recently everything seems to be go 
ing berserk”, notes K Aswatbama 
secretary of the Astrological Assona 
Hon of India “This happens once In 
12 years This instability will conti 
nue till September 1980 and thereaf 
ter the burning Issues will be settl 
ed properly If at all Mrs Gandhi 
were to be lailed this could have 
happened in the course of the last 
two years Her worst period started 
nnee the day of the Rae Bareb judg 
ment and continued till the other 
day That it wasn’t done so when 
she was going through her worst 
period shows that hereafter her posi 
Hon is going to be improved” But 
the general calamities will not touch 
the south, says K Aswathama “Ac* 
cording to the !>cience of astrology 
Jupiter in Leo need not affect the 
southern region at all” He also 
adds “One Can safely say teat 
Morarji Desai won’t have any politi 
cal hfe hereafter” 
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Kadalankudi N Sdiaswathy a 
successful lady astrologei believes 
that Mis Gandhi would contest tioni 
the south and this timi hei victoiy 
wont be evanescent But a stable 
Government is indicated only after 
August 1980 In its formation Mis 
Gandhi will play a itiy piominent 
part It's not really impoitant whctli 
ei she’ll become tiu Piime Miiiistei 
or not What’s important is that 
she’ll continue to be a political 
heavyweight an indispensable politi 
cal factoi and will enjoy more popu 
larity than before Mrs Siiaswathy 
rules out the possibility of Thai an 
Singh becoming Piime Minister after 
the Novembti ileetions 

"His influence m gepeiaf will 
wane exmsideiably lie wont even b< 
the king make* But Tdgjivan Rams 
position IS likely to impiovc in the 
north and Mrs Gandhi’s abundant 
populaiity down south will giow too 
That’s why she has to contest the 
election freim the south But the 
Decemlnr elections wont be i pun 
cea for the political ills torturing the 
nation We die unde igoing this bad 
period beciuse of the coniunction ot 
Saturn and Drageinhe*ad (Riliu) 
with Mars loimiig m And because 
of the militant nature of Mars yiol 
enee and aceidents Inve become so 
coromonpl irt This does not mean 
that we should become alairotd and 
lose hope ibis is the time for 
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spiiitudl introspection and foi doing 
special bomains like ’chcnch 
homam ” Of Dcsai's decision to quit 
politics Mrs Sdiaswdthy observes 
He c annul be' iieisuadeel to contest 
the elcetiuii 

Hyderabad s ‘piactical astiuloger’ 
K M A Ayyeiigdi note^ “I he pi a 
bid raid yoga will not wuik out poll 
tical miracles unless it is backed by 
corresponding dashas Mrs Gandhi s 
hoioscope has the basic stiength and 
may look very impiessive but she 
won’t be catapulted into power dcs 
pile her increasing popularity Accui 
ding to mundane astiology the na 
tion will face greater pioblinis than 
before and these aic to be borne by 
a leader who has not only prabla la 
ja yoga but also the corresponding 
dashas In my opinion the leaders of 
tomorrow will be lagpvan Ram. 
Chandrashekhar and Chavan ” 

Our own astrologei M B Raman 
says ‘ Indira Gandhi belongs to 
kadaga lagna These people are un¬ 
doubtedly gilted Almost all the in¬ 
ti rnational leaders belong to this 
lagna In Iiidiia Gandhi’s case only 
hei lagna is powerful Othei things 
are not favourable The only thing 
that helped her to become Prune Mi¬ 
nister was 'parivarthana yogam’ 
There was a downfall in her career 
because of the position of Saturn 
She tried to set it light through the 
Fmergenev it failed Till August 
SO 1%0 her bad times will continue 
Fven aftei that there is no prosper! 
ty for her Her health will fail her 
So I finally conclude she will never 
uecome India’s Prune Minister 
again ” ■ 
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KHAAS BAAT 


M AUTA, the Telugu 

actress, stripped 
xenerously in Sanlcaran 
Nair’s controversial film. 
Sdthrathil Oru Roatbn 
(Malayalam). But now she 
telLs me that she did so 
very reluctantly. “The 
first shut itself required me 
to do some terrible thinfis 
My father wanted me to 
give up the film but I 
didn’t want to break my 
rommitment,” she said. 

The unit members, however 
believe that Mamta was 
too willing to strip. Any* 
way, she wasn’t all that 
new to the industry • She 
was seen in a dozen 
Telugu films before Mala- 
valam producers began 
signing her up for their 
films. She maintains that 
she wasn’t the one who 
was featured in the 
"intimate” rape scenes tn 
SalhratbH Oru Raalbn ‘*1 
wish I had the com age 
to dtcept the roles in 
which there was no ne«‘d 
to use ‘substitutes’ m 
some scenes,” she .says 
But adds that .she's not 
anvniure interested in roles 
which demand sex as a 
matter of titillatiou. Is 
this the reason why 
she has allowed her 
waistline to expand? 

"I’m limiting mv work 
in Malayalam films. At a 
certain stage, one finds all 
this suddenly quite sick. 
With so many hungry eves 
ogling at me every 
minute ...” But she’s 
quick to add that she isn’t 
a prime : If she were 
living abroad, she wouldn’t 
have minded doing some 
“bold” scenes “You see 
the audiences there enjoy 
nudity and accept it. But 
here, the men will patronise 
films containing nudity 
but if they were, to sec the 
acticss who’s doing nude 
scenes, they’re bound to 
treat hei rudely,” she 
says. Wonder why Mamta 
was giving me such a 
sermon. May be she was 
in a "Sunday” mood : 

She claims she’s a praetto 
ing Christian. She’s glad 
Telugu producers are paying 
more attention to her : 

She’s paired in A. K. 
Gopalakrishna’s film 
oraosite Shekar, In 
Mahttlakahm*, she’s seen 
with Shoban Babu, and 
in a Telugu-Tamil bilingual 
being directed by Vijaya 
Nirmala, Mamta plays 
Vijayakuroar’s sister. 



Shanbaram m a scene from “Suvethn”. 


I N bis first film in 

Tamil, Shimtwam played 
a pimp, with an intelli¬ 
gent in.sight. But I had 
no clue that he had 
already acted in a dozen 
Kannada films, in small 
but significant roles. 

Sathyu featured him In 
Kanaesbwara Rama and 
subsequently Shantarara 
was sc’cn m films like 
SavUn. All this while 
working as a metallurgist 
in a big organisation m 
Badravati. How come be 
misses office so often to 
travel to Bangalore and 
elsewhere for shooting? 
Shantaram says he’s also 
in charge of the cultural 
programmes of his organi¬ 
sation, and since the plajs 
produced by him are very 
Mpular, the management 
doesn’t mind him taking 
a few days off now and 
then, ‘“lliere are sig^ 
that my film career will 
improve : Naturally I’ll 
have to quit my job then,” 


says Shantaram Recently, 
hi' was in Madias to act 
in two much discussed 
Tamil lilms, Vtbmpoohal 
and Pwlatha Pootukal 
made by J. Mahendran 
K. Balachander, who 
brought him to the notice of 
Tamil audiences, has pro¬ 
mised him a meaty role 
in a Tamil and Telugu 
bilingual he's planning. 
“And in Madhu Chandra, 
I’m also an as.sociate 
director. I play an important 
role in this film starring 
Shankar Nag and Jays 
Mala,” said he. But he isn’t 
inteir.sted in directing film-s 
right now "What’s 
important is that 1 should 
stabilise my position as an 
actor. Character roles are 
my forte and I should do 
full justice to my current 
assignments,” he maintains 

YIOTEN Jeetendra comes 
11 tor the shooting of 
Hindi films to Madras usual¬ 
ly the actresses are also 


from Bombay. But since > 
he’s acting with Jai/apndbd 
in two films, all kinds of 1 
speculations are jn circula- ’ 
tion And Jayapradha is 
clearly embarassed; All 
she wants is a steady 
career, and if one among 
her three Hindi films 
(Iirks (Sargom, opposite 
Rishi Kapopr is slated for 
an early release), she’ll be 
happy. The Sargam role 
was made “memorable” 
by her in the Telugu 
version. Ski Ski Muva a 
record breaker all over 
the South 

•T^E ill will Swojt and 
1 MGR harbour against 
each other surface quite 
often Recently Sivaji 
Ganesan, one of the 
partneis of Shanli Theatre. 
Madias, sought the help of 
the court in resti dining 
the Government from 
resui reeling a ten year-old 
labour dispute legarding 
the dismissal of three 
employees of his theatre 
on clidiges of selling 
tiikcts in the black. Sivaji 
Ganesan accused the Tamil 
Nadu f.ovcrnment of 
wanting to harass him 
politically Though both 
M(tR and Sivaji shared 
common platforms during 
the '77 cletUons, the lattci 
wants to proiect the image 
that he’s Mrs Gandhi’s 
man in Tamil Nadu. 
Unloitunately lot him, 
people have not taken his ; 
pulitiial ambitions seriously.! 
'I'he simple reason : right i 
fiom his early film days, 

MGR dabbled in direct 
politics, taking quite a bit 
of iisk, but Sivaji tried 
to play .safe 

S RtPRIYA says she’s sick 
ot leading gossip items 
linking her name wiHi 
up-coining hero Stvaebao- 
drun’s. (Does he feel t^)e 
same’*) She has been 
■’maiiied” so often by 
gassip (olumnists, that she 
has ’’(hallenged” them to 
tuin up at hei residence 
with a .suitable bridegroom 
.so that she lould consider 
the mattei (and the man). 
Since the day a journalist 
wanted to know if the 
rontioveisial Tamil film 
Aval Appodkhan (the story 
of a frustrated woman 
who’s Iuckle.ss in love) 
was inspiied bv her own 
life, Sripriya has become 
ralhei wary of journalists 

PIOUSJI 
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I S Henui Malmt a wee bit 
scared of her mother^ 
There is certainlj something 
that stops hei relationship 
with her mother from being 
casual Either if is 
awe or reluctance 
to let her mother 
know exactly what she s 
been upto, but Hema 
visibly tenses up when 
her mother arrives on the 
scene, and then on, she 
IS not her usual relaxed 
self Or maybe the 


to koochiekoo to each 
other in the midst of heavy 
schedules and double shifts 

O NE cannot guage what 
kind of a girl /mo 
Munm IS — the innocent 
young thing who has 
developed a reputation of 
talking brash and getting 
into trouble Is she leally 
that bbolt-bbalt'> Oi, as 
many have reason to believe 
she IS a ebaalu cheez’, 
taking many an agreeable 



« « «NI« 


male soul up a dream 
garden path and then 
watching them face a dead 
end This impression 
laigely a male one may 
have once again been due 
to that tactless little mouth 
of hers W hataver 
impression she giws one 
is sure this giil knows 
which side of her bread rs 
buttered While a lot of 
hopefuls keeps ditaming 
hei affair vcith Sunjtiy 
Dutt keeps blazing away 
to glory 

■j 'THE one affair which 
« «■ everyone teds very 
£. uneasy about ij tbe Leena 
! 1 Ktsbore Kunwr one I or 


the 'bholi 
bhalf qrr\> 




mysterious exit of ht.r 
evseaetary Bvbl, about 
which tbeic were tumours 
galore has something to 
do with the tenseness in 
the rm belt t ining And 
by the way one notices the 
absence of a chape tone at 
all times with Hema 
either hei aunt oi mother 
used to be perpetually 
with her at shootings 
Now the mother a busy 
producei in her own 
right looks in on Hema 
for a short while 
wherever she is shooting 
and then goes awav '« 

Now the bett is real 
ly grownup, I guess 
And taking full » 

advantage and enjovmg 
herself loo She and * | ^ 

Dharmendra art very f i /, 
lovey-dovey still A?****,, 

contrary to rumours ' 

hinting at a split iS k 

They manage 
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with the tragic past lod* 
dent in hci hfe she can 
hardly be compensated b} 
an\ kind ot future with a 
person like Kisbore Kumar 
LspecialK considering the 
reputation he has earned 
where marriage and wives 
are concerned The two 
are headed tor mairiage 
within a month much to 
her patents despair Ihoug 
they are said to have 
lesigned themselves to 
the inevitable 


I T is so heartening to j 
see lanuja so well 
immersed m domesticity 
and appearing to enjoy 
it Not only did she like 
tbe role ot tbe bahu of a 
big traditional joint family 
wbi''h she entered after 
her marriage to Shomu 
Mukerji, she is throughly 
enjoying the role of a 
devoted and concerned 
mother I be otber day sta« 
went to her daugbtei’s 
school hkc any othei 
wonying parent and sat an 
discussed her little 
daughters progress leport 
with her teacher 'Ves 
yes we know Jaya does it 
and so dues Dimple But 
Java still remembers 
every moment that she 
has given up acting and 
Dimple still plays with the 
thought of returning to 
films as a solace or a 
threat as the case may be 
b( cause she has been a 
one him sup* rstar 1 anu 
has had a longei tcnuie . 

in hliiis but why don t ' 

the othcis tdki up her 
example of total surrender 
and be happier' 

N OW that Vmod Kbanaa 
IS leaving films or so 
he IS threatening to all 
his adventures are getting 
known His talk is like 
that of a man who has 
nothing to lose even if he 
fells evervone what he has 
biin up to during his 
sojourn in films Especially 
regarding his female 
conquests They even talk 
about his matiiage going 
astray but the mm keens 
calm and docs nothing to 
SLOteh the lumours Has 
he found the jHace that 
Arhirva Rvjnresh 
preaches’ 


COWERSAflQN 


There is no equal 
to Nehru now 

Professor Raj Krishna teiis KEWAL VARMA 



IHL prcwntA Janata 
Crovemment had boasted 
that dutnbuttve justice 
wiM be the most cUsunc 
•——ittve feature of plamimg 
under Us regime Butt I find your 
t'lan as rather weak on the question 
of dia.tibutiue justice 
A AU Uie tivc or six major coo 
Crete approacbes to achieve distnbu 
tive juscice ore mentiuocd m the 
Plao Tbe tirst is that redistiibutiou 
of assets must take place through 
land letorms and through the distri 
button on a prefercnaal basis ot the 
nun land assets by the banking sjs 
tern to the landless and the small 
and marginal fanners under the 
Si-DA scheme Under the same 
head comes some hnu>^Uon on the 
private ooncentration ot corporate 
powci Along with land ntoiras we 
muvi resolve to eaimaik at least half 
the total institutional credit for small 
and marginal formers Ihcn the 
next most important item is the 
guaranteed employment scheme 
WsJiout such a scheme, 1 am sure 
we will not be able to achieve full 
cniploymcat even in 15 or 20 years 
In Uh implementation of the pro 
gramme tor distribution ol osseits, 
the (omnuUees should have more 
than halt nr at least half the repre 
sentatives ot the* bencbuaries We 
need a legional land aimy, a public 
fund to organise the rural poor, a 
task whuh even let list Parties have 
ignorixi With this set of measures 
plus a minimum needs programme 
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PROJ. RAJ KRISHNA was an eco 
nomu conscience keeper of the 
Janata Govemmenh It is not that 
he had no seme of professional 
achtevf'ment m the Planmag Lomrrus 
stun He is ifie author of all major 
policy chapters m the Sixth Plan 
tie broke some fresh ground m 
planning He has demonstrated the 
nmssuy and posstbUUy of full em 
pivyment m the next ten years But 
tns two years of experience m the 
t^omrtussitm convinced him that polt 
ttetans shot hai” Ihey are most 
insincere about the promises they 
make m then eleclton manifestos. 
Before he jomed the Commission he 
was a cnltc of Nehru and hts plann 
mg Bui when RAJ KRISHNA came 
face to face wih the problems of 
the country and the Janata politt 
nans, from a crUve of Nehru, he 
became an admirer. Here RAJ 
KRISHNA replies to some provoca 
live questions put lo him cm August 
I** just after hts rcsMjnalion 


plus a public dm nbution system, we 
can make some dent m regard to 
distributive justice 1 must point 
out that each of these measuies is 
mentioned in the Plan but due to 
the wisdom of a majority ot my col 
leagues in the Planning Commission 
and o her eminent leaders of the 
previous Janata Government, each 
of these ideas appears m a diluted 
form and the dilution took place 
when these ideas were processed 


thiuugh iiht majority of the Planning 
Commission 

Q he \ first lake land reforms 
You had recommended that all land 
reforms should be cjwen the consti 
tut.onul protection of the Ninth Sche 
dule But you encountered very 
stiff oppostUon from the political 
leadership 

A All these new laws must be 
m the Ninth Schedule just as the 
previous 70 laws were put in k 
W c made this clear recommendation 
But fur several months the rccom 
mcndation was not processed by the 
Cdbinci After the Cabinet has 
approved the recommendation, no 
action has yet been taken to move 
d constitutional amendment to give 
cfleet to the Cabinet decision You 
know at the highest level of the pre 
vious Government tbeie was resist 
ance to the idea of putting land re> 
form laws in the Ninth Schedule 
though the Cabinet approved the 
idea with a majority 

Q Ml Mot arji Desat said pub 
licly that he was opposed to the 
Ninth Schedule 

A I dm not aware whether he 
said so publicly, but 1 know be has 
not been enthusiastic about adding 
these laws no the Ninth Schedule 1 
have a feeling that the Law Mimstei 
of the previous Government was also 
not very enthusiastic 

Q The concept of gtvmg repre 
sentatum to the beneftemnes in land 
reform nnplementatton cammstteee 
has also been left vague by the 
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Commisston. 

A : I am afraid it is so. I defi¬ 
nitely suKKested this within the 
Commission itself. They have just 
said that there should be adequate 
representation. But 1 was saying 
that representattion diouM be not 
less than half, as was the case in 
Taiwan, Japan and many other 
countries. 

Q; Even in Kamattrica. 

A ; In Karnataka, land tribunals 
have good representation of tenants. 
Of course, now the Kerala and West 
Bengal experiences are with us and 
there also association of the village 
community and representatives of 
the beneficiaries is very critical to 
the implementation of land reforms. 
But the majority of the Planning 
Commission did not want to be spe¬ 
cific on the quantum of nrpresenta 
tion of beneficiaries in the commlt- 

tl'O.S. 

Q: The other item of your pro¬ 
gramme IS redistribution of credit. 
What is ihe progress m this direc 
tion ? 

A . The share of marginal and 
small farmers in cooperative and 
(ommeraal institutional credits has 
risen to 34 per cent from a much 
.smaliei percentage. Their share 
should in fact be at least SO per cent 
if not more, because they constitute 
70 per rent of our farmers. In fact 
institu'.ional credit .‘should not be 
available to non-small farmers be¬ 
cause they have surpluses which 
arc not taxed and they should bu 
antv their credit requirements from 
their own surpluses. Again 1 am 
.sorry that the plan document does 
not pinpoint any minimum. It simply 
savs that the share of the small 
farmer should increase. This vague- 
ne.s.s really bothers me. 

Q • What about raising the Krmt 
of landholding from two hectares to 
four hectares which are eispible for 
.subsidy for instaUmg srrigatton 
pumps ? 

A: There is a shift in the la.st 
budget. The .subsidy given for acqui¬ 
sition of assets hitherto to small 
farmers with two hectares has been 
extended to four-hectare, landholders. 
Thus will ccfalnly further reduce the 
.share of subsidy .so far going to 
small and marginal farmers. It is. 
indeed, a retrograde step. 

Q The employment guarantee 
scheme encounter^ most serious 
opposuton. Jl IS as good as dead. 

A . Ihis IS my greatest regret, J 
would have thought hhat tius was 
the most remarkable promise made 
111 the Janata mamlesto. 1 was pei- 
suiially most disappoinked to und 
that 111 my own Commission the idea, 
ot ex leaned work guarantee over 
tile next ten years, was m lact not 
aitepkid m principle. This was one 
ot uiy few disappointments. 1 enjoyed 
working with niy ODlteagucs. 1 had 
the best of relations with them. But 
this IS one policy issue on which 1 
was very much disappointed. But i 
never made it a public issue. Be¬ 
cause the area oi agreement, was 
much larger than area of disagree¬ 
ment. I still think there is no salva¬ 
tion for our rural poor without ex¬ 


tending a Maharasbtrfriiype guarau- 
teed employment scheme to the rest 
oi the country. 

Q: Did ytm encounter opposition 
from the political leadersh^ also to 
this scheme? 

A: 1 think the Prime Minister 
was detimtely oppo^ to extending 
the guarantee principle and the mat¬ 
ter was never brought ito the Cata- 
nct at all because a majority of tbe 
Planning Cominissicm itself did not 
wr$^ It in the Plan document. 

Q: Why is the food-for-work pro¬ 
gramme being curtailed ? 

A: It is not being curtailed but 
it is nuit bein^ expanded. Some sort 
oi a limit ol 1.5 million tonnes is 
being contemplated which was rou¬ 
ghly the level given to States last 
year. An exccllant work has been 
done under the programme to reli¬ 
eve dire poverty and unemployment 
in Bajastban, West Bengal and m 
one or two other States. Wc should 
have encouraged the States. lit is 
well known that the optimum limit 
of food stocks we should carry is 
around 16 to 18 million tonnes. Any 
stock above that is comfortably 
available for creating assets and em¬ 
ployment in rural areas. My informa¬ 
tion is that a.s tile programme 
caught on, large faimers became 
all aid of the effect of this pro¬ 
gramme on tbe price ot wheat and 
ricc in villages and on the wages of 
agiicultural labourers. Therefore, 
they have been successful in persua¬ 
ding some cleiiicn'Ls in the Agricul¬ 
ture Mintsiry that there should be a 
ceiling on the food-for-work pro¬ 
gramme. 1 would say that fherc 
should be no lestricUon up to four 
million tonnes a year. With the pre¬ 
sent food surpluses and lood stocks 
exceeding 20 million tonnes, we can 
certainly atfoid it. We would also 
release some credit and acatc assets 
in ruial aieos. 

Q: The latest trends, particularly 
of the last six months, indKate that 
there has been an erosion of the 
domes.w resource base of the Flan. 
I here has been a high rate of ex 
pansion an the money supply which 
IS resulting m a high rate of mfla 
tion. 

A. You are qunte light. In the 
last six months, but not m 1977-78 or 
1978-79, 1 would agree with you that 
there has been a propensity 
to escalate non-Pian outlays and 
show some tendency to cut Plan out¬ 
lays. So tar 'Uie Planning Commi¬ 
ssion has succeeded, 1 was also in 


that stnig^ to prevent any cut in 
the plan. But the cut can come any 
time. If there is an inflationary 
tendency in tbe economy, Che policy 
to cut the Plan will be extremebr 
wrong, short-sighted and detrimental 
to the growth of the economy and 
oven detrimental to the manage¬ 
ment of inflation. The public mependi- 
ture to be cut should always be non- 
developmenc and public consumption 
expenditure. If the dvil servants. 
Planning Commission and Expendi¬ 
ture Commission apply their mind to 
It they can easily chip Rs 1000-2000 
croirs oim of the Central non-Plan 
vxiienditurc without damaging any 
ciM'iitial services. If the leaders « 
India think that Plan expenditure 
should be cm and non-Plan expendi¬ 
ture can continue to escalate then 
there will certainly be a threat to 
availability of resources for the Plan. 

Q: Before you joined the Commi¬ 
ssion you were a critic of the Nehru- 
vkn model of planni^. The most 
serious point of criticism used to be 
that Nehru overemphasised the 
heavy industry seator. 

A: No, my critidsm was never 
that emphasis should not have been 
given to heavy industry. Mv criU- 
cism used to be that at the margin 
we definitely needed a little more in¬ 
vestment m irrigation, a little more 
investment in rural infrastructure m 
the 'late sixties and early ^venties. 
Certainly after our rapacities in 
basic industries had been built up 
these sectors should have been deve¬ 
loped. In any caise what all the 
criiicisms meant was that instead of 
investing something like 35 per cent 
on rural development in the Fifth 
Plan, we have been able increase 
this ratio to something like 43 per 
cent or so. Since the ovn'all size of 
Ihe Plan is itself up by 60 or 70 per 
cent, it has mepni a doubling of 
rural outlays. That is going to give 
us food, security and some more rural 
welfare. But I must emphasise that 
it is nut an either/or question. Bural 
development in a sub-continental 
economy like India’s is not possible 
without sustained development of 
heavy industries and infrasitructure, 
nor can we have self-reliance with.- 
oul it. 

Q . After two years of experience, 
do you feet that the foundation laid 
for heavy industries has stood us in 
good stead? 

A: Absolutely, I am very proud 
of it. Without a strong heavy indus¬ 
trial base, we would have been in 



Only G«orge Fernandes and 
H. N. Bahuguna read most of 
the Sixth Plan document and 
Charafi Singh read only those 
points which related to rural 
development. All the others 
lefed by their secre- 
IKiinti. ooncernieg 
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Kalamk^ is ^ nuoe given to the andent te^Uiique of painting on doth. It is a tradition whidi involves the 
dymg of fabrics in oi^r to bteadi, discolour and make permanent floral and fif^rative patterns. The traditiofl of doth 
painting known as Kalamkari flourished in the fourteenth century, long before chomical colours and dyes were 
^cover^. The tradition still holds good and the dyes used even today follow the old system of extracting colours 
from plants, roots, trees and from minerals as w«l£ 

KA .55**®*^of the arts product “Homage to Kalamkari", an exclusive issue with over 

130 ^hantty illiistratod pages. It is on these pages that Kalarakari comes aUve and this colour feature in SUNDAY 

recaptures that spirit. 
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very desperate ooadidoiis, unable to 
promote rural development, unable 
to have food self-suffidency, unable 
to have technological growth, unable 
to have export promotion, unable to 
have self-reliance in defence. I am 
very much for the strengthening of 
heavy industry. 

0: Left discuts a broader ques¬ 
tion. How far wot the political and 
aocial milieu of the Iasi two yeiars 
and the one which is now unfolding 
conducive to purposeful plannmg ? 

A; I would offer two or three 
thoughts. One is that a low rate of 
growth of the order of 3.5 to 4 per 
cent which is all we have been able 
to achieve, is now built into the 

K n. It is automised and it is 
to continue. In spite of a 
great deal of political instability, 
large farmers, to some extent medium 
farmers and our businessmen, bet¬ 
ween themselves, will produce this 
low rate of growth. With some growilh 
of infrastructure, basic industries and 
input supplies coming from public 
investments, this low rate of growth 
is sustainable. 1 think without much 
greater political conccntraiLion and 
commitment to economu develop¬ 
ment, which is not likely, a highei 
growth rdi.c is not possible. 

(? In other words, we need o 
very bad Government to bring it 
down and a very good Government 
to push it up. 

A: We are unhkely to have either. 
On the other ^ hand 1 believe the 
outlook lor distributive justice has 
always been bad, it is bad now and 
it IS likely only to worsen until the 
rural poor organise themselves and 
aswrt politically and demand some 
thing out of this system. I think ^at 
the Janata Government did no more 
for the rural poor and for that matter 
the urban poor than the previous 
Congress Government. 1 don't think 
that the shifting Governments will 
be able even to attend to the sub 
jecl of distributive justice in the 
coming years, llierefore, the ouiUook 
is low growth and almost of no 
further progress in the dimensions 
of distributive justice. If I may put 
it briefly, for the average low level 
of growth which we have already 
achieved, the Government has be¬ 
come irrelevant and to distributive 
justice the Government is indifferent. 

<2 ’ The emerging socio-political 
system unli till in fai'our of whom 
and agatnsl wham? What do you 
opprehend? 

A: If the Central Government, 
serial number five, whidi is what I 
will call I'Jic Cfaaran Singh govern¬ 
ment, continues, then wo should ex¬ 
pect that the balance of power and 
distribution of resources will shift to 
some extent in favour of rural areas 
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at the expense of urban areas. This 
is quite clear. But within the rural 
areas, I have abmluteiy no doubt 
that it is the upper and middle 
farnieis who will receive the bulk 
of benefits of developmental outlays 
and governmental iwlicies. I don’t 
think that the rural poor are exactly 
the classes for which Government 
number five has great sympathies, 
unless it proves otherwise. Therefore, 
the class tensions in the rural areas, 
the misery of the rural poor and their 
proletarisation, reduction in limited 
employment opportunities and real 
earnings of landless workers, physi¬ 
cal outrages and evictions—^tfaese pro¬ 
cesses at ithc expense of the rural 
pool might not be reversed by tiic 
new regime whirh is on the horizon. 
It is very much likely that the power 
will shift in favour of large farmers’ 
interests proportionately from the 
larger industry’s interests. There will 
be a till in the use of resources and 
acquisition of benefits in favour ot 
rural areas at the expense of urbai* 
areas and within the rural areas in 
favour of the upper crusit of farmers 
as against the rural poor. 

Q; In the light of your experience, 
what do you ihirik should be the 
political system which could achieve 
growth as well as equity? 

A: It must be democratic. We 
must not develop a fascination for 
dictatorship. 1 say so for very prag¬ 
matic reasons. In India even if we 
have totalitarianism, H will not be 
redistributive totalitarianism. Only 
in Yugoslavia and China has totalita¬ 
rianism been sincerely redistributive 
In the subcontinent, any dictatorship 
will be feudal and its redistributive 
effect will be more regressive than 
the redistribution achieved or not 
achieved in a demanratic system. In 
a dictatorship the drcle ot 
beneficiaries m India will be 
even narrower than it is under 
democracy. Tlie poor will be 
the worst victims ot totalitarianism 
in our feudal .system. But without 
universal and militant unionisation of 
the rural poor, the redistribution will 
not improve under democracy. In a 
parliamentary democracy, properity 
always mediates between sheer num¬ 
ber of the population. 

Q: What ts your experience of 
mteradeon wUh top policy-making 
piAiticians? 

A: First of all, by and large 
politicians are knowledge proof, i.e. 
only a limited amount of toowledge 
ets 'through them. I know that they 
o not carefully study papers. More 
or tess they depend on bureaucrats. 
There are always some exceptions. 
Secondly, I have not found in them 
even the slightest sincerity about the 
distributive promises they make or 


about resnnroe mobilisation promises 
they make. Ilieir undersunding of 
the requirement of the Indian eco¬ 
nomy and redistributive ju^ce is ex¬ 
tremely p<>or. There are some who 
are conscious and sincere reactiona¬ 
ries. A majority of them mouth 
slogans without understanding their 
implications. 

Q; For instance, how many of the 
Cabinet Ministers actually read the 
mam chapters of the Skelh Plan ? 

A; To the best of my knowledge 
only two or three Ministers read 
most or all of the Plan and all the 
others were only briefed hy their 
secretaries on a few points concern¬ 
ing their Ministries. They made 
noises only about those points. Only 
two Miuisters raised some basic 
questions. One other Minister also 
made some points of strategy. That 
is all. 

Q; Who were these Mmisfers? 

A; George Fernandes and H. N. 
Bahuguna have read the Plan and 
Charan Singh has read only those 
portions of the Plan which related to 
rural development. Everybody else 
was talking without much knowledge. 

Q: What is the mtegraled con 
ception of plannmg of the top potili 
cal leadership? 

A: 1 think most of the leaders 
have no integrated and detailed con¬ 
ception ot planning. Their concrete 
realisation of the Plan is confined to 
projects, dear to them or not dear to 
them. The idea of planning as , a 
coor^nated and balanced allocation 
of investment in the national economy 
as a whole is not understood by many 
politicians. Nehru, I think, was an 
outstanding exception. There is no 
equal to him now. 

Q; Whnii Is your experience of 
the top Indian bureaucracy, is it 
sufficiently deveiopment-orienled? 

A: I do not think very highly ot 
our bureaucracy. Fior one ^ng, a 
large majority of our senior civil 
servants do not know much eco¬ 
nomics. They arc all generalists of 
the old British type. Most of them 
come with experience of a limited 
sector and with college level know¬ 
ledge of economics, law, international 
relations, history and literature. Only 
a small number has some _ professio¬ 
nal exposure to economics. They 
deal with economic matters in a 
most ill-informed and amateurish 
manner. There are some.ekoeptions. 

Surely, their capacity to manage 
economic matters is limited. There¬ 
fore, a major administrative revolu¬ 
tion is necessary whidi again our 
political leadership has not Put 
through and will not i>ut through, 
li we want to have a nigh rate of 
gronvtb and if we want the capital- 
output ratio to be lower (it is rising 
all the time because of ineffidencyi. 
we will have to have a different 
kind of human material as adminis- 
trator« a very different system which 
is not even being thought ateut 
properly. We are mst hobWing 
along with a very inadequate bunch 
of administrators to manage a very 
difficult and very complex process of 
development ■ 
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Today isa typical day 
for Pierre Henri Chalfont: 

he has supervised the showings of his 
autumn haute couture collection, 
developed an ou-la-la ensemble 
for an international Oscar-winning actress 

and three exquisite 
A bedsheet designs 
! for New Great Mills. 





Monsieur Chalfont has an irrepressible 
joie de vivre (joy of life) Everyday 
he wakes punctually at noon at his 

elegant Louis XIV-appointed 
apartment m Neuilly. And off to the 
Bois de Boulogne for an hour’s 

cantering on his chestnut mare; 
accompanied by his mistress of the 
month., you know how the French are 

« And deep within his febrile 
imagination, new ideas are afoot. 

And when he sits down and works 
*: them out, you have another 

; typical day in the life of Monsieur 

fPierre Henri Chalfont, designer 
I par excellance. 
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*• Designed by people who love life 

and ^ow it in their work. 

THE NEW GREAT EASTERN SPINNING ft WEAVING CO. LTD. Dr. Ambedkar Road. Bombay 400 027. 




Sugar price rise 


Bahuguna reads the riot act 



T IK ris(‘ HI tbe price uf sugar 
has been a mailer ol great con- 
cern to tbe whole nation. There has 
been criticism oH the Guvernn)ent’.s 
handling of the situation. The 
Uoveiament realises that the increas¬ 
ed release of sugar has had no im¬ 
pact on tbe market. In Julv it reteas¬ 
ed six lakh tonnes of sugar in the 
market. In August also, another six 
lakh tonnes were released but the 
prices showed a perpetually rising 
trend. In September also It may be 
the same story. 

The mystery is that the maximum 
consumption of sugar in tbe country 
has never in the past been more than 
52 lakh tonnes. Current production 
is put at 72 lakh tonnes. There has 
not been much exports. True, after 
sugar decontrol consumption might 
have risen steeply. It is a good sign 
that people have more capacity to 
purchase sugar. But even the increa¬ 
sed consumption coukLjiot have ab¬ 
sorbed the extra sugar that poured 
into the market. 

There was a gentleman’s under¬ 
standing between the sugar mills 
and the Food Ministry that the pric¬ 
es would not go beyond Rs 2.70 a 
kg. This was at a time when sugar 
cane prices were as low as Rs 10 a 
quintal. When the decontrol order 
was Issued, the prices ruled at Rs 
2.20 a kg in the retail market. Today 
they arc at around Rs 3.60 a kg after 
12 lakh tonnes of sugar has been re¬ 
leased in the market, "How is tliat? 
Has the supp^ and demand altered 
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that significantly?’’ Finance Minister 
H. N. Bahuguna asked. Mr Bahugu¬ 
na initiated a quiet battle against 
wholesale .sugar dealers and organis¬ 
ed a countrywide swoop on them just 
two days before the Charan Sfegh 
Government wa.s to face the confi¬ 
dence vote. The result has not been 
dramatic for lack of experience. But 
the Government has some clues, how 
prices are manipulated. In an inter 
view the Finance Minister said the 
signs were that the prices showed an 
upward trend consistently. This also 
accounted for too great an upward 
movement of the cost of living index 
on which the payment of dearness 
allowance is based. 

Last year gur production was the 
highest. Nine out of ten kisans who 
produced gur got the lowest price. 
The prices aashed. The speculators 
handled the situation in such a man¬ 
ner that the prices went up after gur 
went out of the hands of the poor 
producers who were deprived of a 
remunerative price. "I wanted to 
know where the monetary manage¬ 
ment had contributed to the hike In 
prices,’’ Mr Bahuguna observeii. 

The first thing he did was to check 
the advances to the sugar trade. 
“After I joined (the Finance 
Ministry) I called in the RBI Cover 
nor to find out what was the money 
tbe banks had advanced to sugar al¬ 
one." It accounted for a bank credit 
of Rs 3.80 crores only. The officials 
were asked to calculate how mudi 
money would be required to handle 


the Government released sugar in 
tbe open market, minus that purchas¬ 
ed by the Food Corporation of India. 
A major portion of the Government 
released sugar reached the traders. 
An estimate showed that Rs 65 crores 
would be required to hoard the sugar 
released by the Government. 

The only conclusion was that some 
of the money with which the whole¬ 
sale traders held the sugar was un¬ 
accounted money. 

The Income Tax Department had 
not done this type of job — to find 
out the source of cash of the whole¬ 
sale trade. The income tax officials 
were at first hesitant, reluctant tn 
go ahead with the task. They felt 
nothing should be done to upset the 
market because prices would go up 
further still and “it will bring a bad 
name to me," Mr Bahuguna said. The 
advice given to him was that this was 
a task which should be handled by 
the Chief Ministers. The States had 
adequate powers to handle the situa¬ 
tion : Challan the traders and go a- 
head against them under the Essen¬ 
tial Commodities Act. 

The Income Tax Department was al¬ 
so told to find out the source ot 
money and where the evasion was 
taking place. “Ultimately I passed 
orders to survey the markets per¬ 
taining to essential items such as 
sugar, paper and cement.” he said, 
adding “they were told to organise 
raids throughout the country simula- 
taneously. I was told the raids would 
be organised on August 24 and 25. 1 
said no. We will do it on 18 and 19“ 
a day before the Charan Singh 
Government was to face the Lok 
Sabba for a vote of confidence. 

The whole machinery went into 
operation on August 18 and 19. They 
covered more than 11,000 places. 
They had in some cases to raid office 
premises and confiscate account 
books to find out how much sto^ 
there was in godowns. Where did 
they get the money to hold the 
stock? How much advance had they 
taken from the nationalised banks? 

Mr Bahuguna said : “Detailed re¬ 
ports are yet to come to us. Prelimi¬ 
nary reports indicate that the offici¬ 
als did not succeed in finding out the 
large and bigger irregularities but 
within the scope of its operations it 
is expected that the raids of August 
18 and 19 would help bring down pri¬ 
ces slightly After this was over 
we had decided to dp something 
more. Something else. So far as in¬ 
come tax is concerned. I think it is 
inexperience in this field. Also, thes.- 
raids did not achieve what 1 expect¬ 
ed them to achieve. They carried out 
the raids normally. They have found 
out irregularities about cement, su¬ 
gar dealers but this was not pouibte 
on a large scale. The idea was only 
this, to warn the wholesale traders 
and profiteers ‘You are being 
watched...’ ’* 

A. N. PRABHU. New Delhi 




Munificent god 

Temple authorities are doing fine, thank you 


E severe strictures psssed by the 
Kerala High Court on August 
21 against the IVavancore Devaswom 
Board, both for the manner in which 
it ran the whole scheme of collections 
for the Sabartmala Improvement 
Pund and for its attempts to cover 
up irregularities, establish yet ano> 
Uier instance (tf defalcation practised 
in the name of god. 

The fastest growing cult down 
south is centred around Swami Ayya- 
ppa's temple situated at the top of 
Sabari hills. Legend has it that after 
reclaiming Kerala from the seas, 
Parasurama installed “Saastha” 
shrines on the bills, Sabari being the 
most important. Though it is claimed 
that Swami Ayyappa has bedtoned 
pilgrims over the centuries, it is only 
since the last two decades that mil 
lions have been undertaking the ar¬ 
duous 60 km uphill journey. The 
pilgrims are enjoined to observe 
strict discipline Brahmacharya, in 
thought and deed, eschewing of 
liquor, tobacco and meat. Only pre- 
puberty girls and post-menopauw 
women arc allowed. Most of the pil¬ 
grims wear black (a few prefer blue), 
sport beards, cover their faces and 
bodies with kumkumam of different 
colours. They all carry “irumudi" 
(holy bundles), each containing two 
coconuts, uncooked rations, sugai. 
coffee powder, etc As the pilgrims 
begin the journey in batches under a 
common guru, frenzied chanting of 
Ayyappa bhajans can be heard. Just 
before the pilgrimage bej^ins, a small 
mosque constructed by king Rajasc- 
khara (it's believed, at Swami Ayyap- 
pa’s behest) has to be visited. The 
rationale behind this visit is that tho 
pilgrim has realised the Bssence of 
Hindu philosophy that all creeds lead 
to one god. 

The Ayyappa cult has been greatly 
popuiaiis^ by film people, by Yesu- 
das’ bhajans, by a film made by “Ma¬ 
ryland” Subramaniam, and by the 

S llgrimage of many top film persema- 
ties, including matinee-idol Sivaji 
Ganesan and ace-villain Nambiar. The 
way it is attracting pilgrims, it may 
soon overtake the Tirumala Tirupati 
temple in popularity. Already a 
dozen mini Ayyappa temples are be¬ 
ing constructed in Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu. And there is every danger that 
more misappropriation of funds may 
^ .ur. I he Kerala High Court, after 
instancing two specific cases of mis¬ 
appropriation of cash donations, said 
it was impossible to determine at this 
distance of time bow many moiu 
instances of misappropriation of do¬ 
nations sent by devotees had actually 
taken place during the period in 
question. Utter laxity in the matter 
of proper control and supervision 
over the handbng of donations was 
observed by Mr Justice V. Balakrish' 
na Eradi and Mr Justice G. Viswa- 



Swann Ayappa aettotees 


natha Iyer while scrutinising the audit 
leports ioi the peiiod between 1967 
and 1976. 

Bs 30 lakhs worth oi “deepada- 
kshina” tickets were distributed, out 
ot wnich Rs 5 lakhs woitb ot tickets 
sent to a doctor lor sale had not been 
accounted tor. The explanation given, 
that the doctor had died, wasn’t 
accepted by the court, as it couldn’t 
find any evidence ot any attempt to 
recover the tickets or the money. 


Donations by money order, dieques 
and drafts, whidi came in from devo¬ 
tees from the neighbouring States 
and also from the GuK Keralites, 
weren't properly accounted for. Cash 
donations were stolen and made to 
appear as though they had been cre¬ 
dited into the Bboard’s accounts in the 
form of demand drafts sent 1^ other 
devotees. Disbursements made to the 
Board members for meeting expenses 
tor organising collections were not 
properly accounted for either. The 
High Court has issued a mandatory 
direction to the Board that it 
shouldn't collect funds either by sale 
ot uckets or by pu’blic appeal for 
donations without express permission. 

Though the Madras Religious 
Endowment Act was passed as earlv 
as in 1927 (with a number of amend 
meats added subsequently) to monitor 
the assets and activities of temples, 
widespread misappropriation and 
cheating of temple funds has conti¬ 
nued unabated. Seventeen years 
after the C P. Ramaswamy Aiyer 
rommission called for stern action 
agaiavt depredations committed in 
the name of god, precious little has 
been done by the Government agen¬ 
cies tu safeguard the millions offered 
to the many tiniples. Ironically 
when aition has been initiated, as in 
the case oi the ex-chairman of the 
Tirupaii Tirumala IJevasthanam, it 
has been widely bt-lieved that politi- 
rai vendetta has been the real motive. 

Though the Keiala High Court has 
touched upon a few aspects of cor¬ 
ruption and passed severe strictures, 
one wonders if anv fool-proof machi- 
neiv ran be evolvMl to check rampant 
coiruplion. Cieater vigilance on the 
part of devotce.s and pilgrims would 
help but It i.s then very blindness 
which allows this kind of systematic 
looting A number of Ayyappa 
devotees thus coirespondent spoke to 
weie either blissfully ignoiant ot the 
action taken by the Kerala High 
Court or weie quite sure that Com¬ 
munists were behind the “propagan¬ 
da’’ against the temple authorities. 


ARTHUR PAIS. Madias 


Misused intelligence 


The iB is a thoroughfare 

•'... appropriale safeguards are 
necessary and ^undd be devised by 
the Govemmenp so as to protect the 
activities of the Intelligence Bureau 
(from) be.ng used as an instrument 
of political spying eMAer by the Gov¬ 
ernment or someone in the Govern¬ 
ment. This issue has been raised to 
concentrate attention and if consi¬ 
dered appropriate to penerate pub¬ 
lic debate on the ques&on." — Shah 
Commission Report. 

A S A sequel to this recommenda¬ 
tion the Janata Government ap¬ 
pointed the L. P. Singh Committee 


in August 1978 with terms ot refer¬ 
ence which in essence amount to 
“bury the past talk of the future”. 
The Committee was expected to 
submit Its report .by the end of 1978 
but now, almost a year later, it is 
still labouring on it By absolving 
the Committee trom going into the 
past performance of the Intelligence 
Bureau (IB), the Government sav¬ 
ed the Chairman of the Commit¬ 
tee and the member representing the 
IB, Mr M.M.L. Hooja quite some em¬ 
barrassment. Mr L. P. Singh is a 
former Home Secretary while Mr 
Hooja was once a Joint Director of 
the IB. 

What then is delaying the Com¬ 
mittee from submitting its report? 
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Ironical though it may seem, the 
difficulty is how to bury the past! 
Surveillance, tapping telephones, 
ferreting out intelligence in other 
ways in regard to ithose in political 
opposition or even those within the 
Janala Party was not an exclusive 
feature of the Emergency or the 
Indira Gandhi regime. It has been 
the mainstay of the IB ever since 
Independence and is so even today, 
two years after the Janata Party took 
over and a year after the Shah 
Commission’s report was accepted 
by the Government. 

Till a few years before Independ¬ 
ence, the Intelligcnrc Service in the 
country was entirely controlled by 
British officers who belonged to the 
Imperial Poli< e. Practically all ol 
them served long terms in the regu¬ 
lar police before going to the IB. 
While there was no let-up in their 
regular law and order duties, they 
cond-ntialcd mainly on acquainting 
themselves with the political situa¬ 
tion and trends and kqpt a track of 
any threat arising to the British 
Raj. 

The Indian officers who stepped 
into their shoes On the eve of Inde¬ 
pendent c ako came from the Indian 
Police and its successor, the Indian 
Police Service. They too had done 
'their stints in the regular police. 
But in sharp contrast to their Bri¬ 
tish predecessors they were required 
to ki'cp completely away from poli¬ 
tics. 'ITie sole ‘political’ tendency 
expected, encouraged and rewarded 
was loyalty to the British Crown. 

Therefore, the men who came to 
be at the helm of the IB after In 
dependence were hardboilcd police¬ 
men to whom crime and criniinal.s 
were tamiliar and politics was taboo 
In fact they were trained by tbeii 
British masters to look upon even 
Indian politicians who were opposed 
to the British Raj as little better 
than (Timinnls. The transfer of 
power was to them a shift of loyal- 
tii's from the British to the Con¬ 
gress Party which had come to 
power aftei the Biitish departed 
What lollowed thereafter is a logical 
consequem c Thus were .sown the 
first seed.s of political spying on 
those oppo.sc^ to the Parly In powei. 

In the working of Intelligence too 
these men wen* totally at sea. Train¬ 
ed in and accustomed fur long years 
to the use of police executive pow 
ers, they were at a lompletc loss in 
a set-up which first stripped them 
of their uniform and their powers 
and then asked them to show results. 
To operate unseen went against their 
grain. 

Mr T. .1. Sanjevi, IP, the first 
Indian Director of the IB, took up 
this issue with the Government, 
demanding executive powers. Mr 
H V.R. Tcngar, ICS, the then Home 
Secretary, however, stood firm. It 
was the Governmeat’s contention 
that executive powers to a secret 
service were incompatible with the 
principles of democracy. 

Political bosses in the seats of 
iwwer were perfectly content with 
the Bureau’s spying on its political 


opponents. ,A study of the IB*s 
records at the time when men like 
C. Rajagopalachari, Acharya Kripa- 
lani, Jayaprakash Narayan, Ram 
Manohar Lohia and such others were 
in opposition, would be most in¬ 
teresting. 

I T WAS for obvious reasons that 
Indira Gandhi in 1967-d8 took over 
the IB herself from the Home Minis¬ 
try : Here was a well trained ma¬ 
chine for 20 years doing precisely 
the sort of thing that suited her 
craving for power. It was this that 
gave her the enormous power over 
own Partymen as well as some of the 
mighty bureaucrats who were later 
to submit to her orders meekly. The 
Research and Analysis Wing which 
she created was mainly composed of 
those who could be trusted to carry 
out sucir unconstitutional spying. 
The ostensible purpose however was 
Stated to be foreign military intelli¬ 
gence. It was this organisation 
which Indira Gandhi bad commis¬ 
sioned to advise her on the general 
elections. 

It would thus be seen that the 
entire IB since Independence has 
been organised to serve as a secret 



L. P. Singh 


service wing of the Party in power. 
Today the entire work and division 
of work of the Bureau is based on 
political necessity. Take the case of 
Indira Gandhi’s farmhouse search 
According to reports, not only did 
the IB mount a surveillance on the 
house, but it went to the extent of 
training a persem in the technique 
of detecting boxes hidden under¬ 
ground. This man was also sent 
inside the house with the purpose of 
searching it The IB also went a 
long way to per.suadc the CBI to 
searcb the premi.scs. Such conduct 
on the part of the IB was not justi¬ 
fied. ’There wa« no question of natio 
nal security being involved in the 
affair, after all. How can the sur¬ 
veillance and .search by the IB be 
explained ? What is worse is the 
apparent collusion between the CBI 
and IB. Obviously, the IB was using 
the CBI as its executive arm. A 
secret servio: using executive powers 
in such a surreptitious manner is a 
negation of civil liberties and demo¬ 
cratic rights. 

If the Government wanted to de¬ 
tect and acquire Mrs Gandhi’s alleg¬ 
ed hidden wealth, it could have used 
the CBI, Enforcement Branch or the 


Directorate of Revenue Intelligence. 
It is hard to believe that the IB 
could have behaved in this manner 
without the specific sanction of its 
political boss, namely the Home 
Minister. 

Right from Delhi down to the dis¬ 
tricts, inteUigenoe about opposition 
political Parties, >trade unions, youth 
and student organisations; this is 
what the former Janata Government 
accepted and pinned police medals 
on officers for. It condoned such 
Iap.ses as the gaffe about the ‘death’ 
of Jayaprakash Narayan at Jaslok 
Hospital. It dared not touch the 
Director of the IB. who was respon¬ 
sible fur passing on the wrong informa¬ 
tion, nor does it dare come in the 
way of the Deputy Director of the 
Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau, who 
communicated this information to bis 
Director, without verifying it, to get 
his promotion. No questions are ask¬ 
ed of the Assistant Director of the 
SIB who was actually present at the 
Hospital, engaged in gossiping with 
his aty colleagues, blissfully un¬ 
aware of what was going on. It was 
inevitable that in this process the 
real work of the IB of providing in¬ 
telligence concerning national secu¬ 
rity should have suffered. 

“Hiey came with a sledgehammer 
to swat a fly" commented a Goan 
witness to India’s Goa Action in 1962. 
Fighter planes and bombers were in 
the sky, tanks rumbled alimg narrow 
roads from all sides into the tiny 
territory, Indian Navy ships cordon¬ 
ed off the sea around. On the Por¬ 
tuguese side were a few hundred 
European and barefooted Negro sol¬ 
diers, and some men from the police 
and CustcHns. Mr Handoo of the IB 
was personally present to oversee the 
operations. Of course, he had as¬ 
sumed the role of an Additional 
Joint Secretary of the External Af¬ 
fairs Ministry, though everybody 
knew that he was from the Intelli¬ 
gence. To crown it all, Mr Handoo 
installed himself as Special Adviser 
to Lieutenant Governor Candeth of 
Goa. Many in Goa still say H was 
the biggest carnival in 400 years. 

The Indian debacle in the 1962 
Indo-China War has been written 
about hy eminent journalists, soldiers 
and research scholars (see SUNDAY, 
June 10). There is also the Hender- 
son-Brooke Committee (appointed by 
the Government of India) Report, 
The writers differ about the various 
factors contributing to our defeat 
in the war. The only point on which 
all are agreed i.s the failure of the 
Intelligence. In fart, those who have 
again written after the 1965 Indo- 
Pak War have repeated this charge 

gainst the Intelligence. ‘The sole 
person who has defended the IB is 
Mr B. M. Mullick, the then Director 
of Intelligence. His argument is fhal 
all the intelligence wa.s provided by 
him to the Army but it was ignored 
by them. Hi.s book has come in for 
scathing criticism by all reviewers 
ior inexactitudes and blunders com 
mitted by him which were not known 
till it was published 

S N WA6LE. Bombay 
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Rumblings in Bihar 
Janata 

Mrs Gandhi may stand to gam 


Ution in the board However it has 
lost some weight m the expanded 
board because it now holds only one 
eighth of the seats Two new faces 
from the former BLD, Piloo Mody 
and Kunwar Mahmood Ah, and M 
G Goray of the Soaalist faction as 
well as Ravindra Verma of the for 
mer Congress (0) were added to the 
board 


'pHB Janata Paity has established 
Jagjivan Ham as its symbol for 
the coming electoral battle for powei 
at the Centre It has decided that 
Its slogan will be "Defeat defectors 
and dictators " Ifae Janata Party 
leaders think that the rommg elec 
tions will not be fought on ideoiogi 
cal hues The emphasis will be on 
tribal pohtics with caste considers 
tions overshadowing all others Ihe 
Janata Party president Chandrasbe 
kbar has declared "Jagjivan Ram 
will be the Janata Party candidate 
for the Prime Mimstership after the 
coming polls to the Lok Sabha" 

It IS obvious there are three per 
sonahties in the field for the highesi 
office in the land Cbaudbuiy Qia 
ran Singh, who wants to win the 
battle with the backwaid cdasses’ 
support, camouflaged under the ban 
ner of secularism and anti authorita 
rianism, Mrs Indira Gandhi who 
wants to come to powei with oft 
used slogan of chaos versus stability 
and Babu Jagjivan Ram Hence the 
urges of the classes suppressed for 
centuries has been made the election 
symbol by the Tanata Party 

But there is an even more pressing 
reason tor declaring wai on authori¬ 
tarianism The Inciira Congress and 
the Raj Naram dominated Janata 
Party have been whispering into the 
ears of some newspaper men that 
Jagjivan Ram has no altci native but 
to leave the Janata Party and Join 
the Indira Congress Jagjivan Ram 
has declared often enough that hr 
had no plans to leave the Janata 
Party Yet the whisper campaign 
has continued It is deliberate and 
aimed at creating confusion in the 
Janata lanks But Mis Gandhi is 
aiming at retaining tur hold over 
harijans and aduasis by holding out 
hopes to them that Jagjivan Ram 
would loin her before dunng oi 
after the election to occupy the 
highest office m the land She wants 
to ronvey the message that Jagjivan 
Ram cannot become Piime Mmistci 
without her help 

While the Janata high command is 
engaged in giving itself a facelift foi 
the coming election battle there are 
growing rumblings inside the Parts 
The Bihar ieadei Mr Satyendra 
Narain Slnha is sulking as he has 
been ignored for the parliamentary 
board seat m preference to a much 
more junior man Ravindra Verma 
The Party president expanded tti 
parliamentary board by including 
four new faces Since May 19T7 t' 
board was kept compact providin 
representation to each ot the six fac 
tions that had merged into the 
Janata Party Thus the erstwhiU 
Jana Sangh had ona-sixth represen 
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Satyendra Babu popularly known 
in his home State of &har as Chhote 
Sahib, through his angry outbuist 
and meetings with Mrs Indira 
Gandhi has elated many in the Raj 
Narain camp who are hoping that 
this will lead to a further crack in 
the Janata fortress iCarpoori Tha* 
kur has through his backward classes 
politics consolidated the sound poh 
tical base for the new combination 
However, it has also led to the con 
solidation of other castes whose 
interests aie thieatened by the 
backward classes pohtics This found 
expression in the concerted effort to 
remove Kirpoon Thakui from the 
office of chief Minister in Apnl 
which triggered off a crisis at the 
national level But Chhote Sahia 


THE PRESIDENT IS ENCHANTED 



Maaictan P C. Sorrar Jr, bemg congratulated by Preeidenb N Sanjeeva 
Reddy of Khe conclusion of a performance in Hyderabad recently. It 
wan, perhaps, the ftrst ttme (hat a Head of State sat through an entire 
magtr show of 130 mmutes The Presidenif told the magician "I think 
the Mmtsters must learn some magK from Sorcat" so that problems in 
the Cabmets could be solved P C Sorcar donated Rs 11,001 for the 
Cyclone ReUef Fund, 











^abu JagjKan Ram 


succeeded in removing Karpoori 
Tbakur. 

If Chhote Sahib walks out of the 
Janata camp at the present juncture, 
then the Janata Party will suffer a 
severe setback because its caste com¬ 
bination will be adversely affected. 
Hence the elation in the Raj Narain 
camp is natural. However, Janata 
Party leaders arc confident that 
Chhote Sahib will not precipitate a 
crisis at this juncture. He remained 
with Morarji Desai even during the 
latter’s ten years in the wilderness. 
How can he now leave Morarji bi ,sai 
at this juncture? Chandrashekhar 
promptly rushed to Chhote Sahib. 
Hours of talk between the two 
ed in clearing many misunderstand 
Ings, according to one section of 
opinion. 

There is yet another'{issur^ in the 
Janata Party in Bihar. Bindeshwari 
Prasad Mondai is also threatening to 
leave the Janata Party. He has met 
Mrs Indira Gandhi. He cannot join 
the Ra) Narain camp because ]l^r- 
poori Tbakur cannot tolerate y«t 
another potential leader of the back¬ 
ward classes in the State. But Mrs 
Indira Gandhi has been desperately 


7 looking tor a backward classes lead- 
I er to break open the vote bank 
% which has been consolidated around 
=! Karpoori Thakur. 

t She need.s it de.sperately because 
I Babuji is likely to take away a large 
' chunk of her support among hari- 
Jans. Hence she has to look else¬ 
where to recover her losses. The 


place she can look to is among the 
backward classes. She has not over¬ 
looked the results of the Samastipur 
by-election last year in whidi her 
candidate, Mrs Tarakeshwari Sinha, 
was defeated. 

VIJA Y SANGHV/, 

New Delhi 


Bones of contention 


G untur in Andhra Pradesh is 
a district town with a Muslim 
population of roughly a lakh. 
Needless to say, the Muslims 
there bury their dead. On July 4, 
the Muslims of Guntur were 
shocked to see an assortment of 
human bones piled up in their 
graveyard. Mourners who had 
accompanied a funeral procession 
were scandalised at the ghoulish 
spectacle. Someone was messing 
around with the bones of their 
departed friends and relatives, 
they thought. They immediately 
kicked up a row and the matter 
took a serious turn. The next day. 
local police officers visited the 
paveyard to find the truth 
behind the mounting tension 
among Mu.slims in the town. 
Reportedly, CBI plainclothesmen 
also inspected the graveyard on 
July 10. Two days later came the 
Andhra Pradesh Government Mi¬ 
nister for Wakfs, Mr. Ahmed 
^areef. The district police and 
Ihe cm are investigating the case 
and a final report is expected'soon. 

Od July 4 itself, the Muslims 
of Guntur decided to investigate 
the sordid affair. They got hold of 
Prindu Saheb, one of the grave¬ 
diggers at the cemetery. From 
him they learnt that the business 
in human bones was being carried 
out for the last two years. He 
also alleged that seven Muslim 
and two other non-Muslim busi¬ 
nessmen from a trading communi¬ 
ty were involved in the selling of 
honc.s. Pandu Saheb showed the 
agitated people heaps of bone.s 
concealed in the graveyard, some 
of it carefully graded. Incensed 
at these revelations, (hey compell¬ 
ed Pandu Saheb to come with 
them to the police station. 

Pandu Saheb, however, could not 
reach the police station. He was 
re.scued by a powerful business 
magnate, Mr Abbas, who also 
heads the Guntur graveyard com¬ 
mittee. Mr Abbas told the crowd 
that he would speak to Pandu Sa¬ 
heb privately and ascertain the 
truth. The Muslims were asked to 
wait outside his .shop for an hour. 
As the news spread through the 
township, hundreds of Muslims 
gathered to witness the drama. 
Soon Mr Abbas came out and in¬ 
formed the crowd that It was a 
simple matter and he had released 
Pandu Saheb. Naturally enough. 



Human skulls, bones and hatr 


the crowd suspected the involw- 
ment of Mr Abbas in the racket. 
Soon an announcement was made 
asking Muslims to congregate In 
the Bara Imam Punjab mosque at 

D.m. on. July 6. 

Mr Abbas suspected that bis 
own life was in danger; he feared 
that the Muslims would perhaps 
attack him on .Tuly 6. He reques¬ 
ted the police to protect him and 
thi.s reqiie.st was complied witti. 
Now confident of his own securi¬ 
ty. it is alleged that Mr Abbas let 
loose his gnondas on the Muslims 
who had gathered outside tte 
Bara Imam mosque. The goondas, 
allegedly headed by one RaiH; 
issued a warning to the public not 
to give evidence to the police. 
T.ater, another grave-digger, after 
Pandu Saheb had made good his 
escape, said that Pandu Saheb 
was the main culprit. 

The Mu.slims of Guntur expect 
the law and order machinery to 
catch and punish the culprits. The 
atmosphere in the township is 
oiiite tense. Soon- after the inci¬ 
dent. Janab Munshi Mastan. pre¬ 
sident of the district Wakf Board 
requested the police to hand over 
the investigation to the CBI. Other 
Muslim leaders too have con¬ 
demned the violence let loose by 
gnondas and have urged the 
authorities to make a realistic 
.issessment of the .situation before 
things assume a communal colour. 

SURAPANEN! S. CHOWDARY. 
Guntur 





A legend remembered 


Netaji’s daughter visits Calcutta 


aj am happy to be here. This is 
« my father’s country,” said 
Anita PfaS, dau^ter of Netaji 
Subhas Bose, alighting from the Thai 
International aircraft on August 13. 
This was her second visit to Cal* 
outta and she bad arrived via China 
and Jaran from Aug^urg where 
she teadies economics at the univer¬ 
sity. The purpose of her visit was 
to release the biography of her 
father. Nelajit A Pictonal Biopraphy. 

One would eiqpect Mrs Pfaff to 
harp on the fact that she is Netaji’s 
daughter, but the truth is far from 


it. "Considering my personality, I 
would not like to be known just as 
someone’s daughter. I want to be 
recognised as myself, for what I am. 
But of course. I am proud to Be his 
daughter,” she said. Nor does she 
have the desire to do research on 
ber father’s life. “I am an econom¬ 
ist and I intend to sUde «to eco¬ 
nomics. I would like to use some of 
my knowledge for the development 
.of India but I do not have any plans 
for the immediate future,” Anita ad¬ 
mitted. But only a small section of 
Germans remember Netaji. As she 




said: "His is not a household name 
there. Only people belonging to the 
older generation remembci him” 

Though she believed that NetaJPs 
absence from the Indian political 
scene had created a vacuum, at a 
function organised to lelease the 
book on August 14, she pointed out 
that it was naive to think that had 
Netaji been ah've, he could have 
worked miracles. Remarking on the 
book, she said that it would always 
remain a priceless testament to her 
father, adding that a revaluation of 
her father’s work was essential. 

At the beginning of the function 
she handed a copy of the book to 
the Editor of Ananda Baar Patrika, 
Mr Ashoke Kumar Sarkar and then 
copies to the two editors, Sisir 
Kumar Bose and Birendra Nath 
Sinha. Mr Sarkar said that politi¬ 
cians had been using Netaji’s name 
and profiting by it. It was time he 
said, to unmask these people Netoif 
A Ptctonal Bwaropbu provides an 
arrav of photographs, supported by 
contemporary documentary material 
which tells the story of Netaji’s life 
and mission. 
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TALKINC5 TOINT 


S USED in Sanskrit, poli¬ 
tics means the ethics of 
State, hut actually it is 
just the opposite, the 

_most unethical of thinjts. 

Some foolish, dishonest people have 
called it the ethics of the State. 
There arc no ethics in it; politics is 
the craft of the treadierous. 

Mulla Nasruddin’s son asked him,- 
"Father, you are so engrossed in 
politics all the time. Please teU me 
what politics is.” 

Mulla said to him, “It is not possi¬ 
ble to put it into words; it is a secre¬ 
tive thing. I will let you experience 
it.” 

He then asked his son to climb a 
ladder which was against the wall 
When the boy had climbed the ladder 
he asked him to jump, saying he 
would not let him fall. The bo;y hesi¬ 
tated. but again Mulla told him not 
to be afraid because he would catch 
him, that the buy should trust his own 
father. After being told again and 
again, the boy jumped. Mulla moved 
away, and the boy tell on all fours. 
Bruised and bleeding all over, be 
asked his father the meaning of this 
action. Nasruddin said to him, “This 
is politics, son. Don’t trust your own 
father. This is the fir-st lesson” 

Politics is a game of deception and 
fraud; it thrives on cutthroat compe¬ 
tition. It is violdhce, a very cunning 
sort of violence : you do not see blood 
around but much blood is shed; the 
murdering hands cannot be seen but 
murder happens; people are wiped 
out and no one ever comes to know 
about these things. Politics is exploi¬ 
tation, deception; it is a game where 
you give beautiful assurances. And 
there is never any hesitation in mak¬ 
ing promises, because no one fulfils 
them, nor do they really want to ful¬ 
fil them — and in five to seven years 
the people will be tired of waiting. 
But they don’t worry, because by 
then their close relatives will have 
given other assurances and they will 
now have come to power. 

The memory of the people is very 
shortlived; they forget that you have 
made promises and never fulfilled 
any of them. 

The days of the kings have gone. 
In the same way, the days of the 
politicians should go too. Five hun¬ 
dred years ago no one would have 
believed that there would be no more 
kings: the king was the representa¬ 
tive of god; the belief was that he 
was appointed by god. How could 
these kings go ? The belief was fhat 
if a king was happy his people were 
happy too. How could the citizens 
be safe without their king ? It was 
beyond people’s comprehen^om And 
you see, the kings are no more. The 
kings have gone. The> days of the 
politicians are also coming to an end. 
They are only dragging their feet 
now; their deaths are fast approach¬ 
ing. And they have done enough mis¬ 
chief. The close of this century will 
■ee fheir end. 



Politics 


It is a very cunning sort 
of violence. 


By ACHARYA RAJNEESH 


The future does not belong to the 
politician, and it should not. The 
world needs another kind of manan- 
ment, not of the politician but of the 
scientist. It needs administering by 
the intelligent. Then this world will 
have another flavour. But Just now 
you cannot imagine a world without 
politicians. The sole occupation of 
the politician is to sit on your chest 
and to keep you under the impres- 
rion that you %vill be lost without 
him, and that his remaining in pow¬ 
er is in your interest. The politicians' 
only job is to live off you and to 
make you believe that everything is 
being done in your interest. 

Look around you. Wherever you 
find deception and fraud, there you 
%vill find politics. Wherever you find 
dishonesty, thievery and pi^-pocke- 
ting there you will And poUtics. 
When someone is trying to dhoke 
iron, but says that it is in your inter¬ 
est and that he is your benefactor, 
it is politics. Unterstand the useless¬ 
ness of politics, and stop giving so 
much respect to politicians. Why 
have you given the politician so much 
importance ? This shows your men- 
tafa’ty: You worship dirty, gross 
things like power. It is worshipping 
violence. What does the politician 
have ? He has power. And worshipp¬ 
ing power shows that you have no 
culture, that you have no 
Intelligence. 

Let the politicians come. Be indiff¬ 
erent to them. The more indifferent 
you become towards them the better. 
If a poVtidan comes, there should 
be no crowds to cheer and no gar¬ 
lands to put on him; he should sim- 
pW come and ga But you are fond 
of entertainment. Wherever there is 


a crowd you go running. And your 
numbers give power to the politicians. 
Please disperse these crowds. 

If you want to sit somewhere, then 
sit where religion is being discussed, 
where people are singing the praises 
of god, where people are dandng 
and singing of him. Sing some love 
songs; perform some acts of love 
and compassion; meditate — pass 
your time in su^ things. And be in¬ 
different to the politidans. This, I 
call rebellion. I do not teach revolu¬ 
tion against politidans, I teadi 
rehellion. 

Turn your back on politics, and 
the politidans will become sad and 
their usefulness will cease. They 
will understand that people are not 
interested in them and in this vita 
their power and their hold will dimi¬ 
nish. Then, fewer people wiU turn 
towards politics. Take .your life into 
your own hands. I am not in favour 
of the authority of the State. And 
that is why I am not for sodaUsm. ■ 
But do not think that I do not want 
poverty to go. Socialism places too 
much power in the hands of the poli¬ 
tidans; I want the people to take 
power back into their own hands. 

Life belongs to you and you should 
be able to live it. Live it as beauti¬ 
fully as possible. Do not place your 
life in the hands of the State. Do not 
allow the State too much power. I 
am all for freedom. There is no need 
to nationalise anything, just free the 
people, just open your doors to the 
whole world and invite people to 
come and help you. Let them bring 
sdence, let them bring industries; 
flourish by letting them bring tech¬ 
nology and wealth. The world has 
much wealth; let there be partidpa- 
tion. America has invested millions 
of dollars everywhere, and, in India, 
onlv one per cent of its wealth. India 
needs much more. But we do not 
open our doors. We are so afraid. 

This country can become rich and 
prosperous. The whole earth can be 
full of prosperity and happiness. But 
for this to happen, the r^ns have to 
be in the hands of the sdentist, the 
philosopher, and the saint. The time 
for poUtidans is over. Say goodbye 
to them. 

A politidan was standing for elec¬ 
tion. He was campaigning for votes, 
when a voter asked him for the name 
of some responsible person who 
could vouch for him. The politidan 
replied, "Ask the jailer. He released 
me three months ahead of time be¬ 
cause of ray good behaviour.” All 
kinds of people take to politics. Poli¬ 
tics, in a very artful way, provides 
masks for all that is fraudulent. 

You ask me what politics is. You 
are asking someone who does not 
know the ABC of it. Please do not 
aide me such difficult questions. I 
have no interest in it. Ask me what 
religion is. Ask me what life is. Ask 
me what god is. 

Copyright: Ra-jneesh Foundation 
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George Fernandes, whose work it was more than anybody 
else's,writes an authoritative history and in the process raises many 
questions about our attitudes and our polity. 


HE AU Ipdia Railway- 
men’s Federation is today 
about 5S years old and 
this organisation was pro 
vided with leadership by 
people who came from outside the 
railways. Among the more illustrious 
and better known peoide who have led 
this federation and who haue led the 
railwaymen’s movement are former 
President V. V. Girl and Jayaprakash 
Narayan. During the struggle for 
Independence we had Just one orga¬ 
nisation of railwaimien, the All India 
Railwaymen’s Federation, operating 
at the national level and toe zonal 
unions or railway-wise unions (be¬ 
cause the railways in the earlier 
days were owned by British coni- 

r ianies) were altiliatcd to Ihe All 
ndia Railwaymen's Federation. Came, 
freedom and tlie ruling Party, the 
Congress, felt that It was very 
neccs-sary for it to have a trade union 
wing And so the All India Trade 
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Union Congress (AITUC), which had 
within its fold trade unions led by 
people belonging to various shades of 
political opinion, including the Com¬ 
munist Party, the Socialists, the Con¬ 
gressmen and others who had no 
links with any political Party whatso¬ 
ever. cune to be split, and the ruling 
Party, the Confess Party, set up the 
Indian National Trade Union Con¬ 
gress (INTUC). 

Having set up a national centre, it 
was also inevitable that unions would 
be set up in all the industries. Rail¬ 
ways was one of the areas where a 
new trade union was organised, both 
at the zonal railway level (in the 
meanwhile the railways had been 
nationalised; this happened before 
the British left) and also at the 
national level. And what is now 
known as the National FederMion of 
Indian Railwaymen (NFIR) came in 
to existence in 1948 soon after the 
INTUC was set up. Now, this division 




among the railwaymcn invariably 
weakened them, as it should have; as 
it weakens any other section of the 
working people. And any major 
action by the railwayman was not 
thought oi in the years soon after 
Independence. The first major rail¬ 
way strike occurred in 1960. It was 
a five day .strike, organised along 
with other sections of the Central 
Government employees, induding 
Posts and Telegraphs and employees 
of the secretariat services. In five 
days the strike was ruthlessly suppres¬ 
sed. 1 think about 50,000 employees, 
belonging to all sections of the Go¬ 
vernment, were arrested aud in five 
days the workers had gone back to 
work without any discussion about 
any settlement. In 1968 a second 
attempt was made, but that was 
beaten even before it got going. 

However, the ruling establi-shmcnt 
had obviously realised the potential 
dangers in allowing railwaymen to 
get uri|anised, and along with the 
formation of the INTUC and subse¬ 
quently the INTUC-afliliated NFIR, 
the Railway Board dedded that the 
i'ailwayinen'.s movement should he 
nplit into as many parts ai> could be 
lonreived. As a result, in the last 
ten years there came into existence 
about 120 unions of loilwaymen, all 
based on the categories of employ- 
niejit. In other woixls, the firemen 
had a union, the drivers had a union, 
the guards had a union, the clerks 
had a union and even the pay clerks 
— on the entile railway system wc 
have. 2,000 pay derks. men who are 
ronceined with making payments of 
salaries to the employees — founded 
a union of their own. at the national 
level. And the absurdity of it all 
became evident late in 1975-74 when 
the All India Railway Photograpbens’ 


Union, numbering two photographers 
from vach zonal railway (in all about 
20 photographers who worked at the 
headquarters oi each of the railways) 
also founded a national union of 
their own. In this way about 120 
unions, encouraged and deliberately 
fostered and supported by the rail¬ 
way administration, were used to 
snipe at the AIRF and erode its 
strength. Naturally a movement that 
wa.s so divided could not possibly 
raise any issue of any significance 
for the workers. The two federa¬ 
tions continued to have recognition 
while the other unions were never 
recognised by the railway administra¬ 
tion. They were fostered but not 
recognised. Although both federa¬ 
tions, AIRF and NFIR, were recog¬ 
nised. nothing could be negotiated, 
nothing could be settled because 
there was no bargaining strength at 
all in the AIRF while the NFlR was 
not even meant to be projected as a 
bargaining agent. 

Decision to 
strike 


N 1975 due to a number 
ot circum.stanres which I 
shall not go into at the 
moment, I was inviti>d by 
the union of the railway- 
men on the (^entral Railway, one of 
the zonal railways which employs 
about 150 000 men, to accept the 
presidenry of the union. The Na¬ 
tional Railway Mazdoor Union 
(NRMU) as it is called, is an old 
union whi<h over the years used to 


have people who were not employed 
on the railways as its prestdents. 
When this move to bring me in as a 
president got known, the Railway 
Board set up a command unit to 
prevent my induction into the union. 
Pressures were created, people were 
prevented from attending the conven¬ 
tion. A control room was .set up to 
sec how delegates could be prevented 
from participating, in any case pre¬ 
vented from voting. However by a 
very narrow margin of votes I was 
elected in absetUta as the president 
of this union. 1 shall nut go into 
wh>^ and wherefores of my election. 

i have been working in trade 
iiiiiuns since 1849- 1 started working 
wh<-ii I was 18 years old. My first 
organising activity was to organise 
workers in the road transport indus¬ 
try in my home district, down south 
in Karnataka State. Over the years 
1 Ihive been primarily a trade union 
man, though I have been a Socialist 
Party member and also have held 
office in the Socialist Party. Having 
been elected president of the union 
of the railwaymen of the Central 
Railway, everyone expected that 
there would be a move to make me 
the president of the AIRF ot which 
the NRMU was a very important 
affiliate. In October 1975, the AIRF 
was having its national convention at 
Secunderabad. The move was intiat- 
ed, my name was proposed by my 
union for the presidency. The then 
incuiabent was also a member of the 
Party of which I was then the chair¬ 
man, the Socialist Party of India. 
Mr Peter Alvares was a member of 
the national committee of my Party, 
and 1 was the chairman of the Party. 

The move on the part of the roil- 
waymen to make me the president of 
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AIRF therefore ran into a lot of ■£ 
trouble inside the Party. 1 had to 
make a personal decision, and my 
own decision was to contest the pre¬ 
sidency even though it meant not 
only unpleasantness but possible 
di.sciplinary action from the Party 
committee too. Attempts were made 
later on to discipline me in.sidc the 
Parly on thi.s issue, but I think it 
was leali.sed that the decision of the 
workers was a correct one, and there¬ 
fore the duscipUnary moves were 
latci on dropped. My election to the 
presidency was opposed, among 
others, by members ol the So€iali,st 
Parly m the lailwaymen's movement, 
in other words the Socialist iaction 
m thus railwayman’s movement, and 
by the CPI and the Mosc'ow-orientcd 
(Communist Party wing in the rail- 
wnymen’s movement. There was an 
open alliance on the iluor and in the 
lobbie.s and in order to block this 
eleition, a very sinister move was set 
in motion whereby a resolution call- 
ing foi an immediate strike on the 
■ ailvvay.s was also proposed. 

P<-ople knew, in.sidc the railway- 
iiK'ii'.s movement, that I was opposed 
to any .sliike decision by this coil- 
teieiiie. 1 was opposed to tltis move 
even though I was aware that work 
ei.s vvi'ie agitated over the iion-settle- 
im-ni ul a number ot issues and 
giievaixes and demands and there 
wii-, talk ot organising some form of 
direit artion. My case was that the 
railwayiiieii were organisationally not 
in a position to go in for any lorm 
ot collective action and the most irn- 
portani task before the railwaynicri 
at that point was to organise them 
selves into a very powerful trade 
union With 120 catcgory-wisc unions, 
with two recognised tederations, one. 
owing total allegiance to the ruling 
Party, with three other federations, 
one owing allegiance to the Jana 
bangh (which is now merged into the 
Janata Party, to which I too belong¬ 
ed). another owing allegiance to the 
CPl(M) (not exactly functioning as a 
tiKleratiou but nevertheless as a kind 
ot louse co-ordinating body) and the 
third owing allegiance to the CPI (the 
Moscow-oriented Communist Party), 
the railwa.vmen were ranged against 
themselves, with all these organisa¬ 
tions together not being accepted by 
a majority of the workers. 

1. therefore, thought that any move 
to immediately launch or even sug¬ 
gest any form of direct action coukl 
have very disastrous consequences for 
the workers. In so far as the AlJtF 
itsell was concerned, the aifiUated 
membership of the federation in 
October 1973 was less than 400,000, 
and the effective membership, dues 
paying and committed membership, 
was about half that number. And 
there again the AIRF, because of the 
proliferation of the category-wise 
unions, had hardly any bargaining 
power with key sections like the 
drivers, firemen and guards. They 
had formed their category-wise 
unions. The AIRF had b^me 
primarily an organisation of the 
workshop staff, who when it came to 
bargaining power, possessed very 
little of it. And then there were the 


clerks, the people working in the 
oHices who provided the leadership 
because they knew how to read and 
write Ivnglisb. They could write the 
icpiie.s of the chargcshects, they 
could corrt-spond with the railway 
adinini.stratiun. 

1 think one of the reasons why a 
seciuni lit the conrcrencc insisted on 
getting this ri-solution through was 
to corilrunt me personally with a kind 
of u Jtiil accompli and there was dis- 
ciis.sioii even then on the Hoor and in 
the tubby that they would like to see 
how I would oppose that resolution. 
I was not expi-ctcd to take the floor 
ill the conferentv but I did and 
uppu.sed that resolution. 1 said that 
there shall not be a railway strike 
and we shall nut talk of a railway 
strike till .such lime a.s wc have not 
organisi^ ourselves adequately. I 
al.so pointed oul to the railwaymen 
that .1 railway strike in India with 
almost I wo million railwaymen was 


Peter Ahmres 



no child's play. Next to tbe army 
the railwaymen in the country were 
the must powerful single force aM in 
certain situations they could be lai 
more powerful than the army. 1 put 
Thi.s across to them, and 1 asked them 
to reali.se what a railway strike could 
mean in the conditions prevailing in 
India then. I said that any day when 
the railwa.vmen were in a position to 
launch a strike it would never be 
neevs-sary for them to do .so because 
the nnpiirations of that strike, both 
for the State and for the country, 
would be .such that no one would 
want .such a strike. My proposition 
was not accepted and since the whole 
move was a manoeuvre it succeeded. 
On the one hand I got elected to the 
presidency of the AIRF by a narrow 
margin and on the other hand by a 
narrow margin a resolution calling for 
a strike in December, within two 
months of mv election as president 
of the federation was also adopted. 
This bv an organisation which had 
no -Strike fund.s, by an organi.sation 
which had not a paisa—literally not 
a paisa in the bank, in the kitt.v—by 
an organisalioii whose claimed mem- 
beiship was 400,000 out of about 2 
iiiillion railwaymen and whose effec¬ 
tive incinbership was only 200.000- 

Getting 

organisetd 

OW it has been partly the 
tradition of the railway- 
men's movement that be¬ 
cause of tbe kind of 
_involvement by the estab¬ 
lishment, the pressures that the 
establishment has always exerted 
and the manoeuvres which the estab- 
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hshiiient has invariably toirfurted desire of the leadership of my federa- obviously feeling that their monopoly 

among the railwaymen, the leadeis tion, and by a very hectic non-stop ovci militancy was gradually dwiMl- 
have (.onstwtly been made to take organismg effort across the length mg lliose who were traditionalist 

decisions which later on have exposed and breadth of the countiy (We have were getting overwhelmed by the 

them before the workers as men who almost 60,000 km of railway track. development They felt that the 

never really meant what they said, 1,000 railway stations, it is a vast workers were for the fiist time bemg 

men incapable of implementing their country) With a tremendous effort 1 mosed into a situation where action, 

own decisions, as men of stiaw In was able to create among the railway lery decisive action, could become 

ihe pi 01 ess, the leadership invariably men an urge to associate all sections possible 

lost the (oniidence of the workers of the organised trade unions with the Ihcii-fore they got a little scared 
and functioned ^ some kind of a impending movement. As 1 said, this and that section which always had 

liaison between the Railway Board was lesistcd, resented and fought placed the role of stooges was really 

unu( 3nd the trade uiuod ofhee And against by the Iccidcfship of the fedc loiicernod and worried aiS they saw 

most ol the trade union were lation by most of the Icadeiship of tiM dangers that loomed on the horl 

m piiiiiisCrS that were freely gifted (he federation Hovsevci, when pre /on However, by December I could 

to the railwaymen's unions by the ^uica started building up from below see that a united movement was 

***"Wair authoiitiest Having been became difhcult loi the leadership pos^ihle and I convened a special 

s.iddJed with this resolution it became to openly oppose this move and so ting of the federation's general 

neccssciiy tor me either lo resign my giadiially they cithci took to suppoii council where I proposed that the 

position or to make the best of a jug u oi |ust kept quiet even while decision to strike in late Decfmber 

bad bargain 1 deuded on the lattci trying to undeimme this attempt to shoukt be defcried that the com- 

and loiik to CMganising lO the first unite the lailway workcis initlcc must be given the authority to 

place the AIRI- and its amhates Tuteiestingly the usislance came decide* on the .ippiopnate date for 

It vi.is not an cdsy task because as fiom others aLso the Locx> Running action and a national coordination 

1 >aid politically committed people staff Association which oiganisedthe committee for railwa^men’s struggle 

Ud the unions at vaimus levels By diivcis and the Intmcn, and which -including all the organisations ot 

liMtiiiDcr, iJ/a I njd hi id tdlk.& with «is a wi*'i union bud dlrcddy roilw«i\mcn iircspoctiM' of then 

vaiious rudl unions, against the ex mitiaUd and paituipaU-d in a nuni idcolcgual, oiganisational or any 

pres-cd desiic ot the icst ot the be r ot tiadt iiinon action^ also oppos other backgiound—should be sit up 

oaclciship ot m\ fcduatiun I also od this they wcic among the most jhe resolution was adopted ag. insi 

Held talks with 120 category wise mihtant sections ot the railwaymen, cuiisiderablr opposition from • sec 

t^ons ag^n ^'aiiist thc^ expressed neveithcUss th ey t oo opposed it |,on of the fedeiations leadership 

Secuni*/ pcTscJwnef man radways durmq sliifce 
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1^ was myself subjected to a lot of 
ridicule and an attempt was even 
made to suggest that I was a stooge 
of the Railway Board, that I was not 
acting on the resolution adopted by 
the conference in October 1973 


The demands 




ITH a lot of prodding ami 
talking with these various 
organisations, by the end 
of Febiuary I had succ¬ 
eeded in bringing all these 
people for a preliminary discussion 
Excepting the NFUt which was allied 
with the ruling Party all other 
organisations came for discussion:; 
and in the last week of February, on 
February 27 to be precise, we had the 
first convention of all railway's unions 
(cxiepting the NFIR) and the 
National Coordination Committee 
for Railwaymcn’s Struggle (NCCBS). 
which subsequently led the 
movement, came into being at 
this convention This convcn 
faon adopted certain demands 
which were identical to those which 
had been adopted earlier at the con 
ference of the AIRF m Secunderabad 
The demands included parity m 
wdgeo with employees in pubiK 
aoctor undertakings Wc have a 
fairly large, and well organised public 
St (tor in India industries owned b, 
the Central Government and also by 
the State Goveinments The steel 
mills coal indus.try, biavy niarhint 
building industry machine tools 
shipyards, these are some ol the core 
sectors which are publicly owncMl I hi 
public sectoi has a iaiilj rationalised 
and well organised wage structure 
The railways owned by the Slate ind 
peifoiming perhaps the most impot 
tant function in out economic 
life aie not accepted as .i pait 
of this public sectoi lor tbi 
simple reason that they came to b<* 
nationalised beloie thi 'est of the 
public sector came into cxistenoi 
They weie tieatid as a departmental 
undei taking whatcvei that may 
mean And wleit wages and service 
conditions are concerned the lailwav 
nun weie nowhere n« ai the condi 
lions that weic available lo the public 
sectoi employees Iheicforc this 
was the mam issue that was raised 
by the woikeis (what had been rais 
ed ovei the years, and which wt 
thought was prestnlc:d as the most 
important demand) hrst through the 
NIRF conference and latci thiough 
the NCCRS meeting 
Along with these demands was also 
taggc'd the question ot bonus Wt 
have profit sharing bonus foi workers 
in India, which later on came to be 
defined as a “deferred wage” Earlier 
It started us profit sharing durina 
World War 11 but through pioceed 
tngs of court actions and industrial 
actions came to be defined as ‘ dcfcri 
ed wage” Since most Indian workers 
do not earn a proper living oi a fan 
wage, it was felt that on the profits 
that were earned by the companies 
a certain amount ot money should be 
paid to the workmen We felt that 
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since 1 ail way men s wages were fai 
below those ot pubbe sector eni 
employees and all public sector eni 
ployees were earning a minimum 
bonus although many units were not 
making profits (some did but most 
did nut) the minimum bonus should 
also be paid to the railway employees 
The thud equally important demand 
related to the rationalisation of the 
hoiu-, of work In the railwavs, 
peiticiilailv among the luniiing 


staff (and a targe part of the 
railwavmen belong to the running 
stafi) there had not been any rationa¬ 
lisation of the hours of work The 
fourth demand related to job evalua 
tion and reclassification of Uie work¬ 
ers There never had been any form 
of scientific job evaluation done on 
the railways, and the wages were not 
related to the work which the rail 
waymen were doing The fifth (this 
demand did not cover those who were 
working but always bothered the 
tr.de umon movement in India, and 
paiticularly the railwaymen's move¬ 
ment) was reinstatement of all the 
workmen who were victimised for 
tiade union activities 

One Step 
forward _ 

OW we submitted tnis 
new charter on March 
4, 1974, that is immediate¬ 
ly attei the national co- 

_ ordination committee, the 

NCCRS, was formed We demanded 
negotiations There was no response. 
Just as there had been no response 
when the AIRF had submitted iden 
tical demands in the last week of 
October after the national convention 
in Secunderabad At that time, I 
had received in my capacity as the 
pnsidenl of the AIRI a postcard iii 
acknowledgement of the demands A 
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clerk in the Railway Board sent me 
a postcard saying that the letter 
addressed to the chairman of the 
Railway Board had been received in 
the office of the chan man of the 
Railway Boaid The only way of 
relating the existence of the Rail 
way Board to the demands erf the 
lailwaymen was this one postcard 
We have nothing else on the files of 
either the NCCRS or AIKr from the 
railway administration to suggest that 
thet were prepared to talk, that they 
had a certain point of view, that they 
could not concede the demands, that 
they would not be willing to talk 
There was just nothing on record, 
except a postcard signed b> a clerk 
of the Indian Railways The letter 
of March 4 also did not get acknow 
ledged There was no communication 
whatsoever 

At the personal and political level 
because I was also the chairman of 
the Socialist Party, apait fiom being 
the president of the AIRF and if not 
m the latter at least in the former 
capacity capable ot making some 
noise in the country (1 had been in 
Parliament earhei, having been 
elccud fiom Bombay defeating the 
then Railway Minister in a straight 
contest) there were some casual dis 
cussions The Railway Minister who 
held office during those days, Mr L 
N Mishra, who latei came to be kill 
ed foi reasons that art not known 
had a personal relaUonship with ip»- 
just as most othei political leadei > 
in the countiy had So at a personal 
level he would talk, but officially he 
refused to talk And all the personal 
level talks invariably ended with a 
warning from his side that if I pur 
sued what I was trying to do, I 
would run into serious tioublc 

Nothing having happened till 
Maith 15 I tonvened a meeting Oi the 
NCCRS in Delhi on the April 15 Thr 
NCCRS by then consisted of about 
250 to 300 representatives—two re 
presentatives fiom each of the orga 
nisations And at this meeting on 
Apiil 15 we decided that we would 
serve a formal noiio of stiike Ihi 
notice of strike was served with , 
lot of fantaie on Apiil 22 This 
was served all over the (ountry Sinn 
the employei did not exist since he 
cxisttd only on one postcard any 
talk of serving a formal notice at one 
point alone did not make much sens<‘ 
though for legal or technical purposes 
it was necessary So as the AIRF a 
the NCCRS and os individual trade 
unions at every level we served 
notice of the strike more as a 
demonstrative act than as a legal 
ni'cessity 

Between April 15, when we 
decided to seive the notice of strike 
and the 22nd, when we served the 
notice 1 was called by the chairman 
ot the Railway Boaid It was a very 
interesting meeting, very dramatic 
1 was alone with the chairman of the 
Railway Board in his well furnished 
office when suddenly in walked the 
director geneial of All India Radio 
The chairman ot the Railway Board 
and this gentleman began talking m 
front of me, occasionally having a 
word with me too Wc also had a 


personal acquaintance, having known 
each other’s famihes for a num^r of 
^ars The chairman asked the 
director-general whether the entire 
strategy of publiasing the Railway’s 
and the Governments position had 
been completed and the director- 
general, presenting sheets of papei 
pointed out how skits wen going to 
be pieseiUed and how statements 
weie going to be presented and how 
talks were goiiyg to be given—the 
whole stiategv of how All India 
Radio was going to attack the rail 
waymen’s movement and attack the 
railwaynieii s strike if it at all 
mateiialised 

This cxeitise must have taken 
about 10 minutes, at the end of which 
the chairman of the Railway Boaid 
said that it was m fact the Minister 
who wanted to have a woid with me 
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•'o having indiiecily bfCJi briefed 
with what All India Ra iio and the 
Railway Boaid weit going to do, I 
was taken to th< next loom The 
Railway MiimUi fothiiwisc a good 
fiumd of nunc) received me and all 
tiiat he hiid to sav was that il 1 did 
not withdiaw inv (ilaiis lot sciviiig a 
notice of dnk'*' the const ciueiicc s 
would be tcnibli it would be clcsast' 
uus and it could peisonalij huit me 
a gieat deal I liughcd I im out and 
left his room and wc scived the 
stiike notice on ,bi 22nd 

Immediately thircaltei I leccivcd 
a call at the f<delation ofhee irum a 
man who had c it lift been the Minis 
tt r oi Gabou in Mi s Gandhi 
Ciibinct a gentleman called lai 
sukhlal Matin who later beeann 
till Puiiiab Goveinor Mi Hathi 
nsisted th it I meet him immediately 
Ic was piepaicd to cuine to the 
te'deratJon office but he piclciicd ii 


NEXT WEEK 

THE FATEFUL DAYS 


if 1 went to bis home He sent his 
car and I went to his home. He 
asked me whether I was serious about 
all that I was saying and doing 1 
said 1 was in light earnest and if a 
settlement was not forthcoming then 
a sliike was inevitable He started 
discussing with me the vaiious de 
mands He said it would cost Rs 300 
crores I told him that we could 
make a settlement for Rs 100 (3'ores. 

Ihcii we started talking I asked 
liiiii befoie piuceeding further, as to 
whc'thei he was speaking m bis own 
eapaeitv, because he held no office 
whatsoever, oi it he was speaking 
under instiuctions He said hr bad 
no peisonal authority to speak to roc; 
he was speaking ui^cr orders fiom 
the highest authority, namely the 
Piinie* Minister We came to certain 
eunclusiuns The tentative conclusi¬ 
ons th.il wc came to meant a settle¬ 
ment with less than Rs 100 crores, 
hall ol which was going to be found 
by the railwaymen thiough increased 
pioductivity at various levels And 
with that 1 left him with a feeling 
that the Government had finally takeu 
this whole thing seriously since the 
railyvayincn had also in the meau- 
while taken their own issues very 
seriously sinex the unity that had 
never, never been conceived by the 
lailwaymoQ had finally been achieved 
and a struggle was now inevitable. 

Oil Apiil 24 I was for the fiist time 
called foi otiicial talks We talked, 
but when 1 was called foi talks it was 
Mi (^orge 1 ernandes” neither the 
piiside-nt ot the All India Railway 
men s I LMleration” nor the ’ conveneu 
ol the National Coordination Com 
mittcc tor Raiiwavinon’s Struggle’’. 
It was ‘Mr Geoige liinaudes” who 
iiciived the* liUei 
My dear George 

Will you please conn over, witii 
whoiocver you want to bring along- 
wilh you foi talks with us 
So 1 took a team consisting of 12 re 
ptese nlatives two trom each of the 
oigamsutioiis and this included, 
amoni, olhei'- Mi S A Uange, thu 
(hailman ot the GPl and the general 
MCictaiy ol the AIIUC 

talks wen held with this 12 man 
negotiating team but the Railway 
Hoaid also called the NIIR foi talks 
—that is the. Congie>s union which 
wa not a pai I of the demand serving 
group And they also had a team ot 
12 1 had a Udiii of 12 So 25 ol 

us sat and began talking from the 
21th to the ^th fht talks lasted II 
seemed to nu on April 30 that 
we h.id inou oi less amvc'd at a 
settle mint It may lOuiid a little odd, 
but 't Is a tael that we wiic able to 
negoliale and inanuc'uvic to a situa 
lion m which one by one the Rail 
way Boaid lelt eompelled to make 
coimmlment* The total lommitmcnts 
c mic to about Rs 80 eroits t did not 
w int a strike The NCt'R's of coiiise 
etiel not want a stiike On the night 
ejt Apt It 30 when I felt that 1 had .i 
settlement in tin big 'he Railway 
Minisl 1 enteicd the ne gotiating reion 
the eonfiienee leieim of the R ulw e\ 
Reeaid and sod tint he weiuld do 
mote lilknif em the feillowing day 
whie h was May 1 

h> 



when Revolution 
takes place in 
some country, 

WHO PAYS YOU? 

Revolution isn't good for an export business. 

A coup that gets a two-line mention in the Indian newspapers might 
get an exporter into serious trouble in that particular country. 

The new government may pay. Or may not. Or delay the payment 
so much that it will throw an exporter into grave crisis. 

ECGC can cover your exports against such risks. And others. 

Like your buyer's protracted default to pay. His insolvency. Moratorium 
on payments by your buyer's government. 

Other services of ECGC include extended credit coverage, and 
performance guarantees. 

If you read about a coup tomorrow, relax. 

With an ECGC cover, it won't kill your export business. 



EXPORT CREDIT 
& GUARANTEE 
CORPORATION 
UMITED 

(A Government of India Enterorise) 


REGD. OFFICE 

Express Towers, 10th Floor, Nariman Point, Bombay 400 021. 
Regional Offices Bombay • Calcutta • New Delhi • Madras 
Branches Cochin • Bangalore • Ludhiana 
Liaison Offices: Ahmedabad • Hyderabad • Pune • Varanasi 




WHMDOM 




Im^s 


Bloodstains 


By SAMAR SEN 


H AVEN'T we all been here before? 

The defunct Now, and I-roaner 
and then the Ewnonuc and 
tVeetuv were ail anurned with pie¬ 
ces on Calcutta by ur Ashok Miira, 
for certain reasons Now, part ot 
Winch covered the hrst ‘United 
1 ront’ period, has been passed ov<‘i 
in the two selecaons — ealculla 
Diary and The iipodlutu ionrs. 
Frontier too, but lor two pieces in 
Cuieutia Diary. The selections arc 
iroin the prestigious i.tW, where 
Ur Mitra began to txintribute his 
column at.er he had resigned as 
Chiel Economic Adviser to the 
Indira Gandhi Government. 

there was, and still is, a mytu 
about the intelloctual hie of Calcutta 
Miiir.-h once was also a volatile and 
militant city, an unpredictable city 
Riven to sudden outbursts ot violent 
political passion. It was this intel- 
lerlual dty which, wi.h its great 
communal killing of 1946, la>d the 
ground tor partition and a choking 
refugee iiillux. Also, a city which, 
alter tlie undivided CPI had taken 
to the parliamentary path, saw mas¬ 
sive demonstratiuas in the fiflic-s, 
pcihjp.s partly because ot the. refu¬ 


gees. But the canker had begun to 
en.er the soul long before Mi.> 
Gandhi bad assumed absolute power 
which also meant absolute con up 
tion. The Congress bad hoodlums 
most of the time; buL they weie nui 
that active when the Congress ruled 
all India. Be-ween 1967-70, parti¬ 
cularly during the second United 
front, it was the Left Parties them 
selves which started iiit^r-Party kill¬ 
ings to seize trade unions and con¬ 
trol the peasant movemcn,. Since 
ihe bhadralok babus and cadres ol 
these Parties were not adep, m the 
an of killing, other elements came 
into the picture. And it all turned 
into a revolang bloody chapter when 
the CPM and the CIT(ML) fought it 
out The CPM, which held charge 
of the Home Mmisiry in the second 
UF Government, did cuntribule a 
bit to what followed — the police- 
hoodlum years — assisted b.v the 
CPUML) — though not on Ihc scale 
seen alter the 1972 clvclions. To 
Dr Mitra, 1972 to early 1977, when 
the CPM was out of political powei 
and m the wilderness, were the 
hqodluiii years. There is no deny 
ing the suffering undergone bv the 
CPM cadres all those years and l)i 
Mitra, in the early parts, conefn- 
tra es on this. A little later he 
remembers other young men and 
women who went through a greater 


hell. But the hell, contrary to what 
he says in the introduction, was al¬ 
so known in other States besides 
West Bengal even before the Emer¬ 
gency; and for this hell, those L%ft 
ist Parties and leaders who went 
gaiga over Indira Gcndhi and the 
Congress split of 1969, bank natio- 
nale-ation and the Indian invasion 
of Bangladesh in 1971 have their 
shaie of responsibility. They will 
have to bear the same rcsponsibihtv 
lor the coming terror because they 
do not seem to have learnt much, 
except to allow a vicious permissive¬ 
ness, a laziness of mind and action 
and patronage in the Stales they 
control. Calcutta, n(Jw a docile com¬ 
placent city, a provincial ci y subject 
to the pressures of a megalopolis 
wi h little light, suffers the same 
maladies Dr Mitra laments, despiti 
two veais of Left Front rule, though 
the hoodlums are not much in evid 
enie in the city proper. They know 
when and where to refreat and'wait. 

Having to write four to five 
rolumn.s of matter every week in- 
due's repelilivenc.ss snd the style 
vieMs diminishing relurn.s. Hr 
Mitra shows his range of intcresi 
scholarship and analytical power In 
.some of these studies in a dying 
fulliire. He has many admirers ot 
his style, bn it will be hardly un¬ 
derstood by the Bama Chakravartys 
(“wherever Ihev are”) to whom the. 
brink i.s dedirated 

The Hoodlum Years by Ashok Mitra, 
Orient Longman, Price Rs 33 


Shining example 


By DAVID McMAHON 


iiTTs a preposterous plan. Still, 

1 if you do get pp it, I think 
it’U be the hardest thing that’s been 
done in the Himalayas," Chris 

Bonington said about the ascent of 
Cbangabang’s West Wall. And 

Bonington should know. He led the 
1975 British expedition which made 
history by climbing the South-west 
face of Everest. But these words of 
his only served to inspire the two 
adventurers who wanted to dimb 
Changabang, the Shining Mountain, 
till the idea became an obsession. 
The story of how that obsession 

finally b^ame a reality is fasdnat 
ing. The story is Peter Boardman's, 
the pbotograpas are by Joe Tasker, 
his co-climber. Both communicate 
iuddly their passion for the moun¬ 
tains : the narrative is easy paced, 
the colour photographs exceptional. 

The original idea behind the expe¬ 
dition was Joe Tasker’s; he had 
photographed the hypnotic West Wall 
on a previous exp^ition and had 


asked Boardman to return with him 
the next year. Veteran climbers 
looked on their plans askance but 
the two pressed on regardless. They 
gut themselves acclimatised by 
working in the cold storage of u 
food distrilHitioD centre and tested 
their new hammocks by hanging 
suspended in the cold storage among 
crates of ice cream for a night. Then 
followed a cheap flight to Delhi sino 
the two were existing on a budget 
that was one-tenth the sum that had 
been used 1m sponsor Boardman’s 
Everest expedition. Tlieir finances 
were worse than shoestring and as a 
result they had to find accom¬ 
modation that cost no mure than 
seven rupees a night. 

They earned on without their 
liaison officer and as they rounded a 
corner in the Rhamani Galciei, 
Boardman gut the first glimpse of the 
mountain he and Tasker were about 
to climb. It was a crucial moment 
as the thought struck the author — 
dared he presume to attempt the 
climb? From that time onwards the 
dimb took on a double meaning foi 
Boardman; reaching the summit it¬ 


self, coupled with bis own overcom¬ 
ing of hLs awe for the mountain. 
Ciiangabang became arf all-consum 
ing goal. 

At this point the narrative takes 
on a new tone. What precedes this 
has been written in a completely 
different mood, one in which the un¬ 
seen goal docs not play such a 
rominent part. The early chapters, 
y and large. arc lighter in vein, 
with a considerable amount of hu¬ 
mour. Later it becomes more sober 
but this i.s not to dctraii from the 
quality of writing. The later chap¬ 
ters are more serious in tone but 
very arre.sting 

Surprisingly, there is very little 
recorded in the book atout 
reaching the summit. Perhaps it is 
only the lay person who feels that 
tninipeU sound when one reaches 
the summit. Boardman’s de.scription 
of the achievement is very matter-ol- 
fact and one cannot fault Ipin for his 
•honesty. Perhaps this is the strong- 
"St characteristic ol the book; it is 
incredibly honest, as if it i.s a direct 
transcript of what the autnor has 
told a very clo.se friend. 

The Shming Mountain, by Peter 
Boardman, published by Hodder and 
Stoughton, it 5.95 
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VARIETY 


$yn<lay week 


Bvginning S«plemb«r 16 

Thib week the Sun Jupiter, Saturn and Rahu are conjoined in Leo Mercury and Venus are in Virgo, Uranus is in Libra, 
Neptune is in Scorpio Kethu is in Aquarius and Mars is in Cancer The Moon will be moving through Leo and Virgo 
from Cancer 


ARIES (March 21 — 
( y April 20) You must 

‘ keep your temper and 

)'/- i youf tongue under con- 

'■* ^ trol at all coats Avoid 

carefully all controversies and 
trouble You will certainly meet 
Important people who will prove to 
be of great help Keep a constant 
watch on pending lawsuits For 

businessmen and particularly, ex¬ 
porters. this will be a good week 
Most of your efforts will be crown¬ 
ed with success Good dales: 18, 
19 and 21 Lucky numbers: 3 and 9 
Favourable direction: South. 

TAURUS (April 21 — 
i>‘ J May 22) This Is the 

I ‘ time to display your 

k '-talents and also make 
^ ^ * plans for the future In 

the near future you will come across 
success and prosperity However, be 
prepared to shoulder new respons¬ 
ibilities Your financial front may 
prove very troublesome.Qood dates: 
16. 17, 21 and 22 Lucky numbm: 
2 and 7 Favourable direction: West. 


GEMINI (May 23 — 

V at A 21) Businessmen 

I should enter Into new 
^ contiiacts, acquire 

' stocks and try to push up 

safes during this week In the near 
future you will successfully recover 
some investments which you made 
In the oast The domestic scene 
will remain peaceful and you will 
enioy the support of your relatives. 
Dont worry about debts and pend¬ 
ing lawsuits You may undertake a 
journey Watch your health closely. 
Good dates: 16. 17. 20 and 21 
Lucky numbers: 7 and 8 Favourable 
direction: South-west 

CANCER (June 22 — 

, r^t July 22) Promotions and 
- transfers are in the 

' * offing for some people 

' born under this planet. 

A good week for the working 
class You may undertake a Jour¬ 

ney to a distant place for the fulfil¬ 
ment of youi plans This may be a 
very critical week (or businessmen.* 
Do not provoke your family mem-, 
bers It would be best to maintain 
diplomatic silence You may have 
to meet the doctor’s bill too Pro¬ 
ceed carefully and avoid argu¬ 
ments Good dates: 16. 18 and 22. 
Lucky numbers: 9 and 11 Favour¬ 
able direction: North-west. 


/f ' ^ s LEO (July 23 — August 

^ Tw ^ k 22) Remain on your 

guard throughout this 
V ,JC.4 ' week Do not waste 

' your time in the com¬ 

pany of your friends and relatives 
Do not feel bad if your efforts do 
not lead to success Personal prob¬ 
lems will continue to worry you for 
some more time Laners will not 
bring any good news for you. 
Others too will blame you unneces¬ 
sarily Make fresh plans Avoid 

gambling and ‘bad company 'Good 
dates: 16, 18 and 21 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 3 and 6 Favourable direction: 
Nil 

1 , vmiGO (August 23 •—< 

Uy i September 22) Face 

V ' your opponents boldly; 

every challenge should 

bo met squarely Your 

own hunches and intuition should 
prove very helpful Some friends 
too may help you In surmounting 
problems Good dates: 17, 18, 19 
and 20 Lucky numbers: 4 and 7. 
Favourable direction: South-west. 

LIBRA (September 23 
f , — October 22) This 

week will mark the re- 
y . turn of better days, 
for the time being at 
least all problems will cease to 
worry you Employers and seniors 
will extend a helping hand You 
wiil play host to friends and rela¬ 
tives The domestic scene will be a 
source of joy and happiness Letters 
will bring happy tidings The busi¬ 
ness front will prosper to no end 
Guard against evil Influence A 
good time for romance Good ilates: 
19, 20 and 22 Lucky numbers: 4 
and 8 Favourable direction: North 

^ ’ SCORPIO (October 23 

— November 21) This 
. 1- Is a patchy phase (or 

' . you and your o\^n will- 

' “ power can see you 
through It Multiple problems are 
likely to keep you dull and dejeJt- 
ed Business will experience finan¬ 
cial losses Do not sign new con¬ 
tracts during this unlucky period 
Transaction of goods will not be 
smooth Friends will fail to honour 
their commitments Avoid travelling 
Some peopio will have to part 
with their properties. You may have 
to borrow Good dates: 19 and 22 
Lucigr numbers: 1 and 6 Favour¬ 
able directiun: West 


Tif ^ SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 

^ J bar 22 — December 22) 

You will succeed in 
^ V' collecting funds to fin- 

^ ' ance your new ventures 

Letters Virlll bring good news Infor¬ 
mation from distant places will 
provide inspiration for the future. 
However, your health needs a lot of 
attention Some would gain in sports, 
gambling and speculation Do not 
worry about debts and pending law¬ 
suits. Good dates: 18, 19 and 21 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 8 Favourable 
direction: South-west 

’ CAPRICORN (Decembai 
H 'L 1 ^ 23 — January 20) Finan- 

^‘4 clal returns will con- 
C tinue to play hide and 

' ° seek with you but you 

must not lose patience Towards 
the end of this week your business 
front may brighten up Response 
from distant business partners wilt 
be heartening Keep away from 
glambing and betting Good dates: 
16, 20 and 21 Lucky numbers: 1 and 
4 Favourable direcUon: South-west. 


4 Favourable direcU 


South-west. 


A AQUARIUS (January 21 

^ _ February 19) A very 

schedule mav 
* make you restless. 

' Take good care of your 

health and prop up your sagging 
spirits. Unfortunately, you will come 
across a lot of disappointment this 
week Those whom you trust may 
deceive you Letters will not bring 
good news for you Avoid bad 

company Your own hunches and 

Intuition may prove wrong Friends 
and relatives must be consulted 
but their advice should not be 
necessarily binding Control your 
temper Good dales: 17 20 and 22 
Lucky numbers: 2 4 and 9 Favour¬ 
able direction: South-east 

^ • PISCES (February 20 

— March 20) To others 
you will remain myster- 
' lous People around 

you will be surprised 
by your actions Good planning will 
surely result In prosperity Some 
people will gain in sp^ s, epecuia- 
tion and gambling The domestic 
scene will remain peaceful A good 
week tor picnics and excursions 
Good dates; 16, 18 and 21 Lucky 
numbms: 1 and 10 Favourable 
diracdon: West. 

M B RAMAN 
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W NEVK KNOW ABOUT \ 
U/OOPSTOCKS 5UIIM PARTieS J 






Happy 

bathday to you! 



Hiiidu.stan 

Sanitaryware 

Soma 

Metal Fittings 

Somany-Pilkington's 
Wdl Tiles 


HindUjI in Situtdiyw ji < n c k 
cxr ting ( olours > kht tdl f iltm j 
wilt inlptnatioiidl prer IS tn As-'urt s 
I f ltdk r ) r r ( sn t 
tlegii tiv stytfi Gudrai ti»it foi years 
Sornany Pilkii qlon Wall Tilt' 
in enchanting designs and cc lour 
Td y to clean 

JH'HINDUSTAN SANHARYWARE ] 

U )[, KINOUSTRirSLIMITlD 


Soma Plumbing 
Fixtures Limited 


i*BDivukNv piiL.KiiMai'raisjB 
LJivimBO 


i Had C t a s 
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Tha book will h»lp 
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which to tnvost hn monoy 
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SYSTEMS 
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Compatpr 
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timo in Indio Bhprpt MohtP hmo 
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tho guottiont thot profootionol 
monogors otk obout computors ond 
thou opplicotion to busmost TMo 
book propofoo tho roodor for o 
diologuo with eomputor ^Aoe\oHtts 
Domy Soft yiii*t0pp 
Am 16 00 
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STUDIES IN 
INDIAN 
FINANCIAL 
SYSTEM 
-V 4 Atodkoni 
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sivo tout book on tho Indion 
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Studios in Indion finoneiol Syotom 
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WE ARE NO 

PROFESSIONAL 

ASTROLOGERS! 

But we seem to sense 
somehow the shape of 
things to come in 

IIT Entrance Exami 

It IS blasphemous to talk of 
a pipe-lme to IIT. Still several 
were the questions in the May 79 
Exam that we had anticipated. 

Our students will vouch for it. 

How did we do it^ This prodigious 
prescience is simply a matter of 
experience. Experience that gives a 
feel of the trends. Experience that 
enables us to tape tin subsonic 
tickmgs in the cerebral recesses 
of the invisible examiners 

NOW. COME ON,DO SOMETHING 
SMART TO HELP YOUR FUTURE! 

TakeBRlLLIANT'S POSTALTUITION 
for IIT ENTRANCE EXAM'80 
BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 

12. Masilamant Mudab St.TNagar, 
Madras-600017 Phone 442099* 


Vital facts about Colds and Flu 


to fight these ailments 


and how 

"Anaein is a big help 
for quick relief from 
the miseries of colds 
and flu” 
says Nurse Natalia D'Souza 



What causes colds and flu? 

Air-borne viruses from inretted peisons 
spread colds and flu. Noimaliv, the 
body resists these vruses But over¬ 
exert ion or under-nounshnient vieak- 
ens the bodv and lowers resistance to 
infection 

Wliat are the symptoms? 

Bodyache, heaviness in the head, 
sneezing and a runny nose Flu is often 
accompanied by shivering, discomfort 
and sweating Cough, sore throat, loss 
of appetite and fatigue may follow 

Can it lead to complications? 

Neglected cases may lead to pneumonia 
and infection of (he upper respiratory 
tract 


How does Anaein help? 

Anacin relieves the misery of colds and 
flu Anacin is strong—it contains more 
of the pain-reliever doctors most 
recommend all over the world. Anacin 
IS trusted by millions It is a com¬ 
bination of medicines like a doctor’s 
trusted prescnptKn So at the first 
signs ot cold or flu take Anacin four 
times a day 

What else should you do? 

• Drink plenty of fluids, boiled water, 
orange or sweet lime juice 

• bat nourishing foods 

* Rest adequately 

* Gargle with antiseptic or salt water 



' Keep rooms properly ventilated 


Strong and trusted 


MANNERS 

^HhC/ld 


India's most popular pain-reliever 
From the Anacin Division of Geoffrey Manners 
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VARET 


chess 


Hldcton rvaourcas 
RIvm (Btaek) to mow* 



Soconko (Wbito) 

PoMan rnttur HWto'a im motm 

READING chess articles In newspapers and 
magazines, it is all too easy to pick up a 
false impression of the game, pai ticutarly at 
master level This Is not due to any con 
scious effort on the part ^ chess writeis to 
dupe their public, but because only j rela 
tively small percentage of games pipyed fall 
into the category of 'publishable' The 
ma|ority of games played in international 
tournaments ate generally considered too 
long, too short or too dull to merit reproduc 
tion but this does not mean that we cannot 
learn anything from them On the contrary, 
some o' the best demonstrations of defen¬ 
sive skill and of endgame techniqce are 
hidden away in these discarded works. 
%oma of which are masterpieces Strangefy 
enough the biggest gaps between loosely 
speaking, masters and club players lie pre¬ 
cisely in these two areas—defensive play 
and endgame technique The limited spec 
trum of games deemed to be publishable 
may well be partially responsible lor these 
shortcomings in tha club player's armoury 
Attar alt how can one hope tn master these 
aspects of the game, when most of the 
games which exhibit them never really 
come to light'’ 

Today’s game is hopefully a step in the 
right direci'on It combines a stunning piece 
of defensive play with an excellently played 
endgame, whirh although quite long is well 
worth replaying 

Whits Sosonko (Holland) Black Rivas 
(Spain) 

Amsterdam 1978 Queen's Gambit 
Accepted 

1. P-Q4, P-<M; 2. P-OB4. PaP; 3. 
N—KB3. M—KBS; 4. f4—B3. This leads to 
very sharp play as Black is able to retain the 
gambit pawn 

4.P-OR3; 8. P—K4, P-QN4; 8. P—KB, 

to-04; 7. P-QR4. P-OB3; B. Pa P. N x N; 
8. PxN, BPxP; 10. N—NSt White has a 
dangerous atthck The immediate threat is 
Q—§3 

10. . . .. P—B3; 11. O—B3, R—R2; 13 
P—Kfl, O—N3, 13. P—OBI Sacrificing a 
piece ter a terrific attack 

13.PaN; 14. O—B7^, K—Q1; 19. 

B a NP (DIAGRAM). Much stronger than 15 
B—K3 Black's position now looks despsr 
ate White threatens not only tha immsdiats 
P—06 followed by R—Q1, but also simply 
B K2, KR—01 artd P—06 as Black 

IS tied hand and toot Faced with immense 


difficulties Rivas finds an amazing resource 

IB.R—0211 IB. P a R, N a P; 17. B-K3 

P—R3: 18. B—K3. a-KB3l IS. QaO, 

KP a Q; Despite being the exchange for a 
pawn down. Black now has all tha chances 
The passed QP will be blockaded, but 
Black's queenside majority is potentially 
very powerful 

20. B—N4. B—N2; 21. 0-0, B—03; 22. 
KR—01, R—K1; 23. B—K8. N—B4; 24. 
B a N. B a B; 25. B—N4, K—S2; 26. B-B3. 
B-Q3; 27. K—B1, K—N3; 28. R—K1, R a R. 
2S. KaR, P-OR4; 30. K—02, P—N5; 31 
PaP, PaP; 32. R—R4, B—R3; 33. B—K4, 
P-S 61 ; 34. K—B2, B—QBS; 38. P-MS. 
K—B4; 36. B—03. White is forced to con¬ 
cede a second pawn The threat was 36 
K—05 followed by . P—N64 

36.BaOP; 37. R—R6, B—K4; 36. 

R—RS *. K—05,39. H a B I. Hoping to draw 
through the presence of bishops of oppo¬ 
site colour Against passive play the pawns 
would quickly prove loo strong 

39.K a R; 40. P—B4, B—03; 41. B-N6, 

K—B5; 42 B—B7i, K—05; 43. B—N3. 
K—K6; 44. P—B5. P—R4; 48 B—B7, P—R9; 
46. PaP, BaP; 47. B—R2. B—03; 46. 
B—N1. K—B5, 49 K—N3, K—N5; BO. 
K—B4, K a P; 51. B—B2, K—N4; 52. K—OB, 
B—B1, 53. K—K4, P—N3, The end Not 
oven an opposite bishop ran slop three 
passed p.-iwns 

54 PaP, P—84 I , 55 K-K5, P—BS, 56. 
K—K6, P—B6; 57 K—B7. B—R3; White 

resigns 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridcje 


THE most exciting deal ol the international 
pairs tournament earlier in the year was the 
following 


[}eater. West N-S vulnerable 
A A O 10 9 4 
V A K S 
6 J 8 7 2 

« 5 


* a 

9 8 6 
6 K O 10 5 
AOJ964? 


N 

W E 
S 


A .1 7 6 5 3 2 
¥974 
♦ 964 

A 3 


A K 

¥ O J 10 3 2 
♦ A3 

A A K 10 9 7 


G<irozzo did not open the West hand but 
entered the fray a' a high level when it was 
clear that his vu'neiable opponents ware 
moving slamwaids In the ertd he forced his 
partner to Seven Diamonds This cost 1700. 
which didn't look good, especially whan 
news came through ol pairs failing in Six 
Hearts, let alone Seven If not warned of the 
distribution South is liable to begin by 
laying down the top clubs or spades, with 
dire result 

However tw i pairs were determined to 
make Benito’s score took better 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Stamp! 

Lien 

Schwartz 

Brack 

- 

No 

1 A 

No 

2¥ 

3A 

4¥ 

No 

ANT 

No 

5¥ 

No 

SA 

No 

7¥ 

No 

No 

No 




At another table North became the 
declarer after this auction 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NORTH 

EAST 

Weichse' 

Sheehan 

Sontag 

Flint 

— 

2NT 

3A 

No 

ANT 

No 

5¥ 

No 

5NT 

No 

6A 

No 

7¥ 

No 

No 

No 


The opening 2NT denoted a weak Three 
bid in one or other minor, artd North's Three 
Clubs was for fake-out, indicating a shoi- 
taM in the suit named 
Ikith deciarers in Seven Hearts brilliantly 
brought home the contract They won the 
diamond (or club) lead, cashed King of 
spades and play^ Queen and another 
heart On the Ace of spades West was 
unable to ruff Then came Queen ol spades, 
spade 10, covered and ruftad, club ruff with 
dummy's third trump, 9 ol spades and now 
the South hand was high 

TERENCE REESE 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who are Jehovah’s Witnesses? 

2. What IS Calends? 

3. Who was Buckingham Palace 
originally built for. and since when 
IS It the official residence of the 
British monarch? 

4 Who were the Junkers? 

5 What is swan-upping'’ 

6. What IS the Brocken-spectre? 

7. Which is the longest film ever 
shown? 

8. What is steel an alloy of? 

9. Which is the longest con¬ 
tinuous run of any play in the 
world? 

10. Which was the fust all-talking 
film, and when was it shown? 


• 
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seq qoiqw lUoutOAOui snoiSijat 
e JO saAiieiuasatdoj saAiesuiaqi 
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\*\m ARNICA HAIR OIL 



FORMULATED BY 
Dr.RBANERJIOFMIHIJAM 



NON-STICKY, PfcRrUMED TO 
TASTE, REGULAR USE KEEPS 
the head cool, PREVENTS 
dandruff and falling of 

HAIR 


P. BANERJl MIHIJAM 

10«1> S P MUKHERJEE ROAD. 
CALCUTTA 2*. PHONE a-3052 


Market ng Agenti 

CAI Cl TTA MARKHriNl. SER\ICE. 
IMV S P tiUKHEAflE ROAD 
CtWucu TOOOM Phoiw 44 1727 

















pri/( r\ 30 for th** entry given first without comment 


yARETYi 

this India 


aty Boaid withdiew the bills following 
inU'rvcntion by the* Samaj leaders — 
Indian Lxpreis (S Nalaraj, Bangalore) 

AMIlAVAll A bid to win a wagei 
landed a college boy in police rustod> 
here The boy dressed in a girl’s gaib 
enteied a local cinema house unideii 
tilled by the cinema staff and women 
vieweis in the hall He thought b< 
had won But his joy was shortlived 
Suddenly to the surpiise ol all, there 
came the police m the hall and pushed 
out the ‘gill” in red saree and marrh 
ed him to the puhre station An 
ollencc has bc'en legisteicd against 
him undei Sections 110 and 117 of the 
Domtwy I’lilice Act The hoy was 
piesiiited befoie the magistrate who 
11 leased him on petsonal bond When 
.isked the iKiy said, he did the advcii 
tun to win the sumptuous wagei of 
Rs 1000 iioin his Iriends - Nagpur 
hme> (Raiiush Bhutad... Yasalnial) 
((KIIIN Some posicts seen in the 
city laiiic'd an inleivsting demand 
Hold the biilH' line Ihc posteis stuck 
on walls and private buses called tor 
a redaction in the bn^ rates in the 
RlO’s otlics Ihc undci the table pay 
iiicnt loi vehicle testing should be 
biought down tioin Its 150 to 50. it 
was demanded Other “uasonable” 
cl-mands wete F’ubliei.se the biilie 
latcs and the names of agents autho 
used tc accept the in, bribes should not 
lie taken lioin tin- same parly moie 
than once a day — 1 he llmdu (K S 
Mahal'ngam Maduiai) 

UMKOI The Akshai I’uiiishottaiii 
Swaminarayaii lemplc ol (aindal 
which urgaiiiscd a comimimty kitchen 
in the tlood lavaged town of Moivi 
piovieled a feast to 3 000 Muslims in i 
elisties, to celehialc ‘Itani/aii Id’, 
aieoidiiig to Mi K ff Khan, Olfieci on 
Special Duly— [h\tan Herald, (Shrt i 
kanth, My-oic) 


-1 

ALL INDIA RADIO rontinues t» ' 
oppose us though it belongs to lu 
— Devi Lai i 

1 HAVE my ideas about TV, radio 
and film 1 want to overhaul their I 
loduct. Wait and see — Puros*' 
ottam Kaushik. 

10 ML a Hindu Kashira does not 
mean a theocratic State . Only 
a Hindu Rashtra can guarantee 
the' safety of the Muslims —> 
Balraj Madhok 

VS HAT HAPPLNS if the President 
nominates his son as the Prime 
Ministei and makes it a family 
affair and hts action cannot w 
i|uestione>d’ — Chandrashekhar 
AT liMPTIFN meetings with 
us m the Planning Commission, 
Mi Bhanu Pratap Singh (Union 
Minisiet foi Ruial Reconstruction) 
ropc'atedly told us that wherever 
he went middle and laige farmers 
had complained to hinr that the 
food tor woik preigiamme had on 
the* one hand depressed the prices 
of wheat iiev and other cereab 
and on the olhei hand pushed up 
wages III the countiyside — Dr 
K.i) Krishna quoted in I he Econo 
mu I imc's 

MR (.ODUNOV had be'en lured 
by mountains oi gold and a sea of 
whisk) — Literatwnaya Cozeta's 
euiinnent uii the Russian Bolshoi 
ballet defpcloi 

I WON’ r kiss even a four year-old 
in a coninierrial film but 1 can do 
anything foi an art film—Bombay 
him aettess Rameshwari 


humour m rcdl life 




,»/AMGARH Stalk naked peasant 
wuriien ploughed their fie Ids during the 
iiighi to piopitiate the lain god in 
Phnolpui, bagn and Lalganj aiias 
which ail in the giip ol spyeie diouglit 
Accoiding to I populai bclel the tain 
gexl can In. made to relent if naked 
women ploughed the helds dining 
night M.iss piav i-> and yagiias an 
also being lu id m the iiiial ana' toi 
early enel oi Hu iiuuith long diy s|iell 
Not thorn India I’atrika (Aiok Meh 
roll a \IIahabad) 

MYSORl A motile I 111 law iisieling 
in Ashokapurani hole bit her son in 
law in a quaiiel over whelhei her 
daughtoi should pciform the (,i)wii 
pooja III hei own house oi m he, 
husband’s housi On the complaint of 
the son in law that he was bitten on 
tbc' shoulder a case has be'en legisier 
c'd against the mothei m law and on a 
complaint of the mother in law stating 
that the son in law had trespassed into 
the house a e asi- has been taken up 
against the son in law —Indian Lriiress 
(Sniatha Mam,in Bangaloie) 
lABALPUR People ot a village in 
Uurg Distiict lecenllv lee-eived 
monthly bills foi ilc'ctnutv consump 
lion even befoie elecliinly could leaih 
their village Bharat Knshak Saniaj 
Chairman, Shantilal Shah, told news 
men that the Madhya Piadesh Ilectn 


India abroad _ 

LONDON An Indian domestic s< r\ ant 
hit the headlines m the local Pi ess 
with his allegations ol “slave labour’ 
against his eniployei a elipimnatie 
officer in the Indian High (oiiiinissions 
The story ot his “misery” was biought 
to the notice ot the High Commission 
by a neiglibuui ol the official, Mr 
Iiank Payton a letiied shopkeeper 
The allegations are being looked into 
by the acting High Commissionei Hi 
1. P Singh Ihe servant, Piakasti 
Sukhdev 30 ha,s claimed that he has to 
work 19 hours a day, seven days a 
week at throe pounds a we*pk, and his 
bed consists of old newspapeis and a 
blanket on a gauge floor His rm 
ployer, Mi Jnwahailal of the Indian 
High Commission has denied the alle 
gallon as nonsense' and said there' is 
not enough woik for Sukhdev and “he 
I is idle ” It was not true that the ser 


vaiit slept in the garage as he had 
sepaiale loom with a bi'Q Two even 
mg newspapers i lined a photoguph 
on August 23 showiiu' Sukhdev’s 
‘ homr*” in Hu gauge attachiil to Mr 
Lai' three beeli lum house in a I oiidon 
suburb Ml I’uton who had eeiiitailed 
the Indi in ( iiiimnnilv Association 
iiftci liaiiiini ol Sukhdev s woiking 
conditions s.ud lie is an .iK'iilute 
slave A few diys jgo he showenl me 
the gaugi vviun thi Lais were out 
tt w IS ab^lllIlt( Iv eli,gus|ing A 
'pokesiiian f, i the' Indian High Com 
nii.sion d( ii'lxd the lepoit as a 
‘distoiiion ind aid se nioi nlheials 
had talked t« Sukhdev and he was not 
lorroboutmg the alh g itions Ihi 
sp iki sn< m laid Hu iipoii oiilv uiiiKi 
sioied the tonde iicv ol the Uri'ish 
media to prisent India m a b.id light 
- Detran Hetiilil 



INSCRIBll) on the entrance ot a 
mateimty watd iii Baiigiloie No 
childicn alii I f pm ( Mano 
haran Oeitar iniund 

RHIMI Y a 1 1 lend remarked 
‘With so much hoisi'tradmg going 
On in Delhi, the people of India 
ear' estieei a stable Government 
soon — M Sniainan Madras 

I 


lllusiraiions/AI D*i j 11a i 


rifi7ir rft fO for t> I ( Dtry ^ivun fir t 
find IS 10 forth* Mhcritia 









WHETHLIl hi- ionti‘st«. oi not 
■will di'ppnd on the courts giviOK 
him the pi-i mission but Mi San 
Jdv Gandhi Is di-tei mined to jive 
ConRiess (I) tickets to all those 
Youth CoiiRiess activists who 
stood bv him duiiiit! the Janata 
rule Howevi i a sei-tion in the 
Paitv whith does not want to 


BULLS JO THE FORJ^ 

INUUSlKIALlblS biK and small, 
are ialhut; ovei each othei to 
curry favour with Mis Oaudhi and 
hei Party now that the elections 
aie lound the coiiiei 7 he biKKcr 
the mdustiialist oi businessman 
the inoie eajsei he is to mend fen 
c<‘s and build biidKis of under- 
slanclinK with Mis Gandhi and 
Saiiiav Gandlii Mis tiandhi on 
hei pait iiiiiiht pose as the un 
crowned ihainpinn ot the downtio- 
dden in this lountiv and iiuKht 
even mouth anti biK business slo- 
Kans but knows that businessmen 
aie hti In-d liicnds Did she not 
tell a Ratheiiiik of Dombav busi¬ 
nessmen and mdusti lalists m that 
Kreat temple oi the wealthy and 
the iich the Taj Mahal Hotel, 
that she was not against business 
OI industrv Ik- it in the private 
sectoi or thi joint sector ' This 
was imisic to the eats ot the opu¬ 
lent gatheiint: 

Ml K K Hula who during the 
Eniergintv was the conduit bet- 


identify itself too iniiih with him 
wants the Party to kei p these 
Youth Congre‘s men away fiom 
the electioneering sci ne Sanjav 
insists that his Youth ( oiigiiss ac 
tivists must b«>,riwaided foi then 
loyalty Others counter this by 
inaiiitainini’ that ,ill Smiaywallas 
in f ongiiss(I)aic his paid minions 


ween big iiioney and the lady, is 
now balk in business in a big way 
lor him happy drvs an- heii 
again His papet, I he tUnduibun 
lirneit caiiu-d a pagi on repoit 
soon aftei the dissolution of the 
I ok Sabhd which ipioted a “Cal¬ 
cutta businessman” as saying 
that only Mrs Gandhi lould pro 
vide a stable and cfliiiint Govcin- 
ment and indiistiy was lully be¬ 
hind hei 1 hough thi iipoit did 
not name the mduslnalisl was it 
not Ml Bn 1.1 himself ' Pi a -why 
would he not identify hin elf ! 
Well, f haran Singh is stik. there 
as caietakei Piimc Miiiistei and 
discretion has always bi-t-n the 
better part of valour ioi Indian 
business 


CHANGE OF GUARD 


I Ml llatduitan limes has done 
more to please Mis (landln and 
Sanjav Gandhi riii paper’s gene¬ 
ral manager Mr bantosh Nath 
has been unceremoniously jiacked 
off Who has come in his place ’ 


Who else but San jay (.andhi’s 
friend Mr S. L Khuiana, the retir¬ 
ed IAS officer Mi Khuiana, who 
o is a known tiieiid at 12, Willing 
2 don Crescent was brought to the 
i. Centre from Rajasthan by Mi 
z Sanjav Gandhi a day belore the 
• Emergency wa-' ilamped down on 
S June 2G ISTS And Mi Kliurana 
5 fulfilled the task entrusted to him 
„ in right earnest when he iinple 
s mented the rmeigencv from the 
key positron of secietaiy in the 
Ministry of Home Affairs He will 
now implement Saiiiay Gandhi’s 
mandate lo him fiom his pivotal 
position as I \ctutive diiector in 
lh( Ihnduilan /unis I hi salary 
is no problem Khuiana will earn 
more than thiee times the highest 
sal try diawn by him as a civil 
servant 


TO NO PURPOSE I 

ON the ai It I noon of August 18 
the Union Moini Mimstiy was ms I 

ti ut ti tl by a st-nioi ofhi lai m tbc , 

Pi inn Ministii s siiiitaiiat to ' 

pit pan- a cast by Hit < vt mng foi i 
the It lease ol the siiiall pitce of 
land which is now occujued by the 
kiitwah point si.ition in Chandni 
riiowk to the Sisgani giiidwara 
Thi PM s ofhtt wantttl the Home 
Minisliv to St nd the file ovei bt> 
foie 5 o’clink foi lalti that even¬ 
ing '•onit Akah liadtis weie meet 
ing the Piinit Minister and the 
vital issue ut Akahs’ support to 
the (>uvi 1 iiinent lunged on the 
grant of that small jiitce of land 

10 the gurdwaia Although a poll 
ce station is houst-d in the small 
building next lo the Sisgtmj guid- 
wara the transfer of the land is 
not Hu- domain of the IIume'Mini 
stiy but of Woiks and Housing 
Tht Home Ministiy did not send 
the file but viry politely told the 
PM's uflitf- that it should get in 
touch with the Works and Hous¬ 
ing Ministry The junioimosl PA 
In the personal stall of Mi Singh 
was h-ss tfian polite to the senior 
Home Ministry officials but then 
the PA’s iMsienie depended on 
the suivival of the C.haian Minis¬ 
try Incidintally the Akalis* de¬ 
mand lor the release of the kotwa- 

11 police station land was examin¬ 
ed by the Ministry when Mr 
Singh was the Hume Minister in 
the Desai Cioveinincnt Mi C haran 
Singh had turned down the de¬ 
mand for he believed that it would 
create iinexjiected law and order 
problems The Akahs’ support, in 
any case, was nut iccjuired for 
eventually Mrs Gandhi settled the 
issue for the Charan Government. 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 




In Hoedist every year is the 
year of the Child 



In 1990 these youngsters will be productive citizens of India They will live in 
an environment based on the results of today's fundamental and applied 
research Including that of the Hoechst Group, world-wide 

Nearly 4500 scientists and technologists are working ceaselessly in Hoechst 
Research and Development Laboratories in Germany and in other countries of 
the world to produce more effective medicines, sera and vaccines and new 
diagnostic and therapeutic techniques To invent better methods and make 
better products to help farmers increase their yields 

At the Hoechst Centre for Basic Research and Quality Control Laboratories of Hoechst 
Pharmaceuticals in Bombay skilled and experienced scientists and technicians are 
researching for new and better products and newer applications Hoechst has already spent 
over Rs 8 5 crores on Research and Development in the country and continues to 

spend Rs 1 2 crores annually 


Hoechst scientists are shaking hands with the future, helping to 
shape tomorrow's world. Your children's world. Your world too. 



Hoechst 
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ghdr^ enAiepieneuis 

in Cokxnbois FTZ something to ceidxate. 



India'* largMK banli announe** th* opaning 
of a Foraign Curraney Sanking Unit In Colombo. 


Bank t Colombo international banking ser- Zone units and certain approved by the Grrater 

FCBU la ita fifth offshore vices of the highest range or approved category of re Colombo Economic 

operation~after Nassau in BOTH your choice must be stdents The Unit will also Commission 

^ Bahamas Bahrain State Bank State Bank has offer a comprehensive range Remember our address 

Smgipora and Cayman had an operating pretanca in of intarnational banking Stata Bank of India, 

lawnda-^mapping tha Sri Lanka for over e century services aueh as astistance 16 Sir Baron Jayatilaka 

different tima zones and now-since July 1864 for joint ventures export/ Mawatha, PO Box No 93 

spanning the intarrtational The functions of State import finance, comprehen- Fort. Colombo'1, Sri Lanka 
(honey rrtarkets Bank a new unit will consist sive guidance and services Cable Thistle Colombo 

Whether you are looking of accepting time and for turnkey projects. Telex 1286 Thistle, 

for opportunities in the demand depoalta end ex It will also offer Colombo 

ineemive-packed Colombo tending loans and advances finance for projects Telephone 26133*35 

Free Trade Zone (FTZ) or for to non-retidents Free Trade 
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modella 


CREATES A PERFECT BLEND 
of elegance and comfort 


When it comes to your suitings, it’s the 
blend of worsted wool and ‘Terene* 
that really matters 

In a mans world of fashions, 
where trends are fast changing 
from conventional to casual, 
modella keeps pace,with <i 
selection of shadi^ designs and 
softer finishes 




The wedcUn^if t ttpt shpws^addy cares 
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Chandan 

wardrobe 

K’sasbigas 
Daddyis heart 


Visit your Cliandan dealer 
to see the biq-vatue 
Chandan Wardrobes — 
Homaker, Tvinlok, 
Universal. Unihom, 
Unistar, Selecta. Bantam, 
etc. Available in over 
a dozen combination of 
accessories including 
lockers, drawers, shelves, 
mirror, hanging rod, 
tie bar, etc. Choice of 
4 colours. 
















CHANDAN METAL PRODUCTS 
PRIVATE LIMITED 
Gorwa Road, Vadodara 390 016, Gujarat, 

a lot for your judgement 


DKAI.ERS AT ALL IMPOBTANT CENTRES. DEALERSHIP ENQUIRIES WELCOME. uverest/78/CMP/41 / 







































?bf> Poslthnsl 
Not Just Success/ 

Here is what IAS Toppers say 



Thib IS 

to acknowledqt* 
the I elp I have 
dPMveo from 
your maqa/me 
in the course 
of my picpardtioii 
for I A S 

credit for this 
success of mine 
qoes to Competition 
Success Review 
Hrusikesh Panda 
I A S TOPPER 
1978 



Extremely 
thankful to 
your maqazine 
for my qeltinq 
into I A S 
this year I 
being a regular 
reader of 
Competition 
Success Review, 
found It very 
useful 

Syamal Kumar Sarkar 

n POSITION 
IN I.A S 1978 


To Win Top Positions In All Competitive 
Examinations, Read This Month And Every Month 


competition 



review 



.DISCOUNT COUPON. 


A/OW SELLING OVER 1.00,000 
COPIES EVERY MONTH. 

On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF Rs.26 

on 1 year subscription (Free Books worth Rs 18 
plus discount of Rs 8 on annual subscription) 


2 Please enrol me as subscriber fo* 
I Competition Success Review at a 

■ concessional rate of Rs 28 
I instead of regular news stand rate 
! of'Rs 36 I have sent Rs 28 

I by M 0 No_Date_ 

I to Competition Review Pvt Ltd 

■ 604,Prabhat Kiran.Raiendra Place 



BOOKS WORTH Rs.18 

to the subscribers of COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW — 
DIARY 1979-80-Rs 12, General Knowledge Today-Rs 6 


I New Delhi 110008 

■ name__ 

■ ADDRESS___ 

I 

I ~ 

I Kindly add Rs 2 for despatch of 
I Free Books by Recorded Delivery 

I - 

■,, |Valid Until NOV 7 IWI>| 


Available at all leading news stalls or from 

COMPETITION REVIEW PVT. LTD. 

604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Place, New Delhi-11 O 008 Ph 582898 
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Both fabrics were stamped 
“ ° polyester. 



The Terene'Trademark 
made 

the difference! 

These days market is flooded with Only mills fabrics which have passed 
inferior blends of polyester fabrics all CAFl's strictest inspection tests for 
stamped to confuse you These fabrics crease recovery and shrinkage can carry 
do not live up to the promise of polyester the Terene' trademark Terene fabrics 
Alter a lew washes the^ crease, they 'have ttie correct blend—the right poly- 
shrink they look shabby — because of ester content That's why they stay smart, 
insufficient polyester content. look as good as new, wash after wash 


Don't take chunces Be 1007o sure you're buying correctly blended polyester. 
Pick the fsbric with the 'Terene' trademark it gives you value for your 
money. ^ 


ERENE 


means the correct blend-everytime! 


o 







Your dreams will come true 
in a variety of ways at different 
times... If you act now. 


OUR SPECIAL SCHEME 


All your dreams have orte 
common factor—a better 
tomorrow, a better life for you 
and your family, more importantly 
for the little ones. 

You would love your children to 
be healthy, highly educated, fully 
equipped to face the challenges 
of life You'd like to give them 
what you missed when you were 
young For this, you need money 
A lot of it 

Act now, today, for a better 
tomorrow. Start saving with 
Syndicate Bank in a systematic, 


planned manner We have several 
schemes to help you meet your 
needs 

Call at the nearest branch of 
S/ndicate Banl< We are waiting 
fcr you Rest assured we will 
take care of your money 
problems now or in the near 
and distant future 


CHILDREN'S WELFARE 
SECURITY CERTIFICATE 

Available in danomination of 
Rt 100 or Its multiples. 

For example: 

A certificate of Rs. 1000 
matures to 

Rs 1273 50 after 39 months 
Rs 1596 00 after 63 months 


f ) SYNDICATE BANK I 

Where your children's welfare is our concern g 





Murphy 5503. The all-new 3-band 
radio cassette recorder with 
crystal clarity. The Murphy 5503 is 
encased in a tough pla^c cabinet. 
It costs about the same as any other 
2-in-1, but with Murphy sound. 

It can switch off automatically. 

A sleep switch that .switches off 
in the amount of time it is adju-sled 


for S(j you can fall a.sleep 
li.steiimg to your radio You don’t 
have to'stay awake to switch it off. 

It can record off the radio or a 
Uve performance. 

There aie facilities for internal and 
external recording The built-in 


microphone can be conveniently 
used for voice and sound 
recordings. The microphone is 
sensitive enough to pick up sound 
even from a distance of 10 metres 
There's a plug for an external 
microphone that can be used to 
reinforce the strength of the 
recording. 


MIC. 


It can tape a telephone 
conv<uuation. 

You can record a whole telephone 
conversation by using a pick-up coil! 


Finally, the 5503 can also be 
used with an external 
loudspeaker. 

Listen to the 5503 through it.s 
built-in loudspeaker or through an 
external loudspeaker; the choice 
is yours. 

Tlie best buy at the price. On mains 
or batteries, you'll thrill to the 
richness, tone, textnre of its truly 
professional sound. 


murpny^ 

You'll love the Sound. 
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Thegreop^ 

neuft-in^ 

Murphy 5503 
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Ihe Agfa Isoly II takes peiiect 
snapshots m dun soft light 
Open the aperture wide to 
f/5 6 to get u much bght as 
possible to the film Set the 
shutter at 1/30 second slow 
enough to allow correct 
image registration Shoot 
from a distance of I 83 m 
with the Isoly firmly on a 
tnpod Use riow film for 
greater sharpness—12S ASA 
The result^ A perfect picture 
in low bght 


The Agfa Isoly II is a great 
all round camera You simply 
adjust settmgs distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene 
forever capnue every 
detsil near or distant of a 
landscape or get close 
enough to snap a leopard 
snarlmg! 

The Agfa Isoly n is built to 
German specifications and 
undergoes over ] 00 exachng 
tests 


See this fine c amera today at 
your friendly Agfa dealer 


AGFA GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 

R di cl I ■> Bon t ly • New Di II 
C il jtr I • Mddra 

^Regiatcrcnl TtKkrnir^ o1 Agfd (jf 4 irrt 
Antwerp 1 1 vffku rn Mi jf lO i ut 
P) o) >grii>^ i( ProfliK ts 


<0»ISOIY- 


lOf pfOf<//iOAOl ftt/Ull/. 
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This may be The Year of The Child. 
But what of the future years? 



In 1990 this youngster will be a productive citizen of India She will live in 
an environment based on the results of today's fundamental and applied 
research Including that of the Hoechst Group, world-wide 


Nearly 4500 scientists and technologists are working ceaselessly in Hoechst 
Research and Development Laboratories m Germany and in other countries of 
the world to produce more effective medicines, sera and vaccines and new 
diagnostic and therapeutic techniques To invent better methods and make 
better products to help farmers increase their yields 

At the Hoechst Centre for Basic Research and Quality Control Laboratories of Hoechst 
Pharmaceuticals in Bombay skilled and experienced scientists and technicians are 
researching for new and better products and newer applications Hoechst has already spent 
over Rs 8 5 crores on Research and Development in the country and continues to 

spend Rs 1 2 crores annually 


Hoechst scientists are shaking hands with the future, helping to 
shape tomorrow's world. Your children's world. Your world too. 



Hoechst 



The Best of Fontana Armada Books 


PPREIMNIAL BEST SELLERS 


MORRIS WFST 



Proieus 

Rs 

IbOO 

The Amliaissddor 

Rs 

14 72 

The Big Story 

Rs 

13 80 

Odughtei of Silence 

Rs 

13 60 

The Devif k Advoi ate 

Rs 

14 72 

Shoes of the Fishcrmin 

Rs 

1b 64 

ALISTAIR MACLEAN 



Force 10 horn Navaions 

Rs 

14 72 

Broakheart Pass 

Rs 

14 72 

Caravan to Vaccares 

Rs 

14 72 

Golden Hor^e/vous 

Rs 

14 72 

Ice Station 7pbra 

Rs 

IS 64 

AGATHA CHRlSTIf 



Murder on tht Orient 



iKpress 

Rs 

13 BO 

The Adventurt uf 



ChriBtmas Puddimi 

Rs 

1 180 

After The Funei it 

Rs 

1 i 80 

The Mirtoi Clark 0 lion) 



Side U Side 

R 

1 1 80 

Ponot s Early Cists 

Rs 

14 72 




.-— CURRENT BEST SELLERS 


■ -WV 



AUXANDER SOLZHENI1SYN 
Tha Firit Cacla 
Tha Gulag Arclwpalago 
Vol I 

Tha Gulag Archipalago 
Vol II 

Tha Gulag Archipelago 
Vol III 

HERMAN WOUK 
Auroia Oawn 
Tha Caine Mutiny 
Don t Stop tha Carnival 
Marjorie Moiningtlai 
Tha Winds of Wat 
THE OEVELOPINO CHILD SERKS 
AlOEN MACFARLANE 
The Psychology of 
Childbirth 

RUDOLPH SCAFFLR 
Mothering 

FREDERICK UBOYER 
Birth Without Violence 


Rs 

38 

88 

Rs 

23 

00 

Rs 

18 

40 

Rs 

32 

00 

Rs 

9 

20 

Rs 

27 

60 

Rs 

21 

00 

Rs 

27 

60 

Ri 

38 

88 


Rs 23 00 


Rs 23 00 


Rs 3b Hb 


llil 
nil U I 



CHILDREN BEST SELLERS 





-l?«pyr 


isS'***’/ 



rRANKL»N At DIXON 





Ihe Cr s*r rrss Sripdow 

Rs 

11 04 




Ihi Mysury of the Arlet 



fcNID BLYTON 



Warrior 

Rs 

11 04 

Tht Seirnt Mount i i 

Rs 

q JO 

Tht Arm Patrol Myslt ry 

Rs 

11 J4 

The Seifi I iif Moot 



The Mystery of the 



r astir 

Rs 

9 20 

White Tatio 

Rs 

11 04 

The Sec u i Island 

Rs 

9 20 

^he Mystery of the 



The Secret jt Spiggy 



Desert Gia 1 

Rs 

n 04 

Holes 

Rs 

9 20 

WhiU th* Clock Ticked 

Rs 

1* 04 

Tht RuhaduU Mystery 

Rs 

S 20 

The Waning Siren 



Tht Rillohy Fait Mystery 

Rs 

11 04 

Mystery 

Rs 

11 04 

The Roc ktngdown 



The Sign of the Crooked 



Mystery 

Rs 

11 04 

Arrow 

Rs 

04 

The Ring 0 Bells Mystery Rs 

9 20 

The Clue in the Embers 

Hs 

11 04 


ALFRE-D HITCHCOCK 

Th<* Mystoty of tho 
Moaninn C dv« 

The My&tary of the 
Vanishing Treawie 
the Mysiery of »hf» 
SrrHdiiung Clot k 
The Mystery of the 
Talking Skull 
The My&teiy of the 
Laughing Shadow 


CARLOYN Kf ENL 
The Invistbto Intrudet 
The Secret of Shadow 
R$ 9 20 Ranch 

The Mystery of *he 
R» 11 04 99 Steps 

The Club in the 

Rs 11 04 Crossword Cipher 

The Clue in the Old Stage 
Rs 11 04 Coach 

The Clue in the Broken 
Rs 11 04 Locket 


Rs 

11 

04 

Rs 

11 

04 

Rs 

11 

04 

R< 

11 

04 

Ra 

11 

04 

Rs 

11 

04 


Fontene Books sre svsilsbie st sll good bookshops 

INtpoft^ni The abov« BBSUeHing ««ltct*on will be on spBCial StiiHav ai 
iho foil jw ng bookshops botwoon igih SopiambBr and 14in OctolMii 79 


AHMSOABAO Kitab kBOdra Pochot 
Sook* Contro Sastu Kitab Ghar 
SANOAi oRl The sangaioit Tieci 4 
Book Society Ganearam « Book Sufoeu 
Higg nboihams i Id ft BasantACo 
baRODA fast a Watt Book House 
BHUeANLSHWAR Modern Bopk Depot 
ROMBAT He isellei ( aukeway Buuk 
III E II Da 1 1 H k f up f ii« gn Bouk 
> 1 » e frn« e ok Lsntie Fve Books 
L smes and Haroid» Moilern Book Stall 
Nalandn He ok A Recoid Shop New 
TustilkA HeadaiA r eiad %• H t se Book 
H v«e SifeiTdRr>|i laM TherksiA 

< n Ltd 

(ALCUT1A kantlyHcjkSI p ) nak 
khannat Modnm Book Oat. t 
IHANDICAHH firtyBo It I * 

Var etv h ok it 

f <t( HIN Pe A c t Hiai ches v < el cut 
and It vaiidi im 

UIHRALUIN Cmq hB) kDoiot 

Na r HTi News Auenev Naii t| f obi there 

( AliHAIi Weiiain 0 ikUepit 

< OA B I k Fail Jeevani vareha Book 
tall 

MVUkNABAt AS H j ea n S f t 
lAMSHtOEUH Sa vhM Ihnt 
k HNAL Nvadi Ra ej>t 
I i CkNf W f ve s« h keel • 

Un v«> a b k t n t g ( L 
MAL MA I H k Sr I 


Htggiiibuihantt ltd Kennedy Book 
House Pe S L unipany 
NAtyPtlH IkieWestetnb ok I e| 
laPC K Negpuf Book ht p 
NFWDilHi IhtBookShnp Ompci 
K aiech Stai onary Mar 'ThIir n 
PUONA IngiyhH ckDiin Mannoyt 
Popular Bor k Shof Dikn sh K ik 
leiv tes A I brary 
&IC.UNUIRAHAD J < P nt At 
SHILlONt Rama Ma ( it 
SfMtA Bai hk SjOk M nerwt B i Hot xf 
IRK HliR M na va B'^nk tail 
VARANASI Un vet al H i k o iipany 
MARKfTSO BV 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
OF INDIA LIMITED 

• MstLantils Houm Magaitna Streat 
Raay Road (Eait) Bombay 400010 

• 294 Bapin Bahari Ganguly Strevi 
Calcutla 700 012 

• 21 Palullo Road Madras 600 002 
« 2 10 Anaari Road Daryaganj 

Naw Delhi 110 002 

Alao at BANGALORE HYDERABAD 

LUCKNOW AND 1RIVANDKIJM 


* Pricaa sub|oei to ehaitge without prior notiea 
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Minna De Souza of Chiron Beauty 
Parlour, Centaur Hotel, Bombay says. 


'No more wondering which 
shampoo to use for 
different hair types! 

Gleem has just the variety 
for each customer's hair/ 


Each Gleem variety complements your 
kind of hair with its special ingredients, 
rich lather, lingering French perfume 
and long lasting economy 


Gleem 

Gleem 

Gleem 

Regular 

Egg 

Tonic 

Makes 

Nourishes 

Cleans 

normal 

lifeless hair 

problem hair 

healthy hair 

to give It 

loose scales 

silky clean 

luxuriant body 

Itchy scalp 

manageable 

and health 
with pure egg 
protein 





Stop bad IneatlL.. 
f^t tooth decay with 
Co^ate Dental Cream 


Hnisl VC iir teetti w th 
1 11(1 itf (tter every nieal 
It protects you )ust the 
w ly det lists recommend 
ill ovir tt)e world 

Bdcteri 1 grow in food 
p jrt Lies left between your 
teeth These c m cause 
b Id idpur and later— 

>1 nful decay 

Sl a ways brush the 
wOlgate way right after 
eat ng It s proven n ost 
efftctivt t ■> freshen your 
b eath wh ten your teeth 
1 ad • ght oecay 


How Colgate's trusted 
formula works 


lUQQQ, 





Odour and decay 
I caus nq b icter ? 
g ow 1 fo} I 
uart ties trar ped 
between ycur 
teeth 

Colgate & i q je 
act v« toam 
f# achfs dee 
rem v» tier 
food tart c 66 
end bactei a 

The result 
attrat t vf wn te 
teeth fresh 
braath conf lertre 
protection aqatnst 
decay 


For cleaner, f reahar braath 
and whiter teeth more people 
buy Colgate than 
any other toothpaste 
in the world I 


Only a dentist can give you 

letter dental care. 



CotQM* Tngapd ToMhtmighM 
1ftw QuaeTiooet •amim 
euwd apainat dgnui ptgqup aea 
guard gum* B vaiwM» to lun 
•vafv n we rt your family 



'V.I.R'Caiiv-ons. 

They carry on.lleganlless! 


Two for three! 

For 3 day trips (easily extended 
to 41) two exritmg options 
Both 53 cms (21 ) Spacious—so 
you don t carry rumpled collars and 
frayed tempers along on your trip' 
Both with d divider and straps 
Junior, from the 'VIP' Classic 
range richly lined and finished 
Price Rs 340 T-500,from the 
'VIP' Travelite lange- great for 
weight watchers Price Rs 265 




























Saving... 

not 

peculiar 

toman 

alone. 

Butman <iL;iN 
perf^ted 
it. 


And 

Andhra Bank 
has further 
refined it. 


wfii', 


9ti*nti9l$ mott 

•mi vt »ll Oti9nt» 

/otfM/ j/y av*f I utMf, 

4/nr« ontf ttf 

Mur (ommon m indt§ ii 

fA* Uiotin^ (•/M'tfA 

rArM tlriipvt <»f» *f( A4 kI 



Nourishment In 
ei/er/ drop 


Thttre ar«i many examtflas 
nf savers in nature The 
squirrel for insiaiico < aves 
and stores food for 1h«* 
needy diy 

Man with hi& superior 
rnteihqence has i xtendert 
the range of saving 
Saving quite a few 
essentials 
And rtioney most 
important of all 
Helping him save n oney 


for alt his needs is 
Andhra Bank Ihrough 
a ranuu of schemes 
t iilor made to suit 
everyone in the family 

Our Sr iiemes 

• Kafpetharuvu • Bhagyalakshmi 

• Kiddy Bank • Samraksha 

• Samk •heina * Janasahaya 

• Gruhakahie • Karsh rkasshaya 

• Social bacurity Scheme 

fur Women • Cash Certificate 


Andhra Bunk 

tho bank responsive to |.PoptAs needs 


The 

(@p Andhra 
~ BankLtd. 

Reqri ft Central Office 
Sultan B i/ar Hyderabad SOClOOl 

CliJirnirn O uWAMlNAlHA Hf-Dt>Y 


•i 






I or lmtrou\ growth of m\ luio 
I use Ki'o-Kaipin iM'/t ilai (u/tr/v 
perfumeJ iu>n-\tuk\ Keo-horpin i'> so 
lit'lit \et so nounshoiK ' ^ 

KtO'Kanrhi 

Haw Oil ^ 


A Product ot 






Medic.it 
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Hodlcks 



The nourishmeiit tihat builds resistance, 
safeguards health day after day. 


Horlicks taken regularly 
gives your Tarnily the 
nourishment that builds up 
th“ir lesistanre and keeps 
them full of health Health that 
means sui cess and liafjpiness 
Healtli that keeps you fit an J 
active and builds security 
Horlicks It sthe only one 
that doctors all over the worid 
recommend The only one that 
gives so much nourisfiment 
because its rich, pure 
ingredients are combined by 


the unique Harlicks process 
which retains their natural 
goodness and makes them 
easy to diqe->t 

That s why Sut hitra has 
made Horltt ks a part of her 
family s life She knows that 
Horlicks giues them health 
protection 

Like Suchitra, give your 
family Horlicks every day and 
watch them grow in health and 
strength through all the years 
ahead 


HORLICKS 
The Great Nourlsher. 

Horlicks IS a Registered Trade Mark 



















Happy 

bathdaytoyou! 



Hindustan 

Sanitaryware 

Soma 

Metal Fittings 

Somany-Piikington's 
WaU Tiles 

Hindu'-tan S imidiywdre come in 
r xc ting ole ur Soma Metal hitting'- 
w tt nterndt oiihI pree oion Assures 
no le tk no dr p SLr\ c e 
tieqsr tly styled Guarantied for b years 
Sominy Pilkinqtcri WdlHiles 
r enchanting designs and colour 
Ea^y tj clean 


nr KT HINDUSTAN SANITARYWARE 

JJJ J]i aINDUSTRItS IIMITtO 

Me ^ ^ y 


Soma Plumbing 
Fixtures Uimlteci 




iOMANv ^ik^siiMoiTaisne 
uiymo 


JUST MONET WILL GET HIM 
A FEW GOOD MEALS 



but involvement 
will change his life 


As the fifth largest bank in 
the country, Canara Bank has 
shouldered its responsibility 
to the environment it grows 
in We are involved in towns 
in villages m helping people 
to find a foothold in life In 
uplifting the standard of 
living In fighting unemploy¬ 
ment With loans of money — 
yes But also the prepayable 
loan of involvement in 
teaching a skill suggesting a 
trade locating an opportunity 
improving lives You cannot 
do It by money alone 

Through its widespread 
network of over 1180 branches 
Canara Bank is sowing effort 
where it counts 





CANARA BANK 
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Freshness you can feel 
Proof you can see 

# Sprinkle charcoal powder on water 
Pour a drop of Binaca Top solution 
in the centre See how fast 
Binaca Top spreads in all directions, 
clears the dirt and leaves a pure, 
clear surface behind 
This IS exactly how Binaca 
Top s special dispersing agent 
spreads to every corner of your 
mouth - clears out tooth decaying 
bacteria and prevents bad breath 



'1 


BINACA TOP 





When you think of 

SECURITY 

of valuables 
at your home 


Remember 

Safe- 

Deposit 

Almirah 




^Guaranteed 

for 

5 

I years 






High-j>rotein health 
Bodybuilding goodness 
Vital nutrition 

A taste your family will love... 

Try 

^ealmaker 

today! 


Pep up your health! 

Mlaim.kcr is rich in so ia ptotein th« hist anil 
most rfihcirnt sourii* oi vigitahli piotiin 
<t hlU thi vital piiitrin gap in a normal liuliaii iliit 

2S0 RUM of Mealonker coniaina as much protein 
as 3.9 litres of miili or I kg of mutton or Z4 eggs. 

Only Mtalmakcr can givi you such nirtritiun 
Mith suih economy' 

And low in fat. Mralmakrr has practiially no fats 
cholesterol or saccharides, sshich maLis it the idial 
. tood lor the wholt family 

- 



It’s completely vegetarian! 

Mialmakii is loo*^ sigitanan Whin atlilid 'o any 
dish hi I aiisi it is high in proltin, it makes tsiry 
Mtalmakcr dish a highly iiutiitivi one 

Great for meat-eaters too! 

1 hough vigitinan Mtalmiktr hit nils pcrhctly 
isith nil at I Mind iid at dishi s vs ith Mialmakii 
scrvi It isiiy flay and stay within your liudgct 

...and tasty, tasty, tasty! 

\nui family will lost thi taste of Mialmakii 
Hi markahly virsatile, Mealmaki r ahsni bs thi spit y 
flavour of any dish Mealmaki r makis a diliiious 
vaiirty of vegetarian and non vegetal lan liishis 
anil swttts, too look fui the reeipi liaMit in 
1 vt ry pae k 



Meahnaker 

for great-tasting nourishment. 


maa vi 4 l 
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Look .touch and feel Carnaby. 
Comfort and style as only 
a great fabric can give 



Ask to sec the hand-picked 
Carnaby range. 

Run your palm across the 
smooth luxurious fabric. 

Imagine it take shape in the . 
hands of a first-class 
professional outfitter. ^ 

“ / * 


Binny’s Carnaby Collection. 
Make it yours. 

For style and wearing comfort, 
as only Binny can blend. 







Exdmine polyester, mol 
worsted suHiots 




Every day your ddn is open to attack 
Protect it these four ways. 
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1 !n spitp of w^iat ai lyont* says tfw f M 
soap aiKl v^dtt^r s( rub \A,otl<. wondrrs 

for .11 1 sKin'lf stak' <1 tt 

unii ' iU*s overniqf I thi* prires 
1,011 ‘kingt't cbm . d ind rashes 
, — oi pm pies may U <iin lo appear 

\ A wilhttpidv ater to clean 

^ s') out ill tlie poles I hen splash 

< old aati 1 on yoiii skin lo tauten it 


2 \fiur skin in I ds .in oc r d‘ lot il bracc'r 
Nature offer slot' of ilk'rnatives 
Ity rubbmq a sIk e of k'mon [ 

<wr your skin Or apply a W ^ ^ 
besan pasli let it dry and A ^ 
tin n wash off t)r just use 



qrar idnia s t r ad it tot lal recipe ^ 
a little lialdi inak w, drops \ 
of milk lit f( lie your tiath 


31 here s nothiny like a bit of exerc ist 
to make the skin ybu Ail it rKedsisa 
requiar limber up in thebatfiroomr vt ry 
morninq And w. Ink you re 
about it do trytoavoideatiny 
too many fried foods anef 
sweets ! hey k nd to briiiq out 
all those uqly lasfiesand 
pimpk’s 


4 Dont forqet your daily Borolinc routine 
Smooth in this qentle medicated cream into all the 
sensitive areas and rough patches of your skin 
Dse It every day and just before you go to bed 
BoroliiK* he Ips prevent dryness clipping 
arxf raslies It also acts as a gentle antiseptic 
for minor skin injuries 



/'r<U‘l I IK ‘I 1 >1 11 ( KtAM 

BOROLINE 

Protects your skill 
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HMV Fiesta PDinilar. 

Indian laigest-selling record player. 


When we put the Fiesto 
Popular in the market, 
we hoped to pul music 
within the reach of as 
many homes as possible 
We gave it ever\dhing 
music lovers would want 
in a compact, sturdy set 
Starting with a very 
reasonable price tag > 
For both AC and Battery 



Tha r»ng« ol 

quality aownd 
aqutpfiwtt —Plaata 
Popular Caiypao and 
Popatar raoofd playars 
Safari and Snuinpar 
radiograma T a n o r caaaattaj 
raeordar arm Conaort It radio 


models We bui't in a 
powerful wide 
frequency range ampti 
fier and a place it- 
anywhere, Iid 
mounted, 
matching 
speaker A 
tone control 
for fine adjust¬ 
ment of bass 
and treble sounds A 
3-speed turntable to 
play all types of records 
All this because we 
wanted the Fiesta 
Popular to take more 



music to more people and, 
before we knew it, it had 
become the 
largest selling 
record player in 
the country • Today, 
there are 3,(X),0(X) 
Fiesta homes spread all 
over India You can be 
sure there's an HMV Fiesta 
playing somewhere 
right now 


HMV 


His Masters Voice 

The future is sound 
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With I)ulux you mi^t want a fresh colour-scheme 
before you need a fresh coat of paint 

So when you choose your Dulux shade, remember 
it’s a long-term investment. 


L\(rNoni knows that Dultiv 
outlasts other prints hut \cr\ 
few people know that thuc s in 
aetu il proof hchinii this btiicf 

In the A( ( I Paints 
I ahorators Dulux's wear- 
rexistaner was tested against 
that of three other brands bv an 
instrument called a V\ et Abrasion 
1 ester. F ItH-tritallv opetaliil 
this teste I woiks at a sjxed ol 
40 stiokes per minute rmotne a 
wet sponge bask and lorth oset 
u painted surbui. to test how 
long It tikes tor tiu paint to 
weal oiu 


What hipptned is interesting 
Tilt, board with Dulux stood 
up to more than 4 (XK) strokes 
of the tester without any d image 
to the paint lilm The surtaees 
ol the boards painted with the 
other three brands began to 
weir out long before Dulux s 
reeord was met Proof that 
Dulux eaii lake moie wear and 
te ir than other paints to last 
loncer in vour home 

So piek the 'h.ide's you like 
liom Dulux s wide tange of 
eolouis ind e*n|ov Iheir freshness 
loi \ejis 



^Duluv and for ycuni ahead 


Ul n \ 

intkt «mt OuFui jtv lectMcri 1 isl* 


Al« ditil nn kciel i I d i » x *the XIIiaU t >0 ( hri iaK it* tH on 1 If d a I n led 
» kx f Impel dH hi» «.A Idusiiesltl L <A Icciscdiweis Tht Alkali and C hemicel t'>rpiriii >n of InJ 1 1 miied 


OBW-63'4 



October 7, 1979 



SORRY, AGAIN ! 


VOLUMF 7 
ISSUb 18 
RUPFE ONF 

AN ANANDA HA7AP f UBLICATION 


COMMENT 


Onre again, we have slipped behmd our schedules, due 
to a larqe number of reasons As one reader pomted 
out, SUNDAY first became 'Any Day’ and now ti w ts 
tending to become ‘Any Week’ Out apoloffles, and we 
can only hope that you treat us with the same kmdness 
you have shown m the past), the kmdness and affectum 
that has made your magazme the fastest growing weekly 
m Indian publishing history 

And we aie happy to announce that we are actually on 
the pomt of solvmg the problem of delays We ha/pe 
started prmtmg an edition from Madras the copies which 
are sold m the South will now be prmtad in Madras and 
dtstribubed direclly from there, instead of makinp the 
long and disjomted tram loumey from Howrah station to 
the hundreds of pomts on the map to -which SUNDAY 
goes We thought that this was the letsti we could do 
for crur valued readers from the South Due to iHp long 
Puja holidays in Calcutta, we \hall skip two issues (dated 
September 23 and 30) but from this issue we hope to 
be back on iihcdule trt/mg crur level best to lufep ymi 
well mlormed about the fasctnatsng things that happen 
m OUT country We particularly promise you pxtenane 
and detailed election coverage we unU be sendtng our 
reporlfTs to etcry nook and comer of the country, into 
the superstar ccmstttuencics and ordinary contests, we 
will probe the mmds of leaders and try our best to ecrpoie 
dishcmcsly and ronupttem uherre we ftTwf it 
We hope you.entry reading your maganne durmg the 
exciting months fbaf are ahead We viould welcome sup 
qeitions fiom you on what yov would hhe to know m 
parttcular We hope that the SUNDAY family will con 
tmue to grow —and at the same pace —Fditor 


^ N Ball .ubraTinniim—Industrialist fighter phot 
politlral opeiatoi sno onetime friend of Kantllal Desa' 
and Suresh Kumar—is nobody*, fall quy He came 
under a cloud when the Income tax people raided 
he Delhi house in June The mystery deepened 
when he jumped bad and fled to _uropo Then 
confounding everybody he ha*, come back 
reportedly escorted by PLO agent*- for *ecurity 
All the details of this amazing case along w t*i a 
transcript of his confession to the polico 



How are various political 
Parties preparing them 
eetves for the elections 7 
Starting this week a 
new section Election 
Specials shall cover eii 
events, iseuea and 
personalities connected 
with the electloneeiing 
^ that has al'oady begun 
all over the country 
This week the Bangalore 
I AlCC session fallout of 
\ Oct 2 and whet 
happened when 
Mrs Qandhl went to 
Tlrupathi 


SUNDAY in the past has galled the bluff of the 
Sal Babas supernatural powers by hatdng a leading 
magician equal him in his little off>the-cuff miracles 
Now a long review of a book by a thoroughly 
disillusioned former disciple who got too close to 
the godman tor com'ort—spiritual or temporal 
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Nature's secret discovered! 



makesjwi 
noticeably Mrer 

...inNatuniis am gentle way. 
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The ultimate gambler 

K EWAL VARMA in his cover stoiy 
on “The gamblers” (August 26) 
apparently forgot to mention the 
fourth gambler who is very much in 
the running He is none other than 
President Sanjeeva Reddy After all, 
the post of a Prime Minister is one 
step ahead of the Presidency Reddy's 
actions and modus operand! should 
not surprise anyone because it is only 
natural to aspire for the best. It 
would also be worthwhile to investi¬ 
gate why our President was so soft 
towards Charan Singh and company. 
M. N. Bhtde, Pune. 

KEWAL VARMA’s story reminds us 
of the evil forces operating in the oo 
untry today. SUNDAY is certainly an 
excellent medium for popularising 
secularism, sodalisin and democracy 
1 fully endorse the idea ctf a grand 
alliance led by Charan Singh against 
the anti-democratic and communal 


What thief ? 

ARE amused to read as Item 
pubUshed in SUNDAY (August 
5) titM “Sheikh's servant helps 
himseir' by G. S. Kaitha from 
Trivandtnm. We would like to ptdnt 
out tint the information you pub¬ 
lished does not make a news Itsm and 
ft obviously induces a lay reader to 
believe that Ununer stole vahieble 
jewels from the Sheikh’s palaces. 
Your joumars “verdict” is wholly 
unwarranted and strictly speaking, 
the report amounts to contempt of 
court The magasne can also be pro- 
•ecuted for defamation. Two courts 
in Xerale. namely, the Second Class 
Judicial Magistrate’s Court. TricliUr 
and flie High Court of Keralii exerdse 
Jnifadictlao over the alleged crime. 


political lobby. ProJanata (S) leaders 
could well emerge as our next rulers. 
We can trust the Indian electorate 
to vote for the right people in riie 
forthcoming midtemf poll. However, 
Indian voters' have sometimes proved 
elusive to professional commentatm'S 
and political pundits. But the people’s 
verdict has been firm both in 1971 
and 1977. The pec^le of India will 
watch the results of the next elec¬ 
tions with great interest. 

Amur NaOi Keshri, Daruipore 

YOU have rightly observed thift the 
alliance of Janata (S) and other 
smaller Parties is only a shade less 
despotic than the original Janata. It 
4S to be seen whether they can sweep 
the coming elections, which to me 
appears frankly quite imposible. Even 
if the Janata (S) comes to poww it 
is very unlikely that they would work 
unitedly for the nation’s good. Going 
through your intelligent pre-poll ass¬ 
essment, I am compelled to think tiiat 
SUNDAY could wril become an 
adviser to the caretaker Government. 
Arun Kumar Khattri, Varaniut. 

THE cover story is a grim reminder 
that the fortunes of our country are 
in the hands oi unscrupulous politi¬ 
cal elements lusting for power The 
mm with dices are surely jeop^is- 
ing demooacY, as you have i^nted 
out These slapstick developments in 
New Delhi and other regional centres 
of power reminded me irf two movies; 
Gambler m Hindi starring Dev Anand 
and The Gambler, an English film of 
the Sixties like the movies, the 
Indian political gamblers did provide 
some entertainment and comic relief 
but viewed in retrospect, the films 
and the pohtiaans wasted the preci 
ous time of millicms of Indians to 
line their own pockets. 

Rehana Huq, Jamshedpur. 

APROPOS of M. J. Akbar’s interview 
with Charan Singh, ”I was driven to 
the wall” (August 26). the Chaudfaury 


The writing, whether you call It a 
commentary, article or anything else, 
has violated the standard ethics of 
ioumalism, not to mention the scant 
segard shown to our judiciary and 
our laws. 

But as counsel for Ummer In 
habeas corpus proceedings before the 
High Court of Kerala and another 
writ petition before the same court 
to quash the prosecution, we bad 
interviewed Ummer inside the jail on 
two occasions. He revealed a num¬ 
ber of facts vdiicfa we are legalfy 
bound not tn divulge. The truth will 
be duly rc^'ea'ied only in the course 
of a properly constituted Judlctal 
enquiry. For reasons of propriety 
and legal restraint we do not propose 
to detail the dreumstanoes in which 
the valuable jewels of the Shetkb 


DOW. blames the Jana Sangh for oust¬ 
ing him from the Janata Pkrty, The 
acting PM however conveniently for¬ 
got that it was the Jana Sangh whidi 
prevailed upon Morarji Desai to 
bring him back into the Cabinet. Had 
Vajpaj^ not insisted on Charan 
Singh’s return, the Janata Party 
would not have been bifurcated, thus 
(possibly) paving the way for Mrs 
Gandhi’s return. 

Mttharaj K. Kovt, Srinagar. 

IN THE Interview. Charan Singh re¬ 
fers to Raj NanaJn as ”Raj Narainji” 
but calls the l^knayak simply Java 
Prakash Narayan. This shows the 
man’s wrong order of priorities.' On 
the whole the politicians of oiir 
country have given a very poor 
account of themselves. The money 
collected from the poor kisans, ban- 
jus and minorities only keeps their 
airoondiUoned cars in ninning con¬ 
dition. 

Zahur Ahmad, Jammu. 

YOUR assessment of thq ptdftical 
situation in the cover sto^ is iwe- 
judiced and smacks of imorance. I 
hadn’t expected sudi a lopsidea re¬ 
view from you. In your bund praise 
of the Janata (S) you conveniently 
forget that this is a Party of oppor¬ 
tunists and defectors. Why did Mr 
Charan Singh wait to submit his re¬ 
signation until Morarji resigned? 
The role played by Charan Sin^ in 
UP politics, his promises and assu¬ 
rances to Muslims before he became 
Chief Minister and what be did after 
coming to power all need to be pro¬ 
bed. 

You have deliberately underplayed 
the Congress (I)’s popularity. Most 
of the Congressmen have now joined 
the Ctmgress (1) and they are not 
doing it to get election tickets alone. 
All Indians have now realised for 
the better that It is only Indira 
Gandhi who can rule thia oountry. 
Javaid Aarar, Kanmguni. 


•ound their way to India. 

All the same, we are anxious to 
Inform your readsss through these 
columns that in the hot pursuit for 
recovery of the ’’treasure Jewels” alt 
the Sheikh, the Central Government 
has overlooked all legal procedures 
and created an impression in the 
minds of general public that our laws 
could be Dent to suit expediency of 
B particular situation as the execn- 
tlve may dictate. 

On the basts of the allegation 
atunst him in court Ummer is a 
Tugltive criminal” (offender commit¬ 
ting a crime in a foreign state and 
escaping to his home country) and 
the Central Government should Inters 
vene to give sanctlcm for prosecutiai 
hSon a Fiivt Oats Judidal Magis- 
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Thackcrsey creates fashion fabrics for the whole family. Famous since 1873 for their superfine cottons. And the 
first to introduce Polyester Blends An infinitely delightful range of prints, colours and textures in voiles. Imos. 
cambrics, poplins, two x two. dhotis, jacquaids, furnishing. CRONOLtZED (pre-shnink) and TEBILIZEO (for tested 
creese resistance) cottons And polyester blended suitings, shirtings, dress materials and saraes. 


Since 1875 



HINDOOSTAN SPG. b WVG. MILLS LTD 
symbol otarioh texSk tradition 

Dattaram HM f4 










trate under Section 188 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure. The Magisr 
trate can then hold an enquiry under 
the Extradition Act and send a re¬ 
port to the Central Government re¬ 
cording whether a prima faae case 
is made out or not against the fug! 
tive criminal and then the Central 
Government can deade whether the 
cnminal has to be extradited or not 
Since there is no extradition treaty 
existing between India and the UA£ 
as on the date of the alleged crime, 
extradition is impossible What is 
possible IS only a trial in the home 
state invoking extraterritorial Juris¬ 
diction under Section 4 of the Indian 
Penal Code It is only during the 
course of such a Magisterial enquiry 
that the question of releasing such 


Here's some help 

I N HIS rtply to my Itltei (August 
19) J M Mimzes asks me if I 
can deny that bccaust of thi Catho 
Ik Chuich s (undoiiing attitude Mus 
sohni and Hitlei could send milliom 
to their deaths Yfs I tan—and 1 
do Undei tlu k adi i ship of Card) 
Dll Von (aulhabci many Geiman 
Catholics resisted Hitler some of 
them with lilt II livts Irue Cardi 
nal Pace 111 tlu fiiturt Pius Xll 
signed a (oncoidat with Na/i 
Citimany in 1933 but i (uncordat 
IS uot in act ut condonation On 
the conti tiy it is an attempt by the 
( liuich to wiing a ft VI concessions 
tiom a tyiannicil government Thus 
the Vatican ha never had to raaki 
a (oiuordit with India Recenllv 
published documents icveal the full 
extent of the Vatican s c'llorts on 
behalf of )cv\s ind othi i victims of 
Ni/isin duiiiig the wii years Th 
tost IS lumqur md innuendo Pm 
that should not dctei Mr Mene/cs 
fiom making iihtlur accusations 
As a (aUiolic pnest I am natuially 
distressed lliat oven a non piactising 
Catholic (whaUvci that is') should 
attack the fherch of hi' tathers As 
a tear he I I am annoyed that he 
should do It so badiv I would sug 
gest that m fuluie Mi Mtnezes 
Stick to vcnhabic tacts and avoid 
•weeping un>ubsldntiated generah 


Mannerly Minister 

I REILR to the article ‘Uncivil 
Ministers and nvil servants’ 
(August 12) The whole paragraph on 
Pawan Dtwan the Ministei lui Jails, 
Madhya Piadcsb has been written 
with malirc and political motivation 
I would like to claiify the following 
points few students wanted to meet 
the Jail Mimster at about 2 pm, 
when the Ministci was taking rest 
So I asked them to come m the even 
mg They got angry and went away 
Later on they complained to Mr 
I^wsn and he was furious with me 
because I had not allowed them to 
meet turn But he did not ask them 
to beat me up After all Mr Dewan 


articles can arise. 

What baffles one is why tiie Geii' 
tral GovemmeBt has bypassed these 
procedures estabhshed by law and 
permitted the Sbeikb to take away 
the articles Has the Sheikh, simply 
because thousands of Indiiuia are 
employed in his country, held *our 
laws to ransom ^ For the foUy tii 
one man should the Sheikh terrorise 
thousands of innocent Indians and 
on that account should the Central 
Government prostrate before the 
Sheikh ^ Our diplomats and execu¬ 
tives have reduced the dignity uS our 
nation Behind the undue haata 
shown by the executive to return the 
articles violating all established pro 
cedures, there is something more 
O O Mfilhcw, Advocate, Cochin 


sations such as that contained in hh 
allegation that the Church condoned 
the crimes of Hitler and Mussohni 
Also may 1 n‘commend the In 
quisition as a source ot future 
matenaP He will tind it a goldmine 
It has been somewhat overwoiked 
but can still yield a few choice nug 
gets to a diligent searcher And he 
won’t have to invent anything 
Mr Meiiczes is scandafased that a 
Catholic lehgious oider should 
advertise in i iayboy magazini I 
must confess that I am a bit baffled 
myself But perhaps they weie think 
ing of Him who said, ‘ I did not 
r^me to tall the lUSt but sinners” 
As foi bad popes, I am afraid that 
Ml Menezes will have to abandon 
Iio III He had much more to his 
credit than the crowning of Charle 
magne As alternatives 1 suggest 
John XII and Benedict IX, a couple 
of real boundirs fium the 10th and 
llth ccntuiKs Indeed the whole 
ceiiluiy from 950 to 1050 will provide 
do/ins of yuicy scandals to throw at 
us Of course it was a long time ago, 
but never mind mud is mud 

linallv I must add that While 
reading Mr Menezes’s strictures 
againH the Catholic Church. I was 
reminded of what Gandhiji said 
about Katherine Mayo's description 
of Hinduism “A drain inspector’s 
report ” 

J W Whelan S J DarjeeUno 


is a human bring When ha came to 
know about the high prices be may 
have asked the people to raise their 
voice against rising prices What is 
wiorig in that’ The third inddenl 
took place in Raipu" Mr Dewan was 
on < mass contact tour The admi 
nisti itor had beei ordered to be 
res( nt during Mr Dewan’s tour But 
c p'cferred to be present elsewhere, 
negUrting the Minister causing irra- 
tatioi and mcoavenience to {Be 
pioplv who were meeting the Mk 
nisler with their grievances SevMd 
romplcints were pending uukuX {Be 
administrator, and the otizens pf 
Raipur know about them Thus the 
Minister was left with no option but 
to order the suspension of {Be 
o'l.cial oil the ecommendation of ■ 


Hindu rashtra 

I N ‘ Is Babuji selhng out’” (August 
5) Kcwal Varma remarks “The 
RSS people pointed out that they 
believed in a Hindu rashtra, not a 
Hindu state We are sure that Mr 
Chandrashekbar and Mr Surendra 
Mohan understood the difference 
between a Hindu state and a Hindu 
I ashtra nobody else does ” Let me 
explain In the USA, the Constitution 
does not establish Christianity as an 
official leligion, so the USA is not i 
Christian slate Ycl in one of its 
pronouncements, the US Supreme 
Court has said “We are a Christian 
nation’ The ConsUtuOon of Turkey 
declaies it to be a scculai state Yet 
Turkey considers itself a Muslim 
nation and partiapates m conferences 
of Muslim countnes There are 
thus many countries whose c in 
stitutions do not align themselves 
with Islam or Christianity, and vet 
these countries call themselves 
Muslim or Christian nations Tbi 
reason is obvious 
V P. Luthera, Delht 


RSS's unruly friends 

M ASROOR AHMEO’s letter 
(Opinion, August 26) was really 
surpnsmg Mr Ahmed’s attempt to 
whitewash the activities of the 
Jamant-«-lslaml is realty oondemn- 
able Has be forgotten that m fais 
own State the socalled ‘ideological 
organisation’ hosted a bamiuet, and 
gave gifts to the RS8 chief shortly 
before outbreak of the Jamshedpup 
riots’ It may also be pointed out 
that Uie Jamaabe>Islami sent an ex 
tremely rude and insulting letter to 
the editor of a prominent Urdu daily 
of Bihar while he was engaged in 
relief work in Jamshedpur The 
Jamaat also sou|ffit to cover up the 
killings, even going so far as to say 
that the massaae of women and 
children m the minibua wbidi was 
set ablaze by an RSS mob was only 
an accMlenl It ia a shame that 
educated Muslims continue to support 
a fascist organisation 
Syed Reia A. SanU. Patna 


local MLA, Mr Rsmesh Verlayaiu 
B^ommdhar, Pertonal Assmtant, 
Mmiater tor Jails, Madhya Pradeah. 

I HAVE met several Ministers and 
a couple (rf Prime Ministers Most 
of them have been arrogant, proud, 
rude and stubborn It is not so with 
Mr Pawan Dewan, the Jail Minister 
at Madhya Pradesh In fact, be is a 
Minister with a goMeo heart 1 have 
had several sittings with him Any 
one caa meet him any time, unlike 
other Mitttaters. Mr Dewan listens 
patiently to everybody’s complaints 
and takes fanmedialc act i He 
himself phones up the conitrmHl 
Minister or official and in dddition, 
fives a letter 

Tbonrn nt«a. Editor, MOD, Bhopal 


COVER STOTY 



The Amazing 
Affair of 

Balasubramaniam 

O.P.MALHOTRAand 
UDAYAN SHARMA 
filed reports upon which 
the following series of 
stories are based 


N Balasubramaniam. tiie 
former Chairman of 
Barium Chemicab Ltd, 
who has received a lot 
of publiaty due to his 
sensational allegations against the 
sons of two WIPs—former Prime 
Minister Morarji Desai and former 
Defence Minister Jagjivan Rant—is 
a man with wide national and inter¬ 
national contacts, both commercial as 
well as political While he has him¬ 
self shed some light on his dose con¬ 
nections with Kantibl Desai, not 
many people know that Babsubra- 
maniam was once very close to Mr. 
Krishna Menon, a former Oefanoe 
Minister of India. Besides Mr. 
Menon. Balasubramaniam was a close 
friend of such important Mople as 
Nityanand Kanungo, the late Mr. 
Raghuramaiah, two other former 
Union Cabinet Ministers. There was 
always at least one Union Cabinet 
Minister on whom Mr. Babsubrama- 
niam could rely for support 
Many are now trying to shy away 
from Mr. Balasubramaniam But he 
has friends in almost all political 
Parties, be it CPI. CPI(M) DMK. 
AlAOMK, Congress, Congressfl), 
Janata or JanatacS) Among the 
present day politicians, he had had 
close relations at one time or the 
other with Dr Channa Reddy. Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Mr. 
Vengal Rao. former Chief Minister 
of Andhra Pradesh, and Mr Brahma- 
nand Reddy, former Home Minister 
In Mrs Indira Gandhi's Government 
and the present Industries Minister. 
Mr. P Ramamoorthy of the CPl(M). 
Mr Ralaram of the AIADMK, Mr. 
Rajashekhar Reddy of the CPI are 
pid political acquaintances of Bab- 
2S 


Bubramaniam. 

Balasubramaniam also strudc up a 
friendship with Mrs Amteshwar 
Anand, mother-in-law of %injay 
Gandhi According to one source, 
Sanjay Gandhi's motber-in-bw used a 
frustrated friend of Babsubramani- 
am, V. Kalyanam, to expose the other 
Prime Minister’s son, Kantibl Desal, 
when the Janata Government started 
troubling Sanjay Gandhi. 

While the motivation behind 
Kalyanam’s anti^anata Party acti¬ 


vities Is a matter of speculation, it is 
a fact that he was tipping off anti- 
Desai teaders about the activities of 
Kantibl Desai, particularly where he 
stood to gain- monetarily. Kalyanama 
who is staying in the USA now has, 
in a communication to BUtz (Septem 
ber IS) cbimed credit for predirting 
that the trust the people of India had 
pbced in the Janata Party under the 
leadership of Morarji Desai was 
mispbced. Kalyanam aaya. “I had 
predicted this in a drcubr on Janu- 


The ex-Prime Minister, Mararit Dead (tseand from heft), Aanti Deaai 
(third from right), Sharada Mukhsrjso, Govemoi'of Andhra Pndezh with 
P N. BitlasubtimanKm who am be teen behind and between Morarji 
Desai and Sharada Mukherjee. This photograph was taken in Bab«wbni-< 
maniam’s factory in Andhra Pradesh 







ary 80, 1978 meant for all members 
of Parliament Advance copies were 
sent to Ifrs Gandhi, Charan Singh, 
Jayaprakash Narayan. and a doien 
other important personages.” 

Whether Kalyanam exposed Kanti- 
lal Desai’s activities to Morarji's 
opponents on his own, on ^s 
Anand’s suggestion or Balasubra* 
maniam’s direction lemaina to be de¬ 
termined but the fact is that he was 
very close to Bala and almost depend¬ 
ed on him for his livelihood at one 
time. What is very strange, how¬ 
ever. is that while Bala, who had 
jumped bail to go to Europe after 
the raids on his residential and busi¬ 
ness premises on June 4, 1979, decid¬ 
ed to return to India after Chaudhuijr 
Charan Singh came to power ana 
reveal the whole truth to an investi¬ 
gating agency regarding ail the deals 
in which Kantilal Desai and Suresh 
Kumar (Jagjivan Ram’s son) and 
other received foreign money, Kalya¬ 
nam who is supposed to have tipi^d 
off Charan Singh about Kantilal 
Desai’s affairs has decided to stay on 
in the USA. From there he is firing 
off communications condemning all 
politicians for the present ills of 
India. Had he only done that he 
would not have aroused suspicion. 
But after playing the character as- 
sasination game he began issuing 
good-conduct certificates to the CIA 
and foreign powers The following 
sentence from Kalvanam’s letter 
published in BItiz is .significant ‘Tor 
all the ills India is undergoing today, 
the politicians right from Prime 
Minister down are responsible not 
the CIA. not the foreign powers.. ” 

A few things are. however, known 
about Mr. Balasubramaniam’s inter¬ 
national dealings as well. One, he 
was among the first dozen or at best 
two dozen businessmen in India who 
established strong business rela¬ 
tions with socialist countries. Bala- 
subramaniam was the sole agent of 
a Moscow based firm selling medi¬ 
cines and surgical instruments to 
foreign countries. He was also ex- 


maniam’s international links is ex¬ 
posed by yet another fact. After 
Jumping bail in June when he went 
to Europe and after coolly rethink¬ 
ing his connections with Kantibhai 
be reported to his counsel Mr. Garg 
that he would come bade to India 
"whenever the court wants me.” be 
found himself being threatened by 
some Israeli agents. He thereupon 
decided to return to India. Accord¬ 
ing to one report ha came via Nepal 
escorted by PIJ) volunteers. 

The fact that Mr Balasubrama- 
niam was very friendly with the late 
Krishna Menon, known for his anti- 
Americanism and leftist views, and 
that he is being defended in law 
courts bv his able counsel R. K. Garg 
also a known Commnnist. are indica¬ 
tive of Mr. Balasubramaniam’s leftist 
assndations. 

There is no doubt that Balasubra* 
maniam is In possession of sndi In¬ 
formation and evidence which would 
prove fatal not only for some polttf- 
dans. but bureaucrats and buriness- 
men as weH 


Baiaaubranumiam, (extreme left) with Eisenberg, chairman of Conaoiidated 
Packers, Israel 
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porting goods to the Soviet Union In his letter to the Prime Minister, 
and other sociahst countries. Bala Bala has alleged that Kantilal Desai 

was also dealing with a Czech, firm bad connections with an Israeli bual- 
and was instiumental in establishing ness firm, Consolidated Packers. In 
a facturv ptoducing motorcydes one of his statements Mr. Balaaubra- 
with Czech collaboration. Mr. Bala- maniam has also alleged that he had 
subramaniam can of course argue received Rs 30 lakhs from that 
that as a businessman he was not source in foreign currencies in 
dealing with Russians and Czechs Geneva. “The amount”, according 
alone. He also had successful bud- to Mr. Balasubramamam, "was paid 
ness collaborations with British, to me a partner of Kantilal Desai, 
German, French and Japanese firms. Mr. Israel, one of the proprietors of 
(One could add to this list some Arab (^nsolidated Packers, one of the 
countries as welU) The picture richest men in Europe who was the 
would, however, be incomptete with- offiaal agent of the Israeli Govern- 
out mentioning the Israeli conneo* ment (and had) most probably a oov- 
tion of fialasubramaniam through tus er organisation of CIA.” 
one-time friend Kantilal Desai. Another aspect of Balasubra- 
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Man behind the myth 

A profile of the colourful personality that is 
P. N. Balasubramaniam 



P. N. Balasubramaniam performniff 
puja The woman bahmd Mm ftn 
short hatr) is Maneka Gandhf* 
vouneer mt«r 


- N. BALASUBRAMANIAM 

who prefer* to call bun- 
self a technical-financial 
consultant Is a very 

- colourful personality. Ha 

was a student leader in pra-ln^pen- 
denor days, a combat pilot in the 
Indian Atr Force during the Second 
Woild Wat. a technician and adini< 
nistrator. an importer, an exporter, 
a business executive, a promotm: of 
succe-sstul public limited companies, 
director and owner of several private 
limited companies, a man who has 
led a very fast life and traveUed all 
over the world. He is also a man of 
religion — a yogi and a commiaBar 
(politician, if you wudh to call him). 
It is true Bala (as be ia known) has 
come into prominence reuently be¬ 
cause of his connection with Mr 
Kantilal Desai, ex-Prime Minister 
Morarjl Desai’s son. But Bala is not 
:io 


a sycophant of Kanti Desai. Though 
he is interested in business as well 
as in politics, he is not one who 
haogs around politicians to make 
most of the opportunities which 
come to him. Nor ia be the kind of 
politician who depends on business 
houses for his personal and political 
needs. Anyone who has met Bala 
and observed him for some time 
from close quarters should not treat 
him lightly when he promises to tell 
the whole truth before “an appro- 
priate machinery of investigation 
and enquiry.” It is certain Bala will 
tell the truth of his shady deals at 
an appropriate time. Some striking 
features of Bala’s colourful life and 
career are detailed below. 

Bom on April 15, 1924, in a Brah¬ 
min family of Tiravannamalai, in the 
North Arcot district of Tamil Nadu, 
Bala was interested in politics wdien 
he was a student. Hr took part in 
the activities of the Ail India Stu¬ 
dents Federation and was its vice- 
president for South India, when 
Ansar Harvani, a former MP, was 
its All India prendent. Bala also 
was president of the Students’ Union 
of Salem, from where he did his 
graduation. The intrepid young Bala 
wanted to do something striking and 
adventurous in his iffe. The war 
was on and it had offered opportuni¬ 
ties to many a spirited young mnn to 
make a good career. Bala was at¬ 
tracted by flying and decided to be¬ 
come a pilot. He joined tbe Indian 
Air Force in 1942 and was soon com¬ 
missioned as a combat pilot A 
Flight Lieutenant now, Bala was on 
administrative duties and special av 
slgnments for the Indian Air Force 
both in India and abroad till March 
1947. From a combat pilot and ufii 
cer in the lAF he became a aemor 
officer In the department of civil 
aviation. Government of India, in 
April 1947. This was a stepping 
stone for Bala but It did not sustain 
hla Interest for long. He resigned in 
April 185U 

After leaving the cosy and com¬ 
fortable Government job Bala tried to 
renounce worldly comforts and be¬ 
come a aaqraaL But soon on the 
advice of a guru' he took to a more 
adventurous life — of business com¬ 
bined with poUtics. He founded a 
firm called Balan and Kao, whidi 
owned mines of mica. Iron ore. bary¬ 
tes, kyanite and gold. This firm had 
Ita offices throughout India and in 
leading dttes abroad. With money 
alrea^ flowing in from the import 
and export businesses as weU as 
mining. Bala began to forge political 
links. Since many of his compatriots 
of the student movement days were 
already in national and State politics. 
Bala did not have much difficulty in 
establishing contacts with political 
leaders. Though that did not help 


him to procure a tidket of any poli¬ 
tical Party, in the first General Elec¬ 
tion, Bala contested tbe Krishnagiri 
Lok Sabha seat as an Independent 
but lost. This setback in politics 
brought him back to business, in 
which his efforts were amply reward¬ 
ed. During 19M and 1957, Bala 
became a proprietor of Trans-World 
Trades and the sole agent in India 
of a Soviet firm, Med-export, Mos¬ 
cow, for dealing in bulk drugs, patent 
medicines and surgical instruments. 
Simultaneously he had several other 
general agencies, including the sole 
agency in India tor Motokov, a Czech 
firm, in partnership with Ideal Mo¬ 
tors, Bombay, for dealing in Jawa 
motorcycles. Bala, now a mine- 
owner, an exporter and importer and 
a sole selling agent of several 
foreign products decided to launch 
himself in industry as well. He 
obtained an industrial licence in tbe 
name of Ideal Motors for the manu¬ 
facture of motorcycles and helped in 
setting up a plant in Mysore for the 
manufacture of Jawa motorcycles. 
From 1957 to 1961 his buMne.^s acU- 
rities expanded further and Bala 
managed industrial lirence.s for two 
more plants — Barium Chemicals 
and Electric Portable Tools. Bala 
who had travelled all over Europe 
included the preliminaries for set¬ 
ting up the above plants including 
making arrangements for foreign 
collaboration, finance, etc. 

Bala is a godfearing man and 
whenever be makes money as a re¬ 
sult of successful business deals, he 
becomes more religious and turns to 
worshipping his gurus. His bouse in 
New Delhi to which access is not 
easy for a journalist, has a room for 
pujas. Bala lives in that room. One 
of Bala’s gurus, the ISS-year-old, 
Baba Atmanand Saraswati, has or¬ 
dained that Bala should retire into a 
life of sexual abstinence — which is 
why no woman is allowed to enter 
his room. Seeking the advice and 
blessings of sages and sanyasis is a 
fad with Bala. His bouses in Madras 
and other places in Andhra Pradesh 
too, have sacred places for worship. 
He is fond of holding religious cere¬ 
monies and businessmen as well as 
politicians flock -to his house on all 
such occasions. 

Bala’s respect for religion and reli¬ 
gious people has. however, not 
stopped him from leading a colourful 
life in the past. Bala can boast of 
beautiful friends, including ladies 
from many of the world’s glamorous 
capitals — London, Paris, Prague. 
Bonn and New York. Living alone 
now (having divorced his wife some 
IS years ago who bad borne him a 
son, Ravi and a daughter Ranjeetha) 
Bala does not hide the fact that he 
has had many female friends who 
frequented bis house. His photo- 
albums are full of colour and bla^- 
and-white photographs of many par¬ 
ties thrown bv Bala in India and 
abroad. Some also show his children. 
What makes Bala an interesting cha¬ 
racter is his methodical manner of 
doing busiiiess, which he plans to the 
last detail He has a way of ap- 
iroadiing higher-ups and using them 



Althoucta be resigned from bis Go- 
l* vernment job in 1950, he realised 
that no businessman could succeed 
in this country unless he had some 
top bureaucrats on his side. To get 
their support one needs to enter 
their drew. Bala did this by making 
friends with some former ICS men 
bad( in the Fifties and when be got 
the opportunity he demonstrated to 
the business community and bureau¬ 
crats that the country’s best brains 
were with him. The Sixties were 
his heyday when he floated a public 
limited company. Barium Chemicals 
Limited, and became its dhairman 
and managing director. He held that 
position till November 1973. Bala 
persuaded a munher of former ICS 
officers — like V. P. Menon. the for¬ 
mer Home Secretary — to serve on 
the.board of directors of that com¬ 
pany So jealous was T. T. Krishna- 
machari, another Tamil Brahmin, 
with the announcement of the names 
of the board of directors that on the 
day the company's shares were offer¬ 
ed for public issue, TTK wrote an 
article in a leading dally describing 
the board as a "Pinjrapole of former 
IC*? officers”. Bala was later involved 
in a legal battle with TTK wbidi he 
won. His new company, according 
to Bala’s estimates, saved £450,000 a 
year for the country by way of im¬ 
port substitution. The company, 
however, brought Bala once again 
into politics. He joined the Swatan- 
tra Party and contested the Waran- 
gal Lok Sabha seat, a stronghold of 
the Communist Party, and lost it only 
bv a narrow margin. Though he lost 
the election he had by that time 
developed friendshipa with politicians 
and their families, including that of 
Mr Morarji Desai. Bala has des 
cribed how he slowly but surely 
worked his wav into Mr Desai’s circle 
through Kantibhai, during his battle 
against TTK. 

After over two decades of ascend¬ 
ancy in 1973. Bala sold Barium 
Oiemicals Ltd. to the Sahu-Jains, 
an act that started a period of de¬ 
pression in bis hfe. He lost a lot of 
his money in speculative ventures 
and for the next two to three years 
had to undergo hardship. 

Bala is now leading a quiet life in 
his New Delhi house at 186, Golf 
Links. He has not been keeiHng 
good health and has left his defence 
in the court cases to his experienced 
and able counsel Mr R. K Garg, a 
senior Supreme Court lawyer and 
former legislator of the UP Vidhan 
Sabha Mr Garg normally refuses 
to appear as a counsel to defend tax 
dodgers or violators of the Foreign 
Exchange regulations but has taken 
up Bala's case because of its im¬ 
mense political importance Inciden¬ 
tally Mr Garg had appeared for 
Mrium Chemicals Ltd in the legal 
battle against T. T. Krishnamachari. 
Waiting to depose before an investi¬ 
gating agency in connection with ^e 
defence deals and other aset. Bale 
I* ■voiding Journalists. He says, he 
will not speak to the Press because 
Ijwyers don’t want him to say any- 
tbmg. However, he has not kept 
quiet Recently, when Defence Mi 



P. N. Balasubninumiam unth Baba Hathayogt 


nister, C.. Subramaniam, discounted decision to devalue the rupee in 
the possibility of payoffs in the Jagu- 1966 " Bala’s letter received publi- 
ar deals, Bala sent him a letter dty in some newspapers and later 
pointiag out, "your defence of your the Defence Minister changed his 
predecessor and of the Jauar Com- stand and said action would be 
pany can cause considerable harm taken if evidence of payoffs in the 
to the nation as was done by your Jaguar deal was discovered. 

'I was being used as 
an innocent pawn' 

Transcript of P. N. Balasubramaniam'staped confession 


HAD a meeting with the 
Prime Minister of India 
at 2 pm. on the 6th of 
June, at tus office in South 
Block at Delhi The meet¬ 
ing was arranged bv his son Shn 
Kantilal Desai I was told thaS thr 
Piime Minister generally dors not 
take any action unless matteis are 
given to him in writing, and 1 was 
advised to take whatever I wanted to 
say in writing,’ so that aolion could 
be taken. So, before 1 went for the 
meeting, I took the contempt peti¬ 
tion. 1 took with me the copy of 
the letter addressed to the Secretary, 
Home Affairs askinj, tor permission 
to prosecute the officers against whom 
I had hied an FIR for thmt and otocr 
cnmmal offences. I had also typed 
a note about the implications of 
what 1 was going to say, particularly 
the .-aid that took place at my re 
sidence at 166, Golf Links, New 
Delhi-3 on the afternoon of 4th June. 
In addition. I had also mven in writ¬ 
ing another statement that was look¬ 
ed alter by my lawyers 1 was pre 
pared to pay the price for my mis¬ 
takes. etc. The reason 1 went across 
to see him was because of a deep- 
laid conspiracy to unseat Mr Morarji 
Desai by bis enemies, and the 
enmnies of the country. I was being 
used as an innocent pawn in this 
bl^i powerful intrigue game. A 
IKtle bit of my background is necess¬ 
ary before I record wbat took place 


between me and Mr Uesei at this 
meeting. 

I was the chairman and managing 
director of the Barium Chemicals 
Ltd. during the days of my battle 
with Shn T. T Krisnnamadiari who 
was subsequently forced to resign 
because of the memorandum, sub¬ 
mitted to the President A major 
portion of the battle had been fou^t 
by me, with the help of my friends. 
Mr Kantilal Desai, the son of Mr 
Morarji Desai, and myself became 
close friends. Of course we became 
friends on the preoept that the 
enemy’s enemy is your friend! Later 
on, the very same selling agency of 
my company, the Barium Chemicals 
Ltd, for aspiring to which Shri T. T 
Kiishnamacnari lost his job, was 
given to Mi Kantilal Desai’s com¬ 
pany, Bombay Industry and Chemical 
Company which is a family firm of 
Shn Morarj'i Desai, his sons, daugbt 
er-in-iaw and grandsons. Mr Morarji 
Desai had also invested in the firm, 
his money, family trust and also the 
money of bis grand-children, for 
whom be was an additional trustee. 

We had a very satisfactory rela¬ 
tionship They were given a com¬ 
mission of six per cent as their agency 
commission I got a 'ki€k-.back’ of 
four per cent from them under the 
table. The arrangement lasted very 
well; it was a sellers’ markel So 
there was no difficulty in aelling the 
goods, and of oourae any premium 



that was available went to the 
benefit of selling agents. Again under 
the table, it was only because of the 
premium which was being paid to 
them under the table, that they were 
able to pay me back the ‘kick-back’, 
also under the table. In the year 
1973 symptoms of arterioclerosis app¬ 
eared and my health became bad. 1 
was forced to sell the management of 
the Barium Chemicals Ltd. to the 
Sahu-Jains. Whatever compensation 
I got, I lost in speculative ventures 
and I became a penniless pauper 
literally starving for ray day-to-day 
sustenance, for a period of two-three 
years. 

Throughout my Ufe, I have been 
an anti-Congressman. 1 was a memb¬ 
er of the Swatantra Party. 1 had 
contested the elections for the Parlia¬ 
ment in the year 1952 from the 
Krishnagiri Parliamentary oonstKuen- 
cy and later again for the Parliament 
tn the year 1967, from the Warangal 
Parliamentary constituency. On both 
occasions I lost by a very narrow 
margin. Throughout my life I had 
very good political oonnections and 
contacts. Mine was a guasi-political- 
eoonomic-busmess exerase. 1 never 
had any family wcutb mentioning or 
am emotitmal involvement. So I was 
able to devote all my time and con¬ 
centration to business, politics and 
other social activities. 

Uurmg the Emergency I was in an 
unfortunate predicament of doing no 
business at all. My sympathy was 
with the Opposition. As a matter of 
fact, when Morarji Desai went to the 
Maidan to address the crowd, Mr 
Kantilai Desai flew that very evening 
to Geneva. I bad earlier in the 
morning learnt from some of my 
friends, that all the leaders were 
going to be arrested that evening. 1 
conveyed that to Mr Kantilal Desai, 
who consnlted his father and left by 
nine o'clock that evening, by Lut 
thansa to Geneva. In his place, 1 took 
bis father to the Ram Lila grounds 
and was with him. 1 was wtricen 
up at four in the morning by Balram 
and was told that Morarji Desai 
Cbabuji) was arrested and was being 
taken away. By the time 1 rushed to 
the place, he was gone. So 1 had 
been present right through the drama 
of the Emergency and the arrest of 
the top leaders m the Opposition. 1 
went to the Parliament Street, police 
ktation and learnt that C&aiidra- 
Shekhar and other leaders were also 
arrested at that time. Anyway, I 
came back. 1 informed Sbri Kantilal 
Desai's wife that ‘Babuji’ had been 
aiTBSited and that she should tele¬ 
phone her husband in Geneva. 1 did 
not want him to come back. Mr 
Kantilal Desai bad given his address 
in Londrai as that of Mr Ram Narain 
Kapoor of the HRs Group of Hoteb 
as well as the telephone number. I 
rang up Mr Kapoor from my tele¬ 
phone at night and told him to get 
in touch with Kanti, at Geneva and 
inform him not to come back as 
things were serious. In other words 
1 was dose with the family for over 
two decades, through tbkk and thin 
poUtically. busineM and otherwise, 
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and 1 was accepted as a part of the 
family. 

Three months after the arrest of 
Mr Desai, Mr Kantilal came back 
after we got assurances from Mrs 
Gandhi that there would be no harm 
done to him. He used to visit my 
house regularly. Sometimes he used 
to stay with me at 186, Golf links. 
In those days when he was treated 
by all business and sodal friends like 
a ‘pariah’, I used to boldly flaunt him 
as my friend, take him to the Club, 
take him out for lunches and dinn¬ 
ers. Sometimes I used to take both 
Kantilal and Tonpe out on Sundays 
to the clubs—whether it be the 
Defence Services Club or the Delhi 
Gymkhana Club, and then tease 
Kanti; “Look at your friends, where 
are they?” 

In March 1977. when the Janata 
was swept into ixAver, wiping out the 
Congreiis, 1 played a leading part 
along with Mr Kanti Desai and other 
political li'iends in ensuring that Shri 
Moral ji Desai was elected the Prime 
Minister by the Partyv in preference 
to Mr Jugjjvan Ram. As a matter of 
tact, for Jagjivan Ram, the Dabriwal 
bi others were paying two lakhs oi 
rupees per Janata MP voting lor Mr 
Jagjivan Ham. 1 cainc* to know oi 
It. At that lime I met Mr Kalyanam, 
who was, about two inonlhs earlier, 
till the arrest ot Mr Jayaprakash 
Naiavail, his secretary. Kalyanam 
was earlier also sccietary to Mahaliiia 
Gandhi, Lord Mountbalten and 
Jawaharlal Nehru He went lor a 
cxiupk' of years as secretary to Dr 
Subbaravon when he was in Indonesia. 
Muiarji had brought him in, to be 
his private secretary at Delhi. But 
Mr Kantilal Desai did not.like South 
Indians to bc> in his household. So 
he had joined me, and he was stay¬ 
ing in my house, even though he was 
working unoflidally as private sec- 
retar.v to Mr Morarji Desai. This was 
bidore Morarji Desai was elected 
Piime Minister. 

Kalyanam and 1 got together the 
MPs, along with the money they had 
received from the Dabriwal brerthers. 
We woke up Mr Jayaprakash Nara- 
yan and Mr Kripalani in the middle 
of the night, and proved to the 
satisfaction of both, that money was 
taking part in subverting the great 
revolution by making Jagjivan 
Ram. the nominee of the big capita¬ 
lists as the Prime Minister of India. 
It was because of this that both Mr 
Jayaprakash Narayan and Mr Kripa¬ 
lani came to the conclusion at about 
two in the morning, that the system 
of voting that w.is resorted to for 
electing the leader of the Janata 
Party should be scrappeni, and that 
they should go by a system of con¬ 
sensus. Mad there been voting Mr 
Jagjivan Ram would have won hands 
down. Because it was a consensus, 
a little fraud was pcTpclrated on the 
.lanata Farlianientarians, by the 
■father ot the Revolution*, Mr Jaya- 
prakash Narayan, and by the Sindhi, 
Acharya Knpalam. They decided 
that the ronsemius was in favour oi 
Ml Moiarji Desai. And that is how 
he became the Prime Minister of 
India 


We were the first, at four in the 
morning, when Morarji was ready, to 
garlancT him, to do the ‘arathi’ and 
everything. The first thing that 
Morarjibhai did before going to the 
Rajghat was to see Charan Singh in 
the hospital and obtain a letter from 
him stating that he will not join the 
Cabinet or the Janata Party if Jagji¬ 
van Ram were to be elected Prime 
Minister. This was another factor 
which made both Jayaprakash Nara¬ 
yan and Acharya Kripuaui nominate 
Mr Morarji as the Prime Minister of 
India, and hide themselves under the 
word ‘consensus’. As a matter of 
fact. 1 was with Morarjibhai through-i 
out once ft was announced that 
Morarji was the Prime Minister of 
India. 

At about 11 o'clock in the morning, 
the President’s officers came in, to 
5, Dupkix Road to arrange for the 
swearing-in ceremony, the protocol 
details, etc. It was I who suggested 
to Morarji that he should not wait 
for the, protocol to take place at four 
o'clock, as there was almost a dvil 
war taking place within the Janata 
ranks by the supporters of Mr Jagji¬ 
van Bam, who were swearing and 
shouting. So, he was rushed before 
•inybudy else to the Rashtrapati 
Dhavan and sworn in as the Prime 
Minister of India much before all the 
othei formalities could be made, so 
that the lart that he wa-s the Prime 
Mim.ster of India could be establish¬ 
ed beyond any doubt and there could 
be no disputes later on about it. All 
these and many other small and big 
actions of mine in that crisis, carried 
out perfectly with utmost discretion, 
made me close to the members of the 
Morarji family. It strengthened our 
relationship and our bemd, and ideo 
logically 1 was with them. 

At one stage, I even had political 
ambitions ot becoming a Minister of 
State if not a Deputy Minister at 
least. It was Mr Kantilal Desai Who 
dissuaded me from becoming a Mi¬ 
nister and persuaded me to concen¬ 
trate on business and make some 
money. I said, I am a single man, 
what do 1 want with the money. Tliis 
is a golden opportunity to do some 
service to the country, to be near 
bis father and see that the Janata 
revolution succeeds. He said: “Listen 
to me. I need some trusted friends 
around me. For various reasons the 
Parly is bankrupt, it needs money. It 
has to be maintained and consolidated. 
Where will 1 get a more dependable 
and reliable friend, with the finesse 
and experience that you possess. So 
don’t be hasty. I will tell you when 
you should enter politics actively and 
when you should get into the Govern 
inent, etc” And that is why 1 res¬ 
tarted my business which I had dos¬ 
ed three years earlier. 

The revolution of the people mak¬ 
ing the Janata Government m power 
which created terror in the hearts of 
those bureaucrats who were toadies 
and sychophants of the Gandhi re¬ 
gime and Ministers under Mrs Gandhi. 
TTiey were the very first to try and 
curry favour. One sudi person who 
used to harass me and prosecute me 
the maximum was Mr S. B. Jain, 
director of Enforcement. Even Hiougfa 




I didn't know hun he walked into m> 
house one day and said that "Mi 
Subidmanidin, I know that you are 
close to the seat of power Why don’t 
vou help me and save me” 1 said 
1 have nothing against you, if you 
aie innocent 1 will certainly help 
you ’ Naturally, 1 took him to the 
Prime Minister’s residence, 5 Dupleix 
Road and introduced him to Mr 
Kantilal Dcsai who exploited the 
situation, to settle the cases of his 
fi lends like Arvind Killachand, Dr 
Rossy and the botthng people— 
Cfaauhan—amongst hundreds of other 
close friends who were under iloud 
with the enforcement direotoiate In 
May that year Morarn was going to 
London to attend the Commonwealth 
Conference Mr Kantilal Desai said 
that I should abo be in London at 
that time 

All the time Mr Kantilal Oesai and 
Mr C B Gupta used to worry about 
the funds for the Party Then thu 
said Bala why don't you apply your 
mind and see how best we can make 
some money’ In one of my casual 
discussions, when Mr S B Jam used 
to regularly visit m> house, 1 said 
Come on give us the names and 
particulars of the top smugglers 
blark marketeers bootleggers, and 
ioreign exchange racketeers, so that 
we can try and get some money out 
ot them for the Party ” He said 
If you want the money for the Party 
It IS very simple ” I said "How is 
It simple’” He said "After the 
lifting of the Emergency at least 80 
per cent of the people against udiom 
warrants had been issued cannot 
stand the scrutiny of the law We 
have no grounds at all for their 
detintion Vse could get away wit>' 
It because of the Emergency Now 
we have no other choice but to cancel 
tne warrants issued a«aiast them— 
almost 95 per cent of them are out 
side India, without realising that the 
warrants issued against r^iem are 
bkely to be cancelled betoie law All 
you have to do is to find out the 
names ot those persons against whom 
the warrants have been withdrawn 
Ibe warrants’ wKhdrawal will not be 
published as their issue was also not 
published and it is a Government 
secret 1 will get you the list from 
Mr Ramadiandraa, joint secretary 
Enforcement, and If you are clever 
you can bargain with them and collect 
vonie money without violating the 
rules and laws "f the oountrv” 

1 obtained the list of the peisonv 
and there were 140 names against 
whom warrants bad been isaued end 
cancelled 1 alao found out from Mi 
b B Jam, where these people were 
living •broad' end also their addresses 
from their reUtions in India. Having 

f ;ot tbu, 1 concentrated on the people 
ivlng in England The first few 1 
concentrated on were the Gupta 
brothers of Jaipur -> all the four 
bi others were wanted under warrants, 
under COFEPO^ They had escap¬ 
ed to N^l and from Nepal they 
^nt to England They had made a 
fortune in England during the 
Emergency and did not know that 
the warrants against them had been 


lancellpd I tried my hr.l expert 
mem with them 1 called them over 
to niv tilends fiat where I was stay 
mg told them that it wav a golden 
opportunity to gel Ihc warrants 
against them under LOFEPO&A can 
(clkd li they could meet my inend, 
Mr Kantilal Dcsai and through him 
the Prime Minister of India They 
said they would like to nuet them 
bo I look dll the tour brotbeis to Mr 
Kdul’s bouse—our High Commission 
er m London—where Morarji Desai 
and Kantilal Desai were staying 
There I intioduccd them to Mi Morar 
ji Desai and later on we made a deal 
in my room at the hotel with the 
four brothers The brothers agieed 
to pay rupees one crone if they were 
allow^ to enter India and if the 
warrants against them would be can 
celled Of course, warrants against 
them had already been cancelled and 
there was no warrant pending against 
them So we told them to first pay 
rupees 25 lakhs to Kantilal Desai 
and one of them should take the risk 
of coming with us to India If noth 
mg happens to you, you know that the 
wan ants have been cancelled AH 
you have to do is to call on the 
Enforcement directorate and say that 
'Sir 1 have come to surrender Is 
there anything you are going to do’ 
and the Enforcement director would 
record a statement saying that there 
was nothing against them and they 
can go badk after their explanations 
to certain queries We tried this 
with the youngest Gupta first and 
then the second brother came after 
which Uie third brother came and 
then the fourth Of course, all of 
them paid the money first, which was 
dep lilted In the account of Mr 
Kantilal Desai in Geneva 
liaen the Gupta brothers saw to it 
that the other people who were afraid 
of the COFEPOSA warrant and who 
were living in Hong Kong, Indochina, 
Switzerland, Europe and America 
were informed about the bonanra 
that lad fallen Into their lap, bv 
having Shri Kantilal Desai and Shrl 
Subramanlam to arrange for the can 
cellation of their warrants Then 
one b/ one, everybody started queu 
mg up to come home In this rnanu' 
er. 180 COFEPOSA persons who were 
living abroad, agaiast whom in the 
normal course the warrants were 
cancelled by the Government of India 


paid Ml Desai and the Janata Party 
over rupees 18 cioies to n^ Imow 
ledge But after some tunc Mr Desai 
started dealing with them directly so 
that I do not know the actual amount 
that has been collected by him And 
1 did not come to know about this 
transaction after the first three 
months when 1 had established it as 
a foul proof cxeicise ot oolleoting 
funds tor Mr Dcsai and the Janata 
Party I got a lumpsum payment of 
thiity lakhs in India and when I re¬ 
monstrated that It was no use to me 
in India and that 1 wanted it abroad, 
an equal amount was paid to me in 
Geneva The amount was paid to 
me by a partner of Mr Kantilal 
Desai, Mr Israel one of the proprie¬ 
tors of Consolidated Packers—one of 
the richest men in Euiope, and the 
offiaai agent of the Israeli Govern 
ment for all thou factories’ produc¬ 
tion, but most probably a cover 
oiganisation of the GIA 
Mr Kantilal Desai, after the Prime 
Minister was sworn m, made sure that 
his personal friends alone became 
the men of importance around tbe 
Prime Minister Mr Shankar was 
with the Cochin Shipping, of his 
friend R N Kapoor b«ore the 
Janata victory, be was also working 
foi B M Birla, Mr Hasmukh Shah la 
again Kantilal’s man as also Mr Tonpe 
All the PAs appointed were those PAs 
who were Kantilal's men when Mr 
Morarji Desai was Deputy Prime Mi 
nister No new person was allowed to 
entet the Secretariat, either in the 
South Block or the residence until Mr 
Kantilal approved them In other 
words the Piime Minister was a 
pnvoner of his personal staff, who 
weie all Kantilal Desai’s men And 
the main prinaplg of collecting 
money for the Party and other ex 
traneous purposes was to use this 
whole organisation en masse S ft T 
for privacy, aecunty/socrecy and 
other factors This firm, Consolidat¬ 
ed Padkera had three partners the 
top most brilliant man is Mr Israel 
Fnolf the second U Mr Joseph Her¬ 
man, tnen Mr Natham Rothe who 
was the Head of the Security of 
Israel and the Head of Intelligence 
of Israel and the Head of the Seni 
rily of the Israeli Airlinesr^rial— 
the mastermind and the perieci ex 
ecutioner of the Entebbe-exerose 
carried out bv the Israelis ■ 




The Secret Sex Life of the Sai Baba 




HAT can you sa]( about a 
wandering American who 
aells his home and hearth 
and comes to. India in 
search of new spiritual 
pastures—and stumbles headlong into 
a diabolic racket of miracle men and 
millionaires, which be exposes, wjites 
a book, collects his hardback royaffiles, 
and then catches the first hght home¬ 
wards, with tears in his eyes, mum¬ 
bling the nineteenth chapter the 
Book ul Revelations under his 
breath? 


Would you say that he is honestly 
and truly a champion vi truth, who 
has done society yeoman service by 
exposing the miracle man of Putta- 
parthi, at rejmrtedly considerable per¬ 
sonal risk? Would you say that this 
peripatetic American came to the 
land of yogis and snake channers, 
gurus and godmen to discover the 
hidden meaning of life—and was 
hopwlessly disappointed by the magic 
potion offered nun in the inner sanc¬ 
tums of Whitetield, where the dimi¬ 
nutive avatar resplendent in his 
bright red robe, Bronco Nagurski 
hair-do, and cherry pink lips reigned 
supreme with his baby talk and leger¬ 
demain? Or would you say that he is 
the stereotype oi the typical mixed- 
up young man from the west who 
was up to his neck in a harsh, mate¬ 
rialistic world of cut-throat competi¬ 
tion belara Calvinistic guik and exis¬ 
tential despair took over in predicta¬ 
ble symbiosis—and he chose to opt 
out, ri{;bt into the hirsute arms of a 
crazy, .Oravidian hermaphrodite who 
took ' ini on a magic ride through a 
sbort-„:vcd phantasy world of myth, 
miracle and mulUooloured lust? 

I. lor one. would rather believe 
that Tal Brooke, the mendicant tyro, 
is, .like the Sai Baba himself, an ex¬ 
pert bluff master who has made his 
millions 1^ charlatanry of the same 
genre, writing a book that is as crass. 
iTude and in abysmally >ad taste ai 
the books that the Biba sponsors 
biniself to line h;s nod - t'. and esta¬ 
blish his rix-denUii',.] at 'ndia’s most 
ciiarisinctjc appro^Jinat t to God 
ircarni.te. Quite I'ones' •, there is 
very little to choos' bet' m the two. 
Baba Ls obviousi.v r. ' .id even as 
be sits on bis millir'is Puttapartbi. 
Tal Brooke is a sc 'ir little neo¬ 
phyte who chances ir i the skele¬ 
tons in the Baba's n ob-, rd and tries 
to moke a quick L "k. .^md as the 
macabre spiritual cb ■ nc is play¬ 
ed out b»?S'.veen the < ii lous iumi- 
n.^ry and hi^' apostab • i‘. he who 

shells net its 'Hi to !> book is 

given fi ..',-f;side f.'kmp ihe ua 

iSiV!* il'lt* vlv 1^' ''Id, 

i.i' H&W, of {. <s indeed 

I,;;.'-, '., ., book to sw. ow and then 
1t' e.nei aboui once ou have >va 


By PRITISH NANDY 


deo through ns 408 execrable pages. 
K is the kind ot book that leaves you 
socthmg in rage lor days. A book 
that makes you indignant because a 
Stupid, suBiitcratc American rams 
down your esuphagu.s bis vague, dis¬ 
jointed precepvs ot Vcdantic philaso- 
piiy—and then docs a quick double- 
take to end up as a Jesus-freak. A 
freak Mr Brooke is, and quite un¬ 
abashedly. He lirst Ireaks out on a 
distant land. India—vviUmul a dm 



as to what it is all about. He then 
sells Ills soul to the Mephistopheles 
of Indian spiritual thought, follows It 
np by selling oft all his worldly pos¬ 
sessions in distant Virginia, and then 
takes a cheap Bight into India—to 
let his mendicant soul journey 
through the licsh, .spiritual landscape 
of our beautilul Hindu world, little 
realising that there are thugs, pick¬ 
pockets and godmen lurking in every 
corner and waiting tor the poor little 
fiiingec, lonely and wdvlo.si. 

Though Mr Brooke is delightfully 
had, in more senses than one, by the 
sensual Sai Baba at whose leet he 
throws himsclt in humble obeisance, 
he quickly recovers—and like the 
true-blue American that he is, finds 
love, solace and spiritual sympathy 
at Reverend Ivan Carroll’s, "where 
they all sang Cliristiua-s carols and 
nude themselves at home in a ge¬ 
nuine American household with 
chairs, tables, dressers, a coucli oi 
two, bric a-brac, a piano, and regular 
toilets”, thank heavens! So, tinally, 
Mr BiuoKe iinds lus spiritual tuliil- 
meut in lustily croaking "Rock of 
aaen ctejt lor nie” and catches ano- 
iner cheap night back to Unde Sam 
—wluJc* ine lonely, lusttul godnian 
waits like a praying manus tor his 
next uiingec victim. 

This story, typical as it is, replete 
wall LSI! trips, spiritual guilt, anust 
and nuu/rupe, quotes Ironi Yung, 
Blake, iiniersun and Manm Buber, 
Carlos Castaneda and the perennial 
Timotny la;ary, ambassador at large 
ot Uic campus drug syndrome, rele- 
rencGS to /«n Buodnisni. the Tibetan 
book ot the Dead, my»uc cosmolo¬ 
gies, Lleusmiau inmate'-, Paul TiUicfa, 
and Nad Yoga, Ikmteronomy and Do¬ 
nald uuck, and ot course 1 antra, the 
westein man's ultimate mind-blower, 
would have been just another tale of 
a village bumpKin biimbbng his way 
tlirougn the dangerous spiritual 
wuods ul India, where everyone of 
us IS waylcUd some day or tue other. 
But iai Brooke wrote a book there¬ 
at tc-i—and a smv.-?sstu! book if Vikas 
is tu be befit:'.’Vyj'-ig to expose 
not JUST the R.ifia but to prose¬ 
lytise—and that u -wnat uiakes all the 
ditterence between .lai' ete and for¬ 
tune-hunting. .Among many otbe( 
things in lus tome. Mr Brooke tries 
tu explain his view of Hinduism to 
us, tu rationalise tus sexual experi¬ 
ments with the Baba, justifying why 
precisely be allowed Baba’s nimble 
fingers to zip down fiis By in a mo¬ 
ment of devotional bliss, and why he 
subjected himself to the somewhat 
unusual experience of making it out 
with a real life hennapfiroditCj the 
Baba bimseli! 

Tc;i»',!ic in"ve;, laj ’.,j ' The ^or 
Snuii'cc. ,'«isid iio< eves', .'■uccesstully 
:i-.st>opfl if Uiiba’'- sexual overtures 





—and turned out to be almost a& 
frigid as a block of ice in a taran 
tula's grip! At crowded dsursbans, 
Baba would apparently seek out his 
favourite acolyte, sneak up bchmd 
bun along a crowded aisle of In¬ 
dians. and then stand directly ^ 
bind him with bis legs and inbe (and 
whatever else hermaphrodites have) 
pressed against Tal Brooke’s bottom, 
“pietcnding it was just an accident 
as he scanned the mass of devotees 
outside”—this faniibar gerlure, the 
connotations of which would be trans 
parent to even the most dumb- 
witted schoolboy, only served *0 
fuel a sense of spintual purpose” in 
Mr Brooke With similar Redneck 
logic, be saw an entiie spiritual um 
verse in Baba’s mystenous eyes, 
when the godman grabbed him m a 
velvet-draped piivate suite during an 
intimate audience, hugged him extra 
tight, panted heavily and “kept twis 
ting his pelvis espetiallv in the re 
gion ut the loins, nudging and twis¬ 
ting, twisUng and nudging”, cooing 
into his ears things like * What’s 
wiong' You do not like to hug’” Tal 
Brooke in his utter simplicity, per 
ceived this as an initiatory rite, a 
kind oi spintual love test bv the 
Baoa to <hcck if he had learnt to 
subjugate his libido 

Mind you such imredible paivcte 
(omis liom the same man who struts 
like a stuck up peacock in his pre 
taee to the book spreading out all 
his liathcis of wisdom He makes 
vou fell like an insignihcant worm 
as he flaunts his knowledge of Hin 
duism right befoie your eye^ and 
tells you that he knows the inwaids 
of th< faith better than Jim Ckirbett 
kii* w Kumaon oi Kana Pratap, Kent 
balgaih Brooke you realise, is one 
of tiio.se rate specimens who bad 
i onipi ehended the keinel of Advaita 
I sen befoie he could exclaim “Gee, 
Ihij IS a wonderful place to be in*” 
His backgiound was oh vo different 
fiom the usual westerner from his 
veiy eailv childhood he had expen 
enc^ the <>tinings of Kundalini 
Shdkli end in his twenties he had 
undergone the Nirvikalpa Samadhi 
in Rs full magnitude* 

‘ In India”, claims Brooke himselt, 
“I diffeied greatly from that so com¬ 
mon westerner who just wants to 
take a peek and then get out I was 
defensive on India's behalf befoie 
my own countrymen (though honestly 
critical as well) and should I ever 
detect arrogance on the face of my 
countrymen In regard to India, I 
would assail them bitterly” After 
all be had travelled the globe "as 
the son of a highly gifted man of 
letters, who was also a diplomat” 
"I bad tasted numerous cultures and 
climes and found areas in tny soul 
that wete able to absorb them all 
My family was agnostic, so I had to 
seek out from scratdi the spintual 
answeis for existence” A worthy 
leason to come out to India, true 
One IS further impressed wlieo one 
IS told that Mr Brooke even brought 
along with him a letter from one Sri 
Bhjvv minda who is supposed to be 
thf hi id of the Ranukiishna Math 
in London who wrote that in his 


opinion our hero was eminently ready 
for sanyas because he knew such 
intimate details about the bves of 
Ramakiishna’s disaples—Tunyanan- 
da, Premananda, Biamananda, Vive- 
kananda and the rest* Apparently, 
sastns, pundits and swamis all over 
India found Mr Brooke a “young 
master” who had “true undeistand 
ing” of everything Hindu 

With ciedentials such as thc», 
and amic-d with all his spiritual wis 
doin, almost burvtmg at the seams 
with supeihuinan Vedaiitic power 
oui hero hopped into a jet plane and 
flew across the Atlantic to the land 
of Shankarachaiya and the Buddha, 
tc satisfy his passion to know the 
tiuvh, to see for himself the foun 
taiubcad of knowlcKlgi Significantly 
he lauded m Delhi on October IS 
1969—and somehow his luck ran out 
on him the minute he walked mto 
the YMCA hostel on the outskirts of 
Connaught Place Ho found the lates 
exoibitant and began despising the 
pool little clerk who sat behind the 
reception counter And because our 
poor Mr Brooke like any human 
bcMnfl, was tired of jet lag and full 
of sleep he let the .dnnaline in his 
blood get the better of his trained 
Vedantic mind All that he could do 
pool man, was to go to a cheapci 
hotel and watch a wise b/aid make 
fates at him while he tried to dcs 
perately get his much needed forty 
winks , , 

While h*. cxioled his heels in tms 
sleazy joint, our hero cxintmued tus 
musings—and I quote here an ex 
ample of hia petulance and pu rid 
prose “The (hotel) room was so 
humid that it was bke floating on a 
cx>rk in a thermos bottle of hot 
bouilloD A bfe saver would have 
melted on a table in about tbiee 
minut^is Not only Ihst but whai 
must have been a good bed now ^nk 
ngbl down to the flooi bke a ham 
mock and if vou tried to lie on your 
side It was bke a sustained yogic 
postuic on a bed of nails because the 
springs came through the mattress 
like burs and made sue* a loud noise 
fliat they sounded bke the day shift 
at an iron foundry I watciied the 
targe blades of the ceibng fan spin 
around, and soon noticed the road 
maps of cracks networked across the 
whole ceiling and down the walls 1 
also noticed fleeting movement at 
the periphery of my vision 'hen 1 
moved my eyes to catoh the 'lu ter 
ing. It stopped Suddenly tio now 
where, 1 saw the souice of th' uove 
ment Fluttering again, then f ezini 
I saw a larflie lizard It r- alont 
the ceibng with as much case ■» niosr 
creatures move along the g’-^und 
pictured it losing its grip at night 
light above my head, falling on mv 
face, or worse, m my opi n mouth, 
where it might flutter foi a while 
and leave an ampu ated tail to dance 
on my epiglottis ’ Such p losophis 
mg oy our hero ii veals ih c cardi 
nal jruths one that he is >rone to 
hallccinatioins in taumici < nditions 
two, he vmes stai gcnngl, id prose, 
three, he sleeps with hH mouth open 
•aiO pjj 1 , 1 / t eii snoics* 

How sad how t*' ’ 'bly heartbreak 


ing jbat OUT demi-god who had 
through the entire process of reabs 
mg Kundabni Shekti while he was 
sbll bopping in and o t of a Mphe^ 
onre plw-pen should send up aiKn 
loud and long wails o'* dJsgtu^ ^ 
very day he arrives lE the country 
01 tus dreainal 

'•om Delhi Brooke went to Riste- 
kes. and was left uauri'n’essed Iqr 
the « 4 (mfioenoe of the timalayfan 
I ang<, even as the otii' foreign 
toun were going Into fi’> fledged 
liv‘ »ei at the very sight of I’ll.' snow* 
'dppee eaks. Even the MaVn''!! 
Mancst 'ogi, who had swm tie 
Beatles a Mia Farrow off 'Ifiir 
feel, ooe not make our friend 
budge eve' ? angle mibmetre 'tad 
disappoin with the north of it i, 
Biooke dici ecasely what every 
ed up Ame- stn does—^hc hoe 
straight for • where he discovt '* 
that he lo hippies were f *■ 
beneath his c te well-bred fe 
So he left Calan, beach and he, j- 
ed towards bustb.. Bombay, ‘m a 
last bid to searot. "or a spiritual 
dynamo” that wou recharge h:s 
soul battenes. . . , 

In the cosmopoUta hubbw m 
Bombay Tal Brooke rer sed that he 
was destined to see cat Sai BuM. 
the miiadc man of Putviparthl, fuu 
time avatar and (Jod ic’craate, and 
so he promptly dropped 'iis plant « 
shaking hands with Kn. imaniur™ 
(who must have been busier shaking 
he fragile hands of Parvecn Bam), 
and abandoning hopes of landing 
mniself at the Aurobindo Asm am at 
Pondiobtrry or even the good old 
even if w’ll worn, Ramknshna Math 
at Calcutta, he decided<-to head for 
t ® India and the portals 'll 

Sai Baba’s residence But oh for ijhis 
wive decision jon would have never 
toigiven the young pundK, who 
schooled in a schizophrenic world of 
metaphysics and ooadeotal 
I-iD trips was about to begin the 
most dangerous part of hht journey 
through the spirit' al landscape of 
this country And despite the picares- 
ciue rumble-tumble, in and out of oed- 
ourtul locales, the sex interest, the 
villainy and the cximic rehef, the 
intrigues and he heartbreaks, '”i] 
Brooke emerges as the vain effete 
peacock, a counterfeit tugboat, trymg 
<0 sail through the ocean of sairsara 
True, the Baba gets off no letter- 
but that IS another story. 

N Bom’ ay «t the "’’uali 
est of ’ ote.s, t'-" --j . 
wi,y Inoian -wi v* arfij 
our here’s mosc/— nine 
iyou Tal B ooke kne' ab 
while ^at h'" w goic'' to get 
ok' <1 but was only ; nng o sec ’f 
*11. yogic intuition was urcking i' 
ight - - and so when the etem. 
vagabond arrived at VTuteSeld hv 
Icll at thi feel of Shii Sa’bya ,>a. 

a firUung in hb 
■ Baba v.'s 'Mcnow 
Tg He gav bitn . 
id chimed ‘HellcMo 
hat’' wrong, some 
tomac*!’'” Our her» 
>ssed lie., an n, 
credible demonstration ul psyohic 
>owii and smiled shyly l«efore reply 




U't 


Baba wit* not 
(jocket liul t ■ 
ing and lU loi i 
i/eat tic Till 
Kuwui.cei ' * 

ickncvi. . 1 in, 
vds .nuca imp 



iag with aome emban-Bssment, “Yeah, 
Baba!" aiooe he had been having 
stomach trouble, despite bis dtet of 
Nirvikalpa Samodhis, switching from 
one brand of bacillary dysentery to 
another, witb probably the occasional 
amoeba to boot. 

While he was trying desperately to 
recover from the traumatic ex¬ 
perience of the all-knowing Baba 
predicting the precise state of his 
rather sensitive stomach, the psychic 
onsiaught continued. Ibe Baba wav 
cd a bond in the air and produced 
as he is often prone to, vitmuti from 
apparently nowhere—and then radiat 
ed his much discussed magnetic 
force, thus reducing our hero to 

8 liable pUsticene in his divine hands. 

inoe Mr Brooke was convinced that 
only Sai Baba, with his mellifluous 
voice and his raspy Ear ha Kitt In¬ 
tonation. could redeem his soul and 
show him the straight and nan'ow 
path of righteousness, he went all out 
to be the Baba’s beau. It mattered 
little how the other rival Yankees at 
the ashram, led by Gill, felt about 
fal Brooke's intrusion into the inner 
sanctums of Sai Baba’s ashram and 
heart. Our hero had already made 
up his mind to accept the Baba as 
hb guru—after the stomach predic¬ 
tion and the vibhuti! And the crafty 
Sal, once be bad convinced his newest 
and presumably ^be handsomest 
American bhakiUi with voodoo and 
magic, mellifluous voice and k^arde- 
mam that he was the greaest, “the 
only real, spiritual dynamo of India’’, 
set out stealthily qo satisfy his long 
suppressed carnal instincts, if we are 
to believe Tal Brooke. For even as 
the magic man told hia dlsdples bv 
day that life was like an ocean of 
waves and to croa it we have to 
seek a lifeboat In God, by night he 
would grab the occasional ^ianya in 
the dani corridors of hla ashrsm and 
pull down his fly. 

For days now the tendarast part 
of Mr Brooke bad been fortressed 
“like tl;e wall of Ghina around the 
'.ample of Solomon" and almost no 
one was allowed into the oocklea of 
his battered heart. But the Baba wai 
difiereat. He bnrice down all barriers 
wth his simple playnilaeM and bit 
Krishila-Uka charm. Brooka was 
swept off hb feet by Baba'a love and 
innocence. 

“Witb quick bristling movements 
Baba’s Mwn swept by me as he 
moun eo the stage on tiny, obild- 
ailed feet. He sat on tbs Boor on 
the platform, aupportiof himaelf 
with an ex ended arm, wMi feet 
curled ua beneath him...Baba was an 
Immortal Bower, Stronger then any¬ 
thing on the oontinent, ha didn’t 
need to come^o-steong, yet could 
probably melt the centre of Ae moon 
with one single titanic thought...Baba 
■poke. 'God b love. God b 
everything', cutting to the core of 
everything in utter atmpUdty. ‘God 
b Um the sun and man b Uke a 
flower. The eun amnes on the Bower 
end the flower grows towards the sum 
becoming beautiful and giving off 
sweet nectar. The nectar b Brema—• 
love--God's love. Love b one. save b 
God." 
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Having thus caught our hero in 
bis magic web m allegory and 
saccharine talk, the Baba dended to 
accost him alone, during the course 
ol a private audience. And despite 
all the previous love tests and bottom- 
pinching games that the guru and 
sbbhyd had played with each other, 
Tal Brooke now realised for the first 
time what the Baba’s actual inten- 
'ions were. But let me leave it to 
Mr Brooke to describe the incident 
in his own words here. 

“We embraced automatioally. 
Hb wiry cloud of hair surround¬ 
ing my face. I wondered what kind 
of deep soul-clcan.sing was going 
on Then huge force surged from 
Baba to me, almost visibly sperk- 
ing... 

Baba reached out to embrace me 
again, pulling me in strongly. Ibe 
musing voire pondered Baba's 
comment, ‘Tlhere b no male or 
female'. The embrace of Badha 
Krbhna, the avatar of the Dwarka 
Yuga and his lover, was the highest 
resolution of two polarities. And 
since the avatar was trans-sexual, 
hb embrace of Arjuiia was rough- 
Iv equivalent, wih everything but 
the basics taken away... 

Yet 1 couldn't quite tell who was 
in the male mode more, and who 
was in the female or passive. I 
always identified my.self as dbf inct- 
ly and invariably male. And there 
was a femimne dimension to Baba, 
whom many devotees abo worship 
ped the divine mother Yet he 
had an exceedingly strong male 
aspect as well. And avatars in¬ 
variably oaine as males, after all. 

Baba's nudging pelvb stopped. 
Then suddenly a hand unzipped 
my fly, with tee fadle smoothness 
of turning a doorknob, and went 
into my pants, as though it knew 
the location of each stitch of doth 
and each zipper stub. Then, like 
an adder returning home at dusk, 
the hand burrowed into the mv tb 
of my underpants... 

Baba’s hips continued to shift 
again as he squeezed a rather 
limp organ, that had about as 
much interest in rising up as it 
desired a bath in liquid helium. 
It was frozen out, ana not even a 
legion of nude Arab women could 
thaw it out at this point in less 
than several days of total aoUtude. 

Baba’s rapid breathing did not 
exactly renter lethargy or unex- 
dtement. voice of reason pro¬ 
posed, ‘He’s cooling your beat 
centre, taking on your sins, and 
purimni your lower diakra’. How¬ 
ever Beoneck logic also sat on the 
iudldary board, mumbling subsur¬ 
face before I could censor the 
embarrassing thoughts from leak¬ 
ing out. 

'Man, 1 sure hope all that squees- 
ing is purification because if it 
ain’t. Jack—and that's a strange 
wav to be purifying it—^u’ve 
(dekfld the wrong guy. It’d be a 
lot easier if you^ lust radiate the 
thing from outside my pants, 
ftnnufcow it juet looks bad the 
way you're dclsg it “ 

Anyosie in his seasc£ lustead ol 


debating over the situation and its 
divine concomitants, would have kick¬ 
ed the Baba hard on the shin and 
run for his life. But our hero b 
made of much stranger stuff. 

Having thus passed the initiation 
with flymg colours, so what if the 
rooster refused to rise to the occasion, 
Mr Brooke began to slowly gather a 
lot of power Jn Sai Baba’s ashram 
and before long became the Baba’s 
very favourite disdple, much to the 
chagrin of the veteran shishvas. 
Brooke was one of those very few 
who were allowed a private audience 
any time he wanted it. He travell¬ 
ed witb the Baba from WhitefieW to 
all the major dties of India, watched 
milliims come to worship the avatar, 
continued to be awe-struck bs' his 
mirades, and sat at hb lotus feet, 
almost nibbing hb oheek on the 
Baba’s thigh, singing bhajans lustily. 

He was abm to also get an intimate 
glimpse into the down-to-earth busi¬ 
ness sense that thb over-sexed god- 
man dbplayed. He dbcovered that 
the Baba's material power was almost 
as great as his spiritual strength. He 
ran the entire operations at his as¬ 
hram like a well-organist indus^ 
The massive celebrations during 
Guruparav, Shivratri and other such 
festivab took jpoor Tal Brooke’s 
breath away. He was overwhelmed 
Iw Baba's love and shackled to his 
charity. He withstood the petty 
wrangles and ashram inUrigues plutt 
ed by Phil and Prem and Mark and 
Wendel and resisted the wratti of 
Raja Reddy, an old hand at the game, 
who vyas jealous ot hb intimacy with 
the Sai Baba. But once the dust of 
inagir had settled, the hysteria faded 
and the ^rms ran dry, Tal Brooke, 
poor devil, was not too sure of his 
devotion. The same man who had 
almost kissed Sai Baba’s feet and 
hailed him lord and master was slow¬ 
ly turning into a selfish namak- 
barom. “For a while I received ex¬ 
traordinary attention from Baba, but 
something inside me was slowly 
crumbliDg. Occasionally there were 
distractions...A deeper feeling of un¬ 
easiness swept through my soul, I 
knew that 1 was caught in an inner 
war of faith. And what 1 longed for 
more than ever was some kmd of 
^{ritual drama to turn my mind’s 
eye from the eye of tee hurricane.’’ 

It needed a series of secret plan- 
diette sessions, occult forays, night¬ 
mares and gory dreams, and the help 
of a fellow white-skinned yogi Surya 
Das, and the ever-faithful missiona¬ 
ries, tee delightfully old-fashioned 
Carrous of Bangalwe, to finally drive 
Into hb muddled head that the Baba 
waa only a paosing phase and Jesus 
was the true guoixuan of his soul. 
Overnight the Vedanta of hb child- 
hood was f<H*gotten. The Nirvikalpa 
Senutdhi faded. And In the twinkl- 
iBi an eye Hindu meitapfaysics gave 
way to hla eve^ready Cbrutian zeal. 
And the Baba, aadly, like a fMUng 
Sbylock, became aynonymous with 
Satan; as Jeaua to(^ over. 

“Early that morning I reaolved in 
my heart that I would break through 
to Baba .Mounting with'n was 
that l^ine.- fi>*e teat stop# at w barri¬ 
er. ihb time to aettle aomeUung once 



ana for all, though 1 was not sure 
how yet... Within my heart I felt 
nausea, revulsion, a deep Indignation 
of the ^irit. As though the spirit 
that inhabited the bright-robed body 
was. so putrid, so foul, so horrifying 
that if the crowd of disciples could 
for a second see K denuded, they 
would wail in horror, they would 
so-eam and run in terror... Suddenly 
he really reminded me of a diminu¬ 
tive aunt Jemima, a wrangling ^di 
who had lost authorRy over me and 
now had to bluff. ’Rowdie, complete 
spoil. Go, get out here...’ I had seen 
this sort of thing crush people. Per¬ 
haps he thought that it would crush 
me but I began to smile inwardly.” 

llic final discovery that Baba was 
a closet queen—a bcrmaphrodRc— 
snapped the last links. Patrick, an 
Anglo-Indian shishya with long hair 
and good looks, came for the Baba’s 
darshan with a group of Americans 
on a dhamia kick. One look at the 
sensual Patrick, and the Baba app¬ 
arently called him in for a private 
interview session. After his usual 
materialising tricks and telling Patrick 
his inner secrets, the Baba apparent¬ 
ly attacked his fly and took out 
whatever poor Patrick had to offer, 
little realising that he was no Ameri¬ 
can on a brief visit but the boy who 
lived down the lane. 

Patrick, only seventeen, horny and 
perhaps a little naive, was curious to 
see the whole thing through—and it 
was this liberal curTousity of his that 
finally exposed this most hidden secret 


of Whitefleld. “Baba lifted his robe 
and inserted the thing. That’s right. 
Maybe he’s got a woman’s organ and 
a man’s organ down there. Yeah, a 
hermaphrodite. But he honestly in¬ 
serted it. Patrick said it felt just like 
a womans... Just at the moment 
fore .Patrick was through. Baba pull¬ 
ed him out and collected his semen 
in a little vvhite handkerchief... Baba 
then told him that the whole world 
lay in the palm of his hand, and that 
everything Patrick wanted, he could 
have. That Baba was planning a 
special posRion for .him, like Raja 
Reddy. That Patrick could move in 
and live there, and be with Baba to 
spread his mission throughout the 
world. Suddenly Patrick didn’t give a 
ho^. He may have even laughed 
aim told Baba that he was from just 
down the road, and that he wasn’t 
2 vcn an American.” 

Patrick was apparently not alone. 
Other than our hero and Patrick 
there were many others similarly 
“purified” by the Baba, according to 
this book. There was Wcndel and 
Phil; there was Alpine Schwartz, a 
tall dude' wRh a blue .ski cap, who 
described how Baba pulled hi.s draw¬ 
ers down during a.,private interview, 
on the pretext of cleansing it of its 
“heat”. There was Gordon, the jewel 
cutter from Los Angeles, who ran out 
of a private audience, screaming and 
panic-stricken when the Baba pulled 
down his fly and “started to go to 
town”. 

After all this, it is not surprising 


that our hero kept seeing 866 each 
time he looked M the Baba and start¬ 
ed thinking of Satans and anti¬ 
christs eadi time he watched tin 
miracle man at work. atarts hv 
quoting the twentyfourth chapter et 
Matthew and thereafter the barrage 
nf biblical auotations continues un¬ 
abated. WHn the hardcore devotion 
(and naivete) with which this aimple- 
minded American had thrown him 
self at the Baba’s feet, he does a 
quick double-take and finds himself 
at the feet of his new raessiah, the 
lord Jesus^ Quist. What surprises 
one is the incredible speed with which 
he .shift.s the gears of his faith, from 
Sai Miajans to Rock of Ages in less 
than 48 hours of knowing that he 
was no longer the -Baba’s favourite 
stud I 

Alas, again our hero has been had! 
From the Taj Mahal h^I ,to White- 
head ashram, Mr Brooke is waylaid 
again and again—at the very foun¬ 
tainhead of Vedantic wisdom. It is 
not surprising therefore that he 
catches the first flight homewards— 
but not before he sold a manuscript 
lo Vikas, which they later published, 
profRcd from, and paid sizable royal¬ 
ties for. Sai Baba will perhaps sur¬ 
vive this book, and cariY on his 
trade. About Tal Brooke I am not 
so sure. 


Sai Baba, Lard of the Air by Ta( 
Brooke; Vikas Publishing House Pvt 
Ltd. New Delhi; Rs 75 



Other men- 
for what it ck>es 



Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool, refreshing, excitingly different I 


Feel it brace your skin with 
a crisp tingling freshness. 
Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave 
IS spiced with an exclusive 
new fragrance. For a bold * 

masculine appeal that’s hard to J 
resist. And even harder to forget, a 
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The censorship game 


Calcutta TV is its new playground 



A recording session m progre** 


O N August 31. Doordarshan Ken 
dra. Calcutta, telecast tbeir rr 
gular halt-hour programme m Ben 
gall, DnslMiion (Viewpoint), at 810 
p.m The partiapanis Mr Sankar 
Ghosh (Jt Editor, Atmrtta Bazar Pa 
trtka) and Mr Barun Sengupia (Poll 
Ucal Correspondent, Ananda Bazar 
Patrtka) Moderator Mr Sudbangsu 
Dasgupta (law professor, Calcutta 
Umversit}) Subject. Mid-lerm poIU 
Unfortunately this half hour pro¬ 
gramme never completed its halt 
hour Towards the end of the dis¬ 
cussion, halfway through Mr Ghosh’s 
submissions, amp went the TV sds 
son — and with it, a major chunk 
of Mr Barun Sengupta's views, which 
followed, as well. The question bad 
related to the possible results In the 
now Lok bahha and to the possibi¬ 
lity of inBaUon being made an issue 
ui the forthcoming elections Mi 
Ghosh had felt that the minorities’ 
vote may go in favoui of Mrs Gan 
dhl and against Charan Singh. Mr 
. Sengupta’s slews had been that Mrs 
f Gaadhi was likelj to win, with 
Charan Singh coatinf in second only 
and that, dwpsta Left support He 
foU that Mrs Gandhi would gain 
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absolute majoiity unl< ss Jagjivan 
Ram snatibed away Hanjan votes 
from bci He added that CPI(M) 
would do well in West Bengal All 
this was deleted Instead, confused 
viewers were led with stills from 
lovely nature tor some six minutes, 
before TV went on to a music pro¬ 
gramme No regrets “owing to un 
avoidable aicumstances’’, no apolo 
gies, no explanations, no nothing 
TV' maintained that “what had 
been ictorded had been shown’’ and 
tbc> had ‘ nothing more to say’ The 
next day however, Miss Mu a 
Mozoomdar, Director, Doordarshan 
Kendra. Calcutta, stat^ that sbo bad 
an objection to Baiunbabu’s views 
and felt that it they were telecast 
they could create unhappy political 
loartions fiom certain pobtical 
Paitus Adding that she had obtain 
cd the pel mission ot Baiunbabu 
piioi to the cuts she saia that the 
cuts were of four minutes only Un 
iortunatelv they did not have the 
Uiiie to cut at tho time of recording 
or befoic telecasting so it had to be 
done while it was being telecast—but 
nftiu (onstderable deliberation 
Ihe participants, it has been veil- 


bci had met betore the rccxirding, at 
the IV centre and had discussed the 
outline of the entire programme in 
the piesence of Mr Debangsu Bando 
pddhyay the producer of the pro- 
giainmc It has also been verified 
trum the three participants that they 
well only asked to avoid abusive re- 
tcrences to any person or institution, 
a noi iiial TV norm otherwise, there 
were no obiections Ihe qustloBS to 
be asked and their senal order were 
also set out pievtouslj/ — and the 
piogramme had pioce^ed exactly 
according to the preset format, and 
was iccorded between 4 30 pm and 
5 00 pm the same day as the tele 
cast 

Mi Sengupta states in his letter m 
Ananda Bazar Patnka (September fei 
that as far as he knows. Miss 
Moiootiidai was a witness to the 
entin recording (wheic retakes arc 
uidcicd whenever necissary) and she 
also ‘.poke to the parluipints foi a 
couple of minutes attci the recording 
— but no apprehensions were raised 
At 7 45 pm, bowc ver Mr Sengupta 
received a call at his office from Mr 
Bandopadhyav, telling hun that his 
lefcrenres rcgaiding Mrs Gandhi 
“violated 7\' norm' and could we 
cut that portion please ' Mr Sen¬ 
gupta repbed that be would prefoi 
that the whole thing be telecast, but 
could not ptessun/c them if there 
wore any problems with TV norms 
He therefore permitted the offending 
Ime to bo deleted ‘ Did they take 
my permission to cut my entire 
answer to the last question (which, 
jccuiding to him, constituted ncaily 
oO per cxnt of his entire discussion 
in the piogramme)^’* asks Mr Sen 
gupta 

Both Mr Sengupta and Mr Ghosh 
hold that all depended on the ques¬ 
tion asked—and this had been prein 
vvously set out "The answers were 
only to be expected and they 
couldn’t have been anything but 
that,’’ said Mi Ghosh “It was obvi¬ 
ously an afterthought,*’ said Mr Das 
gupta, the questioner, and clanbed 
that questions wcic asked according 
to previous discussion bankarbabu 
and I spoke on similai lines on FV 
m 1977, too’ says Mr Sengupta, “and 
we had predicted that CPI(M) would 
win the Vidhan Sabha elections No 
one objected to (bat, and that pro¬ 
gramme was not cut m the middle I" 
Ml Sengupta feels that if certain 
people ore invited and asked for 
their oninions they have to be honest 
about it — and censoring these opt 
niuns in the manner done can create 
problems Mr Ghosh commented . 

No special directives were given to 
us and in my earlier proiffammei, 
too T have b^n told that there are 
nu ustrictions except the usual ’TV 
norms’’ Asked whether bis permla* 
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Ston had been sought, be denied it, 
saying that they rang him up only 
to apoiogize the next day though 
“Barun had rung me and told me 
about it” (both of them had not 
actually seen the programme). “See¬ 
king permission before rutting K, is 
perhaps a question propriety, not 
legality,” he added, “l^v have the 
to cut, they have their limita¬ 
tions; but as a journalist, I feel they 
should not invite people like us in 
such cases.” 

The moderator, Mr Dasgupta. too, 
was informed only three days later 
(tiept. 3) and admits that he has 
never seen a programme coming “to 
such an abruM end” before. “Their 
stress to play down controversy is 
not unusual, and generally, the pro¬ 
gramme Is not interfered with. 1 
remember having spoken about un¬ 
employment on TV in *75, and the 
points were not in support of the 
Oovernment. but nothing was cut”. 


Mr Dasgupta who has been alvoad 
many times on sponsored study 
tours, on town planning and legal 
institutions, feels that it is his “per¬ 
sonal belief based on what 1 have 
seen in European oountries that the 
best way for the media to remain 
above politics is to give fullest ex¬ 
pression to all pohtkal views—there, 
the Government is lambasted. I sup¬ 
pose things are not the aame here, 
it will take our media a long time 
to adopt European standards." Pfa- 
^ Bharati Bill and all that. What 
is clear is that Miss Moaomndar cen¬ 
sored the views irf the partiapants— 
on whose instructions is not dear. 
Certainly, no directive could have 
come from Delhi, as the programme 
was recorded in the afternoon of the 
day it was broadcast, so perhaps 
someone at the State level had got 
upset 

ANIL GROVER. Calcutta 


told”. The stadentg then began to 
aing the customary St Stephen’# 
“blacksmith song” and dance. There 
was also a fair exdiange of phosals 
over the barbed wire, ihe Miranda 
House girls were an enthusiastic 
audience and in a sudden fit of bra¬ 
vado, one of die boys apparently be- 

6 an to strip. In strong oontrast, the 
ostelites in the Post Graduate 
Women’s Hostel were horrified and 
began to scream and plead with their 
vnrden, Mrs S. Sanwal, to put an 
to the striptease. 

^Mrs Sanwal telephoned Dr A. S. 
Kukia, the Dean Student Welfare, 
and informed him of the goings-on 
outside her hostel. Since this hap 
pened to be on Chhatra Road, wbidi 
IS a public road and does not come 
under the Delhi University, Kukia 
consulted Acting ViceChancellor Dr 
R. C Mehrotra if diey could call the 
police to intervene If it had been 
within the campus area, Kukia add¬ 
ed, he would have expelled them 
immediately. When the police arriv¬ 
ed, the boys ran off in different direc¬ 
tions. Only eight pf the 60 whc 
were present were arrested. Dr 
Kukia adamantly maintained: “It 
is beyond doubt that these students 
were indulgmg in something immo- 
'al, unethical and obscene. As Uni¬ 
versity offiaais it is our duty to 
mair lin peace m tbe campus. This 
is j ' a demimstrative action to 
ward off future inddents of the 
same nati e.” He added quickly : 
“I w-,h v'e could take stronger 
actr so no student would ever 
dar 'eh. -e like this. One of the 
stuo IS ..Tested even bad the auda 
dty 'o threaten the Station Officer, 
as 1 , father is a Commissioner. All 
the- > children of high offidals think 
the' can get away with an.-tbrng." 

W n reminded that the Miranda 
Hou gi. did not seem to express 
any disapproval, but were '* the 
contrary displaying obvious aii'iucia- 
tion, Kukia said they had to) < the 
Principal of Miranda House to ry 
out an internal enquiry “as the i os- 
tehtes had misbehaved as much « 
the St Stephen’s boys”. The g.rls 
had gone so far as to taunt he 
police by shoutmg ■ “Police ir ‘a- 
bad, Poliw hat, hai!” when they 
t beg.’ 1 to arrest the boys. After the 
n boys, were taken to the Rostaianara 
» Pol ,e Station, they were bailed 'it 
? by the Vioe-Prinapal, J H Hala, ''n 
® a surety of Rs 2.000 and persor 
bonds per student Curiously, h 
Bbaskara discovered this his bras 
nameplate was missing and hau 
obviously been stolen oy the, boys 
since they were the only ones in the 
polic stul-un that mght When he 
spree 1 t. word, that be would 
cmaree the students with theft un¬ 
less he plate was returned, it vvas 
safely deposited bade at the polke 
station the very next day. 

The police admitted that smw 
they do not have any evidence theii 
case relies heavily on witnesses, but 
they hoped to put up the case m 
court in a few days. According to 
one of tbe freshers who was a parti¬ 
cipant none at tbe students were 
totally unclothed, in fact all the 


Convention stripped 
bare 


Some liked it. some didn’t 

glGHT students of Delhi Univer¬ 


sity's prestigious St. Stephen’s 
ide the 


I'S 

College were arrested outside the 
Miranda House gate on September 
5, 1979 The charges were unlawful 
assembly and public obsoemty Some 
claim It was a toucii of midnight 
madness, some say it was tbe soar¬ 
ing temperature during the day and 
some say that it was done in utter 
playfulness So be it, but the eight 
students arrested under Section 147 
and ^94 oi the Indian Penal Code, 
if (onvicted. cannot ever apply for 
any post in the Central Services. 
Since St Stephen’s College is repu¬ 
ted to produce 40 students annumly 
who qualify tor the Central Services. 


even eight seems a considerable 
number. 

As there was not a single news¬ 
paper reporter jK-esent at the time 
of the incident, all eyewitness ac¬ 
counts have come from spectators 
nie Indian Expreat report about 
‘cdtcfaiug tbe St Stephen’s boys with 
their pants down* seems a little far 
fetciied, as even S M. Bbaskara, 
Station House Officer, Roshianara 
Pobce Station admitted . ‘"Ibere 
was only one boy when we arrived, 
who was undotb^, but that too, we 
only .saw the silhouette. ’’ Accord¬ 
ing to one of the St Stephen’s fresh¬ 
ers who participated in the midnight 
spectacle, 12 final year students 
dragged these freshers to the back 
gate of Miranda House, “whkii was 
a traditional iite, or so we were 


7 he backaate of Mtranda Housv whare the inaderU took placa 
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newspajKr w^e ^Idly «• seems to have ocxairred in the uni- dioose the first eleven. Most oonspi* 

aggerated be daimed. pic fresh' versity for the past six years. In cuous was the forward line where 

to Iheir Prind- 1973, however, the then joint sccre- nine players were vying with each 
pal, W. S. Rajpal, that since they tary of DUSU, Prithpal Singh was other for the four berths available, 
were wing raggra they could not arrested and convicted for raping a Ultimately, the sheer force ol iium* 
^ responsiWe for the inadcnt. student. There was the Kuidip hers proved to be the bane ot the 
Dr Kukla asserted : Even ragging Narang case too in which a few pw- club. Forces within the club were 
has certain ethi^. I have been re- pie carrying an airgun would terrify divided on what the final composition 
ceiving these di^ stones for so girls returning to their hostel after of the team should be. This was com* 
many u V never been dark. The police traced the car as plicated further by the enforced ab- 

r , ?L, belonging to the welHcnown indus- sence of Harjmder Singh due to an 

old-fashionea. In UK or Anaerica, if trialist Kuidip Narang, but could not injurv. And, finally, confusion was 
students walk anmnd semi^othed, identify the people driving the vehl- coninunded by the failure of some of 
It is not consraered unusual bji their clc. There was loud discussion the kev player."! to click to foiin. 
wardew. It is a part of thmr cul- in Parliament on the matter, as Mr lliere was also an elenient ot bad 
ture, Mt hCTe it is sbomng. Narang is reported to be extremely luck. The league issui" could have 

Mr Rajpal, who is himself very close to Mr Sanjay Gandhi. The been derided in East Bengal’s favour 
British in his mmnmsms said incident was hushed up after Mrs on the day they met Mohuii Bagao. 

diplomatically : “This is a _ family Narang came and apologised to the But a tale of iuis.sed chances forced 

affair. I do not want to criticise or Dean on behalf of her husband. a draw. Aflt'i Mohuii Bagan had won 

support nay boys in public. You are The students’ attitude on the their match against Muhaminudan 
pee, however, to gather whatever whole seemed to be of total approval Spurting, East llengal again flounde- 

information you want from the boy® — a Stephenian mumbled: “It was rod on the rock of maiksiiianship, 

themselves.” Acoprding to one of a social affair. No bitchiness invol- failing to scoic against thi‘ latter 

the freshers, 12 of the final year stu- ved, you know. The girls loved it.” side. Despite winning all then other 

dents have already been suspended a Miranda hostelite candidly stated : matches. Last Bengal had tu be cun 

until further notice. And another “Why are they raising such a hue tent with the seiund position lu ifio 

student claimed, the Principal _ had and cry over the St Stephen’s boy.s? league. Their supporters swallowed 
also demanded a complete list of n wa.s all done in a playful manner this disappointment in llic hope that 
all the boys who were present, warn- and it was part of the ragging that the IFA Sliield would bung them 
ing that more severe punishment they have had in their rollege for joy. This liope soaied to gi eater 
would be meted out otherwise. years. What if they did strip ?” she heights when East Bengal bi'at a 

Meanwhile, the rest of the univer- quipped. “I am not saying they did, tough South Ko'rean outfit m the tic 

sity students were occupied with the but even so, it didn’t quite lake away breaker of theii senu hnal match 

more serious matter of DUSU (Delhi our virginity. It couldn’t possibly Conversely Moliun Bagan, who were 

University Students Union) eler hurt us in any way. To arrest them fortunate in winning the league, had 

tioas in which 50,000 students would for such a minor incident .seems an easy passage to the IFA Shield 

cast their votes. On the whole, the absurd,” she added. final. They encountcied Kahghat in 

papers declared the voting extrtOTely their first match and then made short 

peaceful. No uuscemlv indden MANDIRA PURIE New Delhi work of Mohammedan Sporting with 

a ^spldv of speed and tbiusl that 
]eft the black aiid-whiU* shirts ol the 


Mohun Bagan supreme 

The champions have reached their goal 

M ohun Bagan haven’t had il so ot which was a set of playeis who 
good m years. Starting out as a had taken the field together for about 
probable also-ran, the club swept all three years. When the league started 
opposition aside to win the Calcutta in May, the entire focus was on East 
Senior Division League and then the Bengal. The club bad leauitcd six 
prestigious IFA (Indian koolball outstation players in one year—some- 
Assoaation) Shield to mark Its se- thing unheaid ot since the early Fil- 
cond successive “double” lu Calcutta. ties. The reputation ol each playei 
And this with a team, the only virtue was such that it was a problem to 


A tussle for ‘?i« ball durmg the IFA fmal 



Mohammedan Sporting standing. The 
3-1 result was nut a true ludex ot 
Mohun Bagan’s .supenoiity 

But better things weic tu Juliow 
for their tans. The final, on Septem¬ 
ber 16, 1979, was expected to be a 
tough fight fui supremacy. Instead, 
spectators saw the unfamiliar specta¬ 
cle of East Bengal lumbiiiig and 
sweating from the start and Mohun 
Bagan attacking m tremendous wa¬ 
ves. If Mohun Bagan had succeeded 
in converting the ’sittcis' they rca-i- 
ved, the result would have been 
closer tu six rathci than the h>nc-goal 
victory that they ultimately athieved. 
Such complete (iumiii.inie has seldom 
been seen on the (.alcutta maidan. 

...And so, one mure sea.vm has 
come to an end in Calcutta, a s(‘ason 
which has seen the cmeigcncc of 
very few new ‘stais’ but has certainly 
consolidated the belief that ioulball, 
lodav. IS big busine.ss—wilh the three 
leading clubs reportedly investing 
nearly Rs 30 lakhs for player-recruit 
men! alone H is already ck'ar that 
the "mmit” of players will be slop 
ped up next year, with Mohun ll.ig.in. 
East Bengal and Mohaniim dan Spoi 
ting stepping up ilu-u diive loi iv 
cruiting new talent Wliile all this 
will unduublcdly result in good tuot- 
ball, one wunder.s how guud il will lie 
for Calcutta soccei coii.ideimg that 
several takmted vmiiig players ol 
Bengal will thqs bi- depiived of an 
opportunity to play fui the ‘Bur 
Three’ 


ARUIT SEN Calcutta 
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V INOD KUANNA u 
another star to be 
'‘grounded’’ temporarily, 
foUowmg an acadent on the 
aets ot Qurban*. One hears 
that in a scene whidi 
required Vinod to avoid a 
blow, he wasn’t fast enough 
and he got it squarely on 
the nose The impact 
hurt, perhaps cracked the 
bridge-bone of his nose and 
blood gushed through He 
tried to sniffle the blood 
back and the blood ran to 
his eye, causmg it to swell 
and redden' Naturally, 
with such an injury, he 
couldn't shoot loi some 
time' And to add insult to 
miury, some people even 
joked about Uus incident 
while Vinod was in pain 

A nd the third star to fall 
11! besides Vinod and 
Amitabh is farveen Babi 
Hope the epidemic of 
jaundice, which had caught 
on last year will not spread 
this time, but Ms Babi is 
down with It With just 
books to keep her company 
and the strict diet she has to 
follow, she might come out 
looking like a beanpole 
And 1 know this is going 
to annoy her — if there is 
one thing she hates, it is 
to be told that she u 
looking very thin' She 
feels that looking thin 
might scale off her 
pioducrrs 

A t last Hema Malmt has 
succumbed to pressures 
from the South and deeded 
to do a him for a South 
Indian producer She feels 
that she has neglected the 
people troni her State for 
too loug and suddenly 
realised how they need 
her How is it that sho 
found no time for them 
before ’ I xiept tor a 
stiay South Indian producer 
hkc Nagi Heddi she would 
not condescend to work 
foi any other pioducer 
troni down South Either 
the exit of her setn>tary 
las she would like everyone 
to believe) or the declining 
numbei ol offers troni 
Bombay has toned her to 
decide on a new policy 
Hei e s wishing Hema and 
hei new producers a lot ot 
luck • 

I I LOOKS as though 

illness among actors and 
ai'tresse.s in Bombay is 
going to bting the industiy 
to a standstill A lung 
shooting schedule fur the 
him bhaktt had to be 



Hema Malmi 




Paneen Babi jaundiced vtewt 


^ canc^elled because Anufobh 
:» Bcshchan was down with 
g high fever and bronchitis, 
f It was, of course, no fault 
of tus But the other 
important stars involved 
with the him were faced 
with the prospect of having 
to spend some days without 
work Meanwhile some 
people aie busy blaming 
the superstar for the 
cancellation of the screening 
of one of bis earlier films 
Benaam, whuii was a flop, 
on TV Once again, be 
had nothing to do with it 
It was the work of a 
particular distnbutor, who 
was planmng the rerun of 
the fahn and therefore did 
not want it to be shown on 
TV 

T here is this very 

interesting story about a 
men’s tailoring shop in a 
Bombay suburb which 
started business due largely 
to the patronage of Ktran 
Kumar Young Kiran 
Kumar mtioduccHl his 
fi lends to this shop which 
tailoied garments well and 
at a very low cost But 
now things have changed 
— due to the pationage 
oi the big slais who flcick 
to this shop But as the 
saying goes, once you 
reach the top of the ladder, 
you have no time to look 
down And so it is with 
this tailor Recently when 
he was asked about Kiran's 
whereabouts these days he 
turned back and asked who 
Kit an was When supplied 
with the relevant infoima 
tion, he said that Kiran 
was now brmly entrenched 
In Abmedabad, making 
Guiarati iilms and doing 
rather well generally It 
seems that he has Mallika 
Sarabhat keeping him cxrni 
pany tbeie and making his 
stay more enjoyable The 
two share common expert 
ences an uneventful career 
in films and broken affairs 
But they are too proud to 
say that things have not 
turned out the way they bad 
expected 

N OW that ShatTugbaa 
Smha has been a great 
success in Kala Patthar, 
his opinion of himself is 
bound to escalate even 
further But Kola Fathor 
has proved one thing — 
Sbatru is better as a 
, supporting actor than a 
^ hero Given good ctialogues 
and a relatively short role, 
t h^ can pack a lot into his 
acting and be a success ■ 




KHAAS BAAT 



J AYABHARAmr$ love 
for SoAtor mutt be 

S ’ m. Bom ia « Oirittlaii 
, the didn't have any 

S ualnu about living with 
[arry Pothen. a married 
Chriatian filmmaker. But 
following her dvil marriage 
to Sattar, she dedded to 
change her religion. Now, 
she’s to be called Nazira, 
after her conversion to 
Islam, but she’ll retain her 
screen name. 

Sattar, in the meanwhile 
IS waiting for a big hit. 

He had a lot (d hope pinned 
on Red Light (AntnoMM 
Tbeerangal in Maloyalam). 
directed by Krishna Nair. 
But the film, despite the 
presence of Vldhubola, Reena 
and AmUca, didn’t do all 
that well. 


M any dramatic incidents 
have taken place in 
singer ystudos' life. And be 
intends to prt^uoe and 
direct- a film in which he 
will inoHporate some of 
them. Besides, he has also 
decided to act in the film 
and compose its music. Born 
ra an orthodox Christian 
family, he was mfiuipiced bv 
the Swami Ayyapa cult and 
drawn towards the Gnruva- 
yoor temple. But gaining 
an entry into the temple 
wasn’t an easy afl’air (in 
fact some people sought the 
court’s intervention) and 
Yesudas had to virtually 
sing bis way in. Recently, 
the Churdi refused to 
baptise his son because they 
considered him to be an 
Infidel. Yesudas, of course, 
wasn’t too keen on having 
his son baptised, but he 
decided to do so to respect 
the sentiments of his wife 
Now consider his career 
in Bombay: though his 
songs for Chit Cbar were 
hits, he got a big boost 
only when he was commis¬ 
sioned to sing for Amitabh 
Bachdian in Aalap and 
Rajesb Khanna in 
Uajnoon. But now he has to 
be content with a few 
assignments with the 
Rajshri outfit Yesudas is by 
;io means handsome but he 
has a tremendous persona¬ 
lity—with his luxuriant 
beanl he looks like one of 
those pr«H>hets in a biblical 
saga. A couple of months 
ago, Yesudas appeared as 
himself in a Malayalam 
film Kodor Moadupam: 
this must’ve given him the 
idea to star u a film. 

S RIPRIYA has launched 
her second home- 
production. Nahshatram. the 



Tamil remake of the Tclugu 
bit Swalutnjmi, revolving 
around the life of an 
artiste. This is to be 
directed by Dasari Narayana 
Rau, director of the Telugu 
version. And she has 
brought in Sivaji Ganesau 
and Kamalahasan, of 
course in ‘'guei.l roles”. And 
with the clear understanding 
that they’ll direct their 
own scenes. Sivaji just 
coudn't say “no” to her as 
she was featured in Sivaji’v 
own hit Trtshoolam and 
Kamalahasan has been 
seen with her in many hit 
films. 


A PARNA isn’t exactly 
an attractive female, 
but she’s becoming increa¬ 
singly popular with produ¬ 
cers who believe that 
Jayamalini, Y. Vijaya, 

Halam and others look a 
bit stale. Aparna, however, is 
shopping for serious roks. 
and she has done rather 
well in Oru Vuiu Kalhai, 
Oru Ihodar Kathat, a new 
film by M. A. Kaja. But 
even in this film she play.s 
an adulteress, who goes to 
bed with her husband’s 
frknd. But unUke in other 
films, adultery here is 
rewarded. 


R ADHA SALVJA isn’t 
really hurt over the • 
miseratdo failure of Nsvie 
Kadaiil Oratbfie (Tamil), 
in which she played the 
luckless lover opposite Stl 
Lanka’s matinee idol Kamini 
Fonseca After all, Sripriya 
was the herdne, and 
Kamini may be the celluloid 
god in Sri Lanka, but he 
looked and acted Uke a 
moron in his first ever 
Tamil film Now, Radba, 
Saluja is hoping that Tigtr 
will be a iHg hit. Her hero 
is N. T. Rama Rao, an 
ageing, fat man. Aft«’ all, 
didn’t she click in thp two 
films she acted opposite 
MGR. 

D id you really think MGR 
would quit acting ? 

In a recently rdeasea short 
fihn made the Tamil 
Nadu Government on the 
dnema hall tragedy in 
Tuticorin, where more then 
100 people lost their lives in 
a sudden fire the 
focus is on MGR through¬ 
out, MGR winiug a 
tear or two, MGR hugging 
members of a bereavM 
family, MGR wiping his 
own eyes, etc and ttie 
commentary is nothing be 
tter than the dialogue in 
MGR’s films. Must say, for 
once, MGR was a bit 
restrained... < 


J 


UST because Rathi Agni-> 
fiofrt has such a small | 
role in Bharatiraja’s latest 
film, Nuam Maratha I 

Pookal some gossip colum- i 
nists believe that she has | 
had a big fight with her ! 
director and was taught a ] 
lesson by trimming her role, i 
But, in fact, Rathi's rok is | 
untouched, apd it’s just I 
natural that Radhika, also 
introduced by the same j 
director, was given a more > 
prominent role in Nvam ' 
Maratha Poohal. But you i 
can’t blame the audience tor 
getting disappointed with • 
the film, and with Rathi. 

It's not very often that 
Tamil films feature actress 
with Aryan fcaurcs with j 
the result that fair- 
oomplexioned Rathi became 
the rage soon after the 
relea.se of her maiden film 
PudiVa Varpugof. But she 
needn’t be disappointed with> 
the limited success of this ! i 
film: She has two dozen ■;( 
assignments in hand and 1 
now ste’s being featured in, 
Kannada films ton r 
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limelight 
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The 
fallout 
of Oct 2 

ByM J.Akbar 


P OlllUIANS ncwr ied!>c to 
.iiiid/( pditiculdily with tillII 
stupiititu's It SOI ms that ull the 
(hiei. iiiiiin lODiiiidiis loi powu 
dll dump th( II Ik st to loiiiiiiii sui 
(idi In Mis (.aiidhi i> idinp, Sani.iv 
Gandhis t<t.sl inm dsin^ (<>■ should 
the woid Im uniiiipiescnt ') iiilluiiiLe 
HI thi siltolion ut ngioiial hadcis 
and piospii'iiM caiididalis is bi'ioiTi 
iiiK tin most si i imis di awbat k to 
Mis (>aadliis ictuiii to powu In 
tin Janata tamp, thi piunouiiieniiirts 
ol llalasaheb Item as and Ins RSS 
lolleagues lu htipini; to contiiin thi 
woist suspicions ol tin sanei ele 
mints in oui countiy (bauiiiK thuM. 
ol umrse, who rttus<‘ to st<) And 
in till Lok [>al Ml Kaj Naiam’s loud 
and exaggcioted displays ot his 
many pLiM)iiahtic.s art. stirngthcning 
the icxentnient that many people tul 
agdimit his [’ally Aie thi poliliiiaiis 
in lonipitiliun to help each otbei 
Ml Uaj Naiain did enough to help 
others yvith his meaningless drama 
on Odobm 2 in trout ot (landliiji s 
^aniadhi And thi ii i cspunsibility ot 
his iiinatks, on (joviinnient media 
on tin date ol i lei lions ls leaclnng 
standards whiib evi ii Mi Raj Narain 
in his gloiious taieei has not 
leaibid Ot louise Mi Raj Naiain 
dots nut always talk nutisensi, it is 
juat that when he doi>A, be has no 
paiallel laRei dm mg the day on 
Oitobii i Ihiini Minis'tei I haian 
Singh niadi it ileai that he had no 
intention ot toh'rating toolishiiesii 
not even when it emaniitid limn thi 
mouth ot his most loyal siivant But 
the bigger queittion is is Mi I hat an 
Singh or anyone tlsi tm that iii.it 
tcil, lapable ol bi idling Mi Raj 
Naiain * 

At Ihi ixinyention vihuh toiinally 
saw the iieatiun of the Lok Dal on 
SipUmbei 26 la day on whiih Mr 
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Rai Naiain made a very sober and 
11 sponsible speech), Mr Charon Singh 
veiy spciihcallv asked Raj Narain 
to do two things in the interests of 
the Party hist, try and control his 
(ungui, second, give up his idea of 
washing Gandbiji s samadtu with 
gaiiga jal 1hi advire clearly had no 
iiiipait on Ml Raj Naiain and the 
PM h.id to louih his request in much 
stiongii turns at the public luno- 
lion to launch the peasant oriented 
ni wspapi 1 s (Ri dl India and Asli 
Rhaiat m I nglish and Hindi) on 
Oitobii 2, public dtiuns which will be 
undti tin (ontiol ot peasants, not big 
indiistiialisis I he inhiient tensions 
bilwein till PM and Raj Narain 
yviie yisibk on the stage, particularly 
whin till PM curtly told Raj Narain 
Don t .11 guc ’ 

Ihcic will prc'diclabli reactions 
to Ml Rij Naiains pciformance Mr 
Sui India Mohan thi Janata's chief 
spokisman wondciiMi whether this 
was the India of eveiyoius dreams 
I hi. iiiay not be the India ot any 
ones dieanis, but it will still he a 
fdi bittei India than one dnminateif 
by the RSS Indeed the tiicsions 
within thi lanala, though less yul 
gar, ail iai inoit seiioiis 

It IS lathe I ridiculous to begin 
with to hnd the lanala Party defin 
ding till saiulity ot Gandhijis sama 
ahi, whin thi min who assu-.sinatc'd 
the Mahalni I Natliuiani Godsc is 
bi'ing piibhily ixtolliHl by a Janata 
MIA, ilinanath Panday with cues ot 
Gpdsc /indabad ’’ Thi silence of 
the lanat.i leadeiship on thus issue 
IS revi aling Is this the stage that 
wi h.yye reach) d that a hooligan who 
shouts m pr.sist ot the Mahatma’s 
issassm can get protection, assist 
aiuc, and be* quietly absolved by the 
lesponsiblc leadership of a national 
Paity — a Party whicii ronrurrenl 


ly, has the audaoty to call rtseit 
Gandhian^ Could Uierc be a worse 
insult to the Mahatma? 

There were other problems for both 
the Janata and the Lok Dal — mam 
ly the Tumours that top leaders of 
then Parties were searching for ways 
to “honourably" join the Congressd) 
With the Janata the problem was 
worse, because the lumours suiiuun 
ded none other than the man they 
had nominated as then Prime Mims 
tci should the Party win the cli'i 
tions. Mi Jagjivan Ram himself 
Finally, on October 1, Babuji told his 
Party categorically that hi would not 
join Mrs Gandhi On the other side, 
It was H N Bahuguna who was said 
to be negotiating a deal Dunpg the 
last week of September, Bahuguna 
had the pleasing ipeiicnce ol bung 
wooed by everyone Raj Narain 
Devaraj Uis, and bheikh Abdullah 
(on behalt of Mis Gandhi) 

Raj Narain could become a leallv 
explosivi' issue in the coming wei ks 
provi^ a serious embarrassment to 
the Government and the vaiious 
partners in the alliance with his pre 
posterous outspokenness The Chau 
dhury may have to snub him even 
further, perhaps going to the extent 







of tdking dWdy hu job ot woiking 
pi($id<nt” oi tht Lok Dal I Ik ic 
ptitubsions cannot but be ddnidging 
to tbi Lok Ddl, as Bdj Ndidin does 
hav4 d stiong network of discipkc a 
tddn loydl purely to him Charan 
Miif'h needs Rdj Ndrdins active help 
to will pdilKuldily in UP Ihe Lok 
Ddl may ha\) a solid peicintagc of 
votes but what it soic ly lacks is any 
>1 ganisdtiOD to help deliver the votes 
Rut it Mr Raj Ndidin is going to 
trittii away i]!^ encigy and time 
making attacks at inidginary wind 
ititlls it 111 IS going to go about 
Mdithing foi headlines of thi kind 
he icceivid in late Sc ptcftibcM and 
eaily October he can’t be ol much 
he Ip to his cdusc« One has only to 
(ontidst the Lok Dal position in 
Bihar to its position in Uttar Pradesh 
While the Bihar Party is cnrigiscd 
while eve n the Bihar ( ongress see ms 
vibrant and enthusiastic the eondi 
tion ol thi allies m UP is far less 
eonfidint although thiy have* the 
' mif extint ol suppoit by and large 
Ihe ditffrence is that Kaipoori Tha 
1 ur IS a master at the gann of 
i li I tioiie ( nng whih the opr ratoi s 
who I III swing things aioiind in UP 
on behalf of the laik Dal and its 
allies aie still fighting inttinal 
baltlis Both the lanala ind Mis 
(•andhi have done more campaigning 
in the homeland of C haiidliin v Cha 
ran Singh Raj Narain met H N 
Bahiiguna 
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Limelight 



H ow will the Congress face up to 
the challenge posed by the Cong 
ress(l) m the coming elections'’ This 
was perhaps uppermost in the minds 
oi all who had been following the 
recent decline in the fortunes of the 
fiist political Parly oi the country—as 
it met in Bangaloie on Septembei 12 
13—be they ordinary atuens, jouina 
lists, AICC raembcis delegates oi 
^ven “invitees” (as the identity bad 
ges on many proud cheats endeaimg 
ly proclaimed) The huge bannei 
behind the rostrum read “Bie-spbt 
session of the AiCC’ Other banners 
around the Glass House proclaimed 
in stilted prose definitely not written 
by an adman "Get united to ri'ta’ 
deraocraev” and "Save the nation 
from anarchy” And when after a 
tuneless rendering of Bande Mataram 
a terribly slack jawed speech by 
Sardar Swaran Singh gieeted the as 
ssnibled Congressmen who filled but 
two thirds of the regulation mattress- 
and bolstei covered floor, spirits 
began to sag Could this assembligc 
fight a resurgent Confpnessd) riding 
the crest of a new Indira wave'' 

But a glimmer of hope appeared 
soon. Mr Devaraj Urs, the Kama 
taka Chief Minister host of the ses 
sion, took the floor and straightawav 
launched a broadside against Mrs 
Gandhi Here was somebody who 
could at least muster enough decibels 
and deliver them with sufficient 
vigour to give notice of combat 
equal or otherwise He wasn’t going 
to fight shy of what bad been uppei 
most in his mind for the last few 
months. If it rankled then it was 
better that it were out After a few 
paragraphs of the mandatory pro 
amble on the state of the nation 
etc., he came straight to the point 
How Mrs Gandhi had treated him 
"It is an irony of fate that the sincere 
efforts that I made towards the Con 
gress unity should have cuhntoated 
in my own expulsion from the Con- 
gresfil), and a person who risked 

S iierytiimg for the sake of Mrs Indira 
aodbi 10 soon got this reward. It 


IS much more iionual that some poo 
pie who totally shunned Mis Gjiidln 
after her defeat and toi whom hei 
veiv name had become an analhcnii 
are now on a lat laie to hi i i imp 
He then described the J.inala pldiiily 
as an "anti emergency and anti 
Indira, Saniav pulaii’-atiun ’ Aiut 
following it up with cl shuwJ bit ol 
elc'^tioneering, he said that tin old 
Congies" pluiahsin that tiwd to in 
elude both the nth and the poui had 
been given up and now "we shall 
stand by the pooi and tlic downtiud 
den . the minorities, the scheduled 
castes, the scheduled tubes and back 
ward classes in pai titular ” 

The speech was punctuated bv 
frequent rounds ol applause The 
mood of the gathering was appaicnt 
As the newspapei headlines m tin 
last coupVe of days had anticipated 
they were going to give themselves 
a new leader The cue was tlie an 
nouncement by the letuming offirti 
Mr Muhammad Shafi Quiesht, a 
little later that “Shii Devarai XTis" 
had been "unanimous’y elected” tho 
new president of the Tarty and then 
was a standing ovation He invited 
he opted he conquered 
Towards the end of the session the 
next day Mr TJrs wa to give greater 
evidence of the fight that was in him 
In his conrludmg remarks ho sail 
that Mrs Gandhi did not believe im 
her own 20 point pngramme and the 
only two Chief Ministeis who hid 
tried to implement the vital put 
gramme of land reform (those oi 
Andhra and Karnataka) were both 
now in the Congress The Chiel 
Minicteis that she would ^et if she 
came to power would be “stooges” 
In a general sean.h foi positive elet 
tion planks (at the session too manv 
speakers foi too long liaiptd on Mis 
GandhTs misdeeds, and Mi. Urs was 
also guilty ol thii) he came out with 
three issues implementing land icfoi 
ms tackling unt mployment and fight 
ing inflation 

PARI from the personal leader 
ship that he may provide, the 


most obvious advantage to the Party 
oi Ml Uis beiuming the Congress 
pit side nt (thi mil get of the Karna¬ 
taka Congress is a ioimality) is the 
pieseme' the Paity has established 
now in the south Mis Gandhi can 
no longer expeet a eake walk there 
and with the Congress emerging a- 
a iiedible alternative the Cungress(I) 
will In 1 icing stiaight fights As the 
doimnani Paitv this will be to lU 
disadvantage' lust as being the undei 
d>fg it will find thiiecoinei I'ontests 
ill tl'i iioilli diHirult Ihe Congiess 
has >1 ideiatelv good hopes in Kerala 
will 1 Ml A K Antony is quite Wil 
ling III face a inidteim poll as de 
minded by the fPIlM) The crucial 
faeloi thtie will be whether the CPi 
will fall 111 line tiom a radical 
ideological standpoint, the Congress 
rail luol on few States with as much 
satisfaction as Kerala Its cadre and 
genual level ol leadership is com¬ 
mitted iiid has bc'en slowly inducted 
tiom the' giassropts 

A consiekiable amount of interest 
was taken al the session on Maha 
rashtra Thi’ie were many demands 
to invitr> Ml Shaiad Pawar Mi 
Tnpude lifted the spirits gn'atly bv 
arriving on th' sc'cond day llope 
was r-'ntied around Annasaheb 
Shiiide with Ins knbwii powers of 
pei suasion being able to forge a 
front with the other two In tho 
east ainnng tlv» maior states, the 
prospects appeared the most deso 
late III West Bengal wheie it will 
have to be satisfied with whatever 
triflings the CPIfM) mav decide ^to 
give In the lobby Purabi Mukherfee 
blustered and pottered around incon- 
spouentiaHv while a strangely des 
pnited Saugata Riy kept in the back¬ 
ground Tveryboelv had a regard for 
T)as Munshi but didn’t think that he 
would m ik'* .1 significant difTcreace 
There were bright hopes though iii 
Assam 

I Ol lb Hindi speaking north the 
othci maioi decision that was foima 
Used was the alli.incc with the Janata 
(S; By Itself thi 101*) pei ee a' 
populai buppiirt that the Paity com 
nianded m most of the area would 
simply mcau its demise, but with Ihi 
significant little push Cliaudhuiy 
Thai 111 Singh would be in as home 
and div .i* he tould evei hope to be 
Mod ( oiign s>nit n now agiced that 
Mi fhana Singh has bieiught about 
a leinaikible ailiculal.viii of the as 
pit itionv of till backwiid classes 
VNith the parallel articulation of the 
haulin' tai il society was now fairly 
clc'aily divided into fum groups 
h.iiiians backwaids iiiuslinis and the 
up|K r e dste > The e me i ge nee ol the 
hackwards was y-rn by the more 
progiessive among the (ongressmeii 
as a muth needed blow against tho 
tc udal social structure ol the north 
which has nut known any signiflcani 
sonal letoimatiun in modem histoiy 
lo this extent they saw Cliaiao Smgb 
as a historical necessity in spite- oi 
the leaction implicit m the open 
taste appeal that was the basis ot 
his polities 

In eaily May Mi Uis h.id told this 
leporter, "I must have timug I do 
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not wdnl to be just anothei leader 
in Dilhi" The other point that he 
had made then was he would only 
join hands with likeminded people 
In what was the most positive line 
of elertioneerini! uttered at the ses 
Sion hi told dcleRate> ‘Go to the 
villaKes and tell them one of you. a 
vlllagei a sun of a viltaftei is the 
Prime Minister foi the hrst time ” 
So Ml Ills was eynlUciUv (oming to 
cethei with his peer 
As tar as the main strategy to tight 
the election was concerned the Con 
arcss seemed to have decided to relv 
on an elaborate system of alliances 
and adiustments Here Mr A K 
Antony made a valuible suggts 
tion born out of his experience in 
Kerala First decide he said, on the 
alliance partner for an aiea and agree 
with it on the division of seats Then 
agree on which constituency goes to 
whom within the agreed total After 
Jhat each Party would decide on the 
candidate's who would stand from the 
ccmstituencRs allotted to it A few 
exceptions could be made in this pro 
eedurc If there was a special candi 
date who would definitely stand from 
a partinilar constituency 
i*he AICC also resolved to faght the 
coming elections in alliance with the 
JanatafS) not only under the com 
mon leadership of Chaudhury Charan 
Singh blit also with a common pro 
gramme undei a rximnion banner 
and symbol That anct^nt pride dice 
hard was amply evident in the re 
peated references in speeches to the 
past glory of the Indian National 
Congress and the reluctance of 
member' to give up the chenshed 
old Partv symbol A compromise 
was made The political resolution 
was amended to include the word* 
"wherever feisible” bc'fore the sen 
tence pledging the adoption of » 
rtimmon symbol There were repeat 
ed and strenuous assertions that this 
was cmh in alliance and not a mer 
ger Mr Chavan was at pains to point 
out that the independent character of 
the Ccineri ss would be maintained 
This was made all the moic necps 
sarv bv Mis ftandhi's statement on 
^eptembei It it the parallel AlCf 
of the Congress (T) it New Delhi that 
lust as the CongressfO) had commit 
ted suicide bv loinmg with the 
Tanala >.o also was the ConeressfS) 
doing bv loining with the TanatafS) 
But the leadership was cleai in its 
own mmd and hid the rank and file 
of the Patty behind it about the 
closeness of the link that w is bein* 
forged 

most noticeable ideological 
* >hifl that h IS t iki n place m the 
( ongress is tfs move •'o the Left 
This was set out in forthright terms 
by Mr IV>viiii Ills but was iiallv 
confirmed in the lesults of the eWes 
tions to the wot king committee in 
which seven vacancies wcii filled up 
Of tile se«n elected fivi hive a 
Prided leftist imige Mi ('handn 
jit Yadav Bum Pitt I liholi Piswiii 
ShastH Siiat Chindra Sinhi and 
Vv ilai Ravi It the alliance with th< 
leD foiceh dots conu about then thi 
Congress will ceitainly not be the odd 
a« 



Party out With Mis Gandhi having 
declared that she was not against 
industnahsts and the urban middle 
class tending to tilt towards her m 
the hope of stability, the Congress 
increasingly sees itself left with the 
role of playing the champion ot the 
downtrodden An attempt to secure 
the Muslim vote was apparent with 
the significant amendment, moved bv 
Mrs Tarakcshwaii Sinha, to restore 
the minority character of Aligarh 
llniversity being accepted Among 
the many calleis at Cbandrajit 
Yadav’s hotel room, who were there 
to congratulate him for winning m 
the GWe poll with the maximmn 
number of votes was Mr S A 
Hashmi the respected Rajya Sabha 
member from UP He was m turn hug 
ged and thumped on the back for his 
victory in the contest for the four 
seats m the central elcUon com 
mittee As Mi Hashmi sat down he 
was not politician ^‘Ilough to hide the 
fact that he was quite moved With 
lanspaicnt sinceiity and using idco 
logical teimmologv that politiaans 
seldom use in private conversation, 
be said Phe Congress is again be 
coming soaalistic and secular" At 
lea t In w isnt playing to the gallery 
thm 


This AICC session was different 
from others m many ways There 
wcie no welcome arches on the way 
to 1 albagli 111 the heart of coffci 
country the delegates went through 
the better put of the nioniing session 
the hist day without loflce or any 
thing llii louuulists in Ihi Press 
comet wiir iiion lucky The trans 
port arr inged for the Youth Cong 
ress rally tiu diy befoic the sessioi 


did not arrive poor Mr Gundu Hao 
of the State Congress(I), laid up 
with jaundice got accused of sabo 
tage The hotel owners refused to 
take bookings fot the delegates with 
out cash payment in advance Indian 
Airhnes first lefused to open a book 
ing counter at the Glass House, say 
mg that they didn’t do it for pohti 
cal meetings The counter came up 
eventually when a local travel agent 
MLC quoted them precedence 
But the greatest difference was 
that after a long tune. Congressmen 
again got a taste of inner Party demo¬ 
cracy through the elections to the 
working committee and central elec 
tion committee Congiessmen had 
plainly got out of practice Other- 
v^se. how could Abdul Ghafoor lose 
by just two votes^ His supporters 
were simply over confident The 
most gladdening case however, was 
that of Mr Tulsidas Dassappa, the 
general secretary who was seeking 
election to the working committee 
He Is one of the old faithfuU who 
bad stood by the Congress right 
through Even during the 77 Assem 
bly elections the Janata tned hard 
to get him to join them but he did 
not leave the Party He was no one's 
candidate, not even Mr Urs' While 
munching snacks during lunch he 
told two of us who were with him, "If 
the State leaders and the group 
leaders give the members hsts and 
they stick to them totally In their 
voting then I will lose’ He won 
and that too tying at the top with 
Chandrapt Yadav both polling JOO , 
votes < ach 


SUBIR ROY 


Spot report 



Andhra Pradesh 


Raining 
support 
for Indira 


<<|r HEARD that dnema collections 
Invent down during the Shah 
Conunission hearings in Delhi,’’ said 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, during her re¬ 
cent tour of Andhra Pradesh. But 
throughout her three day tour of 
Andhra, she rniphasised that she 
wasn't on an election tour, saying, 
"The election campaign will stai t 
when the election date, is announ¬ 
ced.’’ During her tour she repeated¬ 
ly sought to coiniort the drought 
stricken people by liberally doling 
out her opinions she accused the 
Janata leadeis of bringing shame to 
the nation, ruining the economy and 
accused Cliaran Singh of indulguig 
in political skulduggery. 

For a number of reasons it was 
expected that Mrs Gandhi would 
begin her election campaign in An¬ 
dhra. First, it is the only state ruled 
by the Congress (I). It returned 41 
Congress MPs in the March 1977 
elections. The only .lanata MP elec¬ 
ted from that State was Ncelam 
Sanjeeva Reddy. Even though a bi¬ 
tter feud persists between Dr Cha- 
nna Reddy, the Chief Minister, and 
the Congress (I) dissidents, both fac¬ 
tions swear by Mrs Gandhi. Again, 
it was fitting that with Dr Reody’f 
passion for religion and Mrs Gan- 
nbi'a eagerness to use religious sen¬ 
timents tor her own ends, she should 
have started her campaign at the 
Tirupathi temple. 

After landing in Madras cm Sep¬ 
tember 7, Mrs Gandhi drove to Tiru- 
patU. 160 kms away. The next morn¬ 
ing sne attended toe ‘‘suprabhatam" 
and witnessed the ‘'anhiahekam” 
(the ba^ng of the idol of Lord 
Venkateswara with turmeric, milk 
and water), followed by an hourlong 
session of meditation. A few houra 
Inter, addressing a big crowd at 
Pakala, Mrs Gandhi invoked Lord 
Venkateawara's benediction on the 
people, prayed for rain and delivered 
a poUtkiad speech. All the wUle the 
crowd kept chanting: "Indira emma 
»Midab.*d'*, ijo<*n, ’nranst’;! sed its 
surrounding traas va'iiessed mild 
rains for a few minutes and the next 


day everyone in Andhra was talking 
about Mrs Gandhi's “mirade". 

In the course of her speech, she 
said that the Janata Party had no 
business to seek the people’s man¬ 
date oner again, and, as the inter¬ 
preter was trying to imitate her emo¬ 
tional style, she began defending her 
20-poinl programme. She ridiculed 
tne Government for having wasted 
time setting up a plethora of com¬ 
missions. “All the depositions in my 
favour were neglected and only those 
agamst me were recorded,” she said. 
"There are several charges of cor¬ 
ruption against Morarji Desai and 
Cfaaran Singh. Why aren't commis¬ 


sions being 
She was nol 


against them?" 
all interested in 


er. “But I hear they’re putting up 
mini Raj Narain against me.'^abe 
uipxied, obviously referring to B. P. 
r. ...u- encouraged by 
agoiaat her. 'T 


knowin|[ who would contest against 
her. 

a _ , 

quipped, - 

Maurya, who was encouraged 
Raj Narain to fight agoiaat ner. 
am not an astroioxar, 1 cannot toll 
you what really will baopen la veae 
elections: I am afraid they may not 
M free,” she said in anolBer Par¬ 
liamentary constituency. On the out- 
skirto of Kodur, a little drama was 
enacted. Mrs Gandhi got out of her 
car and forayed into a decrepit but. 
and talked to a Jew women. As 
more women begar. surrounding her, 
■ police coostable tried to "protect*' 
her, but Mrs Gandhi literally ebaaod 
sway the policeman, aBouting loudly 
that she shouldn’t be separated from 
her people 


As she kept moving through 
drought-stricken pockets m Chittoor, 
Cudoappah and Anantapur, she re¬ 
peatedly told listeners how the Ja¬ 
nata Government was dragging its 
feet in providing relief to the orougbt- 
hit areas of Uttar Pradeih, whereas 
the Andhra CM had sanctioned Rs 20 
croros for the relief. Some people 
wanted to know why Rayalaseems 
remainod one of the poorest districts 
in the country in spite of Mrs Gan- 
(Tii's Parte ruilnjt tho guto for throa 
dll'ados, wp had no answer. Imitesd, 
she began to emphasise, once again. 



Another 
good reason 
to uso 

Firestona tyres 

For rough artd rugged 
roads. Fiiestone tyros 
are the natural 
choice. Designed for 
fast traction, firm grip 
and cooler running. 
Firestone tyres also 
eliminate stone 
trapping. When 
you're on Firestone 
tyres the steering 
is effortlesBs. 
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7 hu IS ni> liitli: Kaluil 
111 iliiii ind fiist ahiiiii 
Icainini losiv AilC^viil 
h.t\L ilii ids I liiiriiti foi ills 
rtiiuii iiliK III II 

I VII lid ni ( likr him t < 
uoik tluiiiii li I'ligi Iiki I did 

S I I h iM I ikiii inil 
(iiiiw >11111 Moiiiv Nilumi 
iviihifouvM li r 1’0 nu mils 
an I I III! d niv ni s 
11 III) I I I iiid lihi I 

.1 sill I III it I Sf'l IISl 

Mil I n II Hill ihi vvhtili 
amount mli hi uimisuil 
miilii (hi I i\id I >t piisu 
Sihinie I I niiiiiiitf Kih'd 
1 ii mill ii li^i tvpvii IS 
With I I OHVSK tsint, foi 

(III lilt II IS 1 I ISS Js 

IraimiK MU 

II I hop in II >oiif man i 
bianih tor diiaiU 



Commercial Bank 


the fncndl} bank 
round the lurnci 


that &hc had a dear vision regard¬ 
ing the nation’s pi ogress, and no¬ 
body could stop licr The Janata (S) 
attempt to stop her from contesting 
the election would be a futile bid, as 
poupto were solidly behind hci 
‘ Some say that I am going to contest 
fioiii th< South there’s no basis for 
siiih talk It you just come to the 
North, you 11 note how big crowds 
m> Pally is drawing ” Her thiee- 
day tom took her tbiough seven 
Pailiami ntdi V iunstitucnries, and lo 
ral Icadrts vied with cac]| othei to 
invite hei to contest irom their own 
const Uui nrv 

Ridiculing the publication 
ot the Gupta Commission report (the 
Maruti piobe) Mis Gandhi quipped 
that she mvn icad such reports 
and she was convinced that P* oplo 
had lost tailh in commissions and 
piobe reports H she* wanted^ she 
could’ve helped Sanjay Gandhi in 
scveial ways but she let him tackle 
things on his own, and at last people 
w( re K'dlising that all that was said 
and written against him was part of 
a vindictive propaganda against her 
own family 

ARTHUR PAIS 



Uttar Pradesh 

Iwo elections at the 
price of one 


P I OPI.F close to the UP Chief 
Minister bi heve that the UP As 
scmbly is going to be dissolved by 
the third week of Ociobei and tresu 
elections would be held along with 
the Lok Sdbtia elecuous. Ttus im 
presuon bus gained giound due U> 
the pobey the UP Government has 
recently adopted empowering legisla¬ 
tors to dtsbuise more than Rs 20 
crores under the drought rehef pro¬ 
ject. Officers are also being transfer¬ 
red on a rather large stale, and it is 
bebeved that their transfers are poll 
ticallv motivated Officers considered 
to be useful to the Government are 
being given charge ot the district 
administration Such decisions aiv 
being made on the basis of caste and 
and political leanings A large num 
ber of transfei orders were issued 
only ihree days before the August 
no coniid'iue motion was scheduled 
lo be decided To cite one example, 
the Collectoi of I an ukha bad was 
ti ansfei n d within minutes 
’The Government m UP is a roino 
rltv one And m all probabibtv Mr 
C%aran Singh would not hke a Gov 
rrnment that is dependent on othei s 
for its suivival Besides, Mr 
rharan Singh who did not hesitate 
»n recommending the di-solution ot 
tbi' ’ >k Sibhu would stand to uaio 


in case a midterm poll is held to the 
UP Assembly Mr Charan Singh does 
not hav<<' a well knit organisation in 
the State and his support is based on 
caste lines 

Foi the Lok Sabha clee 
tions. UP is a very important State 
Most important pohtictans are going 
to contest from this State What Is 
to be seen, however, is how many of 
them shift to new consUtuenoes for 
the elections After all they have 
done preaous little for the constitu¬ 
encies which elected them. Rai 
Narain wants to contest from 
Aligarh Again Atal Behan 
Vaipayee is supposed to 
replace Nanah Oeshmukh from Gon- 
da Chandrashekhar is looking for 
an urban constituency, since Ballia Is 
primarily a rural constituency Even 
Mr Bahuguna appears to be in a fix. 
His constituency, Lucknow. U noto 
rious for rejecting candidate. In case 
be chooses to contest fiom one of the 
hill constituenaes his opponents are 
sure to put up a rela* ve as an 
opponent against him In 11 proba 
biUty Mr Bahuguna will contest from 
Phulpur, while Mrs X-ir ila Bahu¬ 
guna may shift to anou oansUtn 
cncy Even Mrs Indira uandhJ is 
said to he looking for a safer cxiiuti- 
tuenry She is a bit htMtant about 



contesting from Rae Bareili as Sanjay 
Gandhi is thinking of recontesting 
from Amcthi. she feels that Amethi, 
being a neighbouring constituency, 
may adversely affect her popularity 
in Rae Bareili. 

This time it may be difficult to 
Judge the mood of the voters. Politi- 
dans are basing all their speculations 
on caste alliances and money power. 
But even these criteria prove illusory, 
and the voting may take place along 
different lines. One thing is certain 
—^votes can no longer be won 
over by promises. The main question 
that will haunt the voters is: Who is 
going to become the next PM? 

According to present indications, 
these elections are going to be fought 
more violently than in the past. 
Firf .iin? are going to replace lathis 


I T IS not .strange, said a wise friend 
oi outs, that tlio lilni industry 
should be in the running ior a seat 
iu the Parliament. After all, what is 
the real diHerence between a politi¬ 
cian and an actor ? Just the prefix 
“abhi”. £xplaiii>ng, he said, the word 
for a leading politician is "neta" and 
the word lot an actor is “abhincta.” 

The film indu.stry has formed the 
National Party and according to Mr 
C. P. Sippy it “aspires to be the plat¬ 
form for all like minded people from 
all walks of hie — intellectuals, thin- 
keis, piolessionals, businessmen, 
workei s, farmers, housewives and the 
youth.’■ Siptiy, or rather the draft 
niainfeslo of tin- P.irly, claims that 
"for too long the real problem.s }.' 
Ing the country have been avoided 
by the professional politicians. It ha' 
been m their interest to cxeate bogey 
issues, and thereby avoid taking dras¬ 
tic action oi making sweeping basic 
reforms'*. The manitesto itself whi^ 
runs into 13 pages of promises tu 
everybody includes tax holidays for 
the blackmoncy wallas and doing 

away woth licences. It beats even the 
former Swatantra Party in propagat 
Ing a laissez-faire economy 


and the possibilities of political mur¬ 
der cannot be ruled out. This is all 
the more likely, considering the num¬ 
ber of tranters that have taken 
place, and the administration may 
turn a blind eye to all sudi incidents. 
While some political observers are 
apprehensive about the outbreak of 
large scale violence, prominent Ja¬ 
nata Party leaders in UP feel that 
the members of the erstwhile Jana 
Sangh may get more tickets than the 
others. Even Mr Raj Mangal Pandey, 
the leader of the JLP, Is expecting 
this. But all said and done, the voters 
have not been left with much of a 
choice. They have to choose between 
the bad and the worse. 


The film industry is ambitiou.s. li 
wants to provide ,)n alternative to the 
opportunist politirian—the profession 
ai politician. But is there much differ 
ence between the two? Not really. 
Says Basu Bhattacharya. ine cnlani 
let tilde (it the producers’ world ■ 
"Both have their chainehas and midd¬ 
lemen, both allow images to be crea¬ 
ted for them, and both are unapproa¬ 
chable, except through their tmam- 
dias" 



The institution of rhamcha.s Lswhal 
keeps the filmstar and the politician 
going. Recounting his experience dur¬ 
ing the shooting of Teesri Kasam 
in Madhya Pradesh with the mighty 
Raj Kapoor, Basu says: “We had to 
do a scene at sunrise and I told a 
chamcha of Raj that he should see 
that Raf is brought to the location 
ten minutes before sunrise. The 
chamcha nearly fainted and said, 
'You expect him to come before sun- 
ri.se? The sun rises for Rajji in the 
studio and it will stay there till be 
wakes up even if it’s midday. The 
sun .saiaom.s Rajji and no! vice versa. 
Don’t ever think of asking him to 
appear on location before sunrise.' I 
was puzzled but determined to get 
Raj on the scene because I insist on 
shooting the actual .sunri.se. I went to 
Rajji’s room where be was entertain¬ 
ing some of the top officials of Madh¬ 
ya Pradesh and 1 told him my plana 
and said he. would have to go to bed 
.shortly if he was to make it before 
sunrise. T also told him that my unit 
and I would have tea with him be¬ 
fore that. And you know what he 
did? He told all his guests, 'You have 
heard what Basu Bhattacharya just 
told me. So goodnight’, and he left. 
Next morning, Waheeda, I and others 
landed on location 20 minutes before 
sunrise and Rajji was already there 
waiting for u.s. 

The whole business of the film in 
dustry entering the election fray !.■ 
intriguing. Of course, the names as 
■odated with the National Party be¬ 
long to the big banners, they are not 
busy filmmakers and can afford to 
spend time politicking. But what Is 
the real reason? They are, of course, 
confused, disillusioned, and disgusted 
with professional politidans as moat 
atizcns of India are. But will, and 
can, they ever fill the gap? Of cour¬ 
se. they solve major problems on tlKi 
screen. Social revolutions of a low 
caste girl marrying a high caste man 
without paying dowry work out okay 
on screen, destitute mothers find abs¬ 
conding husbands in courtrooms ei¬ 
ther as judges or lawyers, the Gabbar 
Singhs take from the rich to give the 
poor. But can they do this in real 
fife without any ideology? Or will 
they just be of nuisance value, add 
Ing to the cacophony of candidate.^ 
that contest each year, thinking they 
are the only solution to India’s pro¬ 
blems. According to one observer, tit 
now they supported candidates, but 
if they becuinn candidates themselves 
they could be in a bargaining posi¬ 
tion. This would be their strength. 
They could make money if asked tc 
retire from the contest at the last 
moment. The .situation is full of po¬ 
tential for making money. Being neu¬ 
tral they will have a bigger price and 
if the candidate in whose favour 
they resign, makes it to Parliament 
they will be in an even better bar¬ 
gaining position. This may sound un¬ 
charitable. But this is life If it’s life 
for a "nrta", it\ itic '..mu' loi . n iih 
hincta.” After all the difference is 
only in the prefix. 

OLGA TELLIS 
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N obody is happy about th(‘ 
coining elections, except the 
devotees of Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and they are laughing all the way 
to the bank. (Supposing the bank 
is empty, and somebody else has 
taken the goodies away ? But 
that's another story) I'hc elite 
in particulai seems paranoid : 
what will happen it Mrs G coine.s 
back? Possibly, awful things; 
possibly, nothing much. In any 
rase, wc can’t have selective 
deniorracy, a la Pakistan, <<m we? 
It the people want bci back, Shah 
Goininission, Maruti Coit)ini.ssion 
and all, conic back she will And 
if the guaidians of deniocraiy 
have any battle.s to fight later on, 
let thi'iii light It out iaU>r on, ins 
lead ol b(‘ginning to weep copiou.s 
leais just now And iiia>b<‘ lh<- 
urbiiii intidlectii.ils would not (ly 
•so much it they left theii iiiban 
niches and took a look at tlie 
villages PS When 1 say the 
olile, I do not iiidude iiidustiiai 
isf.s TU*-v aie delighted at the 
veiy tliought ol Chaudhiiry Cha 
tan Singh being retuuviMl from 
powci 

t 'AN 1 take the liberty of injeoi- 
f ing siniie humour into the 
uwtul paranoia ? Both the stones 
are dirty ' the first » true and 
the second a product uf an excit¬ 
ing imagination. Deinif a wuik ut 
fiction, the second is naturally 
better, funnier and more dirty 
than the lirst 'Phe first story 1 
owe to Punch. Apparently, Wal¬ 
ter Brown, the Laboui Party’s 
deputy national organiser, was 
canvassing in Surbiton during 
Britain’s general election earlier 
this year Brown knocked oii _ a 
door and a man's voice said, 
•'Come in. I’m in bed". Brown 
enteied, and lound the man tn 
bed with a woman. "I've always 
voted Labour, you can count on 
me," the man said. Brown ask¬ 
ed : "And your wife ?" The 
man replied : “Oh, this isn’t my 
wile, this is Mrs Jones trom num¬ 
ber 6" 

To top this one, 1 have the 
olhci story of a Labour Party 
official who fell in love with and 
duly married a lady who was a 
very strong supporter ol the Con¬ 
servative Party. You know how 
it is with these political types, and 
hardly had they finished tne wed¬ 
ding breakfast than they fell into 
a violent quarrel, and within 
minutes were not on talking terms 
with each other The stiff upper 
lip of the British is famous, and 
neither would compromise. Tb.- 
time came to g^o to bed, but who 
would break Uie ice ? So they 
turned their backs on each other 
and w^nt to sleep on the new 


marital bed, back to back, on this 
mast important of nights, finally, 
the lady, who was, if you recall, a 
strong supjMrter of the Conserva¬ 
tives. could not restrain herself 
anymuie, and whispered to her 
new husband . ‘'DarliiiK...dai- 
ling...there is^a split in the Con 
servative Party.... If the Laboui 
candidate stood now I tbink he 
could get in quite easily’’. The 
husband turned around, and .with 
a gruff voice, almost barked out 
"The hell he would. He’s already 
stood as an independent and lost 
Ins deposit !’’ 



in the sort of strategy we 


lime clialked out we will be 

*■ ’rtR eJectne*'^ • *- '|ni{ I 

;ice of one 

W close to,.. UwwlJUhe k't'f ' 
writeff ot the various Parties have 
begun wracking their brains. The 
eflectiveness of a good slogan wa.s 
evidimt both in 1971 (Carib< 
Halao, this was created by Shri- 
kant Vcrnia, the excellent writer 
and Mrs Gandhi loyalist wbo was 
i'ewai'd«>d for his contribution with 
n seat in the Rajya Sabba: hr 
has remained with Mrs Gandhi 
through the trials and trfbuta- 
iiuiis) and in 1977 The Janata 
Puit.>'s catchy slogans still ring 
pleasantly in the memory : what 
a time of hope it was ! Khuah- 
wani Singh has provided the 
theory behind the Key,slogan in 
Mis Gandhi’s campaign this time. 
Indva Gandhi loo, desk bachao 
His paralk'l is with France and De 
Gaulio when France was tn a 
mess Dc Gaulle was brought beck 
to rescue the country. Let's lee 
it Mrs Gandhi lives up to her slo 
gan The Jansfta's main slogan 
redccts its bitterness : it will be 
‘Defeat Defectors'. When friends 
tall out, the tendency to leave 
the door open for the common 
enemy is always pronounced. The 
Janata(S) slogan will be around 
tbu theme : Gonb jopoo, dash 


bachoo. (Awaken the poor, save 
the country). The catchiest of 
the jingles has come from the 
Janata(S) camp. It goes; San- 
jay, Kants, Suresh- Rom, Bern ke 
kha gaya Hmdustan (Sanjay. 
Kanti and Suresh Ram, have sold 
the country down the drain). 

IE other favourite parloui 
game — well, media game 
too — has begun : predicting who 
will win how many seats. The 
demand for astrologers is very 
high, and presumably they arc 
extracting a heavy price from the 
anxious claimants to power. Re¬ 
ports say that even Mr Raj 
Narain’s favourite tantric has de¬ 
serted him and predicted a vic¬ 
tory for Mrs Gandhi. Well, any¬ 
one who trusts astrologers too 
much might teem a lesson from 
the nunmer who predicted a 
smashing victory for Mrs Gandhi 
in 1977. But more than astro¬ 
logers are involved in this game. 
Most predictions at the moment 
are nothing but exercises in 
wisb-fulfilment : the simple truth 
IS that nobody knows as yet how 
this election is going to turn out. 
I mean, barring the simple fact 
that there could be one of four 
results : a victory for the Alliance, 
for Mrs Gandhi, for the Janata, 
or confusion But Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi in her very own magazine 
Swya has decided to venture in 
to the dangerous realms of pre 
dictions, and confidently statc.s 
that her mother-in-law and hus¬ 
band's Party will win 370 seats 
You never know ‘ anything ran 
happen. But I doubt if even 
staunch loyalists of the Congress 
(I) who work in the field would 
venture to predict such a victory. 
What 1 found most intriguing was 
that Mrs Maneka Gandhi had 
awarded the Congrcss(|) with five 
seats. Now just who could five 
people be, who have had the hon¬ 
our of being rerognised as poten¬ 
tial victors by their fiercest anta 
gonists ? 

S urprise, surprise. There are 
gentlemen still left in Calcutta 
politics. The walls of this aty 
are a favourite target of slogan- 
mongers, at the quietest of 
times; around election time the 
virginity of no wall is spared. 
What is most interesting is that 
you will find quite a few walls 
newly whitewashed, and blank, 
with a legend on them . Space 
reserved for Congress(I). or. Space 
reserved for CPl(M). Apparently, 
this underatonding is maintained, 
and no one poaches on anybody 
else’s aelf-allocated space. The 
walls guarding the Birla residence 
in South Calcutta have been re¬ 
served by the Cong^(I). Does 
that mean anything ? 

M. J. AKBAR 






Irani fascist Islam 

The mullahs are without mercy, reports FRED HALLIDAY from Iran 


dM not take ane long to sense 
the fcrocioiis Rigbt-wins Islamic 
f^our that gnps much of Iran 
joday. lo toe airport arrival 
ball, m front of the (unattaod- 
ed h ea lt h cxmtrols. han gn a 
poster ou wbidi the dove of iMsace 
u being ripped open by a hammer 
and sickle UndemeaUi runs the 
simple message The Mirage’ Alon). 
the walls on the way into Tehran the 
slogans ‘Death to Communism’ and 
'Death to the Fedayin’ can be seen 
and amid the plethora of renamed 
streets none is called after any left 
winger who gave his or her hfe in 
the 25 year struggle against the 
Shah Huge placards show an Iranian 
revolutionary breaking through shack 
les imposed by both the Russian and 
US flags, and the walls of the mas¬ 
sive Soviet embassy compound in the 
centre of the city are daubed wi^ 
hostile slogans 

The second mght I was in Iran I 
attended the first major pubbc rally 
held by the Tudeh, or Communist 
Party in the 30 years since it was 
banned by the Shah A crowd ot 
around 50 000 people had gathered 
to hear Ehsan Tabari the party s 
leading theoretician and the grand 
son of an Ayatollah, who was now a 
candidate in the coming elections tor 
a Counal of Experts to discuss th« 
constitution Most of the crowd ap 
peared to be students, but there was 
more than a sprinkling of older peo 
pie, gnarled representatives of ano 
ther age As several hundrid stc 
wards with linked arms guaidcd tiu 
perimeter of the meeting groups of 
nghtwing youths, named Phalaiii. 
ists’ by their opponents roamed 
around shouting 'Death to the Tudcli 
and the Fedayr Social Parasites 
and repeating the most frequent 
nghtist slogan heard in Iran "Iheie 
is no Par^ but the Party of God 
No Leader but the Spirit of God 
the latter being a reference to Kho 
meini Thwarted in their mam aim 
of disrupting the meeting thest 
Islamic militants turned on a hapless 
Iranian press photographer and 
after chasing him across the campus 
grounds smashed his equipment an<I 
pummelled him to the ground amid 
chants of 'Allah is Great’ 

This hysteria is not confined to 
Mushm activists on the street but 
can be found at the centre of the 
Islamic Government from which it 
receives strong encouragement Two 
of Khomeini’s top advisers whom I 
interviewed Foreign Minister Ya?di, 
Radio and TV Director Ghotbzadeh 
had blamed the Left for Iran’s pre¬ 
sent troubles and claimed that the 



Amtollah Khometm 


I eft had playt d no rok m the revo 
lution that overthrew the Shah A 
similar view is held by Ayatollah 
Nun ont ot tht key organisers of 
last year’s anti Shah demonstrations 
in Tehran 

Foi weeks offices and bookshops 
belonging to lift wing ui gamsations 
in the piovinccs havi been attacked 
On 1 1 id IS August 10 foi >xampie 
crowds coming out of the mosque in 
the Arerbaijani tovin of Urumieh 
burnt down the Fedayin bookstore 
and this was followed by attacks on 
left wing offitfs and bookstalls in 
Tehran on the following Monday 
The new press law which makes 
criticism of flu Ayitollahs illegal 
and rnfoiccs wide langing censorship 
of domestic and ioitign icporting is 
another blow it those who critiasc 
the policv of the Idimit government 

The iltick on the Left by leading 
Gcvcrnnien' offiriils ofl/n takes the 
foim of a lalhfi ciiid.' scapegoating 
Bam Sadr fold me that the left was 
to blame for the standstill m mdus 
trv and both he iiid (.hotbradeh 
blimed the uiiist among Turks 
Anhs ind Tuieemans on leftist inter 
f<“iencr avoiding the que,t]on of 
wheiher the demands of these peo 
,ole are re legif >mate or not The ii 
defer re of current policy towards the 
Kurd', sounded like I thiopian offi 
cials legitimating their repressive 
policies m Fritrea on the grounds 
that he regional opposition forces 
were also 'agents’ of foreign powers 
Tn a tragic ironv many of those 
who ivere in the forefront of the 
struggle against the Shah are now 


; mce again on the receiving end of 
Government repression and right- 
wing violence Mohammad Rera Sa> 
'adati a member of the Kbjahidin of 
the People guerrillas, who spent 
years In tail under the Shah has now 
been arrested on charges of being a 
‘Soviet spy’ and has the dubious dis¬ 
tinction of being the first of the new 
political prisoners known to have 
undergone torture Slogans calling for 
his exeemtion have been written on 
walls in Tehran Over a docen mem¬ 
bers of the Socialist Wewkers Party, 
arrested weeks ago m the southern 
town of Ahvar still await trial as 
does ^e ooet Nasim Khaksar, who 
earlier spent eight years in the 
Shah’s prisons A Igwyer I met 
had spent three years In jail, 
had been tortured by hanging 

on a cross — 'bke Spartacus and 
his poor friends* as he pot it to 
me — and had then had both his 
legs broken by SAVAK agents after 
his rcleas“ He was recently kidiup- 
ped by unknown assailants and taken 
up into the hills north of Tehran 
where he was badly burnt on his bade 
and chest 

Mossadeqs giandson lawyer Head- 
vat Matin Daftan who was flagged 
and thrown over the side of a moun¬ 
tain in 1%7 and imprisoned by the 
Shah last vtai had to flee last week 
into hiding in order to escape arn^st 
aftei the National Domociatic Front, 
ol which he is ont of the leaders, 
oiganised the demonstiation to pro¬ 
test the closure of opposition papers 
A few days earlier I had lunched with 
him and had found him despite the 
evident tension in the country to 
quietly optimistic He sensed, as 
other opposition membcis did, that 
the akhunds or icligious leaders were 
owrreaching themselves by interfer 
ring in so many areas of pubhc life 
and by their appaient inabibty to 
run the country Many people felt 
that despite the cut i cat Govern m ent 
onslaught the left allied with the 
movement for regional autonomy, 
could in the longer lun establish a 
democratic system One Arerbaijani 
poet I met went so far as to argue 
the daring thesis that events in Iran 
would mean ‘the end of Islam’ a» 
populai revulsion against the ak 
hunds led to a backlash in the months 
ahead 

Some signs of such resistance can 
be seen on the streets of northern 
and central Tehran Music banned on 
the state radio is available in casset 
le foTm ind even thouPh this is the 
month of Ramadhan whe n all day 
fasting IS obligatory stalls selling soft 




drinks are open. Veoplc were smok- 
tnic and playing musir in public, and 
hosts proudly produced the odd bottle 
of whisky or champagne. In th/* oil¬ 
fields. so I was told bv a reliable 
source, the Government is taking no 
chances with the oil workers who de¬ 
monstrated their power so cffectivelv 
last year; there the workers' canteen 
remains open all day. Ramadhan or 
not. 

Yet the power of the Islamic right 
must not be underestimated. Its ap¬ 
peal is not just an ideological one, 
since its strength rests on a set of in¬ 
stitutions that retain great power at 
the neighbourhood level Ayatollah 
Nuri, for example, explained how he 
could call on thousands of people all 
over Tehran who had been students 
at hit lectures over the past few 
VMrs, and the new anti-Left tone of 
Xbomeinl's regime is transmitted 
not just over tlw radio but in the 
Friday seasions at the mosque and 
through local Islamic assodations. 

'PHE position of women illustrates 
X the uncertain status of the new 
lalafflic regime. Kbomeuil's claim be¬ 
fore hiS return to Iran that Islom 
guarantees equality of the sexes was 
never true |[iven the theory and 
the practice of all Islamic societies. 
But the attempt to impose Muslim 
dothing. whether the cloak-like 
chador or the scarf-like hejab, was 
successfully resisted by the women's 
demonstrations of last March. Since 
that time, there has been no marked 
Increase in the wearing of Muslim 
clothing by women in the centre and 
north of Tehran, and many women 
even in government offices remain 
without it. 

However, Khomeini may well try 
to enforce the hejab in the future 
and he is reported to have told a 
woman poet who vlaitod him that he 


would do so after the I-sUmic Consti 
tulion becomes law. In the mean 
time uthei factors are eating away 
at wumen’.s po.sitiun. Altbuugh there 
arc still women announcers on the 
radio, all solo wome.n singers have 
been taken off the media—and 
Dirertor Ghotb/adeh tried to tell me 
this was b^iausc they had all been- 
connected with the Imperial Court 
Women's sports have been virtually 
stopped, and the few women judges 
seiviiig in the courts have been re¬ 
allocated to then evident disgust 
that oiiie Muslim law is imposed in 
the courts the Islamic prescription 
that one man's testimony as a 
witness must be considered equal 
to that of two women will 
come into force. One woman 
was elected to the 73-person Council 
of Experts now discussing the draft- 
constitution, but she was a nominee 
of Khomcim's and her election poster 
was a tragi comic one. showing two 
eyes gnd a nose emerging from be¬ 
hind a black chador. 

Probably the gravest attack on 
women's position has come m the 
realm of employment, where discri¬ 
mination. as in other countries. is 
Justified on grounds of economic con¬ 
straint. Additionally, the organised 
feminist tide that was so succestful 
in March has not continued. Most 
left groups seem to regard the ques¬ 
tion of women as a secondary one, 
but while 1 saw no women at the 
Fedayin headquarters wearing head- 
scarves the Mojahidin told me that all 
women who join their organisation 
must wear one. One change the Gov¬ 
ernment will find hard to put through 
is the segregation of schools, since 
only 15 per cent of primary school 
teachers arc men and an almost re¬ 
verse situation operates in secondary 
education. But the everyday pressur¬ 


Ayatollah Khomeini bemg greeted bv folUmu’rx m Qom 



es on women continue and it is easy 
for the demagogues of the right to 
talk of women's emancipation as part 
of some 'alien' imposition on Iran. 
Even the late Dr Ali Shariati, sup¬ 
posedly the theorist of a new en¬ 
lightened Islam, argues in his Omat 
va Iniamal that woman’s liberation 
is a plot by ' the western cosmetic 
monopolies to boost their exports to 
the third world. Here again, the pow¬ 
er of Islamic reaction over women 
must not be underestimated and one 
has only to see the phalanxes of 
chanting black-cloaked women on 
right-wing demonstrations to realise 
that Khomeini and his people can 
mobilise large numbers of women for 
their cause, such as fascist move¬ 
ments in Europe did in the 1930s. 

The position of the urban working 
class is, as vet, uncertain. Many fac¬ 
tories are idle or running at a reduc¬ 
ed level of output, and the masses 
of migrant workers who flocked to 
the cities to work in construction 
have been dispersed by the stand¬ 
still in this sector, evident in the 
lines of unmoving cranes along the 
Tehran skyline. In the factories some 
of the workers’ committees set up 
during the last months of the strug¬ 
gle against the Shah have continued 
to operate. But it seems that many 
of these have been taken over by the 
akhunds or bv the Revolutionary 
Committees, and no substantial orga¬ 
nisations linking different factorie.s 
have yet emerged to form the basis 
of a new trades union stiucturc. The 
Islamic forces have been quick to see 
the need to pre-empt any threat from 
this source. While he fulminates 
against the left, Khomeini appeals to 
the workers in the name of Islam 
and a widely distnbuted poster de¬ 
picts an industrial worker holding 
an Islamic banner beneath a quota¬ 
tion from the Koran promising a 
speedy victory. 

The rhetoric of the regime places 
great emphasis on what it is doing 
for the moslaztiin, a neologism based 
on the Arabic word for ‘week’, and 
usually translated as the ‘deprived’. 
A classic populist concept, it is de¬ 
signed to appeal to the working class 
without thereby scaring off the other 
class allies of the Islamic movement. 
Yet it would seem that despite the 
immense sums of money available 
from oil, the new regime has not 
brought tangible benefits to these 
people. Loans for bousing of up to 
£12,000 (300,000 Tomans) are avail¬ 

able but only to those who can make 
a deposit of one-tenth this amount 
The economics correspondent of one 
pro-lslamic paper told me that apart 
from providing electricity of under 
100 Kilowatts free of charge nothing 
had been done to benefit the poor in 
the six months'since Khomeini came 
to power. Meanwhile inflation runs 
at ov«r 30 per cent. 

The standard themes of Islamic 
theorists are those familiar to right- 
wing populist, and indeed, fasdit 
movements elsewhere. Bant Sadr’s 
‘Unitary Economics’, a farrago of 
Islamic and socialist ideas, is little 
more than confusioniat rhetoric, lac¬ 
ed with some religious allusions, and 
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has so far ted to no concrete pro* 
gramme that could begin to solve 
Iran’s economic problems. When I 
met him, Bani Sadr laid great em* 
phasis upon how Iran remained a 
dependent country in which imperia* 
lism still played a major role, but 
neither what he told me, nor what he 
bad previously written, led me to be¬ 
lieve that he has a coherent grasp of 
the Iranian economy. Earlier, he told 
me that the spirituality of Khomeini 
had an important consolatory rote to 
play given the serious material pri¬ 
vations to whidi tne people would be 
exposed. 

The oft-heard slogan that There is 
no Right nor Left in I.slam’ and 
Khomeini’s appeals for Islamic unity 
are the conventional fare of overtly 
fascist regimes, coupled as they are 
with attacks on all opponents as be¬ 
ing ‘enemies of Islam’ and with a 
fadle attribution of links with impe¬ 
rialism to all who question his views. 
Although he hardly ever mentions 
Iran, much of Khomeini’s Islamic 
rhetoric is very nationalistic and his 
favourite ploy is to attack the Left for 
being western-influenced and alien to 
Iran’s traditions. His denunciations 
of the intelligentsia especially writ* 
ers and lawyers, and his attacks on 
the'Press, indciate a willingness to 
stifle all critical discussion on the 
grounds that they are part of an 
‘imperialist conspiracy’. Yet so deva¬ 
lued have such accusations become 
that more than one Iranian I met 
was able to argue at great length 
how Khomeini himself has been in¬ 
stalled by the CIA... 

I T is as yet hard to evaluate the 
forces opposed to Khmneini, but 
they certainly go beyond the 
organised Parties of Uie Lef’ 
While Ayatollah Taleqani seems 
CO have fa^en into line behind 
Khomeini’s nghtist crusade, Ayat¬ 
ollah Sharriat-Madari, who called 
on bis followers to Iwycott the re¬ 


cent elections, remain.s a powerful 
foroe, specially in his native Azer¬ 
baijan and among the estimated 
1.5 million Azerbaijanis who live in 
Tehran. The other non-Persian 
nationalities are also re.sistant to 
the centralising tendenric.s of the 
Islamic Government, and the Kurds 
in particular arc well-armed and 
should be able to resist the central 
Government for a long time. While 
they strc.ss that they do not want 
to sectHle from Iran, the Kiird.s do 
want some form of substantial regio¬ 
nal autonomy, and the draft I'onsti- 
tution, offering only .some ill-defined 
local councils which bear no rela¬ 
tion to the nationalities themselves, 
is clearly inadequate to their 
demands. 


The Left itself, based in Tehran 
but with substantial provincial sup 
port, con-prises a number of com¬ 
peting groups. The National Demo-. 
cratM- Front, which broke away from 
the National Front in March, com¬ 
prises a number of liberal and so- 
dalfst groups. Although not a Party, 
and formally nearer the centre than 
other Left organisatnins, it has so 
far been the most consistently criti¬ 
cal of the Khomeini Government. 
Not only did the NDF call for a 
boycott of both the referendum on 
the Islamic Republic and the Coun- 
ri) of I'ixperts elections, but it took 
the. initiative in organiring the pro- 
te.sts agaiast ceasorship that spark¬ 
ed the recent cla.shes.‘ 

The two main former guerrilla 


A Government firing aguoa executing Kurdish rebeUf 
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Drought! 

ARUN RAN JAN finds out whether the disaster that 
struck Uttar Pradesh and Bihar was man or 
nature's doing 


T '~ HE general view «)f the 
drough that ha.s grippi-d 
Uttar Pradc.sh in that it 
is the worst thv Slate has 

_J Witnessed iti the last d(l 

years. Fifty ot the Slate's .'iG di.stiids 
have been affected. »l which the, 
worst-hit are Jaunpur, Mir/apiir and 
Banda. The Stair i.ipiial Lucknow 
has received repuits of six deaths in 
Jaunpur. acute scarcity ol walei in 
Mirzapur. and an exodus ol labourers 
liuiii Hundelkliaml. Only six ol the 
Slate's bill districts have escaped tho 
ravaKcs ol the diiMiebt. 

WHIi some raintall onlv in the liist 
week ol JulVi the -scarcity of water 
has badly affected large areas undei 
cultivation. There was no more ram 
till the Jirst of Augus , and on Sep 
tember 7, Varanasi, Jaunpur and 
Mirzapur had noihini! more than light 
drizzles. Thi.s brought .some re-sjute 
for the crop.s. riie target area for the 


kharif season was 102 lakh hectares, 
including crops such as paddy, jowar, 
baira. maize, .sugarcane, and til. Of 
the.so 102 lakh hectares, the condi* 
litin ol 05 lakh hectares of crops is 
paiiicularlv bad, the area having 
b<;cn rendered almost uncultivebte 
by the lack of rain. Of the remain¬ 
ing 35 lakh hectares, irrigation 
facilities exist for only 23 lakh 
hectare's, mostly in the form of tube- 
wells and pump sets. Besides this, 
there are 230 small and 10 W 
pumps. Water for irrigation in UP 
and Bihar is drawn from the upper 
Ganges, lower Ganges, Sarada, Bam 
Ganga, and the Gandak. Posses of 
Home Guards keep vigil on their 
blinks to ensure that there is no un¬ 
authorised diversion of water for 
irrigation. 

Last ve.ir the production of rice 
stood at 52.G lakh tonnes. The target 
this yeai is 64 lakh tonnes, but ow¬ 


ing to the drought, the final produc¬ 
tion figure is not likely to exceed 3C 
lakh tonnes. The loss in rice produc¬ 
tion atone is around Rs 400 crorcs. 
The estimated production of macca, 
was 10 lakh tonnes, bajra 7 lakh 
tonnes, jowar 5 lakh tonnes, dal, 
hang, urad and moong 1.5 lakh 
tonnes, and for coarse grains like 
kodon, sawa and kakun 2.5 lakh 
tonnes. But due to the dry condi¬ 
tions this season, as much as 40 to 
70 per cent of these crops have 
suffered, which accounts for a total 
loss of about Rs 200 crores. ’nie 
target for production including the 
kharif crops was around 90 lakh 
tonnes. But the farmers would be 
lucky if they can manage even to pro¬ 
duce 50,000 tonnes. Under the cir¬ 
cumstances, it is doubtful if farmers 
will be able to harvest 40 per cent of 
the targeted crop production. Oliici.il 
estimates for production are based 
On the availability of irrigation facili¬ 
ties. poVver. and recorded rarnfall. 
But owing to an anitc shortage of all 
these aids, the State authorities esti¬ 
mated total crop losses at around 
Rs. 900 crores. 

All of Bihar's 31 districts have been 
hit by the drought. But officially the 
situation has only been described as 
"droughtlike”. In official jargon, 
only area-s where 75 per cent of 
crons have been damaged come un- 










A trailer u'dUinn to be lotaed: ever ihc fuel shortaqe iv evident 


der the category of a proper 
“drought”. Where 50 per cent of 
crops have suffered, the areas would 
be termed “drought-hit". Going by 
this definition, all the 31 districts 
are “drought-hit”. In Palamau. 
Hazaribagh, l>hanbad, Giridih, Hoh- 
tas. Aurangabad. Nawadah and 
Monghyr the situation is particularly 
acute. The targeted production of 
fuodgrains in the State was 112.5 
lakh tonnes and for iutc. around 11 
lakh tonnes. The target for food- 
grains included 90 lakh tonnes of 
rice and 11 lakh tonnes of maize. 
Bihar normally has some pre-monsoon 
rain, but this year it was scarce. 
There was little or no rain in June 
which resulted in losses in the pro¬ 
duction ol jute, maize and pulses. 
Sporadic ramtall in the beginning of 
July was followed by suliicient rain¬ 
fall later in the month. However, 
some southern districts remained com¬ 
paratively dry. Till Augu.st 20, Sing- 
bhum, Uhanbad, Katihur, and Giridih 
had only half of the average rainfall 
they get in the period every year. 
There was approximately two-thirds 
ot the normal rainfall at Aurangabad. 
Hohtas, I’alamau, Madhubani, Begu- 
sarai, and Purnea. 

Excessive rainfall in North Bihar 
even caused Hoods. Both floods and 
drought hit the State together. Tlie 
sowing of crops suffered due to the 
scarce rainfall, and even where sow¬ 
ing was possible, seedlings could not 
sprout. While the target for paddy 
cultivation was 53 lakh hectares, 
crop.s were almost completely des¬ 
troyed in 8.5 lakh hectares. Eventual¬ 
ly, cultivation of paddy was possible 
only in 34 lakh hectares. The target 
for maize cultivation was 9 lakh 
hectares, but the drought reduced 
the figure to four lakh hectares. Of 
the 1.6 hectares normally under .iutc 
cultivation, 16,000 hectares remained 
barren. According to official esti¬ 
mates, 20.5 lakh tonnes of rice valu¬ 
ed at Rs. 410 crores, 6 lakh tonnes ot 
maize valued at Rs 90 crore.s. 2.5 
lakh bales of jute worth Rs 70 crores 
and other assorted crops worth Rs 10 
crores were damaged, bringing the 
total damages to Rs 580 crores. The 
situation is equally bad in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

It is evident that in UP and Bihar, 
^ 70 per cent of the kharif crops have 

been damaged. Those which remain 
standing are fighting a grim battle 
against the drought. The plight of 
the farmers would not have bron so 
bad had the loss been restricted to 
Kharif crops, but under the present- 
drcumstances it seems that the rabi 
harvest too would be very seriously 
affected. The cultivator’s fate will 
be decided by the rainfall in October. 
It is probable that in the event of 
scanty rainfall in the coming months, 
drought could even lead to starvation. 
The villages in the interior could 
well reach starvation point in the near 
future. The Ceotre has declared 
that it has at its disposal 23 million 
tonnes of foodgrains in storage. The 
country produces around 130 million 
tonnes of foodgrains annually. There- 
^ fore 1.01 million tonnes arc required 
to meet the emergency situation 
created by the drought. The kharif 


crop production normally amounts to 
around 60 lakh tonnes. According to 
official estimates, the kharif produce 
will be 20 million tonne.s in .spite of 
:he drought. This means-that after 
the kharif harvest,- the warehouses 
will have around 43 million tonnes of 
foodgrain.s. If we forget the rabi 
trop for the moment, we will require 
52 million tonnes of foodgrains for 
the next 6 months, of which only 43 
million tonnes seem to be availalile.' 
Officials believe that the amount 
available will at least save the people 
from starvation. 'i'hLs can onl.v be 
achieved bv organusing an efficient 
systeiii of distribution. Blackmarkete- 
er.*, are bound to have a field dav a.s 
soon as the foodgrains reach the 
ciiics. Only the comparatively affluent 
citv lolks will b»- able to buy the 
foodgrains at inllalcd rates. The 
villageis will be the worst sufferers 
In the face of this grim situation, 
one wonders how soon and how well 
the distribution .system can serve 
the villages. 

Of the 18U lakh hectares under 
cultivation in UP, only 8.2 lakh hco 
tare.s are irrigated. Ninctyeight lakh 
hectares haw to depeitd on rain. In 
Bihar, only 22 lakh hectares out of a 
total of 80 lakh hectares of arable 
land is under irrigation. Faulty tube- 
wells and insufficient power limit the 
irrigated areas to around 10 lakh 
hectares. In UP. for the same rea- 
.sons, the benefits of irrigation are 
limited to about 60 lakh hectares. 

In Bihar, the Gandak. Kosi, Sone 
and Kyol Chandan Barua canals con¬ 
stitute the principal arteries of irri¬ 
gation. The Gandak and Kosi canals 
are not dry at the moment but they 
may cease to function in the coming 
months. The Sone canal may soon 
become totally useless due to sc'anty 
rainfall. Out of a total of 10.000 
tubewells in.stalled by the Govern¬ 
ment .'n the State, not more than 
6,000 arc functioning properly. Pri¬ 
vate tubewells number around 
1,26,000 in the Sta c, and 10,000 
among these are out of order. 
Shortage of power and diesel 
is a constant headache for the far¬ 
mers. On an average, cbe machines 


are not able to irrigate more 
than a hectare against their capa- 
ciy of two hectares. In UP, there are 
three major irrigation canals, over 
200 smaller canals fed by pumps 
and 10,52,454 tubewells, which arc 
privately owned. The State Govern¬ 
ment has installed as many as 15,000 
tubewells. Forty per cent of private 
tubewells and 60 per cent among 
those owned by the Government 
need urgent repairs. 

The State Government has issued 
a rule that power will be available 
for tubewells only from 10 p.m. to 4 
a.ni. An irrigation official who re- 
turned from a tour of Ranchi, Naiwa- 
dnli and Hazaribagh told this corres¬ 
pondent that farmers do not get 
power for more than half an hour 
during the night! Power is genera¬ 
ted in Bihar at Patratu and Barauni. 
Patra'u has eight thermal units. Even 
if one unit i.s shut down there is an 
immtidiate shortfall of 60 MW. The 
total power demand of the Sta'e is 
around 720 MW. But not more than 
200 '0 250 MW are generated daily. 
This figure, too. is not constant. 
Bihar also buys elcctricitv from UP 
and Orissa to the tune of 55 MW. 
Therefore, not more than 300 MW 
are available daily. With this level 
of power production it is impossible 
to cope with the drought situation. 
In UP, the. thermal units are expected 
to produce 3,182 MW of power but 
the actual generation is only bet¬ 
ween 1,500—1,600 MW. (This is the 
production figure for 4 9.79). In UP 
only 36,000 villages out of a total of 
1.12,000 have electricity. Let us 
consider the situation prevail¬ 
ing in some of UP’s power 
centres; Obhira is plagued by 
low quality coal and defective 
machinery but is somehow function¬ 
ing. Rthand, a hydcl power station, 
is closed. Ram Ganga may soon be 
shut down due to unavailabihtv of 
water. Harduangaj, Pankl and Ja- 
muna are functioning. Ibc hydel 
powci station at ChiTia is running 
smoothly. Suhawla is only producing 
3 MW daily against its installed rapa 
aty of 13 

Accordipa to available .statistics, 
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If you were born before 1949 
read this advertisement fully 



9 out of 10 people over the age of 30 have falling hair 

...anddonH know it! 


If you are one of the 9, start today with 
Pure Silvikrin 

Run your comb vigorously through 
your hair. If any tell-tale hair comes off 
on your comb, you suffer from falling 
hair. 1 he lime to act is now, before 
thinning hair shows up in your mirror. 
Lack of vital amino*acids, the hair’s 
natural food, leads to thinning, 
unhealthy, hair. Unless this deficiency, 
is corrected, hair will continue to fall. 
That is why you need to 
start using Pure Silvikrin 
today. 

What Pure Silvikrin 
contains. 

I. A <top of Pure SHvikrin 
magnified. 

Pure Silvikrin is a uniq|ue 
combination of 17 ammo- 
acids that make up the 

OBMMSei lA 



body’s supply of natural hair 
requirements. 

How Pure Silvikrin works. 


2. Penetrating action. 

Thoroughly massage Pure Silvikrin into 
the scalp, to,help it reach hair roots. 
Pure Silvikrin’s scientifically researched 
formula now goes into action, bringing 
hair growth back to its healthy 
condition. Use Pure 
Silvikrin every day, 
twice a day, until 
your hair returns 
to normal. 


Pure 

SiMkrin 
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only 25 per of the arable land 
in UP and bihar is under irrigation. 
Inadequate supplies of power and 
diesel have made a modcery of irriga¬ 
tion in these areas. The remaining 
75 per cent is left to the whims of 
nature. Successive Governments 
must be held responsible for this sad 
state of affairs. 

An offirial of the irrigation depart¬ 
ment told this correspondent : “The 
power siuation has been always 
alarming. And we have always had 
poor irrigation facilities. But we 
have been hit by drought only this 
year. Why ? Perhaps you can tell 
me." This statement reflects the 
official stand regarding the drought. 
The concerned Ministries have deve¬ 
loped the habit of blaming na’uie 
for drought and in the event of a 


bumper crop, they bask in its glory. 
A bumper crop is also exploited by 
Minister for political ends. 

It is po.ssible that the Government 
is using the drought to cover up its 
failure on the agriculture, irrigation, 
and power fronts. Before *he drought 
set in, cities in Bihar and UP were 
plagued by power-cuts. When the 
drought began, the Government de¬ 
clared thiit the countryside would 
cnioy priority in the allotmen of 
power. Bii as things stand at the 
moment power is not adequately 
available cither in the villages or in 
the_ urban areas. In Bihar too irri¬ 
gation officials blame the electricity 
department for the mes.s. The Gov¬ 
ern men mu.st accept the blame for 
♦he drought compounded by the 
failure of irrigation. 


dear picture of (he situation itself. 
Apart from the chief secretary and 
the agriculture secretary, no one 
else, perhaps, had any idea about 
how much land in the State was 
irrigated and how much was affect 
by the drought, what the capacity of 
the State’s power stations were and 
how many pumping .sets and tube- 
wells were working. These two offi¬ 
cials on the other hand were closet¬ 
ed in continiiuu.s meetings between 
them.selves. The total damage due 
to the drought was officially put at 
R-> 600 crores. All I wanted to ask 
was what the break-up of damages 
were. Since nobody could or was 
willing to an.swer niv queries I was 
pushed from one table to another. 
During inv futik* search for answe.rs 
I met the MLA from Faizabad, Mr 
Shvama Prasad Pradip. 


Politics of disaster 

People in the cities are apathetic, leaving politicians 
to exploit the situation, finds ARUN RANJAN 


HE tram was on its 
way troin Lucknow to 
Jaunpur, the district in 
UP worst hit by drought. 

_I When the tiain stopped 

at Ayodhya a laige number of pil¬ 
grims. entered it among whom was a 
sizable crowd of Marwans. Furlhoi 
down at Shahganj station another 
group of people entered. But they 
were different from the faces inside 
the train—^ili-fed and dark with vac 
ant looks in tlieir eyes. A ‘compassion¬ 
ate’ passenger’s voice was hea i 
“Since you are from the dioughi 
affected regions, go to the Govern¬ 
ment for relief. Do not come and 
di.sturb us.’’ The men did not re¬ 
ceive a single paise from any pa.ssen- 
ger inside the compartment. A young 
man suddenly asked; “How many 
persons have died of hunger lliere’^* 
That was aB the passcngeis could 
spare for the affected people-f<ilse 
sympathy and rude question- .lust 
outside Jaunpur station u dead bill 
lock was sei-n. Comments weie 
immediately heard: “Did it die for 
lack of fodder' No, yaar, it doesu'i 
look starved** 

Almost evgry other yeai the 
villagers in these areas put up with 
^at hardship — floods, fiies and 
drought—and ihe dty people never 
realise their difficulties fust, bold 
headlines appa.ir on the fioni pages 
of newspapers like: “Drought feared 
in State” ai “State Giivemment 
worried". Very soon everything seems 
to disapMar Into oblivion and the 
news about Bie drought finds i(5 
place la an obscure corner. I,eaders 
begin issuing slntcments. Whi-rever 
we have gone in Bihar and UP—in 
the MLA hostels, coffee houses and 
newspaper oflres the onlv discus 
y sions we have heard were about the 
coming electhns. The intellectuals 
In the cities ascribe the drought to 
the power crisis. In the Central 


secretariat in Lucknow I had a 
glimpse of the Government’s attitude 
to the situation. The information 
department rould only give me the 
figures of the affected districts, the 
aericulturo department could onlv 
provide me with the figures of food 
grain.s destroyed while the figures 
for power ,ind irrigation seemed to 
be in pos.session of only the heads of 
the.se departments It was clear that 
the administration did not have a 


According to Mr Pradip, official 
statistics .show that in 18 blocks of 
his district 86 to 99 per cent of land! 
area is under irrigation, which is 
almost as good as the figure for 
Punjab. Statistics also show that in 
July 96.4 and in August 47.7 milli¬ 
metres of rainfall were recorded in 
the area. In reality, the rainfall was 
no more than one-third of 
this amount. 99.28 per cent of land 
area in Baskhari, 86.29 per cent in 
Ramnagar, and 95 4 per cent in 
Rhisun, in the Faizabad district are 
under tubevveil irrigation, according 
to offirial figures. .Since these figure.s 
are exaggerated, not much reliance 
ran be placed on the figures indicat¬ 
ing damages too. Statistical esti¬ 
mates are drawn up in rosy Govern 
nient nffifcs, and relief measures and 
compensation are planned accord¬ 
ingly. Mr Pradip looked contemptu- 
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ouslv at the official chart showing 
damages in various districts he was 
holding and threw it down. 

There is a curious connection be¬ 
tween drought and devious politi¬ 
cians. First, the people of an area 
press politicians to declare their re¬ 
gions as “drought-affected" in order 
to avail of relief. When this is 
done, politicians enjoy the kick-backs 
from relief measures. Here is an in- 
atanoe. Every year, the worst affect¬ 
ed area in the Jharkhand district, 
one of Bihar's most backward re 
gions, is Pdlamau. And every year 
there is a recurring campaign to 
have Madhubani, an area less 
wverelv affected by drought, declar¬ 
ed a “drought-atfccted’’ area. The 
reason is that Madhubani is a Biah- 
min stronghold, and the Brahmins 
there are resourceful: the headlines 
of two papers controlled by the com¬ 
munity make the ‘drought in Madhu- 
'bani' their daily subiect. The starva¬ 
tion deaths in Palaraau make obscure 
Inside-page stories. Droughts have 
this habit of bringing politicuins into 
the focus, in fact, they provide a fine 
opportunity to gauge politicians’ 
popularity. Sibu Soreii. Bihar’.s adi- 
vasi leader from Jharkhand, along 
with three of his rntleagiies, has 
threatened that if the Santal P,ir 
ganas are not dedaied drought- 
affected, no adivasi would cast his 
vote in the coming Parliamentary 
poll. Politicians spaie no pains to 
exaggerate the extent of the drought 
in their own areas in order to gain 
•upport, and .sinei* they are the 
leaders of the masses. MLAs pretend 
to think about the “welfare” of their 
constituencies. They have a lot to 
gam for this, more th,in popular .sup¬ 
port' the more they protend to be 
concerned, the more facilities they 
are given. At least this is what hap¬ 
pened in Uttar Pradesh. And the 
grant of special facilities to poHti 
dans, btdieve it or not, happened to 
be the fir.st instance of any relief 
doled out by th« UP Government In 
the wake of the drought. The MT.As’ 
dally allowanre was increased from 
Rs 15 to Rs 30. and they received 
this amount while the iegisla 
ture was in session. Now they are 
to get the allowance for two more 
days—one prior to the sitting of the 
Assembly, and for the day after it 
has concluded Along with this, they 
are to be granted an allowanre for 
four days' leave fTntil now. TIP’s 
MLAs were '•ntitled to free railwav 
travel for 15.000 kms on coupons. Tf 
they do not avail of these travel 
coupons, they will be paid Bs 3 000 
as rompensation towards travel. Each 
MI.A and his companion is entitled 
to a maximum of eight free first 
class passes for .i month In addition, 
all legislators who wish to travel 
•econd class, shall be entitled to free 
. travel tor 25.000 kilometres, or com 
pensation m cash. U)diiiaril,y, ca^ 
MLA Is entitled to two first class 
passes for travel bv Uain or bus 
Under a recently enacted bill, legisla¬ 
tors arc favoured in the allotmeiit of 
telcpboiie connections — telephones 
shall be installed wherever they re- 
•ide or work. 


"The fields are the landowners’, 
and whatever relief comes is tbeir’s 
too," said a shrivelled farmer in the 
harijan village Gajna in Jaunpur 
district. “We manage to survive on 
earning.s from clay pots,” he added. 
An older harijan said, “We always 
migrate from these drought-prone 
arras, and are getting ready to move 
out of here.” IIow far had the sow¬ 
ing gone ^ “There were no rains, so 
the fanners did not sow. Now the 
only work left lor us is carting dead 
animals,” remarked a youAgCr Bafi- 
jan. “All the Gavernment officials 
visit the bigger villages. Who would 
care to visit a village of landless 
harijans ^ Who bothers abOQl Whe¬ 
ther or not we have had a square 
meal a day ’ It is apparent that 
relief dm's not perrolatc to the low¬ 
est levels. Whatever little relief we 
rc«‘ive is in the form of alms. So 
the only option left is to migrate,” 
another voung harijan of the village 
said. 

Bihar’s Agiiculturc department has 
blamed the Irrigation officials foi 
not making ademiate arrangements 
foi providing waioi to the farmers 
The Irrigation department has in 
tuin blanc'd the Powei department, 
which IS lacing the problem of 
water shortage it.scdf What these 
thice depai tiiients — Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Power — have in 
common, howevei, is an inability to 
dt‘al with the situation within their 
Iiniitation.s. As for the Power de¬ 
partment, thus IS evident from the 
manner in which the Lucknow Elec 
tiic. .Supply Undertaking’s (LESUl 
directives are being flouted an LESU 
ad signed bv the resident engineer 
Mr .S. Mazumdai says that under its 
fourth and fifth ciau.ses aircondition 
ers and neon ad signs are not to be 
used in Government offices and 
Slate undertaking.s. Hut there are 


IPAKT from some of the 
finest perfumes in the 
country, the district of 
Jaunpur is famous tor its 

_vege ables, tobacco and a 

special variety of ncc. Most of the 
Cl ops this year have dried up due to 
the lack of raintall which has brought 
neailv 75 pei c'cnt of the population, 
iui whuin agriculture is the only 
means oi livelihood, to the biink of 
siaivotion Having alieady destroy¬ 
ed the khaiii crop, the drought now 
po.M•^ H grave thicat to the rabi crop 
III the aiea. The farmers for their 
p.i't, aie trying their best to irrigate 
tlieir land manually with watci from 
the Sharda < anal. The level of the 
Gumti. which runs thiough Jaunpur, 
has fallen steeply. There is a short¬ 
age ot water in the Sharda canal too; 
the watei takes as long as 20 to 22 
da\.s to reach the land, and in the 
process more watei dries up Though 
the Sharda canal and its sub-canals 
can iirigati' 2.S per cent of the arable 


BO signs of this order being complied 
with an,ywhcre in Lucknow itself. 
The people in cities continue to look 
at the drought with detached non¬ 
chalance. When I told him that I 
would like to ask the agricultural 
produix commissioner the reasons 
for the drought, a city-bred journa¬ 
list in Lucknow remarked : “The 
only reason for the drought is that 
there have been no rains. What is 
there to ask?” This is the impres¬ 
sion being encouraged by the Estab¬ 
lishment. Did my journalist-friend 
know — if in an area of 1,000 acres, 
700 acres were arable, out of which 
500 acres were without irrigation 
facilities, and 200 irrigated, though 
With less power and water than it 
actually needs, who was to account 
for the future of the farmers? The 
fate of the non-irrigated 500 acres 
Was at the mercy of the rains; 
who would account for that of the 
remaining 200 acres — god or the 
Government^ And who then is utli- 
matelv responsible for this scorching 
disaster’' Is it an apathetic and neg¬ 
ligent Government, or god? These 
are questions that strike every think¬ 
ing person, questions to which there 
can be one sto<^ answer : the 
drought was man-made. There i.s 
no one, even after all this, to ask the 
Government whv it has not provided 
irrigation facilities in all the arable 
land in the State in the last three 
decades. Instead, people are spong¬ 
ing the Government for relief. This 
is what enrourages politicians to 
deceive people. 'The Bihand Dam in 
UP has been closed down ostensibly 
for lack of water It is to be open¬ 
ed during the election.s, obviously as 
a vote-catching device. Apart from 
destroying thousands of homes, one 
thing the drought has certainly done 
is to reveal politicians in their worst 
elements. 


land area, only rich and prosperous 
farmers are left to benefit from thi.s 
because of the sale of the water at 
the exorbitant rate of Rs 5 to 10 per 
hour. A majority of the peasants 
who are extremely poor and cannot 
afford to buy the water, are forced 
to make a living themselves with 
whatever they can grow. Their 
Families are migrating to the cities in 
search of jobs. 

Bejapur village, which is situated 
10 miles east of Jaunpur cHv has 
hardly any fadlity for modern irriga¬ 
tion. The agricultural holdings ar,‘ 
scattered far and wide, and this 
makes it difficult for a single pump 
to distribute water to a number of 
plots together. But despKe the sorry 
lack of irrigation facilKies, not onlv 
maire but also sugarcane is produced 
in the area in abundance, according 
to a ridi landholder Mr Raiendra 
Pratap. "When it started raining 
between June 16 to 18, the peasants 
"<w hope and began planting seedl- 


Relief runs dry 




GOLD has both 
smoothness and 
satisfaction • 


FILTER 


|« aff.r 


\ 




7 ^ * 

’-T ^ 

. 1 ^*v ^ ' 











tnj!s from June 23. But the lack of 
i-’infall after the sowinR, and the 
slinrtRRe of electiidtv and diesel for 
Uu' pumps, brought everything *o 
ninight The crops dried up. This 
jiK-ant lasses for me of upto Rs. 4,000 
tn 0,000 for the seeds and labour Tf 
iiii' crops were produ^d, they would 
have fdched me as murh as Rs 
10,000 So I have effectivclv lost 
around Rs 20,000 This is aKso the 
lot of every other 'prosperous* 
peasant in Bejapur." 

Spi'sking about the drought, the 
subdivisional magistrate of Kerakat 
said that all the 450 villages in 
Jalalpur, Muftigang, Kerakat and 
Donii, under the Kerakat sulniivision 
have been hit bv the drought Water 
barely reaches the pumps from the 
various canals becau&s the sub¬ 
division is situated at the tail end of 
the irrigated area, the point farthest 
from the water-source. Even crops 
in the command area are therefore, 
drying. There are 8S public tube 
wells, of which 12 arc permanently 
defective, and 13 arc not woikiog 
because of minor defects. A number 
of private tubewclls provide the 
much-needed relief. Last yaar there 
were 300 milbmeties of rainfall till 
August, and Uus year the rainfall for 
the same period was 93 nulli-metres 
only On September 2, the rainfall 
recorded was 2 millimetres and Sep¬ 
tember 3 It was b.5 niiilimetres. This 
was hardly suttiuent tor the kbarif 
crop, and there is no hope of any 
more rainfall now, because the rainy 
season is almost over. 

According to Hainashray Yadav 
who owns ten acres in Gajna, and 
bclkhara. there arc about 250 
tdiiiiiies in the two villages which till 
lougbly toO bighas ot land. Apart 
troni a few Yadavas. the rest till no 
more than 5 to 10 acres each. Among 
them are horuans, Thakurs. Koiris 
and Lobars. There is a public pump 
near the harijan basU in Gajna. 
Though there are about 16 to 17 
piunpmg sets in the village, this does 
not appear to help. Uus is evident 
fioin the sight at the maize pianta- 
tinas, where despite the presence of 
tubewclls and pumps withm dose 
reach, the crops have dried. The 
pumps are not working tor the lack 
of diesel. 

The former Minister and MP from 
Kciakdt, Ram Sagar Singh, is more 
worried about the rahi than the 
kbaril crop. Accordmg to him, the 
drought poses a grave threat to the 
rab> crop, since the farmers have no 
scckIs to plant due to the crop-failure. 
And Government help has also not 
been tunneoming. 

Ml N. A. visnwanathan, Jaunpur's 
young and entbusiasuc UM. said that 
crops worth Hs 16 crores were 
damaged in the area. A food-lor- 
woik programme involvmg a 49-km 
stictch ot road has been started Ot 
the 5Ul pubuc tubewells only 423 are 
working. We heard a auange com¬ 
plaint ID the DM s office. the 600 
cua>ec3i of water earmarked for Jaun- 
pui and auitanpur, onty sou at a bema 
received. Ut this jaunpur's due 
shore is 40 per cent bui it is only 
receiving 25 per cent. Un Septemb¬ 
er 0 , the UM wrote in protesi to tne 
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State Government, against the in¬ 
adequate arrangemeiits made for the 
district. The UM contessed that 
17 per cent of the arable land in his 
district was irrigable. Mr Kedar 
Nath, a peasant in Kerakat complain¬ 
ed that the litt irngaUon Icchuiquc 
was nut working. Most private tube- 
welLs have stopped working fur lack 
of power 01 diesel. 

The Government has announoM 
that the consumption of electricity in 
ciUes will be restricted to save more 
power for the villages. According to 
Uio new loster. power cuts arc to be 
effective on one day frwn 12 noon to 
6 pm and un the next from 6 am to 
12 noon, and so on, on alternate days. 
Villages are supposed to receive 
power lor C hours every day. But 
farmers complain of receiving power 
for not moie than two to three hours 
every day. aud this too between 
irregular injrivals. Power oits re¬ 
sult in problems in operating electric 



Hanuman Prasad Singh- 


g umping sets. There is another pro- 
lem. Power for irrigation is sup- 
pli^ at night, but the peasants are 
unwilling to work at night becaiue 
of the fear of snakes whidi abound 
in the fields. The inconvenient hours 
of power supply have angered the 
villagers, who allegedly beat up the 
electricity executive engineer, Mr R. 
N Singh, on September 4-5. 

Mr Birendra Pratap Singh of 
Sakhoi village. talking about a 
fellow farmer. Kedar Nath Singh, 
who owns a foreign tractor, said that 
besides ploughing 20 acres of his 
(Kedar’s) land, the tractof was being 
used to plough hundreds of acres of 
other farmers* land at a rate of Rs 
15 to 40 per acre. (The differing 
rates were due to the different uses 


the tractor was to). Mr Birendra 
FrotaP Sinidi said that he had asked 
Kedar babu if he conld use his trac¬ 
tor for plongUng four bighas of his 
own land, towhnh the latter rc*^ 
that he would lend it only if given 
the diesel. “Fcb- the last 10 days my 
men have been looking for diwl in 
the city but in vain.” According to 
the local Janata(S) leader Mr Hanu- 
man Prasad Sini^, the ten to 12 
petrol pumps in the erty have not 
been able to obtain suffiaent die^I. 
and whatever little they have isj^ 
ing sold at the exorbitant rate of Rs 
3.30 per litre in the blackmari^ 
whereas the actual cost is Rs l.w 
per litre. Says Mr Hanuman Prasad 
Singh, “The (iovemment has announc¬ 
ed that diesel will be supphed on 
production of ration cards, but %wiv 
has nothing been done about it? The 
racketing in diesel has already given 
rise to tension amon^ the farmers. 
Sometime back the pesants and their 
leaders ghcraoed a petrol pump on 
the Allahabad Road in the Naigang 
municapality. According to a state¬ 
ment by a Government spokesman. 
die.spl permits shall soon be istoed 
in the Jaunpur district under which 
30 litivs per week arc earmarked for 
pumping sets. 40 litrej, per week for 
tractor.s, 40 litres per day for tru^s 
and buses and 20 litres per day for 
jeep taxies. This means a total of 
577 kilolitres erf diesel will be ap¬ 
plied to Jaunpur every month, while 
the actual demand iii Jaunpur is 
for 1,600 kilolitres cvei-v month. The 
gap between actual demand and 
the amount promised is obvious With 
prospects (ft relief in the viliais^ 
dechning a massive exodus has start¬ 
ed towards towns and aties and an 
increasing number of people are tak¬ 
ing to pulling rickshaws and work¬ 
ing on construction sites as labourers. 
Only those who still have the courage 
and determinauon to survive on their 
land have stayed badc^. 

The exodus from the villages can 
have .verioos implications for the 
agricultural economy since when the 
time comes for the rabi crop to tc 
sown, there will be few hands around. 
The position of foodgrains is yet to 
be ascertained. The Government has 
opened some fair price foodgrains 
shops vrtiich are to sell wheat 
rate of Rs 138 per quintal. The 
market price of wheat has meanwhile 
diot up tq Bs 145 per quintal from 
Rs 120 per quintal a few days back. 
This shows the enormous profiteenng 
in wheat prices. The Government 
harps on the fact that there are large 
stocks of wheat in godowns. but has 
this helped dieck prices? As for 
tonnii to the peasants, the ra^ ran 
newspapers announce that the Gov¬ 
ernment has decided to stop temper 
rarily the process of recovery 
loans But according to an ex-Mr 
Ram Sagar Singh, the Government 
drcular to this effect insists on t^ 
repaymeot <rf loans where 
he easy to recoywr them. «rtiile not 
pressurising the others. *nic wngu- 
age being ambiguous, the dreute is 
interpreted accordUng to omveniena. 
so that non-payment of lo^ would 
appear in some cases to be ads oi 
default, and in others. condonanR. 


AccordioR to Mr Ram SaRar SioRh, 
ten persons were arrested in Maodili 
0 Shahar for alleRed default on Septem¬ 
ber 3 and 4. 

The farmers are also worried about 
not Retting the right variety of fodd¬ 
er for their animals. According to a 
note issued by the Government’s 
Animal Husbandry department the 
fodder bring given to the animals is 
unhealthy since it has not been able 
to grow fully, and contains an aad 
(hydrocyanic aad) that is poisonous 
for the animals and can cause death 
withm an hour if consumed The 
effects of the acid can be seen in ten 
minutes the ammal develops breath 
lug tiouble. shivering and <^0 u falls 
uncunsaous Amnuds can al>o deve 
lop a skin disease, whcieby the skin 
starts peeling off on consuming a 


poisonous plant Lantaqa Camara. 
This causes dOjith within 24 to 48 
hours The Animal Husbandry de 
partnient has advised faimeis to keep 
their lattle undoi the 'hade and in 
form vets on disioieiiuc' suih symp¬ 
toms Ihe Ciov 11 miieiit has not 
tnfoiinrd the taimeis where such 
poLsouous plants can be s en Besides, 
whi< h pool peasant v.oulJ take the 
pain, to have ili*‘ plants in and 
aKuiitl Ills gid/iiig ail 1 listed in a 
lalioi rieiy’ Wrhoie i > the labora- 
torii s in the hist jlii''' Meanwhile 
aiiimil aie fast il i< and milch 

celtli ' iH’in/ 'iIJ «' iply One 

ot th 1 , j CMS 1.) tit mcreasing 

numld I I anm i', i' i ij- , the lark 

ot di ul u,> \v ill I f I pie aud 
ail niuL dll- bcini ! i i 1 to dunk 
di * wiUi homv.il iKl 1 lids No 


one feels the need to use bleaching 
powder to disinfect the water. 

The Government, while not deny¬ 
ing the news ot cattle dying, refutes 
the claims of human deaths due to 
staivation Government officials con 
tinue to challenge such claims, even 
pning to the extent of asking for the 
cli ceased persons’ names and addrev 
ses Some influential people say the 
(feilhs are due to cholera II is a 
pointless contioveisy Foi the coni 
moil man, however, this makes lit* 
diflirciice for him, death due fn 
ft 1 * oil would mean death eiii,iit 
I r 1 tnutiition unhealthy dunking 
V If c^t TI 11 U.C aio the leasoiis ioi 
the vUatbs in Keiaka^ Uo vvouls 
Hiattei’ 

Aiun Ranjan 


N ot all villages in UP ind Bihar 
want ram Surprisingly theie 
are some which do not - preoscly 
four of them “Yes vve want 
drought We don’t want laius We 
want the canals in our an 1 closed 
if It rams, we are rmuhed ’ said 
Mr Kdjpati Singh a rcselciit of 
Sakboi village of Keiakil I 0 h-. 1 I 
in faunpui, and coutiiiird ’J' 
vou want to know th< tea m 
come and visit our villaie Auo 
so we did Kerakat Ic lisil is *’ > 
kilometres away fioui lurlinow 
Pressmen from the Slate ripit^l 
had reported six starvation deaths 
A strange spectacle greeted 
when we reached Saldioi th* 
mud bouses had developed cracks 
and about 25 of them had col 
lapsed The fields aronnd the vil 
lage were coveted with watei and 
the «oil was marshy Dry land 
was not visible anywhere The 
ground under our feet was soft 
and we soon realised that the legs 
of the chairs we were sittmg on 
had sunk into the earth 
Raipati Singh told us the rea 
sons for this “artificial flood” 
Some years back there were 
plans to construct the Jag 
disbpur canal, whicb was sup¬ 
posed to be 8 kilometres long 
It was meant to irrigate the fields 
with water from the Gomti aiound 
Stuvpun viUage But when in 
1968-69 the canal was inaugurated, 
only 6 kms were completed The 
last two kilometres- the* storage 
area tram where the unutilisi*d 
water was to be channeled back 
to the Gomti—was nevci cimplel 
ed As a result the uiiuuHiscd 
water, instead of being cli luneh d 
back to the Gomti, .spread c,vcr an 
area of three to four squ.iio kiJo 
melies around Kerakat Ovci tin 
years, the iingation canal chemf* 
brought in crores of gall 'ii* ot 
water of which only one Mtb wa. 
used for irrigation purpun > I hi 
rest lust covered the ground 
saturated the soil and made 1 


Wo 'vant flrniqht 



II ii li, in Augu t 1978, Rajpali 
S m'li > houLiC* whuJi cost Hs 
bO 000 in tonsl m t rullapsed In 
fill 'lUiges around that area 
Sl,i\!iLi*j, OakhcM, Kislipui and 
‘aiotui -iiearly l^** houses have* 

III Jl ij In Ohicpuii about 2> 
h ■- belonging to haiijans and 
IN 'mi I ward cLs'cs have col 
la, il 

' J ips arc grown around these 
fi u ilJjfics Ihere are two re 


asons for Ihc' Ihe water accumu 
litcd at till roots ot the plant- 
causes them to lut and the salty 
itiincials which arc undei the 
giound come <0 the surface with 
the watei Ibis b>is eioded the 
feiiiiilv of the soil In some places 
in the villages little pools of water 
could be seen, llic* stagnant pools 
have become bi<‘cdiiii* ginuiids lor 
luusciuitoe, and the .ittcndaiil ebs 
eases they bung filnia, malaiia, 
etc Dunking watci, too, is a 
pioblnn, since the* vvatc'i m the 
wells has been polluted Bleaching 
powdei is haid to pH Cows and 
other animals cannot graze anv 
wheie since there is mud all over 
I he total crop pioduction has been 
I educed by thice fourths Women 
have been evacuated and men 
steep 10 the open for fear that 
their houses might collapse at anv 
moment 

An October 5, 1978. the District 
Magistrate of Jdninpui visited 
bakboi after a lot of persuasion 
A report on the situation was given 
to bun. It IS said that the DM 
had wryly remarked that the 
villagers did not need pails to 
draw out water from the well 
(since the water level had risen) 
When the Government thought ol 
helping out with rebef to the tunc 
ot Rs 100 to Rs 200 pc‘i head, the 
people refused to take rt The 
amount of damage snlTcred was 
neatly Rs 25 000 li> Rs 50,000 
following the report of the Dis ' 

tint Mkigistiale Rs 1 r* lakhs 1 

was spent on i using the wills of 
ihi lanals flowing through the 
villap Riipali Singh said tint 
flit laliaK hould lx* do cd for 1 
long time Act Hiding to him nt n 
1, It to I d hs hid liM ii -jM III on 1 

ilii ligdi,'ipiii mil sihtiiK mil I 

It 'till iciniiii- II <oiiiplitc* Ibis 
\( II Ihi diou( lit hi' 'll mil lit uni 
nil t to flu pi iiph <jt S ik'iiji (inl 
thi ‘-uiuiimdme \illi 1 

AH 
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\ARETy 


Sunday week 


Beginning October 7 

This week the Sun alone is in Virgo Venus Mercury and Uranus are in Libra Neptune is in Scorp'o Kgthu is in 
Aquarius and Mars is in Cancer Jupiter Saturn and Rahu are conjoined iti the Sun The Moon will be moving 
through Taurus and Gemini from Aries 


g rr^.^ ARIES (March 21 — 
Vn i^ril 20) An unexpect- 
ed journey is probable 
_J^ Keep away Irom quar- 
rets and erratic actions 
Exercise caution and circumspoc 
tion in all your dealings It you 
proceed carefully luck will favour 
you In subtle ways This week is 
good for romance and matrimony 
hor people in the field of d>'ts sue 
cess seems imminent eetters are 
likely to bring good news Good 
dates: ''8 9 ana 12 Lucky num 
bars: 3 and b Favourable direc¬ 
tion. North-east 

. y TAURUS (April 21 — 

' ' May 22) Progress on 

' ' the business tiont will 

^ ^ ' surely lead to financial 

gains Your bad days 
are about to come to an eno Don t 
lack self-confidence bmpioytio 
and those in authoiity will prove 
very helpful in the coming days 
Womenfolk wilt buy expensive cloth¬ 
es and ornaments This week is 
favourable for courtship Domestic 
and social problems must be solved 
oeaceArliy. Good dates. 7, 8 1l 
and 13 Lucky numbers 3 ard 9 
FavouraMe directions South-east 
and West 


' GEMINI (May 23 — 

, June 21) Your finan 
' pfosper 

^>-1 to no end You may 
have to do a fair bit ui 
travelling too Some extra expend- 
ture 19 probable this week Those in 
service may be promoted or trans¬ 
ferred Mixing business w'th pleasure 
may prove fatal in the long run Your 
friends will inspire you The 
domestic scene will be a source of 
joy Good dates: 8 9 and 12 Lucky 
numbora: 7 and 1i Favourable direc¬ 
tion: South 

rvl* CANCER (June 22 — 

xLEi July 22) This will be a 

itopplur and more suc- 
cessful week The stars 
^ •* promise a good time for 

romance and matr,hionlal affairs An 
elderly relative will prove helpful to 
your new ventures It Is likely that 
employers will favour you in many 
ways Womenfolk will show great 
cooperauon Do not oe extravagant 
SpuwUluiicn will surely pay Social 
engagements wil keep you busy 
Good date>: 8 9 and 11 Lucky num¬ 
ber: 6 . Favourable direction: South 




/ - --A . L-EO (July 23 — August 

y 22) Your intuitions and 

' business acumen should 

j, JOt ( ^ help you to surmouht 
problem'- on the finan 
i lal front Soon many of youi recent 
pioblems will cease to bother you 
Help from elder. and 'ecrot sources 
will be forthcoming Forge ahead 
on all fronts You lie however ad 
vised against inaking impulsivr 
chinqes Be discreet in all your di al 
mgs Do not feel shy to ask friend' 
fur help Good dales 7 9 11 and 13 
Lucky numbers 2 and 7 Favourable 
directions South and Wt^ t 

I VIRGO (August 22 - 

^ Saptamber 22) Employ 

V ' ers and those in author 
Ity may piove to bt 
very hostile Attend to 
business It would be rr illy foolish 
to neglect your prole s<'ion The 

hr irt should not rule your head It 
y u arc careful and dec ret I m youi 
dealings luck miv fivciur you You 
will mak« new friend Ihr week 

The domestie scene will ri mam 
peaceful Do not undertake dubiou 
love advonluic' Good dales 10 11 
and 13 lucky numbers 1 and 0 
Favourable directions bouth nest 
and Nortli 

LIBRA (September 23 
, , —October 22) Your 

- health will show 'ign. 

, of Improvement On the 

finaneial front things 
are bound to brighten up UtlMse 
hidden reserves of energy to furthei 
your plans Your ambitions arc with¬ 
in your reach For properly mat¬ 
ters this week Mill prove luckv 
Exercise caution In romance Good 
dates: 7, 8 10 an J 12 Lucky num¬ 
bers. 3 and 5 Favourabls direc¬ 
tion: South 

<- ' SCORPIO (October 23 

J'v — November 21) Exer- 

> ' else circumspection 

. V .. and caution hi your 
' * “ speech and writing All 

coriespondence must be read tho¬ 
roughly Examine ail documents re¬ 
lating to busiress very carefully 
Guard against deception and theft 
Important paper should be kept In 
sale custody An unexpected event 
beyond your control may put all 
your plans mio disarray Keep your 
temper undet control Good d>tes: 
B, 11, 12 and 13 Lucky numbara 4 
and 7 Favourabls direction . West 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
. » ber 22 — December 22) 

1 \ Despite omalt probkm 

1, this week will prove 

to be a happy one 
Luck will favoui you In more than 
evie way Those in authority wlH 
encourage your now ventures Thi 
financial front will prosper and 
your family will havr a comlortablo 
tlmi Inteller tual pur-uit will pro 

per You are howc vi i advist d 
»gain<'t making f rratir changes A 
•-horl journey r indicated Good 
dates 7 8 9 and 11 Lucky num¬ 
bers- 4 and 11 Favourable direc- 

*lon North-west 

' CAPRICORN (Decern- 

>1 ber 23 January 20) 

- Youi indomitabli will 

^ power and pr c ovorance 

will help you to nego 
tiate all ob lark pland m your 
path Push all your bu im allaii 
to the utmo'-t Sr i k I ivours and 
Ml ikc changes to ichievr yourqoil* 
An old fiiend will iend« r invalu iblo 
'■pivltr Keep awiy horn g imbllnq 
iiid doubtiul love Jdventuif j Mr dl 
t itlon will en'-ure mr nl il pt art 
Good dates 7 8 11 ind 13 Lucky 
numbers ) and 9 Favourable direc¬ 
tions North and South 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
— February 19) You 

1 y * will achieve a lair moa- 
- ' sure of success influen 
tial friend? and rrlnflvo' 
will extend all possible help and co 
operation Artistic and intellegtual 
pursuits will prosper during Ihis 
week Thk h the right period for 
entering into new contracts and bust 
ness deals Letters will bring good 
news Romance is indicated Good 
datea: 9 10 and 13 Lucky numbers. 
3 and 6 Favourrbie direction: North 

' PISCES (February 20 — 
March 20) This is a 
r <«¥' psflod Of Inal for you 
Patience and courage 
should however sec 
you through this long and dark 
period Exercise caution in all your 
dealings You may have to under¬ 
take long journeys DevoU tine to 
business affairs The domestic scene 
will be a source of joy and happi 
ness Good date# 8 9 10 and 12 
Lucky iHimbera: 3 and 9 Favourable 
direcliona:North and North-we't 
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Toioliy different LIRIL Rippled green with the 
ext itmq freshness of limes Tangy tingling LIRIL 
makes a fresh new woman of you 

Liril 

niFRLsiwtsssokP with the ill 


68 


LtNTA^ IR If 


A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN L£V£P 




VARIETY 



chess 


ailgorian (Btook) 


R > P. P—84; 1>w M, An Impirad Morin- 

clal breakthrough 

IS. .. Pk W>; IS. P-8S, 0-01; 

Losing by force Relstlw^ beet was 16 
O—Of 

17. R a Nt P a 8; IS. 8— ONB, As Nlmaowltch 
uaad to aay, the queen 8 not ■ good 
blockadar 

IS... 0--«n; IS. lk-«7,8-84; Ml O-m-r 
K—N1; 21. N—NSI Rb 8; SS. NaR. and 
Black raaignsd HtopaeWen has fallon apart 
at tha aaama On 22 BaPmoataocurale 
8 23 M-0610-«2 24 *Hae)-B74^ R a N 26 
NkR+ K-N1 25 maUng 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 



Oerfman (Wklla) to pisy 



RaaMkNi eftor Otook's lUh mov* 

Chsss favsr 

CHESS IS not a great spectator attraction 
Retotlvety lew people have a sufficiently 
deep knowledge of the game to understand 
the ms and outs of a five-hour grandmaster 
struggle and even lor the fortunate minority 
tha temptation to rKxj oft half way through 
can be overpowering Yet popular Interest 
In chess Is undoubtedly high Viewing 
figures tor BBC-2 s The Master Qams are 
good and would In fact seem to exceed the 
number of peop8 in this country who actu¬ 
ally do play chess It Is this Interest among 
peop8 who presumably have only very littto 
knowledge of the game which 8 particutarly 
lasdnatlhg 

The strangest exampte 8 that of the 
Philippines, hosu to the recant World 
Championship Match Chess 8 officially the 
second moat popu8r game/aport on these 
islands flret place going to believe It or not 
basket-ball (The height of tha average 
Filipino does not rise far beyond the level of 
Ronn8 Corbett s kneecaps) Chess cover¬ 
age in tha media is extensive and Eugene 
Torre their first grandmaster enjoys the 
same 8vel of popularity as a Bobby Moore 
or a Henry Cooper in this country But and 
this IS tiw intriguing bit precious taw 
Ftllpinoe understand the first thing about 
ohess I can beat Illustrate th8 by the follow 
sonvereation which occurred when an 
ardent Korchnoi supporter phoned the play¬ 
ing hall during one of the World Champion 
ship games to find out hnw her hero was 
getting on ‘Who Is leading In today's 
game? aha Inquired 'Er - Mr Korchnoi he 
8 leadlrtg. Ma'am came the reply after 
soma deliberation 


'Oh good* By how much 8 he leading?' 
Th8 lollow-tto would have atumpad all but 
toe grealeei authorltlaa on the game Er - 
wall. Ma'am Mr Korchnoi, he hat played 32 
moves and Mr Karpov, he haa only played 
311' 


Today's game 8 from a country where tha 
poop8 really do know what they are talking 
about - whan it comas to cheat anyway - 
tod USSR 


White Dorfman Black Qrigor8n 
Sovlat Championship 1977 
KIm's Indian Oafanoa 
1. IL.QB4, 8---l(83; 2.8-083. R—KN3:3. 
R-K4, 8-82; 4. R-Q4. R-03; B. 8-K2, 
0-0; S. 8-83; R-M; 7. 0-0, 08-02; 

I 0-82. R-83; B. 8-01, 0-K2; 10. 
R-OS, R—84; 11. 8-411, 8-84; The 
knight does not atdhd to welt here Better 

II H-K1 

IS. R-8M3. 8-83:13. R-OM4, RaR; 14. 


A SERIES of artloias by toe veteran Hungar¬ 
ian QAxa OMIk in tfw American Brtdgu 
World creatad a big bnprasslon, because 
many of toe posWorw he daacribad were 
eatramaly unusual and a aa m ad to belong to 
toe world of problem aaWara flMtaotllave- 
mam of ABwmbawa In Oam Rim, by Otsik 
and Hu^ Kimim (Oollanas, e7.W. 8 M n 
aatabHahastos praoHciiiUly of tossa dWcuil 
playa It 8 a book ahaao of Na tliM. but 
tochitlquaa Impraea. toa Vienna eotip^onos 
tha wonder of cato aooloiy, now aaama quits 
Wmpto I ramambar tow da8 from toa 
BfUgd WorkL 


* 

O 

a 

o 

*86 
V KB872 
4 6873 
*74 


A 82 
108 8 3 
Q J 4 
10 8 2 

N 

W E 
8 


* K Q 3 
8 AO J 
4 6 6 2 

* AQ J 8 


* J 10 9 7 4 

V 4 

4 A K 10 

* K 9 6 3 


South plays In SNT after Eaat haa openac 
One Spade Spuming h8 partner’s suit 
west leads toe 9 of diamonds, which la 
covered by tha Jack and King Eaatratumsa 
heart, eron by tha King, and a second 
dlamorat a na bla a the daianoa to take toa 
first four tricks East axita wHh * J 
South on tha surface, haa rUna tricks 
—three spades, three haarla and (at least) 
three dubs, but there ere entry problema 
Declarer reachaa thW-poalUen 


* 8 

V 98 
4 7 

* 74 


* AS 
8 10 

♦ - 

* 10 8 2 

N 

w e 

8 

* K3 

8 — 

4 — 

* AQ J8 


*10 9 

8 - 
♦ — 

♦ K953 


South may play toe King and Acs of 
apadas, but whet next? The heart 10 
aquaeaas him, and I' he doesn't lead tha 
heart ha can make only three clubs But try 
overtaking * K with * A and leading 8 10 
now Eaat Is the suffsrsri 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



ExhlMtlona held during tha Edwardian era 
at Earts Court and In toe Qteal White City at 
Shapherd's Bush ware not commemorated 
by tha Issue of apecWI postage stamps but 
several were advertlaad by stamp-llke pub¬ 
licity labels Having no postal validity these 
labels were neglected by EdwardWn collao- 
tora and some typos are now very scarce 
costing towards Cl The Imperial Interna¬ 
tional Exhibition publlcMad by thW embodi¬ 
ment of ‘Peace and Commeroe’ was opened 
on 20 May 1909 by toe Duke of Argyll 

C.W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. Wnat Is white noise 7 
2 What Is degaussing ? 

3. What is economic warfare 7 

4. What was Festung Europe? 

5 What Is concrete poetry? 

6 What is a Skinner Box? 

7 Who coined the phrase ‘Theatre 
of panic’? 


9Wl 
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Basic to a beautiful bathroom! 

Neycer’s exclusive range of designs and colours- 
and your exclusive touch 



Gracious homes not only in 
India but overseas as well, use 
Neycer’s lovely and durable 
collection to advantage 
For your bathroom, too, choose 
nothing less than Neycer Add 
a personal touch with your 
own decorating ideas 
The Neycer range and your 
imagination produce 
truly exclusive 
results* 


Beauty in your bathroom 
beauty that lasts 


Binaca 

Toothbrush. 

Its safe 
'rounded 
bristle tips' 

do not 
tear 

the 

gums. 



A Binaca Toothbrush for all ages, 
all preferences 


Ordinary 
bristle tips 
that tear 
the gums 


Binaca'e^ 

India's largest selling toothbrush 
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HBV STUPIP CAT' HOW PiP HDO LIKE 
OOR SINSlNe 7 BUT you PROBABLV PONt 
KNOU) ANyiHINB ABOUT MUSIC PO VOU’ 


NTS 50 PUMB H£'S PROBABLV NEVBR ) 
EVEN HEARP OF BEETHOVEN7 





'An explosive fr startlingly candid study of 
the life fr world of high priced Sex Girls 

T/je IndiaJi 

Call Girls 

Dr. Promilla Kapur 

Based on years of research and hundreds of 
irrtoi views the book penetrates the secret, 
murky underworld of Indian Call girls college 
girls, single girls married women divorcees 
and widows who rarely enjoy their business 
but are willing partners for anyone who can 
pay their pnee 

'f-ascinatinq stark reality The author has 
not let prudery inhibit her presentation 
of the sexual details each rase 
plunges us into an alitti world ot 
compelling reality 
The Illustrated Weakly 

a fascinating book on the murky 
underground wona of call girls in 
India ft explodes the traditional 
myth of the SAT' SAVITHI 
Indian woman 

V RS.14/- Today 


AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOKSHOPS £r BY VPP 
for a FREE copy of Omn/ LiUta > Review 

ORIENT PAPERBACKS 

Madarea Road.Kashmara Gate, Delhi -110006 
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^ KESeetharam mA’"V 
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1979 

BRILLIANT’S 
YEAR or 
TRIUMPH 
IN IIT 
ENTRANCE 


Dhahaletwar Kumar Panda 

Placed second among 460 
declared succ essful in the Last Zone 
IS BRILUANT S CANDIDATE 
D K Panda IS t2th m India 



Ratvardhan Duphan of Drlhi(l) 
Amitdas of Dhanbad (2) Fir<t in 
India and Second in India among 
the Selected SC CANDIDATES 
are BRILUANT S Students 


6 MORE OF 
BRILUANT S 
STUDENTS WERE 
RANKED AMONG 
THE FIRST ALL 
INDIA HUNDRED 
0Ri> mh n 

Akkaika ImIumk 42 
ae Aamemaamedgm 4i 
V S SiMriiakt HyteiW U 
T Snoiiiiaa IMnW H 
a Aina IMrn 


54 of lhe152Balactad 
firom Madraa City am 

BRILLIANrs 

STUDENTS 


BRILLIANT 

TUTORIALS 


12 Miwlamaoi Mud«k St T Nsgar 
MMhM 600017 Phm 4420St 


5 Month Postal liNtionfor NT Entrance 19M 
Connmances October 1979 

























My slwrt, yes., .but my 

Manorama 
YearBook...No! 



YEAR BOOK 
1979 


The indhpensible 

reference Book. 


There are some books that you would rather 
keep for yourself Manorama Year Book, 
for example Take the 1979 edition It s a 
first rate reference book. Up-to-date. Accurate 
And lucid You wouldn t like to part with it 
for anything I 

Science Cr Technology Essential inform¬ 
ation on spare medicine and health, 
progress of science, inventions and 
discoveries etc 

History & Culture: The World—from 
prehistoric times—and India from 4000 B C 
upto the present days Sketches of eminent 
men who have moulded human culture 

The World A review of all countries 
India Includes a new feature on all states 


Special Feature: An authoritative article 
on the Marine Wealth of India 

Manorama Year Book—the fountain of 
knowledge Get your copy today! 

Now avaUakh at all hading tookstalla. 

A prestige publication of 

lULAYAU MANORAMA 

Kerala's largast circulated daily, published 
aimultaneously from Kottayam,Calicut and Cochin 
90th year of publication. 

Circulation nearly 4 5 lakh copies a day. 
Readership nearly 70 lakhs Lowest mille-rate 











pri/f* rs» 30 for the erriry given fif»t 


without comment 
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.RAIPUR : It was a strange mariiaRr 
— to please the God of rains, Indra 
in a villafie 30 km from Mafaasamund 
in the drought-hit Raipur district. 
The “bride" and the “bridcftroom’’ 
were kept in separate pets. Thev 
were todds. The marriage was per¬ 
formed with all the formalities in a 
special “mantap” at an auspicious 
time workd out by pundits. The wed- 
j ding ceremonies were conducted by 
— men were allowed only to 
Swatch—amid chanting of mantras fol- 
' lowed by a ctMumUnity feast for all the 
villagers. The bride was named 
“Machli Rani" (Queen of Fish) and thi 
' bridegroom “Meghraj” (The IGng ol 
Clouds). The two toads were then 
“ ceremoniously let into a tank — Dec- 
‘ ran Herald (Arasu. Bangalore) 

NKW UELHl : Two young men fond 
. ot lively conversation with young 
girls on the puone lound that Uiey 
had dialled the "wrong ’ number. The 
} girl, a scnoolteacher iq north Ueliii, 
, tbey had been dialling, proved too 
I smart for them. She not only taped 
f. their love talk on the phone bu[ also 
^ invited the young men to come over. 

As the two reached the teacher’^ 
I bouse, they louud to their chagrin, 
3 pobcemen ^nd not their 'love" — 
I The Hindustan Times (Dunder Raman, 
, o«l6u). 

r 


JAIPUR ; One kilo ol hair was taken 
put from the stomach of a boy dur. 
ing an operation performed by a doc¬ 
tor at the Mahatma Gandhi Hospital 
in Jodhpur recently. The Ift-year-old 
boy, Ram Kishore of Government 
Higher Secondary School, Nagaur, bad 
been fond of eating hair for the last 
16 years, it is said. He gradually 
developed a tumour and had frequent 
stomach adie. Last year, I>r Singhvi 
operated upon a woman, also of Na 

S aur distrid, and took out » bunch of 
air weighing 750 grams — Deccan 
Herald (P. S. Rao. Udim). 

NEW DEUII ; About 50 to 60 boys 
of St. Stephen's college stripped them¬ 
selves neked sang and danc^ 
on Chattra Road, in between the 
Postgraduate Women’s Hostel, and 
the Miranda Girls’ College H<»teJ. On 
a telephonic message froq) Dr Kukla, 
Dean of Students Welfare. Roshapara 
police rushed to the spot at. 11.30 pm 
and found the complaint to be true 
They managed to arrest eight of the 
boys while the others ran away —The 
Hindustan Times (Rajesh Karnik, New 
Delhi). 

NEW DELIU : A 16-year-oId son of a 
resident of Bamkrisbnapuram, New 
Delhi, liti rally tied biniselt in knots 
while trying to pull a fast one oo his 
parents It is stated that his parents 
went shopping leaving him in the 
house. When they returned they 
found him gagged, and tied to a chair. 
They found that a cupboard had been 
ransacked, and Rs 950 and a necklace 
were missmg. The bov told them that 
someone rang the doorbell in their 
absence. When he opened the door 
two men attacked hhn, and tying bun 
to a chair, thev ransacked the cup¬ 
board and escaped with “something” 
The parents reported to the pokce. 
However during the interrogation the 
boy broke down and confess^ that he 
bad concocted the story. The Statesm¬ 
an (Nandita Btianaakkar. New Delhi). 


Cidia abroad 


NEW DELHI : Australia's first HiQdu 
temple was formally opened at Sydnei 
by Swami Rimganathanada of the Ram- 
krishna Mission September 1, accor¬ 
ding to reports received from Sydney. 
The funds for the Sri Mandir temple, 
situated at the Sydney suburb of 
Auburn were raised by the Sri Mandir 
Sodeity, an assndation of Indians in 
Australia. The images for the temple 
are expected to reach Sydney shortly. 
According to Dr Anand, the society's 

f iresident, Sri Mandir aims to hold 
anguage classes and religious semi¬ 
nars. Mr N, Birla is the president 
of the Sri Mandir —The Htnou 
SEOUL : Hot pemier, worth 1,5 mil- 
hon dollars, imported from Imiia was 


burnt to ashes by South Korean ofii- 
dals on September 2, according to 
the Agrici^turo and Fishery Ministry. 
This was part of 2,500 tonnes of hot 
pepper the Korean Government im¬ 
ported from India la^ year which 
turned out to be mrdible because ol 
harmful colouring matter, antiseptic 
and other alien substances mixed in 
the commodity, the Ministry said, 
Nam Wook, vice Agriculture and 
Fishery Minister said the burning was 
made at tne request of importers who 
did not want th^ pepper returned tu 
aeve freight charges. He added that 
the Indian exporters promised to 
compensate for tni: destroyed pepper— 
The Hindu 


THE President Mr Sanjeeva Reddy 
will have to go il the Janaft Parly 
got an absolue majority in the ele- 
rtioiLs—^A. B. Vajpayee 

I AM a simple man. All my 
dependants are in service, not 
business—Charan Singh 

TARKESHWARl SINHA was the 
most undignified woman Parlia- 
mem has ever bad—^M. O. Mathai 
LIKb tuberculosis, Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi, destroyed the backhoim of 
the Congress—DevaraJ Urs 

THE CPI is the country’s political 
Invalid. It has so far stayed in 
the (]ongress(I)’.s pocket but we 
don’t want to have that situation 
any more—C. M. Stephen 

1 WdLL ohaM- Raj Narain like a 
torpedo through the constituency... 
My aim is to become the Prime 
Minister, ultimately—1. S. Johar 

Mr Devaraj Urs is the new star of 
the south. After rising like a 
meteor, he 'is certain to plunge 
into the sea—S. K Patil 

IT IS a good thing that wc did not 
agree to India’s suggestion to re.v 
(rict the number of boiinieis to 
two per over othetwise Kuisan 
Ghavri would have been in tioubje 
—Bob Merriman M.iiuigi'i nt the 
touring Australian te.im 


humour in real life 



hUNG delay of the Indian 
Airhncs flight had thoroughly 
exasperated thi- passengers. So 
when tbe.y were finally aboard 
and the air hostess was serving 
fruit luicp, one particulaiiy luyv 
psssen/jor said “JIavon't you ffoi 
something more hot to ' offer?" 
The air hostess leplied: “Would 
you like to try my temper, sir?" 
—Teju Pagedar, Calcutta 

ADVERTISLMENI at a lottery 
comer; "Buy one ticket and you 
become Muqaddai ka Sikandar’’-- 
M. Baruah. Dibrugarb 


pfi/o !*■. <0 tor llH* t iitry <jivt*n * r 


flustrationi/Ahi 9huun Mahk 


7 '? 




TheBazigars 

made 

aprecanous 

bving. 


Whonsked|,f«nd|.mb.okeep 

body and soul together 
^3ce nothino more 

beinaSfllfPri* rf®" cbw 

being niilked. Because Bank of India 

has financed the Bazigars for 

purchasing milch animals 

Today they hve ,n pukka houses set 

co-operativrdaSJS?m'’Tif"’‘’''"9 ® 

them a prosperity they nem Kw 

Bank instance of 

® concern for the 
weaker sections of society. 

Secure your future with India's 
largest nationalized bank. 




# / Bank of India 

\ ^ '* o< UndjSfJ!” 

"W- th. 




Calling girls 

who like the liberated look 

NAGDA PROMISES TO MAKE HEADS TURN YOUR WAY 

^ Ann A 

O SHIRTINGS 



Sae the latest arrivals in Top Dyed Terrywool Texturised Summerlene Suitings and Pnrty jhii tings 
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A blistering sun, temperature 42°C, 
blinding dust, filthy, green water 
from a dying creek to drink ... and 
the work: carving a road on a 
hot mountain ... 

and yet they're as happy 
as a flight of sparrows 

1 hi y live in mud daubed huts in forests on hilltops but their huts are 
spotlessly clean 

A handful of rice and salt or just a few roots and leaves that s >vhat 
they eat and they know not what the morrow will bring 

Traders and moneylenders live like parasites on them and their 
produce and sadly they bear their unfair burden without a murmur 

To free them from exploitation we re helping them in various ways 
consumption loans for the lean season marketing their prcrduce at the 
best prices fighting for their rights 

You too can help by buying their quality produce rice jowar, tUr, 
warai bhagar gum grouiidiiut hay mohuwa seed 

If you plan to please contact us 

Ptoaperlty of the tribala that’a the reaaon for our existence 


O0C 


mahoro/htra /tote cooperative 
triboi development corporation ltd 

2U'^9 Viieyd Ndfiar C olony SelMhivPct^ Puiu 411 010 


RFGIONAl OmCLS 

• 6H7 2 Aniktl So uly Bilwtwadi R jad F*un( 411 (K)*> 

• 6anqaptir RoaJ Nasik 422 (X)2 

• lilak Road Nandurliar Dist Uhul« 

• WAa-alwat C olony Opp L)hatatnp(.fr HKJ^ VIkm I NHjput 440 0H) 

• Patrakar ( olony Y« otma) 

• N< ar I) I l-niptoyrm nl Office ( vil 1 i < f f if h i| ir 
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With 

Nescafe 


_ 'f >;;f. ,. <! .' 




'■ '■f' "YT 


Largest selling 
instant coffee 
in the world 


the only instant coffee 

made from 100 % pure coffee 


m-cM-tflf 






We are mme than just Flashlight 
manufacturers... 

and it was time our name reflected it. 


Fxpm Clectxoplatiag to 
lUthU9hts...miBiatiut bslba... 
dry cells 

We staited off as electroplatera 
Then came Flashhghts & miniature 
bulbs and close on their heels 
came dry cells And today Ceep 
IS the second largest manufacturer 
of dry cells & flashlights in the 
country with a range of 18 
diflerent types sizes of flashlights 
& 5 varieties of cells And yet our 
name reflected only flashlights 


Soon hosiery ft food products 

Soon, Ceep will mean even 
more Like hosiery~a range of 
vests and briefs that will bear 
the stamp of Ceep's consumer 
marketing expertise will come to 
you thiough our vast retail 
network And in as divergent a 
line as food products, that will 
combine economy with excellence 
of quality 


A new dynamism...a new name 

With all this activity, a change in 
name was really inevitable— a 
name that reflected the diverse 
fields of Ceep s current activities 
& future plans - Ceep Industrial 
Syndicate Limited But beneath 
this new name will be the same 
irrepressible quality, the same 
finesse the same dynamism - all 
symbolised by the same biand 
name that today is a household 
name— Ceep And thus begins a 
significant era with a bright, 
successful past lighting up the 
vay towards a new horizon 



Geep Flashlight Industries Ltd. 


now becomes 


Geep Industrial 
Syndicate Limited 


Rogd Office 28, South Rij.irf, All,ihrib.id 



►> (A Shervani Enterprlie) 



FREE 

with ELECTRIQUE talc 


Regular size I Mini 

Beauty Soap I genteel Beauty Soap 

with 400 gm. I with 100 gm. 

ELECTRIQUE Talc I ELECTRIQUE Talc 



From the beautiful world of Max Factor...naturally 










Cosmic brmgs another 
Dependable and 
Sophisticated model for 
your Stereo System, the 
Cosmic Co-100 Solid State 
Amplifier It synchronises 
accurately with any low 
voltage signals to magnify 
them to the desired 
degree with low Distortion 
and can be combmed 
with Stereophonic or 
Monophonic Systems The 
Solid State Circuitry gives 
instant warm up and 
helps keep down 
heat generation, and 
consumes less current and 
has a wider Trequency 
Response Additional 


THROUGH YOUR EARS... 



ca-iao OEL.UXE MKn amplifier 




WE 

REACH 

YOUR 

HEART 


Phonographic inputs enable 
Record Players equipped 
with Magnetic or Ceramic 
Cartridges to be played 
with It Also incorporated 
are some special features 
tike Balance Control, 
liOiidness Control Main & 
Remote Control for 
Speakers, Microphone 
input and others The full 
complement of Controls 
helps smooth operation and 
sound technical perfection 
And all this comes to you 
enclosed in a sleek 
veneeied cabinet that 
matches superbly with any 
Stereo System and blends 
with any decor 


AND SERVICE CENTRE 


TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

T MU. NADU 

•nnto aouND center. 

7, Wood* Road, Mount Road 
MAORAS-600007 Phone 62699 

KAANATAKA 

NU>OUND,42 Naiaaimhaiata Road 
SANGALORE 560002 Phone 24046 
eAsrtAN neamN 
OUNICS, 128/16 HaxmRoad 
CALCUTTA 700026 Phone 481338 


NORTH INDIA 
HIMSONS ELECTRONICS 
12 Angoori Bagh Market 
DELHI 110006 Phone 269l0&i278228 


MUSIC PALACE. 62. Kolhati Ma-kal 
M G Road INOOR' Phone 38657 
aUJARAT 

MUMTA TRADERS. JoglNiaf auiMing. 
Anandpuia. BARODA Phone 63BS3 


Manufacturers 

cosmic Rnoio 

Bombay 400 093 ’Tel S/Jlfal/O.' 
’GRAMS sot IDSTATE 


Dtstribulor 

CDSTROniCS 

P B NO 940/ BOMBAY 400 09 ) 


MADHTA PRADfSM 


/I) I 111 ' li/io/ Ih/( 
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INDIA'^ _ 

INDIA KINGS IS the most expea 
»ivr bi inrl ui cigaiettcs tnanufac 
tuied III till (iiuntrv lately be- 
(ause ut tb< s(ju<e/e on the no 
ports oi tubal 1 ( 1 , India Kings 
remains the only ciRaretle whicrh 
use s ten pci cent oi imported 
tubareo IIC cut down tnanufac 
tuip of this brand and has more or 
less stopped Its sale within the 
couotiY But there an somi 
WlPs who aic prospeious and 
lesouKetuI enough to smoke tb( 
bi'st (igaiettis 111 the woild and 
iMuausi they fed impelled to pio 
j< ct their • '■wadeslii culture" have 
to settli foi the Indian brand 
whith (omes neare't to the foi 
I igii one India Kings (.hoosr 
themselves 

irr has bc(u miuuiaUuimg 
about oOOO special India King- 
packets a ><ai toi the Indian Pie 
Udent I he ugaietlc is the same as 
the ones ordinalV iiioitals get c‘x 
cept tot the Ashoka ciublcm 
sT imp on thb p iikets and a label 
which siys >p((iill> minutastur 
id Im the Rashliipiti Bhivin 
lIowevM 'll oitki Id isiiid the 
addituinil lOst in\ol\til ind also 
the problems ol pioducini^ i small 
oumbet of cigarettes for exclusive 
Lonsumptum, ITC ha nolbecn too 
vnlhusiadic lo earn Itn honoui of 
nuking iigiiitti) loi Indus 
Iliad oi still Incidentally some 
Unn ISO when the Piesidint \Ii 
•tanlc'Oi Keddt wa m Hvdciabad 
hi f< It like smoking and demanded 
Indii Kings But th«v wiie no 
as iiliibli This created panic 
anioiu the Picsidints roimoas, 
who in turn look it out on tbc ITC 
Now It 1 It arni lint Tl( will 
minutirlu'i spinalh m tdi foi 
Rishti ip III Bh IV in IrdM Kings 
fot Mi Eeddv < nee agita 


TROUBLE 


MR SANJAY GANDHI, as usual, 
is behaving as if he is above all the 
law courts And lately his beha¬ 
viour, which was never anywhere 
near being gentlemanly, has cross 
ed all limits of accepted cxides of 
good conducL The way he and his 
Youth Congress hoodlums stormed 
the Dehra Dan Court last month 
and ransacked the august 
ommises is a reminder of the sniff 
Mrs Gandhi’s enfant terrible is 
made of The Sanyay marauders 
tore off the clothes of the CBI 
counsel and even went for the pre¬ 
siding judge, who managed, in the 
•ick of time to take shelter in an 
ante-room The Sanjaysena was 
looking for the records of the road- 
rolkrs rase, but fortunately the 
court ‘munshi’ had the sense to 
save them before the hoodlums 
could lav their hands on them. 

For the same flagrant violation 
of decorum, any other person 
would have been sununanlv un 
prisoned but Mrs Gandhi’s Sanjav 
got away For much lesser crimes 
—■for ex<imple for the violation of 
Section 144 — people have been 
thrown into jail but Sanjay can 
go scot free even wnth the gro 
sscsf desecration of tlv* ludiaarv 
without so much as a warmng 


MORE TROUBLE _ 

l OLLOWING his brave and heioic 
act in the Dehra Dun Court Mi 
Gandhi on his way back to Delhi, 
knocked down a villager some¬ 
where in Meerut distnet The vic¬ 
tim’s aims and legs were broken 
Santav aftei one look at the man, 
who was bleeding pioiusely, flung 
two ten rupee notes at him with¬ 
out getting out of his car In the 
meantime a pa-set by pktaded with 
Ml Gindhi to at least drive the 
victim to hospital But Sanjay 
couldn't tdie less flung another 
tenmi and drove his blue Matador 
nwav riie pooi viitim who came 
under Mr Gandhi's wheels, lay 
hciplessh on the road foi over 
four hours before the police amv 
ed on the spot to take him to the 
hospital Ihe Xiavs re/eal that 
the victim ustained multiple frac¬ 
tures all ovei his bods that would 
take month- to heal 
Inud'ntallv the national Press 
tpenilh the chain that sees noth 
Ing wiong in corruption amongst 
politicians just did not give a 
dime for these two stories One para 
was written about the acadent 
and a couple on the court-ransack 
atorv 



TROUBLE AGAIN 

ON AUGUST 8, bsteners of 
the Gorakhpur Station of All India 
Radio were rudely jolted when, in 
the midst of a programme, they 
heard raucous slogans of “Indira 
Gandhi rmdabad’’ “Sanjay Gandhi 
nndabad" and “Desh ki neta 
Indira Gandhi” Ihe slogans came 
oo the air while a programme for 
farmers, “Gram lagat", was being 
broadcast Who shouted the slo¬ 
gans'* Who else but Bnj Naiam 
Sharroa and Umesh Tiwary, two of 
Mr Gandhi’s proteges, who had 
barged then wav into the small 
AIR studio, taking everybody by 
surprise, 

Ime autbonties have kept the 
incident a secret and the Press, of 
course, is not cencemed. The 
thought of San] and his pet 
“durbans” forang i.iicir way into a 
prohibited area should alarm any 
one entrusted with the security of 
the country 

TRADITION DIES 

rWO ta.ses<ef choice varieties of 
imported liquor’ and ‘Indian made 
foreign hquor were seen bemg 
larted on. ol Shastri Bbavan on 
Che September 17 afternoon. 
Apparentlv these weie s'oeks kept 
m bond in the PIB for bemg 
served to foreign correspondents 
whenever the prinapal informa 
ion officer met them This was 
an old practice but was stopped 
when the Janata came to power 
So these bo tics of whisk>. pa, 
brandy etc, were gatbermg dust 
in a PIB room They were being 
sent back to Jbe Excise Depart 
meat since the PIB had no fur 
ther use for them 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 




, ^ ^^j/Leonard preserires 

butter in Bangkok 



Leonard keeps 
chicken fresh 
in Chikmagaiur 


Leonard keeps 
Prashant smiiing 
in Pathankot 


Lmnard shvm millions of 
families around the imerld 
Its dopandabla compressor 
and now ingenious defrost 
systom guarontae you Ions, 
trouble-froa sarviea 


When Leonaid ownor are 
asked about their lofrigorators. 
they just smile After all what 
more need wc say about a 
friend of the family 


Leonard 


Sines 1881. Tiustod tbs wotM uvsr 

Amtfior iiuallty produd fiani 

' Uadsrs hi roft^ratlon 



• Pmm • Konpur • lodoio • Chandiaarti* Jaasslmliui • f^anpalura • Codun > Sneundornluiil Vbuildi % ntmon 


VCS.SS8. 

















ULKA BOM 40 

















We*ie giving eiitiq[neneiirs 
in CokmibO's Fl 'Z something to cdebiate 



India's Isrgsst bank announcsa tha opening 
of a Foreign Currency Benking Unit in Colombo. 


Stato n-'i'l ' C 
f-C BU u Ilk i fth oft* t jti 
operation after N rsv u it 
the Batiantas U<|f\( 3 iti 
Singdl i re .mcJ f ayni i 
Isiinilt niiKirj'I't 
J|flit'( ittiTM rcn«« J 
'pan'llig 'Op in’er I'l ii 
r nney r'jtli's 
Wl'e'heiviu " 1 1 » 

lor op(.otti,i 11 s M 'tu 
1' 1 entivt ^ I' k(d C tk»'( I o 
Irt’e Trade I'l t* (F'^?) or tor 


mtirriitrcnal tarilnq ker 
vices of the hirihest »inge or 
BOTH your choice must be 
‘ tati Bank State Bank has 
‘nd an operating p'csen p in 
Sn Ltnka tor vvri a contuiy 
'vry sirr* July 'B64 
The funt’u'f's ot Stale 
Hank s new unit wi I cur’sist 
V f av I eptinq tirne and 
demar d depoiils and t x 
tenaing kar * ind advtnr es 
to nvn re* di nts ^rct Trad* 


Zone units and certain 
approved category of re 
sidents The Unit will also 
offer a comprehensive raxge 
jf niernationa' banking 
services su( h is .issistir ’ 
fo joint ventures export 
import finance comprehen 
sive guidance a d services 
for turnkey projects 
It will also uffor 
finance for projects 


approved by the Greater 
Colomb' C-onomic 
C ommission 
Remember our address 
State Bank of India, 

T6 Sir Baron Jayatilaka 
Mawatha P 0 Box No 33 
Fort Colombo 1 Sri Lanka 
Cable Thistle Colombo 
Telex 1286 Thistle 
Colombo 

Telephone 26133 36 


Stale Bank 


$a«HtA 
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modella 

OlEATES A VERFECT BLEND 
ttf elegance and comfort 

When It comes to your suitings, it's the 
blend of worsted woo! and ‘Terene’ 
that really matters 

In a man's world of fashions, 
where tiends are fast changing 
from conventional to casual, 
modella keeps pace,with a 
selection of shades, designs and 
softer finishes 



CONCEPT MTI 3841 



CHANDAN METAL PRODUCTS 
PRIVATE LIMITED _ 

Gorwa Road. Vadodara 390 016, Gujarat. 

Fine Steel Furniture and 

Security Equipment K SS^fS 3 lOt fOT yOUf judgement 

nt AKFRS AT ALL IMl*ORTANT Cl’NTRES DEALERSHIP ENQUIRIES Wl 11 OMI rvfre'!l,/8/CMP/4i / 




























Top PosiNonsl 
Not Just Success/ 

Here is v^hat IAS Toppers say 



This IS 

to acknowledge 
the help I have 
derived tiom 
your magazine 
in the course 
of my preparation 
foi I A S. 

credit for’ this 
success of mine 
goes to Competition 
Success Review 
Hrusikesh Panda 
I.A.S. TOPPER 
1978 



Extremely 
thankful to 
your magazine 
for my getting 
into I.A S 
this year I, 
being a regular 
reader of 
Competition 
Success Review, 
found it very 
useful 

Syamal Kumar Sarkar 
n POSITION 
IN I.A.S. 1978 


To Win Top Positions In All Competitive 
Examinations, Read This Month And Every Month 


Pk SINGLE 
^ COPY Rs.3 
t ONE YEAR ^ 
fe Rs.28 J 


competition 



review 


A/OW SELLING OVER 7,00,000 
COPIES EVERY MONTH. 

On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF Rs.26 

on 1 year subscription (Free Books worth Rs. 18 
plus discount of Rs.8 on annual subscription). 


LiU 




..DISCOUNT COUPON. 

2 Please earDl. me as subscriber for 
I Competitio'lt’ Success Review at a 

■ concessional rate of Rs. 28 
B instead of regular news stand rate 
! of Rs. 36-1 have sent Rs. 28 

I by M.O. No_Date_ 

I to Competition Review Pvt. Ltd.. 
I 604,Prabhat Kiran.Rajendra Place. 
I New Delhi-110008. 

■ NAME_ 

■ ADDRESS_ 


BOOKS WORTH Rs.lS 

. 1. L rf n,-.BOOM w HBCorded Uelivery. 

to the subscribers of COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW — | _ 

DIARY 1979-80-Rs.l 2, General Knowledge Today-Rs.B- *^^ [valid Until wov. ,t. uh» ^ 

Available at all leading news stalls or from 

COMPETITION REVIEW PVT. LTD. 

604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Place, New Deihi-11 O 008. Ph : 582898 


Velid Until 


KOV. ,T. 1»J» 
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Both fabrics were stamped 
=■ polyester. 

0 





1 / ( n 

The'Terene' Trademark 
, made 

the difference! 

Thnse d?)vs, 'he market ik flooded with Only mills fabrics which have passed 
irrfenof blends of polyesttri (afttics all CAP I s strictest inspection tests for 
stamped to contuse you These fabrics crease recovery and shrinkage can carry 
do not live up to the promise ot polyester the Terene' trademark Terene' fabric* 
Alter a ftrvw w.istres they crease, ttrey have the correct trIend — the right poly- 
o shnnp, they look shabby - because of ester content That's why they stay smart, 
insullicieni polyester content look as good as new wash after wash 


II 


Don't take chances Be TOO'',, sure you're buying correctly blended polyester. 
Pick the fabric with the Terene' trademark- it gives you value for your 
nroney. 


"e^ne 


means the correct blend-everytime! 






Your dreams will come true /iokY 
in a variety of ways at different 
Itimes... If you act now. 

m A • BMA mam 


All your dreams have one 
common factor—a better 
tomorrow, a better life for you 
and your family, more importantly 
for the little ones. 

You would love your children to 
be healthy, highly educated, fully 
equipped to face the challenges 
of life. You'd like to give them 
what you missed when you were 
young. For this, you need money. 
A lot of it. 

Act now, today, for a better 
tomorrow. Start saving with 
f Syndicate Bank in a systentatic. 


planned manner. We have several 
schemes to help you meet your 
needs. 

Call at the nearest branch of 
Syndicate Bank. We are waiting 
for you. Rest assured we will 
take care of your money 
problems now or in the near 
and distant future. 


OUR SPECIAL SCHEME 

CHILDREN S WELFARE 
SECURITY CERTIFICATE 

Available in denomination of 
Re. 100 or its multiples. 

For example ; 

A certificate of Rs. 1000 
matures to 

Rs. 1273.50 after 39 months 
Rs. 1596.00 after 63 months 


SYNDICATE BANK 

Where your children's welfare is our concern 


maa saaa 




Murphy 5503 The all-new 3 band 
radio cassette recorder with 
crystal clarity The Murphy 5503 is 
encased in a tough plastic cabinet 
It costs about the same as any other 
2-m 1, but witti Murphy sound 
It cut switch off antomatleally. 

A lf<'{ <-witrh thdl ^witchf - oU 
ir tlif inic uiil r f fiiTie il lo idjii'-ltd 


f 1 S y( u c 111 t ill risk (I 
li tminqtc yi iir i uli Y uilcnt 
hivetj t IV iwil< to wilt n It ofl 

It can record off the radio or a 
live performance 

Ihfif III* f n iliti' f iiiitiiiiil Uli 
I xti Ml il II I tiiiq 111 built 111 


ruirtf f h lie tr ^ f- r « nu i tl\ 

It i-d * V ipi HI J 111 1 
I 11 ? rill ri If If f h 11 1 
'rri ibvf 1:11 uqli pi > Uf uiid 
even firm j di tiuK i f 10 rnetif«' 
Therf ijlugfri iifxttmal 
m f jo[ h nr Ihi* nii be iiied ti 
If inf in hi tieruth f the 
teoidin J 

.“"""I 


It can tape a telephone 
conversation. 

Y II r III I f id vd If tf hphcin* 
^nvt 1 it r 1 vu 115 u 1 1 ipff lb 



Finally, the 5503 can also be 
need with an external 
loudspeaker. 

Li ten t( thf ’''’01 lliu uqli it 
built in lou IspedV ei l t through in 
extern il lou ea^et th' fh uf 
i<5 yc ui 

The best buy at the price On mains 
or batteries, you 11 thrill to the 
richness, tone, texture of its truly 
prolessional sound 

murphuP 

You'll love theSound. 










neufl-in-t^ 
Murphy 5503 


tto*** 
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The Agfa Isoty Q takes perfect 
snapshots m dun, soft light 
Open the aperture wide to 
f/S 6 to get as much light as 
possible to the film Set the 
shutter at 1/30 second, slow 
enough to allow correct 
image registration Shoot 
from a distance of 1 83 m 
with the Isoly firmly on a 
tnpod Use dow film for 
greater sharpness—123 ASA 
The result^ A perfect picture 
m low hght 


The Agfa Isoly D is a great 
all round camera You simply 
adjust setungs, distance and 
film to freeze a sports scene 
forever, capture every 
detail near or distant, of a 
landscape or gel close 
enough to snap a leopard 
snarlmg* 

The Agfa Isoly 11 is built to 
German specificahons and 
undergoes over lOOexactmg 
tests 


See this fine camera today at 
your friendly \gfa dealer 



Ol Ufbulof 

AGFA GEVAERT INDIA LIMITED 

Biancnu** Bombey • New Di-thi 
Calcutta • Madras 

Tiademark ot Aqli (icvaurt 
Antwf>rp 1 (verku'4*n Manulacturor^ (if 
Photographif Products 

II 


•a^BOLY- 

for profo/zioAol le/ull/ 


jlMOLS/A< 









This may be The Year of The Child 
But what of the future years? 



In 1990 this youngster will be a productive citizen of India She will live in 
an environment based on the results of today's fundamental and applied 
research Including that of the Hoechst Group, world-wide 

Nearly 4500 scientists and technologists are working ceaselessly in Hoechst 
Research and Development Laboratories in Germany and in other countries of 
the world to produce more effective medicines, sera and vaccines and new 
diagnostic and therapeutic techniques To invent better methods and make 
better products to help farmers increase their yields 

At the Hoechst Centre for Basic Research and Quality Control Laboratories of Hoechst 
Pharmaceuticals in Bombay skilled and experienced scientists and technicians are 
researching for new and better products and newer applications Hoechst has already spent 
over Rs 8 5 crores on Research and Development in the country and continues to 

spend Rs 1 2 crores annually 

Hoechst scientists are shaking hands with the future, helping to 
shape tomorrow's world. Your children's world Your world too. 

Hoechst 
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The Best of Fontana Armada Books 


MORRIS WEST 
Pfoieus 

The Ambassddoi 
The Biq Slmyg 
Daughter of snenci 
The Oevit s Advoc ate 
Shoes nf the fisherman 
ALISTAIR MACLtAN 
Force 10 from Navarone 
Brvdkheart Pads 
Cafavdn to Vdccares 
Golden Rendezvous 
'ce Station Zebra 
AGATHA CHRISTIE 
Murder on tht* Oiteni 
Enpress 

The Adventufi of 
Chfitimas Pudding 
After The funei i 
The Mirror Cidfk D fron 
S*de to Side 
Poirot s tally t ^ses 


'im 


^ mr ^ 

I It 


R% 15 00 
R» 14 77 
Rs 13 80 
Rs 13 80 
Hs 14 72 
R$ 15 64 

R* 14 72 
R( 14 72 
Hs 14 72 
Rs 14 72 
R 15 64 


Rs 13 80 

Rs 11 80 
13 80 

Rs n 80 
Rs 14 77 


loiiiRilli II 
k iillM.II 

il Uii^ 



PFRENNIAL BEST SELLERS 


SOlZHENn^ 

mmnssstiHiijiscoi 


& 


Meihetm g 




CURRENT BEST SELLERS 


Rt 17 4 H 

’ I 



AUXANOER SOLZHENITSYN 
The Fiist Circle Rs 35 88 

The bulag Aichipelego 
Vel I Rs 23 00 

the Gulag Archipelago 
Vol II Rs 18 40 

The Gulag Archipelago 
Vol III Rs 32 00 

HERMAN WOUK 

Aurora Dawn Rs 9 20 

Tha Came Mulinv Rs 2 7 60 

Don I Sto|> lha Cainivel Rs 23 00 

Marjorie Morningalar Rs 27 60 

The Winds olWai Rn 35 88 

THE OEVELORINQ CHILD SERIES 
AlOEN MACFARLANE 
The Psychology of 
Childbirih Hs 23 00 

RUDOLPH SCAfFEH 
Mothering Rs 23 00 

FREDERICK LEBOYER 
Birih Without Violence Rs 35 88 


IXi 

HuOMIM 
A > 

uetSxr 


Hi 1190 



CHILDREN BEST SELLERS 


Iht'surfl 

■W.mtium 





mm 






FRANKLIN W D XON 


fcNID BLYTON 



The Cnssfross SI adow 
The Mystery of the Artec 

Ri 

11 04 



Warrior 

Rc 

11 04 

T h* Sec ret M >i 'iM n 

Ro 

8 20 

The Arlit Patrol Mystery 

Rt 

11 04 

The Spiret of Mucjn 



Thrt Mystery of ihe 

Ri 

11 04 

Cdstie 

Rs 

9 20 

Whale Tatoo 

The Secret Island 

Rs 

9 20 

■^h< Mystery of The 

Ri 

11 04 

t he Ser rei of Sptggv 



Desert Giant 

Moles 

Rs 

9 20 

While the CUic k Tic Led 

Rt 

11 04 

The Kiihddub Mystery 

Rs 

9 70 

The Waiting Siren 

Rs 

11 04 

The Ril'oby Fair Mystery 

Rs 

11 04 

Mystery 

IhB Roc k»xidown 



The Sign of the Crooked 

Rs 

11 04 

Mvslory 

Rs 

11 04 

Arrow 

The Ring U Bells Mystery Rs 

9 20 

The Clue m the tmbers 

Rt 

11 04 


At FRfcD HITCHCOCK 

The Mytkiery of the 
Moenmg Ci« e Ri 

The Mystery of the 
Vdrevhmg Treasure Rs 

The Mystery of the 
Screaming Clr>ck Rs 

The Mystery of the 
TelKtng Skull Rt 

The Mystery of the 

Laughing Shadow Rs 


CARLOYN KttNL 

The Invisible Intruder Hs 11 04 

The Secret of Shadow 
Ranch Ri 11 04 

The Mystery of the 
9S Steps Rs 11 04 

The Club in the 

Crossword Cipher Rr 11 04 

The Clue in the Old Stage 
Coach Rs 11 04 

The Clue in the Broken 
Locket Rs 11 04 


Fontana Books are availalile at all good bookshope 

lh>ponan< 1 ha ehova SettBeMirrs ■•(•euon w il be on bpbc el ditplev ei 
the loiluwtho bookthopi between lOih September and 14rh October 74 


AHWitDAiAO KiiebKenere eocsei 
Sotifci Ceitite &esiu K<teb Qhei 
S*N6A|„0tif The Saniselore Tteei A 
Soeh kocttty bertsertm • aeoh Sureeu 
Hieginbofhsmi iie R Sesarti k €e 
SaRODA kaetS aieM lopk Houie 
SHUBANLSHWAR Moatih SOPh Depot 
BOMBAY Bekiyellerc CSukewey Booh 
( vLOi DeitRi bnnh Shop f AiigA Boui 
<fotBA tros Book Lenire (veBookt 
( ameeerid Recriid* Modeph Beuk bisM 

VelAfirte Book a Record Shop Nbw 
euEtika Meeder« eared sa Rinka Book 
Houie Strand Bonk Stall rharkerA 
CO Lid 

CALLUTia Iemily Book Shop Jnnak 
ShannaB Mridam Book Peppc 
CMaNDIOARH fancy Hook *•> *e 
Va« eiv Bnuk >i<ires 

COCHIN Pa B C 1 Bianchet R (elcut 
a td r vandrum 

OEHHADDN iiiBliih Bonk (lepot 
Nai t nai Newi Agency Nauai PutMiiheri 
( AUHATi Weiietn Book Depot 
(tOA Book fait Jaauani vanha Book 
* tell 

ilYPfKABAU AC HuiiariBCo 
lAMSMEUPUN Sanyal Bn ihort 
k ARNAi M«e4«if« k Bfed 
i 0( KNOW On venal Bookceller* 

I >1 verce both 0 itr l>ui rts t,i 
MAt(BA« r ( < Hook skut 


HiBO nbotl amt I td kennedy R tk 

Houve Pa S < omuanv 

NAfjPUH IheWeciern Hr r>k Oei M 

ISP( K NaBPur He ok Sht p 

NfVVUklHt Ihe Honk ' hi»| Deepro 

Katach ^iat«neryMar Ini r hr 

PC JNa k iQ) Kh H 2 lil> 8 |oi Mam uys 

P ipulat Bnok h I Ihkai I Hr ok 

Serv (ei A I htary 

SEC UNDf HARaO M in A ( 

SHlltONC Ratna MaM i 

SIMIA BetshSroi M n« ve B « t Hoii « 

1NICH IR M nepya B >k Aiall 

VAHANAm lniver«ai 8 o kiorntanv 

MAaKtlKO At 

the MACMILLAN company 
OF INDIA LIMITED 

* Mercanlils Houh Magazm* Siraal 
Raay Road (taai) Bombay 400010 

* 294 Bapin Bahari banguly Siraat 
Calcutta 700 012 

* 21 Palullo Road Madias 600 002 
« 2 10, Anaari Road Daryaganj 

Naw Delhi 110 002 

Alto at BANGALORE HYDfRABAD 

LI ICKNOW AND TRIVANDRUM 


• PrtcM aubjact to chaiiga wnthout prior notrea 
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Minna De Souza of Chiron Beauty 
Parlour, Centaur Hotel, Bombay says: 


'No more wondeiuig which 
shampoo to use for 
different hair types! 

Gleem has just the variety 
for each customer s hair/ 


Each Gleem variety complements your 
kind of hair with its special ingredients, 
rich lather, lingering French perfume 
and long-lasting economy 


Gleem 

Gleem 

Gleem 

Regular 

Egg 

Tonic 

Makes 

Nourishes 

Cleans 

normal. 

lifeless hail 

problem hair. 

healthy hair 

to give It 

loose scales. 

ulkv. clean, 
manageable 

luxuriant body 
and health 
with pure egg 
protein 

Itchy scalp 




Stop bad breath... 

^ht tooth decay with 
Colgate Dental Cream 


Brush V >ur teeth with 
Colqite ■itte'' every meal 
It protects \oij lust the 
way dentists recommend 
all over the world 

BdCteria grow in food 
particles left between yc ur 
teeth These lan cause 
bed odour, anr) later— 
pa nful decay 

So always brush the 
Colgate way right after 
eat nq It s proven most 
effective to freshen your 
oreath wh ton your teeth 
and fiqht leciy 


How Colgate's trusted 
formula works 

- '" I Odour and dscAv 

I c ausmg bacteria 
QfOW 10 foocJ 

/jf ¥ nartictes trappad 

betweert your 

f' 1 Colgate s uniqje 

«2t'vetoem 
reaches deeo M 

la oB ^ S A 'emoye 'Idngarou^ 
h|b0hhH|| food particles 
and bacteria 

* The result 

1 attractive whtte 

_ - ■ ,—. teeth fresh 

(js ¥ iTy breath confidence 
protection egemst 
decay 


For elssnsr, fresher breath 
and whiter teeth more people 
buy Colgate then 
any other toothpaste 
•n the world I 


Only a dentist can give you 

^tterdental care. 


•aatnei etnisi plMge «ne 
^h^®fyeffe le voer 



VlPCaiiy-ons. 

They carry on.Reganlless! 


Two for three! 

For 3 -dav trips (easily extended 
to 41 ), two exciting options 
Both 53 ems (21"). Spacious—so 
you don’t carry rumpled collars and 
frayed tempers along on your trip! 
Both with a divider and straps. 
Junior, fioni the 'V.l P.' Classic 
range richly lined and finished. 
Price Rs 340 . T-500,from the 
'V I P.' Travelite range- great for 
weight-watchers Price’ Rs 265. 



0 


For weekend, 
after weekend, 
after weekend... 

For a great weekend. For 
uncieased clothes and unruffled 
spirits. Two happy suggestions 
from 'V I.P.' Each a roomy 46 cm 
(18") case With a divider and 
straps Minor in the 'V.I.P.'Classic 
style. Price. Rs. 290. The other, 
the light weight Travelite T-400. 
Price’ Rs 210. Take your pick! 















Saving... 

not 


peculiar 
toman f 
alone. ^ 
But man 
perfected 
it. 


And 

Andhra Bank 
has further 
refined it. 


^,1 


SifvttitiM m«Mt mIvttKmit 
•uet.nii/ tottUnnim ti 
•//«*•« fvrMm 
4frice amt thm Am»r t •• 

Mim t commpn n p » 
th* trWvrid Sdt***f*f iv (A 
$hf0» iin/rift«iA 



Nourishment in 
every drop 


Ther 9 If* mony nxampies 
of savers in nature The 
squirrel for instaiu e saves 
end Stores food for the 
needy day 

Man with his superior 
tniellidence has extended 
the range of saving 
Saving (tinte a few 
e'tseniiais 
And money most 
important of ail 
Helping fiirn save money 


fur all his needs is 
Andhra Bank Ihrough 
a ranue of schemes 
t iiior made to suit 
everyone in the family 

Our S( hemes 

• Kalpatharuvu • Bhagyaiakshmi 

• Kiddy Bank •Samraksha 

• S jmkbhema • Janasahays 

• (iruhakaipe • Karshakasehaya 
•Social Security Scheme 

for Women • Cash C ertificete 


Andhra Bank 

- the bank ra<«r>onsivo to people s rtaeds 


The 
Andhra 
Bank Ltd. 

Rnr|iJ ft Central 01fn.« 

Sultan Ba/ai Hyderabad b(K)001 

(hi n in U SWAMINAIHA HtOnS 



' '■ 1 

•i 




1 

% 


lot lu'^troii^ s;roMih of m\ huii 
I iiu Kt'o kiJijJiii t\ii\ iLi\ (itfiih ^KsSm 

pttfutttlll I\0tl-'.l0.k\ KiO-ktUpUt tS 

h^ht \et \o nouii\liint; ' ^ 

KeO'Kaniiii 

Hail Oil 


\ Produn ot 


Medical 


■A 
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Hodldis 



The nourishment that builds resistance, 
safeguards health day after day. 


Horlicks taken requiarly 
gives your family the 
nouiishment that bu Ids up 
their resistance and kerps 
them full of health Health that 
means surress and happiness 
Health that keeps you lit and 
active and builds security 
Horlicks It sthe only one 
that doctors all over the world 
rc< ^iinmend The only one that 
giv^ b so much nourishment 
because its rich pure 
ingredients are combined by 


the unique Horlicks process 
which retains their natural 
goodness and makes them 
easy to digest 

That swhy Suchitra has 
made Hornck a part of her 
family s life She knows that 
Horlicks qivr ^ them health 
protection 

Like Such fra give your 
family Horlicks every day and 
watch them grow in health and 
strength through all the years 
ahead 


HmUCKS 
The Great Nourtehcr. 

Horhekv IS a Registered Trade Mark 



HX 4S4B 






Happy 

bathdayioyou! 
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Hindustan 

Sanitarynare 

Soma 

Metal Fittings 
Somany-Pllkington's 
Wdl Hies 

Hindustan Simla yware tome in 
c xtitinr) roll ui Sjma Metal F-iUings 
w II nttrintii r il [jrerioion A*' ures 
nr leek no nr t. t rv tr 
tlerjantly styled Ciu ir tutted ft r b years 
Somany Pilkingtrn Wall Tiles 
in enchanting design and rolour' 

Easy to clean 


n. JT’HINDUSTAN SANITARYWARE ^ 

g 75 «INDUSTWtS UMITin 

M '19 I 


'Soma Plumbln0 
’Fixtures Uimiteni 


m 


aiwukNv piui«iisiinTDMiB 
uivimnD 


JUST MONET WIU GET HIM 
A FEW GOOD MEALS 



but involvement 
will change his life 


As the fifth largest bank in 
the country Canara Bank has 
shouldered its responsibility 
to the environment it grows 
in We are involved m towns 
in villages in helping people 
to find a foothold in life In 
uplifting the standard of 
living In fighting unemploy¬ 
ment With loans of money — 
yes But also the prepayable 
loan of involvement in 
teaching a skill suggesting a 
trade, locating an opportunity. 
Improving lives You cannot 
do It by money alone 

Through its widespread 
network of over 1160 branches 
Canara Bank is sowing effort 
where it counts 



GANARABANK 
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Hi^-firotein health 
Bodj^uilding goodness 
Vital nutrition 

A taste your family will love... 

Try 

Mealmaker 

today! 

Pep up your health! It’s completely vegetarian! 


Mialniakrr is ruh in ^o va [ milfin -the but and 
most tHiLUml soime of vig*table protein 
It fills the vital protein gap in a normal Indian diit 

250 gma of Mealmaker contains as much protein 
as 5.9 Utres of milk or 1 kg of mutton or 24 eggs. 

Only Mealmaker (in givt you siiih nittiition 
with suih economy' 

And loss in fat, Mtalmakir has praitnallv no fats, 
cholesterol or sacchandts, sshich mak«s it (he ideal 
lood foi the ssholc family 



Mtalmakct is >oo% segetanan Winn addid to any 
dish, hctatist it is high in protr in it makes every 
Mealmaker dish a highly nutritive one 

Great for meat-eaters too! 

though Vegetal lan, Mialmakei bit ods piricttly 
svitli meat I xtend meal dishes with Mealmakei 
stist It tstry tlay and slas within your budget 

...and tasty, tasty, tasty! 

^tiut family will lovi the taste of Mealmakei 
K< markahly versatile, Mealmaker absui bs tin spit y 
flavour of any dish Mealmakei makes a dt lieious 
variety of vegetarian and non vegetarian dishes 
and sweets, too look for the recipe leaflet in 
es c ry pae k 



Mealmaker 

for great-tasting nourishment 


maa vl 4e 
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Look.touch and feel Carnaby. 
Comfort and style as only 
a great fabric can give 


Ask to sec he hand-picked 
Carnaby raagc. 

Run your palm across the 
smooth luxurious fabric. 
Imagine it take shape in the 
hands of a fi’-st-class 
professional outfitter. __ 


Binny's Carnaby Collection. 
Make it yours. 

For style and wearing comfort, 
as only Binny can blend. 


f-. 


A,P\ 


Ksefabiot p<ri)cster'mwi 
worst^siiitinxs 






Every day your skin is open to attack. 
Protect it these four ways. 



1 In spite of dnvf)n( says the < >1(1 

s'lap find w,atei s( rub works worKk^r*^ 

foi an<. skin if stale dirt 
( a( ciiniul.iU*s (jveriiKjht tli( pores 

of your skin (^(>1 rloqf^ed ji^ laslx'^ 
or i)impl<*s may in qin to di)pear 
' Rinse with tefjid water to (lean 
< 1 ^ out all tU’poles 1 hen spkrsfi 
c I )ld Witter on yo jr skin to tauten it 


2 Youi skin ru ed an o< t asional bratei 
Nature offers lots of alternatives 
Iry rubbinq a slice of krnon 
over your skin Or afiplya 
be san paste Kl it dry and \ 
then wash off Or just use 
qr iiidnias tiaclitional le tipe ' 
a little haldi inafewdiojis ^ 
of milk before your ball 


3 lire re srKrthiriqlike t bit of t \e re is( 
ter make tile skin «jle>w All it needs isa 
re'qukirlinifx'rup intfie balhioonn very 
rnorninq Anrfvehile oure 
iibout It do by loaeoide itiiKj 
” t(K)many file d finreis inel 

seeeets 1 lny ti ndtobnnqout 



all those uqh 
tnmirle 


raslM sand 


Dont iorejetv' >ui daily ffoterline’ routine 
Smootfr in tins qe’iitle nxxfK ite’deu im nto all the* 
seusitiee areas indrouerniiiite he seil eAUii skin 
I se it everyday ind |i st before yougertoUd 
Rouiline Ixlir*- jiie'cenl eliyiK ^ •. ehiirpiiuj 
inel rashe It al i> letsasa je’ntk antiseirtK 
for niinoi skin iniuiie's 


. Mt ^ 



BOROLINE 

ProteH ts your skiei 


(>U 3036 
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HMV Fiesta Po]Milar. 

It^ India’^ largest-selling record player. 


When we put the Fiesta 
Popular in the market 
we hoped to put music 
within the reacti of as 
many homes as possible 
We gave it everything 
music lovers would want 
in a compact, sturdy set 
Starting with a very 
reasonable price tag * 

For both AC and Battery 


O' 

I rmeon 

I_iz: 


TImi largMl r»no« of 
quality eeund 
•quiiHnont Tiosta 
PopuJat Caiypao Mtd 
Popaiarrarord playar* 
Safari and Syvtngmr 
ratfioprams Taoor caaaattaj 
racorSar and Contort H'radto 
itM racordar 


models We tiuilt in 
powerful wide 
frequency range ampli 
fier and a pi-ice it 
anywhere ! J 
mour.ted 
matching 
speaker A 
tone control 
for fine acijust 
ment of bass 
and treble sounds A 
3 speed 'urntable to 
play all types of rr-cr.rds 
All this because we 
wanted the Fiesta 
Populai to take more 



music to more people and 
before w'* knew it it had 
become the 
larqest selling 
recoul player in 
tfie I ountiy > Today 
there are 3 00,000 
Fiesta homes spread all 
over India Yciu can be 
sure there s an HMV Fiesta 
playing somewheie 
right now 


u 

o 


HMV 


His Masters Voice 

The future is sound 
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With l>ulux you mi^t want a fresh colour-scheme 
before you need a fresh coat of paint 


So when you dioosc your L^lux shade, remember 
it’s a long-term investment. 


Everyone know, thal Dulux 
outlasts other paints, but very 
few people know that there's an 
actual proof behind this belief. 

In the ACCI Paints 
Laboratory. Dulux's wear- 
rcsbtance was tested against 
that of three other brands by an 
instrument called a Wet Alnnsion 
Tester. Electrically operated, 
this tester works at a speed of 
40 strokes per minute, moving a 
wet sponge back and forth over 
a painted surface to test how 
long It takes for the paint to 
wear out. 


W hat happened is intercsting. 

The board with Dulu.x stood 
up to more than 4,000 strokes 
of the tester without any damage 
to the paint film. The surfaces 
of the bv>ards painted with the 
other three brands began to 
wear out long before Dulux's 
record was met. Proof that 
Dulux can take more wear and 
tear than other paints—to last 
longer in your home. 

So pick the shades you like 
from Dulux's wide range of 
colours—and enjoy their freshness 
for ycats 



®i)uhix paintfi. N<nv and for veare ahead 


DULl'X ntadr tni markcird in lodt« b> The Alkali anU Chemica) Corpor«uon of India Ltmitad 
1 he IC'I roundel and 'Dulu«' anr raftucrcd trade mark« of Imperial Chemical Indutiriea, Ltd London Licenaad men The Alkali and Chemical Corporainm of India L4iiiitad 
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SUNMY 


SORRY, AGAIN ! 


VOLUME 7 
ISSUE 18 
RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BA7AP PUBLICATION 


October 7, 1979 


Once again, we hove slipped behtmt our schedidee, due 
(So 0 harge number of reasons. As one reader pointed 
out, SUffDAV first became ^Any Day' and new it w » 
tending to become 'Any Weeds'. Our ajxAofies, and we 
can onty hope that you treat us wUh the same kindness 
you have shown in the past), the kindness and affection 
that has made your magazine the fastest growing weekly 
in Indian publishing history. 

And wa are happy to announce that we are actually on 
the point of solving the problem of delays. We have 
started prying an edition from Madras: the copies which 
are .void in the Houth will now be printed in Madras and 
distributed directly from there, instead of nuMng the 
long and disjointed train journey from Howrah statwn to 
the hundred of points on the map to uhtch SUNDAY 
goes. We thought that this was the leheb we could do 
for our valued readers from the South. Due to the long 
Puja holidays in Calcutta, we shall sMp two issues (dated 
September 23 and 30) but from this issue we hope to 
be back cm schedule, trying our level best to kdep you 
well-informed about the fascinatsng tMngs that happm 
in our country. We particularly promise you extensive 
and detailed election coverage: we wiU be sending our 
reporters to every nook and comer of the country, into 
the superstar constituencies and ordinary contests; we 
Ml probe the minds of leaders and try our best to expose 
di-^cmcwly and corruption where we find K. 

We hope you, enjoy reading your magazine during the 
exciting months that are ahead. We would welcome sug- 
gestions from yc/u on what yem would like to know m 
particular. VVe hope that the SUNDAY family will c^- 
tinue to grow — and at the same pace. —Editor 


P N. Balasubramaniam—Industrialist, fighter pilot, 
political operator and onetime friend of Kantllal Desai 
and Suresh Kumar—is nobody's fall guy. He came 
under a cloud when the Income tax people raided 
he Delhi house In June. The rnystery deepened 
when he jumped bail and fled to Europe. Then 
confounding everybody he has come back, 
reportedly escorted by PLO agents for security. 

All the details of this amazing case, along wth a 
transcript of his confession to the police. 


COMMENT 
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The amazing affair of Balasubramanloml 
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How are various political 
Parties preparing them* 
selves for the elections 7 
Starting this week, a 
new section “Election 
Specials” shall cover alt 
events, Issues and 
personalities conriecied 
with the electioneeilng 
that has already begun 
all over the country. 

This week : the Bangalore 
AtCC session; fallout of 
Oct 2 and what 
happened when 
Mrs Qandhl went to 
Ttrupathl. 


Cover transparency of Ayatollah Khomeini by A 


SUNDAY In the past has called the bluff of the 
Sal Baba'a supernatural powers by ha^ng a leading 
magician equal him in his little off-the-cuK miracles. 
Now a long review of a book by a thoroughly 
disillusioned former disciple who got too close to 
the godman for comfort—spiritual or temporal. 


-* I Editor M J. Akbru 

> AssiMont rdiior Oubir Roy 

“T I Daviil MfM ftho'i SnufTurr'* .. .n. Gi-'/'.h ^ M Ab'), 

' J Delhi Corfeicpon(j;.a‘/ I. )i;,j 

i I Art Oirocter l.-,. , ilij A8S.t / rt D»fOctf*r Ai-r.",M.oti.i'.ti i->m 


! [ Pub!t*‘.hr:d ^^>rnP' * 

\ i Ai.r'nda Ott . i « . 

^ 4 /UJ 7'j 4 L-^ , .*» y V i.f. 
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Nature's secret discovered! 


fk 

rail' 


the fairness cream 


noticeably Mm* 

.in Nature!!; omi gentle w- 


Fair & Lovely contains a unique 
ingredient that works within 
your skin to reverse the process 
of darkening—naturally, gently, 
safely. It thus makes you 
noticeably fairer in 6 weeks of 
daily use 






-the gende way to a biiH'idcin. 
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The ultimate gambler 

K EWAL VARMA in his cover story 
on “The gamblers” (August 26) 
apparently forgot to mention the 
fourth gambler who is very much in 
the running He is none other than 
President Sanjeeva Reddy After all, 
the post of a Prime Minister i> one 
step ahead of Uie Presidency. Reddy’s 
actions and modus operandi should 
not surprise anyone because it is only 
natural to aspire for the best. It 
would also be worthwhile to investi¬ 
gate why our Presidmit was so soft 
towards Charan Singh and company 
M. N. Bhtde, Pune. 

KEWAL VARMA’s story reminds us 
of the evil forces operating in the co¬ 
untry today. SUNDAY is certainly an 
excellent medium for popularising 
secularism, socialism and democracy 
I fully endorse the idea of a grand 
alliance led by Charan Singh against 
the anti-democratic and ccmimunal 


What thief ? 

ARE amused to read on item 
pobliohed in SUNDAY (August 
5) titled “Sheikh’s servant helps 
himself’ ^ G. S. KorUu from 
Trivaadtom. We would like to point 
out that the information you pub¬ 
lished does not make a news Itsmand 
it obviously induces a lay reader to 
teUeve that Ummer stole valuable 
Jenvels frnn the Sheikh’s palaces^ 
Your Journal’s “verdict” is wholly 
unwsntmted and strictly weoking, 
the report omounto to contempt of 
court The mMszne con also be pro¬ 
secuted for defamadon. Two courts 
in Kerala, namely, the Second Class 
Judicial MagiitTSte’s Court, Triebur 
and die High Court of Keral^ exerdoe 
JnrladicUoii over dw alleged oitne. 


political lobby. Prodanata (S) leaders 
could well emerge as our next rulers. 
We can trust the Indian electorate 
to vote for th^ right people in die 
forthcoming midtemf poll. However. 
Indian voters have sometimes proved 
elusive to professionid commentatuH's 
and political pundits. But the people's 
verdict has been firm both in 197] 
and 1977. The people of India will 
watch the results of the next elec¬ 
tions with great interest. 

Amur Nath KeShri, Demapore 

YOU have rightly observed thM the 
alliance of Janata (S) and other 
smaller Parties is only a shade less 
despotic than the original Janata. It 
«s to be seen whether they can sweep 
the coming elecdons, which to me 
appears frankly quite imposiUe. Even 
if the Janata (S) comes to poww it 
is very unlikely that they would work 
unitedly ftH* the nation’s good. Going 
through your intelligent pre-poll ass- 
essmuit, 1 am compelled to think that 
SUNDAY could well become an 
adviser to the caretaker Government. 
Arun Kumar Khattri, Varanasi 

THE cover sloiy is a grim reminder 
that the fortunes of our country are 
in the bands oi unscrupulous politi 
cal elements lusting for power. The 
men with dices are surely jeopardis¬ 
ing democracy. a.s you have pointed 
out. These slapstick developments iq 
New Delhi and other regional centres 
of power reminded me two movies; 
Gambler in Hindi starring Dev Anand 
and The Gambler, an Engli^ film of 
the Sixties Like the movies, the 
Indian political gamblers did provide 
some entertainment and comic relief 
but viewed in retrospect, the films 
and the pobticians wasted the preci¬ 
ous time of millions of Indians to 
line their own pockets. 

Rehana Huq, Jamshedpur. 

APROPOS of M J Akbar’s interview 
with Charan Singh, “I was driven to 
the wall” (August 26). the Chaudhury 


The writing, whether you call it a 
commentary, article or anything else, 
has violated the standard ethics of 
Journalism, not to mention the scant 
tegard shown to our judiciary and 
onr laws. 

I 

But as counsel for Ummer in 
habeas corpus proceedings before Uie 
High Court of Kerala and aaother 
writ petition before the same court 
to quash the prosecution, we had 
interviewed Ummer inside the Jail on 
two occasions. He revealed a num¬ 
ber of facts which we are legally 
bound not ft divulge. The truth wiU 
be duly re-ej.>d only in the course 
(rf a properly constituted Judicial 
enquiry. For reasons of proiwlety 
and legal restraint we do not propose 
to detail the drcumstonces In wnidi 
the vahiable Jewels of the Sheikh 


DOW. blames the Jana Sangh for opst- 
ing him from the Janata Pkrty. The 
acting PM however conveniently for¬ 
got that it was the Jana Sangh whidt 
prevailed up<Hi Morarji Desai to 
bring Mm back Into the Cabinet. Had 
Vajpayefe not insisted on Charan 
Singh's return, the Janata Party 
would not have been bifurcated. Uius 
(possibly) paving the way for Mrs 
Gandhi’s return. 

Maharaj K. Koul, Srinagar. 

IN THE interview, Charan Singh re* 
fers to Raj Nacain as “Raj NarainJI’’ 
but calls the Loknayak simply Jays 
Prakash Narayan. This shows toe 
roan’s unrong order of priorities. ■ On 
the whole the politicians of our 
country have given a very poor 
account of themselves. The money 
rellected from the poor kisans, harf- 
jws and minorities only keeps their 
airconditioned cars in ninnmg con¬ 
dition. 

Zahur Ahmed, Jammu. 

YOUR assessment of Uiq political 
situation in the cover sto^ is pre¬ 
judiced and smadcs M ignorance. I 
hadn’t expected such a lopsided re¬ 
view from you. In your hhnd praise 
of the Janata (S) you convemently 
forjjet that this is a Party of oppor¬ 
tunists and defectors. Why did Mr 
Charan Singh wait to submit his re¬ 
signation until Morarji resigned? 
llte role played by Charan Singh in 
UP politics, his promises and assu¬ 
rances to Muslims before he became 
C2iief Minister and what he did after 
coming to power all need to be pro* 
bed. 

You have deliberately underplayed 
the Congress (I)’s popularity Most 
of the Congressmen have now joined 
the Congress (I) and they are not 
doing it to get election tickets alone. 
All Indians have now realised for 
the better that it is only Tjidira 
Gandhi who can rule this country. 
Javaid Asrar, Karhngunj. 


•ound their way to India. 

All the same, we are anxious to 
Inform your readcss Uirough these 
columns that in tiie hot pursuit for 
recovery of the “treasure Jewels” of 
the Sheikh, the Central Government 
has overlooked all legal prooedures 
and created an impression in the 
minds of general public that our laws 
could be bent to suit expediency of 
a particular situation as the execn- 
tivo may lUctate. 

On the basis of the allegation 
against him in court Ummer is a 
“fugitive criminal” (offender commit¬ 
ting a crime in a foreign state and 
escaping to his home country) and 
the Central (Sovernment should intm’* 
vene to give sancUon for prosecution 
before a First Class Judicial Magis- 
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* trate under Section 188 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure. The Magis> 
trate can then hold an enquiry under 
the Extradition Act and send a re¬ 
port to the Central Government re¬ 
cording whether a prima fade case 
is made out or not against the fugi¬ 
tive criminal and then the Central 
Government can decide whether the 
criminal has to be extradited or not. 
Since there is no extradition treaty 
existing between India and the UA£ 
as on the date of the alleged crime, 
extradition is impossible. What is 
possible is only a trial in the home 
state invoking extraterritorial juris¬ 
diction under Section 4 of the Indian 
Penal Code. It is only during the 
course of such a Magisterial enquiry 
that the question of releasing auc^ 


Here's some help 

I N HIS reply to iny letter (August, 
19) J. M Menezes asks me it 1 
can deny that ‘ bcc.mse ot llie Catho¬ 
lic Church's condoning attitude, Mus 
solini and Hitler could send millions 
to their deaths.” Ye.s, I can—and I 
do. Gndet the leadtM'ship of Cardi 
nal Von Faulhabei, many German 
Catholics lesisted Hitler, .some ol 
them with then lives Tine, Cardi 
nal Pacvlli, the future Pius Xll, 
signed a Concordat with Nazi 
Germany in 1933. hut a Concordat 
is not an act of condonation. On 
the contrary, it is an attempt by the 
Church to wting a tew concessions 
from a tyiannical government. Thus 
the- Vatican has never had to raakc- 
a Concordat with India Hccently 
publishcii documc'nts reveal the full 
extent of the Vatican’s elTort.s on 
behalf of .lews and other victim of 
Ni'/ism during the wai years. The 
rest is rumoui and innuendo But 
that should n<it deter Mr Menezes 
from making fititln-r accusations. 

As a Catholic prii .st 1 am naturally 
distressed that cvc-ii a noii-piactising 
Catholic (whatevei that is!) should 
attack the Ciiuich ot his fathers As 
a teachei 1 am annoyed that ho 
should do It so badly. I would sug¬ 
gest that m future Mr. Menezes 
Stick to veiiliabie facts and avoid 
sweeping, unsubstantiated generali- 


Mannerly Minister 

1 REFER to the article “Uncivil 
Ministers and civil servants” 
(August 12) The whole paragraph on 
Pawan Dewan, the Mini.stc-r for Jails, 
Madhya Prade.sh, has been written 
with inalicx! and political motivation 
1 would like to clarify the following 
points. Few students wanted to meet 
the Jail Minister at about 2 pm, 
when the Minister was taking rest. 
So I asked them to come in the even¬ 
ing. They got angry and went away. 
Later on. they complained to Mr 
ft^wan ind he was furious with me 
because I had not allowed them to 
meet him. But he did not ask them 
to beat me up After all, Mr Dewe" 


articles can arise. 

What baffles one is why the Gea- 
tral Government has bypassed these 
procedures established by law end 
permitted the Sheikh to take away 
the articles. Has the Sheikh, simply 
because thousands of Indiana are 
employed in his count^ held*oiir 
laws to ransom? For the folly of 
one man should the Sheikh terr^se 
thousands of innocent Indians and 
on that account should the Central 
Govemroent prostrate before Hie 
Sheikh ? Our diplomats and execu¬ 
tives have reduced the dignity of our 
nation. Behind the undue haatiB 
shown bv the executive to return the 
articles, violating all estabUshed pro¬ 
cedures, there is something more 
{». O Mcihew, Advocate, Cochin 


sation-s such a.s that contained in his 
allegation that the Church condoned 
the crimes ot Hiller and Mussolini. 
AlBo, may I necommend the In¬ 
quisition as a source of future 
material He will find it a goldmine. 
It has been somewhat overworked 
but can still yield a few choice nug¬ 
gets to a diligent searcher. And he 
won’t have to invent anything. 

Mr. Menezes is scandalised that a 
Catholic rebgious order should 
advertise in t'tayboy magazine. 1 
must confess that I am a bit baffled 
myself. But perhap.s they were think¬ 
ing of Him who said, “I did not 
come to rail the just, but sinners.” 

A.S for bad popes, I am afraid that 
Mr. Menezes will have to abandon 
Leo m. He had much more to his 
credit than the crowning of Charle¬ 
magne. As dltcrnaUvcs 1 suggest 
John XII and Benedict IX, a couple 
of I cal bounders from the 10th and 
Jitli centuries. Indeed the whole 
century from 950 to 1050 will provide 
dozens ot juity scandals to throw at 
us. Of course it was a long time ago, 
but never mind, mud is mud. 

Finally, I must add that while 
reading Mr. Menezes’s strictures 
against the Catholic Church, I was 
remioded of what Gandhiji said 
about Katherine Mayo’s description 
of Hinduism. “A drain inspertor’s 
report” 

J W Whelan, S. J DarjeeUng 


is a human being. When he came to 
know about the high prices he may 
lave a.skcd the {tcople to raise their 
voice against rising prices. What is 
wrong in that? The third incident 
took place in Bnipur Mr Dewan wa|^ 
on a mass-contact tour. The admi¬ 
nistrator had been ordered to be 
p esent during Mr Dewan’s tour. But 
fie preferred to be present elsewhere, 
higleiting the Minister, causing irra- 
tation and inconvenience to the 
people who were meeting the Mi¬ 
nister with their grievances. Several 
roir plaints were pending against the 
administrator, and the craiens pf 
Raipur know aboc* ’.!’f :n. Thus the 
Minifiter was irlt '-ith no option but 
to orde- 'be • .spension of the 
....iial oti thi '.”Cii."rcndation of a 


Hindu rashtra 

I N "Li Babuji selling out?” (August 
5) Kewal Varma remarks : “The 
RSS people pointed out that they 
believed in a Hindu rashtra, not a 
Hindu state. We are sure that Mr 
Chandrashekbar and Mr Surendra 
Mohan understood the difference 
between a Hindu state and a Hindu 
lashtra: nobody else does.” Let me 
explain. In the USA, the Constitution 
doe.s not establish Christianity a.s an 
otRnal religion, so the USA is not_ a 
Christian state. "Yet in one af its 
pronouncements, the US Supreme 
Court has said: “We arc a Christian 
nation”. The Constitution of Turkey 
declares it to be a secular state. Yet, 
Turkey considers itself a Muslim 
nation and participates in conferences 
of Muslim couiitries. There arc 
thus many countries who.se ''in¬ 
stitutions do not align thorns'Ives 
with Islam or Christianity, and yet 
these countries call themselves 
Muslim or Christian nations The 
reason is obvious. 

V. P. Luthera, Delhi 


RSS's unruly friends 

M ASROOR AHMED’S letter 
(Opinion, Augus.t 26) was really 
sur^uising. Mr Ahmed’s attempt to 
whitewash the activities of the 
Jamaat-e-lslamI b really oondemn- 
able. Has he forgotten that in his 
own State the secalled ‘ideological 
organisation* hosted a banquet, and 

S ave gifts to the RSS chief sliortly 
efore outbreak of the .tam.'jbedpup 
riots? It may also be pointed out 
that the Jamaabe-lslami .sent an ex¬ 
tremely rude and iasulting letter to 
the editor of a prominent Urdu daily 
of Bihar while he was engaged in 
relief work in Jamshedpur. The 
Jamaat also sought to cover up the 
killings, even going so far as to say 
that the massaae of women and 
children in the minibus which was 
set ablaze by an RSS mob was only 
an aeddent. It is a shame that 
educated Muslims continue to su];^>ort 
a fascLSt organisation 
Sped Rezo A. Sami, Patna. 


local MLA, Mr Ramesh Verlayani. 
Bhagvmndhar, Personal Asswrtmt, 
Minisier for Jails, Madhya Pradeth. 

I HAVE met several Ministers and 
a couple dr Prime Ministers. Most 
of them have been arrogant, proud, 
rude and stubborn. It is not so with 
Mr Pawan Dewan, the Jail Minister 
ot Madhya Pradesh. In fact, he is a 
Minister with a golden heart, i have 
had several sittings with him. Any¬ 
one can meet him any time, unlike 
other Ministers. Mr Dewan listens 
patiently to everybod.y's romplJims 
and takes immediate -i <le 

himself phones up the ron's-nied 
Minister or official and in addition, 
gives a letter. 

Tbomu Tihu, Bdkor, MOD, Shopsil 
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The Amazing 
Af fair of 

Baiasubramaniam 

O.P.MALHOTRAand 
UDAYAN SHARMA 
filed reports upon which 
the following series of 
stories are based 


P ' |N Baiasubramaniam, the 
former Chairman of 
Barium Chemicals Ltd, 
who has received a lot 

-1 of publidtv due to his 

sensational aUegations against the 
sons of two VS^Ps—former Prime 
Minister Morarn Desai and former 
Defence Minister Jagjivan Bam—Is 
a man with wide national and inte^ 
national contacts, both commercial as 
well as political. While he has him¬ 
self shed some light on his dose con¬ 
nections with Kantilal Desai, not 
many people know that Balasabra- 
maniam was once very close to Mr. 
Krishna Menon, a former Defence 
Minister of India. Besides Mr. 
Menon, Baiasubramaniam was a close 
friend of such important people as 
Nityanand Kanungo, the late Mr. 
Baghuraroaiah, two other former 
Union Cabinet Ministers There was 
always at least one Union Cabinet 
Minister on whom Mr. Balasubrama- 
niam could rely for support. 

Many are now trying to shy away 
from Mr. Baiasubramaniam. But he 
has friends in almost all political 
Parties, be it CPI, CPT(M) DMK, 
AIADMK, Congress, CongrassdV 
Janata or Janata (S) Among the 
present day politidans. he had had 
doae relations at one time or the 
other with Or Channa Beddy. Chief 
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Mr. 
Vengal Bao, former Chief Minister 
of Andhra Pradesh, and Mr Brahma- 
nand Reddy, foimer Home Minister 
in Mrs Indira Gsndhi’s Government 
and the present Industries Minister. 
Mr. P Ramamoorthv of the CPKM), 
Mr. Bsfaram of the AIADMK. Mr 
Bajashekhar Reddv of the CPI are 
old political acquaintances of Bata- 
2B 


lubramaniam. 

Baiasubramaniam also struck up a 
friendship with Mrs Amteshwar 
Anand, mother-in-law of Spojay 
Gandhi According to one source, 
Saniay Gandhi’s mother-in-law used a 
frustrated friend of Balasubramaai- 
am, V. Kalyanam, to expose the other 
Prime Minister’s son, Kantilal Defeat, 
when the Janata Government started 
troubling Sanjay Gandhi. 

While the motivation behind 
Kalyanam’s anti-Janata Party acti¬ 


vities Is a matter of speculation, it is 
a fact that he was tipping off anti- 
Desai leaders about the activities of 
Kantilal Desai, particularly where he 
stood to gain- monetarily. Kalyanama 
who is staying in the USA now has, 
in a communication to Blitz (Septem 
ber 15) claimed credit for predicting 
that the trust the people of India had 
placed in the Janata Party under the 
leadership of MorarJI Desai was 
misplaced. Kalyanam says, ‘T had 
predicted this In a circular on Janu- 


Itie ex-Prme Minister, Mantu Desai (second from left), Aonti Desai 
(third from right), Sharada MuUurftt, Governor of Andhra Pradesh vnlh 
P N. BaUmOrramantam. who can be seen behind ond between Mararji 
Desai and Sharada Mukherjee. This photograph was taken m BaIasubra-< 
moniam's factory tn Andhra Pradeeh 
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•nr 30, 1978 mMnt for all members 
of Parliameat Advance copies were 
sent to Mrs Gandhi, Charan Singh, 

Jayaprakash Narayan, and a down 
other important personages.’* 

Whether Kalyanam exposed Kanti- 
lal Desai’s activities to Morarji’s 
opponents on his own, on Mrs 
Anand’s suggestion or Balasubra- 
maniam’s direction remains to be de¬ 
termined but the fact is that he was 
very close to Bala and almost depend¬ 
ed on him for his livelihood at one 
time. What is very strange, how¬ 
ever, is that while Bala, who had 
jumped bail to go to Europe after 
the raids on his residential and busi¬ 
ness premises on June 4, 1979, decid¬ 
ed to return to India after Chaudhuijr 
Charan Singh came to power and 
reveal the whole truth to an investi¬ 
gating agency regarding aU the deals 
in which Kantilal Desai and Suresh 
Kumar (Jagjivan Ram's son) and 
other received foreign money, Kalya¬ 
nam who is supposed to have tipped 
off Charan Singh about Kantilal 
Desai’s affairs has deaded to stay on 
in the USA. From there he is firing 
off communications condemning all 
politicians foi the present ills of 
India. Had he only done that h<° 
would not have aroused suspiaoa 
But after playing the character as- 
sasination game he began issuing 
good-conduct certificates to the CIA 
and fopsign powers The following 
sentence from Kalyanam’s letter 
published in BlaiT is .significant “Foi 
ell the ills India is undergoing today, 
the politicians right from Prime 
Minister down are responsible not 
the CIA, not the foreign powers...” 

A few things are, however, known 
about Ml'. Balasubramaniam’s inter¬ 
national dealings as well. One he 
was among the first dozen or at best 
two dozen businessmen in India who 
established strong business rela¬ 
tions with socialist countries. Bala- 
subramaniam was the sole agent of 
a Moscow based firm selling medi¬ 
cines and surgical instruments tt^^fan of 
foreign countries He was also ex- one-time friend 



ItuloAubramamam performmq puja 


porting goods to the Soviet Union 
and other suciaiist countries. Bala 
was also dealing with a Czech, firm 
and was instiumentai in establishing 
a factory produung motorcycles 
with Czech collaboration. Mr. Baia- 
subramaniam can of course argue 
that as a businessman he was not 
dealing with Russians and Czechs 
alone. He also bad successful busi¬ 
ness collaborations with Britiah. 
German, French and Japanese firms. 
(One could add to this list some Arab 
countries as welJJ The picture 
would, however, be incomplete with¬ 
out mentipning the Israeli connec- 
IsubramaniaiMbrough ms 
lend Kantilal ^sai. 




Baiambramantam (eastreme left) with Efsonberp, chnirmnn Consolidated 
Packers, Israel 
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In his letter to the Prime Minister, 
Bala has alleged that Kantilal Desai 
bad connections with an Israeli busi¬ 
ness firm. Consolidated Packers. In 
one of his statements Mr. Balasubra- 
maniam has also alleged that be had 
received Rs. 30 lakhs from that 
source In foreign currencies in 
Geneva. “The amount”, according 
to Mr. Balasubramamam, "was paid 
to me bv a partner of Kantilal Desai, 
Mr. Israel, one of the proprietors of 
Consolidated Packers, one of the 
richest men in Europe who was the 
official agent of the Israeli Govern¬ 
ment (and had) most probably a cov¬ 
er organisation of CIA.” 

Another aspect of Balasubra¬ 
maniam’s international links is ex¬ 
posed by vet another fact. After 
Jumping bail in June when he went 
to Europe and after coolly rethink¬ 
ing his connections with Rantibhai 
he reported to his counsel Mr. Garg 
that he would come back to India 
"whenever the court wants me,” he 
found himself being threatened bv 
some Israeli agents. He thereupon 
decided to return to India. Accord¬ 
ing to one report he came via Nepal 
escorted by PLO volunteers. 

The fart that Mr. Balasubrama- 
niam was very friendly with the late 
Krishna Menon, known for his anti- 
Americanism and leftist views, and 
that he is being defended in law 
courts bv his able counsel R K. Garg. 
also a known Communist are indica¬ 
tive of Mr. Balasubramaniam’s leftist 
associations. 

There is no doubt that Balasubra- 
maniam is in po.saesston of such in¬ 
formation and evidence which would 
prove fatal not onlv for some poIRt- 
dans. but bureaucrats and business¬ 
men as well 


29 



Man behind the myth 

A profile of the cotourful personality that is 
P, N. Balasubramaniam 



H. N. BalosvLbramaniam performtda 
pujo The vfoman bWitnd Mm (m 
short hair) it Maneka Candhi’t 
povneer mter 


- N. BALASUBRAMANIAM 

who prefers to call hun- 
self a technical-finandal 
consultant is a very 

- colourful personality Ha 

was a student leader m pre-Indepeo- 
deno!> days, a combat pilot In the 
Indian Air Force during the Second. 
World War. a technician and admi* 
nistiator. an importer, an exporter, 
a business executive, a promoter of 
successful public limited companies, 
director and owner of several private 
limited companies, a man who has 
led a very fa.st life and travelled all 
over the world. He is also a man of 
religion — a yogi and a oommisaar 
(politician, it you wish to call him). 
It IS true Bala tas be is Imown) has 
come Into prominence reianUy be* 
cause of his connection with Mr 
Kantilal Oesai, ex-Prisat Minister 
Morarjl Desai's sm. But Bala is ant 
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a sycophant of Kanti Desai. Though 
he is interested in business as well 
as in politics, he is not one who 
hangs around politicians to make 
most of the opportumties which 
come to him. Nor is he the kind 
politician who depends on business 
houses for his personal and political 
needs. Anyone who has met Bala 
and observed him for sons? time 
from close quarters should not treat 
him lightly when he promises to tell 
the whole truth before “an appro¬ 
priate machinery of investigation 
and enquiry.’’ It is certain Bala will 
tell the truth of his shady deals at 
an appropriate time. Some striking 
features of Bala’s colourful life and 
career are detailed below. 

Bom on April 15. 1924, m a Brah¬ 
min family of Tiruvannamalai, in the 
North Arcot district of Tamil Nadu. 
Bala was interested in politics when 
be was a student. He took part in 
the activities of the All India Stu¬ 
dents Federation and was its vice- 
president for South India, when 
Ansar Harvani. a former MF. was 
its All India president. Bala also 
was president of the Students’ Union 
of Salem, from where he did his 
graduation. The intrepid young Bala 
wanted to do something striking and 
adventurous in his life. The war 
was on and it had offered opportum¬ 
ties to many a spirited young man to 
make a good career. Bala was at¬ 
tracted by flying and decided to be 
come a pilot. He Joined the Indian 
Air Force in 1942 and was soon com 
missioned as a combat pilot. A 
Flight Lieutenant now, Bala was on 
administrative duties and special as¬ 
signments for the Indian Air Force 
both in India and abroad till March 
1947. From a pombat pilot and utfi 
oer in the lAF he became a senior 
officer in the department of civil 
aviation, Ckivernment of India, in 
April 1947. This was a stepping 
stone for Bala but It did not sustain 
his interest for long. He resigned In 
April 1959 

After leaving the cosy and com¬ 
fortable Government job Bala tried to 
renounce worldly comforts and be¬ 
come a sanyaffi. But soon on the 
advice of a guru' he took to a more 
adventurous bfe — of business com- 
btiied with politics. He founded a 
Ora called Bakn and Rao, which 
owned mines of mica, iron or», bary¬ 
tes, kyanite and gold. This firm bad 
Its offices throughout India and in 
leading dues aMuad. With money 
already flowing in from the impart 
and export businesses as weU as 
mining. Bala began to forge political 
links. Since many of bis compatriots 
of the student movement days were 
already in national and State politics, 
Bala did not have much difficulty in 
establishi^ contacts with political 
leaders ’Though that did not help 


him to procure a tidket of any poli¬ 
tical Party, in the first (General Elec¬ 
tion, Bala contested the Kristanagiri 
Lok Sabha seat as an Independent 
but lost. This setback in politics 
brought him back to business, in 
which bis efforts were amply reward¬ 
ed. During 1954 and 1957 Bala 
became a proprietor of Trans-World 
Trades and the sole agent in India 
of a Soviet firm, Med-export, Mos¬ 
cow, for dealing in bulk drugs, patent 
medidnes and surgical instruments. 
Simultaneously he had several other 
general agencies, including the sole 
agency in India for Motokov, a Czech 
firm, in partnership with Ideal Mo¬ 
tors, Bombay, for dealing in Jawa 
motorcycles. Bala, now a mine- 
owner, an exporter and importer and 
a sole selfing agent of several 
foreign products decided to launch 
himself in industry as well. He 
obtained an industrial licence in the 
name of Ideal Motors foi the manu¬ 
facture of motorcycles and helped in 
setting np a plant in Mysore for the 
manufacture of Jawa motorcycles 
From 1957 to 1961 his business acti¬ 
vities expanded lurthcr and Bala 
managed industrial licences for two 
more plants — Barium Chemicals 
and Electnc Portable Tools Bala 
who had travelled all over Europe 
concluded the prehminaries for set- 
ting up the above plants including 
making arrangements for foreign 
collaboration, finanoe. etc. 

Bala is a godfearing man and 
whenever he makes money as a re¬ 
sult of successful business deals, he 
becomes more religious and turns to 
worshipping his gurus. His house in 
New Delhi to which access is not 
easy for a journalist, has a room for 
pujas. Bala hves in that room. One 
of Bala’s gurus, the lS5-year-old, 
Baba Atmanand Saraswati, has or¬ 
dained that Bald should retire into a 
life of sexual abstinence — which is 
why no woman is allowed to enter 
his room. Seeking the advice and 
blessings of sages and sanyasis is a 
fad with Bala. His bouses in Madras 
and other places in Andhra Pradesh 
too, have sacred places for worship. 
He is fond of holding religious cere¬ 
monies and businessmen as weU as 
politicians flodc to his house on all 
such occasions. 

Bala’s respect for religion and reli¬ 
gious people has, however, not 
stopped him from leading a colourful 
life in the past. Bala can boast of 
beautiful friends, including ladies 
from many of the world's glamorous 
capitals — London, Paris, Prajpie, 
Bonn and New York. Living alone 
now (having divorced his wife some 
15 years ago who bad borne him a 
son, Ravi and a daughter Ranjeetha) 
Bala does not hide the fact that he 
has bad many female friends who 
frequented his house. His photo¬ 
albums are full of colour and black- 
and-white photographs of many par¬ 
ties thrown by Bala in India and 
abroad. Some also show his children. 
What makes Bala an interesting dia- 
ricter is his methodical manner of 
doing business, which he plans to the 
last detail He has a way of ap- 
iroaching higher-ups and using them 



‘Althoucb lie resij^d from liis Go- 
venuneot job in 1950. be realiKd 
that no butinenman could succeed 
in this country unless be bad some 
top bureaucrats on bis side. To get 
tbeir support one needs to enter 
tbeir drcte. Bala did this by making 
friends with some former ICS men 
bade in the Fifties and when he got 
the opportunity be demonstrated to 
the business communis and bureau¬ 
crats that the country’s best brains 
were with him. The Sixties were 
his heyday when he floated a public 
limited company, Barium Chemicals 
Limited, and became its chairman 
and managing director. He held that 
position till November 1973. Bala 
persuaded a number of former ICS 
officers — like V. P. Menon. the for¬ 
mer Home Secretary — to serve on 
the .board of directors of that com¬ 
pany. So jealous was T. T. Krishna- 
machari. another Tamil Brahmin, 
with the announcement of the names 
of the board of directors that on the 
day the company’s shares were offer¬ 
ed for public issue, TTK wrote an 
article in a leading daily describing 
the board as a “Pinjrapole of former 
ICS officers". Bala was later involved 
in a legal battle with TTK whldi he 
won. His new company, according 
to Bala’s estimates, saved £450,000 a 
vear for the counUy by way of im¬ 
port substitution. The company, 
however, brought Bala once again 
into pol'tics. He joined the Swatan- 
tra Party and contested the Waran- 
gal Lok Sabba seat, a stronghold of 
the Communist Party, and lost it only 
bv a narrow margin. Though he lost 
the election he had by that time 
developed friendships with politicians 
and their families, including that of 
Mr Morarfi Oesai. Bala has des¬ 
cribed how he slowly but surely 
worked his wav into Mr Desai’s circle 
through Kantibhai, during his battle 
against TTK. 

After over two decades of ascend¬ 
ancy in 1973, Bala sold Barium 
Chemicals Ltd. to the Sahu-Jains, 
an act that started a period of de¬ 
pression in his life. He lost a lot of 
his money in speculative ventures 
and for the next two to three years 
had to undergo hardship. 

Bala is now leading a quiet life in 
his New Delhi house at 186, Golf 
Links. He has not been keeping 
good health and has left his defence 
in the court cases to his experienced 
and able counsel Mr R. K Garg, a 
senior Supreme Court lawyer and 
former legislator of the UP Vidban 
Sabha Mr Garg normally refuses 
to appear as a counsel to defend tax 
dodgers or violators of the Foreign 
Exwnge regulations but has token 
up Bala’s case because of its im¬ 
mense political importance. Inciden¬ 
tally Mr Garg had appeared for 
Barium Chemicals Ltd in the legal 
battle against T. T. Krisboamachari. 
Waiting to depose before an investi¬ 
gating agency in connection with the 
defence deals and other cases, Bala 
is avoiding journalists. Ha says, he 
will not speak to the Press because 
lawyers don’t want him to say any¬ 
thing. However, he has not kept 
quiet. Recently, when Defence Mi 



nister, C. Subramaniam, discounted 
the possibility of payoffs in the Jagu¬ 
ar deals, Bala sent him a letter 
pointing out, "your defence of raur 
predecesaor and of the Jaguar Com¬ 
pany can cause considerable harm 
to the nation as was done by your 


decision to devalue the rupee in 
1966 ’’ Bala’s fetter received publi¬ 
city in some newspapers and Infer 
the Defence Minister changed his 
stand and said action would br 
taken if evidence of payoffs in the 
Jaguar deal was discovered 


'I was being used as 
an innocent pawn' 


Transcript of P. N. Balasubramaniam'staped confession 


HAD a meeting with the 
Prime Minister of India 
at 2 pm on the 6th of 
June, at his office in South 
Block at Delhi. The meet 
mg was arranged by his son Shri 
Kantilal Desai I was told thai the 
Prime Minister geneially docs not 
take any action unless matters arc 
given to him in writing, and 1 was 
advised to take whatever I wanted to 
say in writing; so that action could 
be taken. So, before 1 went for the 
meeting, I took the contempt peti¬ 
tion. I took with me the copy of 
the letter addressed to the Secretary, 
Home Affairs asking tor permission 
to prosecute the officers against whom 
I had fUed an FIR for theft and other 
crimmal offences. I bad also typed 
a note about the implications of 
what 1 was going to say, particularly 
the raid that took place at my re i 
sidence at 186, Golf Links, New 
Delhi-3 on the afternoon of 4th June 
In addition. I had also given m writ¬ 
ing another statement that was look¬ 
ed alter by my lawyers I was pre¬ 
pared to pay the price for my mis¬ 
take!, etc. The reason 1 went across 
to see him was because of a deep- 
laid conspiracy to unseat Mr Morarji 
Deaai by his enemies, and the 
enaoues of the country. I was being 
used as an innocent pawn in this 
high, powertul intrigue game. A 
IHtle bit of my background Is necess 
ary before I record what took place 


between me and Mr Deaai at this 
meeting. 

I was the chairman and managing 
director of the Barium Chemicals 
Ltd during the days of my battle 
with Shri T. T Krishnamaebari who 
was subsequently forced to resign 
because of the memorandum, sub¬ 
mitted to the President A major 
portion of the battle had been fou^t 
by me, with the help of my friends. 
Mr Kantilal Desai, the son ot Mr 
Morarji Desai, and myself became 
close friends. Of course we became 
friends on the precept that the 
enemy’s enemy is your friend I Later 
on, the very same selling agency of 
my company, the Barium Chemicals 
Ltd, for aspiring to which Shri T. T 
Krisbnamachan lost his job, was 
given to Ml Kantilal Desai’s com 
pany, Bombay Industry and Chemical 
Lonipiiny which Is a family firm ot 
Shn Morarj'i Desai, his sons, daught¬ 
er-in-law and grandsons. Mr Morarji 
Desai had also invested m the firm, 
his money, family trust and also the 
money of his grand-children, for 
whom be was an additional trustee. 

We had a very satisfactory rela¬ 
tionship They were given a com¬ 
mission of six per cent as their agency 
commission. 1 got a ‘kick-^baac’ of 
tour per cent from them under the 
table. The arrangement lasted very 
well; It was a sellers’ market m 
there was no difficulty in selling the 
goods, and of course any premhim 





that was availaUe went to tbe 
benefit of selling agents. Again under 
the table, it was only because of tbe 
premium which wa.s being paid to 
them under the taUe, that they were 
able to pay me back the ‘kick-back’, 
abo under the table. In the year 
1973 symptoms of artcrioclerosis app¬ 
eared and my health became bad. t 
was forced to sell the management oi 
the Barium Chemicals Ltd. to the 
Sahu-Jain.s. Whatever compensation 
1 got, I lost in speculative ventures 
and 1 became a penniless pauper 
literally starving for my day-to-day 
sustenance, for a period of two-three 
years. 

Itiroughout my life, I have been 
an anti-Congressinan. 1 was a memb¬ 
er of the Swatantra Party. I had 
contested tbe elections for tbe Parlia¬ 
ment in the year 1952 from the 
Krishnagiri Parliamentary con^uen- 
Cy and later again for tbe Parliament 
in the year 1^, from the Warangal 
Parliamentary constituency. On both 
(Kicasions I lost by a very narrow 
margin. Throughout my litc 1 had 
very good political connections _ and 
conta^. I^ne was a ouasi-political- 
eoonomiobusiness exercise. I never 
had any family worth mentioning or 
any emotional involvement. So 1 was 
able to devote all my time and con¬ 
centration to business, politics and 
other sodal activities. 

During Uic Binergency 1 was in an 
unfortunate predicament of doing no 
business at all. My sympathy was 
with the Opposition. As a matter of 
fact, when Morarjl Uesai went to the 
Maidan to address the crowd, Mr 
Kantilal Desai flew that very evening 
to Geneva. I had earlier in the 
morning learnt from some of my 
friends, that all the leaders were 
going to be arrested that evening. I 
conveyed that to Mr Kantilal Desai, 
who consaited his father and left by 
nine o’clock that evening, by Lut 
thansa to Geneva. In his place, I took 
his father to the Ram Lila ground.* 
and was with him. 1 was woken 
up at four in tbe morning by Balram 
and was told that Morarji Desai 
(ibabuji) was arrested and was being 
taken away. By the time 1 rushed to 
the place, be was gone. So 1 had 
been preset right through the drama 
of the Emergenty and tbe arrest of 
the top leaders of the Opposition. I 
went to the Parliament Street pi^ce 
station and learnt that Chandra- 
abekhar and other leaders were also 
arrested at that Ume. Anyway, I 
c:anie back. 1 Informed Shri Kantilal 
Desai’s wife that ‘Babuji’ had been 
aneated and that she should lel^ 
phone her husband in Geneva. 1 did 
not want him to come back. Mr 
Kantilal Desai had given his address 
in London as that of Mr Ram Narain 
Kapoor of tbe RMx Group of Hotels 
as well as the telephone number. 1 
rang up Mr Kapoor from my tele- 

S one at night and told him to get 
toadi with Kanti, at Geneva and 
inform him no* to come back aj 
things were serious. In other words 
I was dose with the family for oyer 
two dacades. through thick and thin, 
politically, business and otheiwisc. 
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and 1 was accepted as a port of the 
family. , , ^ , 

Three months after the arrest of 
Mr Desai, Mr Kantilal came bwk 
after we got assurances from Mrs 
Gandhi that there would be no harm 
done to him. He used to visR my 
house regularly. Sometimes he used 
to stay with me at 186, Golf lanks. 
In tho.se days when he WM treaw 
by all business and sodal friends like 
a ‘pariah’, I used to boldly flaunt him 
as my friend, take him t® Quo, 
take him out for lundies ai^ dinn¬ 
ers. Sometimes I used to take wh 
Kantilal and Tonpe out on Sundays 
to the clubs—whether it be rae 
Defence Services Club or the Delhi 
Gymkhana Club, and then tease 
Kanti; “Look at your friends, where 
are they?” 

Ill March 1977. when ilie Janata 
was swept into power, wiping out the 
(kingress, I played a leading part 
along with Mr Kaiiti Desai and other 
political fnend.s in ensuring that Shri 
Moi.iiji l>esai was elected the Prime 
Minister by the Party, in preference 
to Mr Jagjivan Ram. As a matter ol 
fact, tor Jagiivan Ram, the Dabriwal 
brothers were paying two lakhs ol 
rupee.s per Junala MP voting for Mr 
Jagjivan Rain. I came to know ot 
It. At that time 1 met Mr Kalyanani, 
who wii->, about two months earlier, 
till the arrest ol Mr Jayaprakasb 
Narayan, his sixxfttary. Kalyanam 
was eai her also secretary to Mahatma 
G<)ndhi, Lord Mountbalten and 
Jawaliarlal Nehru. He went tor a 
couple of years as secretary to Dr 
Subbaiayon when he was in Indonesia. 
Morarji had brought him in, to be 
his private seureUiry at Deliii. But 
Mr Kantilal Desai did not.like South 
lndi.ins to bi' in hi.s household. So 
he had joined me, and he was stay¬ 
ing 111 my hou.se, even though he wa.* 
working unofiidally as private sec¬ 
retary to Mr Morarji Desai. This was 
beion- Morarji Desai was elected 
Piinu- Minister. 

Kalyanam and I got together ttic 
MPs, along with the money they had 
received from the Dabriwal broUicrs. 
We woke up Mr Jayaprakasb Nara¬ 
yan and Mr Kripalani in the middle 
of the night, and proved to the 
satisfaction of both, that money was 
taking part in subverting the great 
revolution by making Mr Jagjivan 
Rain, the nominee of the big capita 
lists as tbe I'rimc Minister of India. 
It was because of this that both Mr 
Jayaprakasb Narayan and Mr Kripa- 
tani came to the conclusion at about 
two in the morning, that tbe system 
of voting that was resorted to for 
electing the leader of the Janata 
P.trty .should be scrapped, and that 
they .should go by a system ot cxin- 
sensus. Had there been voting Mr 
Jagjivan Ram would have won hands 
down. Because it was a consensus, 
a little fraud was perpetrated on the 
Janata Parliamentariaas, by the 
'I'athei of tbe Re.volulion', Mr Jaya- 
piakadi Naravan, and by tbe Sindhi, 
Acharya Kripalani. They dedded 
that tbe consensus was in favour oi 
Mr Morarji Desai. And that is how 
he became the Prune Minister of 
India 


We were tbe flrat, at four in Uie 
morning, when Morarji was ready, to 
garland him, to do the ‘arathi* and 
everything. Hie first thing that 
Morarjibhai did before going to the 
Raj^at was to see Charan Singh in 
the hospital and obtain a letter from 
him stating that he will not join the 
Catanct or the Janaita Party if Jagji¬ 
van Ram were to be elected Prime 
Minister. Hiis was another factor 
which made both Jayaprakasb Nara¬ 
yan and Acharya Kripalani nominate 
Mr Morarji as the Prime Minister of 
India, and hide themselyes under the 
win'd 'consensus'. As a matter of 
fact. 1 was with MorarjiUiai through-* 
out once it was announced that 
Morarji was the Prime Minister of 
India. 

At about 11 o’dock in tbe morning, 
the President’s officers came in, to 
5, Dupkix Road to arrange for tbe 
fiwearing-in ceremony, the protocol 
details, etc. It was 1 who suggested 
to Morarji that he should not wait 
for the protocol to take place at four 
o’clock, as there was aunost a civil 
war taking place within the Janata 
ranks by the supporters of Mr Jagji¬ 
van Ram, who were swearing and 
shouting. So, he was rushed before 
anybody else to the Rashtrapati 
Hliavan and sworn in as the Prime 
Minister of India much before all the 
Ollier formalities could be made, so 
that the fact that he was the Prime 
Minister ol India could be establish¬ 
ed beyond any doubt and there could 
be no disputes later on about it. AH 
these and many other small and big 
actions of mine in that crisis, carried 
out perfectly with utmost discretion, 
made me close to the members of tbe 
Morarji family. It strengthened our 
relationship and our bond, and ideo¬ 
logically I was with them. 

At one stage, I even had political 
ambitions of becoming a Minister of 
Sla-ie if not a Deputy Minister at 
least. It was Mr Kantilal Desai who 
dissuaded me from becoming a Mi- 
mstcr and persuaded me to concen¬ 
trate on business and make some 
money. 1 said, 1 am a single man. 
what do 1 want with the money. This 
is a gulden opportunity to do some 
service to tbe country, to be near 
his father and see that tbe Janata 
revolution succei^ls. He said; “Listen 
to me. 1 need some trusted friends 
around me. For various reasons the 
Party is bankrupt, it needs money. It 
has to be maintained and consolidated. 
Where will I get a more dependable 
and reliable friend, with the finesse 
and experience that you possess. So 
don’t be basty. I will tell you when 
you should enter politics actively and 
when you should get into the Govern 
ment, etc" And that is why I res¬ 
tarted my business which 1 had clos¬ 
ed three years earlier. 

The revolution of the people mak¬ 
ing the Janata Government in power 
which created terror in tbe hearts of 
those bureaucrats who were toadies 
and syefaophanta of the Gandhi re¬ 
gime and Ministers under Mrs Gandhi. 
They were tbe very first to try and 
curry favour. One such person who 
used to harass me and prosecute me 
the maximum was Mr S. B. Jain, 
director of Enforcement Even though 



• I didn’t know hun be walked into my 
house one day and said tbat “Mr 
Subramanidm, I know that you arc 
close to the seat of power Why don’t 
you help me and save me ’ I said 
I have nothing against you, it you 
aie innocent 1 will certainly help 
you ’ Naturally I took hun to the 
Prime Mimsters residence, 5 Dupleix 
Road and introduced him to Mr 
Kantilal Uesai who exploited the 
situation, to settle the cases of his 
friends like Aivind Killachand Dr 
Rossy and the bottiuig people— 
Chauhan—amongst hundreds of other 
close friends who were under cloud 
with the enfoi cement direotoiatc In 
May that year Morani was going to 
London to attend the Commonwealth 
Conference Mr Kantilal Desai said 
that I should also he tn London at 
that time 

All the time Mr Kantilal Oesai and 
Mr C B Gupta used to worry about 
the funds for the Party Then this 
said Bald why don't you apply voui 
mind and see now best we can make 
somi nionej’ In one of my casual 
discussions, when Mr S B Tain used 
to ngulaily visit my house, 1 said 
C ome on give us the names and 
particulars of the top smugglers 
black inaricetecrs bootleggers, and 
foreign exchange racketeers, so that 
we can try and get some money out 
of them for the Party" He said 
If you want the money for the Par» 
It IS very simple’’ I said “How Is 
It simple’’’ He said “After the 
lifting of the Emergency at least 80 
per cent of the people against whom 
warrants had teen issued cannot 
stand the scrutiny of the law We 
have no grounds at all ioi their 
detention We could get away with 
It because of the Emergency Now 
we have no other choice hut to caucel 
the warrants issued against them— 
almost 95 pei cent of them are out 
side India without realising that the 
warrants issued against them are 
<ikel> to he oancelW before law All 
you have to do is to hnd out the 
names ot those persons against whom 
the warrants have teen withdrawn 
Ibe warrants’ withdrawal will not be 
published as their issue was also not 
published and it is a Government 
secret 1 will get you the list from 
Mr Ramachandran, joint secretary, 
Lniorcement, and if you are clever 
you can bargain with tiiem and oollett 
some money without violatinn the 
rules and laws the oountrv 

1 obtained the list of the persons 
and there were 140 names against 
whom warrants bad been issued and 
cancelled 1 also found out from Mi 
h U Jam, where these people were 
living abroatf and also thdr addreases 
from their relations in India Having 

{ lot this, 1 concentrated on the people 
iving in England The first few 1 
concentrated on were the Gupta 
teothers of Jaipur — all the four 
hi others were wanted under warrants, 
under COFEPOSA They had escap¬ 
ed to Nwal and from Nepal they 
went to England They had made a 
fortune in England during Che 
Emergency and did not know that 
the warrants against them had teen 



tala (second from right) unth former Andhra CM 


rancelJed I tried my first expeii 
mint with them 1 called them over 
to my tiicnds flat where I was stay 
tng told them that it was a golden 
uppoitunity to g< t the warrants 
igdinst them under COI LPOSA can 
I died it they could meet my friend, 
Ml Kantilal Oesai and through him 
the Piimc Minister of India They 
said they would like to meet them 
So I took all the foui brothers to Mr 
Kauls bouse—our High Commission 
er in London—where Morarji Desai 
and Kantilal Desai were staying 
There I introduce d them to Mi Morar 
Desai and later on we made a deal 
in my room at the hotel with the 
four brothers The brothers agieed 
to pay rupees one ciore if they weie 
allowed to enter India and it the 
wan ants against them would be can 
celled Ot oouise, warrants against 
them bad already been cancelled and 
there was ao warrant pending against 
them So we told them to hrst pay 
rupees 25 lakhs to Kantilal De«ai 
and one of them should take tin risk 
of aiming with us to India If noth 
mg happens to you, you know that the 
warrants have been cancelled All 
you have to do i‘ to call on the 
Enforcement dire ctoi ate and say that 
'Sir I have come to surrender Is 
there anything you are going tn do’ 
and the Enforcement directoi would 
record a statement saying that there 
was nothing against them and they 
can go bade after their explanations 
to certain queries We tried this 
with the youngcsi Gupta first and 
then the second brother came after 
whicA the third brother came and 
then the fourth Of course, all of 
them paid the money first, which was 
deposited in the account of Mr 
Kantilal Desai in Geneva 

Then the Gupta brothers saw to U 
tbat the other Mople who were afraid 
ul the COFEPOSA warrant and who 
were living In Hong Kong, Indochina 
Switzerland, Europe and America 
were informed about the bonanza 
tbit bad fallen into their lap by 
badng Shri Kantilal Desai and Shri 
Subiamaniam to arrange for the can 
cel ation of their warrants Inen 
one by one, everybody started queu 
Ing up to come home In this mann 
er COFEPOSA persons who were 
living abroad, against whom in the 
normal course the warrants were 
cancelled by the Government of India 


paid Mi Desai and fht j8T»<i»a Parvy 
ovei rupees 18 cioies to nu Know 
ledge But after some time Mr Desai 
started dealing with them directly so 
that i do not know the actual amount 
that has been collected by him And 
I did not coimc to know about this 
tiansaction after the first three 
months when I had established it as 
a foolproof exercise of colieoUng 
funds iui Mr Desai and the Janata 
Paity I got a lumpsum payment of 
thirty lakhs in India and when I re 
monstrated that it was no use to me 
in India and that 1 wanted it ateoad, 
an equal amount was paid to me m 
Geneva The amount was paid to 
me by a partner of Mr Kantilal 
Desai Mr Israel one of the proprie¬ 
tors of Consolidated Packeis—one of 
the richest men in Europe, and the 
offinal agent of the Israeh Govern 
ment foi all then lactones produc- 
Mon, but most probably a cover 
oigamsation of the CIA 
Mr Kantilal Desai after the Prime 
Minister was swoin tn, made sure that 
hts personal friends alone became 
the men of importance around tbe 
Prime Minister Mr Shankar was 
with the Cochin Shipping, of hts 
friend R N Kapoor b«ore the 
Janata victory, he was also working 
for B M Birla, Mr Hasmukb Shah is 
again Kantilal’s man as also Mr Tonpe 
All the PAs appointed were those PAs 
who were Kantilai’s men when Mr 
Morarii Desai was Deputy Pnme Ml 
nister No new person was allowed to 
entei the Secretariat, either ln,the 
South Block or the residence until Mr 
Kantilal approved them In other 
word', the Pnme Minister was a 
prisoner of his personal staff, who 
were all Kantilal Desw’s men Md 
the mam prinaplc of collecting 
money for tne Party and other ex 
traneous purpoaes was to um this 
whole organisation en masse S « T 
for privacy, security/seaecy and 
other factors This foro, Consolidat¬ 
ed Packers had three partners the 
topmost brilliant man is Mr Israel 
Enoff the second is Mr ^eph Her¬ 
man, then Mr Natham wte 

was the Head of ^ the Secuny of 
Israel and the He^ 
of Israel and the Head of Seal 
rlly of the Israeli Airline*--Elal— 
the mastermind and the ^f*®^ *'* 
ecutioncr of the Entebbe •exeras* 
carHed out bv the Isracus 



The Secret Sex Life of the Sai Baba 


HAT can you wy about a 
wandering Amencan who 
8 e]l& lus home and health 
and rorae& to India in 

-search of new spintual 

pastures—and stumbles headlong into 
1 diabolK racket oi oiiiacle men and 
millionaires whirh he exposes, wnles 
a book collects his hardback roy ^ifits 
and th« n catches the tirsi light aome 
wards with tears in lus eyes, mum 
bling tin* nmiteenth chapter of the 
Uuuk ot Revelations under bis 
bieath^ 

Would you say that hc' is honestly 
and truly a champion it tiuth who 
has done society yeoman seivice by 
exposing the mtiarle nan ot Putla 
paithi at rewrtedly ctirsidetable per 
sonal iisk’ Would you say that this 
peripatetic Anieruan came to the 
land ot yogis and snake diaimvrs 
guius and godmen to discover the 
hidden meaning ot life—and was 
hopelessly disappointed by the magic 
potion oneied nun t,i the innci sane 
turns ol Whitchelu wheie the duiii 
nutive avdtai icsphndtiit in bis 
bngbt red robe Bionio Nagurski 
hairdo, and cheiry pink Ups reigned 
supreme with h'> baby talk and legi i 
domain^ Or woi Id you say that he is 
the steieotypc ot the typical mixed 
up young nail iiom the west who 
was up to his neck in a haish, mate 
iidlcstic ' Olid of cutthiodi (ompeti 
tion be! Lalvinistit giiiK and exis 
tentia! "spiur took ovei iii predicta 
ble sy nosis—and he chose to opt 
oiu, II ' into the hiisule arms oi a 
(laty " avidian bermapbrodite who 
took 11 ,>n a magii iide thiough a 
short icd phantasy woikl ot myth 
mu.i, and multiooloiireil lust^ 

I toi one. would rsthei believi 
the Tdi Brooke, the mendicant tyro 
is Ukc the Sai Baba himself, an ex 
in. t bluf) master who has made his 
in ibons by charlatanry of the same 
pe rc writing a book lb is as crass 
«I udt and in aby smally id taste 

II books that iht P aa sponsors 

'imscit to line b ’oc' ••nd esta 

obs*’ ni CM.dcm a i lia s most 

cIm isi r, jc app.o niai ’ to God 

H iiu‘< Hie ties ihcrt u. 

Ml Irt'k to chooi- ‘■•et n the ivso 
Babi Is obviuusl J * ven as 

be sits on bis rtiuU s 'uttaparthi 
lal Brooke is a » tr 1 ttle neo 

pbyte V hr ciicorw i the rkcli 

tons in tbi Babi i i >b J and tiies 
to make a Qui^k I k ' nd iis th 
macabre ijiiritual ch nc is play 
ed out be'v'cen tb mus lun 
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By PRITISH NANDY 

dt “0 through its 40 » tsirrable pages 
It is tin kind of book that kavts you 
seething in rage tor days A book 
that makes you indignant bnause a 
stupid sub-liieidtc Amciican rains 
down youi (sopiiagus his \ague, dis 
jointed preicpss ot Vidantic philoso 
piiy—and thin does a quo' doubk 
take to end up a^ a J< sus treak \ 
freak Ml Biookt is and quite un 
abashcdly H< lust htaks out on a 
distant land India witlioul a clui 



as to what it is all about He then 
sells his soul to the Mepbistophclcs 
ct Indian spiritual thought follows It 
up by selling ofl aU lus worldly pos 
sessions in distant Viiginia and then 
takes a cheap bight into India—to 
let lus mendu iiit soul journey 
thiough the lush spiiilual landscape 
ot our bcatililul Hindu vorld, little 
reabsmg that Ihcic aie thugs, pick 
pockets and godmen luiking m every 
rtiinci ard waituij 1 ii the poor bltle 
hiinj *c, 10.1 ly anu hIosI 
Ihjugh Ml Biooki i dt hghttully 
had in more senses than on< by thi 
sensual Sai Baba ai wtiisr ket hi 
throws faimscll tn hum ok ubcisanii 
he quickly rtCOM IS—and like t'u 
tiue blue Aniciuan Ilia* hi is, finds 
luvi solace and spintual <\mpathy 
at Keveiend I>an (aiiuUs when 
Uu.y all Sung (tucstmas laiuls and 
madi tlumscUis at h()iii> in a gc 
numi Aiiicinaii hone hold wiiti 
tliaiiu table" dii .iis a loutii oi 
tvM) piitaOtac 1 p uiiu anditgulai 
l iilecs Uijuk hi iM iis Si imally 
Ml iiiiKiKi 1 net" his spiritual tulnl 
mtnt in lu Uly cioukuig ol 

opis lU/t lur rm .■ vl c< lehrs auo 
til I 1 Ik Ip tiight ba 11 Uncle Sam 
whili Uic lunily lu^Uul godniaii 
wills IjKi a pia,iDg nianus ioi his 
nisi iiiingcc yicUiii 

Ihis sMiry, typical as it is replete 
with LSU liip, "pin'uai guilt angJ 
an 1 uau/rupi, quoUs Irum '^ung 
Bidki i nu I sun and Manui Bubi i, 
Cailixs Cassaneda and the perennial 
limulny Liaiy .imPasiadur at laigi 
lit till, campus drug vyiidirinc icte 
iiuic to /kii Buuduisni the Tibetan 
Book ol the LKad myijui losmolo- 
gtes Lleusinian iniit Ills i aui TiUich 
and Nad Vuga, tkutiiuuonu and Do 
naid uuck and ot cuuisc I antra, the 
Western maus uKiiiiitt mind bluwci 
would have bun just anoUiei tale ot 
a village buinpK ii bumbUng his way 
through the daiigfious spiritual 
wooeis ol India whiCL everyone of 
us IS wav laid some day or thi. other 
But lal BiooKi w oir a book there 
atu -and t < vii >oi>k if Vikas 
u s be 'll I u to expose 

niri ust to 1 1 . .,11 *0 prose 

lyim and ibal w .kes all the 
dltuit.i'c biUi ii iiucte and tor 
turn, hantiup \nicri|. many othe( 
ibiug" in his tome .Mi Brooke tries 
to ixplaui his view of Hmduism to 
us to lationalise his sexual expert 
rncnts with the Baba, justifyuig why 
picciscly he allowed Babas nimble 
lingers to zip down bis by m a mo¬ 
ment ot devotional bbss and why he 
subjected himseli lo the somewhat 
unusual experience ot making it out 
with a real life hcTnaphrodite, the 
' ibu bimsili' 

I V I I ^ut pool 

1 I alt.CSStully 

( ilk I'll 1 overtures 






—-and turned out to be almost as 
frigid as a blodc of ice m a taran 
tala’s grtpl At crowded darshans. 
Baba would apparently seek out his 
favourite aoolyte, sneak up behind 
bun along a crowded aisle oi In¬ 
dians, and then stand directly be 
hind him with his legs and lobe (and 
whatever else hermaphrodites have) 
pressed against Tal Brooke’s bottom, 
"pretending it was just an acadent 
as he scanned the inas<> of devotees 
outside”—this famihar geture, the 
connotations ot which would be trans 
parent to even the most dumb 
witted schoolboy, onI\ “served *0 
fuel a sense of spiritual purpose” in 
Mr Brooke With similar Redneck 
logic be saw an entire spiritual um 
verse in Baba’s mystenous eyes, 
when the godman grabbed him in a 
velvet-diaped private suite during an 
intimate audience, hugged him extra 
tight, panted heavily and ' kept twis 
ting hi", pelvis especially in the ii 
gion ui the loins nudging and twis¬ 
ting twisting and nudging", ixiomg 
into his eais things like What s 
wrong’ you do not like to hug’ Tal 
Biooke m his uttei simpliaty, per 
(cmd this as an initiatory rite, a 
kind ol spiiitual love test by the 
Haoa to check if he bad learnt to 
subjugate his libido 

Mind you such incredible naivete 
(Oiiies (lom the same man who struts 
like a stuck up peact>c:k in his pre 
late to the book spreading out all 
his leathers of wisdom He makes 
you ltd like an insignihcant worm 
as he Haunts his knowlcMlge of Hin 
duism right before your eye^ and 
tills you that he knows the inwards 
ol the Idith bc'lter than Jim Corlxitt 
kill w Kuinaon oi Rana Praitap Kum 
bdlgaih Brooke* you tealise, is one 
of those raie specimens wb bad 
(ompiehtnded the kernel of Advaita 
I yen betoie hi could exclaim "Gee, 
thi^ IS a wondiiful place to be in’” 
His background was oh so different 
from the usual we^erner from bis 
very eaily childhood be had expert 
c need the stirrmgs of Kundalini 
Shakti und in his twenties he had 
undergone the Nirvikalpa Samadhi 
in its full magnitude* 

' In India”, daims Brooke himself, 

’I differed greatly from that so com 
inon westeiner who lust wants to 
dke a peck and then get out I was 
defensive on India s behalf before 
my own countrymen (though honestly 
critical as well) and should I ever 
detect arrogance on the face of my 
countrymen in regard to India, I 
would assail them bitterly ’ After 
all he had travelled the globe "as 
the son of a highly gifted man of 
letters who was also a diplomat” 

'I had tasted numerous cultures and 
climes and found areas in my soul 
that were able to absorb them all 
My family was agnosUc so I had to 
seek out from scratch the spiritual 
answers for existence’ A worthy 
leason to come out to India, true 
One IS further impressed v/hen one 
IS told that Mr Brooke even In'ougfat 
along with him a letter from one Sri 
Hhavvaninda who is supposed to 
th» hi 111 of the Rdiiiikii hna Math 
n London who wrote that in his 


opinion our hero was eminently ready 
for sanyas because he knew suen 
intimate details about the lives of 
Ramakrishna’s disaples—Tunyanan 
da, Premananda, Brahmananda, Vive- 
kananda and the rest' Apparently 
sastns, pundits and swamis all over 
India found Mr Brooke a “young 
master” who had “true understand 
ing” of everything Hindu 


With credentials such as thc*se 
and anned with all hi!^ spiiilual wis 
doni almost bursting at the scams 
with supcihuman Vedantic power 
our hero hupped into a jet plane and 
flew across the Atlantic to the land 
of Shankiiracharya and the Buddha, 
to satisfy his passion to know the 
truth to see tor himself the foun 
tainhead of knowledgi^ signib, ant<y, 
he landed m Delriv^MF‘’vrtiber 15 
19faJ—and somehow his luck ran out 
on him the minute he fWalked into 
the YMCA hostel on the outskirts o' 
Connaught Place icuind the rates 
exoibitant and began despxsing the 
poor little clerkHmO sat behind the 
reception counter And because our 
DOor Mr Brooke Hke ‘any human* 
being, was tired of jet lag and full 
of sleep he let the .drcnaline in his 
blood get the better of his trained 
Vedantic mind All that he could do 
poi r man, was to go to a cheaper 
liotcl and watch a wise b/aid make 
laces at him while he tiied to dts 
perately get his much needed fortv 
winks 

While he cooled his heels m this 
sleazy joint, our hero continued his 
niusings—and 1 quote here an ex 
ample oft bis petulance and pu rid 
prose ' The (hotel; room was so 
humid that it was hke floating cm a 
cork in a thermos bottle of hot 
bouillon A life saver would have 
melted on a table in about three 
minutes Not only that, but what 
must have been a good bed now sank 
right down to the floor hke a bam 


mock and if you tried to lie on your 
side it was hke i sustained yogir 
postuie on a bed of nails because the 
smngs come through the mattress 
like burs and made such a loud muse 
that they sounded like the day shift 
at an iron foundry I watched the 
large blades of the ceiUng fan spin 
around, and sewn noticed the road 
maps of cracks networked aaoss the 
whole ceiling and down the walls I 
also noticed fleeting movements at 
the periphery ot my vision hen 1 
moved my 'yes to catch the lu iti 
mg. It stopped Suddenly fro now 
wrtieire, 1 saw the source ot th* nov>* 
ment Fluttering again then f ezinv 
I saw a large lizard It r akui) 
the ceiimg with as much ease > mo i 
creatures move along tlie g< iind 
pictured it losing its grip al night 
light above my head faUing on in> 
face, or worse, in my open moutli 
where it might flutter foi a while 
and leave an ampu ated * til to dance 
on my epiglottis Sudi p losophis 
irg by our hero rvveals th e cardi 
nal truths one that he is irone lo 
halluunatK«ns m humid > nditions 
two, he wrs «s sta, gcnngi id prose 
three, he deeps with h« mouth open 


dsiU iP** t / <. Vfil snuTLss 

How sad now t«' '"'blj Heartbreak 


ing jbat our demi-fod wild had aono 
through the entire process of realis¬ 
ing Kundalini Shakti while he was 
stul hoppmg in and c t erf a Moher- 
care plira-pen ahould send up aodi 
loud aucf long wails o’’ dlHvst the 
ve'v day he arrives m the aMintry 
or tus chreamsl 

■urn OeHu Brooke went to Rishi- 
ke,. and was left uaiPinreased by 
the wgnificenoe of the Himalayan 

rangr oven aa the oth' foretgn 
toun* were going into fi ’fledged 
hv*.te>- at the very sight of V t snow- 
I appec -rnks Even the Mah. n'hi 

Manesc ogi, who had sw» tac 
Beatles 3 Mia Farrow oft ! eir 
feet, cor not make oiu friend 

budge eve single mihmetre /lUd 

disappoip with the north -.f '’t n, 
Brooke die ecasely what every x- 

edup Xme' 3»n does—he hea 3 
straight for where be discove, a 
that be tupspues were c t 

benesath his a te well-bred fc 
So be left Calan^ beacb and be’J- 
ed towards bustL. Bombay, “is i 
last bid to searoc or a spirtti'ol 
dynamo” that wen reibarge fc’S 
•Soul batteries. 

In the oosmopohte huMiufc Of 
Bonibav Tal Brooke re sed that he 
was destined to see at Sal Baba, 
the miiacle man of Pun.-'perthi, full 
time avatar and (>od incamate, and 
so he promptly dropped his plana of 
shaking hands with Kn..OMRnurthy 
(who must have been bust.' shaking 
he fragile hands of Parvcci Bahi)< 
and abandoning hopes of laadlofl 
himsel’ at the AuTDbmdo Asm •«»* at 
PondioK*ry or ev« 

at^r^bn H'** *^“™knshna Math 
at Calcutta he decided-to head "nr 

^ pontals of 

i>ai Babas res’denoe But ohfor cCj« 

wi-ie deosicm ,ou vvould have^w 

fwg.ven the young puuciSl 

ori'entTi* ® c® J^^ot^brcnic World of 
oriental metaphysics and oood^M 

LSD trips was about to batfui the 
most dangerous part of hu joumev 
trough the sparkual laXiC S 
this coumry And despite the picares- 

vilUmv*‘fl?i“’. 1 .^ interest, the 
vuidiny and the oomit rehef. the 

^ heartbreaks, TjI 

^ effete 
peacock, a cxmnterfeit tiigbo<SL vrviiis 

£*»®Ji.^*** Baba gets off no lette'- 
but that IS another stcMry 

N Bomcay at the olusli 
est of ’ otcj, t' c *uj , 
wi.y Inniat. -an wit 
our he-o'„ moacj- -jm 
, , you iol B Joke Imei aL 
tf» while that - ' w~ go.ns to ^et 
K>k( - bu^ was o"ly t /Slg o se„ 'f 
his jogu, intuition we„ wc~kmg 
ight and so when the etem i 
vagabond arrived at WbiteTeW b- 
fill at the fee* of 9hr S" hya Sta 
Baba wit» nc*T a ‘ irthing in hi' 
locki t (tut Baba ' is fl know 
ing and lUioi ig Me fcav him > 
teat he nil .3 ciuned Helloao 
Howcicce- ' hat’*' wrong, some 
jckncss » 111 , toniach’" Our hen 
vas .iiucii imp ssed > > cn an ii 

rr dible demonstration ol psyotac 
KJWci and sniibsl shylv before reply 

3S 



tag with mme amtarrassiaeBt, “Yeah, 
Baba!*' aiaoe be had beea having 
Ctomadi trouble, deaiiite his diet m 
N irvikalpa Samadhis, switching from 
one brand of badllary dygentery to 
another, with probably the occasional 
amoeba to boot. 

While he was trying desperately to 
recover from the traumatic ex* 
perienoe of the all-knowing Baba 
predicting the precise state of his 
rather sensitive stomach, the psychic 
onslaught continued. Ibe Baba wav 
cd a hand in the air and produced, 
as he is often prone to, vibnuti from 
apparently nowhere—and then radiat¬ 
ed his much discussed magnetic 
force, thus reducing our hero to 
pliable plasticene in bis divine hands. 
Once Mr Brooke was convinced that 
only Sai Baba, with his mellifluous 
voice and bis raspy Ear ha Kitt In* 
tcnalion, could redrem his soul and 
show him the straigM and nan’ow 
path of righteousness, he went all out 
to be the Baba’s beau. It mattered 
little how the other rival Yankees at 
the ashram, led by Gill, felt about 
fal Biooke’s intiusion into the inner 
sartotunis of Sai Baba’s ashram and 
heart. Our hero had already made 
up his mind to accept the Baba as 
his guru—after the stomach predic* 
tion and the vibhuti! And the crafty 
Sai, once be bad convinced his newest 
and presumably the handsomest 
American bhakta with voodoo and 
magic, mellifluous voice and legarde- 
maui that he was the grea est, "the 
only real, spiritual dynamo of India", 
set out stealthily so satisfy his long 
suppressed carnal instincts, if we are 
to pelieve Tai Brooke. For even as 
the magic man told his disdples by 
day bbat life was like an ocean of 
waves and to cross it we have to 
seek a lifeboat in God, 1^ night he 
would grab the occasional sbisnya in 
the darli corridors of his ashrsm and 
pull down his fly. 

For days now the tenderest part 
of Mr Brooke had been fortressed 
"like the wall of China around the 
‘.emple of Solomon" and almost no 
one was allowed into the cockles of 
his battered heait. But the Baba wai 
different. He brcdie down all barriers 
wth his slmide playfhineas and hit 
Krlshnadike (harm. Brooke w«s 
swept off his feet by Baba's love and 
Innocence. 

"With quick bristling movements 
Baba’s sown swept tv me as he 
moun eo the stage on tiny, cfalid- 
slsed feet. He sat on the floor on 
the platform, supporting bimMlf 
with tn ek ended arm. wMh feet 
curled up beneath him...Baba was sn 
immortal flower. Stronger than any¬ 
thing on the continent, he didn’t 
need to come-on-strong, yet could 
probably melt the centre Ae moon 
with one single titanic thought...Baha 
‘God is love. G^ is 
i sverything', cutting to tbs core of 
' everything in utter simplicity. 'God 
is like the sun and man Is oka a 
flower. The sun fhlnes on the flower 
' and the flower grows towards the su^ 
baooroittg beautiful and giving off 
sweet nectar. The nectar la prtma*— 
love--Ood's love. Love la ona. lava is 
God." 
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Having thus caught our hero in 
his magic web of allegory and 
saccharine talk, the Baba decMed to 
accost him alone, during the course 
of a private audience. And despite 
all the previous love tests and bottom- 
pinching games that the guru and 
shishya had played wRh each other, 
Tal Brooke now realised for the first 
time what the Baba's actual inten¬ 
sions were But let me leave it to 
Mr Brooke to describe the incident 
in his own words here 

"We embraced automatically. 
Mis wiry cloud of hair surround¬ 
ing my faro. I wondered what kind 
of deep soul-cleansing was going 
on. Then huge force surged from 
Baba \'o me, almost visibly spark- 
ing .. 

Baba reached out to embrace me 
again, pulling me in strongly, llie 
musing voice pondered Baba’s 
comment, "nvere is no male or 
female’ Tlic embrace ot Radha- 
Krishna, the avatar of the Dwarka 
Yuga and his lover, was the highest 
resolution of two ixilarities. And 
sina> the avatar was trans-sexual, 
his embrace of Arjuna was rough¬ 
ly equivalent, wiih everything but 
the basics taken away... 

Yet 1 couldn’t quite tell who was 
in the male mode more, and who 
was in the female or passive. 1 
always identified my.self as did inct- 
ly and invariably male And there 
was a feminine dimension to Baba, 
whom many devotees also worship¬ 
ped as the divine mother Yet he 
had an exceedingly strong male 
aspect as well. And avatars in¬ 
variably came as male.s. after all. 

Baba’s nudging pelvis stopped- 
Then suddenly a band unzipped 
my fly, with the facile smoothness 
of turning a doorknob, and went 
into my pants, as though it knew 
the kiration of each stitch of ck^ 
and each zipper stub. Then, like 
an adder returning home at dusk, 
the hand burrowed into the mv tb 
of my underpants. . 

Baba’s hips continued to shift 
again as he squeezed a rather 
limp organ, that had about as 
much interest in rising up as it 
desired a bath in liquid helium 
It was frozen out, and not even a 
legion of nude Arab women could 
tbaw it out at tills point in less 
than several days of total solitude. 

Baba's rapid breathing did not 
exactly register lethargy or unex- 
citement. The voice of reason pro¬ 
posed, ‘He’s cooling your heat 
centre, taking on your sins, and 
purimng your lower ciiakra'. How¬ 
ever Rednedc logic also sat on the 
Judldary board, mumUlng subsur¬ 
face before I could censor the 
embarrassing thoughts from leak¬ 
ing out. 

'Man, I sure hope all that smieez- 
Ing it purification because If it 
pln't. Jack—and that's a strange 
way to be purifying it—you've 

e deed the wrong guy. It’d be a 
t easier if youxi lust radiate the 
thing from outside my pants. 
Somalww it lust looks bad the 
way you're dcljtg i:" 

Anyone m hu tenses, instead ot 


debating over, the situation and its 
divine concomitants, would have kick¬ 
ed the Baba bard on the shin and 
run for his life. But our hero is 
made of much stronger stuff. 

Having thus pas^ the initiation 
with flymg colours, so what if the 
rooster refused to rise to the occasion, 
Mr Bnk^e began to slowly gather a 
lot of power jn Sai Baba’s ashram 
and before long became the Baba’s 
very favourite disdple, much to the 
chagrin of the veteran shishyas. 
Brooke was one of those very few 
who were allowed a private audience 
any time he wanted it. He travell¬ 
ed with the Baba from Whitefield to 
all the major dries of India, watched 
niiilicHis come to worship the avatar, 
continued to be awe-struck by' his 
miracles, and sat at his lotus feet, 
almost rubbing his cheek on the 
Baba's thigh, singing bbajans lustily. 

He was abm to alro get an intimate 
glimpse into the down-to-earth busi¬ 
ness sense that this over-sexed god- 
man displayed. He discovered that 
the Baba's material jpower was almost 
as great as his spiritual strength. He 
ran the entire operations at bis at 
hram like a well-organised industry 
The massive cele^ations during 
Guruparav, Shivratrj and other such 
festivals took poor Tal Brooke’s 
breath away. He was overwhelmed 
by Baba’s kive and shackled to his 
charity. He withstood the pe«y 
wranipes and ashram intrigues plott¬ 
ed by Phil and Piem and Mark and 
Wendel and resisted the wrath of 
Raja Reddy, an old hand at the game, 
who vyas jealous of bis intimacy with 
the Sai Baba. But once the dust of 
magic had settled, the hysteria faded 
and the sperms ran dry, Tal Brooke, 
poor devil, was not too sure of his 
devotion. The same man who had 
almost kissed Sai Baba’s feet and 
hailed him lord and master was slow¬ 
ly turning into a selfish namak- 
haram “For a while I received ex¬ 
traordinary attention from Baba, but 
something inside me was slowly 
crumbliag. Occasionally there were 
distractions...A deeper feeling of un¬ 
easiness swept through my soul. I 
knew that I was caiuht in an inner 
war of faith. And what I longed for 
more than ever was some kind of 
spiritual drama to turn my mind’s 
eye from the eye of the hunioane." 

It needed a aeries of secret plan- 
ohette sessions, occult forays, 
mares and gory drpams, and tm help 
of a fellow whlte-akinned yogi Surya 
Dos, and the ever-falthful mlsaiona- 
riat, ^e delightfully old-fashioned 
Carrolla <a Bangalore, to finally drive 
into bis muddled head that the Baba 
waa jmly a paazing phase and Jesus 
was the true guardian of hla soul. 
Overnight the Vedanta of his child¬ 
hood waa forgotten. The Nirvikalpa 
Samedhi faded. And in the twinkl¬ 
ing of an eye Hindu motephysics gave 
way to his eve^ready Christian zeal. 
And the Babe, sadly, like a fading 
Shylock, became synonymous with 
Ssaaa; as Jesus tottit over. 

"Early that morning I reaolvad in 
my heart that I would break through 
to Baba...Mounting within me wai 
that Inner fi'e that stopa at no barri 
er. tiUa time to settle aomatbing once 



ana for all, though 1 was not sure 
how yet. Witlun my heart I felt 
nausea, revulsion, a dMp indigaation 
of the spirit As though the spirit 
that inhabited the bright robed Mdv 
was so putrid, so foul so hturifying 
that if the crowd of disaples could 
for a second see it deou^, they 
would wail in horror, they would 
scream and run in terror Suddenly 
he really reminded me of a diminu 
tive aunt Jemima, a wrangling bitch 
who had lost authority over me and 
Qow had to bluff ‘Rowdie, complete 
spoil Go, got out here ’ I hsKl seen 
this sort ot thing crush people Per 
haps he thought that it would crush 
me but I began to smile inwardl> ” 
Ihe hnal discovery that Baba was 
a closet queen—a hermaphrodite— 
snapped the last links I^atrick, an 
Anglo Indian shisliya with long hair 
and good looks, came for the Baba s 
darshan with a group of Americans 
on a dhamia kick One look at the 
sensual Patrick, and the Baba app 
arently called him m for a private 
interview session After his usual 
matoiialising tricks and telling Patrick 
his innei secrets, the Baba apparent; 
1) attacked his fly and took out 
whatever poor Patrick had to offer, 
little lealising that he was qo Ameri 
ran on a biicf visit but the boy who 
lived down the lane 
Patiick, only seventeen, horny and 
perhaps a httle naive, was curious to 
see the whole thin^ through—and it 
was this liberal cunousity of bis that 
finally exposed this most hidden secret 


of WhitefiekI “Baba lifted his robe 
and inserted the thing That’s right 
Maybe he's got a woman’s organ and 
a man’s organ down there Yeah, a 
hermaphrodite But he honestly in 
sorted it Patndc said it felt just like 
a woman’s Just at the moment be¬ 
fore Patrick was through. Baba pull 
ed him out and collect(>d his semen 
in a little white handkerchief Bab. 
then told him that the whole world 
lay in the palm of his hand, and that 
everything Patrick wanted, he could 
have Fhat Baba was planning a 
special posrtion for him like Raja 
Reddy That Patrick could move in 
and live there and be with Baba to 
spread his mission throughout the 
world Suddenly Patrick didn t give a 
hoot He may have even laughed 
and told Baba that he was from just 
down the road, and that he wasn’t 
w n an American ’’ 

Patrick was apparently not alone 
Other than our hero and Patnek 
theie were many others similarly 
purified’’ by the Baba according to 
this book There was Wtndcl and 
Phil, there was Alpine Schwartz .1 
tall dude with a blue ski cap who 
described how Baba pulled Ins diaw 
ers down during a private inleivuw 
on the preUxit of cle,insing it of its 
"heat’’ Theie was (lordon thi jewif 
ruttei fiom Los Angeli s who ran out 
of a piivate audience screaming and 
paniostrickc n wht n the Baba pulled 
down his fly and ‘ started t^^te 
town’’ ” 

Alter all this it is not surprising 


that our hero kept seeing 666 
time he looked at Ae Baba ai^ 
cd thinking of Satans and a mt- 
Christs eacti time he watched to 
miracle man at work He ata^ w 
quoting the twentyfourth chapter of 
Matthew and thereafter the barrage 
of biblical quotation# oontinnea un¬ 
abated With the hardcore deyotto 
(and naivete) with which this simple* 
minded American had thrown Imn 
self at the Baba’s feet, he does a 
quick double4ake and finds himaelf 
at the feet of his new mcssiah, the 
loid Jesus Christ What surprises 
one IS the incredible speed with which 
he shifts the gears of his faith, from 
Sii bbajans to Rock of Ages m less 
than 4H houis of knowing that be 
was no longer the Baba’s favourite 
stud* 

Alas, again our heio has been had! 
Piom the Taj Mahal hotel to White¬ 
head ashram, Mr Brooke is waylaid 
again and again—at the very foun¬ 
tainhead of Vedantic wisdom It ia 
not .>iirpiising therefore that he 
catches the fiist flight homewards— 
but not before he sold a manuscript 
to Vikas which they later published, 
profited from and paid suable royal¬ 
ties foi Sai Baba will perhaps sur¬ 
vive this book and carry on hia 
ti.ide About Tal Brooke I am not 
so sure 


Sa» Baba, Lord of the Atr by Tal 
Broolu', Vtfcas PuMtshmg House Pvt 
Ltd, New Delhi, m 75 


Some men use 
Palmo ive After Shave 
for the way it feels. 


Other men- 
for what it does 



Feel it brace ur skin with 
d crisp tinglinq freshness 
Palmolive Dt Luxr After ohave 
s spiced witfi an e/r lusive 
new fragrance For a br Id 
masculine apt eal tl at s hard to 
resist And t vr n I arder to forget 


Palmolive De-Luxe After Shave Lotion -Cool refreshing excitingly differenti 
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NEWS 


The censorship game 


Calcutta TV is its new playground 



O N Auciut 31, DooixUirshaa Kea 
dra, Calcutta, telecaat then r«s 
gular half-hour programme in Ben 
gall, DnabMcoo (Viewpoint), at 810 
pm The participants Mr Sankar 
Ghosh (Jt Lditor, Amnta Bazar Fa 
tnka) ami Mr Banm Sengupta (Poll 
tical Correspondent, Anando Bazar 
Petnho) Moderator Mr Sudhangsu 
Dasgupta (law professor, Calcutta 
University) Subject Mid term polls 
Unfortunately this half hour pro 
ramme never completed its naif 
our Towards the end of the dts 
cussiun balfwa> through Mr Ghosh’s 
subtnissions, snip went the TV sa$ 
sors — and with it, a major chunk 
of Mr Bsrun Senguma’s views, which 
followed as well question bud 

related to the possiblg results in the 
new Lok Sabha and to the possibi 
lity of Inflation being made an issue 
in the forthcoming elections Mi 
Ghosh had felt that the minorities’ 
vote may go In favoui of Mrs Gan 
dht and against Charan Singh Mr 
Sengupta s views had been that Mrs 
Gandhi was likely to win, with 
Charan Singh coming in second only 
and that daemte Left support He 
felt that Mrs Gandhi would gain 
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absolute majoiitv unkss Jagjivan 
Ram snatched away Haiijan votes 
from her He added that CPl(M) 
would do well in West Bengal All 
this wav deleted Instead, confused 
viewers weie fed with stills from 
loveK nature foi some six minutes, 
before TV wint on to a music pro¬ 
gramme No regrets ‘owing to un 
avoidable uicumstances”, no apolo 
giev no explanations no nothing 
TV maintained that ' what had 
been recorded had been shown ’ and 
thev bad ‘nothing more to saj" The 
next day however Miss Mira 
Moioomdar, Dirertor Doordarshan 
Kmdia Calcutta, stated that she bad 
an objection to Baiunbabu’s views 
and felt that if they were tclecass 
the) could create unhappy political 
icactions from certain political 
Fartits Adding that she had obtain 
cd the permission ol Barunbabu 
pilot to the cuts she sam that the 
cuts were of four minutes only Un 
foitunately they did not have the 
time to cut at tbo time ot rccoiding 
or befotr telecasting so {t had to be 
dune while it was being telecast-~but 
aftci considerable doUbcration 
Ihe participants, it has been veri 


licl had met before the recording, at 
the TV centre and had discussed the 
outline of the entire programme in 
the presence of Mr Oebangsu Bando 
padhyay the pioducer ot the pro- 
giamme It has also been verihed 
hum the three partiapants that they 
were only asked to avoid abusive ic- 
ti rences to any person or institution, 
a normal TV norm otherwise, there 
wire no objections fhe qustiotti to 
be asked and thetr serud order were 
also set out prevumslu — and the 
piogrorimc had preceded exactly 
according to the preset format, and 
was recorded between 4 30 pm and 
5 00 pm the same day as the tele 
cast 

Mr Sengupta states m bis letter lu 
Ananda Bazar Palnka (September bi 
that as far as he knows Miss 
Mozoomdar was a witness to the 
cniiic recording (wheic retakes are 
urdend whcncvti necessary) and she 
also spoke to the partiapants tor a 
couple ol minutes alter thi recording 
— but no apprehensions were raised 
At 74i pm, however Mr Sengupta 
ipciived a call at his office fiom Mr 
Bandupadhyay telling bun that his 
I ok rentes regaiding Mrs Gandhi 
violatid rv noims ^nd could we 
cut that portion please ' Mi Sen 
gupta replied that he would prefer 
that the whole thing be telecast, but 
could not piessunrc them it thtie 
were any pioblcins with TV norms 
He therefore permitted the offending 
line to bi di Ictcd Did they take 
my permission to cut my entire 
answer to the last question (which, 
according to him constituted nearly 
oO pci cent of his entiie discussion 
in the programme)’” asks Mr Sen 
gupta 

Both Mr Sengupta and Mr Ghosh 
hold that all depended on the ques 
tion asked—and this had been preut 
vtausly set out ‘The answers were 
only to be expected and they 
couldn't have been anything but 
that,” said Mr Ghosh ‘‘It was obvi 
ously an afterthought,’ said Mr Das 
gupta the questioner and clarified 
that questions were asked according 
to previous discussion Sankarbabu 
anef I spoke on similar lines on TV 
in 1977 too says Mr Sengupta, ‘and 
wc had pix'dictcd that CPRM) would 
win the Vidhan Sabha elections No 
one objected to that, and that pro 
gramme was not cut m the middle 
Ml Sengupta feels that if certain 
people aie invited and asked for 
their opinions they have to be honest 
about it — and censoring these opi 
nions in the manner done can create 
problems Mr Ghosh commented 
No special directives were given to 
us and in my earlier programmes, 
loo I have been told that there are 
no lestrictions except the usual TV 
norms” Asked whether his permis* 
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$(on had been sought, he denied It, 
saying that they rang bhn up only 
to apologize the next day though 
“Barun had rung me and told me 
about It" (both of them had not 
actually seen the programme). “See¬ 
king permission hmore cutting H, is 
perhaps a question of propriety, not 
legality,” he added “They have the 
right to cut, they have their limita¬ 
tions: but as a journalist, I feel they 
should not invite people like us In 
such cases." 

The moderator, Mr Dasgupta. too, 
was informed only three days later 
(Sept. 3) and admits that he has 
never seen a programme coming “to 
sudi an abrupt end” before. “Tbeu* 
stress to play down controversy is 
not unusual, and generally, the pro¬ 
gramme Is not interfered with. 1 
remember having spoken about un¬ 
employment on TV to 75, and the 
points were not in support td the 
(kivrinmcnt. but nothing was cut”. 


Mr Dasgupu who has been abroad 
many times on sponsored study 
tours, on town planning and legal 
institutions, feels that it is bis “per¬ 
sonal belief based on what I have 
>e.cn in European countries that the 
best way for the media to remain 
above politics is to give fullest ex¬ 
pression to all politick views—^there, 
the Government is lambasted. I sup¬ 
pose things arc not the same here. 
It will take our media a long time 
to adopt European standards.” Pra- 
sar Bbarati Bill and all that. What 
is clear is that Miss Moaoomdar cen¬ 
sored the views of the participants— 
on whase instructions is not clear. 
Certainly, no directive could have 
come from Delhi, as the programme 
was recorded m the afternoon of the 
day it was broadcast, so perhaps 
someone at the State level had got 
upset 

ANIL GROVER. Calcutta 


Convention stripped 
bare 


Some liked it, some didn't 

E ight students of Delhi Univer¬ 
sity’s prestigious St. Ste^ien’s 
College were arrested outside the 
Miranda House gate on September 
5, 1979 The charges were unlawful 
assembly and pubhc obscenity Some 
ilaim It was a touch of midnight 
madoess, some say it was the soar¬ 
ing tempiTature during the day and 
some say that n was dome in utter 
playfulness So be it, but tbe eight 
students anested under SecUon 147 
and 294 ot the Indian Penal Code 
if convicted, cannot ever apply for 
any post in the Central Services 
Siiiie St Stephen’s College is repu¬ 
ted to produce 40 students annually 
who qualify for the Central Services, 


even eight seems a ennsideraUe 
number. 

As there was not a single news¬ 
paper repmer present at the tints 
of the incident, all eyewitness ac¬ 
counts have come from spectators. 
Tbe /ndion Exprm report about 
‘catching tbe St Stephen’s boys vrith 
their pants down’ seems a tattle far 
fetched, as even S M. fihaskara. 
Station House Officer, Roshiannra 
Pobce Station admitt^ : “There 
was only one boy when we arrived, 
who was uncloth^, but that too, we 
only saw the silhouette. ” Accord¬ 
ing to one of the St Stephen’s fresh¬ 
ers who participated in the midnight 
spectacle, 12 final year studqnts 
dragged these freshers to the nack 
gate of Igiranda House, “whidi was 
a traditional nte. or so we were 



told”. The stiideots then began to 
sing the customary St Steven’s 
“bladcsmith song” ud dance, nere 
was also a fair exchange of ghanls 
over the barbed wire. *Ehe Miranda 
House girls were an enthusiastic 
audience and in a sudden fit of bra¬ 
vado, one of the boys apparently be¬ 
gan to strip. In strong contrast, the 
hostelites in tbe I^ Ghnduate 
Women’s Hostel were horrified and 
began to scream and plead with their 
vrarden, Mrs S Sanwal, to put an 
to the striptease. 

'Mrs Sanwal telephoned Dr A. S. 
Kukla, the Dean of Student Welfare, 
and informed him of the gc^gson 
outside her hostel Since tiiis hap 
pened to be on Chhatra Boad, wbira 
IS a public road and does not come 
under tbe Delhi University, Kukla 
consulted Acting Vice-Chancellor Or 
R. C. Mehiotra if they could all the 
police to intervene If it had been 
within the campus area, Kukla add¬ 
ed, he would have expelled them 
immediately. When the jpolia airiv 
ed, the boys ran off in different direc¬ 
tions. Only eight pf the 60 whe 
were present were arrested. Dr 
Kukla adamantly maintained : “It 
is beyimd doubt tiiat these students 
were indulging in something immo¬ 
ral, unetbic^ and ohsane. As Uni¬ 
versity offiaals it is our duty to 
mail ain peace in tbe ampu& *niu 
is ju t a demonstrative action to 
ward off future iucideiits of the 
same nature." He added quickly . 
“I wish we could take stronger 
act!' I, so no student would ever 
dart 'jef >ve like this. CHie of the 
students arrested even had the auda 
to threaten the Statiim Officer, 
as lUs father is a Commissiooer. All 
these childrmi M high officials think 
the> can get away with anything.” 

W' ‘u reminded that tbe Miranda 
House girls did not seem to express 
any disapproval, but were on the 
contrary displaying obvious apprecia¬ 
tion, Kukla said they had toM the 
Principal of Miranda House to carry 
out an internal enquiry “as the hos¬ 
telites had misbehaved as much as 
the St Stephen’s boys”. ’The girls 
had gone so far as to taunt tbe 
poUa by shouting ' “Polia muida- 
bad, Polia hai, bai!” when they 
beg. n to arrest the boys. After the 
boys were taken to the Roshianara 
Police Station, they wen* bailed out 
by the Vioe-Prinapal, J. H. Hala, or 
« surety of Rs 2,000 and person 
bmids per student. Curiously, Mi 
Bhaskara disavered this his bras 
nameplate was missing and had 
obviously been stolen by the boys 
sina they were the only ones in the 
polia station that night. Whmi be 
spread the word, that he would 
tsarge tiie students with theft un¬ 
less tbe plate was returned, it was 
safely deposited badk at the polia 
sution tbe very next day. 

Tbe polke admitted that sma 
they do not have any evidena tiiett 
ca.ve relies heavily on witnesses, but 
they hoped to put up the case in 
court in a few days Acarding to 
one of the freshers who was a parti¬ 
cipant none of the students were 

m/iu j*, 




newspager reports were “wildly ex* 
aggerated” he claimed The fresh 
ers were appealing to their Pnnci 
pal, W S Rajpal, that since they 
were being ragged they could not 
be held responsible for the incident 
Dr Kukla asserted “Even ragging 
has certain ethics I have been re 
ceiving these dirty stones for so 
many years but have never been 
able to catch them Maybe, I am 
old fashioned In UK or America, it 
students walk around semi-clothed. 
It IS not considered unusual by their 
wardens It is a part of their cul 
ture, but here it is shocking” 

Mr Ra;|pal, who is himself very 
British in his mannerisms said 
diplomatically “This is a family 
affair 1 do not want to cntiase or 
support my boys in public Vou are 
free, however, to gather whatever 
information you want from the boys 
themselves" Aocprdmg to one of 
the freshers, 12 of the haal year stu 
dents have already been suspended 
until further notice And another 
student claimed, the Prinapal had 
also demanded a complete list of 
all the boys who were present wain 
ing that more severe punishment 
would be meted out otherwise 
Meanwhile the rest of the univer 
sity students were occupied with the 
more serious matter of DUSU (l>lhi 
University Students Union) elec 
tions in which 50000 students would 
cast their votes On the whole, the 
papers declared the voting extremely 
peaceful No unseemly inaden 


M OHUN Bagan haven I had it so 
good m years Stalling out as a 
probable also-ran, the idub swept all 
opposition aside to win tlie Calcutta 
Senior Division League and then the 
prestigious IFA (Indian football 
Association) Shield to mark its se 
cond successive “double" in Calcutta 
And this with a team, the only virtue 


seems to have occurred in the uni 
vcisity for the past six years In 
1973, however, the then joint secre¬ 
tary of DUSU, Pnthpal Singh was 
arrested and convicteo for lapme a 
student There was the Kuldip 
Narang case too in which a few peo 
pic carrying an airgun would terrify 
iris returning to their hostel after 
ark Fhc pohee traced the car as 
belonging to the well known indiis 
tnalLst Kuldip Narang but could not 
identify the people driving the vcbl 
cle There was loud discussion 
in Parliament on the matter, as M” 
Narang is leportcd to be cxtremrlj 
close to Mr Sanja> Gandhi The 
inadint was hushed up after Mrs 
Narang came and apoiogisiMl to the 
Dean on behalf oi her husband 
The students altitude on the 
whole seemed to be of total appioval 
— a Stephenian mumbled ‘It was 
a social affair No bitchiness invol 
ved you know The guls loved it 
A Miranda hostelite candidly stated 
Why arc they laising such a hue 
and ery over the St Stephens boys'* 
It was all done in a pliyful niannir 
and U was pan of the tagging that 
they have had in their college for 
y ars What if they did strip ' she 
quipped “1 am not saying they did 
but even so, it didnt quite take away 
oue virginity It cxiuldn t possibly 
hurt us in any way To arrest them 
for such a minor inadent seems 
absurd” she added 

MANDIRA PURIE New Delhi 


of which was a Mit of playcis who 
bad taken the field togcthci for about 
three years When the league stalled 
in May, the enUie focus was on Last 
Bengal The club had recruited six 
outstation playeis in one yeai—some 
thing unheard of since the early lit 
ties The reputation oi each playti 
'vas such that it was a piobicin to 


choose the first eleven Most conspi¬ 
cuous was the foiward line where 
mne players wue vying with each 
otbei for the four ^rths available. 
UiUmatelv, the sheer fun t ol iium 
bers proved to be the banc ot the 
club forces within the club were 
divided on what the final tompusiUun 
of the team should be Ihis was com 
plicated fuithci by the cnfoiccd ab 
scnce of llaijindci Siugh du to an 
inlurv Aud finally, cuntuaoii was 
''oiife'undi d by tiie failure of some of 
the key plivcis to click to foiiii 
Ihcio was also an eknient >t bad 
lack Ihi Uaguc issue roiild have 
been decided in Last Bengal s iavoui 
on lb day they met Mobuii Uagan 
But a tale oi missed chances forced 
a diaw Aitei Mohun Bagan had won 
their iiiateh against Mohammedan 
Spurting I ast lii iigal again ilounde 
red on the loek of mai ksnianship 
failing to scuic against the lattci 
side Despite wiiiinng ill then olhci 
matches List Bengal bad to be con 
tent with the second position in IIk' 
league Their suppoiteis swallowed 
this disappointment in the liopt that 
the IIA Shield would bung th^m 
joy I his hope soaiid to greater 
heights when fast Bengal heat a 
tough South Koiean outfit in the tic 
breaker of the ii se mi final match 
Conversely Mohun Bag in who were 
fortunate in winning the league, bad 
an easy passage to the IIA Shield 
final They ciitounteicd Kalighat in 
tbeir fust match and Uien made short 
work of Mohammedan Spoiling with 
a display of speed and tbiust that 
left the bluek and white shuts of the 
Mohammedan Sporting ,landing The 
21 result was not a liue index ot 
Mohun Bag in s supiiioiity 
But belter things wete to iollow 
for then fans The final on Septein 
be r 16, 1979 was expeelt d to be' a 
tpugh fight foi supremacy Instead 
spectators saw the unfamihai specla 
cle of fast Bengal liitnbling and 
sweating from the start and Mohun 
Bagan attacking m tieiiiendous wa 
ves If Mohun Bagan had sueeeedtel 
in converting the sitters they iceii 
ved the result would have been 
closet to SIX ralhci than I Ik, tone goal 
victory that they ultimately achieved 
Such comple le domiiianex has se Idom 
been se<'n on the Calcutta maidan 
And so one mure season has 
come to an e nd in Calcutta a season 
which has sc'c n the e me rge ncc of 
very few ne w ‘star s* but has eei tainly 
ixinsolidatcd the belief that iootball 
today IS big busine ss—with the thre'* 
leading clubs reportedly investing 
nearly Rs 30 lakhs for pi lye r recruit 
menl alone It is already cLai that 
the ".nniit of players will be step 
pod u) m xt ye ai with Mohun Bag in 
Tast Bengal and Molnmmi dan Spoi 
ting ste ppnn up tie II diive tor re 
rruiting new tali nt While all this 
will undoubtedly lesult lo good foot 
ball one wonders how good it will be 
for Calcutta soeeer eonsiriciing that 
several taknted yoiiiii plivers of 
Bengal will thqs be de pnvi d of an 
opportunity to pliv for the ‘Big 
Three’ 



Mohun Bagan supreme 

The champion$ have reached their goal 


ARIJirSEN Calcutta 




V INOD &UANNA is 
another star to be 
“grounded” tem^arily, 
following an acadent on the 
sets of Qurban*. One hears 
that in a scene whidi 
required Vinod to avoid a 
blow, he wasn't fast enough, 
and he got it squarely on 
the nose... The impact 
hurt, perhaps cracked the 
tMTidgC'-bone of his nose and 
blood gushed through. He 
tried to snifiFle the blood 
back and the blood ran to 
his eye, causing it to swell 
and redden! Naturally, 
with such on injury, he 
couldn't shoot fur some 
tune! And to add insult to 


injury, some people even 
joked about this incident 
while Vinod was in pain. 


A nd the third star to fall 
ill besides Vinod and 
Amitabh is Parvevn Babi. 
Hope the epidemic of 
jaundice, which had caught 
on last year will not spread 
this time, but Ms Dabi is 
down with ik With just 
books to keep her company 
and the strict diet she has to 
follow, she might come out 
looking like a beanpole. 

, And I know this is going 
to annoy her — if there is 
one thing she bate.s, it is 
to be told that she is 
looking very thin! She 
feels that looking thin 
might scare off her 
producers. 

A t last Hema Malini has 
succumbed to pre.ssures 
from the South and decided 
to do a film for a South 
Indian producer. She feels 
that she has neglected the 
people from her state for 
too long and suddenly 
realised how they need 
her. How is it that she 
found no time tor them 
before ? Except for a 
Stray South Indian producer 
like Nugi Rrddi she would 
not condescend to work 
lor any other producer 
from down South. Either 
the exit ot her secretary 
tas she would like everyone 
to believe) or the declining 
number of offers from 
Bombay has forced her to 
decide on a new policy. 
Heres wishing Hema and 
jber new producers a lot of 
|(uck ! 

flT LOOKS as though 
jl illness among actur.s and 
^actresses in Bombay is 
‘Moiiig to bring tbe industry 
lu a .staodstiir A long 
Ihootiug schedule for the 
tilin Shakti had to be 
4 ,; 



cancelled because Amitabh 
Bachchan was down with 
high fever and bronchitis. 

It was, of course, no fault 
of his. But the other 
important stars involved 
with the film were faced 
with the prospect of having 
to spend some days without 
work. Meanwhile some 
people are busy blaming 
the superstar for the 
cancellation of the screening 
of one of his earlier films 
Benaam, which was a flop, 
on TV. Once again, he 
had nothing to do with it 
It was the work of a 
particular distributor, who 
was planning the re-run of 
the fihn and therefore did 
not want it to be shown on 


T here is this very 
interesting story about a 
men's tailoring shop in a 
Bombay suburb which 
started business due largely 
to the patronage of Kkan 
Humor. Young Kiran 
Kumar introduced his 
friends to this shop which 
tailored garments well and 
at a very low cost. But 
now things have changed 
— due to the patronage 
of the big stars who flock 
to this shop. But as the 
saying goes, once you 
reach the lop of the ladder, 
you have no time to look 
down. And so it is with 
this tailor. Recently, when 
he was asked about Kiran's 
whereabouts these days, he 
turned back and asked who 
Kiran was. When supplied 
with the relevant informa¬ 
tion, he said that Kiran 
was now firmly entrenched 
in Ahmedabad, making 
Gujarati films and doing 
rather well generally. It 
seems that be has Mallika 
Sorabhat keeping him com¬ 
pany there and making his 
stay more enjoyable. The 
two share common experi¬ 
ences : an uneventful career 
in films and broken affairs 
But they are too proud to 
say that things have not 
turned out the way they had 
expected. 

N OW that Shatruabaa 
Smha has been a great 
suco'ss in Kola Patthar. 
his opinion of himself is 
bound to escalate even 
further. But Kola Pathar 
has proved one thing — 
Shatru is better as a 
supporting actor than a 
hero. Given good dialogues 
and a relatively short role, 
hp can pack a lot into his 
acting and be a success. ■ 
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J AYABHARAmVt love 
for Softtor miMt be 
senuinok Bom is a CbrisGlan 
family, she didn't have any 
qualms about living with 
Harry Potben, a married 
Christian filmmaker. But 
following her dvil marriage 
to Sattar, she decided to 
change her religion. Now, 
she's to be called Nazira, 
after her conversion to 
' Islam, hut she’ll retain her 
screen name. 

Sattar, in the meanwhile 
)s waiting for a lug hit. 

He had a lot oi hope mnned 
on Aeid Light (Anjaalba 
Tbeerangal in Malayalam), 
directed by Krishna Nair. 
But the film, despite the 
presence of Vidhubala, Reena 
and Ambica, didn’t do all 
that well- 

M any dramatic incidents 
have taken place in 
singer Yesudos' life; And he 
intends to pn^uoe and 
direct a film in whidi he 
will incorporate some of 
them. Besides, he has also 
decided to act in the film 
and compose its music. Born 
m an orthodox Christian 
family, he was influenced bv 
the Swami Ayyapa cult and 
drawn towards the Gnruva- 
yoor temple. But gaining 
an entry into the temple 
wasn’t an easy affair (m 
fact some people sought the 
court's intervention) and 
Yesudas had to virtually 
sing his way in. Recently, 
the Church refused to 
baptise his son because they 
considered him to be an 
Infidel. Yesudas, of course, 
wasn’t too keen on having 
his son baptised, but he 
decided to do so to respect 
the sentiments of his wife 
Now consider bis career 
in Bombay; though his 
songs for Chit Chor were 
hits, he got a Ng boost 
only when he was commis¬ 
sioned to sing for Amitabh 
Bachchan in Aalap and 
Rajesh Khanna in 
Majnoon. But now he has to 
be content with a few 
assignments with the 
Rajshri outfit. Yesudas is by 
.10 means handsome but be 
has a tremendous persona¬ 
lity—with his luxuriant 
beard he looks like one of 
those prophets in a biblical 
saga. A couple of months 
ago, Yesudas appeared as 
himself in a Malayalam 
film Kodor Maadapam: 

.this must’ve given him the 
idea to star in a film. 

S MPBIYA has launched 
her second home- 
production. Nakshatram. the 


Tamil remak • oi the Telugu 
hit Stvakanjmt, n'volving 
around the lile oi an 
artist!'. This is to Ix' 
directed by Iiasari Narayuna 
Rao, director of the I'clugu 
version. And she has 
brought in Sivaji Ganesaii 
and Kamalaha>an. of 
course in "gucsl role.s" And 
with the clear understanding 
that they’ll direct their 
own scenes. Sivaji just 
cuudn't say “no" to her as 
she was featured in .Sivaji’'- 
own hit Imhoolam and 
Kamalahasan has been 
seen with her in mans hit 
films. 


A FAUNA isn’t exactly 

an attractive fc-male. ' 
but she’s becoming innea 
singly popular with produ¬ 
cers who believe that 
Jayamalini, Y Vijaya, 

Halam and otbeis look a I 
bit stale. Aparna, howi'ver, is | 
shopping for serious roles, 1 
and she has done ratlu-r 
well in Oru Vtdu Kathui, 

Oru Ihudar Kalhat, a new 
film bv M. A Kaja Bui 
even in this film she plays 
an adulti'ress, who goes to 
bed with her husband’s 
friend.. But unlike in other 
hims, adultery here is 
rewarded. 


R ADHA SALVJA isn’t 
really hurt over the . 
miserable failure of Negla 
iSMtalil OrathUe (Tamil), 
in which she played the 
luckless lover opposite Sri 
Lanka’s matinee idol Kamini 
Fonseca After all, Sripriya 
was tl^ heroine, and 
Kamini may be the celluloid 
god in Sri Lanka, but he 
looked and acted like a 
moron in his first ever 
Tamil film Now, Radha 
Saluja is hoping that Tiger 
will be a big hit. Her hero 
is N. T. Rama Rao, an 
ageing, fat man. After all, 
didn’t she chek in tbp two 
films she acted opposite 
MGR. 

D id you really think MGR 
would quit acting 7 
In a recently released short 
fihn made the Tamil 
Nadu Government on the 
dnema ball tragedy in 
TuUt'orin, where more than 
100 people lost their lives In 
a sudden fire the 
focus is on MGR through¬ 
out, MGR wiping a 
tear or two, MGR hugging 
members oi a bereaved 
family, MGR wiping bis 
own ey(», etc and the 
commentary is nothing be 
tter than the dialogue in 
MGR’s films. Must say, for 
once, MGR was a bit 
restrained... 

J UST because' Rathi Agni- 
holn has such a small 
I ole in Bharatiraja's latest 
film, Nuam Maratha 
Fookal .some gossip colum- 
HLsts believe that she has 
bad a big fight with her 
director and was taught a 
lesson by triniming bc'r rule 
But, in fad, Rathi’s role i.s i 
untoucbc'd, apd it’.s just I 
natural that Radhika, also 
introduced by the same 
director, was given a more | 
prominent role in Niram | 
Maratha Foohal. But you , 
can’t blame the audience tor 
getting disappointed with ‘ 
the film, and with Hathi. 

It's not very often that ; 
Tamil films feature artress , 
with Aiyao feaurcs with 
the re.suli that fan- 
complexioni'd Buthi became 
the rage soon after the 
release of her maiden film 
Fudiya Varpugal. But she- 
needn’t be disappointed with ' 
the limited success of this 
film: She has two dozen , 
assignments in hand and 
now she’s being featured in j 
K annada films tor> 
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The 
fallout 
of Oct 2 


ByMJ.Akbar 


F oil IK IANS n(‘v<(r ctMM* 1i> 

piiiliculiiilv with th<ii 

StUpidltH'S It S<>< IDS <bdt till tiu 

(hill 111.1111 iiminidii loi powii 

an iliiiiii; thill last tii luiiiiiirt sui 
iiilo In Mis Cniiiilhis (iiiii|), S.iiij.i> 
(ijmihi s ia.st mill dsiiiK (oi shoulil 
till' wind la oinnipiisint ') iiiIIuciki' 
in till sili'ntioii ul ii'itiuiial hath is 
•mil piustKctivi laniliilHti's is bi'iom 
init till must siiiuus diawbatk tii 
Mis (i<iiiilhis iitiiin tu puwi i In 
tin luiidta lamp thi piimuimitmi'iiLs 
ul iLilasiihi b III III as jiiil his K'sS 
luliiaguis ail' hi'lpiiii: to lunliim tbi 
wins! suspicions ul Ihi >ani>i elo 
mi iiUi in out iimnti} (Imuiiik tliiisi 
III I out SI' wliii ri'iusf til si'i) And 
m ilu* LiiL Dal Mi Raj Naiains loud 
and vxaKgt'iati'd displays ul his 
niiinv pi I siinahtii s aii :>tieiij'thiniUK 
till' ii'&i'ntiiii'ni that many pi'ople ti'i I 
against his Paity Ai<> thi politiuaiis 
in iiimpiiiticin tu hi Ip caih lAbi'i '' 
Ml K.ij Naidin did enuugh tu help 
othi'is with his mi'dninKh'ss dtania 
on Uitubii i in tiimt oi (landhiji s 
sam<idhi And 4 hi ii i ospunsibiiity ul 
his iiniaiks, oil (>o\ 11 ninont media 
on tbi ilati 111 eli'i lions a. iiaihing 
staiidaixLs yvhiih even Mi K.ij Naiam 
III his gliiiiuus i.iit‘1'1 has not 
iiaihid Oi I'uuist Mi Raj Naiani 
dues not always talk noiiseose, ti is 
just that when he dues, he has no 
paraltil Later dining the day on 

Oituhii i I'lmii Ministi'i Chat an 
Singh niadt it ileai that he had no 
mleiitioii lit tukiatiiig tiiolishiievs 
■tut I'seii when it eman.iti'd liuiii tin 
mouth ot his must loyal smanl Rut 
the biggii question is is Mi Chaian 
Smgli uc anyone elsi toi that mat 
ted, lapable ul biidling Mr Raj 
Naiaiii ' 

At the I'onyentiuii whnh fuiii'alty 
sayy thi iieation ot the talk Dal on 
Stpliiitlx'i td day on wbiih Mr 
44 


It ij Naidin made a veiy sober and 
It sponsible speeth), Mr Char an Singh 
VIIV spec itii ally asked Raj Narain 
to do two things in the iiiteiests of 
till Party Inst try and contiol his 
tongui, second, give up bis idea of 
washing (.andhiji's samadiu with 
gaiipa jdl Ihi advice clearly had no 
iinpait on Mi Rai Narain and the 
PM h<id to loiiih his roqui vt in much 
tiongii tiinis at the pubhc iuncs 
tion to launih the peasant oiiented 
niwsp.ipiis (Rial India and Asli 
Itliaiat in 1 nglish and Hindi) on 
Oitubii pubhiatums whuh will be 
uiiiti I till (oiitiol ul peasants, not big 
mdiistiuilists Ilu nihciint tensions 
iMtwi'iii thi PM and Raj Narain 
will visibh uii the stage, paiticularly 
whin Hu PM luitly tuld Raj Narain 
Dun t argui 

Jhiii wen pic'dirtabU reactions 
to Ml It IJ Naraiiis peitorniance Mt 
Suiindij Mohan the Janata’s chief 
spokesman, wondcied whether this 
was the India ul cvciyones di earns 
I his may not bi' the India ul any 
one s dreams, but it will s'till be 41 
idi bi'ttir India than one dominated 
by the RSS Indeed, the tcasions 
withni till lanata though less \ul 
gar, die lai nioie siiious 

It IS lathii riduulous, tu begin 
with to liiid the Janata Party dilin 
ding tl'i saiutitv of (landhiji's sama 
dbt when the man who assassinati'd 
ilu' Mahatma Nathmani (lodse is 
bi'ing publiilv extolled by a Janata 
MIJ^, Dmaiiath Pandav with cues ot 
(ipdsx Zindabad ' I he silence of 
the lanata leadership on this issue 
IS IISidling Is this the stage that 
wi hail iiaihi'd that a hooligan who 
shouts in piaisi ot the Miihatma s 
a.s,is.sm can get protccUon, a.ssist 
ante, and bi' quietly absolved by the 
lespuiLsible leadeiship ot a national 
Parly — a Paity which concurrent 


ly, has the audaaty to call itselt 
Gandhian^ Could there be a worse 
insult to the Mahatma? 

There were other problems for both 
the Janata and the Lok Dal — main 
ly the rumours that top leaders of 
then Parties were searching fur ways 
to "honourably” join the Congress(I) 
With the Janata the piublim was 
worse, because the lumoiirs smroun 
ded none other than the m,in tho 
had nominated as their Piinic Minis 
tor should the Parly win the clic 
lions, Ml Jagjudu Ram himself 
I mally, on Octobii I, fiabuji told bis 
Party categorically that he would not 
join Mrs Gandhi On tho othri sidr, 
it was H N Bahuguna who was said 
to be negotiating a deal Dunpg the 
last week of Septcnibii, Bahuguna 
had the pleasing eptiicnii o' being 
wooed by everyone Raj Narain 
Devaraj Urs, and Sheikh Abdull ih 
(on belialt of Mrs Oandhi) 

Rdj Narain could become a loally 
explosive issue in tho coming wi i ks, 
proving a sorious ombarrassmi nt to 
the (^vornment and the vaiious 
partners in the alliance with bis pte 
postcious outspokenness I ho Chau 
dhury may have to snub him even 
further, perhaps going to the extent 







at taking away bis job ui ‘woiking 
piosidcnt” of th< I.ok Dal Ibc ic 
p<<i(uvsii>ns cannot but bi damaging 
tu thi Lok Dal, as Raj Naiain docs 
hill I stiong niHwork at disciples a 
(adic loyal puiily to him Cliaran 
Singh mills Raj Naiain’s active help 
111 will paiiKiilaiiv in UP fhe Lok 
Dal may havi a solid peitenlagi of 
loti but what It surely lacks is any 
ngamsation to help deliver the votes 
But li Ml Rai Ndiain is I'oing to 
liitlii away l)>& encigv and time 
making .Htalks at imaginaiy wind 
nulls it he is going tu go about 
Staithing for headlines of tin kind 
hi nncived in late September and 
caily Oituber, he can’t bi of much 
help to his eauH, One h.is only to 
iiintiast the lok Dal position in 
Bihar to its position m Uttar Pradesh 
Whili thi Bihai Paity is eiieigised 
while even the Bihar (nnpiess si*eins 
vibiant and entbusiasUc thi londi 
tioii ol thi allies in UP is tar less 
niiilidi nl altliough thev have the 
santi istint ut support bv and large 
Hm iliflirinii IS that Karpouii Tha 
kiir IS a mastei at thi game of 
ihitioni I ring, while thi uptialois 
who I, in swing things jioiinil in UP 
on bi half of the I ok Dal and its 
illns dll still hghling internal 
battles Both thi lan.ita and Mis 
(idiidhi have dom more campaigning 
m till homeland of ( haudhiiiy f h<i 
ran Singh, Baj Naiain and H N 
nahiigun<i 
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H ow will the Congress face up to 
the challenge posed by the Cong 
ress(l) in the coming elections' Ihis 
was perhaps uppermost in the minds 
of ell who had been following the 
recent decline in the fortunes ot the 
first political Party of the country—as 
it met in Bangalore on Septemlv'i 12 
13—be they oidmary citizens jouin. 
lists AlCC members delegates oi 
^ven "invitees’ (■’•' the identity bad 
ges on many proud chests endeaiim, 
ly proclaimed) The huge bannti 
behind the lostium read "Pre split 
session of the ACC Othei banners 
around the Glass House proclaimed 
in stilted prose definitely not wiitten 
by an adman ‘Get united to letam 
democracy" and ‘Save the uati(<.i 
from anarchy And whem after a 
tuneless rendering of Bandc Mataram 
a terribly slack jawed speech by 
Sardar Swaran Singh gieeted the as 
aembled Congressmen who fiikd but 
two thirds of the regulation mattress 
and bolster covered floor, spints 
began to sag Could this assembligc 
fight a resurgent Congres»(l) riding 
the crest of a new Indira wave^ 

But a glimmer of hope appeared 
soon Mr DevaraJ Urs the Kami 
taka Chief Minister host of the ses 
Sion, took tbs floor and straightawas 
launched a broadside against Mrs 
Gandhi Here was somebody who 
could at least muster enough decibels 
and deliyer them with sufficient 
vigour to give notice of combat 
equal or otherwise He wasn’t going 
to fight shy of what bad been uppei 
most in his mmd for the last few 
months If it rankled then it was 
better that it were out After a few 
paragraphs of the mandatory pie 
amble on the state of the nation 
etc, be came straight to the point 
How Mrs Gandhi had treated him 
"It is an irony of fate that the sincere 
efforts that I made towards the Con 
gress unity sbonld have culminated 
m my own expulsion from the Con 
iressll), ano a person who risked 
ayomhlng tor the sake of Mrs Indira 
Oanohi so soon got this raweid It 


is much more ironical that some peo 
pie who totally shunned M's Gandhi 
after her defeat and fur whom hci 
veiY name had become an anathcmi 
arc now on a rat race to hti tini|) 
He then described the Janata plainly 
as an “anti-emcrgcncy and anti 
Indira, Sanjav polarisation ’ And 
following It up with a shicwd bit o1 
electioneering h« said tint tin ohl 
Congress pluialisin thit tiied to in 
elude both the nth and the pooi had 
been given up and now “we shall 
stand by the poor and the downliod 
den the mmontus the scheduled 
castes the scheduled tribes and baeJe 
ward classes in pit titular’’ 

The speech was punctuated by 
frequent rounds ot applause The 
mood of the gathering was apparent 
As the newspapti headlinrs in the 
last couple of days had anticipabd 
they were going to give themselves 
a new leader Ihe cue was the an 
nouncement by thi ntuming officer 
Mr Muhammad Shafi Qurcshi a 
liHIc latei that “Stiri Dcvarii l^rs’ 
had been "unanimously eieeted ’ the 
new president of the Party and there 
was a standing ovation He invited 
he opted he conqucied 
Towards the end of the session the 
next day Mr Urs was to give greaP r 
evidence of the fight that was in him 
In his concluding lemarks he said 
that Mrs Gandlii did not believe m 
her own 20 point progiamme and the 
onb two Thief Mimsteis who hul 
tried to implement the vital pio 
gramme of land reform (those of 
Andhra and Karnataka) were both 
now in the Congress The Chief 
Min steis that sh would (^et if sin 
c»me to power would be "stooges 
In a general search foi positive elec 
tion planks (at the session too many 
speakers fot too long haipcd on Mrs 
Gandhi’s misdeeds and Mr Urs was 
also g lilts of this) hi came oat with 
three issues miaknientmg land refor 
ms to kling un mplovment and fight 
Ing inflation 

PAAl from the personal leader 
ship that he may provide, the 


most obvious advantage to the Party 
of Ml Urs becoming the Congress 
piisidcnt (the iiicrgci ot the Kama* 
taka (ongiess is a foimahty) is the 
presena' the Patty has estabhshed 
now in Ihe south Mrs Gandhi ran 
no lonjf I txpict a cake walk there 
and with the Congress emetging as 
a (tediblr alternative the Congiess(I) 
will be facing stiaight fights As the 
dominant Party this will be to its 
dis id, intd^ lust as being the undet 
dot ii will find three comer contests 
III tin iKilh diiiuuit Ihe Congress 
his moderately good hopes in Kerala 
y\iu < Ml A K Antony is quite wil 
linj to fats* 1 midterm poll as de 
niindid by tiie CPI(M) The crucial 
fac loi then will be whether thi“ CPI 
will fill in line Iroin a ladicul 
Ideological standpoint the Congress 
can look on few States with as much 
satisfaction as Kerala Its cadre and 
g<°neral level ot leadership is com- 
nil’ll d ind has been slowly inducted 
tiom the giassioots 

A considi“iaDt( amount ot interest 
was taken at the session on Maha 
rashtra Thcio weic many demands 
to invite Mr Shat ad Pawar Mr 
Inpudi fitted the spirits greatly by 
arriving on the sicond d,iy Mope 
was centred around Annasaheb 
Shinde with his known powers of 
persuasion being able to forge a 
iiont with the other two In the 
east among ttv> major states the 
piospects appeared the most deso 
late m Wist Bengal where ft will 
havi to bi satisfied with whatever 
triflings the CPI(M) may dedde^to 
give In the lobby Piiiabi Mukheriir 
blustered and pottered around incon- 
scoucntnlly while a strangely des 
pii d'-d Saug ita R ly kept in the back- 
gioiind rytiybodv had a regard for 
Das Mnnshi but ilidii I think that he 
would mski ^ significant difference 
There were bright hopes though in 
Assam 

I III tty Hindi spi aking north the 
other nil 101 decision that was foima 
lisid was the alluncc with the Janata 
(S) By itself thi 10 Ui per cm 
populai support that the Party com 
manded in most of the area would 
simply mean its demise but with thi- 
signifii int litlh push Chaudliuiy 
''h u in ^iiigh would be in as home 
and div as he could ovci hojie to be 
Mo I r ingH snn r now agicid that 
Mi ( haian Singh has btought about 
H lemark ibU aiticulation of the as 
pii itions of thi bickwiid cldssi*$ 
With thi parallf 1 ai ticuiation of the 
him ins lUMl sonity w is now taiily 
cliailv divided into four groups 
banians baiKwards iriusbnis and the 
Utipii caste Thi imtigencc ot the 
backwaid was yen by the more 
progicssivi among ihi Congressmen 
us a mui h needi d blow against the 
feudal social structure ot the north 
whiih has not known anv significant 
social iiiormation in modern history 
la this extent they saw ( haran Singh 
as a bistoiiral necessity in spite ot 
the caction implicit *n the open 
taste appeal that was the basis ot 
his politics 

In early Maj Mi Lis h ,d told tUs 
icpurtcr M must has'’ timiig 1 do 
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not wont to ly> just dnother leader 
III Delhi " The other point that he 
had made then was he would only 
jcnn hands with likeminded people 
In what was the must positive line 
of electioneering uttered at the ses 
sioii Ik told dc legate t Cio to the 
villages and tell them one of you, a 
vlllagei a son of a villager is the 
Prime Miiiistei foi the first lime' 
So Ml llrs was <\ nluallv loming to 
gelhci With his p<‘er 

As tai as the main strategy to hglit 
the election was concerned the Con 
gress siHsmed to have decided to re Iv 
on an elaboiatc system ‘of alliances 
and adjustments Here Mi A K 
Antony made a valiiahh sugges 
tion born out of his ixpenencv in 
Kerala Tirst deode he said on the 
alliance paitnei foi an area and agree 
with it on the division of seats Theo 
agre«‘ on which constitii* no goes to 
whom within the agi-ed total After 
fhat each Pailv would deride on the 
candidates who would stand from the 
constitiic ncH s allotted to it A few 
eveeptions rauld tv* made in this pro 
cedure if tlieic was a spinal candi 
date who would dc‘rinittlr stand from 
a paiticuiai constituency 
l^e AlCf also re solved to fight the 
coming c lections in alliance with the 
JanatafS) not only under the com 
mon leadership of Chaudhury Charan 
Singh but also with a common pro 
gramme under a common banner 
and symbol That ancient pride dies 
hard was amply evident m the re 
peated references in speeches to the 
past glory of the Indian National 
Tongress and the reluctance of 
members to give up the cherished 
old Party symbol A compromiae 
was made The political resolution 
was amended to include the wonls 
"wherevei fe.isible" before the sen 
tence pledging the adoption of » 
enmmon ssmhol There weic repeat 
ed and strenuous assertions that this 
was only m alliance and not a mer 
gei Mi Chav in was at pains to point 
out that the independent cfiaracter of 
the ConVI ess would be maintained 
This was made all the moie nercs 
san b\ Mrs Bindhi's statement on 
*!eplembe! n it the parallel ATCf 
of the f ongiessjl) it New Delhi that 
Hist as the f ongresstO) had csimmib 
ted suicide by joining with the 
Tnnata so also was the fonsress^Sl 
doing b\ toiiiing with the Tanata(Sl 
Rill the leidoiship was clear in its 
own mind and had the rank and file 
of the Parts liehind it about the 
clovness of the link that was bemi 
forged 

r ir most noticeable ideological 
shift that has taken placx m the 
( ongress is ifs move *o the Left 
This was sit out in forthiight terms 
bs Mr tV>vaiii llrs but was rcatls 
confiimed m the lesults ot the eleev 
tions to tin woikitu’ loinmittce in 
which seven saraniies were filled uu 
Of the se«n ilccted hvi have a 
decided leftist image Mi rhaudri 
jit Yadas Rijm Pittl Rholi P»svsin 
^hastri Sarat ('hindi i Sinhc and 
\s ilai Hast It thi allnntc with th< 
left forces dots lonii about then the 
Congress will iiitainly not b«' th odd 
4H 



Chandrajtt Yadov being mobbed on the dam after hm metaru m the CWC 


Party out With Mis Gandhi having 
declared that she was not against 
industnalists and the urban middle 
class tending to lilt towards her in 
the hope of stabihty the Congress 
increasingly sees itself left with the 
role of playing the champion ot the 
downtrodden An attempt to secure 
the Muslim vote was apparent with 
the sigmficant amendment, moved bv 
Mrs Tarakeshwan Sinha, to restore 
the minority character of Aligarh 
tlniveisity being accepted Among 
the many callers at Chandrajit 
Yadav’s hotel room, who were there 
to congiatulate him for winning in 
the CWC poll with the maximum 
number of votes was Mr S A 
Hashmi the respected Rajya Sabha 
niember from UP He was m turn hug 
ged and thumped on the back for his 
victory in the contest for the four 
scMts in the central elction com 
inittee As Mi Hashmi sat down be 
was not politician nough to hide the 
fact that he was quite moved With 
rinspaicnt sincentv and using ideo 
logical lernnnnlogv that politiaans 
seldom use in piivate conversation, 
he said The Congress is again be 
coming socialistic and secular" At 
Ic i-t lit w isnt playing to the gallcTy 
(hen 

This AK C session was different 
from others in many ways There 
wera no welcome arches on the way 
to lalbagh In the heart of cxiffet 
countiy tlv" delegates went through 
the better put oi the mni ning session 
the fust du without ceffee or any 
Ihing Ihc louinilistv in the Press 
coinei were iiioie lutkv The trans 
port arrtnged foi the Youth Cong 
less rillv the d iv bcluie the sessioi 


did not arrive Poor Mr Gundu Rao 
of the State Congressfl), laid tiji 
with jaundice got accnised ot sabo 
tage The hotel owners refused to 
take bookings for the delegates with 
out cash payment in advance Indian 
Airlines first refused to open a book 
mg counlei at the Glass House, say 
ing that they didn't do it for pohti 
cal meetings The counter came up 
eventually when a local travel agent 
MLC quoted them precedence 
But the greatest difference was 
that after a long time. Congressmen 
again got a taste of inner Party demo 
cracy through the elections to the 
working committee and central elec 
tion committee Congressmen had 
plainly got out of practice Other¬ 
wise. how could Abdul Ghafoor lose 
Iw just two votes’ His supporters 
were simply over confident The 
most gladdening case however, was 
that of Mr Tulsidas Dassappa, the 
general secretary who was seeking 
election to the working committee 
He is one of the old faithfuls who 
had stood by the Congress right 
through Even during the 77 Assem 
bly elections the Janata tned hard 
to get him to join them but be did 
not leave the Party He was no one's 
candidate, not even Mi Urs While 
munching snacks during lunch ht 
told two ot us who were with him "If 
the State leaders and the group 
leaders give the members lists and 
they slide to them totally in their 
voting then 1 w»ll losiP He won 
and that too tying at the top with 
Chandrajit \addv both polling 200 
votes each 
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Andhra Pradesh 


HEARD that dnema collections 

Iwent down during the Shah 
Commission hearings in Delhi,” said 
Mrs Indira Gandhi, during her re¬ 
cent tour of Andhra Pradesh. But 
throughout her three-day tour of 
Andhra, she emphasised that she 
wasn’t on an election tour, saying, 
“The election campaign well start 
when the election date is announ 
ced.” During her tour she repeated¬ 
ly sought to comfort the drought 
stricken people by liberally doling 
out her opinions: she accused the 
Janata leaders of bringing shame to 
the nation, ruining the economy and 
accused Charan Singh of indulging 
in political skulduggery. 

For a number of reasons it was 
expected that Mrs Gandhi would 
begin her election campaign in An¬ 
dhra. First, it Is the only state ruled 
by the Congress (I). It returned 41 
Congress MPs in the March 1977 
elections. The only Janata MP elec¬ 
ted from that State was Neelam 
Sanjeeva Reddy. Even though a bi¬ 
tter feud persists between Dr Cha- 
nna Reddy, the Chief Minister, and 
the Congress (I) dissidents, both fac¬ 
tions swear by Mrs Gandhi. Again, 
it was fitting that with Dr Ready's 
passion for religion and ,Mrs Gan* 
(ibi’s eagerness to use reli^us sen¬ 
timents for her own ends, she should 
have started her campaign at the 
Tirupathi temple. 

After landing in Madras on Sep¬ 
tember 7, Mrs Gandhi drove to Tiru¬ 
pathi, 160 kms away. The next morn¬ 
ing ahe attended tne “suprabhatam 
and witnessed the “aUiishekam” 
(the bathing of the idol of Lord 
Venkateswara with turmeric, milk 
and water), followed by an hourlong 
session of meditation. A few hours 
later, addressing a big crowd at 
Fakala, Mrs Gandhi invoked Lord 
Veokateswara's benediction on the 
people, prayed for rain and delivered 
a political spee^. All the wUle the 
crowd kept chanti^: “Indira amma 
iiadab,id''. buua, Tirupathi and its 
surrounding areas y^itoested mild 
rains for a few minutes and ttM next 


Raining 

support 

for Indira 


day everyone in Andhra was talking 
about Mrs Gandhi’s “rnirade”. 

In Uie course ol her speech, she 
said that the Janata Party had no 
business to seek the people's man¬ 
date once again, and, as the inter 
preter was trying to imitate her emo¬ 
tional style, she began defending her 
20-point programme. She ridiculed 
the ^vemmeot for having wasted 
tune setting up a plethora of com¬ 
missions. “All the depositions in my 
favour were neglected and only those 
against me were recorded,” she said. 
'There are several chargu of cor¬ 
ruption against Morarji Desai and 
Charan Singh. Why aren't commis¬ 
sions being appointed against them?” 
She was not at all mterested in 
knowing who would contest against 
her. “But 1 hear they’re putting up 
a mini Rai Narain against me,she 
quipped, obviously referring to B. P. 
Maurya, who was encouraged by 
Raj Narain to fight against her. '‘I 
am not an astrologer. 1 cannot tell 
you what really will happen in these 
elections; 1 am afraid they may not 
be free,” she said in another Par¬ 
liamentary constituency. On the out¬ 
skirts of Kodur, a little drama was 
enacted. Mrs Gandhi got out of her 
car and forayed into a decrepit but. 
and talked to a few women. As 
more women began surrounding her, 
a police constable tried to “protect’* 
her, but Mrs Gendbi literally chased 
away the policeman, touting loudly 
that she shouldn’t be separated from 
her people. 

As she kept moving through 
drought-stricken pockets in ChMoor, 
Cuddappah and Anantapur, ahe ro 
peatedly told listeners how the Ja¬ 
nata Government waa dragging Ita 
feet in providing relief to the orpugbt* 
hit areas of Uttar Pradesh, whereas 
the Andhra CM had sanctioned Rs 20 
crores for the relief. Some people 
wanted to know why Rayalaseema 
remained one of the poorest districts 
in the country in spite of Mrs Gan- 
(fiil’s Party ruling the State for three 
decades, she had no anawer Initead, 
.vhe began to emptaslse, once again. 



Another 
good reason 
to use 

Firestone tyres 

For rough and rugged 
roads, Firestone tyres 
are the natural 
choice. Designed for 
fast traction, firm grip 
and cooler running, 
Firestone tyres also 
eliminate stone 
trapping. When 
you're on Firestone 
tyres the steering 
is effortlesss. 



SAOEUS FS'CT-3 7S 



I lus IN inv liitic Kiilitil 
Me s ihiee .itui iiist ahvnit 
iLMinitu' M s.i\ AHC vei i 
have aliiailv plaiiiivi* (oi his 
futiiic iiluvatiiiii 

I ispiilJ Mdi like Itiin to 
wiiik lliu<u(,’h tvi'lei'i like I ilul 
St> I haw laktn I'tii 
'(itinv 'i mu Munev Sihena 
with l ( OHVSK f.)i I’O iiii’iulw 

•Hill awiitiil ni\ son < 
loHeei' lies jM.l olln i 
•IsiOi laicil espense. 

Mill inaiaiiiv ilit \\holt 
•nnoiiiil will hi leiiuisiid 
uiiilei llu- ( iMil Meposii 
Si heme loi meiiiin; Rahul s 
lUimihK vi'l'cKi ispenses 

V\ iih I < DHV'.K • ivinp loi 
(III h.tiiii I < as I aw a> 
leaiMiii)! MK 

lu'i tiiop 111 .u voiii iieaies! 
hiaiii h III! ilcuiS 

Ovnited 

Commercial Bank 

the friendly bank 
round t'’i’ cornir 


that she had a clear vision regard¬ 
ing the nation’s progress, and no- 
b(»a.y could stop The Janata (S) 
attempt to stop her from contesting 
the election would be a futile bid, as 
pc'iplc were solidly behind hei. 
“Some say that I arii going to contest 
lioni the South, there’s no basis for 
such talk If you lust come to the 
Nortli, vou’ll note how big miwd.s 
my I’ariy is drawing . ’’ Her three- 
day tom look hei through sever, 
Pai iiaiiieiilaiy constituencies, and lo 
fal leaileis vied with eacl) other to 
invite hei to (ontest from their own 
conslituenc v 

Ridmiling the publication 

of tfie (jiipta Commission report (the 
M.iroii piob(‘). Mis Gandhi quipped 
that .she nevei lead such repoits, 

•ind slie was convinced that people 
had lost faith in commissions and 
piobe lepoiis If she wanted^ she 
could’ve helped Sanjay Gandhi iu 

seveidl wavs, but she let him tackle 

thing.s on his own, and at last p<-ople 
vveie ic-ahsing that all that was said 
and written against him was part of 
a vindictive propaganda against her 
own family 

ARTHUR PAIS 



Uttar Pradesh 

Iwo elections at the 
price of one 


P hOPlX clcxse to the UI’ Chief 
Mimsler bebeve that the TTP As¬ 
sembly is going to be dissolved by 
the tbiril week of October and tresii 
elections would be held along with 
the Lok Sdbba elecuons. This im- 
pressiou has gained ground due to 
the pohey the UP Government has 
recently adopted empowering legisla¬ 
tors to disburse more than Hs 20 
crores under the drought relief pro¬ 
ject Officers arc also being tranider- 
red on a rather large scale, and it is 
believed that their transfers arc poli¬ 
tically motivated. Officers considered 
to be useful to the Goveinment are 
being given charge oi the district 
administration. Such decisions atv 
being made on the basis of caste and 
and political leanings. A large num¬ 
ber of transfer orders wt‘re issued, 
only three davs before the August 
iio-ionlid.'‘ine motion was scheduled 
to b<* derided To cite one ex,imple, 
the Gollectoi of Farrukha-bad was 
transferred within minutes. 

The Government in UP is a mino¬ 
rity one. And in all probability. Mr 
Charan Singh would not like a Gov¬ 
ernment that is dependent on others 
for its survival Besides, Mi. 
Charan Singh, who did not hesitate 
in ren>mm<-nding the dissolution of 
!li 1 <• f-'ibhi, voiiltl stand to aam 


II case a midterm poll is held to the 
UP Assembly Mr. Charan Singh does 
not have a well-knit organisation in 
the State and his support is based on 
caste lines 

For the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions. UP is a very important State. 
Mo.st important politidans are going 
to contest from this State. What Is 
to be seen, however, is how many of 
them shift to new constituencies for 
the elections. After all they have 
done precious little for the constitu¬ 
encies which elected them. Raj 
Narain wants to contest from 
Aligarh. Again. Atal Behari 
Vaipayee is supposed to 
replaoe Nanafi Deshmukh from Gou¬ 
da. Chandrashekhar is looking for 
an urban constituency, since BalUa is 
primarilv a rural constituency. Even 
Mr Bahuguna appears to be in a fix. 
His constituency. Lucknow, Is noto 
rious for rejecting candidates, in case 
be chooses to contest from one of the 
hill constituencies, his oppo vents are 
sure to put up a rclr’ vc as an 
opponent against him. In ill proba¬ 
bility Mr Bahuguna will ccatest from 
Phulpur, while Mrs X>i ila Bahu¬ 
guna may shift to anoL. oonstittt 
ency. Even Mrs Indira wundhi is 
said to be looking for a safer consti- 
tu< I She is a bit hejataat about 


contcstinR from Rae Bareili as Sanjay 
Gandhi is thinking of recontesting 
from Ametbi. She feels that Amethi. 
being a neighbouring constituency, 
may adversely affect her popularity 
in Rae Bareili. 

This time it may be difficult to 
judge the mood of the voters. Politi- 
rians are ba.sing all their speculations 
on caste alliances and money power. 
But even these criteria prove illusory, 
and the voting may take place along 
different lines. One thing is certain 
—votes can no longer be won 
over by promi.ses. The main question 
that will haunt the voters is: Who is 
going to become the next PM? 

According to present indications, 
these elections are going to be fought 
more violently than in the past. 
Fir* are going to replace lathis 


and the possibilities of politioil mur¬ 
der cannot be ruled out. This is all 
the more likely, considering the num¬ 
ber of transfers that have taken 
place, and the administration may 
turn a blind eye to all such incidents. 
While some political observers are 
apprehensive about the outbreak of 
large scale violence, prominent Ja¬ 
nata Party leaders in UP feel that 
the members of the erstwhile Jana 
Sangh may get more tickets than the 
others. Even Mr Raj Mangal Pandey, 
the leader of the JLP, Is expecting 
this. But all said and done, the voters 
have not been left with much of a 
choice. They have to choose between 
the bad and the worse. 

SANTOSH BHARTIYA 


Asides 



I T IS not strange, said a wise friend 
of ours, ttuil the film mdustiy 
should be lu the running for a seat 
ill the Paili.imcnt. Alter ail, what is 
the real dilleieiice between a politi¬ 
cian and an actor ? .lu.st the prefix 
“abhi". Explaining, he .said, the word 
for a leading politician is “nela" and 
the word loi an actor is “abhineta.” 

The film industry has formed the 
National Party and according to Mr 
G. P Sippy it ’‘aspires to be the plat- 
forni for all like-ininded people Irom 
all walks of life — intellectuals, thiu 
kers professionals, businessmen, 
workeis, farmers, housewives and the 
voutli." Siiuiy, oi i.ithei llie draft 
manifesto ot Uic Paity. claims that 
“for too long the real problems j.i 
Ing the r;<iunlry have been avoided 
by the professional politicians. It ha- 
been in their interest to create bogey 
issues, and thereby avoid taking dras¬ 
tic action or making sweeping basic 
reforms”. The manifesto itself which 
runs into 15 pages of promises to 
everybody includes tax holidays foi 
the blackmoneywaiias and doing 
away with licences. It beats even the 
former Swatantra Party in propagat 
Ing a laissoz-fatre economy 


Netas and 
abhi netas 

The film industry -s ambitious. 1. 
wants to provide ati alternative to the. 
opporluni.st politici.ir.—Ih.;- profes.-.ion- 
al politician But is there much differ- 
enct' between the two"' .Not really. 
Says Basu IJhattacharya, lh<’ enluni 
tciiiWe of the piodiieers' worhl 
“Both have their cbamcha.s and midd- 
lemon, both allow images to be crea¬ 
ted for them, and both are unapproa¬ 
chable, except through their c^am- 
chas" 



The institution of chaincha-s i.N what 
keeps the filmstar and the politician 
going. Recounting his experience dur¬ 
ing the shooting of Teesn Kosam 
in Madhya Pradesh with the mi^ty 
Ra.i Kapoor. Basu says: "We had to 
do a scene at sunrise and I told a 
chamcha of Raj that he should see 
that Raj is brought to the location 
ten minutes before sunrise. The 
chamcha nearly fainted and said, 
'You expect him to come before sun¬ 
rise’ The sun rises for Rajji in the 
Btiidiu and it will stay there till be 
wakes up even if it’s midday. The 
sun siWoorii.s Raj.ii and not viie_ versa. 
Don’t ever think of asking him to 
appear on location before sunrise.' I 
was puzzled but determined to get 
Raj on the scene because I insist on 
shooting the actual sunrise. 1 went to 
Rajji’s room where he was entertain¬ 
ing some of the lop officials of Madh¬ 
ya Pradesh and T told him my plant 
and said he would have to go to bed 
.shortly if he was lo make it before 
sunrise. 1 also told him that my unit 
and I would have tea with him be¬ 
fore that. And you know what be 
did? He told all his guests. ’You have 
heard what Basu Bhattacharya ja.st 
told me. So goodnight’, and he left. 
Next morning, Waheeda, 1 and others 
landed on location 20 minutes before 
sunrise and Rajii was already there 
waiting for us. 

The whole business of the film m 
dustry entering the election fray h 
intriguing. Of course, the names as 
sodated with the National Party be¬ 
long to the big banners, they are not 
busy filmmakers and can afford to 
spend time politicking. But what Is 
tlie real reason? They arc, of course, 
confused, disillusioned, and disgusted 
with professional poliliaans as most 
citizens of India are. But will, and 
can, they ever fill the gap? Of cour¬ 
se, they solve major problems on th>:: 
screen. Sodal revolutions of a low 
caste girl marrying a high caste man 
without paying dowry work out okay 
on screen, destitute mothers find abs¬ 
conding husbands in courtrooms ei¬ 
ther as judges or lawyers, the Gabbar 
Singhs take from the rich to give the 
poor. But can they do this m real 
life without any ideology? Or will 
they just be. of nuisance value, add 
Ing to the cacophony of candidates 
that contest each year, thinking they 
are the only solution to India’s pro¬ 
blems. According to one. observer, til 
now they siippurled candidates, but 
it they become candidates lhem.selve9 
they could be. in a bargaining posi¬ 
tion. This would be their strength. 
They could make money if asked tc 
retire from the contest at the last 
moment The situation is full of po¬ 
tential for making money. Being neu¬ 
tral they will have a bigger price and 
if the candidate in wliose favour 
they resign, makes it to Parliament 
they will be in an even better bar¬ 
gaining position. This ma.v sound un¬ 
charitable. But this is life. If it’s life 
for a Tii'ta”. it'- thr '..ime loi . ii ah 
hineta.” After all the difference is 
only in the prefix. 

OLGA TELLIS 
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Notes 


N obody is happy about thp 
coining elections, except the 
devotees ot Mrs Indira Gandhi 
and they are laughing all the way 
to the bank. (Supposing the bank 
is empty, and somebody else has 
taken the goodies away ? But 
that’s another story). Ihe chic 
in particular seems paranoid : 
what will happen if Mrs G comes 
back? Possibly, awful things; 
possibly, nothing mtuh. In any 
rase, we can’t have selective 
democracy, a ia Pakistan, can we7 
If the people want her back, Shah 
Goinmission, Maruti Commission 
and all. come back she will And 
if the guardians of democracy 
have any biittle.s to light later ou, 
let them tight >t out latei on, ins¬ 
tead ol beginning to weep copious 
teai.s just now. And inaybi- Uie 
urban intellectuals wuukt nut tiy 
>0 muih >1 they lett th<*ir uiban 
niches and took a Imik at the 
villages Pb . When I say the 
niite, 1 do sot include indiistiial 
ists Tlwy are dedighted at the 
veiy thought oi Chaudhui'v Cha 
I an Singh being removed innn 
powei 

( ''AN 1 take the liberty of inject- 
^ ing some humour into the 
awful paranoia ? Both the stones 
are dirty ' the hrst is true and 
the second a product ot an excit¬ 
ing imagination. Being a work of 
tic'Uon, the second ts naturally 
better, funnier and more dirty 
than tbe first. ’Fhe first story I 
owe to Punch. Apparently, Wal¬ 
ter Brown, tbc Labour Party’s 
deputy national organiser, was 
canvassing in burbiton during 
Britain’s general election earlier 
this year Brown knocked on a 
door and a man's voice said, 
"Come in, I'm in bed”. Brown 
entered, and found the man >n 
bed with a woman. “I’ve always 
voted Labour, you can count on 
inc,” tbc man said. Brown ask¬ 
ed . "And your wife ?’’ The 
man teplied : "Oh. this isn’t my 
wife, this is Mrs Jones from num¬ 
ber 0", 

I'u top this one, I have the 
other story of a I,abour Party 
otticial who fell in love with and 
duly married a lady who was a 
very strong supporter of the Con- 
fervutivc Party. You know how 
it is with these political types, and 
hardly had they finished the wed¬ 
ding breakfast than they fell into 
a violent quarrel, and within 
minutes were not on talking terms 
with each other. The stiff upper 
Up of the British is famous, and 
neither would compromise Tba 
time came to go to bed, but who 
would break the ice 7 So thej 
turned their backs on each other 
and wT;nt to sleep on the new 


marital bed, back to back, on this 
most important of nights. Finally, 
tbe lady, who was, if you recall, a 
strong supporter of the Conserve 
lives, could not restrain herself 
anymore, and whispered to her 
new husband : "Darling...dar¬ 

ling. .there is a split in tbe Con¬ 
servative Party.... If the Laboui 
candidate stood now I think he 
criuld get in quite easily". The 
husband turned around, and .with 
a gruff voice, almost barked out ; 
"The hell he would. He’s alreadv 
stood a.s an independent and losi 
bis deposit !" 



In the sort of stralcgy we 
base cluilked out we will be 
has inc c!ccloral iindcrslundinit 
with csi-ry party in the coun> 
try except our own! 


W aiH election fever beginning 
to catch on slowly, the slogan 
wi iters ot the various Parties have 
begun wracking their brains. The 
effectiveness of a good slogan wa-s 
evident both in 1971 (Carttn 
Hatao; this was created by Shn- 
kant Verma, the excellent writer 
and Mrs Gandhi loyalist who wa> 
icw'aided tor las contribution with 
a scat in the Rajya Sabha; hr 
has rc'maincd with Mrs Ga^ndhi 
through the trials and tribula- 
lions) and in 1977. Hie Janata 
Party’s catchy slogans still ring 
pleasantly in the memory : what 
» tiiiK- of hope it was ! Khush- 
waiit Singh has provided the 
theory bi'hind the key.slogan in 
Mrs Gandhi's campaign this time. 
Indira Gandhi lao, aesh bachao. 
His parallvl is with France Hid De 
Gaulle . when France was m a 
mess De Gaulle was brought back 
to lescue the country. Let's tee 
(if Mrs Gandhi lives up to her slo 
gan The Janaita's main slogan 
rellects its bitterness . it will be 
'Defeat Defectors'. When frknils 
Jail out, the tendency to leave 
the door open for the common 
enemy is always pronounced. Tbe 
Jauata(S) slogan will be around 
this theme : Carib fagw, dub 


bochoo. (Awaken the poor, save 
the country). Tbe catchiest of 
the jingles has come from the 
Janata(S) camp. I* goes : Son- 
jay, Kanti, Suresh Ram, Bech ke 
kha gaya Hindustan (Sanjay, 
Kanti and Suresh Bam, have sold 
the country down the drain). 

P IE other favourite parloui 
game — well, media game 
too — has begun ; predicting who 
will win how many seats. 'Hie 
demand for astrologers is very 
high, and presumably they are 
extracting a heavy price from the 
anxious claimants to power. Re- 

S orts say that even Mr Raj 
Farain's favourite tantric has de¬ 
serted him and predicted a vic¬ 
tory for Mrs Gandhi. Well, any¬ 
one who trusts astrologers too 
much might learn a lesson from 
the number who predicted a 
smashing victory for Mrs Gandhi 
in 1977. But more than astro¬ 
logers are involved in this game. 
Most predictions at the moment 
are nothing but exercises in 
wish-fulfilment : the simple truth 
ts that nobody knows as yet how 
this election is going to turn out. 
I mean, barring the simple fact 
that there could be one of four 
results ; a victory for the Alliance, 
for Mrs Gandhi, for the Janata, 
or confusion But Maneka Gan¬ 
dhi in her very own magazine 
Surya has decioed to venture in¬ 
to the dangerous realms of pre 
dictions, and confidently states 
that her mother-in-law and hus¬ 
band's Party will win 370 scats 
You never know ' anything can 
happen. But I doubt if even 
staunch loyalists of the Congress 
(I) who work in the field would 
venture to predict such a victory. 
What I found most intriguing was 
that Mrs Maneka Gandhi had 
awarded the Congress(|) with five 
seats. Now just who could five 
people be, who have had the hon¬ 
our of being recognised as poten¬ 
tial victors ny their fiercest anta 
gonists 7 

S urprise, surprise. There arc 
gentlemen still left in Calcutta 
politics. The walls of this city 
are a favourite target of slogan- 
mongers, at tbe quietest of 
times; around election time the 
virginity of no wall is spared. 
What is most interesting is that 
you will find quite a few walls 
newly whitewashed, and blank, 
with a legend on them : Space 
reserved for Congress(I), or. Space 
reserved for CP1(M). Appsrently, 
this understanding is maintained, 
and no on« poaches on anybody 
else’s self-allocated space. The 
walls guarding the Birla residence 
in South Calcutta have been re¬ 
served by the Conmessd). Does 
that mean anything? 

M. J. AKBAR 
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I'ME WORLD 


Iran's fascist Islam 

The mullahs are without mercy, reports FRED HALLIDAY from Iran 


r doea not take one long to sense 
the ferocious Ri^ht-wing Islamic 
fervour that grips muck of Iran 
May. In to airport arrival 

ball, in fnmt of the (unattend¬ 
ed health oontrolSj hangs a 
poster ou wbidi the aove of peace 
it being ripped open by a hammer 
and sickle. Underneath runs the 
simple message: The Mirage’. Alom^ 
the walls on the way into Tehran the 
slogans ‘Death to Communism’ and 
'Death to the Fedayin’ can be seen, 
and amid the plethora of renamed 
streets none is called after any left¬ 
winger who gave his or her life in 
the 25-year struggle against the 
Shah. Huge placards show an Iranian 
revolutionary breaking through shack¬ 
les imposed by both the Russian and 
US flags, and the walls of the mas¬ 
sive Soviet embassy compound in the 
centre of the city are daubed with 
hostile slogans. 

The second night I was in Iran 1 
attended the first major public rally 
held bv the Tudeh, or Communist 
Party, in the 30 years since it was 
banned by the Shah. A crowd of 
around 50.000 people had gathered 
to hear Ehsan Tabari, the party’s 
leading theoretician and the grand¬ 
son of an Ayatollah, who was now a 
candidate in the coming elections for 
a Coundl of Experts to discuss the 
constitution. Most of the crowd ap¬ 
peared to be students, but there was 
more than a sprinkling of older peo¬ 
ple, gnarled representatives of ano¬ 
ther age. As several hundred ste¬ 
wards \dth linked arms guarded the 
perimeter of the meeting, groups of 
right-wing youths, named ‘Phalaiu' 
Ists’ by their opponents, roamed 
around shouting ‘Iteath to the Tudeh 
and the Fedayis, Social Parasites’ 
and repeating the most frequent 
rightist slogan heard in Iran: ‘There 
is no Party but the Party of God. 
No Leader but the Spirit of God.’ 
the latter being a reference to Kho¬ 
meini. Thwarted in their main aim 
of disrupting the meeting, these 
Islamic militants turned on a haples.s 
Iranian press photographer, and 
after chasing him across the campus 
grounds smashed his equipment and 
pummelled him to the ground amid 
chants of 'Allah is Great’. 

This hysteria is not confined to 
Muslim activists on the street, but 
can be found at the centre of the 
Islamic Government from which it 
receives strong encouragement. Two 
of Khomeini’s top advisers whom 1 
interviewed. Foreign Minister Yazdi, 
Radio and TV Director Ghotbzadeh, 
had blamed the Left for Iran’s pre¬ 
sent troubles and claimed that the 



Ayatollah Khvmemi 


left had piayed no role in the revo¬ 
lution that overthrew the Shah. A 
similar view is held by Ayatollah 
Nuri, one of the key organisers of 
last year’.s anti-Shah demonstrations 
in Tehran. 

For weeks, offices and Imokshops 
belonging to left-wing organisations 
in the provinces have been attacked. 
On Fridjiv Aiigu.st 10, for example, 
crowds coming out of the mosque in 
the Azerbaijani town of Urumieh 
burnt down the Fedayin bookstore, 
and this was followed by attacks on 
left-wing offi<-cs and bookstalls in 
Tehran on the following Monday. 
The new press law. which makes 
criticism of the Ayatollahs illegal 
and enforces wide-ranging censorship 
of donie.stic and foreign reporting, is 
another blow at those who criticise 
the policy of the Islamic government 

The attack on the Left by leading 
Government officials often takes the 
form of a rather crude .scape-goating 
Bani-Sadr told me that the left was 
to blame for the stand.still in indus¬ 
try. and both he and Ghotbzade.h 
blamed the unrest among Turks. 
.Arabs and Tuiromans on Ichist inter¬ 
ference. avoiding the question of 
whether the demands of these peo- 
.Oi'e were legitimate or not. Their 
defence of nirrent policy towards the 
Kurds sounded like Ethiopian offi¬ 
cials legitimating their repressive 
policies in Eritrea on the grounds 
that the regional opposition Wees 
were also ‘agents’ of foreign powers. 

Til a tragic irony many of those 
who were in the forefront of the 
struggle against the Shah are now 


> once again on the receiving end of 
Government renression and right- 
wing violence. Mohammad Reza Sa- 
‘adati. a member of the R^Jahldin of 
the People guerrillas, who TOnt 
years in jail under the Shah, has now 
been arrested on charges of being a 
‘Soviet spy’ and has tim dubious dis¬ 
tinction of being the first of the new 
political prisoners known to have 
undergone torture. Slogans calling for 
his execution have been written on 
wans in Tehran. Over a dozen mem¬ 
bers of the Socialist Workers Party, 
arrested weeks ago in the southern 
town of Ahvaz. still await trial, as 
doe* vhe ooet Nasim Khaksar, who 
earlier spent eight years in to 
S hah’s prisons. A lawyer I met 
had spent three years in JaA 
had b^n tortured by hanging 
on a cross — 'like Spartacus and 
his poor friends* as he pot it to 
me — and bad then had both his 
legs broken by SAVAK agents after 
his release. He was recently kidnap¬ 
ped by unknown assailants and taken 
up into the hills north of Tehran 
where he was badly burnt on bis bade 
and cbe.st. 

Mossadeq's grandson, lawyer Head- 
yat Matin-Daftari, who was flogged 
and thrown over the side of a moun¬ 
tain in 1967 and imprisoned by the 
Shab last year, had to flee last week 
into biding in order to escape arrest 
after the National Democratic Front, , 

of which he is one of the leaders, < 

organised the demonstration to pro- : 

test the closure of opposition papers. 

A few days e.arlicr 1 had lunched with I 

him and had found him, despite the i 

evident tension in the country, to be ] 

quietly optimistic. He sensed, as ' 

other opposition members did, that 
the akhunds or religious leaders were 
overreaching themselves by interfer- 
ring in so many areas of public life 
and by their apparent inability to i 

run the country. Many people felt 
that despite the current Goveroroeot 
onslaught, the Left, allied with the 
movement for regional autonomy, 
could in the. longer run e.stablish a 
democratic .system. One Azerbaijani 
poet I met went so far as to argue 
the daring thesis that events in Iran 
would mean 'the end of Islam’, a» 
Dopular revulsion again.st the ak¬ 
hunds led to a backlash in the months 
ahead. 

Some sign.s of such resistance can 
lie seen on the stroet.s of northern 
and central Tehran. Music banned on 
the state radio is available, in casset¬ 
te form, and even ♦hoiieh this i.s the 
month of Ramadhan when all-dav 
fasting is obligatory, stalls selling soft 
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drinks are open, l^ople were smok- 
inx and playing mnsir in public, and 
hosts proud^ produced the odd bottle 
of whisky or champagne In th^ oil¬ 
fields. so I was told by a rclidblc 
source, the Government is taking no 
chances with the oil workers who de¬ 
monstrated their power so effectively 
last year: there the workers’ canteen 
remains open all day. Ramadhan or 
not. 

Yet the power of the Islamic right 
must not be underestimated. Its ap¬ 
peal is not Just an ideological one. 
since its strength rests on a set of in¬ 
stitutions that retain great power at 
the neighbourhood level. Ayatollah 
Nari. for example, explained how he 
could call on thousands of people all 
over Tehran who had been students 
at his lectures over the past few 
years, and the new anti-Left tone of 
Kbomeiai’s regime Is transmitted 
not Just over the radio but in the 
Friday aessions at the mosque and 
through local Islamic associations. 

'TVE poaitioa of women illustrates 
A the uncertain status of the new 
lalamic regime. Khomeini's daim be¬ 
fore his return to Iran that Islam 
guarantees equality of the sexes was 
never true given the theory and 
the practice ot all Islamic sodeties. 
But the attempt to impose Muslim 
clotbing, whether the cloak-Uke 
diodo** or the scarf-like htjab, was 
sttcoeasfulhr resisted by the women’s 
damonstratlons of last March. Since 
that time, there has been no marked 
increase in the wearing of Muslim 
dothing by women in the centre and 
north of Tehran, and many women 
oven in government offices remain 
without it. 

However, Khomeini may well try 
to enforce the hsjob in the future 
and he is reported to have told a 
woman poet who visited him that he 


would do so after the Islamic Const! 
tutiun berome-s law. In the mean 
lime other factors are eating away 
at women's position. Although there 
are still women announcers on the 
radio, all solo women singers have 
been taken oft the media—and 
Director Ghotbzadeh tried to tell me 
this was because they had all been- 
connected with the Imperial Court 
Women's sport.s have been virtually 
stopped, and the few women judges 
serving in the courts have been re- 
allocated to their evident disgust 
that once Muslim law is imposed in 
the courts the Islamic prescription 
that one man's testimonv as a 
witness must be considered equal 
to that of two women will 
come into forc'e. One woman 
was elected to the 73-person Coundl 
of Experts now discussing the draft- 
constitution, but she was a nominee 
of Khomeim’s and her election poster 
was a tragi-comir one, showing two 
eves and a nose emerging from te- 
hind a black chador. 

Probably the gravest attack on 
women's position has come in the 
realm of employment, where discri¬ 
mination. as in other countries, is 
justified on grounds of economic con¬ 
straint. Additionally, the organised 
feminist tide that was so successful 
in March has not continued. Most 
left groups seem to regard the ques¬ 
tion of women as a secondary one, 
but while I saw no women at the 
Fedayin headquarters wearing head- 
scarves the Mojahidin told me that all 
women who join their organisation 
must wear one. One change the Gov¬ 
ernment will find hard to put through 
is the segregation of schools, since 
only IS per cent of primary school 
teachers are men and an almost re¬ 
verse situation operates in secondary 
eduention. But the everyday pressur¬ 



es on women continue and it is eaqr 
for the demagogues of the right to 
talk of women's emancipation as part 
of some 'alien' imposition on Iran. 
Even the late Dr Ali Shariati. sup¬ 
posedly the theorist of a new en¬ 
lightened Islam, argues in his Omat 
va Imamal that woman's liberation 
is a plot by' the western cosmetic 
monopolies to boost their exports to 
the third world. Here again, the pow¬ 
er of Islamic reaction over women 
must not be underestimated and one 
has only to sec the phalanxes of 
chanting black-cloaked women on 
right-wing demonstrations to realise 
that Khomeini and his people can 
mobilise large numbers of women for 
their cause, such as fascist move¬ 
ments in Europe did in the 1930s. 

The po.sition of the urban working 
class is. as yet, uncertain. Many fac¬ 
tories arc idle or running at a reduc¬ 
ed level of output, and the masses 
of migrant workers who florked to 
the cities to work in construction 
have been dispersed by the stand¬ 
still in this sector, evident in the 
lines of unmoving cranes along the 
Tehran skyline. In the factories some 
of the workers’ committees set up 
during the last months of the strug¬ 
gle against the Shah have continued 
to operate. But it seems that many 
of these have been taken over by the 
akhunds or by the Revolutionary 
Committees, and no substantial orga¬ 
nisations linking different factories 
have vet emerged to form the basis 
ot a new trades union structure. ’The 
Islamic forces have been quick to see 
the need to pre-empt any threat from 
this source. While he fulminates 
against the left, Khomeini appeals to 
the workers in the name of Islam 
and a widely distributed poster de¬ 
picts an industrial worker bolding 
an Islamic banner beneath a quota¬ 
tion from the Koran promising a 
speedy victory. 

The rhetoric of the regime places 
great emphasis on what it is doing 
tor the moatazifin, a neologism based 
on the Arabic word for 'week', and 
usually translated as the ‘deprived’. 
A classic populist concept, it is de¬ 
signed to appeal to the working class 
without thereby scanng off the other 
class allies of the Islamic movement. 
Yet it would seem that despite the 
immense sums of money available 
frooi oil, the new regime has not 
brought tangible benefits to these 
people. Loans for housing of up to 
£12,000 (300,000 Tomans) are avail¬ 
able but onto to those who can make 
a deposit of one-tenth this amount 
The economics correspondent of one 
pro-Islsmic paper told me that apart 
from providing electricity of under 
100 Kilowatu free of charge nothing 
had been done to benefit the poor in 
the six months'since Khomeini came 
to power. Meanwhile inflation runs 
at over 30 per cent. 

The standard themes of Islamic 
theorists are those familiar to right- 
wing populist, and indeed, fasdtt 
movements elsewhere. Bani Sadr’s 
'Unitary Economia’. a farrago of 
Islamic and socialist ideas, is little 
more than confuslonist rhetoric, lac¬ 
ed with some religious allnsions. and 





has so far led to no concrete pro- 
IP^mme that could begin to solve 
Iran’s economic problems When I 
met him. Bam Sadr laid great em¬ 
phasis upon how Iran remained a 
dependent country in which imperia¬ 
lism still played a major role, but 
neither what he told me, nor what he 
had previously written, led me to be¬ 
lieve that he has a coherent grasp of 
the Iranian economy Earlier, he told 
me that the spiritually of Khomeini 
had an imporunt consolatory role to 
play given the serious material pri¬ 
vations to which the people would be 
exposed. 

The oft-heard slogan that ‘There is 
no Right nor Left in Islam’ and 
Khomeini’s appeals for Islamic unity 
are the conventional fare of overty 
fasast regimes, coupled as they are 
with attadcs on all opponents as be¬ 
ing ‘enemies of Islam’ and with a 
facile attribution of links with impe¬ 
rialism to all who question his vTcws. 
Although he hardly ever mentions 
Iran, much of Khomeini’s Islamic 
rhetoric is very nationalistic and his 
favourite ploy is to attack the Left for 
being western influenced and alien to 
Iran’s traditions His denunciations 
of the intelligentsia espeaaUy writ¬ 
ers and lawyers, and his attacks on 
the Press indciate a willingness to 
stifle all critical discussion on the 
grounds that they are part of an 
‘imperialist conspiracy’ Yet so deva 
Ined have such accusations become 
that more than one Iranian I met 
was able to argue at great length 
how Khomeini himself has been in¬ 
stalled by the CTA 

I T IS as yet hard to evaluate the 
foicos opposed to Ktamneini, but 
they certainly go bcyoi)^ the 
organised Partus of the Left 
Wmle Ayatollah Taleqani seems 
to have faUen mto line behind 
Khomeini’s rightist crusade, Ayat 
ollah Sharriat Madan, who called 
on his followers to boycott tbe re¬ 


cent elections, remains a powerful 
force, specially Hi his native Aaer- 
baijan and among tbe estimated 
1 5 million Azerbaijanis who live in 
Tehran The other non Persian 
nationalities are also resistant to 
the centralising tendencies of the 
Islamic Government, and the Kurds 
in paiticular aie well-armed and 
should fae able to resist the cenlial 
Government foi a long time While 
tlu'y stress that this do not want 
to secede from Iiaii the Kinds do 
want some form of substantial regio 
nal autonomy and the draft tonsti 
tution, oflfiTing only somi ill-defined 
local councils which beat no lela 
tion to the nationalities themselves, 
is ilearly inadequate to their 
demands 


The Left itself, based in Tehran 
but with substantial provinrial sup 
port, < Off prises a number of com¬ 
peting groups The National Demo- 
craUc Front which broke away from 
the National lYont in March, com¬ 
prises a number of liberal and so¬ 
cialist groups Although not a Party, 
and formally nearer the centre than 
other Left oi ganisatoins, it has so 
lar been the inosi consistently CTltl- 
eal of the Khomeini Governmeat. 
Not onlv did the N1>F tall for a 
boycott of both thi referendum on 
the Islamic Republic and the Conn- 
til of Ixpeits elections, but it took 
the initiatice in organising the pro¬ 
tests against censorship that spark¬ 
ed the recent clashes 
The two mam former guerrilla 


A Government ftnng squad eaecutma KurdJsh rebels 








K«rdi«h guerrUtas m bobtle-rexidinas hold the key town of Sardasht or, 
the Iran-lTaq border 


poups, the Fedayin and the Moja- 
hkUn. enjoy substantial support 
among young people and could pro¬ 
bably mount some kind of arm^ 
resistance to a Right-wing onslaught. 
But their leadership, drawn from 
people who hav« spent much of their 
adult life in jaii, is inexperienced 
and they have been indecisive in 
their attitude to Khomeini’s regime, 
trying to conserve their militant fol¬ 
lowing while not breaking complete¬ 
ly with the Government. Like the 
Peronist guerrillas who emerged Into 
the open after the fall of the Axtea' 
tlnlan military dictatorship in 1973, 
the^r have found it difficult to turn 
their undoubted prestige ag militant 
fighters against the old regime into 
a durable political movement 

The oldest and wiliest of the Left 
graups is the Tudeh, in effect the 
Communist Party. Founded in 1941 
their leadership is much older than 
that of other groups, and they evi¬ 
dently have a substantial organisa¬ 
tion. They have chosen to back 
Khomeini without major reservation 
at this time : 'We consider him on 
balance progressive, and ’since we 
cannot lead, we have to choose,’ was 
how one Party leader explained it to 
me. They remain in the most tradi¬ 
tional sense a pro-Soviet Party, 
aomething that must do them im¬ 
mense harm in the current Iranian 
situation where anti-Russian feeling 
runs high. It is unlikely tiiat their 
concessions to Khomeini will in the 
end spare Oiem from the force of 
the righast onslaught, and their 
paper is among ttoae doeed this 
week. Indeed, on Monday the authO' 
rMes aealed the oBoe of the Wutr. 

The core of Khomeini’s support 
Ues in tiie poorer, aootiiem dlsMctt 
of Tbhran imd in the dties running 
southwards from there along the edge 
of the great deaert that lorms the 
core of Iran—Qpm, Isfahan, Kashan, 
Vased Shins. The aeoond main holy 
city after Qom, Mashad, may also 


favour him and the resistance to his 
consent of an Islamic Republic in 
the rest of the country is still frag- 
mentol. But with the economy in a 
major recession, and unrest in the 
regions, the initiative is slipping 
from the Government's hands. 

It is in these circum.stances that 
the state of the army and other re¬ 
pressive units becomes of major im¬ 
portance. Most estimates 1 beard 
indicate that about halt of the pre¬ 
revolutionary army, say upwards of 


Pm a woman,. 

a woman udiose skin is the mirror 
of the deserts 

and whose hair smells of factory 
smoke. 

I’m a woman— 

hands full of wounds, 

from the catting Iriades of giant 
pain. 

How shameless of you to announce 
that my hunger Is an illusioa. 
my nakedneaa 
a make-bdieve. 

These lines have been taken from 
Qto poem, I’m a Woman. ^ 
Marxieh Ahmadi Oafcooii who 
fought against the gross injustices 
ana social imbaiancea within 
Irauiao society. She was shot 
dead in May 1973 1^ the imperial 
fuoes. Ibe poem is one the 
many from ae bodk-^ehoea of 
Inmun Rnoivtion—Poems of Re¬ 
volt and Liboratkm edited by 
Nasira Sharma and published by 
V&aa PoblWiiBg House Private 
limited. The bode is priced at Ra 
46. 


150,000 men, remains in existence 
and there certainly seemed to be 
plenty of soldiers in the barradts 1 
saw in Tehran and in the mountains 
to the north. The air force is stiU 
flying missions, although Foreign 
Minister Yazdi categorically denied 
the reports put out by Opposition 
papers that some do»ns of US tech¬ 
nicians had been brought back tp 
the country. The army and air force 
have, however, lost most of their 
top commanders, and it will cer¬ 
tainly take time to rebuild the espeit 
de lorps and the command structure 
previously relian^ on the Shah which 
were shattered in the revolutionary 
period. 

An extremely ominous develop¬ 
ment is the growth of irregular 
military units, recruiting young un¬ 
employed men to carry out vigilante 
duties. Seedrity Chief and Deputy 
Premier Mostafa Chamran is said to 
command a force called the Regi¬ 
ment of Youth, and a group named 
the Black Shirts has been growing in 
south Tehran. The Jamshidaoad 
barracks in Tehran are centre of 
another scmi-offidal force called the 
Army of Guards, and then there are 
both the Guards of the Islamic Revo¬ 
lution organised by the Government, 
and the Committee Guards, under in¬ 
dividual mollahs and district diiefs. 
Ill-trained and divided as these units 
may be, and incapable of facing 
.seriously armed foes like the Kurds, 
they are nonetheless a formidable 
force for urban repression and can 
be sure of further expansion in a 
time of high unemployment In late 
July up to 60,000 of such irremilara 
paraded through the streets of Teh¬ 
ran. In a clampdown on the Left it 
would be to these elements, as much 
as to the regular army, that Kho¬ 
meini would be likely to turn. Equa¬ 
lly sinister is the rise of a new sec¬ 
ret police organisation called 
SAVAME-SAVAK with one word al¬ 
tered ('Country' changed to ’Nation*}. 
According to one man who reoentw 
came out of Evin jail, the imprisoned 
members of the former Counter-Es¬ 
pionage section of SAVAK were 
summoned to the central office there 
some weeks ago and asked to start 
working again, for SAVAME. Some 
of the Indictments against Left-win¬ 
gers now in jail are based on old 
SAVAK files. 

Amid the clamour and confusion of 
contemporary Iran, it has become 
obvious, more quickly than was 
feneraUY eweted, just how incapa¬ 
ble Khomeini and his associates are 
of running Iran and how quickly 
they are falling bade, turbtaed 
akhunds and western-educated Minis¬ 
ters alike, on demagogy about Tor- 
ein plots* and on repression. Un¬ 
willing to guarantee basic democratic 
rights to the Press, the opposition of 
the nationalities, or to implement a 
serious programme of social change, 
they are dragging the country to¬ 
wards a bloodbath, the outcome of 
whidi no one can predict, ^omeini 
may believe that Allah is Great, but 
it certainly seems to be the Devil 
who it working overtime in-Iran today. 

Sv errengement with -'New Statesmen 






Drought! 

ARUN RAN JAN finds out whether the disaster that 
struck Uttar Pradesh and Bihar was man or 
nature's doing 


^ IHC geiicral \i('w ol Ihi 

druugh th.it li,is Kiippci 
Ultdi i'idiiish IN fhdt il 
IS lh«* will si till. Si.rti h.is 

l___IWlllll'Niltl III till l<is< •1(1 

V**ais I iftv ol thi Stall s SO disiiiits 
havi< lx 111 aHi'itiU ul whiili tin 
wiiistliii dis Jaunpiii Mii/i|>ui auil 
Banda llii Stan tapilal linkitnw 
has iiiiiMd I (pints iil six dt iths iii 
laiiiipui, aiiiU >(dui'(v III watii in 
Mii/apui and an i>xiidus iil labuuiiis 
liuiii Buiidi Ikliand Onlv six ol Uio 
Slat! s lull districts have iscapid Ihu 
lasai'is ut the drought 

Wnli xonu rainfall only m the hist 
wiik ol lulv, the scaiiilv ol wall i 
has badly atledcd laigc anas undi r 
uiltivatiun Iln ri wa no iiioii laiii 
(ill III! hrsl ol Augus and on Si p 
tdiiUi / Vaianasi, Jauiipui and 
Mii/apui had nothing nioii than light 
diJ//lo Ihi' bi ought soiiu Msiuti 
fi» till Hops fill taigil alia tin tin 


khanf siasun was 102 lakh hectares, 
iniliiding irops such as paddy, jowar, 
bin a inai/e sugarcane, and til Of 
till SI 102 lakh hectares, the condi 
lion ol (iS lakh heetares of crops is 
p.nliiiilaily bad, the area having 
bull rindircd almost uncultivable 
by Ihi laik ot ram Of the remain 
mg .ta lakh hectares, irrigation 
taiilities exist for only 23 lakh 
hittaas mostly m the form ol tube- 
wi Its and pump sets Resides this, 
thiie aie 230 small and 10 lug 
pumps Water for irrigation in UP 
and Rihai is drawn fioni the upper 
(>angis lowii Ganges Sarada, Ram 
(>anga and thi fiandak Posses of 
Hoim Guards keep vigil on their 
bulk to insuic that theie is no un 
aiithoiisid diversion of water for 
II ligation 

t is) M ai the production of nee 
stood at ') * (> lakh tonnes The target 
llii^ yi II IS bi lakh tgnnes but ow 


ing to the drought, the hnal produr 
tion figure is not bkely to exceed 30 
lakh tonnes The loss in rice pioduc 
tion alone is around Rs 400 crorcs 
Ihe estimated ivoduction of matta, 
was 10 lakh tonnes, bajra 7 lakh 
tonnes, jowar 5 lakh tonnes dal, 
hang, urad and moong 15 lakh 
tonnes, and for coarse grains like 
kodon, sawd and kakun 2 5 lakh 
tonnes. But due to the dry condi* 
tions this season, as much as 40 to 
70 per cent of these crops have 
suffered, which accounts for a total 
loss of about Rs 200 ciores The 
target for production including the 
khant crops was around 90 lakh 
tonnes But the farmers would be 
lucky if they can manage even to pro 
duce 50,000 tonnes Under the cir 
cumstances, it is doubtful it farmeis 
will be able to harvest 40 pei cent ot 
the targeted crop production Official 
estimates tor production ate based 
on the availability of iriigation faali 
ties, powet and recoidid lainfall 
But owing to an acute shortage ol all 
these aids, the Stale authuiities esti 
mated total crop losses at aiiiund 
Rs 900 I rores 

All of Bihai s 31 di'<tricts have been 
hit bv the drought But officially the 
situation has only bem described as 
' drought-hke* In ottuial jargon, 
only aieas when 75 per rent of 
crops have been damaged ionic un 
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• dcr the category of a proper 
drought” Where SO per cent of 
Cl ops have suffered, the areas would 
be teimed 'droughthit” Going by 
this definition all the 31 districts 
aic “drought hit” In Palamau, 
Hazanbagh, Uhanbad Gindih Rob 
tas, Aurangabad Nawadah and 
Monghyr the situation is particulaily 
acute The targeted pioduction of 
foodgrains in the State was 112 5 
lakh tonnes and foi lutc aiound 11 
lakh tonnes The taiget tor lood 
grains included 00 lakh tonnes of 
lice and II lakh tonnes ot mairc 
Bihar normally has some pre munsoun 
rain, but this year it was scaicc 
Ihete was little or no lain in June 
which resulted in losses in the pio 
ducnion ot luti maize and pulses 
Sporadic raintall in the beginning oi 
July was followed by suHuiciit lain 
tall latei in the month Howevti 
some southern districts lemamcd com 
paiativcly diy Till August 20 Sing 
bhum, Uhanbad, Katihar and Giiidih 
had only hall ot the avciagi lainfall 
they get m the period cveiv yeai 
Ihere was approximately two-ihuds 
ul the normal laintall at Aui ingabad 
Rohtas Palamau, Madhubani Begu 
> arai and Purm a 

Excessive raintall in North Bihar 
even caused Hoods Both Hoods and 
drought hit the State together The 
sowing of ciops sufftied due to the 
scarce rainfall and even whcfi. sow 
ing was possible siedlings could not 
sprout While the largel for padds 
cultivation was S3 lakh hcctaies, 
crops were almost completeh dos 
troyed in 8 5 lakh heclari s Fvcnlual 
Iv, cultivation ol paddy was possible 
only in 34 lakh hectares Ihe target 
lor maize cultivation was 9 lakh 
hectares, but ihi drought ieduced 
the figure to tour lakh hettaiis Ot 
the 16 hectaics noimally undci lutc 
culUvaliou, 16 000 hrctaics remained 
barren According to official csti 
mates 20 5 lakh tonnes of ncc valu 
ed at Rs 410 cioics 6 lakh tonnes ot 
maize valued at Rs OO erorc . 15 
lakh bales ot lute worth Rs 70 croies 
and other assorted ciops worth Rs 10 
a Dies were damaged bringing the 
►otal damages to Rs 580 crores The 
situation IS equally bid m Utta* 
Pradesh 

It IS evident that in UP and Bibar 
70 per cent of the kbarif crops have 
been damaged Ibose which remain 
standing are frhting a grim battle 
against the drought The plight of 
the farmers would not have b^n so 
bad ha<t the loss been restricted to 
Kbarif crops, tmt under tbc present 
arnimstances it seems that the rabi 
harvest too would be very seriously 
affected The cult.vator's fate will 
be deeded by the rainfall in October 
It is probable that in the event of 
scanty rainfall in the commg months 
drought could even lead to starvation 
Hie villages in the intenor could 
well readi starvation point m the near 
future The Centre has declared 
that It has at its disposal 23 milbon 
tonnes of foodgrains m storage The 
country produces around 130 million 
tonnes of foodgrains annually There 
fore 101 milhon tonnes are required 
to meet the emergency situation 
created by the drought The khanf 



crop pioduction normally amounts to 
around 60 lakh tonnes According to 
offiaal estimates the khanf produce 
w'H be 70 million tonnes in spite of 
he drought This means .that after 
the kbarif harvest the warehouses 
will ha\e around 43 million tonnes of 
foodgrains If we forget the raW 
crop for the moment we will require 
52 million tonnes offoodgrain* for 
thfi next 6 months, of which only 43 
million tonnes seem to be available 
Officials believe that the amount 
available will at least save the people 
from siaivation This can only be 
achievtd by otganising an efhcieiit 
s\ st< III of diytriibution Blackmui kete 
(I s are liound to have a held day as 
soon d> the toodgiams reach tht 
cilKS Only the coinpaiativtly affluent 
city folks will b< able to buy the 
ioodgiaiiis at inflated rati« Tlie 
village IS will be the worst sull<*iii‘ 
111 till iacx of this gum situation 
one wonders how soon and how well 
ilic distiibution system can serve 
the villages 

Oi the 180 lakh hectaics under 
cultivation in UP only 8 2 lakh heo 
taics are iirigated Ninetyeight lakh 
heet ire' have to depend on i am In 
Bihai only 22 lakh hectares out of a 
total oi 80 lakh hectares ol arable 
land IS under irrigation 1 aulty tube 
wells and insufiicicnt power limit the 
irrigated anas to around 10 lakh 
hectares In UP foe the same red 
,ons the benefits ol irrigation arc 
limited to about 6P lakh hectares 

III Rihar the t.andak Kosi Sum 
and Kyul fhandan Baiua canals con 
stiiute the principal aiteries of iin 
gatnn The Gandak and Kosi canals 
art not dry at the moment but they 
may cease to function in the coming 
monvhs The Sone canal may soon 
beconc totally useless due to scanty 
rainfall Out of a total of 10 000 
tubewells installcKl by the Govern 
ment in the State not more than 
6 000 dit functioning properly Pri 
vdte tubewells number around 
1 26,000 in the Stffe, and 10 000 
among the se arc out of order 
Shortage ot powe r and diesel 
IS a constant headache for the fni 
niers On an average iht machines 


are not able to irrigate more 
than a hectaic against then capa- 
(IV of two hectares In UP there are 
three maior irrigation canals over 
200 smallei canals fed bv pumps 
and 10 52,454 tubewells, which are 
privately owned The State Govern 
ment has installed as many as 15,000 
tubewells Forty per cent of private 
tubewells and 60 per cent among 
those owned by the Government 
need urgent lepairs 

The State Goveinmcnt has issued 
a lule that power will be available 
lor tubewells only from 10 pm to 4 
.1 ni An in igation official who rC' 
tinned fiom a tout of Ranchi Nawa 
dali and Hazaribtigh told this corres 
ponelent that fajmeis do not get 
power foi more than half an hour 
duiing the night' Power is genera 
ted in Bihar at Patratu and Barauni 
Patra u has eight thermal units Even 
if one unit is shut down there is an 
immediate shortfill eil RO MW The 
total power demand ot the Sta'e is 
aiound 720 MW But not more than 
200 0 250 MW are generated daily 
This figure too is not constant 
Bihar also buys elee'rinty from UP 
snd Orissa to the tune of 55 MW 
There foi 0 not more than 300 MW 
are avail ible daily With this level 
of pov er produi Hon it is impossible 
to cope with the drought situation 
In UP the thermal units aie expected 
to pioducc 3182 MW of power but 
the actual generuion is only bet¬ 
ween 1 506 1 600 MW (This is the 

production figure* for 4 979) In UP 
only 36 000 villages out of a total of 
1 12 000 h vr <K*rtrintv Let us 
consider ihe situation prevail¬ 
ing in some of UP's power 
cinties Obhira is plagueef by 
low quality coal and defective 
machine rv but is somehow function 
ing Rihand a hvdel power station 
IS closed Ram Ganga inav soon be 
shut down due *o ur iv iiI ibilltv of 
water Harduani,dj Panki and Ja 
muna are functioning Ihe hydcl 
powe r ,t I'lon it C hiTla is running 
smoothly Suhawla i. < iiiv p odueinp 
3 MW daily against its installed capa 
aty of 13 

Aernrding to av'tilaoie laustics 
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If you were born before 1949 
read this advertisement fully 



9 out of 10 people over the age of 30 have falling hair 

...anddon't know it! 


If you are one of the 9, start today with 
Pure Siivikrin 

Run your comb vigorously through 
your hair. If any tell-tale hair comes off 
on your comb, you suffer from falling 
hair. The time to act is now, before 
thinning hair shows up in your mirror. 
Lack of vital amino-acids, the hair’s 
natural food, leads to thinning, 
unhealthy, hair. Unless this deficiency, 
is corrected, hair will continue to fall. 
That is why you need to 
start using Pure Siivikrin 
today. 

What Pure Siivikrin 
contains. 

/. A drop of Pure Siivikrin 
magnified. 

Pure Siivikrin is a unique 
combination of 17 amino- 
acids that make up the 
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body’s supply of natural hair 
requirements. 

How Pure Siivikrin works. 


2. Penetrating action. 

Thoroughly massage Pure Siivikrin into 
the scalp, tojielp it reach hair roots. 
Pure Silvikrin’s scientifically researched 
formula now goes into action, bringing 
hair growth back to its healthy 
condition. Use Pure 
Siivikrin every day, 
twice a day. until 
your hair returns 
to normal. 


Pure 

Siivikrin 







'only 25 per ceat of the aralde land 
in UP and Uihar is under irriRation. 
Inadequate supplies of power and 
diesel have macfe a mockery of imga. 
Uon in these areas Ihe remaining 
75 per cent is left to the whims of 
nature Successive Governments 
must be held responsible for this sad 
state of affairs 

An official of the irrigation depart 
ment told this correspondent • “The 
power siuation has been always 
alarming And we have alwavs had 
poor irrigation facilities But we 
have been hit by drought only this 
year Why ’ Perhaps you can tell 
me ’’ This statement reflects the 
official stand regarding the drought 
The concerned Ministries have dcve 
loped the habit of blaming na ute 
for drought and in the event of a 


HE tram was on its 
way from Lucknow to 
Jaunpui the district in 
UP woist hit by drought 

_I When the liain stopped 

at Ayodhya a iarg< number of pil 
grims cnteiv d it among whom was a 
sizable crowd ot Mai wans further 
down at Shahgani station another 
group of people entered But they 
were different from the faces inside 
the tram—illffd and dark with vac 
ant looks in ttieir eyes A ‘compassion 
ate’ passenger’s voice was heaid 
“Since you are from the drought 
affected regions, go to the Govern 
ment for relief Do not come and 
disturb us.” Tim men did not re 
ceive a single paise from any passen 
ger inside the compartment A young 
man suddenly asked "How many 
persons have died of hungei tlu re 
That was all the passcngeis lould 
spare for the affected ptopk f ilsc 
sympathy and rude questions lust 
outside Jaunpui station a diad hiil 
lock was aein Commtnis wm 
Immediately hi ard “Did il da for 
lack of fodder' No, yaar, it diHsn’l 
look starved ” 

Almost evgry other yi ai Ihr 
villagers in these areas put up with 
great hardship — floods in is and 
drought—and ihe aty pcopk* mvir 
realise their *liffieulties Fust bold 
headlines appair on the fiont pages 
of newspapers like “Drought fearid 
in State” ai “State Govei nment 
worried”. Very soon everything seems 
to disappear Into oblision and the 
news about Vie drought finds ii< 

S laoe In an ohanire corner I < aders 
egin issuing statements Wherever 
we have gone in Bihar and UP—m 
the MLA hostels, coffee houses and 
newspaper oflkes the only discus 
uons we have heard were about the 
coming electkMs The intellectuals 
in the dties ascribe the drought to 
the power oriiis In the Central 


bumper crop, they bask in its glory 
A bumper crop is also exploit^ by 
Minister for political ends 
It IS possible that the Government 
is using the drought to cover up its 
failure on the agriculture, irrigation, 
and power fronts Before ‘he drought 
set in, titles in Bihar and UP were 
plagued bv power-cuts When the 
drought began the Government de 
dared that the countryside would 
eniov priority in the allotmen of 
power Bu as things stand at the 
moment power is not adequately 
available either in the villages or in 
the urban areas Tn Bihar too im 
gation officials blame the electricity 
department for the mess The Gov 
ernmen must accept the blame for 
thr drought compounded by the 
failin'' of irrigation 


secretariat in Lucknow 1 had a 
glimpse of the Government’s attitude 
to the situation The information 
d'^partmenl could only give me the 
hgiires ot the affected districts the 
aenculture department could only 
provide me with the figuies ot food 
grains destroyed while the figures 
for powei and irrigation seemed to 
be in possession of only the heads ot 
these departments It was cleai that 
the administration did not have a 


clear picture of fhe situation itself 
Apart from the chief secretary and 
the agriculture secretary, no oneT 
else, perhaps had any idea about 
how much land m the State was 
irrigated and how much was affected 
by the drought what the capacity of 
the State’s power stations weie and 
how many pumping sets and tube 
wells weie woikmg These two offi¬ 
cials on Ihe ofhci hand were closet¬ 
ed in continuous meetings between 
themselses the total damage due 
to the di ought was officially put at 
Rs t)00 froifs All I wanted to ask 
was what the break-up of damages 
were Since nobody could oi was 
willing to answer my queries I was 
pushed from one table to another 
During my futile seaich foi answers 
I met the MLA fiom Paizabad, Mr 
Shvama Prasad Piadip 

According to Mi Pradip official 
statistics show that in 16 blocks of 
his district 86 to p<*i cent ot land 
area is undei iingation which is 
almost as good as the figure for 
Punjab Statistics also show that in 
July 964 and in August 477 milli 
metres of laintall wtie recorded in 
the area In reality the rainfall was 
no more than one third of 
this amount 99 26 per cent of land 
area in Baskhari, 86 29 per cent in 
Ramnagar and 9T4 per cent in 
Bhison in the lai/abad distiict arc 
under tubewdl inigation according 
to official figures Sin« these figures 
are exaggerated not much leliance 
can be pkiced on ttv' hgurcs indicat 
ing damages too Statistical esti¬ 
mates arc drawn up in cosv Govern 
ment office's and iclicl measures and 
compensation arc pi inned accord¬ 
ingly Mr Pradip looked contemptu 



Politics of disaster 

People in the cities are apathetic, leaving politicians 
to exploit the situation, finds ARUN RANJAN 



ouslv at the official chart showing 
danMgps in various districts hp was 
bolding and threw it down 
There is a cuiioas connection be 
tween drought and devious pobtl 
aans First the people ot an area 
press pohtiaans to declare their re 
gions as “drought affected" in order 
to avail of relief When this is 
done politicians enjoy the kickbacks 
from r»hef measures Here is an in 
stanoe Every yeai the worst affect 
ed area in the Jharkhand district, 
one of Bihar's most backward re 
gions, IS Palamau And every year 
there is a recurring campaign to 
have Madhubani an area less 
severely affcctid by di ought declai 
ed a “drought iffc cted ’ aiea The 
reason is that Madhubani is a Brah 
min stronghold and th' Diahmins 
there ar" resourceful the headlines 
of two papers conti oiled by the com 
munity make the ‘drought in Madhu 
bant' their daily subject The starva 
lion deaths m Palamau make obsenire 
inside page stones Droughts have 
this habit of bringing politicians into 
the focus in fact they provide a fine 
opportunity to gauge pohtiaans* 
popularity Sibu Soren Bihar's adi 
vasi leader from Tharkhand along 
with thiv»e of his colleagues has 
threatened that if the Santal Par 
gauas are not declared drought 
affected no aclivasi would cast his 
vote m the coming Parliamentaiv 
poll Politicians spare no pains to 
exaggerate the extent of the drought 
in their oun aieas in order to gain 
support, and sina they aps the 
leade rs of the masse s MI As pretend 
to think about the "weliaie" of tlicir 
constituencies They have a lot to 
gam for this more than popular sup¬ 
port the more they pretend to be 
concerned the more iaalitics they 
are given At least this is what hap 
pened m ITttar Pradesh And the 
grant of special facilities to pohti 
clans believe it oi not happened to 
be the first instance of any lehtf 
doled out by the UP Goveinment In 
the wake of the drought The MLAs' 
dally allowance was increased Irom 
Bs IS to Rs 30 and they reccned 
tills amount while the legisla 
ture was in session Now they are 
to get the allowance for two more 
days—one prior to the sitting of the 
Assembly and for the day after it 
has concluded Along with this they 
are to be granted an allowance for 
four ciays’ lease T^ntil now UP’s 
Ml As were entitled to free railwiv 
tiavel for TiOOO kms on coupons If 
they do not avail ot these travel 
coupons they will be paid Rs 3 000 
as coinpc'nsation towaids travel T ach 
MTA and his companion is entitled 
to a miximum ol eight free first 
class passes for i month In addition 
all legislators who wish to travel 
•acond clas6 shall be entitled to free 
travel toi 2 >000 kilorac'tics oi c:om 
pensatiou in cash Ojdtnutily each 
MLA IS tnlitled to two fiist class 
passes foi travel bv tiain oi bus 
Under a rectntly enacted bill legisla 
tois aii favoured in the allotment of 
telepbonc connections ~ telephones 
shall be installed wherescr they re 
aide or woik 
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“The fields are the landowners’, 
and whatever relief comes is tfaeir’s 
too” said a shrivelled farmer m the 
harijan village Gajna in Jaunpur 
district “We manage to survive on 
earnings from clav pots” he added 
An older haiijan said, “We always 
migrate from these drought prone 
aieas and arc getting ready to move 
out oi here How far had the sow 
ing gone ' “There were no rams so 
the farmers did not sow Now the 
only woik left for us is carting dead 
animals” remarked a youAgbr hari 
jan "All the Governnssnt offlaals 
visit the bigger villages Who would 
care to visit a village of landless 
hanjans ^ Who bothers about whe 
ther or not we have had a scluarc 
meal a day > It is apparent that 
relief dots jiot percolate to the lOW 
est leveh Whatevei Iitllt relief we 
receive is in the form of alms So 
the onlv option left is to migrate 
anothei young hiinian of the village 
said 

Bihar's Agricultui<" department has 
blamed the Iiiigition officials ioi 
not making adequate arrangements 
for providing svaten to the farmeis 
The Irrigation department has in 
turn blani d the Power department 
which IS fatnig the* piublcm of 
waU‘i shortage itself What these 
three dt partments Agriculture 
Irrigation mil Pow<"i have in 
common huwevii is m inability to 
deal with the situation within their 
bmitatums As foi the Powci dc 
partmenl this is evident fioin the 
manner in which the I ucknow Flee 
tru Supply llndertaking s tllSUi 
directives are being floutc d an IE Sit 
ad signed bv the resident engineei 
Mi S Manimdii ays that under its 
fourth and fifth clauses aircondition 
CIS and neon ad signs are not to be 
used in Government offices and 
State undertakings But there arc 


I PART Irom some of the 
lines! perfumes in the 
countiy the district of 
launpui IS famous tor its 

_vegc. ables tobacco and a 

special vanity oi iici Most of the 
ctiips this ycat have diied up clue to 
tlu lack ot idinfall which has brought 
iiv Illy It pel ex.lit oi the population 
lot whom agiiculture is the onlv 
means oi livelihood to the bunk of 
staivatiun Having atreadv destroy 
id the khatil crop the diought now 
posi s a gtdve thuat to tbv labi crop 
in the aud The farmers for then 
pait aie tiying then best to irrigate 
thill land nianualiy with watei from 
ihi Shaida canal The k>vel oi the 
tioniti which luns thiougb Jaunpur 
hiS fallen steeply There u. a short 
age of water in the Shaida ca.ial too 
tin water takes as long as 20 to 22 
davs to reath the land and in the 
piocess niou watci dries up Though 
the Sharda canal and its sub-canals 
cm irrigate 25 per cent of the arable 


no signs of this order being comphed 
with anywhere in Lucknow itself 
The people m aties continue to look 
at the drought with detached non¬ 
chalance When I told him that I 
would hke to ask the agncultural 
produce commissioner the reasons 
for the drought, a aty-bred journa¬ 
list in Lucknow remarked "The 
only reason for the drought is that 
there have been no rams What is 
there to ask’’’ This is the impres¬ 
sion being encouraged by the Estab 
llshment Did my journalist friend 
know — if in an area of 1,000 acres 
700 acres wer* arable out of which 
500 acres were without irrigation 
fanlities, and 200 irrigated, though 
wnth less power and water than it 
actually needs who was to acxxiunt 
for the future of the farmers’ The 
fate of the non irrigated 500 acres 
Was at the mercy of the rams, 
who would account for that of the 
remaining 200 acres — god oi the 
Governm<“nt’ And who then is ulti 
matciv responsible for this scorching 
disaster’ Ts it an apathetic and neg 
Iigcnt Government, oi god’ These 
are questions that strike every think 
mg person questions to which there 
can be one stcxdc answer the 
diought was manmade There is 
no one ev“n after all this to ask the 
Government whv it has not provided 
irrigation faalities m all the arable 
land in the State in the last three 
derades Instead people arc spong 
ing the Government fni relief Thi, 
IS what encouiages pohtiaans to 
deevive people The Bihand Dam in 
UP has ber n closed down ostensibly 
foi lack of water It is to be ojien 
ed dm ing the elections obviously as 
a vote catching device Apart from 
destroying thousands of homes one 
thing the drought has certainly done 
IS to reveal politicians in their worst 
elements 


land area only rich and prosperous 
farmers are left to benefit from this 
because of the sale of the water at 
the exorbitant rate of Rs 5 to 10 per 
iour A maiority of the peasants 
tvho are extremely pooi and cannot 
afford to buy the water are forced 
to make a living themselves with 
whatever they tan grow Then 
lamilies are migrating to the cities in 
,earch of jobs 

Betapur village which is situated 
10 miles east of Jaunpur city ha« 
hardly any faality for modern irriga 
Cion The agncxiltural holdings ara 
scattered far and wide and this 
makes it difficult for a single pump 
to distribute water to a number of 
plots together But despite the sorry 
lack of irrigation faalities not onlv 
maiie but also sugarcane is prcxlured 
in the area in abundance acrording 
to a rich landholder Mr Baiendn 
Pratap “When it started rainmg 
between June 16 to 18 the peasants 
■•w hope and began planting seedl 


Relief runs dry 
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iHRs from June 23 But the tack of 
rdinfall after the sowing and the 
■ihortdge of electncit> and diesel foi 
the pumps, brought everything m 
nought The crops dried up Thi> 
ini dnt losses for me of uplo Us 4 00) 
to 6 000 for the seeds and labour If 
thf <iops were pioduced thi v would 

Va ,'7”' Js II'- 

1 0 000 So f hei^< ^fForti\tl\ lost 
aiimnd Rs 20000 This is aRo the 
lot of every othir ‘prosperous’ 
pc isiint in Bcjapur ’ 

SpjMking about the drought the 
suMiwsional magiilrale ol Kerjkat 
said that all the 450 viliapis in 
Jalalpur MuHigang Kcrakat and 
Uoini under the Kerakat sub-dnision 
hue been hit bv the diought Water 
baieJv reaehes the pumps from the 
vdiitjus canals bc-eauis the suh 
division IS situated at the tail end ef 
tn< ireigatcd area the point tailhrst 
troiii the water 'ourre fxn uops 
in the eommaiid aie i are thenfeiM 
diving nmic are 85 publie tube 

delerlue and 11 an nut wniKing 
bt-eause at niinot defects A numbei 
or pilva^ tubewelU pioviele the 
much needed relief Last yeai there 
were JOO iiiiiliine ties ol miilall till 
Augu,t and tins veai the i amt all lor 
the same period was 9J inilU metres 
onls On SepUnitHi I, Uit raintall 
letoided was I millimeties and Sep 
tesiiibei J It was ti j millimetres ] his 
was baldly sulheieiit toi the khaiit 
eiop, und then is no hope of any 
muie lainlall now beeause- the taiuy 
se asou l> almost over 
Aeeoiding to llama.hiay "Vadav 
who owns len acies in Oama and 
Utlkhaia thin jie- about 2o0 
tamtlics m the two Milages which Ull 
roughly 4 a 0 bighas ol laud Apait 
Irom a lew Yadavas. the le^i U!l no 
inoie than 5 lo 111 aeits each Among 
ihmii ait haiijaiis Jhakuis Koiris 
and Lohars liieie es a public pump 
mai the haiiian basli m Gama 
though there aie about U» to 1/ 
pumping sets m lUe village ibis doe s 
not appeal to help this is evidcni 
from the sight at the maui piania 
lions where despite? the piesenee ol 
lubewtlls and pumps Within close 
reaeh, the erops have drierd The 
pumps are not woikmg lor the lack 
ol diesel 


The tormei Mim-ite-i and MP from 
Keiakat Ram Sagar Smgb is more 
won led about the lahi than the 
kbaiit Clop According to turn the 
drought powj, a grave thieat to the 
rabi iietp since the farmers have uo 
seeds to plant due lu the eiuptailure 
And tioverument help has also not 
he 111 loniietmimg 

Ml N A tisUManathau. Jauupui s 
young and emiiusiasuc DM said that 
Hops worth Its lb cj-orcs were 
damaged in the area A tuodtui 
Wmk piograinmt tavulmig a 48-km 
stieteh ol road has been started Ot 
the SUI pubUL tubewetls only 423 aie 
working We bcaid a stiange eom 
plaint in the DM s uthce ol the- buit 
cuse-es of water cannarKod toi Jaun 
pm and uuiiaupur omy sou oie hemg 
leceived Ut this jaunpurs due 
snare is 40 per cent hue it ts only 
fcectyiiig 2 j pei exnt Un 5i.pteiiib- 
tr 0, me UM wrote in piiitesi to tnc 


(4 


State Government, against the in 
^equate arrangements made for the 
aisirici I he liM confessed that only 
17 pci cent of the arable land in his 
distnet was iirigaWe. Mr Kedar 
Nath, a peasant in Kcrakat complain 
ed that the lilt imgation tcdimquc 
was not woiking Most private tube- 
wells have slopped working for lack 
of powti 01 diesel 
The Govermneut has announced 
that the consumption of electriutv m 
Cities will be lestiicted to save more 
power foi the villages According to 
the new rovtt-r power cuts are to be 
cffcetivc on one day from J2 noon to 
(• pm and on the next Iruiii 6 am to 
12 noon and so on on alternale days 
Villages are supposed to receive 
power tor b hours evtry day But 
farmers eomplam of reiiivmg power 
for not moH than two to three horns 
tvery day and this too between 
irreguiai inlcivals I’own cuts re 
suit in pioblfins in operating ckcfric 



Honumon Frasad Smuh 


pumping sets There is another pro¬ 
blem Power for irrigation is sup¬ 
plied at night but the peasants are 
unwilhng to work at night because 
of the feai of snakes wfairh abound 
in the helcLs The ineonvement hours 
of power supply havi angered the 
villagers who tllegedU beat up the 
ehctrmty evcnitiye engine "r Mr R 
N Singh on Septembei 4-5 
Mr Biiendri Pntap Singh of 
Sakhcti villigi Itlkuig a^ut a 
fellow fiimcr Kc-dai Nath Singh 
who owns a foingn tiartor said that 
beside' plcuirhing 20 icTrs of his 
fKcdirsV hnd tht tractor was being 
used to ploiifh hundreds of acres of 
other farmers hnd at a rale of Rs 
15 10 40 pii acre (The differing 
r lies wt It due to tiu different uses 


the tractor was put to) Mr Birendra 
Pratap Siiu^ aaid that he had asked 
Kedar babu if be oould use bis tno 
tor tor ploughma four bighas of his 
own land, to whuti the latter reidied 
that he would lend it only if given 
the diesel "For the last 10 days my 
men have been lookmg for diesel m 
the aty but in vain." Aceordmg to 
the local JanatafS) leader Mr Hanu 
man Prasad Smib. the ten to 12 
petiul pumps in the erty have not 
been able to obtain suffiaent diesel 
and whatever little they have is be¬ 
ing sold at the exorbitant rate of Hs 
3 30 per litre in the blackmarkct 
whcieas the actual cost is Rs 1 68 
pel litre Says Mi Hanuman Prasad 
Singh, ■ The Cmvernmcnt has announr 
ed that die^l will be supplied on 
production of ration cards but wtav 
has nothing been done about rt''” The 
racketing in diesel has already given 
rise to tcn-sion among the farmers 
Scimctime back the pesants and their 
leadcis gberaoed a petrol pump on 
the Allahabad Road in the Naigang 
mumcipalitv Accc'rding o a Mate 
meiit by a Government spokesman 
diesti pet mils shall soon he issued 
in the Jaunpur destne? under whi h 
30 litres per week are earmarked for 
pumping sets 40 hires per week foi 
tractoii, 40 litres pei day for Gucks 
and buses and 20 litres per day for 
jeep laxies I'his means a total of 
57 c kiiolities ot diesel will be sup 
pbed to Jaunpui every month while 
the actual demand in launpui is 
foi 1 (>00 kilolitres every month The 
gap between actual demand and 
the amount promised is obvious With 
prospects of relief in the villages 
decimmg a massive exodus has start 
ed towards towns and cities and an 
increasing number of people are tak 
tng to pulling rickshaws and work 
ing on ronstruction sites as labourers 
Only those who still have the courage 
and dele rmination to survive on their 
land have stayed back 

rhe exodus from the villages can 
have serious implications for the 
dgrunltural economy since when the 
time comes for the rahi crop to be 
town there will be few bands around 
The position oS foodgrains is yet to 
be ascertained The Government has 
opened some fair price foodgrains 
shops which are to sell wheat at a 
rate of Rs 138 per quintal The 
market pnee of wheat has meanwhile 
shot up to Rs 145 per quintal from 
Rs 120 per quintal a few days back 
This shows the enormous proffteenng 
m wheat prices The Government 
harp.' on the fact that there are large 
sto^s of wheat in godowns. hut has 
this helped check prices* As for 
loans to the peasants the radio ana 
newspapers announce that the Gov 
einmeot has deoded to stop tempo¬ 
rarily the process of recovery of 
loans But according to an exMP 
Ram Sagar Singh the Government 
areular to this effect insists on the 
repayment of loans where it would 
be easy to recovei them while not 
pressunsing the others The langu 
age being ambiguous the areular ts 
interprets according to convenience 
so that non payment of loans would 
appear in some rases to be acts of 
default and in others, condonabh- 


AccordinR to Mr Ram Suar Sin^h 
persons were arrested in Macchli 
^ Shahar for alleged default on Septeni 
bcr 3 ^ 4 j ^ » 

Tte famiNS are also worried about 
not getting the right variety of fodd 
er for their animals According to a 
note issued by the Government s 
Animal Husbandry department the 
fodder being given to the animals is 
unhealthy since K has not been abk 
to grow fully, and contains an aad 
(hydrocyanic aod) that is poisonous 
tor the animals and can cause death 
within an hour if consumed 'fhe 
effects of the acid can be seen m ten 
minutes the ammal develops Inrath 
mg trouble shivering and soon lalls 
unconsaous Animals can also dese 
lop a skm disease, whereby the skin 
starts peelmg off on consuming a 


poisonous plant Lantapa Camara 
This causes depth within 24 to 48 
hours The Animal Husbandry dc 
paitiiient has advised farmers to keep 
then cattle under the shade and in 
form vets on disc’overmg su<h symp 
toms Ihe Goseinment has not 
informed the farmers where such 
poisonous plants can be seen Resides 
which pool peasant would take the 
pains to have the plants m and 
around his gia/ing area tested in a 
laboratoiv' When arc the labors 
tones n the first plan > Meanwhile 
animils an fast d\ing and milrh 
cattli an tKing sold cheaplv One 
of the nasoii loi the increasing 
nunibii of animals dvins is the lack 
of dnnkini, witci Ikople and 
animals an bfiii, toned to drink 
dll t> w tU I 1 1 mil wt lls ind ponds No 


one feels the need to use bleaching 
powdei to disinfect the water 
The Government while not deny 
mg the news of tattle dying refutes 
the claims of human deaths due to 
slarvition Government ofliaals con 
tinuc to challenge such claims even 
going to the extent of asking foi the 
dectised pirshns names ind addics 
sts Some influential people say the 
deaths uc due to cholera It is a 
pointless cuntiovcis} foi the nim 
mon n.n however this makes no 
difli I (IK' foi him dc ath due lo 

stiiv It ti would me in dc itb caused 
bv II 'lutiition unhealthy dunking 
vvii tc Tliesc arc the reasons foi 
tliv deaths in Kciaka Do woids 
matte I' 

Aran Ran/an 


N O 1 all villages m UP and Bihae 
want rain Suipiisingly thiie 
are some which do not—precisely 
four of them Yes we want 
drought Wc don t want ram- M t 
want the canals m oui an i closed 
it It rains we are finished said 
Mr Rdjpati Singn a u ident nl 
Sikhoi village of Kcrakat tchsil 
in JdUDpui and rtintinued It 
veiu want to know the icaseins 
eomt and visit our village Aud 
so we did Kc'akat tchsil is ’5 
kiloinettcs awav Irum Lucknow 
Picssmen from the State capital 
had reported six staivation deaths 
A strange spectacle giceted us 
when we reached Sal^oi th 
mud bouses had developed cracks 
and about 25 of them bad col 
lapsed fhe fields around the v 
lage were covered with water and 
the «.oil was marshy Dry land 
was not visible anywhere The 
grcMind under our tecH was soil 
and wc soon realised that the 1> g 
of the chairs wt were sitting on 
had sunk into the {‘arth 
Rajpati Smgh told us the ic i 
sons foi tnis artiliual flood 
Some years back there w* re 
plans to construe t thi Jag 
dishpur canal which was sup 
posed to be 8 kilonii tn s loni 
it was meant to imgale the lickls 
with watei iiom the Goniti aiound 
Shivpun village But when in 
1968 69 the c-anal was inaiuuiatecl 
only 6 kms were completed Iht 
last two kilometres—the stuiagi 
aiea from where the iinutiiisid 
water was to lx chmnihd biek 
to the Goiiiti—^wis iicvei cmnplct 
ed As a lesult the unitiKiscil 
water instead ut being ehmiiilcd 
back to the Gomti spicid over an 
mea ot three to four sqiiiit lil> 
metres around Keiakal Ovii the 
years the inigation e mal sfh«nii 
biought in (rules of gallons ot 
water oi which only one htth wis 
used for irrigation puiposts lliv 
rest lust covcied the iiuimei 
^ saturated the soil and made i 


We want drought 
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asuns for this Ihe water aeeuinu 
lateeJ it Ihi roots of the plants 
e mscs the in to rot and the sally 
miue I ills which are under the j 
giound eoim Co the surtace with 
Ui< watci Ihis has eioded thi 
fertility of the soil In some places 
in Che villages little pools ot watei 
euulel be seen Ihe stagnant pools 
have become bleeding i louiids lor 
mos(]iiiio( ind the attendant dis 
(iis they br lu liliiia iiialiiia 
el Dimkiiig w tC< I too is a 
pieibkin since the vViUi in the 
wills his been polluted Bleaching 
puwdii IS haul to get Cows tuid 
othei mimil c innot gia/t anv 
wile M iiiey theie is mud all ovei 
Ihi tot i' imp pmdiiction his been 
icduced bv Hum fouitlis VNomeii 
hive been cvacuitcd md men 
si p In the opi n toi feai that 
theII houses mjfht lollip c at anv 
I oitii nl 

An Octobei 'i 197ft the llistriet 
Ml istiate ot laimpui visited 
s iklioi aftci a lot ot pe rsuasion 
A leport on the situation was given 
to him It g aid that the DM 
hid wrylv ririiaikcd thit ‘hi 
villipeis did not need puls lu 
di iw out witei lioiii tile will 
( iiiei the witei live! hid iiscn) 
VMien the tioveinmeiil tluioghl oi 
helping uu with iihef to the tune 
111 Ks 100 to Its 200 pel hv id the 
,>eopl( icfii id to tal it Ihi 
jiiiuunt ol d irn ige sulf led w is 
m llv Its 2.000 te. It 90 000 
I oil mini Hie ii(Hirt oi the Uis 
I IK I Mtii tide R 111 lakhs 
V I pint oil I using the will ot 
'll 111 its llowini thioiigh the 

II Klip it Sinrh said ihit 

the ( mil h old lx lo 'd lor i 
I t me \< uidiiu to iiini nt ii 
i ' " 1 1 I h h id h> n jx nt on | 

I d tip II < t> I (h III md 
It III II I u iiiipl ti 1 li 
Ihe eft iiillt 111 brou ll' file 
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Baglnnlng October 7 

This week the Sun alone is In Virgo Venus, Mercury and Uranus are in Libra, Neptune is in Scorpfo, Kgthu is in 
Aquarius and Mars is in Cancer Jupiter, Saturn and Rahu are conjoined ib the Sun The Moon wilt be moving 
through Taurus and Gemini from Aries 


ARIES (March 21 — 
April 20) An unexpect- 
ed journey is probable 
y . Keep away from quar- 

relsand erratic actions. 
Exercise caution and circumspec¬ 
tion in all your dealings l< you 
proceed carefully, luck will favour 
you in subtle ways This week is 
good for romance and matrimony 
Hor people in the fielo ot arts, suc¬ 
cess seems imminent Letters are 
likely to bring good news Good 
dates: 7, 8, 9 and 12 Lucky num 
bers: 3 and 6 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: North-east 

' TAURUS (April 21 — 

' May 22) Progress on 

’ I * '' the business front will 

' I ^ ' surely lead to finaniiai 

gams Your bad days 
are about to come to an end Don't 
lack solt-confidence Employers 
and those in authority will prove 
very helpful in the coming days 
Womenfolk will buy expensive cloth¬ 
es and ornaments This week is 
favouiable fur courtship Domestic 
and social problems must be solved 
peacehjlly. Good dates: 7, 8, 1l 

and 13 Lucky numbers: 3 and 9 
Favourable directions South-east 
and West 

' / .r GEMINI (May 23 — 

June 21 » Your fman- 
iSr’xT'y clal front will prosper 

■, Z^v, to no end You may 

‘ have to do a fair bit oi 

travelling too Some extra expend - 
ture IS probable this week Those in 
service may be promoted oi trans¬ 
ferred Mixing business with pleasure 
may prove fatal In the long run Your 
friends will inspire you The 
domestic scene will be a source of 
joy Good dales: 8, 9 and 12 Lucky 
numbers: 7 and 11 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: South. 

CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) This will be a 
happier and more suc- 
cessful week The stars 
promise a good time for 
romance and matr.tnonlal affairs. An 
elderly relative will prove helpful to 
your new ventures It Is likely that 
employers will favour you in many 
ways Womenfolk will show great 
cooperation. Do not oe extravagant 
Speculation will surely pay. Social 
engagements w,il keep you busy 
(Sood date>: 8 9 and 11 Lucl^ num¬ 
ber: 6 . Favourable direction: South 


e J LEO (July 23 — August 
V 22) Your intuitions and 
business acumen should 
1 help you to surmount 
‘ ^ problems on the finan¬ 
cial front Soon, many ot your recent 
problems will cease to bother you 
Help from ciders and secret sources 
will be forthcoming Forge ahead 
on dll fronts You are. however, ad¬ 
vised against making impulsive 
changes Be discreet in all your deal 
ings Do not feci shy to ask friends 
for help Good dates: 7 9 11 and 13 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7 Favourable 
direcliona: South and West 

* VIRGO (August 22 —■ 

{ Saplember 22) Employ- 
V \ ers and those in author- 
' Ify may piove to be 

very hostile Attend to 
business II would be really foolish 
10 neglect youi piofession The 
heart sho'ild not rule your head If 
you are careful and disrieol in your 
derlinqs luck may favour you You 
will make new friends the week 
The domestic scene will remain 

peaceful Do not und« rtake dubious 
love adventuips Good dales: 10 11 
and 13 Lucky numbers: 1 and !> 
Favourable direciions: South-west 
and North 

LIBRA (September 23 
, , ■— Ochtber 22) Youi 

B health will show signs 
j , of Improvement On the 
‘ ■ financ al front things 

are bound to brighten up Utilise 

hidden reserves of energy to further 
your plans Your ambitions are with¬ 
in your reach For property mat¬ 
ters this week will prove luckv 
Fxercise caution in romance Good 
dates: 7. 8 10 and 12 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 3 and 5 Favourable direc¬ 
tion; South 

- SCORPIO (October 23 
— November 21) Exer- 
E'* ‘ pircumspoction 

’'V and caution fn your 
' speech and writing All 
conespondence must be read tho¬ 
roughly. Examine all documents re¬ 
lating to business very carefully 
Guard against deception and theft 
In’portant paper should be kept In 
safe custody An unexpected event 
beyond youi control may put all 
yojr plans into disarray Keep your 
temper under control Good datea: 
8, 11, 12 and 13 Lucky numbera: 4 
and 7 Favourable direction : West. 


SAGITTARIUS (Novem- 
t'vL bar 22 — December 22) 

r Despite small problems. 

If ((t< this week will prove 

to be a happy one 
Luck will favour you in more than 
ofte way Those in authority will 
encourage your new ventures The 
financial front will prosper and 
your family will have a comfortable 
time rnfellectual put suits will pios 
per You are, however, advisiid 
against making eiidlic changes A 
short journey is indicated Good 
dates; 7, 8, 9 and 11 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 4 and 11 Favourable direc¬ 
tion: North-west 


, 4 ;; 
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^ CAPRICORN (Decejn- 
Vv ti t bar 23 — January 20) 

' .,'/4 ‘ Youi indomitable will- 
power and perseverance 
will help you to nego¬ 
tiate all obstacles placed in your 
path Push all your tiusiness affairs 
to the utmost Seek favours and 
make changes to achieve your goals 
An old friend will render invaluable 
service Keep away fiom gambling 
.tnd doubtful love adventures Modi- 
Inllon will ensure mental peace 
Good dates- 7 8 11 and 13 Lucky 
numbers. 3 and 9 Favourable direc¬ 
tions: 'North and South 

Aquarius (January 2i 
, — February 19) You 

t will achieve a fair moa- 

—■* sure of success Influen 
tial friendi and relatives 
will extend all possible help and co¬ 
operation Artistic and intellectual 
pursuits will prosper during this 
week This is the right period (or 
entering into new contracts and busi¬ 
ness deals Letters will bring good 
news Romance is Indicated Good 
dates: 9, 10 and 13 Lucky numbers: 
3 and 6 FavotiraMo direction: North 

^ ' X; W8CE8 (February 20 — 
yEi ***''®^ 2®) This IS a 
period of trial lor you 
* Patience and courage 

should, however, see 
you through this long and dark 
period Exercise caution in all your 
dealings You may have to under¬ 
take long journeys Devote time to 
business affairs The domestV: scene 
will be a source of joy and happi¬ 
ness. Good datae; 8. 9. 10 and 12 
Lucky numbers: 3 and 9 Favourable 
directions: North and North-west 

M B. RAMAN 





XARETYI 


chess 


(Mgerlan (Black) 




■<>AnhwpfcHlacrtfl- 

clal breakthrough 

IS. .. PbBP; is. VMM, Ch-OI; (maaanl 
Loeiny by force Retatlviely beet was IS 

17 RaNIPaR;1S.B-ONS.AeNimeowltch 
uesd to say, tha quasn la not a good 
blockader 

IS .0-01;1t.R-«l7,R-4M:SBLO--m-r 
K—N1; 21 N-MSt RaR; 22. NaR. and 
Btach ra a igned HlapoatUonhaafailan apart 
atthesaams On22 BaPmaataooufeie 
la 23 N-Ciei 0-K8 24 N(QS>-B7f^ R a N 2S 
NkR-t- K—N1 28 maUng 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 



ReeMiwi aHer Slaok'a IMS «»o*e 


dMSS fever 

CHFSS ts not d great spectator attraction 
Relatively few people have a aufficiently 
deep knowledge of the game to understand 
the ins and outs of a five-hour grandmaatar 
struggle, and even tor the fortunate minnrily 
the temptation to nod off half way through 
can be overpowering Vet popular Inierasi 
In chess Is undoubtedly high Viewing 
figures lor BBC-2 s The Master Qame are 
good and would m fact seem to exceed the 
number of people in this country who actu¬ 
ally do play chess It Is this Interest among 
people who presumably hove only very little 
knowledge of the game which is parhcularty 
fascinating 

Tha strangest example Is that of the 
Philippinas. hosts to the leoent tWortd 
Championship Match Chess is officially the 
second moat popular game/sport on these 
•lands first place going to. believe It or not 
bcwkat-ball (Tha hei^t of the average 
Filipino does not rise far beyond the level of 
Ronnie Corbett s kneecaps) Chess cover¬ 
age in the media is extensive, and Eugene 
Torre their first grandmaster enjM the 
same level of popularity as a Bobby Moors 
or a Henry Cooper in this country But and 
dlls 18 the intriguing bit precious few 
Filipinos understand tha first thing about 
ohw I can best illuatrata this by the follow¬ 
ing conversation which occurred when an 
ardent Korchnoi supporter phoned the play¬ 
ing hall during one of the World Champion¬ 
ship games to find out how her hero was 
gsHIng on ‘Who Is leading In todays 
game? aha Inquirad ‘Er - Mr Korchnoi, he 
Is leading, Ma'am came tha raply after 
some deliberation 

Oh goodi By how much Is he leading? 
This follow-up would haws stumped all but 
the grsalaat authorities on tha gome Er - 
wait Ma’am Mr Korchrwl he has played 32 
moves and Mr Karpov, he has only played 
Sir 

Today a game n from a country whore the 
people really do know what they are talking 
about - whan it comes to chess anyway - 
810 USSR 

Whits Dorlman Black Qrigorian 
Soviet Championship 1977 
King s Indian Defence 
1. R-OB4. N-KB3; 2. M-QB3.1»-«N3; 3 
R-IU. B-412. 4. 8. B-«2. 

0-0; 8. W-aS; R-M. 7. 0-0,0M-08; 
8 . 0-82. R-83. 8. R—01. 0-K2; 18. 
R-QS. R-«4, 11 Ib-MI, M-4M; The 
knight does not atdhd so well hers Better 
It M-K1 

1& R-Kia. M-N8:13. R—QOM. RaR; 14 


A SERIES of artldae by the veteran Hungar¬ 
ian GAza Ottllk In the American Brtdg* 
WorM crsetod a Wg hnprsaslon. baceuse 
many of the positions ha described ware 
aatramefy unuaual and aaai t iad to belong to 
the world of problem asMa r a Thaiaohiava- 
itiMtt at MiMlHiM In Owd Him, by OWik 
Mb Hi^ Ktliav (wMinn. ITJQ, 18 ^ 8 
aa ta bl i ftM AaiiraatiiaaMycdlttaiadlihaili 
ptavo It la a booh a h an a of Na aini. but 
laehniques Improve, tha Vienna ooupfonoe 
the wonder of cafe society, now aeems quite 
simpio I remember thw deal from the 
SHdRe world 


* 

8 

* 

*88 

V K8B72 
• 8873 
*74 


A83 
to 6 8 3 
Q J 4 
10 8 2 

N 

W I 

8 


* K O 3 
V AO J 

♦ 882 
* A Q J8 


* J 10 8 7 4 

* 4 

4 A K 10 
« K 8 6 3 


South plays In 3NT after East has openeo 
One Spada Spurning Ma portner'a suit. 
West loads die 8 of diamonds, which la 
eovarad by tha Jack and King Eastratumaa 
heart, won by the King, and a second 
diamond anablaa the dalsnao to taka tha 
first lour tricks East exilB tvlth * J 
South, on the surface, haa nirw tricks 
—ihraa apodea. three h 88 m and (at least) 

vifw OTNM* oui wtw wy p*oswni9« 
Oaolarsr reae h aa thIa-pnilMen 


* S 
*88 
8 7 

• 74 


• AS 
V 10 

♦ - 

* 10 8 2 


N 

W B 
8 


• K 3 

• — 

♦ — 

* AO J8 


• 10 8 

• — 

♦ — 

• K 8 $ 3 


South may play the King and Ace of 
apada a , but whst next? The heart 10 
squaezos him and if he doesn t load the 
heart he can make only three clubs But try 
overtaking • K with • A and leading V 10 
now East Is the suftsrsri 


TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



ExhlWtlone hold during the Edwardian era 
01 ^lis Court and In the Qraat White City at 
Shaphard’B Bush ware not oommemoralad 
by the laaua ol apacial postage stamps but 
asveial ware advertlsod by stamp-lika pub¬ 
licly labels Having no postal validity, lhaaa 
labM wsra naglemod by Edwardian oollao- 
tors and aoma types are now vary scarce 
ooatbig towards £1 Tha Imperial Intarrw 
tional Exhibition publlcisad by thw ambodl- 
mant of ‘Raoos and Commaroa' was oponad 
on 20 May 1809 by the Duke of Arc^l 

C.W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1. What Is white noise 7 

2 What is degaussing ? 

3 What Is economic warfare 7 

4 What was Festung Europa? 

5 What Is concrete poetry? 

6 What Is a Skinner Box? 

7 Who coined the phrase ‘Theatre 
of panic'? 
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Basic to a beautiful bathroom! 

Neycer’s exclusive range of designs and colours- 
and your exclusive touch 



Gracious homes not only in 
India but oserseas as well, use 
Neycer’s lovely and durable 
collection to advantage 
For your bathroom, too, choose 
nothing less than Neycer Add 
a personal touch with your 
own decorating ideas 
The Neycer range and >our 
imagination produce 
truly exclusive /Uh 

results' 

V 

Beauty in your bathroom 
beauty that lasts 


Binaca 

Toothbrush. 

Its safe 
'rounded 
bristle tips' 

do not 
tear 

the , 
gumsi 





\ ( I K cl Toothbrush for all ages, 
II Mr fMonces 


CIBA-GEIGY 



70 


^fr7did'c> largest selling toothbrush 


OBM 496S 





4 ^ 
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HTS SO PUMO HE5 PROSASLV NEVER 
EVEN HEARP OF BEETHOVEN' J 



COMEC-N STUPIP CAT, TELL US WHAT 
lOU KNOW ASOUT BEETHOVEN / 






An explosive & startlingly candid study of" 
the life ft world of high priced Sex Girls 

*Tlie ‘Indiaii 

Call Girls 

Dr. Promilla Kapur 

Based on ytars of resparrh and hundreds of 
•rnefvicwb the book penetrates the secret 
murky underworld of Indian Call qirls college 
girls single gir's married women divorcees 
and widows who rarely erijoy their business 
but are willing partners for anyone who can 
pay the f price 

'f jsnn ir/ny \ttrk rpality 1 ht author hdi 
not It t prudi ry irthibit her pratentetion 
of tht snual dele I' each rase 
plunges us into a ntien wortd of 
Lorripi lling reahty 
The lllustriited Weekly 

d fisciiiJting boot on thp murky 
underground worla of caff guts in 
India ft explodes the traditional 
myth of the SAT! SAVITftI 
^ Indian women 

RS.14/- Today 


AVAILABLE AT ALL BOOKSHOIPS B BY VPP 
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1979 

BRILLIANT’S 
YEAR OF 
TRIUMPH 

IN IIT 
ENTRANCE 



Phahalrwar Aiimnr Pandil 

Placed seiond among 460 
declared successful m the East Zone 

IS BRILLIANT 5 CANDIDATE 

P K Panda is 1?th m India 




MmitHut of Dhanhod IJI First in 
India and br nmd m India unonq 
thr bdPClid SC CANDIDATES 
are BBILIIANI S &1udr>nts 


6 MORE, or 
BRILLIANT S 
STUDENTS WERE 
RANKED AMONG 
THEnRST ALL 
INDIA HUNDRED 

Dm* IIU*n 3 t 

*.PIted» liKlum' 

* P AmmlHiiMnPiMer ** 

V S SwntapArlMeaM M 
T Bi waMi e e llliaeM H 
R AnMe-RMrn *1 


54 of the 152 selected 
from Madras City are 

BRILLIANT'S 

STUDENTS 


BRILLIANT 

TUTORIALS^ 


17 MaOanMn Mudat SI T Nagar 
Maifcaa 600017 Phona * *47068 


-iioooe 


5 Month Postal "Rimonfor IIT Entrance 19B0 
Comniencas October 1979 





























My shirt, yes., .but my 

Manorama 


Year Book...No! 




YEAR BOOK 
1979 

The indhpensibb 

reference Book. 


920 Pages 
Rs. 20/- 


Postage Extra 


There aie some books that you would rather 
keep for yourself Manorama Year Book, 
for example Take the 1979 edition It s a 
first rate reference book. Up-to date. Accurate 
And lucid You woutdn t like to part with it 
for anything! 

Science & Technology Essential inform¬ 
ation on spate medicine and health, 
progress of science inventions and 
discoveries etc 

History h Culture* The World—from 
prehistorii times—and India from 4000 B C 
upto the piesent days Sketches of eminent 
men who have moulded human culture 
The World A review of all countries 
India Includes a new feature on all states 


Special Feature An authoritative article 
on the Marine Wealth of India 

Manorama Year Book—the fountain of 
knowledge Get your copy today* 

How avaUabh at all laadiog bookstalls. 


A prestige publication of 



MALAYAU MANORAMA 


Kerala a largest circulated daily published 
simultaneously from Kottayam, Calicut and Cochin 

90th year of publication 

Circulation nearly 4 5 lakh copies a day 

Readership near'y 70 lakhs Lowestmilie rate 
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RAIPUR It was a straoKe mariiaxc 
— to please the God of rains, Inrdra 
in a villaxe 30 kni froip Mahasamund 
in the drought hit Raipur distnct 
The “bnde” and the ‘ brideRroom' 
were kept in separate pots Th'*v 
were loads Ihe marriage was per 
formed with all the formalities in a 
speaal “mantap” at an auspiaous 
time workd out bv pundits Fhe wed 
wding ceremonies were conducted bv 
^ women — men were allowed only to 
watdb—amid chanting of mantras lol 
lowed bv a community least for all the 
villagers The bride was named 
“Macbb Ram” (Queen of Iish) and thi 
bridegroom “Meghraj" (The King of 
Clouds) The two toads were then 
ceremomouSlv let into a tank — Dee 
ran Herald (Arasu Bangalore) 

NhW OLLHl Two young men iund 
ot hveiy convM'sation with young 
girls on the phone found that tht> 
had dialled the wrong number Ibi 
girl, a sohoolteduhcr in north Delhi 
they had been dialling, proved too 
smart lor them She not only taped 
their love talk on the phone but also 
invited the young men to come over 
As the two leached the teachci a 
house, they found to their chagiio 
policemen ^nd not their ‘ love ’ — 
klhe Hindustan Times (Dunder Raman 
DeUut 


pr /( 30 fof the entry given first 

JAIPUR One kilo ot hair was taken 
out from the stomach of a boy dur 
ing an operation performed by a doc 
tor at the Mahatma (knidhi Hospital 
tn Jodhpur recently The 18-ycar-old 
boy. Ram Kishore of Cioveniment 
Higher Secondary School^ Nagaur, had 
been fond of lating hair for the last 
16 years, it is said He gradually 
developed a tumour and had frequent 
stomach ache. Last voar. Dr Smgfavi 
operated upon a woman also of Na 
gaur distiict and took out a bunch of 
hair weighing 7S0 grams — Deccan 
Herald (P S Rao Udiw) 

NEW DELHI About 50 to GO boys 
of St Stephen’s college stripped them 
selves neked sang and danced 
on Chattra Road, in between the 
Postgraduate Women s Hostel, and 
the Miianda Girls’ College Hostel On 
a telephonic message front Ur Kukla 
Dean of Sludimts Welfare Rnshanara 
police rushed to the spot at. 11 30 pm 
and found the complaint to be true 
They managed to arrest eight of the 
boys while the others ran away—The 
Hindustan Times (Rajesb Karnik, New 
Delhi) 

NEW DfcLUl A l&vcar-old son of a 
resident oi Ramkiishnapuram. New 
Delhi, hterallv tied himself in knots 
while trying to pull a fast one op his 
parents It is stated that his patents 
went shopping leaving him m the 
house When they returned they 
found him gagged, and tied to a chair 
They found that a cupboard had been 
ransacked and Rs 950 and a necklace 
were missmg The bov loW them that 
someone rang the doorbell in their 
absence When he opened the door 
two men attacked him and tying him 
to a chair they lansacked the cup 
board and escaptd with ’’something’ 

Um panmts reported to the police 
Howevci during the interrogation the 
boy broke down and confess!^ that he 
had concocted the story. Theitatesm- 
an (Nandita Hhandakkar. New Delhi) 


ndia abroad 


NEW DELHI Australia s first HiQdu 
temple was formally opened at Sydn \ 
by Swami Ranganathanada of the Ram 
knshna Mission September 1, accor 
ding to rqiorts rereii^ from Sydney 
The funds for the Sn Mandir temple 
situated at the Sydney suburb of 
Auburn were raised by the Sn Mandir 
Sodeity, an assoaation of Indians in 
Australia The images for the temple 
are expected to reach Sydney shortly 
According to Dr Anand, the sodety's 
president, Sn Mandir aims to bold 

J snguage classes and Fehnous semi 
Isrs Mr I 4 . N. Btrla is the president 
of the Sn Mandir—The Hmdu 
SEOUL. Hot pepper, worth 1.5 nul- 
uon dnOars, unponed from India was 


burnt to ashc-s by South Korean ofb 
aals on September 2, according to 
the Agncq)turo pnd Jisbcry Ministry 
This was part of 2 500 tonnes of hot 
pepper the Korean Guvt.niment im 
ported from India last year which 
turned out to be inedible because oi 
harmful colounng matter antiseptic 
and other alien substances mixed in 
the com-nodity, the Ministry said Mr 
Nam Wook vice Agriculture and 
Fishery Mimster said the burning was 
made at the request of importers who 
did not want th^r pepper returned to 
atve freight diargte He added that 
^ Ind an cxpirters promised to 
compensate fw the destroyed pepper— 
The Hmdu 


Without comment 


THF President Mr Sanjeeva Reddy 
will have to go if the Janafh Party 
got an ahsolue majority m the ele- 
rtions—A B Vajpayee 

I AM a simple man. All my 
dependants are in service, not 
business—Cbaran Singh 

TARKESMWARl SINHA was the 
most undigmfied woman Parlia 
ment has ever had—M 0 Matbuii 
LIKb tuberculosis, Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi, destroyed the backbone of 
ih*. Congress—Devaraj Urs 

THE CPI IS the country’s pohbcal 
fnvahd It has so far stayed in 
Ihe Ckingress(I)’s pocket but we 
don’t want to have that situation 
anv more—C M Stephen 

1 WILL chaM- Rai Narain hkc a 
torpedo through the constituency . 
My aim is to become the Pi line 
Minister, ultimately -I S Johai 

Mr Devaraj Urs is the new star of 
the south After using like a 
meteor he is certain to plunge 
into the sea—S K Palil 

IT IS a good thing that wi did not 
agiee to India s suggestion to res- 
tnet the number of bouiueis to 
two per over otluiwise Kaisan 
Ghavri would hast bon in tioubje 
—Bob Merriinan M in igi r of the 
touring Australi in ti im 


humour lu real life 



THE lONG delay of the Indian 
Airlmes flight had thoroughly 
exasperated flu passengers So 
When they were finally aboard 
and the air hostess was serving 
fruit juice one paitirularly nasty 
passenger said Haven t you got 
simethmg more hot to offer’” 
The air hostess k plied ‘Would 
you hke to tiv rny temper sir?” 
—leju Pagedai Cakutta 

ADVERTTSrMI NT at a lottery 
comer "Buy one ticket and you 
become Muqaddar ka sikandar”— 
M. Bamah Dibrugarb 


MwMnUalik 





The Bazigars 


a precarious 


wKKi^ The Bazigars of Khanna in 
Punjab were professional acrobats. 
Who risked life and limb to keep 
body and soul together. 

Today they face nothing more 
dangerous than the kick of a cow 
being-milked. Because Bank of India 
has financed the Bazigars for 
purchasing milch animals. 

Today they live in pukka houses set 
in a colony resembling a 
co-operative dairy farm. The income 
from their dairying has brought to 
them a prosperity they never knew. 

Just another instance of 
Bank of India's concern for the 
weaker sections of society. 

Secure your future with India's 
largest nationalized bank. 


Bank of India > 

lA Gov*rnm»m ot in(|t« UndtnMingi J 

mitre itnlM makts the dlffereme. / 



daCiinhd-BOI-68 
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Calling girls 

who like the liberated look 


NAGDA PROMISES TO MAKE HEADS TURN YOUR WAY 



Sse the latest arrivals m Top Dyed Terrywool, lexturiserj Summerlene Suitings andF'cirty Miirtings 
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GiPeytHir house the 
festive look* 

With Bombay Paints 
your walla 
resound with mirth, 
yn«irwin<}ovtfs breete in 
good ciiaar,your doors 
swinglls^t'heartedly and 
you im the oeiiing'with our 
va<dt range of colours. Making 
yo^r entire house celebrate the 
rituai of odours. . 

Bombay Paints are easy 
to apply, cover greater areas 
and last tohger than 
any odter fiahft. 












Bombay 

paints 

& ALUeO PRODUCTS UD. 

Kiogami Pmits-best in ilw km ^ 


»iiMs.»r.ai>.2X> 
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A blistering sun, temperature 42°C, 
blinding dust filtby, jgreen water 
from a dying creek to drink ... and 
the work: carving a road on a 
hot mountain ... 

and yet they're as happy 
as a flight of sparrows 

Thty liv( in mud daubpd huts in forests on hilltops but their huts are 

spotlessly titan 

A handful of riti and salt or just a few roots and leaves that s what 
thev tat »nd •^'ty know not what the monow will bring 

1 raders and moneyli nders live like parasites on them and their 
produt e and sadly they bear their unfair burden without a murmur 

To fret them from exploitation we re helping them in vaiious ways 
consumption loans for the lean season marketing their produce at the 
best prices fighting for their rights 

Vou too c >n htip by buying their quality produce rice jowar tur 
waiai bhaqar gum groundnut hay mohuwa seed 

If you plan to pitasi toi tict U' 

Prosperity of the tribal* that's the reason for our existence 



mohoro/htro /tote cooperative 
iribol development corporation ltd 

V pv' ^ * V eriashiv Ft.t^ Puiu 411 OW 


REGIONAI OFTICES 

0 OH? 2 Ar t S (Iv B1 w» w. 1 i h 1 1 1 1 n* 411 

• Ciit iiju H 4l Ni ik 

• r Idk K O t 1)1 jU 

• Wa/alwir ( ry H i S<1 > i N iijpur 441) ()il> 

• Fatidktr C >i >t y Yt jtmdi 

• Nil f \ \ t <)M » ' II 
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We are more than just Fladilight 
maiHifacturers... 

...and it was time our name reflected it. 


From ElaetzopUtiBg to 
lUthUghti mlaUtvro balbo 
dry cells 

We started off as electroplaters 
Then came flashlights & miniature 
bulbs and close on their heels 
came dry cells And today Ceep 
IS the second largest manufacturer 
of dry cells & flashlights m the 
country with a range of 18 
different types sizes of flashlights 
& S varieties of cells And yet our 
name reflected only flashlights 







Soon hosioty ft food products 

Soon, Ceep will mean even 
more Like hosiery—a range of 
vests and briefs that will bear 
the stamp of Ceep s consumer 
marketing expertise will come to 
you through our vast retail 
network And in as divergent a 
line as food products that will 
combine economy with excellence 
of quality 


A new dynamism a new name 

With all this activity a change in 
name was really inevitable—a 
name that reflected the diverse 
fields of Ceep s current activilies 
& future plans - Geop Industrial 
Syndicate Limited But beneath 
this new name will be the same 
irrepressible quality the same 
hnesse the same dyr amism all 
symbolised by the same brand 
name that today is a household 
name- Ceep And thus begins a 
significant era with a bright 
successful past hghtuig up the 
t ay towards a new horizon 












Geep Flashlight Industries Ltd. 

now becomes 

Geep Industrial 
Syndicate Limited 


Reqd. Office : 28, South Road Allahabad 



(A Sh«z«ani,{Uiterprise) 

. 







with ELEC rRlQUE talc 


Regular size I Mini 

gjenteel Beauty Soap I gienleel Beauty Soap 

with 400 gm. I with 100 gm. 

ELEClTtlQUE Talc I ELECTRIQUE Talc 



From the beautiful world of Max Factor ...naturally 













WE 

RE/VCH 

YOUR 

HEART 

THROUGH 


Cosmic brings another 
Dependable and 
Sophisticated model for 
your Stereo System, the 
Cosmic Co 100 Solid State 
Amplifier It synchronises 
accurately with any low 
voltage signals to magnify 
them to the desired 
degree with low Distoitior 
and can be combined 
with Stereophonic or 
Monophonic Systems The 
Solid State Circuitry gives 
instant warm up and 
helps keep down 
heat genei ation and 
consumes less curient and 
has a wider Frequency 
Response Additional 


Phonographic inputs enable 
Record Players equipped 
with Magnetic or Ceramic 
Cartridges to be played 
with It Also incorporated 
are some special features 
like Balance Control, 
Loudness Control Main & 
Remote Contiol for 
Stioskers Mictophone 
input and others The full 
(I nipleinent of Controls 
help* smooth opeiation and 
sound technical perfection 
And all this comes to you 
enclosed in a sleek 
veneeied cabinet that 
matches sui>erbly with any 
Steieo System and blends 
with any decor 


YOUR EARS... 
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TMADE REPRESENTATIVE AND SERVICE CENTRE 


TAkULNAOU 


STEMO SOUND CENTER 
7 Wood* Road Mount Road 
MADRAS 600002 Phona 82599 

KAANATAKA 

NUSOUNO 42 Nataaimhaiaia Road 
BANGALOHE 560 002 Phone 24046 
SASTCAN AeaiON 
OUNteS 128/18 Harm Road 
CAICUTTA 700026 Phone 4813 J8 


NORTH MCIA 


HIMSONS ELECTRONICS 

12 Angooii Bagh Market 

DEI HI 110006 Phone 26910‘l27B728 

MADHYA RRAOeSH 


MUSIC PALACE 82 Kothari Market 
M Cr Rr>ad INDORE Phona 18857 
GUJARAT 

MUMTA TRADERS Joglakar BuiMtng 
Anindpufs BA ROD A Phonp 83693 


Manufacturers 

cosmic Rnoio 

Bombay 400 093 ’Tel bn 101/be' 
•GRAMS SOI IDSTATI 

Di'Uiliutt I 
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INDIANS KIN GS_ 

INDIA KINGS IS tbe most expen 
sive brand of agarettes manufac¬ 
tured in the country Lately be¬ 
cause of the squeeze on tbe im¬ 
ports of tobacco. India Kings 
lemains the only agarette which 
uses ten per cent of imported 
tobacco ITC cut down manufac¬ 
ture of this brand and has moie or 
less stopped its sale within the 
country But there are somi 
WlPs who are prosperous and 
resourceful enough to smoke the 
best agaiettes in the woild, and 
because they fct‘l impclli'd to pro 
jert their "swadeshi culture", have 
to settle for the Indian brand 
wbich comes nearest to the for 
eign one India Kings choose 
themselves 

ITC Has been manufactuiing 
about b.OOO speaal India Kings 
packets a year foi the Indian Pie 
sident I be agaicttc is the same as 
the ones ordinary mortals get ex 
cept foi the Ashoka emblem 
stamp on th^ packets and a label 
which says “specially manuiactur 
ed fni the Rashtiapati Bhasan’ 
Ilosvesei m orck'i to isoid the 
additicmal costs insolsed and also 
the problems of pioducing a small 
numbei ot ugaietlcs foi exclusive 
Lonsumption IlC has not teen too 
enthusiastic to oarn the honour of 
m-ikiiig (igaiettis toi India’s 
Head ot State Incidentally some 
time ago when the President !VIi 
Sanite-va Reddy was in Hyderabad 
be felt bke smoking and demanded 
India Kings But they weie not 
available This created panic 
among the President’s mimoas, 
Mho in tuin took it out on tbe ITC 
Nom It IS learnt that ITC will 
manufacture specially made for 
Rashtr,ipati Bhaviin India Kings 
(or Ml Reddy once agala 


TROUBLE 


MR SANJAY GANDHI, as usual, 
b behaving as if be is above all the 
bw courts And lately his beha¬ 
viour, whicdi was never anywhere 
Dear being gentlemanly, has cron 
ed all limits of accepteci codes of 
nod conduct The way be and bis 
Youth Congress hoodlums stormed 
theDehra Dun Court last month 
and ransacked the august 
wnmiMs is a reminder of the sniff 
Mrs Gandhi’s enfant terrible is 
made of The Sanyav marauders 
tore off the clothes of the GBI 
counsel and even went for the pre¬ 
siding ludge, who managed, in the 
sick of time, to take shelter in an 
ante-room The Sanjaysena was 
looking for the records of the road- 
tollers case, but fortunately the 
court ‘munshi’ had the sense to 
save them before the hoodlums 
could lav their hands on them. 

For the same flagrant violation 
of decorum, any other uerson 
would have been sutiimarilv un 
prisoned, but Mrs Gandhi’s Sanjay 
got away For much lesser crimes 
■—for example for the violation of 
Section 144 — people have been 
thrown into jail but Sanjay can 
go scot free even with the gio 
sscst desecration of th" ludicnary 
without so much as a warning 


MORE TRO UB LE _ 

FOLLOWING his brave and heroic 
get in the Debra Dun Court, Mi 
Gandhi on his way back to Delhi, 
knocked down a villager some¬ 
where in Meerut district The vic¬ 
tim’s aims and legs were broken 
Sanjay after one look at the man, 
who was bleeding profusely flung 
two ten-iupee notes at him with¬ 
out getting out of his c:ar lu the 
meantime a passerby pleaded with 
Mr Gandhi to at least drive tbe 
victim to hospital But Sanjay 
couldn’t care less flung another 
tenner and drove his blue Matador 
away The pool victim who came 
under Mi Gandhi’s wheels, lay 
helplesslv on the road for over 
four hours before the police amv 
ed on the spot to take him to the 
hospital The X rays reveal that 
the victim sustained multiple frao 
turcs all ovci his body that would 
take months to heal 
Inridentalh the national Press 
•penalK the chain that sees noth¬ 
ing Miong m corruption amongst 
politicians fust not give a 

dimeforthesc two stones One para 
was written about the acodent 
and a couple on the cxiurt-ransack 
•torv 



TROUBLE AGAIN 

ON AUGUST 8, hsteners of 
die Gorakhpur Station of Ail India 
Radio were rudely jolted when, in 
the midst of a programme, they 
heard raucous slogans of "Indira 
Gandhi nndabad’’, "Sanjay Gandhi 
nndabad” and “Desh ki ncta 
Indira Gandhi" The slogans came 
on tbe air while a programme for 
farmers, “Gram Jagat", was being 
broadcast Who shouted tbe slo¬ 
gans’ Who else but Brij Narain 
Sbarma and Umesh Tiwaiy, two of 
Mr Gandhi's proteges, who had 
barged tbeii wav into the small 
AIR studio, taking everybody by 
surprise. 

The authorities have kept the 
Incident a secret and the Press, of 
coarse is not crncemeiL The 
thought of Sanj and his pet 
"durbans” fornng lueir way into a 
prohibited area should alarm any¬ 
one entrusted with the security of 
Oie cxmntry 

TRADITION DIES 

TWO cases*of choice varieties of 
imported liquor’ and ‘Indian made 
foreign bquor weie seen being 
carted ou. of Shastri Bhavan on 
>’bc September 17 afternoon. 
Apparently these were s ocks kept 
In bond in the PIB for being 
served to foreign correspondents 
whenever tbe prinapal informa- 
‘lon officer met them This was 
an old practice, but was stopped 
when the Janata came to power 
So these bo tics of whisky gm, 
biandy, etc, were gatbermg dust 
in a PIB room They were being 
sent back to Ic Lxease Depart 
ment since the PIB had no fur 
ther use for them 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 
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Leonard preserves 
butter in Bangkok 


Leonard keeps 
chicken fresh 
in Chikmagaiur 


Leonard keeps 
Prashant smiiing 
in Pathankot 


Leonard saive. millions of 
families around the world 
ts dependebla comprassor 
and new ingenious drfrost 
system guarantee you long 
trouble free service 


When Leonard owners are 
asked about their refrigerators 
they just smile After all what 
more need we say about a 
friend of the family 


jeonard 


Since 1881 Trusted the world over 

Another quality product from 

miwiWBoe’ 

Leaders in refrigeration 
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1 Ik' i(\sio of 

Mangharain wafers. 

^cHi c <\n hear it ioiici atxl elear. 
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Munch two for breakfast. Crunch two for lunch 
N^tcap with two more. Mangharam Wafers 
The taste is so good you can’t stop with one! 

In debt ynmiiiy flavoars — 

* Pineapple * Raapberry « Mango * Lemon 

* CdTee * Chocolate * Orange * Honey 

^ Imangharamlirsons 

Bai^pdore 

Makcn the fl n cit Msenits^wafen it cookies 

Mangharam wafers. The taste that sounds good 














in the past, we got a few letter-bombs 
from a handful of our customers. 



we've cooled an tnat fire with our technical 
knock-out. The'high-impact* polystyrene liner. 


The high impact polystyrene 
liner Now that s a sound way of 
sealing the temperature inside the 
tridge Because it doesn t chip 
Doesn t rust Doesn t discolour 
And doesn t smell 

Well we d really like to thank all 
people who wrote letters to us You 
see It s helped make the Allwyn 
better 

A whisper-smooth 
compressor 

To be really frank some of our 
older models started developing a 
few snags Some people told us 
their fridge was too noisy So we 
developed a super compressor that 
runs whisper smooth On 30 , less 
power 

Auto-defrost with 
outside drainage tray 

Other people said that water from 
the freezer dripped inside the fridge 
Today s Allwyns have Auto 
defrost with a self draining 
system Something you should 
insist on when buying any fridge 


The defrosted water drains to a 
special outside drainage tray Nc 
dripping No mass inside the fridge 

The Roll-Bond freezer 

Today s Allwyn has the Roll Bond 
free/er where the cooling tubes are 
integrated into the walls itself So 
you get first rate cooling and quick 
freezing Which means increased 
operating efficiency of the 
compressor In fact only Allwyn 
offers you the Roll Bond freezer in 
India 

Of c j jrse most of the improve 
ments are a result of i ontinuous 
research and development But we 
do give a great deal of attention to 
c usU mer feedback 

That > how you got the second 
door n the Allwyn }00 India s 
only 2 in 1 

And tc day Allwyn offers you the 
widest range to choose from The 
fart IS Allwyn was the first Indian 
refriqpi itor to come on the market 
To a lot of peopk it s still Number 
One 


Take a look at today *s Allwyn. 


The Allwyn Range 



Allwyn 380 Allwyn 300 



Allwyn 298 Allwyn 165 Allwyn 85 


HAlalaW¥llI 

Better living starts with Allwyn 

THE HTDERABAO At LWVN MET Al WORKS LIMITEO 
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Your dream of living in your 
own nice little house 
will come true... 

If you act now. 



"Celebrate a wedding, construct 
a house You will know what you 
are in for" This is an old saying 
to emphasise and remind you 
that you will have to meet these 
big expenditures sooner or later- 
warning you to bo prepared 
Syndicate Bank makes these big 
expenditures sit lightly on your 
shoulders The easy way, without 
any strain All that you nave to 
do IS to commit yourself to a 
definite, time-bound saving plan 


mss SB 107 


at Syndicate Bank We have 
several schemes to help you 
meet your needs 
Act now today, for a better 
tomorrow Call at the nearest 
branch of Syndicate Bank We 
are waiting for you Rest assured 
we will take care of your money 
problems now or in the near and 
distant future 


OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 


SWAGRIHA YOJANA 


Deposit Rs 100 every month 
for 63 months You can get a 
loan of Rs 16,000 Invest 
more for higher sums 

AROGYA CUMULATIVE DEPOSIT 
This IS a regular Cunuilative 
Deposit and you can get a loan 
equal to twice the amount 
standing to your credit for 
meeting the medical bill at the 
time of illness Maximum loan 
Rs 5000 at concessional rate 
of interest 

SURAKSHA DEPOSIT 

A deposit of Rs 500 only for 
61 months gives you interest 
phis Personal Accident 
Insurance Cover 


c ) SYNDICATE BANK 

* - ^ Where your welfare and happiness is our concern 
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fbbrics from Ihe Most Modern Mill 

There are more than 600 Retail Showrooms throughout the country-one close to you 
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Freshness you can feel 
Proof you can see 

Sprinkle charcoal powder on water 
^N^Pour a drop of Binaca Top solution 
in the centre See how fast 
Binaca Top spreads in all directions, 
clears the dirt and leaves a pure, 
clear surface behind. 

This IS exactly how Binaca 
Top’s special dispersing agent 
spreads to every corner of your 
mouth—clears out tooth decaying 
bacteria and prevents bad breath 


' Offer valid W ^ 
. till 31st . ^ 7 


December,' 
. 1979. 


(A \ ' f ' 
SOMI:ONI: 
YOU [ X )V!7 

A YEAR OF 

8PAN 

love reading SB\N 


Mail with remittance of Rs 21 to 
SPAN Magaime Sohscription Service 
Pou Box 213 New De/hi 110 001. 


BINACA TOP 




Oivp SPAN at Rs ^1/ (lor 12 issues) 
to someone you love and got a unique 
ui In One bestsullei Itee It contains 
1) Sele< led Poems Warren, 2) The Fight 
Fur Quiet Berland ,3)The Sounds Of Resctie i 
The Signs 01 Hope Flynn and 4) The 
Attrrnativt Sot lety Roxioth 

Pleasi send SPAN is my qilt to 
[Nime(Mi Mis Mis 


[stale_PIN CODE_ 

11 eiKlose Postal Older Q Bank Uiaft O Money Order Ret eipt Q 


iSPAN, 


AN AMERICAN MAGAZINE FOR MDIA. 


• MAPP 1125 















Muxphy 5503 The all-new 3-band 
radio cassette recorder with 
crystal clanty. Hie Murphy 5503 is 
encased m a tough plastic cabinet 
It costs about the same as any other 
2-m-l, but with Murphy sound 
It can switch off automatically. 

A slepp switch that "witthi off 
m the amount of tunc it is adju ** (i 


iniciophone can be sonveniently 
used foi voice and sound 
1 ecoi uings The riiici ophone is 
seinitive enough to pick up sound 
( ven fiorn .i vli dance of 10 meties 
I heu s <1 plug for an external 
iiiK I ophone that can be used to 
H infoice the stiength of the 
lecc uling 


for S< vo'J ( an fall a et p 
hrtening to v-'U’ i i ii i Y( u drn t 
haveto''tiy iwatc to wit h il off 

It can record off the radio or a 
Uoe performance. 

Theie nc fuililn f i intrii hand 
extern il le f j 11 Ui< Imill ui 


It can tape a telephone 
conversation. 

You can rc coid a whole telephone 
(. nnvei salioribv u^inga picl up coil • 


Finally, the 5503 can also be 
nsod with an external 
lendspeaker. 

Listei' ' 11 C 550"^ Ihiough i*s 
built 1 udspeaker or through an 
fexif’nt loudspealei the choice 
IS youi 

The best b«y et the price. Oa meine 
er betterlee, yon’U thrill to the 
rlchneee, tone, texture of It* truly 
profeselonul sound. 

murphy^ 

You'll love theSeund. 
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new 7 -m-l: 
llurphu 5503 
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The 7 a.m. 
Experience. 


Shaw with the extra-thick, rich 
foam orrly Will tame Shaving 
Cream* can giw Do it lazily, 
pleasurably Indulge yourself. 

Then splash on a cold, thrilliqg 
palmful of Aqua Veiva aftershaw 
that clean, sophisticated and 
boldly masculine fragrance. 

Ahhh . 



AquaX^lva & 

Williams 
Shaving Cream. 

For the sheer, 
maniy pleasure of 
shaving... 

^Available in luxurious Lanolin Regular And super-cool Menthol Lanolin. 
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FREE 

with ELECTRIQUE talc 


Regular size 
^lenteel Beauty Soap 
with 400 gm. 

ELECTRIQUE Talc 




From th© b6autiful world o"^ Factor...naturally- 






















At the end of the 
winning game... 


Thirsty minds 
drink alike I 



ti*i^4/sn3av« 



For millions in Korala tha day begins... 

the momkig tea 
the morning bath 

and Kerala Itinimiidi 

KERALA 



..now with a new monogram. 


''Kaumudi" means nioonliqht in Malayalam 
The Kerala Kaumudi lias been a rising 
moon over the Kerala sky tor nearly 40 years 
now throwing light on happenings m 
Kerala and the rest of the world And now 
the Kerala Kaumudi has n new meaningful 
monogram that depicts what a gieat 
newspaper should alwa/s be doing 
filtering of news Yes the Kerala Kaumudi 
believes in filtering the news foi 
newsworthiness and piesenting you the 
gram sifted from the chaff 

The Kerala Kaumudi Its obn i tivo analysis 
unbiased editorial stance and searcn for 
truth put It in a class by itself 

And now, things are happening at the 
Kerala Kaumudi It is going through another 
phase of modernisation and expansion 
Ultra-modern printing machmory and 


equipment will I e installed Photo composing 
web offset and otiu i 'atest tei hniques will 
change the apiieaiance and readability of 
this popular paper It will soon have 
facsimile printing facilities to bring out 
a new edition from C.ii cut 

Get to know the Kerala Kaumudi- the 
informative oriel You vj.ll then mow wfiat 
IS hapjrening in Kciala anrf the i(‘st of 
the world 



Keraia Kaumudi 

The lo.idmg Malayalam daily 
pubtnhcd from the capdal i)f Kerala 

B P. No 77, Pettah, 
Trivandrum-695 024 
Telephone: 62020 
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(Sve your cKldxen 
love alia affection and 

CORPORATION BANITS 

VIDYA YOJANA DEPOSIT 



maa c8i 82 


The hiqhest form of wealth 
and nrhes is education—the 
most important tool for the 
progress of man m today's 
civfhsed society 
The twin needs of youi child 
are health and education 
which IS the theme of the 
International Year of the 
Child 1979 


Coi poration Bank s 
Vidya Yo]ana Deposit is 
exactly what your childi en 
need today An ideal scheme 
to help your children 
ptosecute hiqhei studies 
Meet the Manager of the 
nearest branch of 
Corporation Bank today 



Where friendliness is a tradition 

Corporation Baidc Limited 

K ’ ri Offi e Udupi Administt itive Off.ce M ingcilore 

Cliiitman NN Pn 
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Put 2i heaped tablespoons ol Aniul Milk Powder into a 
1 litre tumbler Stir into a smooth piste with u liitir 
warm water Add hot water up to top an i stir Milk is 
now ready for drinking Good for use in tr land toffee 
and for making cur js and desserts M ikes you thankful 
for Its convenient c Guarantetd puru 


MILK POWDER 
h’s like having 


Aimil 

''^h-K POWDE* 

hPfiAV ijt>lf U- 


[efi 

L^iiBilel 


Mdiki n d by 'jk'tjk, 
Guiarat Co opera'ive Milk MaiKttini) ‘ 

Federation Ltd Anand 


BSIfile IS No Mystery document 

No Mahamantia No Honispocus 

_ - No Abracadabra 

EQIfile IS just an assemblage of the 

most assiduously sifted problems 
in Physics 260 of thrm •‘eemingly 
impossible but will ci open if 
you hammer at them t ftly enough 
I'fTilFILE IS a collettion of 250 intricate 

innriv.ifiv* , roblems n rhysics,apDended 
to our Postal Tuition papers for the IfT 
Enti tni » Cxam 80 250 problems 
solvinri which you will feel you deserve 
the All India Number One c rnwii 
123 FILE IS for Young Genius 
173 FILE IS an integral part of 

BRILLIANT’S 

POSTAL TUmON'"’ ) 

forllT Entrance'80 

BRILLIANT TUTORIALS 

I 12 , Masilamani Mudati St.TNagar, 
i^jMadras-60D017 Phone 442099 

5 MONTH POSTAL COURSE FROM Qct 
ENROLMENT NOW ON 


'VbuCaoT 
Prevent 
Heaii: Attack 

DR.O.P.jAGGI 

sirian discusses IK 

and how of an HiliP***^*'**^ 

By the same authar 

MENTAL TENSION AND ITS CURE r> s/ 

It i\ a little pocket Biblf'on itrt’is gnd strain It 
tills us what not to do without huriii g our ego 
a piodiicl of specialists ptofe'sional etrpe 
rienri wisdom reseaii h and conclii ion 

NATIONAL HERALD 

Available at all Bookshops B by V P P 
Wr If f ir 1 FREE r ipy of Ontnt literary Review 

ORIENT mPERBACKS 

c c I >/ Madarsa Rd,KashiTiore Gate Delhi 6 a 




















^3 whIMS rpftS anfi iow hti& jii in<(>$iralttd 

> M f i t ***>«^' 

P/ " 


Sitiri (M tarlnSM 
ra«l«j|>a|na Ttw HMWts 
rwirdw Conaart II rM)a 
rUMUai^Mnlar 


oiisurin 9 mmimvni 
wear and timr 
mternat parte fake a 
took at the Swinger 
Tranemaina you II find 
(t aniaeltina in^da out 
Rs 5»7 * 


Maa rec ratail price met excise Taxaa extra 


His Master*s Voice 
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fashion fabiiis family fabrus Woin used and proudly displayed Tharkersey Fabrics Designs textures and colours 
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An eye-opener 

T IRTHANKAR GHOSH s article 
Dbanbad rrviuted Ihc Atofia 
still rules” (September 2) was wild 
and persuasive It bas open<‘d our 
eyes since be bas acquainted us with 
the nasty goings on behind the c."" 
tain A moral emerges Oui tiade 
union Icadeis and politicians organise 
strikes lor then peisonal aims and 
gams When there is vioKntx it is 


the innocent labourer who is often 
killed Indirectly, the leader is res 
Ppnsible for the poor worker’s death 
Hence, the leader is a murdeier 
Jagannatft OIcli, Bhubaneswar 

MR GHOSH'S aitirlc clcaily indicates 
the stage wt have reached when 
there is no respect for the law or Its 
keepers A strong man can take the 
law into his own bauds and dominate 
a certain aiea at his own will and 
pleasure Lven top ofilcials cannot 
set him right because he has a cosy 
relationship with the politicians If 
this process continues the day is not 
far ofl when cvciybody will be afiaid 
to walk on the stieet in broad 
davi.ght 

Bkupendia, Jarmhedpur 

‘THl niaha still rules amply demo¬ 
nstrates Ml Ghosh s hollowness of 
mind and lack ol pioper unde island* 
mg He seems to have a special 
fasunation for Mi kaipcKiii rtiakiir 
and juslifacs all the misdeeds pet 
petiat<>d by a prejudiced and biased 
mind, agaiiLst a section oi the people* 
whom he calls a mafia A man’s 
tailuie cannot be justified by blain 
ing otheis rherc is nothing wrong 
tor an MlJV to tollow the leader of 
htj (holeI and nothing uiipieccdented 
alxiiit a common in lu bt mg wealthy 
Lven Mr Kaipoo i rhakui the ideal 
htio of the uiithoi can be cited as 
an iXdinpk Bung a pool barbers 
son he managed to come to the top 
ol the State’s affaiis xnd even went 


a step forward in directing tbe State's 
policy m such a way that it not only 
demoralised the administration InH 
also caused the death of innocent 
people 

Brajilcui Smgh, Jamshedpur 

THF article on the mafia was superb. 
In fact the mafia coatroLs the Press 
too rwo English and one Hindi 
daily publLshed from Patna have .1 
luge ciiculation but they don't darr 
to punt even a single line cm the 
atic(iti<*!> committed by the mafia 
Now that the ball has been set rolhng 
they should come forward and start 
a campaign against it 
Asti Kumar. Dhanbad 

rai cover story on the mafia In 
Dhanbad pointed out the comfortable 
lelalionship between the pubhc sec 
tor organisation, Bharat Ckiking Coal 
Ltd and the maha That a trade 
union leader is more powerful than 
the ofticHrs oi the administration is 
only possible due to pohtical inter 
fetence* Dhanbad displays yet another 
instan<e of law and order falling a 
piev to politics and corruption 
Maharaj K Koul, Srmagar 

An 1 R going through the issue dated 
September 2, one is tempted to re 
(hnsten the issue ‘Violent SUNDAY’ 

I piesume that you have developed 
ii sudden taste for violence You are 
deviating from our Gandhian pohcies 
4rup Roy Choudhury Calcutta. 


Mis-read 

P RHAPS because ot an error m 
reading the* proofs a statement 
has been attributed to me, ‘Maicusc 
may be he aid yet” (Septembei 2), 
which makes me appear sillv and ill 
informed I did not write that 
Marcuse had proclaimed the establish 
ment of a socialist r'-public in Bavaria 
in 1918 after the defeat of Kauiei 
Germany in ihc* Fust World Wai 1 
only wrote that when Marcuse was 
young, a socialist republic bad been 
proclaimed in Bavaria 
Rajendra Maihur, Indore 

YOUR tribute to the great pbiloso 
pber, Herbert Marcuse, was timely 
His death went almost unnoticed in 
our country However, it should 
have been a httle mqre profound 
Marcuse was a Marxist but never an 
unaitical one It is said that a 
member of the Conservative Ijcague 
of his university pinned a button with 
the legend ’To Hell with Communism’ 
on his coat When be enteied his 
class he explamed to the shocked 
students that he had not resisted the 
pinning of .the button because he 
agreed with the sentiment it express 
td He said he would rather go to 


bell with Communism than stay in 
the US without it Ilis admiration foi 
Ckinimunism bowevtr, was not for 
the corrupt version practised in 
Russia and his Sovtet Marxism is an 
‘immanent critique’ ot the Soviet 
vcision of Communism Jli gieatest 
ftintiibulion to socitil the 01 v, in my 
opmion, IS his exposi of the tcilah 
tarian nature of the soaeties of thi. 
socalicid free wmld 

Lastly, a woid about Mr Matbur’s 
flippant thought” 1 want to dis 
abuse him of the belief that Marx 
was a lew aying for Israel only lo 
tind rt m the proletariat Maix was 
not born a Jew but a Christian Much 
ot Marxs system was antiupaUxi m 
the works of Hcg’l, I cut bach and 
even Ricardo Were they all lews' 
Ihe Bolshevik resolution suewdod 
bciause it went against the rouise 
prescribed by Marc The Mensheviks 
wh) interpreted Marxism litrially 
Wuiited to wait till a bouigeois slate 
wa* developed to the full Lenin 
rev sed Matxism and biought it up 
to cate lo suit bitnseli It Mr Matbur 
still thinks that Bolshevism was a 
Jewivhidia Iic'oninnndl H Carrs 
volumes on Che BuLshevik revolution 
Mdtcisc s thougnt IS in no way in 
fluenced bv his li wish pi rligrc'e 
G N Pham Kurnar (ultadi 


No collusion 

^■*Hl report efltitled “rhe OW 
k I ady and the Law” (September 
2 1979) is obviously a unevSided 
sioiy It is uiiiorlunate that you 
have thought it ht to publ^h the 
sami without checkmg up with lu 

In the leport you have referred 
to ‘some shocking facts about the 
attitude ot the top brass of Bennett 
lolenian and Company, publishers of 
The Ttmes of Iruba have been 
brought to hght This is an obvious 
reteicnee to the alleged collusion 
between the management and the 
woikcis umon foi the strike We do, 
hereby, c^atcgoruMlly deny that there 
was any collusion on our part with 
the striking union 

Ihc company had put up various 
notices lor stopping the strike and 
had pointed out that the stnke was 
illegal Ihe company did not ini 
Daily choose to go to court for de 
claniig the strike as illegal and com 
pcllmg the workers to come back to 
work since it is well known that the 
employees, m such arcumstances, do 
not come back to work Lven if the 
complaint had been made, it is very 
doubtful that it would have lesuUed 
m anythmg useful fbe strike was 
in the key sections like Rotary, 
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Excellence is the ability to perform weH in all conditions. 


Gem 

refrigerators 
perform best 
even under the 
most hostile 
conditions. 


That's because they 
incorporate the world's 
most advanced and 
perfected Compressor 
that has the lowest heart 
failure rate in the world. 
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Foori w«k(e « a national li ks 

Prmarv* it 


Faatura for feature. 

Gam rafrigaratora outscore 
rafrigaratora made by others 

Tests prove that Gem lefiiqerators hive 
the lowest cabinet temperatuio!. even 
under adverse outside temperature 
conditions Some brands of refrigerators 
do not provide eve n the minimum 
temperatures essential to preset ve 
perishables at test conditions of 43 C a 
temperature so common in our country 

Gem s highly sdvsni ed Pnlarspheie 
Compressor ter hnolugy cools bettei and 
fastei too I At ?7 lower power 
consumption Withstanding a wider range 
of voltage fluctuations than otheis 

The praciicel design of the Gem ciispei 
leiems “JO/, moisture vs 40% by some 
others, even in the coldest of inside 
temperitures This keeps vegetables and 
fruits garden fresh longer it a Gem 

Gem gives you 33% more freezer chest 
storage rapacity constantly lower fren/oi 
lemperattires and 3t / more ice fsstei ' 




Gem refrigerators have all other 
features you expect in e first rate 
refrigerator 

A single pier e high impact polystyrene 
linei without ugly metal joint > nr ojieniiigs 
through whir h water can leik into the 
walls and corrode them No question of 
food (ontamination too 

Low rondui tivity fibit glass wool 
insulation to prevent moisture from 
condensing on the exterior surfate 

Tough quality control stand trds to 
ensure technical excelleiii e and fewei 
service calls 

A range of b sizes Plus 3 si/es of Deep 
Freerers 

A five year warnntv for the hermetic illy 
sealed in system and one yeai lor the 
entire refrigerator 

Prompt alter sales service should you 
ever need it 

See B Gem at youi nearest dealer Todiy 


H GENERAL EQUIPMENT 
MERCHANTS LIMITED 

Ragd AHeadOIhre 3 30 I onnaught Circus 
NawOalhi 110 001 Ph 143008 341038 344713 
Delhi Bombay Calcutta Madras Bhopal 
Ahmadabad Bangaloie Chandigarh Cultack 
Ohanbad Cochin Jaipur Lucknuw and Bokaco 
Steel City 
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stereo. Biiidiiig, Proceu and other 
departments and production could 
not be carried out and therefore, the 
company proposed to dedare the 
lockout. The Industrial Court held 
that the lockout notice was legal 
and the strike was illegal and 
the High Court did not inn^re with 
this part of the judgement. 

Hie company had filed an appeal 
against the order of Justice Pendse 
Iwt in view of the settlement effec¬ 
ted in the meantime, the company 
withdrew the said appeal. All that baa 
happened in the company’s offices 
was the result of inter-union rivalry 
You know that it is usual tor rival 
unions to allege compliaty on the 
part of the company with the other 
union. In fact prior to the commence 
ment of the strike, although there 
were certam negotiations with Mr 
Kolhatkar's union on interim relief, 
no agreement could be readied with 


them as the company wanted that 
whatever the agreement, it should 
be placed betorc the Palekar Tribunal 
It is unfortunate that notwith¬ 
standing the coiupanv’s kc*enness to 
stay aloof, the rival unions have 
alleged complicity on the part of the 
company with the other union As 
regal ds the High Court's observa 
tiuns, wc have only to say that the 
court tame to the conclusion “that 
the allegation of cxillusion was nut 
without foundation" on the ground 
that the company had not filed a 
compidint against the striking work 
riien in the Labour Court, without 
appreciating that such a step would 
not have resulted in a solution to 
the pioblem. If the appeal was pro- 
< ceded with before the Division 
Ren'-h. oui position would have been 
properly vindicated. 

Ram S. Tamrja, Bennett Coleman & 
Co Ltd, Bombay 


Karpoori 
helped Urdu 

M HASHIM KIDWAI’S letter 
(Opinion, September 2) deserves 
some comments. Mr Kidwai asked' 
“Whdt status did Urdu enjoy in W 
mouliis that Janata Parly was in 
powci'’” I do not know what happen¬ 
ed in other States, but a process had 
started in Bihai in 1978 during the 
liinata rule under Karpoori Tbakur 
I who IS now with Lok Dal). Every 
school in Bihar is to select text books 
published by tbe Bihar Textbook 
Committee and that State Govern¬ 
ment controlled Textbook Ommittee 
did not publish textbooks in Urdu 
and Bengali in the previous ten years. 
/Vs a result, hundreds of Urdu and 
Bengali medium schools had to select 
Hindi textbooks for their students 
When Mr Golam Sarwar (now with 
Lok Dal) became the Secondary Edu¬ 
cation Minister in 1977. he reconsti 
tuted the Textbook Committee with 
Urdu-speaking and Bengali-speaking 
memibers, who arranged the writing 
and publication of Urdu and Bengali 
textbooks from 1978 Mr Sarwar bad 
a plan to allow private publishers to 
publish Urdu and Bengali textbooks 
for school students if the Bihai 
lextbouk Committee failed to publish 
all the textbooks in two languages 

Mr Kidwai should not ovcilook 
this fact for political reasons. May 
1 point out that tbe left Parties are 
also not free from anti-Urdu bias? 
The predominantly Urdu-speaking 
Fop.ia ward came under the C^r 
poratioD of Calcutta in 1954. But 
the area Is yet to have a inrimary 
school run by the Corporation or the 
State Government. Though the area 
elected two CPI(M) MLAs (one of 
them is on Urdu-speaking person) in 
1977. the Corporation or the Govern 
ment is yet to start a primary school. 

By solely blaming tbe RSS tor 
riots in Jamshedpur, w Kidwai like 
others is underestimating the com¬ 
munal forces in tbe steel town. In 
October 1978, the mini-riot in Jam¬ 
shedpur was started not by the RSS 
but by Congress(I) elementa. 

Ntranjan HoUlar, Cttlcutta. 

I WOULD like to highlight tbe fact 
that the Minorities Commission report 
(published after its visit to Janisned- 
pur and Aligarh) dearly states that 
the note in Jamshedpur and Ahgarh 
were not engineered by the RSS nor 
was there any evidepce against the 
RSS. It is sad to note that even 
learned persons like Mr Kidwai arc 
guided by political propagandists. In 
fact the RSS has done good work 
and continues to do so. In the re¬ 
cent disaster in Morvi, Gujarat, the 
RSS workers collected the dead corp¬ 
ses for cremation. The RSS is also 
constructing houses for vidims ot 
Morvi. Is the RSS not a aodal 
organisatiesa ? 

httthendn Prasad. Patna City. 
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Wrong call 


S OME reports have appeared in 
the Press m recent months 
about the TV receiver project in 
which my family is financially in 
terested. One of them appeared 
in your magazine (“Amritraj 
family in big business” by P 
Devarajan, August 19). Normally 
1 would have ignored such reports 
In fact, anyone who reads them 
would know foi certain that they 
are inspired reports. If I have to 
say anything about our project. I 
will do so at the appropriate time 
Unfortunately these reports con 
tain many incorrect statements, 
factual errors, balitruths and un 
truths. 

For instance, the following . 
“Everything about tbe project 
seems to be wrong. To start 
with, the unit styled Orient Vision 
does not have a valid industrial 
licence... ’’ Wherever Mr Deva 
rajnn got hia information from 
It is wrong. We not only have a 
valid industrial licence but also all 
other licences required for oui 
project. Another inoorrect state 
ment made is that Mr K. V. Srini 
vasan is thinking of withdrawing 
from tbe project. Instead ot leav¬ 
ing the project be continues to be 
the deputy chairman of the com¬ 
pany. 

What I cannot countenance is 
the correspondent making fac¬ 
tually incorrect and damaging 
etatemeats about my family. I 
quote: “It is contended that 
even if the banks pull out, the 
Amritrajs can foot the whole bin 
as tbe total assets of the Amritraj 
family are placed at well above 
three crores. All the three bro¬ 
thers are non-residents of India. 
Ashok it a US cKiteo. effiik Anand 
and Vijay atay at Bermuda...” On 
what autiiori^ it the writer say¬ 
ing that our assets are Miove Rs 3 
crores 7 How can you allow sudi 
estatement to be pubUthed ? The 


(tifleicncc between being a non- 
I evident fndian, which Ashok is, 
and being a US citizen which 
Ashok Ls not, is great. 

At anotliei place, the writer 
makes a serious allegation. “His 
witc ran a corrugated box unit 
behind their lesidcnce in Madras 
The unit is still ig operation and 
Its entile output is absorbed by 
the Rtulways, thanks to Mr Robert 
Amiitiaj’s connections with his 
tormer employers” Wc do not 
have any eonnertions whatsoever 
with the Railways and my wife 
does not do even a single paisa 
worth of work for the Indian 
Railways. I decided to treat this 
false allegation with the contempt 
It deserves, knowing tliat the wri¬ 
ter of this artitlc is a tool in the 
hands of interested persons. The 
writer, unfortunately, does not 
have the moral cuuiage to with 
stand tbe pressure tactics of in¬ 
fluential persons in the TV indus¬ 
try who are scared that the suc¬ 
cess of our project will spell their 
doom This is so obvious from 
the article ; “The portable TV 
set, if sold jndigcnuusly, will be 
priced at around Rs 1,300 per TV 
set and provide effective competi¬ 
tion to the existing units in 
turn forcing them to cut back their 
pnoes". So this is the crux of 
tlie matter ! The reason behind 
the tirade against my family is that 
the existing TV units will be forced 
to cut down their prices once our 
TV receiver set comes into the 
market Assuming that such a 
thing were to happen, it is for the 
good of tbe consumer and the 
country. However, if the vinriter 
thiotu that by publishing such a 
damaj^ng and totally uncalled-for 
artide and forecasting doom for 
our project he is going to deter 
me from proceeding with it, he 
will realise pretty soon how his 
calculations nave misfired. 

Robert Amritraj, Madrat, 



THE LAST GOODBYE 


Photographs : Raghu Rai, K.M.Kishan 




he end came quietly peacefully m 
ts tleep, on October 8, 1979 Fhey 
pot tt at 545 a.m And JP uas 
■ where he had always wanted to be 
m the end, m hw belotwd Patna at 
'he modest house m Kadam Kuan 
owned by the Mahtla Charkha Sarmtt 
which hts mfe Prabhavalt helped 
organise 

Janki hi* adopted dauqhter was there 
\tKm with her son, only a few inonihs 
old Ihe ladies of the Mahtla 
I harkha Samiii were there as well m 
half an hour Fhe one who had funq 
bhajans for him regularly was donu/ 
so agam Now for ihe last tmu' 

He was taken out of the Kadam Kuan 


house at 11 am, doun the narrou 
lavrast by the dot tors (( P Thahur 
nd (ma Kant Smha) artd hi* ptr 
sonal daff and a prtisl from the 
^ahlh Har Mandn 

To the Snhrishtw Memorial Hall and 
there to he in state till midday (he 
nett day for Ihe high and the lowly 
to pay homage 

I here uas a laihuhanje at Kadam 
Kuan to fimtiiil thi croud uhtih had 
gatheifd Ifl c an erpandtru/ torrent 
Among those who lame to puv Ihitr 
lust respicts on Oitoher 9 at the 
St knshna Mivumal Hall were the 
Presulint Charan 9mgh Rat Narain 
MGR \ B Chat an (who could not 


hold back his tears) a cripple and 
(ountless others 

Afiir 11 sO uhi-n alt Ihe leudirs had 
paid thill ri Spells IP uas put on a 
truck am! taken lound tht Gandhi 
\faidan uhtih had bien tht scene cf 
Ihi laumhing of his Bihar MoiemrnI 
m 1971 Ihcn bigan Ihe last loumey 
On a gun carnage with full m liiarv 
hoc mrs ahmg routis Imtd by lakhs 
of m mil irs 

At the nd of the tuohow loinm y 
I Ihi B T) ghat Ihe hodti Ktis taint 
d un I I n if beaters fiimi the \r»o il 
Tit't lid tarrtid to Iht pin< by th 
I. I Oil Mothei Ganga” 
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Loknayak 

Jayaprakash 

Zindabad! 

Patna and Bihar said a passionate goodbye to a man 
they had loved more than any other 


By M. J. AKBAR 




■ HIKE a beloved but pain- 

* ■ fully ill member of a 

■ family, who bad just 

t died, Loknayak Jayapra- 

_-_l!*Jkasb Narayan, Bihar’s 
greatest son, was laid to rest. While 
a deep sense of loss echoed on every 
lip, there was still a subdued sense of 
relief that a man’s personal physical 
tragedy was over. There was sor¬ 
row, but no tears; there was enorm¬ 
ous sentiment, but no spontaneous 
passion. Everyone had been waiting 
too long for the death of the hero. 

And Bihar gave its beloved JP a 
hero’s funeral. When in the mellow 
bright light of the early morning, 
news first began to spread that JP 
was no mure, many people did not 
believe it, considering this as yet 
another rumour in a City which is 
full of them. Rut soon, very soon 
as the news began to percolate from 
nlfirial channels, doubt became 
certainty, certainty became mourn¬ 
ing, and the crowds began to. collect 
at (he simple house at Kadam Kuan 
which JP had lifted from obscurity 
iuto a national edifice. The people 
beean pouring into the narrow streets 
which had seen so much history, 
particularly in the last decade, and 
the leaders who owed their cuircnt 
fame and position to the selfless 



Struggle of one man, one flickering 
candle in the darkness, one voice in 
the fearsome silence, one truth in 
the marketplace of lies, began gather¬ 
ing there, tremulously walking into 
the house which they had ignored, 
or, worse, manipulated, to such cost 
to Ae country. 

Finally the pressure of the aowd 
forced the people in charge of JP’s 
death to take his body to the Sri 
Krishna Memorial Hall, just opposite 
the historic Gandhi ihaidan which 
has seen the inauguration of so many 
causes. The Sn Krishna Memorial 
Halt has an interesting history. It 
is ironic that JP’s body should tic 
there. All through the Emergency 
Mrs Indira Gandhi’s dictatorial armed 
forces used that as a haven, and one 
of the demands JP had mad^ was 
that the armed police should bo re¬ 
moved trom this memorial to one of 
Bihar’s greatest Chief Ministers,, 
Sri Krishna Singh. And of course'^ 
soon enough Mrs Indira Gandhi her 
self came to pay homage to JP there. 
She had done everything to destroy 
him when he was alive. Still, onii 
could understand her presence; she 
had as much right as Jagjivan Ram 
or Y. B. Cbavan to be ibert;. Rui 
what was impossible to lake was the 
presence of the young Sanjay Gandhi, 
the Crown Prince and brutal autho¬ 
rity during the Emergency. What 
was Sanjav Gandhi trying to prove 
that he suddenly acquired respect 
for a man wlio stood fur everything 
that Sanjay Gandhi tried to destroy 

All through the day, all througli 
that quiet night, the lights kept bum 
tag over JP’s body, and the faithful 
sang bhaians in his memory, and 
never for a moment was there a 
pause in the queue of mourners who 
wanted to take a last look at the 
man who had given them so mucli 
in inspiration, in idealism. And i! 
the response seemed a little muled 
on the first day, the day of the fune¬ 
ral cleared all scepticism about what 
the people of Bihar felt about tbeir 
moral leader. They pat Ik ipated in .1 
funeral the like of which had n-'vi'i 
been seen before, and was not likely 
to bo seen again in the toreseable 
future. After the death of this 
internationally renowned who could 
Bihar boast of? In fact, Bihar is 
leaderlrss today: the only figure of 
national fame from Bihar is Karpoorr 
Tbakur. 

ND yet a .'■hlvcr of disil 
lusionment was running 
through Patna, partieu- 
larlv among thusi- people 
whom JP had elevated 
from the buttles of the streets into 
the cool and spacious corridors of 
legislative and executive power. In 
the innocent period of the Janata 
wave, around 30 young men who had 
been blooded during the JP move¬ 
ment became MLAs in the Bihar 
Assembly. They had been sent to 
change the world; and if the world 
had not changed them into cor¬ 
rupt and heartless professional poii- 
tldaos yet, it had certainly stripped 
them of any illusions that they might 
have harboured. There was only one 


profound regret in their hearts: if 
only JP had been well enough to 
provide the moral and practical 
leadership he had shown during the 
movement, if only JP could have still 
been able to talK to the masses who 
be loved and who gave him tbcii 
affection and trust in return! The 
country would perhaps not have been 
going through the political uncer¬ 
tainties of today. The RSS will sure¬ 
ly and with typical RSS sophistica¬ 
tion begin to claim JP as its god¬ 
father, but the record shows that 
JP had dearly wanted the RSS to 
disband itself and merge into the 
Janata Party—and what a funda¬ 
mental diflerence that would have 
made. JP had indicated that he 
would join the people in their protest 
against the Janata Party if it remain¬ 
ed inactive and uninspiring: JP would 
have spoken out and stopp'd the rot. 
In an age when old politicians seem 
never to die did JP, the honest JP. 
have to be treated so cruelly by 
destiny? One young MI.A told ui 
that he refused to avail ot the legi.s- 
]ator’,$ quota in buses or trains, b< 
cause if he did so he would im¬ 
mediately be recognised bv the peo 
pie as an MLA—and how rould hr 
fare them without cringing in shame 
at the performance of the Janata 
Government? Thi.s MLA is st'll in 
the Janata Party. 

^ HEN you leave the fog 
and blindness of a city 
and go into the villages, 
the stars of the night be¬ 
come luminous From one i 
end of the hori/on to the other they 
are scattered, in dense clusters, like 
twinkling jewels pasted into u bowl 
bv an exlravagantlv generous mo 
narch. Like the hare of a light white 
veil fho Milky Wav stretches across 
the brilliant skv The air is clean 
and caresses you with a healing 
touch. Darkness ,ind silence stretch 
away on either side of the road 
occasionally interrupted by a lonely 
wandering torch, or a faint voice. 

We were travelling through the 
beauty of the night and the country¬ 
side, from Patna to JP’s ashram in 
Nawadah district. The highways 
were, occasionally, dotted with small 
towns: one-street towns, rows of brlek 
and cement buildings that provided 
the stations for trade and transport 
to the villages that radiated away 
into the unmapped distance. Trucks 
and buses were the only other vehl 
clcs on the road—apart from the 
stray police jeep , full of armed 
guardians of the law, searching for 
daroits. on the highway, who infest 
rural Bihar. The buses were always 
overrrowded, with people piling on 
the roof, clinging for safety to each 
other’s garments at the back. Thfs 
was a day after JP’s funeral. We 
were nearing JP’s ashram, delibe¬ 
rately situated bv JP at the edge ot 
nowhere, two hundred kilometres 
away from Patna. We .saw a bus, 
loaded with young people. And <is 
we passed, quite unexpectedly to oui 
ears came the rry which had .shaken 
the nation and destruyed the Nehiii 
kingdom—at least for the moment.B 
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Chandrashekhai^ 

homage 

He didn't make speeches. He remembered that JP had built an ashram 

By M. J. AKBAR 


HE pyre had been lit, 
the massive crowds had 
dispersed <|Uietly, JP had 
now become an inspiring 
memoiy m the hearts oi 
a generation coming into its own 
Evtn as th« imbers still glowed, and 
tV bli(li ti’nnel ol smoke angled 
aw IV iilo the sky joung people from 
tilt buisung crowd which had tumb 
led over into the Holy Ganga, charg 
ed towards tie funeral pyre to pick 
up some ash ui a still burmng piece 
of wood to It member their beloved 
hero bv Hp'tairs then duly done 
the politic Mill hunted away into the 
wai*'ng r.irs There were a handful 
0 t ( It t ( id rs ol rout sc who wen 
r« tiiniu Iv upsc't at the passing awas 
of this genius but most had been 
putting on an .ict over a man who 
they had ignored insulted, beaten 
with lathis arp^sted and toitured 
But today they sat there under the 
shamiani with hypoaitical frown 
on th( II f ices- -one or two even 
tiled wiping a nonexistent tear from 
an eve They had come by special 
flights even Sinju Gandhi and Mrs 
Indir.i G.indbi whose brutal Finer 
gency finally put a temponrv Hd on 
JP’s nat'onil movement c.ime with 
wreiths iri f r, c vkiiich had lies 
wiiSn 111 cMi them And then 
there wis Moiiiji tV’sai who had 
never had any respect for JP, and 
was willing to sav so (he has mon- 
or less said that In the interview 
published III this issue) And ao on 
tin litany could be endhss and tot i 
llv non partisan 

liny had come because' tliev wen 
all in queu'' to claim JP for them 
selves ignoie'd and humiliated in 
life ino'-t tiagie illy by petty men 
hke Moiarp Desai whom he haet 
sent tel power m 1977 IP had become' 
a valuable issct in death Just a 
the pnlitirian.s had done during the 
last two veais ol his painful ilmss. 
they weie queue ing up to exploit 
bun after he had gone' A couple of 
hours afte r the funeral a man with 
a loudspeakci went around pails 
of Patna aimuuiumg that a “shok 
sabha’ a cpudolence meeting would 
be held in the Gandhi maidan at six 
in the ovening Who the orgaidsers 
wete was left yague but it was cleat 
th et ti ini' politicians had already 




oecided to make the first claim to 
JP’s legacy And the people showed 
theli disgust It I hi vciy vccy few 
hardly a hundred luintd up There 
was a genoiator to illuminate tin 
faces ol till leader"' who would ad 
^ess the multitudes hut thcic wen 
no multitudi s Ramanand Tiwan 
the Tanitj Uadti was there, there 
was Ilansrai Gnpl.i thi R''S chief of 
Delhi With Ins Bihar counterpart and 
Vidyarthi P.mshad leaders like 
Sushil Mody Seeing the absence of 
response the ‘top kadirs” left in 
their glcamint, Ambassadoi cars 
The next dn there w s quibble 
among the JP loyalist < \< t when the 
condolence m (linn s’’ ill be held 
some were in iavoui ot holding it 
that very evening (on Octobei 10) 
and others thought the next day 
October 11 which was also JP’s birth 
day would be a better occasion And 
while these squabbles yyere going on 
one of the key persons in the organi 
satioii of the aiiangeraeiits a man 
who could claim the closest relabon 
ship with IP among the politiaans 
suddenly revolted he could not take 
this sordid businc ss ot using JP s 
name any more* Without mfoiming 
many people, Chandrashekhar got 
into a car and accompanied by a few 
close f I lends, diovc off to Sokho 
deora, about two hundred kilometn's 
away from Patna m the 
intenoi of Nawidah district 
Hen touching the hill langt 
which 'v'paratcs Niwidah from 
Hazaiibagh in the quietness of one 
of the poorest aieas m the country 
Jayaprakash Narayan had started an 
ashram after he had left Party poh 
tics and given his hte for scKsal 
work Wliilt the othi i pobtiaans 


fought to make speeches, Chandra 
■hekhar ran away from them at 
feast at this moment and went to a 
place which was an important symbol 
of JP’s life and achievement It was 
an act which said a gieat deal tor 
Chandrashekhar the man 

rveryone had foi gotten about i.. 
students and the workers ol this 
living legacy of JP and had been 
thrown into uncc'itaintv C handi i 
Shekhar’s visit nstoned their confl 
dence and spirits As long as JP was 
alive, thty knew I'nough ptoph 
would be inUiTShd m this successful 
70acre cxpinment m cooperative 
agriculture (the piofit' ire shared by 
the works on th' land) Sushila 
Sahai who had also come wiTli 
Chandrashekhar, was among thi 
first people to work on the ashram 
when it began in the early Piftiis 
then it was merely a piece oi donated 
land on which nothing had evei 
grown, full of snakes particularly 
tiie vicious and poisonous kiait, there 
ivere scorpions there was malaiia 
theie was kala azat^ and tbeie wctc 
only simple huts (which still survive) 
But then was also one couple’s will 
JP and Prabhavati’s, and then was 
the tremendaus dedication ol a hand 
ful ot ifedicated young people 
Sushila’s husband, Dayanand Sahai 
BOW a promerous MP. yyas also one 
of the first people to come he had 
exchanged his comfortable lob in tl^ 
planmng department of the Bihflr 
Governmeat for the ashram m res. 
ponse to JP’s call And he met his 
wife there JP and Prabhavati Devi 
organiaed tiieir marriage There were 
no roads then recalled Dayanand 
Sahai—only a kutcha path which was 
serviceable onlv during summer and 
winter, but totally waterlogged 
during the rains 

Chandrashekhar avoided going to 
Patna even on JP’s birthday he 
wanted no part in the speechmaklii 
that would inevitably take place on 
that dav Instead he was on his wav 
to Gaya distrir* to inspect a spot in 
Ba'gir whidi he M* would be suit 
abV> for the building of a hospital 
That hosp'tal to be called Tayapra 
bha would be another imuortant 
memonal to JP and Prabhavati Devf 
and It would be far more v iluabi ■“ 
than all the speerher It "i w Id ■ 




J P's last days: 
The wounded soldier 


N October 11, 1978, many 
of the friends and admir¬ 
ers of Jayaprakasb Nara- 
yan who had come to 
Kadara Kuan to celebrate 
his birthday thought that this would' 
be his last. TTiere weren’t many 
VIPs in the gathering The great 
politiaans were wsy with their games 
in Delhi even Diandrashekbar, who 
was the nearest to JP among the 
politiaans, sent mily a telegram JP 
used to cekln'ate bis birthday on two 
days on Vijayadashami according to 
both the Indian and the Roman 
calendar (He was actually born on 
Vijayadashami) Thu year JP did 
quietly celebrate another year of his 
now increasingly sad hie and m 
every respect so, both in broken 
health and broken dreams. But nc 
■ could not reach hu bn thdaj by thi 
Roman calendar. 

The worst thing was that people 
had begun to feel in the last two 
years that JP was no longer their lea¬ 
der but the leader of only other lea 
ders This impression is largely due 
to the statements made by the van 
ous leaders who have tried to ex 
ploit JP’s name to further their na 
rrow ends The truth was that JP 
never knew who was angry with hipi 
and why 

I reached JP’s bouse on the morn 
ing of September 27 at around 8 15 
The house was deserted On the 
ground floor, except for a plamclotb 
e-. security man smoking a Charmi 
nar dgarette, there was nobody Su 
ddenly the contrast with the turbu 
lent days of 1974 and 1975 hit me 1 
had partiapated in that movement 
(fiiysclf, and during that glorious mo¬ 
ment in OUT lives JP’s house was al 
ways crowded as in a carnival And 
the roads on either side used to 
swarm with activity The young revo 
lutionaries, from every corner of the 
country, would simply not budge 
until they had seen JP at least oner 
Who knew, particularly after March 
1977, that once again very soon JP’s 
house would be as silent as it w.is 
during the long days when JP had 
renounced politics When I reached 
the upper floor, on which JP lived, 

I found Taki Rahim the too leader 
of Bihar’s Marxist Coordination Com 
mittee, reciting a few gharals to JP 
JP saw me approaching watched me 
silently for a while and then reacted 
**4rha Santosh baUho, baUho (Oh is 
^•it Santosh. sit down sit down) 
After Taki Rahim had recited another 
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gha/al and left, JP beckoned me *0 
come nearer and sit with him I had 
come from Lucknow where I was 
based I told JP about UP politics, 
in ivsponse to a question from him 
He wanted to know the prospects of 
the various Parties I had haidiv 
hnished answei;iiig when bachidanand, 
JP’s secretary felt that JP was tired 
now, and needed some rest. X was 
trying to get up quietly when JP 
said ‘Come inside loi a that ” 

JP was very W«‘ak. He had to b<‘ 
helped up. and half-earned to hus 
bed It was not long ago when one 
simply could not conceive of spending 
so much time with JP There was 
always a queue of visitors And 
now here 1 was spending so much 
time with him JP was very eagei 
to know what exactly was happening 
dll over the country His secretary 
used to lead out the newspapers to 
him every day But nobody would < 
tell what he really wanted to know 
I he truth behind the wheeling and 
dealing of politiaans, the background 
that he was sure existed, because he 
knew the pygmies of Delhi only too 
well. When, illustrating with spen- 
he inudcnts, 1 told him that people 
were angry with him, he was a-stoni 
shed “Why’ why are people angry 
with me?” When 1 told him that the 
end result of two yeais of Janata rule 
was that a lot of people were begmn 
ing to look positively at the Lmergen 
cy and suggest that things were beU< 1 
then, JP sadly looked up at the ccil 
ing and kept staring at it When I 
added that the self confldenoe of the 
people which the movement bad built 
had been, to an extent, destroyed by 
the performance of the Janata, JP 
turned towards me. Suddenly, a 
flash of the old fire lit his eyes, and 
be asked, “Should I gay anything to 
the people now’’’ Hig secretary, 
Sachidanand, mterrupted and told JP 
‘\ou had told Ataljee (Vajpayee) 
that you would think about this”. I 
protested that the question was not of 
JP supporting any polKiral Party. 
JP should tell the people that ho 
belonged to them and not to any 
political Party JP looked intently at 
me I left after saying this, adding 
that I would return in the evening 
Mv heart was heavy and I kept 
icnienibering a part of the conversa 
turn which had taken plane earlier 
where IP had desenbed himself as a 
wounded soldier I had told him that 
only hu had been sucrcssful, and the 
o'hers had failed and H’ had replied 








'No, even the leader has failed, will 
bistort ever understand that I was 
never amona those people who pro* 
vided leadership from inside a closed 
room''” Downstairs it was still des 
erted And that same security man 
was now listcnm); to Vividh Bharti 

In the evening there was the same 
silenn In his room a retired 
offiter of the Bihar Government. 
KinthhorBabu was sitting I wait* d 
ouNkIc JBs ngise came and sat b\ 
me and told me that IP rould not 
slitp will at night H< lould hardly 
si ip for more than two hours at a 
stictth H< was less weak these 
dat', he kept pressing his right hand 
Shi b<( iMK (motional and she sound 
ed IS if sh( wanted to cure JP with 
her love On thrre days a week 
Moiwlav Wednisdav and liiday JP 
used to have his dialysis which would 
last lor SIS hours at a time Lvery 
drop of blocKl having the body om 
at a time being cleaned and returned 
to the wins One day in utter p iin 
IP began (iving liki a ihild Anil 
not a human In mg' I too hd pun' 

Ilf ^hoiilid 

I did not wail toi Itandihor Babu 
to (onie out and went into the room 
Alt! I lu hft IP coinmfDtid 
Umihhor Babu is very dear in his 
inmd about planning The ductoi 
lame m and began thecking IPs 
IthuKi picssuif On the wall abovis 
JPs IkmI ovvi his head was a fram 
ed (oiiplit Mdlih liTi raza uui ht tv 
baht na mam tahovn, naamtrz 
aizoo raht ((ukI only vou and youi 
will survives neither I nor my 

d< su 1 s) 

Itun wire putures of Gandhip 
and Piahhavati (JPs wilt') togdhci 
and IP and Piahhavati together lu 
the light III ihe bt'd was the dialysis 
mat him and the luom had a strange 
<-111011 paitly o( a hospital, paitly of 
a home IP tinned towards me and 
began s,tying something when 1 stopp 
ed him i have nut tome to talk 

I said lust to sit hew" Sacltida 
Btbii began reading fiom the day's 
mvv>papvis JP was tynlcal about 
iKws Hut bi'cainc visibly agitated 
ibout a lepoit liom Amnesty Inter 
n itioiial about the number ol politi 
( il niiiidiis that had taken plate m 
tills (kfade Ihe polKital develop 
minis in IHlhi vdiiiled only oiu les 
pou‘^i liom him ‘I take iny stiength 
lioiii till piople It only I (ould nuvl 
thi pfopli again "Thrscntimi w.i, 
iiK'oinpli'tv but Ihe meaning (oulcl 
not II IVI tui n (le in r 

IP again looked at the ceiling 
Pediaps he was remembering that be 
was thL man who made the piomiscs 
to the pv'ople I said, ‘the people 
you had bailed out (from polAii^I 
oblivion) have juriiptMi nail now" JP 
'-miltd 111 iiply Suddenly, he wanted 
to lo out (inlu till sill ill tviuuc and 
wi iNgan walking together He 
Ini mil Inid Ills loom bathioom 
Kiandah and that small roof that 
w !<• ih( sum total of JP’s world novi 
IP I ould not get out of that It was 
s>,i(hida Babu's belief that if JP, 
even now could go back to the 
mopk* Ik would become all right I 
laughed to mvH'lf None of JP’s 
vouug woikcrs Wire allowed to meet 
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him these days But this dying old 
man could be made to sit for an nour, 
by those around him, to wait for 
Sanjay Gandhi to come and see him 
(Sanjay Gandhi as rt happened, did 
not meet him) Glamour boys could 
meet JP not ordinary workers Now, 
even the Sarvodaya ^ople had more 
01 less stopped meeting JP JP bad 
unintentionally done them the last 
favoui with the Amrit Kosh Fund, 
and now perhaps they would return 
only when a fund would be raised in 
th( name of a dead JP 
September 28—that was dialysis 
day 1 reaihrd Kadam Kuan around 
seven in the morning JP asked me 
about tht attack on boys of the 
Sangharsh Vahini at Bodh Gaya over 
the math’s land issue (SUNDAYSept- 
(mbfi *)) Altei narrating Ihe in 
(ideiit 1 suggested that what w< 
W(i( passing through was a crisis of 


faith. People were giving up hope 
In the Government And In ihi 
abibty to do anything for them 
‘What do you think will happen’” > 
I asked JP Tears welled uo in his 
eyes And he replied, “Dehho, Kya 
hota hat (See what happens)” My 
heart welted up too, and suddenly 1 
bent down and touched his feet JP 
gave me his ashirvad and said softly, 
'Phtr nano (come again)” 

Downstairs, I met Sachidanand 
There was another kind of anger in 
him And he was also waiting for 
his opportunity to tell the world the 
truth about JP being isolated from 
Ihe people His other secretary, 
Abraham, said that there was a great 
deal in biv diary, but he would not 
pubhsh it Hiiffory will remember 
JP as a man who only gave all that 
he had And took nothing, absolutely 
nothing, in return ■ 


JP : "They have lost 
a wonderful opportunity" 




MET Jayaprakash Na- 
rayan on September 25, 
at his residence at Ka- 
Idamkuan in Patna. He 
Jhad undergone dialysu 
on tin- previous day and he looked 
feeble but cheerful When I asked 
him about his health, be said. 
‘These days 1 have to undergo 
dialysis every alternate day” I 
(OilId see a lurking smile on his 
face when he added “The doctors 
spaie me on Sundays ” Yet it viras 
on a Sunday that be had to un¬ 
dergo an emergency dialysis and 
he died in hts sleep early on 
October 8 

I found JP unusually alert. When 
i talked about my friend Profe¬ 
ssor Rat Krishna, he asked roe: 

Why did he resign from the 
Planning Ckunmisaon?” Later 
when I told him about Raj Krish¬ 
na’s spirited interview to SUNDAY 
magazine, be immediately asked 
one of bn secretaries (Shri Sa- 
chidanand) to get a copy of SUN¬ 
DAY and read out the interview. 

I switched <» to naUonal politics 
and referred to the distiessing 


state of affairs in the country. JP 
was sad and silent. After a long 
pause he said “They have lost a 
wonderful opportunity” I could 
sec in his tragic eyes his total 
disillusionment with oui political 
leaders 

I moved on to rural health I 
informed JP that I was trying to 
study the working of the new 
rural health scheme based on Co¬ 
mmunity Health Volunteers 1 also 
told him that 1 was planning to 
visit a Primary HealUi Centre and 
some Sub-Centres, and introduced 
to JP the officials from the Mmi 
stry of Health of Bibai Go vein 
ment JP asked me “Which place 
are you planning to visit’” I re¬ 
plied* “Mancr Primary Health 
Centre”. At this JP did not look 
happy at all He observed “But 
Maner is half urban". I felt very 
guilty and added rather nervously 
"But the SubCentres are in the 
interior” JP was right My quick 
field work conflrmM that even 
SulKCentres were not In the inte¬ 
rior viUnges 

It was remarkable that JP 
could remember not only the na 
mes of the villages but also the 
type of villages. I started discuss 
ink the details of the rural health 
sememe and JP seemed deeply in¬ 
terested. I did not want to tire 
him oat md soon I parted sav 
ing' “You are the last of the 
great men of India” Quick came 
Us reply; “I make nosudi daim.” 

1 knew 1 would not meet Jaya¬ 
prakash Narayan again. I did 
“pranam” m m Indian style and 
tottcfaod his feet He took both my 
hands in his and bid an affectio¬ 
nate farewell 


ASH/SHSOSf 



The last 24 hours 




How the end came 


-ILNDAY, October 7, 1»79; 

the time : around 6 a.m. 
On the first floor of the 
Mahila Charkba Samiti 

_lb u i I d i n X in Patna’s 

Kadam Kuan area, JP — the untir¬ 
ing bghter against authoritarianism 
and revolutionary extraordinary, now 
a frail old man afflicted by serious 
kidney trouble — had woken up to 
another dawn. It was a auiet morn¬ 
ing. with no traces of the tension 
ai^ anxiety that had gripped the 
place SIX months ago when JP was 
last seriously ill. Of late, in tact, 
he had been keeping “very fine, in 
the best of health, and showed a 
much better memory", as Dr R.V.P. 
Smna. his resident physician, would 
oticn sav. 

As the ailing leader lay in bed, 
:;^'.vaiting for Gulab. his trusted atu-n- 
~dant. he woic a look of rehet. There 
was to be no dialysis that day, and 
the old man must base felt relieved 
at being spared the agony of the pain¬ 
ful exercise. Gulab arrived with a 
glass oi water, JP washed his face, 
gargled. Gulab led him to the bath 
room for his morning ablutions, and 
he returned heeling relaxed. 

In a short while breakfast was 
ready. There were corn flakes, eggs, 
plantains and an apple. He ate his 
fill, and then listen^ to Mr Sadiida- 
nand, one of his secretaries, read out 
selected items from the newspapers. 
He relaxed in bed for some more time 
and then asked Gulab to prepare 
him for a bath, as usual, in luke¬ 
warm water. Soon, JP was back in 
his bedroom, bathed and shaven 
looking refreshed, to face a familial 

f mdience : Secretary. Mr Abraham, 

dgdish babu. Ihey got talking. 

Not much later, JP began showing 
signs of discomfort. At about J1 a.m. 
he complained of breathing difficulty, 
and uneasiness in the abdomen. Such 
complaints were not unusual, but 
when Dr C, P. Thakur, another of 
JP's personal physicians, examined 
him, he decided to administer 
oxygen to give JP immediate rebel. 
While the old man continued tc 
complain of pain in various parts oi 
his body Dr lliakur advised him to 
drink as little water as possible. 
Gulab was told to prepare JP's 
meals with less salt, and Ur Thakur 
ordered dialysis in case JFs breath 
ing trouble continued. For lunch, 
which was served at noon, the lea¬ 
der had rice and mutton liver curry, 
iiis normal food, and curd. Not 
satisfied at the (luantity of liver 
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turry, JP asked Gulab: “Kyon ? 
llna kam kyon laye (Why have 
you brought so little?) 

Meanwhile, he continued to have 
difiicuKy breathing. At about 3 p.m., 
an old friend of his from the social¬ 
ist movement, Achyut Patwardhan 
called. "Hullo, how are you?" he 
askeo, to which the leader—strange¬ 
ly pessimistic about his fate — re¬ 
plied “Lingering on, waiting for 
death.” After that, they talked 
heartily, and not about politics- 
Since the breathing trouble, budyache 
and uneasiness in the abdomen con- 
tinuiKl, It wa.s decided to conduct an 
Vmeigency’ (meaning unscheduled) 
dialvsLs. Patwaidlian and JP hugged 
and ksssed eath other on the fore¬ 
head. ami hoped they would meet 
again belore- the former left. 

H) 4 IS p.m all was .set for the 
dials sis Janaki Bahen, JP's 
adopted daughter, and Mr 

Abruliaiii started tin' dialysoi. Two 
needles weie inserted into the gi ai¬ 
led legion of his right hand to begin 
the proce.ss of cleaning his blood, 
whiih Lusts for five hours. JP was 
brought under local anaesthesia. 
While he persistently complained 
about the pain, the operation conti¬ 
nued and in two hours about two 
kilas of tlic excess fluid his blood con 
lained wgic eliiiiinatc'd. Towards the 
end of the o|>er<ilinn, Mr Abraham, 
inonientaiily lasing his patience, 
askiHi : “How much longer ?" “Ten 
minales,” came the replv Aitually 
it la.stcd another 15 minutes. Din- 
nei — with the same menu of rice 
and mutton liver cuiry — was served 
during the dialysis, and this time, 
as the normal practice was during 
dialysis, JP was spoonfed by Gulab. 
The process finally eiid(*d by 9.38 
p.m., after which the frail man look¬ 
ed relieved but cxhau-sted 

“Tha' night he scanned boitter,” 
Mr Abraham said, reincmbeiing his 
moments with JP. While Gulab 
gently pressed the portions of his 
bod> where he (Uniplamed ot pain, 
he began dozing to sleep, and told 
both Gulab and Mr Abraham to go 
away. Mr Abiahani left by about 
11 p.m., assured that he was asleep 
A round the cluck vigil was kept on 
the ailing leader by a team ot six 
doctors and three nurses The per¬ 
sons on duty that night were nurse 
Kanti Mtshra, from 11 pm. to 1 a.m, 
a Chhatra Sangharsh Samiti mem¬ 
ber from 1 a.m. to 4 a.m. the next 
morning and Amrit, an offia* staffer. 


fi-om 4 a in. to 5 a.m. After S a.m. 
Jagdish babu. whose room is on the 
same floor as JP’s, took over till 6 
a.m., when Gulab relieved him. The 
doctor on duty that night was a 
child specialist, Dr U. K. Singh, who 
lived on the ground floor of the 
building. 

At 4,45 a.m. says Amrit, JP asked 
him to bring a glass of water. Hav¬ 
ing been given the watci. he told 
Amrit to teave, saying that he was 
again fceline sleepy. Amrit left, and 
on Ills way informed Jagdish babu 
The latter woke up to find JP sleep¬ 
ing with hes body ini'lined, to the 
right 'I'hLs was around 5 a.m. 
Around 5 40 a.m, Jagdish babu re 
turned to JP’s looiii, peeped in 
thiough the dooi and found him in 
cvadlv I he same pccsition ' head and 
torso bc'iit to tlH- right at a curious 
angle. Un.su.spectinglv Jagdish Ixibu 
weiil to the bathiuoni. At about 
(i\e or .seven niinute.s to six, when 
Gulab, who had Iclt Jl’’s loom at 
11 30 p m„ was on his wav to the room 
.ig.iiii, Jagdish babu told him to 
switch oil the .liuonditionei simr it 
was “somewhat cold” GuLih enter 
cd the room, and by whae he .saw, 
was aliiKxst m'trifled 'Hie batleied 
figuie wa.s upcurlcd, the knees al¬ 
most touching the abdomen, the 
back ardied. and the whole body 
tilted to the left, balancing on the 
edge of the bed. It was a horrid 
sight, but with something strange 
a^iut it • his right hand was reach¬ 
ing out across the body to the left, 
whore the calling bell pre.ss button 
lay fixed to the side-table. Gulab 
stood transfixed. He walked up to 
the bed and touched JP’s sullen 
fgee, which was turned downward, 
the nose pressed agaiast the edge ol 
the iH'd, and turned H upward JP’s 
eyes wcic shut, but his mouth was 
agape. 

Gulab ran out oi the room scream 
ing. Jagdish babu rushed to the 
rooiii, and straightened the curled 
body Gulab ran down the stairs 
and brought the doctor. The doctoi 
huiriedty examined the body. He. felt 
and massaged the chest, and found 
no sign oi life any iiioie. 

Gulab demonstrated to us the lea 
der’s last posture : a kneebng, pros 
trate figure, the back mrved up and 
the right hand reaching out leit, in 
the direction of the calling bell but 
ton. While there was no sign of a 
struggle, could it just be that the 
dying man had wanted to ask for 
help that did not come ? ■ 

'J1 




The man I loved 

He was a second Mahatma 

By CHANDRASHEKHAR 



I HAD seen JP foi the 
first time swm aftei hr 
was released from jail in 
1946 i^iom a distamr 
i_____Jfiut 1 personally met him 
Arst in 1951 soon altvi i passed mv 
MA tiom Allahabad University Ki 
had gone there as a socialist leadei 
to tour Allahabad distiut At th<rt 
time the Soiialist Parly m Allahabid 
wav in a very wvak position 1 wav 
asked by the Soaahst Party head 
quaitris in Lucknow to mgainso his 
proguimme He had a hectu pto 
giamine lor a day After the Pio 
giamnie was over in the mght be 
ask'd someone he wanted to see im, 
the poison who had orgonind tbc 
piogiamiiM* rhat was the beginnini. 
of niv close lontuit with him Alter 
that It became a vciy intimate pci 
sonal equation And latei all the 
time, even when 1 diAercd with him 
polituallv the peisonal touch was so 
uvcipoweimg that I could never tie 
sut iruni coming close to him His 
affection and constderation loi me 
remained the same even when 1 was 
strongly opposing him on many poh 
tit at issues 

It IS very diRicult to reincinbei all 
the past incidents But some vvrv 
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swe 1 1 iiu monos come to my mind 
when I'l abhavatiji end JP were togc 
thri in the early days in thcir home 
village ot Sitabdiara 1, as a socialist 
workci, used to be present at the 
village whenevci IP visited it 1 le 
nicnibei he looked after every work- 
ei Ip thv night it it was winter, he 
would personally see whether every- 
bodv had been ptovided with ade 
e{uate cove tings It any worker was 
silk he would make enquiiies about 
his health and make arrangements 
ten Ins ticatmint I remembei one 
incielint when Mahanand Mishra, 
who w IS a he lo ol 1942 in Balha dis- 
tiict was suffering from serious eye 
tioiibii IP was in Ballia Friends 
told him that Mi Mishia needed 
good tiiatmeiit JP took him to 
I’.itiia with him On the (Patna) 
lailwav plattoim, Mahanand Mishra 
III his usual stvle tould not catch JP 
in the ciowd be-eause his lera had 
weakened due to tuituie m tm 1942 
movement When Jl* was going out 
of the station he immediateW re- 
nienibi'f cd Mahanand Mishra and came 
back .searching fni him In the whole 
cTowel people were amazed how JP 
was seatehing (foi someone) and 
they were sui prised to see that JP 


caught hold of Mahanand Mishia 
and asked him why he was left be 
hind Then he realised that Mi 
Mishra had weak legs He told his 
Party colleagues to take speaal care 
of Mr Mishra, to take Bim to 
hospital 

I remember another madent 
There was a fnend of mine. M 
Mustafa, a student hero of the 1942 
movement After Partition many of 
his relatives went over to Pakistan 
But this young man simply refused 
to go to Pakistan even though he wav 
offeied very high positions by that 
country In the university he was a 
hem After the examinations were 
over, Mustafa wanted a job but be 
could not get any job I met JP 
along with Mustafa and for a few 
moments JP was dumbfounded to 
learn that Mustafa was unemployed 
He said that “if free India could not 
provide a job to a person like Mua 
tafa. I do not know what freedom 
Is for” He immediately wrote a 
letter to Lai Bahadur Shastn who 
was then the Railway Minister Mr 
Shastn forwarded the appheauon to 
the railway authonties but nothing 
happened tor six months After that 
IP was on a by-election tour in 







Azamgarh District. And Mustafa and 
myself met JP and he immediately 
wrote a letter to Hail Saheb. I still 
distinctly remember the wording of 
yjP’s letter. “My dear Rail Sahib, if 
we cannot provide a job to men like 
Mustafa, wc should feel ashamed. If 
you cannot do anything, I will write 
to Bhai Saheb (he meant Jawaharlal 
Nehru)." Rail Sahib i)royided some 
job to Mustafa. That is a long story. 
But this shows how careful JP was 
about ordinary persons. 

When the Emergency was declared 
and JP was arrested I immediately 
rushed to the Parliament Street 
Police Station where he was taken. 
Only there did I learn that there 
was a warrant of arrest against me. 
I informed JP and he just smiled 
and said “You too are being arrested. 
They have gone mad.” Then a UNl 
correspondent asked what was his 
reaction. He gave the famous 
reply "I’inas kale viparil budhi" (when 
one's ruin is near, one's mind losc.s 
Its balanci'). After my release from 
jail when I went to meet JP, he told 
me, with tears in his eyes, that he 
pleaded with the Government autho¬ 
rities that ne was feeling very lonely 
in Chandigarh and he should be 
allowed my company and I should he 
trnnslvrred to Chandigarh. Bui the 
authorities did not concede his re¬ 
quest. He remembered the days of 
1A32 in the Lahore fort and said that 
•'even the British Government allow¬ 
ed Ram Manohar Lobia and myself 





to meet. I do not know what wm, 
.so serious about you. They did not 
allow me your company.'' 

I vcmeinber another incident. Soon 
alter the Janata (government was 
torincd, JP was a bit annoyed. He 
sent a message as to why 1 did not 
become a Minister. I went to Bom¬ 
ba} and told him my views about 
joining the Government. He said be 
did not consider it from that angle. 
He immediately said : “You have 
done the right thing." Then after a 
few days, he suggested to some 
friends that I should become the pre¬ 
sident of the Janata Party. When I 
was informed of it, I went along 
with my friend Brahmananda to 
Jaslok Hospital and 1 pleaded with 
JP that he should not give advice on 
such matters because people at the 
.belm of affairs may ignore nis advice. 
'Moreover, 1 told him that if 1 was 
made president of the Janata Partv 
on his recommendation 1 shall feel 
humiliated and “if your request is nut 
accepted it would be derogatory to 
.you also.” JP said : “No, whv 
should they not accept my advice?” 
I remember Brahmananda and 1 nar¬ 
rated a story. In 1947 when freedom 
came, Gandbiji suggested to Jawa- 
barlalji that Acharya Narendra Dev 
should be Congress president. But 
Jawaharlal Nehru could not accept 
that advice. 1 told JP that “neither 
am 1 Acharya Narendra Dev nor are 
YOU Mahatma Gandhj and the present 
leaders arc also not Jawaharlal 
Nchrus. This is a power game and you 
.should keep aloof from this power 
game." Since that day I always 
ijiMstcd that JP should not be 
PI ought into any political contro¬ 


versy, whether that of internal jmli- 
tics of the Janata Party or outside. 
But unfortunately sometimes IP's 
name was used by some people. 
But JP.'ali the time I met him. was 
anxious about the work being done 
for the poorer sections of society. 
I^t time when I met him, he was so 
worried about the impending disaster 
because of the drought, He was al¬ 
ways thinking as if a calamity was 
falUng on the country and be was 
not able to do anything to come to 
the help of eur people He never 
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discussed the affairs of the Janata 
Party but always talked about na¬ 
tional problems. 

When 1 met him last, he was in 
perfect health. He was in the same 
condition as he was before going to 
Bombay for treatment last time. 1 
thought that JP was going to sun4ve 
for a longer time. AJI his associates 
were pretty sure that there was no 
problem lor JP now. But his end 
has come all of a sudden. This is 
too much of a shock. But sometimes 
I feel that for a person like JP the 
sufferings he had undergone during 
the last three or four years were too 
much for him. He had died in peace. 
That should be a matter of solace for 
us. JP has contributed something 
to Indian history which the nation 
can never forget. The grateful na¬ 
tion will always remember JP as'the 
protector of democracy In this coun¬ 
try. 

I feel that after Mahatma Gandhi, 
JP was the person who gave a new 
inspiration to our masses and could 
make them realise that they were 
the real masters of this country. 
They arc the arbiters of the destiny 
of this nation. It is not the politi¬ 
cians and not the few people at the 
helm of affairs who would determine 
the future of this country, but young 
men, the peasantry and the toiling 
ma.sses. 'They are the determining 
fartors. This was the message of 
hope and confidence that JP wanted 
to impart to his colleagues and all 
those who came in touch with him. 
He could inspire the nation, not 
from the seat of power. I hope hl.s 
ideals and his dreams will be fulfilled 
bv the coming generation. ■ 
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Last of the founding fathers 

He never wavered on his principles 

By MAD HU LI M AYE 


AM stunned by the sud¬ 
den death of Loknayak 
Jayaprakash Narayan. He 
was the last of the great 
national figures, the tal¬ 
lest among whom was Mahatma 
Oaadhi, followed by Pandit Jawahar- 
lal Nehru, ’Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and Sardar PateL 1 met JP 
when he visited Poona after the out¬ 
break of World War II. I was then 
a graduate student of Ferguson Col¬ 
lege and was also the secretary of 
the local Congress Soaalist Party. I 
was tremendously impressed by his 
pleasant personahty. He was very 
handsome and had a very charming 
manner. I always felt at ease in his 
presence. JP was considered by us 
the third most popular leadei aftei 
Mahatma (landhi, that is after 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Netaji Subhas 
Bose who was then affectionately 
called Subhas Babu not Netaji. 

His public speech on the Shaniwar 
Wara ground in his deep husky voice 
was very inspiring. JP was married 
to the daughter of a leading disaplc 
of Mahatma Gandhi who worked as 
his lieutenant in the great Cham- 
paran struggle. Prabhavatiji was a 
Gandhian and for many years JP was 
a confirmed Marxist. Prabhavatiji 
deeply influenced him in her own 
way JP took an active part in the 
non-cooperation movement in the 
Twenties Later he went to the USA 
for continuing his studies. But unlike 
mo.st other students from the well- 
to-do families. JP’s education was not 
financed by money orders or cheques 
coming from home. JP worked on 
plantations, on farms, washing dishes 
and as a waiter. He was a believer 
in the dignity of labour. He practised 
it himself In his last year m the 
USA he was gradually drawn towards 
the Marxist doctrine and the (Jreat 
Depression finally convinced him that 
capitalism was on its last legs and 
that only a socialist transformation 
of property nelations would solve the 
country’s problems 

When JP returned to India, the 
country was in a great ferment On 
the banks of the river Ravi, the Con¬ 
gress had passed a resolution on com¬ 
plete independence under the presi¬ 
dentship of Jawaharlal Nehru. JP 
came in close contact with the young 
Congress president Jawaharlal had 
a weakness for foreign educated 
young people and among these young 
leaders were Jayaprakash Narayan 
and Dr Ram Manohar Lohia JP 


worked as the labour secretary or 
tile AICC, was himself arrested 
and spent long periods in jalL When 
the AICC was banned JP also work¬ 
ed as the general secretary of the 
Congress. He was imprisoned in the 
Nasik Central Jail in the years 1932- 
1933. With him were many other 
future leaders of the Congress So¬ 
cialist Party like Minoo Masani, N. 
G. Goray and Asoka Mehta. 

Alter his release from jail the con¬ 
servative leadership of the Congress 
Party again turned to constitutional¬ 
ism and to the parliamentary path 
and the younger Congressmen who in 
their long terms of imprisonment 
came into contact with Marxist ideas 
were disappointed with the course 
that the Congress Party had taken. 
They had reservations about Mahat 
ma Gandhi's constructive programme. 
They felt that it was necessary to 
organise the workers and peasants 
on class lines and bring them into 
the freedom movement. Those who 
thought alike met together in Patna 
and Bombay in 1934 and so the Con¬ 
gress Sorialist Party was laundied 
with Jayaprakash as its general secre¬ 
tary. Artiaiya Narendra Dev, Dr 
Ram Mauohar Lohia, Kamala Devi 
Chattophadhvav. Yusuf Meherally, 
Minoo Masani S M. Joshi and other 
comrades were his colleagues. There 
were also young people—^E. M. S 
Namboodiripad, P Ramamurthy, 
Sundaravva and others. They later 
on left the Congress Socialist Party 
and founded the Communist Party. 
Later JP continued to have excellent 
relations with the CPI(M) because 
of Its leaders’ close association with 
the Congress Socialist Party and the 
trecdoni inovcnient. 

In the beginning Jayaprakash was 
a hcrce criiic oi Mahatma Gandhi's 
philosophy. He was then an ortho¬ 
dox isi.ii sist .iiid in his booklet VVliy 
duciotfa>iii he hast not onl> attacked 
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideology, but also 
strongly tiiticised the traditional Hin¬ 
du thinkeis like Bhagwan Oas. In the 
Pcrozpui document of the Congress 
Sociahst Party he persuaded the 
Party to declare itself as a Marxist 
Party JP thought it was necessary 
to heal the breach between the Con¬ 
gress Socialist Party and the Com 
munist Party, both of whom profes 
sed Marxism The main dispute be¬ 
tween the Congress Socialist ParD’ 
and the Communist Party at the time 
was that the Congress Socialist Party 
leaders rt'gaided the Indian National 


Congress as the anti-imperialist 
national front and believed that all 
socialists,Marxists and leftists, should 
work through the Indian National 
Congress. The policy of the Com 
munist Party was different. They 
regarded the Congress as a bourgeois 
Party and denounced Mahatma 
Gandhi as a bourgeois leader. The 
Communist Party stayed away from 
the great dvil disobedience campaign 
of the years 1930-34 although many 
individual comrades joined this move¬ 
ment 

But by 1936 a change had come in 
the policy and outlook of the com 
munists and they decided to woik 
with the Indian National Congress. 
After this change JP felt that the 
main difference that divided the 
Communist Party and the Congress 
Socialist Party had disappeared. So 
he suggested that there ^ould be a 
united front between the Congress 
Socialist Party and the Communist 
Party whidi was then a proscribed 
political organisation. As a first step 
towards unification, JP opened the 
doors of the Congress Sodalist Party 
for Communist Pai^y members and 
many members joined the Congress 
Sodalist Par^ and also became 
members of the AICC. The sodalists 
and communists also worked together 
in the AITUC. JP played a leading 
role in restoring unity to the trade 
union movement and he also played 
a prominent part in Qrgani.sing the 
Kisan Sabha. Both the socialists ann 
the communists pressed for collective 
affiliation of these class organisations 
wiUi the Indian National Congress 
The issue was discussed at the work 
ing committee from time to time and 
in spite of the deep sympathy which 
Jawaharlal Nehru felt for the view¬ 
point of tile sodalists and commu 
nists, the Congress never accepted 
the prindple of collective affiliation 

» rakash Narayan was an oppo 
the federal scheme under the 
Government of India Act of 1935 anil 
he believed that a mass struggle, 
would have to be organised to fight 
this reactionary scheme and achieve 
complete independence. Since Subhas 
Bose was also a strong aitic of the 
Government of India Act, and bad 
dedded to contest the election foi 
Congress presidentship, Subhas soli- 
dted the support of the soaalists. 
At that time there was a division in 
the sodalist ranks. Men like Dr. 
Ram Mani^ar Lohia were sceptical. 
They felt it was only under the 




elections, I do feel Hi4y fog^er would Kaii^'' 
been able to forge a really progressive and formidable 
alternative to the Indian National Congress. 


ludeni^ ot Mshatiu Giiii^ that 
a man atniggle could be launched. 
“Wq riiould not pursue any policy 
that would divide the Congress.” At 
thf same time Dr. Lohia felt that the 
socialists and communists should try 
to influence the policies of the Cong- 
'ess and try to make them more 
radical Subhas Babu won the presi¬ 
dential election but Mahatma Gandhi 
treated it as a vote of no oonfidenoe 
in his leadership. At the AICC meet¬ 
ing in Tripuri a resolution was intro¬ 
duced by Gobind Ballabh Pant reiter¬ 
ating faith in the leadership ot 
Mahatma Gandhi and directing the 
new president to appoint the work¬ 
ing committee in consultation with 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

^ Mahatma Gandhi had then under- 
l^^en a fast at Rajkot and Subhas 
irabu had taken ill. We young people, 
1 distinctly remember, were very 
bngry with Mahatma Gandhi for 
using the Rajkot fast to create an 
opinion in the Congress Party against 
Subhas Bose. We expected our Con¬ 
gress Socialist leaders to back Subhas 
Bose to the hilt although we all felt 
the preserving of the unity of tlie 
Congress was also essential. After 
Tripuri. because JP had excellent 
relations both with Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Subhas Bose, at the Cal¬ 
cutta AICC meeting JP played the 
role of mediator and tried to bring 
about unity not only between Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Bose, 
but also between the conservative 
ii^ag of the Congress and the radical 
/Ving, of which Subhas-Bose and he 
himself were the acknowledged 
leaders. However, JP did not suc¬ 
ceed and Subhas Bose and the Indian 
National Congress drifted apart. 
Subhas Babu organised anti-compro¬ 
mise conferences and attacked the 
official leadership of the Congress for 
which action was taken against 
Subhas Bose and be was expelled 
from the Congress Party. We were 
naturally very unhappy about these 
developmcnt.s and I remember the 
heated discussions we had with the 
Congress .Socialist Party leaders in 
Pune. However all these contro¬ 
versies were pushed to the back¬ 
ground because ot the outbreak ol 
the World War II. 

It was after the outbreak of the 
war that JP came to Pune. 1 re- 
uigniber that JP’s main concern at 
that time was to organise mass re¬ 
sistance against the war effort. He 
: continued to press Mahatma Gandhi 
; and the Congress leaders not to co¬ 
operate with the war effort and hence 
; launch a mass struggle against 
Britain’s effort to drag India into the 
war. He went round the country 
making anti-war speecbec and rous¬ 
ing the people against the British 
Government. The British Govern¬ 
ment took action and arrested Jaya- 
prakash Narayan under the Defence 
of India Rules and sentenced Dr. 
lohia to two years’ imprisonment. 
In spite of the differences between 
Gandhiji and JP, gradually Jaya- 
prakash was coming under the In¬ 
fluence of Mahatmaji. But it was not 
n one way relationship. After the 
wag JP had several discussions with 


Mahatma Gandhi and wrote him :■ 
letter on the eve of the Ramgarh 
Congress. Mahatma Gandhi respond¬ 
ed in the columns of the Harijatt 
and said that if the /Socialists accept¬ 
ed the creed of non-violence, he 
would go along with them. In sub¬ 
sequent years, not only did Mahatma 
Gandhi influence socialist leader-: 
like JP. but leaders lilw JP. Lohia 
and others also influenced the think¬ 
ing of Mahatma Gandhi. 

If you read Pyarelal’s memoirs 
of that wriod —The Last Pbasa —this 
win become clear. During the 1942 
movement JP made a daring escape 
trom Hazaribagh jail with colleagues 
like Ram Nanaan Misra and joined 
the ranks ot the treedom fighters. At 
that time Aebut Paiwardban, Aruiia 
Asaf Ah, Dr. Ram Manobar Lohia, 
Sucheta Kripalani and others were 
operating under the name of the 
underground AICC and trying tu 
widen the scope of the mass struggle. 
They stuck to the position of non¬ 
killing and iioii-injury. When JP 
came out, I remeinbei that JP differ¬ 
ed from these leaders and felt that 
only armed resislaiiL-e cuulff achieve 
the ob>:;ctives. He organised squads 
whi<'h operated iti Bihar. Nepal 
was used as a base oi operations. 

However, the British were able to 
arrest both JP and Dr. Lohia and 
gradually both the peaceful and the 
armed resi.stance collapsed except in 
areas like Satara where a parallel 
Governtnent was set up. JP’s think¬ 
ing underwent a basic change during 
1'H3-4G and when he came out uf 
jail, he had renounced his faith in 
Marxism, although he continued to 
subscribe to the ideal of an egali¬ 
tarian society. However, the Soviet 
experience and the role of the Com¬ 
munist Parly in the 1942 movement 
alienated JP both from Marxism and 
from the Communist Party. He in 
creasingly fell under Gandhiji’s in 
fluonce, especially after the assassi¬ 
nation of Mahatma Gandhi. So JP 
lame to accept Gandhiji’s creed of 
non-violence. 

IP was the founder of the 
Socialist movement. As 
the general secretary of 
the Party, it was he who 

_I organised the Party units. 

After the socialists left the Congress 
in 194B, JP played an outstanding 
role in ms king the Socialist Party a 
mass Party. He also prepared for 
the first general election held on the 
basis of adult franchise. The elec¬ 
tion results came as a shock not only 
to other Socialist leaders but also to 
JP who had played a large part in 
organising Uie Party. Although the 
Socialists polled more than 10 per 
cent of the popular votes, they won 
very few seats in the Lok Sabha and 
the State Assemblies, JP never re¬ 


conciled himself to this result. 
Gradually he felt that electoral poll 
tics would not bring salvation to the 
country. More and more he began 
to explore the potentialities of the 
Gandhian method and came very 
close to Vinoba Bhave. Vinoba 
shave at that time launched his 
Bboodan movement and JP enthusi 
astically joined him. Sometimes he 
went to the other extreme. From 
his early Marxism he swung tg 
enthusiastic championing of the 
Sarvodaya cause. JP thought that 
Bhoodan and Sarvodaya would bring 
about a basic social transformation ; 
it would solve the land problem, the 
agrarian problem and it would also 
bring about a basic change in the 
social order. 

By 1954 JP had practically with 
drawn from active partidpation in 
the sodalist movement. In 1952, the 
Socialist Party and the KMPP had 
merged to form the Praja Sodalist 
Party. After the formation of the 
Praia Socialist Party a discussion 
and dialogue, had been held between 
Jawaharlal Nehru on the one hand 
and JP on the other. Jawaharlal 
had made vague suggestions about 
co-operation between the Indian 
National Congress and the PSP. He 
had not defined the scope of this co¬ 
operation, whether he meant co¬ 
operation at the governmental level 
Ol co-operation in non governmental 
work, in the course of this dialogue 
JP formulated his 14-poinl pru- 
giamhie and this became very con¬ 
troversial among the ranks of the 
PSP. Leaders like Dr. Lohia fell 
that'the Congress Party enjoyed 
more than two-thirds majority in 
Parliament and there was no point 
in an opposition Party which didn’t 
have a large representation in Parlia¬ 
ment in offering co-operation to the 
ruling Party. These controversies 
also affected JP deeply, and it streng¬ 
thened his resolve to retire from 
Party politics. 

I remember Dr. Lohia was very 
unhappy about JF’s drift into Sarvo¬ 
daya. In 1954 he wrote a very 
moving letter to JP. In fact. Dr. 
Lohia was prophetic as be wrote ; 
"Only you can move the country, 
provided you do not vacillate.’’ Dis¬ 
cussions were held subsequent^ be¬ 
tween JP. Dr. Lohia and several of 
us. Till his death. Dr. Lohia made 
several efforts to persuade JP to re¬ 
turn to active politics. By active 
politics, Dr. Lohia of oiurse did not 
mean power poUtics because both Dr 
Lohia and JP had never been after 
power. They have been mass leaders 
and revolutionaries whose goal was 
not to win power somehow but to 
bring about a basic change in the 
social system. Both ot them felt a 
deep affinity for young people. I 
have not come across any other 

35 



JP fett « deep afIRnity for youna pooplo. He encouraged 
them and puf them to the fore. That Is why when the Nav 
NSrman movement broke out in Gujarat and the Bihar 
students started a movement they naturally turned to JP 
for guidance and leadership. 


leaders who have shown such em¬ 
pathy lor younger people* JP 
encouraged several young people to 
play an active part in politics. In 
fact he pushed them to the fore. 1 
am myself a reserved type and I am 
not pushy by nature but JP reposed 
great (onridcnce in young people. In 
1947, one day .S. M. Joshi received a 
telegram from JP saying that be had 
chosen a young man of 25 to repre¬ 
sent the Indian sociali.sts at the 
International Socialist Congress. 
When JP was geneial secretary of 
the Parly after he left the Congress, 
be not onh forced me to become 
sccretaiy of the foreign relations 
department with Dr Lohia as chair¬ 
man but also made me a joint-secre¬ 
tary of the Parly. This aiiection for 
young iteople was a distinctive feature 
of JP's life. That is why when 
the Nav Nii man movement broke out 
in Gujarat and (when) the Bihar stu¬ 
dents also started a movement they 
naturally turned to JP for guidance. 
Ini leadership. 

lETWEEN 1954 and 1971 
JP played an active part 
m the Sarvodaya move¬ 
ment but gradually he bo 

-Igan to HMlisc that the 

Illioudan movement or the Sarvodaya 
movenK'iil was not the answer for 
the lountrv's needs. He felt that 
Vinoba’s movement was a status 
nuoisl movement, leaned heavily on 
the ruliiiK 4 lasses and powers that be, 
and that Satsodaya in its existing 
foim unild not become a potent in 
slnimeiil foi change In 1969 the 
Congr<'ss Pai l\ .split and Mrs Gandhi 
establi.slied hei asci-ndaniy both in 
lh<" (ioveiiinient and in the new Con 
gross and the drift towaids authori¬ 
tarianism hig.in Between 1969 and 
1971. Mis G.iiidhi iutrodua'd a nuni 
her of radical nieasuies like bank 
nationalisation and abolition of the 
Piivv Pluses Put soon we had begun 
to have doubts whether she did it 
mit of conviction or whether she did 
it to whip up nia.ss support for hei 
authoritarian type of functioning. The 
CPI held a contrary view and thev 
cooperated with Mrs Gandhi during 
this period, but the socialists and 
even the CPl(M) came to the con¬ 
clusion in 1969-70 that Mrs Gaiidhi’.s 
radkalisin was a gimmick, that all 
she was interested in was establish 
mg her dynastic ruk' in this country 

I used to meet JP from time to 
time and exihange ideas. What JP 
did subvquentlv. I know, was not a 
sudden de\4‘Iopnieiit but a gradual 
evolution of his thinking Some lead 
ers lav grtMt store bv consistency, 
but reallv great leaders are not om- 
slsti n' as far a.s details or tactics ni 
siit-iularv things are concerned. .1’’ 


travelled from Marxism to Sarvodaya 
and back to the leadership of the 
struggle for democracy, struggle 
against the Emergency, struggle for 
dvil liberties. Throughout this period 
be was inconsistent as far as second¬ 
ary things wore concerned, as far as 
the details or the tactics employed 
were concerned. But I make bold to 
assert that as far as adherences to 
lundamental principles were con¬ 
cerned, JP had been consistent 
throughout. JP accepted Marxism 
because he was totally against toi- 
cign rule, he was against the iniquit¬ 
ous social order and he wanted to 
establish a sodety ba.sed on social 
and economic justice. As far as these 
.prindples were concerned JP had 
been absolutely consistent. JP was a 
great believer in national independ¬ 
ence as well as in the cause of suffer¬ 
ing humanity. 

That is why he was moved by the 
sufferings of the common people in 
Bangladesh when that country suffer¬ 
ed under Yahya’s military dictator¬ 
ship and I persuaded JP to come out- 
of his Sarvodaya shell and take the 
lead in organising world opinion in 
favour of Bangladesh’s liberation. JP 
not only undertook a world tour in 
support of tlK- cause of Bangladesh’s 
liberation, he also organisc<] an im 
portant international conference in 
Delhi. JP’s effort played a big part 
in persuading liberal, progressive, 
democratic sodalist world opinion to 
support the cause of Bangladc.sh. JP 
was also a great lu-liever in national 
unify and he fervenllv held the belief 
that only Mahatma Gandhi’s beliet in 
communal harmony and senilansin 
could hold the country together. It 
was because of his belief in national 
unify and the cause of secularism, 
that he supported Sheikh Abdullah 
in his efforts to make uv" of his ser¬ 
vices to bring about the integration 
of Kashmir with the rest of India. 
He supported the Sheikh’s cause be 
rau.se he believed that as Kashmir 
was a part of India, India would re 
main a non-denominatiunal secular 
State. 

He also championed the cause of 
the Naga people and played a big 
role in organising a peace mission. 
JP was aware that Nagaland was a 
Christian majority area. JP was 
aware that the tribal people were 
fiercely independent and he wanted 
the people of Nagaland to enjoy 
their freedom as part of the Indian 
Itnion. I rcniembir during the com¬ 
munal holocaust in Bihar of 1946 
following the liots in Calcutta and 
Noakhall. JP and Badshah Khan 
(Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan) risked 
their own lives in order to reestab¬ 
lish communal peace in Bihar. JP 
continued to work tar communal 


harmony — during the last days of 
Mahatma Gandhi and thereafter. 
Those who hold Ja.vaprakasbj^ in 
great esteem must remember that 
Jayaprakashji was an ardent suppirt- 
er of the ideals of communal hat- 
mony and seoiinnim. To talk of 
loyalty for JP and to work against 
communal harmany ~ these two 
things cannot go together. 

But to revert to the point that l 
was making, after I'Jfl JP felt in¬ 
creasingly concerned over two prub 
lems — the country’s growing drift 
towards authoritarianism and the 
failure of the Sarvodaya method to 
solve the agrarian problem or bring 
about a revolutionary change in thr 
country’s social structure. He was 
seeking a way out and while he cc<« 
tinned to shun power, he felt tw^ 
he could not keep away from the poll 
deal structure. That is the reason 
why he extended his empathy an.i 
support to the Gujarat Nav Nirin.m 
agitation and advised students to 
leave their colleges and universitic^ 
to devote themselves at least for one 
year to constructive work. “Go to the 
villages and organise the peoiilc' 
Then in his own State of Bihar, <. 
struggle broke out and the Bihar 
Government tried to suppress it. JP 
finally came out of his slisll, so to 
say, to lead the Bihar movement 
Although the Congress Guvenimcn' 
rapidly lost public support, it mj- 
kept in otfice bv applying 'ora*. The 
whole power of the State, the powtu 
of the Central Government besideV 
the paramilitary forces like th" 
Central Reserve Police and the Boi ! 
dec Security Force, Industrial S< ; 
curitv Force and so on were divertir', 
to Bihar and ordered to siiopress tin 
agitaUon. 

At that point of time I rememb> 11 
I bad an interesting meeting wi • 
him in Allahabad. 1 asked him 
direct question — If he succeeds i- 
getting the Bihar Assembly dissolve' 
and a fresh election was ordered 
what would be his role in the cusu 
ing electoral struggle ? To that lit 
said : “1 cannot keep out because tin 
Assembly would be dissolved becau^ 
of my insistence, because at iii- 
movement. It would be my duty t 
provide an alternative Government' 

I said if you are going to Uike pa''! 
In the electoral battle, what w.’' |(i 
be the instrument, who would be tut 
candidates, how would they be select , 
ed? Then he said: “We shall baM 
to bring the Opposition Parties t.> i 
gether. But the candidates must ti< - 
sponsored by the popular commit i 
tees." They may be candidates h( i 
longing to the Opposition Partn-' 
but they must win the approval o’ 
the people’s committees which hg 
proposed to set up. I said if you'l 
candidates win a majority, will yoi|^ 
form a Government? He said yes. M 
said a Government will imply formil 
tion of a United Legislative Parti'll 
He said yes. it will have to be don'3 
there will have to be a common pro! 
gramme, there will have to be disnl 
pline. Then 1 asked him that meanj| 
you are going to form a Partil 
JP was taken aback and he told mf| 




JP fraveiied from Marxism to Sarvodaya and back to the 
leadership of the struggle for democracy. He was 
inconsistent as far as secondary things were concerned 
but as far as fundamental principles were concerned he 
was consistent throughout. 


*^il are askinx me too many quev 
tions I’ll answer them I’ll cross 
^ bridge when I come to it” I 
r^ember this conversation because 
after that JP deaded to extend the 
Bihar movement to other areas and 
organised a convention in Delhi in 
1974 and a national conunit^e for 
peoples’ struggle was formed Out of 
these discussions came the idea ot a 
great march on Parliament A draft 
ing committee was set up to formu 
late the demands and I remenibci 
one discussion where I raised th ques 
tion of Emergency, the Bangladesh 
Emergency I said Mrs Gandhi had 
not withdrawn her that Emergency 
,t yet and it was very hkely that 
would use the Emergency 
_ Dwers, clamp down autbontanau 
hile so we must include the demand 
for the revoking of the Emergenii 
in our charter of demands 
and this demand was fiaall> 
included The march was a big 
success and thereafter JP took 
an active part in the discussions cen 
temg arotmd Opposibon unity Then 
came the dissolution of the Gujarat 
Assembly and the Gujarat election 
and TP peisuaded the Opposition 
Parties to come together and the 
Janata Morcha was formed JP active 
ly campaigned tor this All these 
developments Anally led to the dea 
Sinn to bring about Opposition unity 
As far as we people were concerned 
were not prepared to go beyond 
a tederai P^aitv in fact, some of the 
socialists (irere not even prepared to 
have a federal Party They weic not 
prepared to go beyond a United 
Front They wanted to preserve their 
identity 

It was Chaudhury Charan Singh 
fully backed by Jayaprakash Nara 
yan who continued to insist on the 
formation of a united Party How 
ever the other Parties weie not pre 
pared to accept this and after the 
Allahabad judgments and the Guja 
rat elections a joint meeting of the 
National Executive of the four Oppo 
•ition Parties was held in Delhi JP 
attended that meeting and it was at 
this meeting that a deasion was 
taken to start 3 nvil disobedience 
campaign Mrs Gandhi made this 
her pretext for her massive attack 
auunst democracy and popular free 
dSm iP and others were arrested 

at midmght and pae^ed off to 
prisons Large scale arrests were 

made and tor several months we lost 
all contact with JP. 

A '~ ~ S soon as elections to the 
Lok Sabha were an 
aounced on January 18 
JP took the lead in 

---organising the electoral 

(truggle and the true sign of great 
ness IS that 0 reat men alway 

siinphfy complex situations into 
simple slogans Lenin talked of 
peace and land to the peasants and 
bought about a revolution m Czanst 
Russia Similarly JP simphfied the 
issue and said that the issue was 
democracy versus dictatorship This 
alonan so powerfully inBuenosd the 
people, who had suffered during the 
Emergency months that they splen 


didly tallied round the banner of the 
Janata Party and its albes and a 
crushing defeat was inflicted on 
Mrs Gandhi. 

JP came to Delhi and' administered 
an oath to the newly elected mem 
hers of the Janata Parly at Rajghat 
It IS well to lemeniber what oath was 
administered by JP IP asked us to 
work for a iundaniental transforms 
tion of political economic and social 
relations H( wanted us to defend po 
pular liberties He wanted us to woik 
for the uphftment ot the lowly and 
the oppressed in the 27 months that 
the Janata Parly was m powci did 
we fulfil th< pledg" that we took at 
Raighdl’ Any honest person will 
have to admit that tin J iiiata Party 
did not carry out the pledge which it 
had taken at Riighat 
I was sayng that any honest per 
son will hav. to admit that we have 
badly let down the people Everybo 
dv knows that IP wis extremely uii 
happy about the peiforniance of the 
Covernnynt but many tunes he said 
that since he was tied down to tin 
dlalvsis machine and could not play 
an ac*iv( part he would not hkc to 
say muih about what was happening 
In the country Attempts were made 
by some people to exploit his name 
or to involve him in eoutioversie s 
which in the p^rspecetivc of history 
have no significance whatsovei 1 us 
ed to have long discussions with him 
bet I always desisted from using his 
name in current contioversies 
Apart from Mahatma Gandhi 
whom I nev«r knew intimately ai 
the peisonal level the two liadeis 
who profoundly inlliitneed mv thin 
king and mv life are Jayapiaka li 
Narayan and Dr Lolin 1 alway fe/1 
that if the two of them had not diif 
ted apart aftei the 1')')'’ e lee turns it 
JP had not left the sueiali.t most 
ment if he had not diift'd into ^ar 
vodaya if be had continued to 01 ga 
olse the socialist movcnienl and tin 
mass orgamsation and the enganisa 
tion of youth and women schc elute el 
castes scheduled tnbts I do feel JP 
and Lohid togethri would have been 
able to forge a really piogressivc and 
formidable alternative to th Indian 
National Cemgress 
I am acitely awaie that Di l^ohia 
tactical lint ol elceloial adiustments 
among nonCongiess Parties 01 JP 
policy of uniting the Opposition Pai 
ties — di.parati Opposition Parties 
with their conflicting ideologies - 
these tactic‘ hue anseii out of a fun 
damenfil w akness The absence of 
a strong socialist mov'ment backed 
by a powerful oigani>ation of tin 
peasants industiial woikeis agticul 
tural labour*IS students and youth 
I am not '•aying th it IP should 
have taken an active role m powei 
politics Neither Dr Tohia nor IP a 


I said at the very outset, were after 
power But one question needs to be 
squarely faced What is the role of 
State power in social transformation^ 
What IS the role of Raj Shakti and 
lok Shakti f Ultimately the use ol 
State powei is an important ingredi 
ent in bringing about a soaal revolu 
tion T know that there is great dan 
ger of this State power, of this coer 
ave power becoming an unfettered 
tyranny That danger has always 
been there in all revolutionaiv chan 
Kiss The problem to my mind was 
how to use State power for bringing 
about fundamental sonal changes 
and at the same time tame that 
State power in the interests of the 
people through oiganisations of po 
pulai will or populdi strength 

1 don’t know what the solution is 
to this problem It JP had 
not been paralysed by ill health may 
be be would have biieii able to 01 ga 
nise the populai will aud to take the 
Janata Guveinnient and the State 
puwaei and would have compelled it 
to implement the promises made in 
the election maoifestu Maybe I am 
only dreaming But if 1 have learnt 
anything tiom JP and iiom Di Lohia 
and Mahatma Gandhi it is this less¬ 
on that you cannot be tndilfercnt to 
the question ot State powei lo lun 
away from this question would be 
tantaniiiunt to < scapism At the same 
time by having ivioiurse to Parbamc 
nt parliamentary methods and elec 
Soial maiunlies and foiniation oi 
governments wc are not going to ar 
liiese much After all people hav* 
to be organised Their desnes and 
aspirations have to be articulated 
And pressure of popular opinion has 
to be generated to force the w< ildci s 
oi power to impimnent their pronu 
ses This IS an unfinished task that 
JP has left behind And those of u 
who agree with this tundamental 
proposition have to acctpl th* ihall 
enge 

We are all small men conftouted 
With great problems With humility 
and faith in the ideals which IP held 
dear to his Iv'ait we sboulo tr. to 
rontnbflte uur niite in the nere.sais 
task of bringing about social transfoi 
mation in this euuntrv For more than 
3 000 yidis laige numb* is of our jhi) 
pV" havi been denied ev<n ’he basic 
nghts Mor* than 40 per cent of our 
population continues to liv* below 
the poverty lin* Unless we (p"atc a 
new sonal order where the common 
peopl* would occupy the esrntre of 
the stage we tannot be said to have 
paid a real tnbute lo JP I feel that 
all of us should re dedicate our 
selves to the ideals of layiprikadi 
Naravan which were also th* id* il- 
of Mahatma Gandhi the id*als »>f 
Pandit Tiwihailal N<hiu ind V* tan 
Subhas Chandra Bos" ■ 



JP the Revolutionary 



I HE curtain |iai been runa 
down on the ccnturv & 
moat ciHitrover&icil Indian 
who for nearly five de 

_I cades occupied a unique 

place in the hie of tiie counliy No 
Indian m the post Independence era, 
wiili the obvious exceptions of 
Molundas Karanithand Gandhi and 
Jawaharlal Ncbiu, came anywhere 
ncai to sill ling the feelings of the 
people as Jayaprakash Narayan did 
Bat aftei the homages and the tri¬ 
butes aie over and myth and lealitv 
stall then interplay with the memo 
ty oi his hie the' cruual assessment 
will have to follow But what do we 
make oi him I Whatever may be the 
liiial verdict of bistuiy — one may 
nut agree with his ideas, dialectical 
ly one may make mincemeat of his 
concept oi the total revolution, om* 
might even be tempted to conclude 
that his thoughts and ideas were 
woolly and he was a muddle headed 
thioiisei who often deseited what he 
had cailici considered the only path 
that tuuld lead to the promised land 
of peace, piogicss and prospciity — 
that would nut detract lioni the fait 
that thiough bis intensely Used and 
eventful pulKical life, this man had 
consistently been m search of an 
idea that might tiace a new path tor 
the country 

lust, bow did the man bimscll 
look at the result ot bis hte's work' 
When in his last days be contempla 
ted the impending failure of bis most 
theiished creation — the Janata 
i'ai ty - was he at peace with him 
self ’ He told me in July 1978, ‘ Well. 

I dont claim to J»e entiiely at peace 
with inysclt Id a peisoiial sense. I 
am But when 1 look at what is bao- 
pening aiound me 1 led very un 
happy then I am surely not at peaev 
witii inysclt I would Uke to do some 
tiling about what 1 think is going 
wrong, but, uniorlunatcly, partly be 
cause- ot my illness and paitfy becau.se 
ot othti Inimatioiis 1 am unable to 
do very much lliat adds to my dis 
satistdction with myself and the 
sjsudtion that obtains ovei which l 
cant have complete contiol" 

Was this the same man who bad 
only the otbei day, so to speak rais 
eii thi nation iiom the dead' Quite 
so suid thi Janata Tarty piesidenl. 
( hauciiiishtkhdi, when I asked him 
wait Ills dsses.snu‘nt was ot Jayapra 
k I I) s rule in rescuing India from 
luthmitarianism Bbula, you know 
my upmion about Jayaprakash Naia 
yan Hes loli |ii gaving demociaiy in 
this countiy was asse.ssed by me as 
eaily as m 197-1 If was toi the hrst 
liiiK- aitei 1947 it 1 may say so, aflei 
Mahatma Gaudh> Jayaprakash was 
the oiilv person who enthused the 
masses fo assert artain values in 
cut public hie At that time the pres- 
tue ot oui parliamentary institutions 
out demon atic instKutiuns wen- 
slow li being eroded and Jayaprakash 
tti.-<l to diaw the attcntiun of the 

II III n tu that pioblem Corruption 


ID high places, favouritism, nepotism, 
in lighting for power — these were 
some of the maladies eating In¬ 
to the very vitals of our democracy 
Jayapiakasb started his movement on 
these issues. 

“I feel that if JP bad not started 
the mcncnient at that time perhaps 
we would have been caught ui toe 
trap of authoritarianism Though 1 
was in the Congress, I tried my nest 
to save the country and the Congress 
fiom being driven to the wall 1 have 
no hesitation m admitting, however 
that It was ot little avail Most of 
the time it was just a cry in the 
wilderness But when JP took the 
lead in the movement people were 
enthusid, they were involved 

No sooner had we come out of jail 
than we saw what JP had done dur¬ 
ing 1974 and 197S did not go to 
wasti Teople remembered all that 
was K sponsible for the demoraliza¬ 
tion ID the nation, and they also re- 
membeied the sacrifice JP had made 
1 think that the Janata Paity could 
win the elections only because JP 
had sown the seeds of courage and 
determination among the people 
Ihdt contiibubon cannot be fcK-got 
ten Mahatma Gandhi ftave us free 
dum, JP gave us the will to survive 
as a democratic nation.” 

In leplv to my question during the 
same interview jn Julv, 1979 as to 
what ho thought of the accusation 
that hr had often gone off at a tan 
gent Javaprakash said "Going off 
at a tangent would suggest that do 
ing something which is comnletely 
diffpiint from what one had been 
doing before or trying to achieve In 
mv case it is not going off at a tan 
gent but making various kinds of 
evDcnments When one did not sue 
cepd I tried to find something better 
which could answer the needs of the 
Mluition Because of frequent breaks 
in the loiirney due to either mv 
health CM imonsonment or something 
else then has not been a continuous 
thread But I have never felt that 
I am going off at a tangent 1 am 
put suing something which is a fued 
and woithwhilc objective, and if one 
patii In It ends up nowhere, then 
anufhci path has to be iound’’ This 
• vide 111 ly ov It looked the point that a 
I laim could not be substKuted for 
logical e\pu.sitiou It would therefore 
be- nice, saiy to go into his long and 
complis political liti. to hnd a satis- 
lacsotv ansMi I 

jlU concept ol demociatic 
--ucialtsiu. unlike com 
munism appeared rather 
late un the Indian puhfi 

-cal scene Consequent 

upon fhc failure of the 1932 uvil 
disobedieiici- movement a sizable 
section ul (ungressmen looked ask 
ance .ii tianUhis leadership, cunvino 
ed that he bad left them in the 
luich II some Congressmen were 
cage I tor some form ol constitutional 
politics some others numerically 


His thoughts live on 


By BHOLA CHATTERJI 


small though, emphasised the need 
for a JeK ot centre oiientation of the 
freedom struggle Foremost among 
them were Yusul Meherally, Ham 
manohar Lohia, Achyut Patwardhan 
Asokd Mehta and S M Joshi, and 
Narendra Deva and Jayapiakasb, the 
Indian soaalist movement’s two con 
farmed Marxists In a manner rti 
si»akmg, Ndsik Road, Central Prison/ 
where they had been lodged after 
their arrest for participation in the 
civil disobedience movement was the 
birth place of the Congress Soaalist 
Party (CSP) In this Jayaprakash act 
ed the part ot a midwife. Ihe CSP 
was formally established as a group 
within the Congress in 1934 with 
Jayaprakash as jts secretary 
It IS during his slay in the USA 
that JP took to communism The 
Marxist Jayapiakasb was ‘persuaded” 
by M N Roy’s “wiitings ot those 
days to believe that Gandhiji was 
against the social revolution and 
would at a moment of crisis hasten 
to uphold the system of cvploitatiun 
and inequality’ On hi* rtluin toi 
India in November 1929 Jayaprakash ' 
met Jawaharlal Nehru at Sabarmali 
Ashram CcHninon interests formed a 
tend between the two men and 
Nehru invited him to join the AJtG 
(All India Congress Committee) 
Labour Research Department as its 
secretary He accepted the offer For 
two months in 1930 he also worked 
as private sccerlary to G D Birla, 
the Marwari businessman who haa 
shot into prominence as one of Gan 
dhis hosts Two things that marked 
him out were, on the one band, his 
affectionate relationship with Nehru 
and dishke of Gandhi and, on the 
other, complete disillusionment with 
the Moscow oriented communist 
movement, in this case the Ckimmii 
nist Party of India tCPI) 

He gave a wide berth to the CPI 
as rt dissoaated Rsell fiom the main 
stream ot the nationalcst struggle’'.' 
His argument was that “the commu 
DLsts in India were only following, of 
course the policy laid down by the 
Third Communist International 
which by then bad toino (.oiuplett 1> 
under the leadeiship of Stalin The 
patently mistaken pobey that the 
Comintern bad been following since 
1928 and which had resulted in the 
division of the labour and the soaa 
list movements throughout the world 
and in the isolation of the commu ' 
Dists from the national movements 
in all the colonial countries, appeal 
cd to me, as indeed it was later ac 
know lodged to be, contrary to Marx 
1st tbcor,v generally and speatically 
to the tamous colonial policy enun 
ciatcd by Lenin My diiferences with 
the CPI thus marked the beginning 
of iny Ideological alienation frim 
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Soviet Ru&sla itself, which to me 
was till then the paragon and exetn 
ulai <>l all Lummunist virtues ...... J 

HfOuially kept away from the CPI 
and joined the ranks of the soldwn 
of fiei'dom” 

ft was generally recognised at that 
tiini that lavaprakash wa.s the mov 
me spirit behind the Party’s emblas 
oiling ‘Marxism” on its banner Car¬ 
ried iway as he was by his idealistic 
fartb in Marxism, he failed to take 
(ognisance of the basic contradic¬ 
tions in his approach to the question 
cither of unity with the CPI or of 
relations wrtb the Congress Elabora¬ 
ting the policy and programme the 
Chi’ .should adhere to, Jayapiakash 
said "llir immediate task is to de 
velop the national movement into a 
I cal anti irapenahst movement aim 
ing at freedom from the foreign 
power and the native system of ex 
ploitdtion tor that it is necessary to 
wean the anti impenahst elements in 
the Congress aiway irom its bourgeois 
leadership and to bring them under 
the leadership of revolutionary soda 
lism 'Ibe party’s own programme 
must be Marxist, otherwise it will 
fail to fulfil Its task and kadcrslup 
Mancisin alone can guide the anti 
imperialist forces to their ultimate 
destiny Party members must, there 
foie, lully uodersfand the technique 
of revolution, the theory and prac¬ 
tice of da.ss struggle, the nature of 
the State and proiesses leading to 
soaahst su(iety" 

Since Subhas Chandra Bose ana 
iJawaharlal Nehru were at that time 
generally looked upon as the most 
devoted champions ot “lefUsm” in 
the Ca>ngre.ss an appiaisal of their 
attitude toward the soualists would 
be in order here Not long after the 
formation ot the GSP Subhas Bose 
stated that “though the Congress 
Socialist Party has, in some respects, 
been baiking hack to the ideas ano 
shtbholclhs that were popular forty 
or fifty years ago. it does stand for 
a radual tendenry in the nationalist 
movement and the formation of such 
a party » a very hopeful feature ot 
the tunes” 

This was not greatly oomforting 
to the soaabsts, nor did they have 
reason to appreciate Subhos's com¬ 
ments on tbe observation Nehru had 
mode on December 18, 1933 "1 do 
beheve that fundamentally the dioice 
before the world today is one bet¬ 
ween some form of communism and 
some form of fascism, and am all for 
the former, that w communism.” Thu 
prompted Subhas to soy that “tbe 
view IS fundamentally wrong 
Unleas we are at the end of the pro¬ 
cess of evolution or unless we aimy 
evolution altogether, there is no rea¬ 
son to hold that our choice is restric¬ 
ted to two alleraatives Consider 
mg everyhing, one is inclmed to hold 
that tbe next phase in world-hutory 
will produce a synthesis between 
cominumsin and fascism And W|lt It 
be a surprise if that synthesis is 
piodiiced ID India^” 

Jay<.prakash’s atutude toward 
OaiKtiii cnanged diptinaly well before 
tile oaiMbi buhbas contuct came to a 
heao ^ne dctencc of hu neutral 
40 


stand on tbe tiaodhi-Subhas dispute 
at toe inpuri Congress was that 
since a grave situauon has arisen” 
threatening Congress unity, “no 
efiort should be spared to maintam 
that unity”. And he assured “Ma¬ 
hatma Candhi oi the fullest support 
ot tne Party in maintaining this 
univv' Kefuting the accusation that 
the ChP had surrendered to Gandhi. 
Jayaprakash said that “the eSecUve 
leadership of the Congress is in the 
hands of Gandhiji If a national 
struggle as opposed to a sectional, 
factional or partial, can be launched 
by Mahatma Gandhi alone, it is sui- 
odal to light him It u necessary to 
lend him our fullest support”. In 
this It wouMI be hard to detect-eveu 
a faint trace of the acerbic anti- 
Gandhi idiom that until recently had 
been an insepaiaUe item of Jaya- 
prakash’s ideological baggage Yes¬ 
terday’s crusading “Marxist” had 
already come quite close to smneom 
he once called “a bourgeois refor 
mist’’. Tbe change in his thinkmp 
could be traced to a combination ol 
factors — his growing disendiant- 
ment with Marxism, opposition from 
his non Marxist colleagues in the 
Party; Nehru’s influence and, last 
but not the least, Prabhavati, who 
was both a tnend ot Nehru’s wite 
Kamald and a devout Gandhian. 

If the socialist movement spent the 
pre-Independence yeais in persistem 
endeavours to get itself simultane 
ouslv accepted as a Marxist critic ot 
the Communist Party and a radical 
diallcnge to the Congress, its efforts 
since Independence weie to project 
Itself both as the Party of sodaUsm 
with an Indian face and as a viable 
alternative to the Congress Java 
rakash had already started casting 
imselt in the Gandhian mould Not 
withstanding his reference to Mar¬ 
xism. he made it clear at the 1949 
Patna conference of the Party that 
“vdion I talk about the prindples 
Gandhi]] stood for, his teaching and 
praclit'c and the lcs.son.s these have 
for the socidhst movement, T am 
quite serious” He did not consider 
this incompatible with his eagerness 
to render all as.sistantv from cladc-s 
tine arms procurement to collection 
of money, to the Party sponsored 
anti Rarakar armed resistance move 
ment in the then Nizam’s Hyderabad 
He also gave unreserved support in 
terms of weapons as well as monev, 
to the Nepali Congress led 1950-51 
armed struggle against Rana auto 
cracy And he defended this in the 
name of Gandhi 

B> the time the Soeialst Party 
and the Kisan Mazdoor Praia 
Party (KMPP) merged, in 1953 to 
form tbe Praja Sooabat Party (PSP) 
(a section of the Subhasist Forward 
Bloc joined it subsequently) sharp 
differences of opinion between Jaya- 
piakash and Lohia had surfac^ 
Ibey differed on a wide range of 
issues — the Party’s ideological 
foundation, relation with Vinoba 
Bhave’s Bboodan movement (with 
which Jayaprakash had already Men- 
tihed himself) and tbe attitude to¬ 
ward Nehru. If Jayaprakash brus- 
queiv dismissed lobua’s opposition to 


his talks with Nehru, in early 1953, 
in order to explore the porabilities > 
ot Congress-PSP cooperatimi at both 
Party and Govemment levels, he also 
emphasised Chat Vinoba had picked 
up tbe threads where Gandhi had 
left them. The announcement of his 

final break with Marxism” in 1952 
was soon followed by his decision 
“to give up politics” in late 1953 Of 
course he retained his formal mem¬ 
bership of the PSP until tbe intra 
Party conflict split it down the 
middle, compelhng Lohia to estabbsh 
his own Socialist Party in early 
January 1956. 

Jayaprakash plunged himself into 
the Bhoodan-Sarvodaya movement, be¬ 
ing convmoed that “ue philosophy of 
Bboodan ... the ncdilest of ideas .. 

IS the first s^ toward a total revo¬ 
lution — sodu, political and ecemo- 
mic” He had also come fo believe 
that “the Party system ... was seek¬ 
ing to reduce the people to the posi¬ 
tion of sheep ... met Parties ... rule 
in the name of the people and create 
the illusion of democracy and selt- 
government ... For my it is not 
the Party system that is the main 
culprit, but parliamentary democracy 
Itself^ which gives rise to it” 

The emphasis was on Lohaaeeh 
(politics of the people) as opposed to 
Kojonoett (rolitics of Party and pow- 
ci), on LokastMktt (people’s power) 
as distinct from Roiasnaklt (State 
power). In all this tbe guiding sidrit 
was Gandhi who, in ttm words of 
Jayaprakash, “did not take power 
into his own hands, which was a very 
extraordinary thmg for a leader to 
do After every successful revolu 
tion, the leader takes power into his 
hands Washmgton became the first 
US President, Lemn became the 
first Pnme Mmister of Soviet Russia 
But Gandhiji neither became tbe 
first President nor the first Prime 
Minister Free India Why’ Be¬ 
cause he was thinking of grassroots 
democracy, of going to the people 
and showing them how to run their 
affairs themselves” 


ETWEEN then and June 
25, 1975 some 30 years 
had rolled by. On the 

foUowing morning India 

<—-woke up to be told W 

Mrs Gandhi that democracy 

had been put m tbe deep¬ 

freeze m order to foil “an attempt by 
Fascist forces to subvert the demo¬ 
cratic system". And she had no use 
for euphemism when it came to 

identtfymg the source that gave sap 
to tbe evil forces — Jayaprakash 
Narayan. That doubtless was one of 
life’s great ironies. 

Tbe forces of authoritarianism had 
seemmgly been made to bite the dust 
and the Janata Party was Installed m 
office with the 82-year-old Morarji 
Desai as Prime Minuter, thanks once 
again to Jayajwakash. We can de¬ 
pend on him to testify to this. In 
his own words, "I helped them to 
come to power because 1 bad hoped 
they would yet write a new chapter 
of India’s history”. But Morarji 
Desai did not particularly care for 
JP. Prune Minister Desai not only 





took nmbrige at Jayaprakash’s oiti* 
dsm of the Goveniment, be also 
insisted on rubbfau the pout in that 
it was his job to determine bow the 
show should be managed. 

That was not all .Lest anyone 
should set ideas into us head Prime 
Minister Desai made it dearly under¬ 
stood, particularly when infighting 
bad almost made the Janata Pai^ a 
caricature itself, tiiat "Jayapra- 
kash Narayan is not the arbiter in 
Party affairs”. For that matter. Pre¬ 
mier Desai emidiasised, “Mr Nariwan 
may tell many thin^, but that does 
not mean 1 am gUng to accept 
them”. Maybe that was why Prime 
Minister Desai, in reply to my re 
quest last July for his assessment of 
Jayaprakash’s role in rescuing India 
from authoritarianism said : "I do 
not think it is a task whidi I can 
perform. It is not fair to assess a 
living personality and measure it 
because it can lead to all kinds of 
interpretations which are never 
meant. 1 therefore refrain from do¬ 
ing it. And that’s why I am sorry 
1 can't give you any assessment 
about it beyim saying that he did 
perform a significant part in that 
movement. Beyond that I won’t say 
anything.” The condusion may not 
he wide off the mark that Jayapra- 
kasb, who had been branded as a 
rebel by both the colmial and the 
indigenous rulers, had also become a 
thorn in the flesh of the men (one 
ot the notable exce^ons being the 
Janata Party (resident (Sandra 
Shekhar) whom he had lent a helping 
band to climb up the ladder of 
power. 

According to Jayaprakash, he "bad 
always believed that Mrs Gandhi had 
no faith in democracy, that she was 
bv inclination and conviction a dicta¬ 
tor”. If this is taken at its face value 
the que.stion naturally would arise 
What did he do to meet the situation? 

Even as late as December 1973 
Jayaprakash stated in the course of 
his inaugural address to the All India 
Radical Humanist Conference in Cal¬ 
cutta that "Party democracy, that is, 
democracy based on and manipulated 
by political Parties is a most unsatis¬ 
factory and defective system of 
democracy. The people, by and 
large, are fed up with all political 
parties and the present form and 
practice of democracy.” Five months 
later he said, on June 5, 1974, that 
“the Bihar movement was no longer 
a students’ movement restricted to 
the 12 original demands plus the few 
others that had been added since 
18th March but that the move¬ 
ment’s or struggle’s ultimate aims 
were nothing less than total revolu¬ 
tion.” Before another five months 
passed be stated on November 5. 
1974 that the Bihar movement was 
no longer "between tbe people of 
Bihar and the Gafoor Ministry but 
betMfeen tbe people of India and the 
Prime Minister.” In between be had 
come to the conclusion that “if the 
(Bihar) movement had been confined 
to the Sarvodaya workers alone and 
Hs principle was to keep away all 
political Parties including tbe ruling 


Pany, it wohld have ^n possible to 
keep them away. But. then, there 
would have been no people’s move 
ment.” Rai.sing tbe question, “is the 
involvement of the political Parties 
in a Bihar-type people’s movement an 
unmixed evil?” he said : "My un¬ 
hesitating an^er is No. Its first 
result, too obvious to be argued is 
that it lends strength to the move¬ 
ment.” 

If Jayaprakash had reasons to be¬ 
lieve that democracy had all along 
been an anathema to Indira Gandhi 
(an entiy dated July 22, 1975 in his 
Prison Diary would confirm this), he 
also recorded (entry dated August 28, 
1975) that “from all that she has 
been doing sinoe 1971 at least, it ap¬ 
pears that she is afraid oi demo¬ 
cracy because then she is not sure 
if she would remain in power." But 
why was he hesitant to speak out 
against Mrs Gandhi before 1974? 
First, be had not yet ruled out the 
possibility of achieving "a politics 
of consensus” that might iadlitatc 
certain radical .vodo-pulitical dianges 
without damaging the basic democra¬ 
tic structure. Also, be still believed 
that “whatever might be Mrs 
Gandhi’s personal inclination, K would 
not be possible for her to become a 
dictator ... that the people would not 
allow It and she would have no 
courage to go ahead ... that the Con¬ 
gress Party ... would not let that 
happen.” I’hcn, although he realised 
that the Bhoodan-Sarvodaya move- 
■nent, with which he had completely 
identified himself, was not the ins¬ 
trument that could serve his purpwie. 
be had still to make up his mind 
to abandon it. Thirdly, be was in 
search of an instrument that cxiuld 
meet tbe challenge of the Indira 
regime. In the given context he sett¬ 
led on a course ol limited strugghr- 
compronitse concession- coasolidation 
and the same process all over again 
until he was able to muster the 
"leadiTsbip and organization ... neces¬ 
sary to bring out ot the revolutionary 
situation a revolutionary movement” 
which could "complete the revolution 
that Gandhiji's as.sassjnaUon had 
abiuptly left unfinished,” that is, the 
unfinished tasks oi the bourgeois 
di-nio(Tatic revolution. And this was 
absolutely oecc-ssary (it might have 
been his argument) in order to 
lealisc the objective of “total revolu¬ 
tion” — “revolution in every sphere 
and aspect of society" and thus pave 
the way for the cstabILshment of “a 
casteless and classh^«s” society. 

Fourthly, there were his personal 
relations with tbe Nehru family. It 
is ws'll known that he had enjoyed 
a special rapport with Nehru, even 
though he opposed thp latter on 
many issues. A.s Jayaprakash put it 
some days after Indira Gandhi's 
meeting with him in August 1977, "1 
always regarded Panditji (Nehru) a» 
my brothel and hr also treated me 
like that. My wife Prabhavati re¬ 
garded Kamala Nehru as her closest 
friend. We always treated Mrs 
Indira Gandhi as our daughter and 
that relationship exists even now” 
Indeed it was inconceivable that 
Prabhavati would be happy to see 


Jayaprakash and Kamala’s only 
daughter Indira lodoed together In a 
mortal combat. 

Be that as it may, it did not take 
him lung to realise that tbe 
Janata Party with which be had 
idcntibed himself was not the instru¬ 
ment that could be depended upon 
to realise even a minimum of the 
much needed basic changes 
in society, not to speak of 
tbe concept of “total revolution”. 
Much to his regret, he found out 
that it was not commitment to an 
ideology but a combination of other 
factors, sudi as personal prejudices, 
caste and personality equations, that 
determined tbe Janata GovemmeiR’s 
approach to men and events. And be 
did not elect to be silent about it. 

It is certainly not an easy job to 
knit the various threads of JP’s life 
into a picture that can shine in all 
its hues and colours. But the foun¬ 
dation of his life was his sincerity: he 
meant H when be said that “a fire 
has been continuously burning in 
iny heart. 1 have always felt a great 
urge to change the present society 
which is based on injustioe and ex¬ 
ploitation. We will have to build up 
a new society where there would be 
equality and fullest freedom.” 

The hard-core of his philosophy 
remained constant — to create a 
society where man would be the 
nifa.sure of everything, where the 
right to dissent and to protest, if 
neces.sary to raisi*. the standard ot 
revolt against oppression and injus- 
tirc would not send a man to jail. 
He was not an escapist, whatever^ 
elsi* he might have been. If he stay¬ 
ed awav from Rajashahti it was be¬ 
cause he I (>01181x1 early enough the 
limitntioa'. of State power. How¬ 
ever. he wa.s aware that even Gan- 
dlii’.s "own high authorHv”, as Louis 
ri'.ilier .siiix-inctlv put it. “was no 
m,itch foi the power of a Govern- 
tnenl born of his efforts and whose 
iiienitK'r.'. touched hLs feet in obci- 
s.iiiie". That is why his em¬ 
phasis was on building up 
mass power which alone could 
fornpj'l Stale power to act in 
the right direction He was convinced 
lh.it the build-up and exercise of mass 
power became necessary whether foi 
abolishing laws and institutions that 
would refu.se to re.spond to the legiti- 
mat«> grievances of the people, for 
changiii," what was felt to be an im¬ 
moral law feven if that law enjoyed 
Jie author it i<‘.s’ sanction), nrforimplc- 
nienting declared programmes of the 
Government More importont. maM 
power was necessary to initiate basic 
changtes in sodety. This could not be 
accomplished alone on the basis of 
politics of Party and power. For this 
politics of the people would have to 
be cultivated He firmly believed that 
“the people cannot move unless there 
IS a nrtalytic agent and this catalytic 
agent is the selfless servant who goes 
to the people, not for any reward or 
return not with the idea that tbe peo¬ 
ple will vote for him, but to create 
revolution in the minds and hearts of 
the people”. That was precisely what 
be kept on doing even as his life was 
fast ebbing away. ■ 
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CHRYSAL 

Wonderful that anything so useful can look sogood! 


A touch of glamour A look 
of class In a choice of sets 
and designs to suit your taste 
Chrysal is the name for 
beauty and utility in your home 
We call It beautility ware And it 
romes in a choice of 
(ombinations you tan proudly 
own one or more sets and keep 
bujfdmg up your coMertion 
6e7,ause once you own a set 
you II want to buy more 




Chrysal is styled with seveial 
coats of decorative inks to keep 
It looking good as new for yeais 

Chrysal is made from material 
specially selected for optimum 
thickness and tempei so that each 
container from the smallest to 
the laige-.t is built stronrjer to 
last longer 

Chrysal containers c ome in 
sizes to suit your nec'ds 1 kq 
2 kq 5 kq and 10 kq In addition 
there are smart little sp re cans 
plus an attractive refre>hment 
tray and cork backed table mats 
to mate 1 

Chrysal sets tomt complete 
with matching shelf slit kers and 
self adhesive labels for your 
containers 

Chrysal is white coated 
inside and topped v\ ith many 
layers of FDA approved 
scratch re‘ istant lac quer so that . 
It stays rustproof and your 


food stays f'esh 

Chrysal offers you full 
satisfaction or your money back 
that s hove sure 
we arr of its 
performance 
in your home 
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Chr^^sal beautility for your home from Metal Bnk 



J P the politician 


-AYAPRAKASH NARA 

YAM devoted nearly SU 
of his 77 years to the 
service of the nation and 

_endeavoured to promote 

the cause ot the poor and the down¬ 
trodden. Thu first 18 of these SO 
years be spent in the Congress, fight 
ing for Independence and at the 
same time trying to turn it into a 
Party for socialist transformation of 
the country. Duiing the last five 
years of his life he was the most 
powerful enemy of the Congress. ,is 
led by Indira Gandhi. He succeeded 
in bringing down hei dictatorial and 
cruel regime, thus making the Con¬ 
gress los<‘ the monopoly of power It 
had enjoyed since* Independence. 
This was the most significant 
achievement of his long political 



career. 

The instrument he toigud tor thts 
was the Janata Party Whether us a 
Congressman or .is a (Congress social¬ 
ist or, aftei Indepemleme, as a plain 
Soriali.st outsidi' the Congress, be 
never made a niaik as <i Paity 
organisc‘ 1 . I'ho.se weie his younget 
days, and he was physically fit to do 
hard work and move up and down 
the country lor the cause he espous 
rd. If he failed to make of the 
SoHali.st Party and, later, the Praia 
Socialist Party, puwcrtul political 
^ organisations in those days, it stands 
/ to reason that, even it his health had 
not failed him, he would nut have 
been able to hammer out of the 
Janata’s five disparate constituents 
a solidly united Party working for a 
set goal. 

Because of grave illness, he could 
not even make the attempt. He was 
ailing when he was airc.stcd by 
Indira Gandhi in June 1875 even 
before the country had known that 
the had imposed on the country a 
second Emergency on top of the one 
that had beeh in force since Uecem 
ber 1971. In detention his health 
broke down completely. He develop¬ 
ed kidney trouble from which he 
never recovered and which ultimately 
caused his death. Even though 
■eriouslv ill, he exerted himself and 
was able to bring the five Janata 
coosUtuents on a platform to give 
fight to the Congress in 1977. His 
health deteriorated further. Over a 
long period he hovered between life 
and death. In March this year the 
rumour spread that he was dead. 
Parliament made a fool of Itself by 
passing a condolence resolution on 
the basis of this rumour. 


There were conflicts within the 
Janahi even when the Party was for¬ 
mally inaugurated at Mahatma 
Gandhi's samadhi in 1977. Tbeae 
flared up pubUcly in June 1978 but 
were partially patched up. The end 
of the Janata, as JP had forged it, 
came in July 79 .The political edifice 
he had built in his old age crashed, 
and this at a time when Indira 
Gandhi was again on the scene, bid- 
4.1 


Unlike so many others he showed 
no appetite for power 


By RANAJIT ROY 


ding for a return to power. What 
could be greater mortification for 
him than that a section of the 
Janata, out to capture power, collud 
ed with her to break the Party and 
Its Government? His death may have 
been hastened by thi.s turn of events. 

JP himself had a wholesome dis¬ 
like for office and parliamentary life. 
He nevei chose to become a legisla¬ 
tor or a Minister. In this he was so 
difii'Ment from the general run ot 
rongressmeii and leaders and, as 
events Intei showed, many irf hi.s 
one-time Si>nali.st colleagues and 
followers By 1.936, when he was 34. 
he had <ir(|uired such fame as a 
political worker that Jawaharlal 
Nehiu included him in his working 
committee The year before the 
British Parliament had passed the 
Government of India Act, providing 
for provincial autonomy. In 1937 the 
(.ongn'ss formed Gowrnments in 
several provinces. If JP had so 
desired, he reuld easily have become 
a legislator and a Minister in Bihar 
or UP. He' not only kept himself 
aloof from legislatures and Minis¬ 
tries. blit also clashed with Mahatma 
Gandhi and Nehru on the issue of 
arceptanre of office In the years 
after the first general cle^ion, 
Nehru tried to draft him into his 
Government but JP spurned his 
offers, lie proposed a 14-point pro¬ 
gramme which Nehru was not In a 
position to arci-pl. Even if the pro¬ 
gramme had bc'en accepted, it is 
doubtful if JP would have joined the 
Government. 

JP was bv then under the pressure 
of the Bhoodan movement which 
Vinoba Bhave. the ‘nakal Gandhi*, 
had begun in Telengana, and the 
Congress had begun beating Bhave’s 
dnini The Sodali.sts. JP included, 
had exaggerated ideas of their hold 
on the oeo'ile. esperiallv in UP and 
Bihar. They believed that they were 
a match for the Congress. The 
General Election of 1952 shattered 
their illusion. In the Lok Sabha 
election the Socialists put up 295 
candidates among whom no more 
than 12 won. Its future mate, the 
KMPP, won even les.s—10 seats. On 
the other hand, the Congress got ao 
fewer than 363 seats. Even the Com¬ 
munists. then hated by nationalist 
opinion because of their opposition 
to the Quit India movement of 1942 
and their collaboration with the 
British during the war after Hitler’s 
invasion of the Soviet Union, did 
better. With 70 candidates in the 
field, they won 27 seats, five more 
than the combined strength of the 
Socialist Party and the KMPP. In 
the assemblies also, even in Bihar 


and UP, these two Parties fared 
very poorly. Neither the Socialist 
Party nor the KMPP ever got ovei 
this shock, not even after jointly- 
forming the PSP. 


1 ^ 


EHRU, more than any' 
other senior Congress 
leader, had before In¬ 
dependence propagated 
the need for land re¬ 
forms. In power he was face to face 
with the truth that his Party itself 
was the big^st stumbling block to 
these reforms. He did not fight it 
out with his reactionary opponents 
In this vital sphere, as in so many 
other fields, but yielded to them. 
The reforms were stalled. In the 
late Sixties, a Planning Commission 
team recorded that “lack of political 
will” stood in the way of these re 
forms. This lack of will was a 
legacy of Nehru’s days. About the 
time of Independence the Commur 
ists began a movement to force land 
reforms which caught the imagina¬ 
tion of the poor and the landless on 
a wide scale in Telengana in Andhra. 
Landlords, backed bv governmental 
power, marshalled their forces to 
frustrate this movement. Clashe.s 
occurred at many places. In 
name of restoration of law and order 
the Government let loose a reign oi 
terror on the Communists and people 
hungry for land. The movement was 
crushed. 

At this stage the old frame »t 
Vinoba Bhave with his slogan of 
bhoodan (gift of land) appeared on 
the scene. Since the Congress would 
not carry out the promised reforms, 
an illusion had to be created that 
the avaricious landlord.s could be 
made to undergo a change of heart 
and give land to those who did not 
have it. JP, shocked by the failur . 
of his Party in the General Election 
now began seeing in bhoodan the 
"revolution beautiful." By 1954 he* 
had fallen so much under the spell 
of the tooodan movement that he 
decided-to devitc himself entirely to 
it and quit politics altogether. In 
course of time, bhoodan spawned 
gramdan, shramdan, and Jivandan. 
It is now beyond dispute that the 
bhoodan movement was a colossal 
failure. It was indeed a hoax perpe¬ 
trated on the country. 

There came a time when Bhave and 
JP quarrelled, and quarrelled pub¬ 
licly The quarrel took the shape of 
Bhave’s opposition to JP’s frequent 
forays into politics. JP, essentially a 
political being, could not ignore the 
effect of political activities of the 
conventional Parties, particularly of 
the Congress tinder Indira Gandhi. 



By 1974, the breach between JF and 
Bhave over the former's antt- 
Government agitation in Gujarat and 
Bihar became unbridgeable JF was 
in politics with a vengeance 
against Indira Gandhi and the Con 
gress while Bhave, sitting in the 
comfortable Faunar Ashram, con 
tinued to back obscurantist causes 
Bhave is now propping up Indira 
Gandhi and all she stands for JPN 
two decades with Bhave were a total 
waste Indeed the objective out 
come of bhoodan was reactionary 
It enabled the Congre» as a Govern 
ment, to ignore responsibility foi 
honouring its promise in so vital a 
sphere More it gave the Congres, 
^ weapon with which to assail thi 
Byadical forces which continued to 
^agitate and mobilise the masses for 
land reforms 

JF was drawn to Marxism whik 
be was a student m the United 
States, but he never became a full 
fledged communist himseif Back in 
India in 1929, he joined the Congiess 
as secretary to its labour research 
department at Jawaharial Nehru s 
request Dm mg th” avil disobedi 
ence movement he along with 
several others who became promi 
nent as soaaiist l°adeis in the years 
to come was in the Nasik jail Theie 
in 1932, the idea of forming a social 
ist bloc within the Congress was 
mooted Such a bloc, named the 
Congiess Socialist Party, was for 
llFmalb maugurat-'d in 1934 The CSP 
with JF as its leader and Nehru 
made great cunti ibutions to popu 
larising soaalist ideals The com 
munists were then a tiny group try 
ing to organise small pockets of 
reastanoe among labour, peasants 
and students outside the pale of the 
Congress which they diaracterised as 
a bourgeois reactionary Party whidi 
bad to he fought This pobey under 
went a dunge in 1935 when the 
communists began campaigmng for 
a national front JP was now pre 
pared for cooperation with the com 
munists and invited them to join the 
CSF individuaily, which mauy did. 
The war that began in t939 brought 
this cooperation to an end Almost 
the etme group south of the 
Vindhyas walked over to the CPI 

Even though he had done so much 
do popularise sonahsm during the 
Thirties and the Forties, during his 
involvemeiit with Bhoodan, there was 
not much evidence of it in bis 
speeches and writings In 1974 to 
light the Congress m general and 
Indira Gandhi in particular, he 
sought to forge an instrument more 
or less hke tiie Congress itself and 
not a sodaUst organisation Once 
the hmited objective of ousting the 
Congress and Indira Gandhi from 
power was adiieved, the instrument 
began disintegrating 

Jp’s fight against the Congress was 
occasioned not only by Indira 
Gandhi’s dictatonal methods but also 
bv the extent of corruption that had 
come to exist in the administration 
and the country uniter the Congress 
As early as 1952, be had said that In 
Vie administration the British had 
'maintalaed a oertam high standard 


of honesty and integrity which are 
absent, generally speaking, in the 
Congress administration” This was 
an attadi on Nehru At any rate 
Nehru thought as muih He replied 
by saying that it IP’s accusation was 
even partly true “thm surely I am 
the guilty party because 1 am more 
responsible than anyone else for th-* 
Government’s activities duiing these 
four years” Nehru was of cours’ 
personallv honest but it was undei 
him that coriuption on an increasinj, 
scale became a feature of the ad 
ministration tlnd''i his daughter 
coiruption not only engulfed the ad 
ministration but entered the vitals of 
her family loo Sanjav Gandhi is 
the product IP sought to fight eoi 
ruption with forces more oi less 
analogous to tlv Congress politically 
and sb< tally and that too within the 
parameters of parliamentary polities 
as defined by th( Congress Being in 
bhoodan he had lost the urge to 
break the system tlu Biitish had 
built in this eountrv and which had 
been i imified and strengthened ovei 
three deiad's undei the Congiess 

IP became a legend dui 
ing lh( Quit India most 
mint 111 IMJ When ii 
began hi was in thi 

_IHd/anbagh lail as a 

detenu The Congress Working Com 
mittec passed the Quit India issolution 
and Mahatma Ciandhi gave the call to 
"do or die Thi Cominitte''members 
thi'reaflei qui< tly walked into j iil 
without giving any eoneieU diiectisi 
as to what the piopic should do 
There was an outbuisi ot mass angei 
following the aiiesl ol 'he leaders 
and violence broke out in seveial 
provinces. The C.oveinmcnl sup 
pressed the outburst with even 
greater violence 

By November that yeai the agita 
tion had petered out There had 
been no one to give it direction 
and people acted on their own voli 
tion On Novcmbei 8 JP with a few 
of his comrades escaped fiom prison 
They tried to icvivt th movement 
It was by way of reJinnce to his 
activities during this peiiod that he 
said “non violence is not mv creed ” 
Ideological leadership ol the move 
ment at the stage was provided bv 
JP whose letters fjom hiding found 
their way to the peopk oira>ii)n iil\ 
But It was too late foi .i massive all- 
India movemt nt violont or non 
violent, to be organised by a few 
daredevil leaders fioni underground 
For whatever he could do until his 
arrest in Lahore in September 1943, 
he became the hero of the move¬ 
ment He was pained beyond mea¬ 
sure when in 1944 Mahatma Gandhi 
disowmd the movement and some 
Congressmen called those who had 
secretly led it "enemies of India’s 
freedom” Curiously at the same 
time, the Congress leaders did not 
fail to make political capital for their 
Party of the activities of JP and his 
comrades during this movement 

These very Congress leaders had 
hounded Subhas Chandra Bose out 
of the Congress foi bis crime of un¬ 
equivocal opposition to the federal 


scheme undei the Government of 
of India Act 1935, and denounced 
the activities of his Indian National 
Army while the war was on If I 
remembei right some Congress 
leadeis declared that if Bose entered 
Assam at the head of the Japanese 
army thev would fight him with 
guns -obviously at the head ot the 
British army Once the war was 
over and the British began talks 
with Congress Waders ioi transfer of 
power the Congress leaders took up 
the caiist of the INA prisoners as if 
the INA was their own creation No 
one not even Bose’s Forward Bloc, 
(ouid make political capital of the 
INA Iht Congress alone did 

Having b en installed in power as 
a result of a compromise with the 
Biitish lh« Congress had no need for 
the Leftists any more, not even the 
Congiess socialists The socialists had 
become too cntical of the Congress 
leadership for it to suffer Early in 
1948 Vallabhbliai Patel issued a pute 
lie waining to the CSP to either 
accept Congress disciphne, which 
nv'ant arceptaiici' of whatever the 
leadership did, or get out of the Con 
ns rhf fdmal paiiiiii, of wavs 
tame HI April 1948 when the CSP 
became an entity outside the Con¬ 
gress and named itself the Socialist 
Party The communists had been 
diiven nut ot the Congress in Decem¬ 
ber 1946 This was supposed to be 
the punishment given to them by the 
Congress foi ilnii activities during 
the wai With the ouster of the 
( SP no solid left bhx existed in the 
Cungnss Nihiu notwithstanding, 
the Paily W tl wliolly into the giip 
of the Rightists with Patel at then 
bead It was at this stage that JP 
called Congrissmcii ‘caipetbaggers” 
and the Congress "the Kuomintang 
of India 

One undisputed tael ol JP’s life 
was his eonccin foi the economically 
and soeially exploited and depr(‘ssed 
III was 1 pilgiini in vcaieh ol a way 
to aehievi his ubicetivc Hi move t 
from one path to aiiolhci lor nearly 
two decade s he thought tv had found 
a wav outside the realm of Paiiy 
aetivity This was his bhueidan 
phase I yen there he developed 
doubts pie tly eaily He gave the call 
foi a P irlyle ss demoe i icy i demo¬ 
cracy of good, incorruptible people 
Nothing produced the result he was 
looking fo In an atmosphere stink 
Ing with corruption and debaseihent 
of values he kept himself free of 
such contamination He thus acquir¬ 
ed the moral right to give a call for 
a fight against eorruption in the Con 
gress and the administration it ran 
The instruments he could lay his 
hands on were unfortunately not all 
pure 

His name will be invoked m future 
by diverse people for diverse and 
palpably contradictory purposes, just 
as Mahatma Gandhi’s name is When 
Indira Gandhi touched the feet of 
JP lying in state in Patna, was she 
oraying to be forgiven by him for 
the crime she had committed by im 
prisoning him m 1975 or was she 
merely making a public show with 
the coming clertion in view? ■ 

45 



Only Vimal offers you over 6 million 
metres of Suiting each year 
In 100/ Polyester Polyester/wool 
& various blends. 

Triwoi - 

Vimal s Polyester-wool Suiting 
for the season. 

Over 200 new design and colour 
combinations. In qualities that wear well. 


vR) 


V. 

V.9, 




-K' 




Suitings 

t j fip#. 


9 / -'JHH '-r-'iiiitS't 


0 


.1 

From India s most modern textile plant 


tt. 


MAL/S/4;79 









SACHIDANAND 


JP's nearest 
and dearest 


-1 AiCHlDAMAND, JP's per 

■oiuil political secretary 
first heard the Ixricnayak's 
name in 1942 "But 1 met 

-him only m 1949 when JP 

visited Belhat durinit his tour of 
Bha^alpur district” He read out a 
welcome address for JP He says 
“1 was not mtroduced to JP, but in 
spired by JP’s personabty 1 decided 
to loin the sooalist movement. 1 re 
mained a member of the Party for 
nine years During this period 1 
organised many meetmgs for JP, but 
we did not get to know each other 
1 was shy, and 1 never made an 
attempt to introduce my&eli When 


JP turned to the Bhoodan movement, 
I did likewise In 1933-54 when JP 
'donated' his life (jivandan) to tbe 
Sarvodaya movement I deaded to 
become an active worker My first 
I ole was that of a journalist Dhiren 
dra Mojumdar and Dada Dharmadhi 
kari started a weekly called 
Bhoodan Yagva I was appointed as 
an Assistant Editoi and I began to 
live in Patna Here, though I did 


They feel orphaned today 


By ARUN RANJAN 


meet JP a few times on offiaal work, 
we were yet to get close, that 
finally happened in Gaya district 
Since then, 1956, I developed strong 
ties with him In 1957 he had asked 
me to Join him as his personal secre¬ 
tary When I made myself availabls 
he said that for the time bemg 
another person had been appointed 
and he would call me later He told 
me that m the meantime I could 
work in the Servodaya Mandal in 
Patna I did exactly this At that 
V time, the Sarvodaya Mandal’s office 
j was situated where the Bhoodan 
=) Yagya SamKi is now housed I would 
" meet JP frequently, and receive in 
structions from him After some 
tunc the Sarvodaya Mandal was dis 
solved In its place, the Sarvodaya 
Prakashan Samiti was set up undei 
IP’s chairmanship It was decided to 
bring out a weekly called Cramoiciav 
I was mode the Chief Editor 

‘‘lor the next six or seven years, 
this pubhcation successfully propagat 
ed JP’s thoughts and the ideals of 
the Sarvodaya movement In 19^, 
JP asked me to join him as his per 
sonal secretary Since then I have 
remained in this post At that time 
JP told me clearly that I would have 
to work as his “political secretary”. 
During the 1974 movement I played 
a crucial role in bringing tbe students 
close to JP When JP was arrested 
in Delhi dunng the Emergency I was 
also arrested m Patna fte Govern 
ment knew that 1 had very dose Iinko 
with the students and this made my 
arrest necessary Of course, I would 
rarely go out of my office at Kadam 
Kuan From this dfice, f tried to 
direct the movement on JP’s behalf 
1 am proud that during this movement 
I played the role of a pohtical 
secretary with all the strength and 
intelhgenoe at my command. After 
the Emergency 1 tried my best to 
bring together tbe different consti¬ 
tuents of the Janata ParW. My 
attempts in this direction made tbe 
leaders of various factions often mis¬ 
understand me In view of JFs 
delicate physical condition I had to 
he careful 

“During file Lok Sabha elections 
JP did not interfere in any way 
with the distribution of tidcets He 
was not Intexested in any individual 
getting the nominatioa All that he 
wanted waa the victeny of the Janata 
Party in the interests of democracy 
and liberty. During the elections 1 
organised JP's ralBes and tried my 
best to help aO the Janata Party 
candidates Dunng the elections for 
State AaaeisJiUes. JP fell lU and 




was flown to Seattle for treatment. 
In his absence I encouraged and help¬ 
ed the Janata Party candidates to the 
\ ticst of my ability. 

“Here I would like to mention that 
under the pressure of some friends 
and the requests of my family 1 had 
agreed to contest the Vidhan Sabha 
elections. My decision was influenc¬ 
ed by the desire to see sudi men in 
the Bihar State Legislature who could 
carry out JPs total revolution. After 
all, the dissolution of the Bihar 
Legislature was one of the slogans 
of the Bihar movement. Now a new 
Assembly was about to be established 
and it was necessary that It had men 
who could translate JP*s ideas into 
actions. For these reasons 1 expect¬ 
ed that the Janata Party would let 
me contest from Patna or from my 
village but I did not aimroach any 
of the leaders. 1 simply filled up a 
candidature form and presumed that 
the Janata Party would surely accept 
my candidature. This did npt happen. 
1 am not a member of any group and 
as such I do not enjoy the support 
of any group. The constituency I had 
in mind in Patna was eventually dven 
to a Jana Sangh candidate and the 
rural seat I bad In mind went to the 
BLD. Some friends advised me to con¬ 
test the clectioDs from some constitu¬ 
ency as an independent. But I said 
that would not be the right thing to do. 
1 must add here that I had sent a 
telegram to JP informing him of my 
decision to contest the elections and 
JP had gladly permitted me to go 
ahead. He also wished me all the 
best for the elections. Today I re¬ 
alise that it has been good both for 
me and for JP Hiat I did not become 
a mmnber of the Vidhan Sabha. When 
the leaders ot the Janata Party saw 
that I did not get a tidket, many of 
them began to say that 1 would be 
made anMLXl I was however not in 
terested. Later, a prominent mem¬ 
ber ot the Bihar Janata Legislature 
Party mentioned before JP that he 
wanted me to join the legislature. I 
immediately rHorted that I did not 
want to become a member of the 
Parishad. I suggested that loyal 
workers like Mr Ahat Patmi should 
be inducted into the Parishad. But 
this leader did nothing in that direc¬ 
tion. I plan to devote the rest of 
my lite to the iwopagatian of JP’s 
icieas.” 


T. ABRAHAM 


R ABRAHAM, JR'S me¬ 
dical aecretary who has 
stayed near JP all 
thrtwgh the last few 
years, is diort, wears 
Vectades m is a strai^t-forward 
^son. He livei in a small flat In 
Rajendranagw. In his words : “la 
Dumber 1965 I came to Patna. 1 
went to sleep after dinner. Next 
morning the servant came %vith the 
tea; Tht sugar in the tea was 
exactly to my liking. Later I learnt 
that after dinner JP had enquired 
from the servant whether I had 
eaten the sweets. When he was told 
that 1 did not have tiK sweets be 


instructed the servant to nut only a 
small amount of sugar in my tea 
next morning. Ibis was something 
very small but it showed how JP 
carki for everyone around him. At 
Madras, some Sarvodaya workers ex¬ 
pressed disapproval of the terelene 
clothes I used to wear. I replied 
s^ing this was my personal business. 
When JP heard about this he sup¬ 
ported me saying ; 'He is a hard 
working youth. I will not interfere 
in bis personal life*. That very 
evening 1 changed to khadi dotbes.*’ 
What are his plans for the future? 
He has served JP for the last 14 
years. He says : *T will return to 
Kerala after a fortnight. Vllhat will 
I do .here after this irrepairable 
loss?” 


GULAB YADAV 



S ULAB, 24, has been JP's 
personal attendant since 
Marcdi, 1971. Gulab’s fa¬ 
ther, Girdhari Yadav, was 

. la Sarvodaya worker who 

went to jail with JP during the 1942 
movement; he now lives in Baradia- 
tti in Bihar's Gaya district and gets 
a freedom fighter's pension. Gulab 
first used to stay at the Samanyavav 
ashram at Bodhgaya. In Gulab’s own 
words; "Once, Didi (Prabhavati Devil 
and Dada (JP) came to the ashram 
They saw me there. My father was 
already well-known to them and 
when the Loknayak's personal atten¬ 
dant Shiv Shankar fell ill, Prabhavati 
ii sent word to the ashram to release 
me for a few days. The ashram's 
director, Dwarka Bbai agreed, and 
on Mardi 18. 1971. 1 readied Patna. 
Didi showed me what I had to do, 
bow to look after him ... From her 
deathbed, Didi asked me never to 
leave JP's side. There was no ques¬ 
tion of any salary- Whenever 1 went 
home Didi would give me some mcm- 
ey. or sometimes send money to my 
Barentii 1 was not a servant, but » 
member of the familv^Now Dada is 
also dead. I don’t know what 1 will 
do. If the Charkha Samiti is made 
to^o a memorial for JP. I might sta.v 
on if I am allowed to by these peo¬ 
ple. I would continue to serve JP. Jt 
tihis doesn’t wock out, 1 will be forc¬ 
ed to think abcut earning a living in 
some other way". 


Gulab remembered his days with 
JP ; “I would live on the first flooi 
which JP occupied. JP loved me like 
his son. Unce my father fell ill and 
the doctors cn-dered an operation. I 
asked JP for 15 days leave. JP told 
me to call my father over to Patna 
and promised to get everything done 
he wouldn’t let me go away from 
him. He told me, ‘You are indispen¬ 
sable to me’. My father was operated 
upon in Patna and then sent home 
wdth him (JP). JP would take me a* 
ong everywhere. When JP travelled 
by plane, I would accompany him to 
the airport. He would share his food 
with me. I generally accompanied JP 
on all his rallies and processions.’’ 

Gulab showed me a watch which 
Prabhavatiji had given him six mon¬ 
ths after he came to Kadam Kuan. 
Recently, JP had given him a transis¬ 
tor. Gulab’s parents live in the village 
hut his wife and children stayed with 
him in Patna. He has a baby son. 
Manoj. However, before JP returned 
from Jaslok this year, be sent his 
wife and son to the village so that 
he could serve JP without distraction 
JP’s younger sister in fact repri 
manded him lightly because he bad 
sent away the child even before JP 
had seen him. 

The theft of JP’s HMT wristwatcb 
angered Gulab to no end. He said be 
had the keys to JP’s room and the 
almirahs. but had decided to give 
them to Shivnath Babu, JP’s brother- 
ts-law. JP’s personal effects, oil, soap 
aofl clothes were also lying wi^ Gu- 
l8h.,Gnlah’s personal trunk is also 
lying in JP’s room. 


JANAKI 


ANAKI, JP's adopte. 
daughter, ia now marriei. 
to Kumar Prashant, one 
of the young men closest 
to JP during the move¬ 
ment. She comes from Patthorgarh cm 
the In4o-Tibetan border. She first saw 
JP when working with Achai^a Vino- 
ba Bhave. She says : "At that time I 
did not realise how great JP was. 
Later, during the Sarvodaya move¬ 
ment in Saharsa district, five of us 
aelected Radhopur village for our 
programme. On January 1. 1974, yve 
invited JP to Radhopur. lie spent a 
night with us in a small hut. I remin¬ 
ded JP that vidiile escaping from Ne¬ 
pal he bad taken refuge in 
Radhopur, and this was remembered 
by the people ai Radhopur. I still re¬ 
call the open meeting whicii we orga- 
slaed in Radhopur. 

“My mother had died some time 
ago. JP was almost like a mother in 
his affection and Care. Once I had a 
dream—JP, Prabhavatiji and I were 
climbing a mountain and Didi told 
me to take JP’s hand in mine. I came 
really close to JP, and he gave me 
a lot of love. I don’t know how to de- 
acribe everything now. 

“During the 1974 movement we 
met again. JP loved songs and bha- 
jans. For this reason I would go to 
his meetings. When JP was released 
during the Emergency I was in Dal- 
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tooganj Jail As won as 1 was free 
I went to Bombay. There I learnt 
how to operate the dialysis marine. 
Everyone was against this, except 
JP. He tried explaining to me, 
though, that 1 was a young girl and 
might develop strong ties with an 
old, sick man. However, I did not 
budge and finally JP agreed". 

Jp later adopted Janaki as his 
daughter. People became jealous of 
her and spread rumours about her. 
When I asked her how she felt now, 
she broke down and said tearfully. 
“My mother has left me. Now it see¬ 
ms everything is finished. There is 
no one now who can keep a hand on 
my head. I don’t know why I feel ve¬ 
ry afraid now. especially of the peo¬ 
ple here. In a wav it is good that JP 
died. Dialvsis was very painful He 
was fed up with the dialysis machine 
and he would say : ‘Why do you put 
in the needle, beti. It is very painful 
to me. I shudder at its sight’. One 
could not expect a more peaceful 
death. He would say that like pieces 
of wood floating on water, Prashant 
(my husband). I and he bad come 
together to become a family. JP got 
me married. Even while hovering 
between life and death at Jaslok, he 
smiled when be beard that I had i^v- 
en birth to Pyoli. 1 don’t intend to 
stay in Patna anymore. All my acti- 
vl^s were devoted to JP. When JP 
was alive. 1 would feel the ru^ for 
time: today, time has become unpos 
sihle to spend’’ 


KUMAR PRASHANT 


-1 UMAR PRASHANT. 29- 

year-okl, is JP's adorned 
daughter Janaki’s hus¬ 
band and the puUisher 

_I of Samograta. JP began 

this magazine when he was ill, but, 
according to Prashant. JP could not 
however put Samasrrata to fuU use 
because of his illn^, 

Prashant says : “1 was casually 
introduced to JP u 1960. My family 
was influenced by Sarvodaya. JP had 
appe.iled to the youth when the 
Musahari inddeot occurred in 1969 : 
a few of us responded Then we 
laid the foundations of the Tarun 
Kranti Sena in Muzaffarpur. 

"1 again met JP at Saharsa during 
the (kam Swarajya campaign in 
1973-74 At Radhopur village. Jana¬ 
ki. Subhrourti and myself worked 
hard for the success of this cam¬ 
paign. During this campaign, JP 
stayed with us for a night. Ever 
sin<e, I came very close to JP. 
Duiing the 1974 movement I came 
to Muzaffarpur from Saharsa. On 
Maicfa 19, 1 was arrested, and re¬ 
leased on March 27-28. After that 
JP summoned me and said that he 
needed me in Patna On April 15, 
1974, I began to bring out the larun 
Kranlt Somograto FatTtka and its 
publication continued even when I 
was underground ’’ 

What will you do now? Prashant 
replied ruefully “It seems that the 
publication of Samagrata will have 
'‘o be suspended I will have to close 
>t. As long as JP was alive I had 


no wori'ies. There were problems 5 
even earlier — allegations were rais s 
ed against us — but we carried on. 5 
I don’t think it is possible to publish • 
the magazine any longer We will „ 
take the final derision at the next § 
sitting ot the magazine trust. A | 
great void has been creating by the ^ 
passing away of JP and 1 don’t know 
what to do." 


SARJU BHAI 


lARJU BHAI. 79, is from 
Siwan district. He has 
been in politics sinre he 
was 21 In 1934-35, he 

-1 was in the Congress 

Socialist Party. JP wanted to bring 
about some changes in the methods oi 
agriculture but his associates did not 
have any practical experience in this 
field. Sr» JP would take the advice of 
Sarju Bbai. In 1942, both of them 
were jailed. After JP was released 
he once came down to meet Saryu 
Bhsi. In those dav'>, the entire area 
was ravaged hv floods Jp s,-iw hi' 
condition and asked Sarjii Bt»af to 



look after his (JP’s) land at S*t«hd*- 
.sra <;arjn Rhal did not agree then. 
JP met h*m again during a meeting 
at Fatua In 1953. Ever since, Saryu 
Bhal has been looking after JP's hou¬ 
se. fields and garden at Sitabdiara. 
Be does not take any fixed salary. 
Sarjoi Bhai told me; “1 was jailed 
twice during the 1974 movement 1 
have no complaints against JP but 1 
am not satisfied with bis friends. His 
friends think of me as a servant and 
not a political colleague. JP never 
thought on these lines. I don’t know 
what will happen now". ■ 


The birthday 
after death 


ACCOItiDlNU to the Hindu 
Xn calendar, JP’s birthday falls 
on Vijayadashami. Thu year JP 
celebrated his birthday on that 
day, and many people prayed for 
a tong life for hun. Exactly seven 
days later, JP died. On October 
11, JP’s birthday was again cele¬ 
brated, this time in accordance 
with the Roman calendar. 

On October 11, at 10 30 am. 
the Chatra Sangharsha Vabini 
took out a silent procession, which 
ended with an oath at the Shahid 
Samarak. The Vahini leaders did 
not permit outsiders to join the 
prooesrion. The Vahini boys did 
not participate in the celebrations 
organised at JFs Kadam Kuan 
residence because bhajans and 
prayers were on tbe agenda. JP 
loved the Gita and the Kalnocbarf^ 
tnaaai and his favourite bhajan 
was Dilsidas’ ”Tu dyalu deen 
bandhu, tu dani bai bhikari". He 
would often hum this Miaian. 
Ironically , the Vaiuni which be 
founded boycotted the function at 
Kadam Kuan because bhajans wete 
lung there. 

Another function was organised 
fay the Chatra Sangharsha Samiti. 
Different political groups also 
celebrated JP's birthday by orga¬ 
nising meetings in Gandhi inaidan. 
At JP's house, a big sbamiana was 
pitched in tbe compound and JFs 
portrait was placed on the right 
side of the stage. Hie prayer 
meeting here began exactly at 5 
o’clock Shanti Jain read out the 


sfalokos from the 11th dhapter of 
the Gita. When JP was alive, 
Sbanti Jain would recite bhnjans 
from the Gita and the Ramayana 
for JP every evening. The disci¬ 
ples of the Japanese guru, Fuji, 
also joined in and prayed for tbe 
peace of JFs soul. 

Janald. JFs adopted daughter 
tried to sing Kabir’s bbajans but 
she was so overwbelmra with 
grief that she could not; be¬ 
gan to cry. After this, Vibha, 
one of JP’s dose disciples, sang 
"Tu dyalu deen bandbu, tu dam 
hai bhikari". Janaki tried to sing 
again and this time she rendered 
Kabir’s "Kar le ahringar chatur 
albeli, sajan ke gbar Jana hoga”. 
When she came to toe last line 
she broke down onoe agahs and a 
section of the audience also wept 
with her. The last sung 

was “Raghupati R^ hax Bajaram" 


and everyone join 


the chorus. 


When the celebrations ended, 1 
climbed up to JFs room on the 
first floor. His portrait was lying 
on his bed. On the table near tbe 
bed, lay two books which were 
with JP in fats last momenta. One 
of them was Gulob ki paahbitriym 
and the other, Razi Ahmad's 
.fapaproHosh. Ibe other books 
lying there were Dinkar’s IKasbm 
Ralnt, Prtya Prawas and Saket 
Roahim fUtthi was one of JFs 
favourite volumes. 


SANTOSH BHAni/YA 



r i 








Moments of happine. 


f 


% '-H 






\ 

> •#< 

i -'H 7^* '■'■ 

«4 , '■■■■■* ■* 








Make your happy 


moments happier with 
Regent King An 
exclusive blend of choice 
Viiginia tobaccos 
especially selected foi 
rich flavour, smoothness 
and subtle taste 
Biought to you in an 
exclusive pack 


. 1 happy blend of 
taste & freshness 




* 


moments for Regent King 


M iMinuiu |>i KI 

Ks. 3.50 for 20 ' 

Rs. 1.75 for 10 

1 i>t jl taxts t xti 1 


SAA 


< vyaam nl 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 















Moiar|:~Nothing came out 
of JPs movement" 


Wearmg his inevitable beautifully 
starched khadt, and accompanied 
(mevHably) by hts middle-aged son 
Kami (wearing a glistening white 
kurta and mjama, h« eyes shaded 
by square dark glasses), Morarji De- 
so* was among the first top-level lea¬ 
ders to come to ^ansghat: a little 
after 1230 p.m. Babu Jftg}ivan Ram 
came almost simultaneously. Morarjt 
and Babuji sat beside each other, and 
while Babuji was flanked by Morarji 
on his right, he had Kanii Desai on 
his lefb. To the right of Morarji sat 
Raghukul Tilak, a friend and con¬ 
temporary of JP. Soon, Kanti Desai 
would have very intercstmq compa¬ 


nions beside him in that, very special 
row: just to the left of him ivould 
sit Satyendra Narain Stnha, the Bihar 
Janata chief, and beside Satyendra 
Babu would sit Mrs Indira Gandhi. 
Right behind Mrs Gandhi, Sanjay 
Gandhi would take a chair. It was an 
inlerpstmg .sight : made even more 
interesting by the fact that Satyendra 
Babu (who has been the subject of 
continuing rumours that he will join 
Mrs Gandhi), Mrs Gandhi. Sanjay 
Gandto and Babu Jagjican Ram had 
met only a couple of hours ago for 
twenty mnuhes at the Bihar State 
Guest Hou.<!e m Babu Jagjican Ram’s 
room. 


Morarji Desai did not seem sad on 
this occasion; he looked tus normal 
self. SANTOSH BHARTIYA went up 
to him with a tap^ecorder and ask¬ 
ed him some questions appropriayf to 
the oceasiim. The former Prime Mini¬ 
ster'.'. pnswers were brutally honesU 
And if they sounded a trifle unfor¬ 
tunate at a moment when the five 
mauiids of sandalwood were waiting 
on the bank of the holy Ganga to 
consume the phy,<iical body of a great 
man. at least they had the merit of 
himesty Morarji was not going to 
be a hypocrite like so many of the 
other ndtas hanging around there 
U'llh especially elongated faces. 


What was new in Jaya- 
prakash Narayan's move¬ 
ment? After all it was only 
a copy of Gandhiji's move¬ 
ment. . .After ell what did 
JP's movement achieve? 


Will the death of JP make 
such a difference? Who¬ 
ever may die in this world, 
the world does not stop; 
we should n't give too much 
importance to anyone. 


Whatever change took 
place in the country 
was because of the Emer¬ 
gency and the zulum; if 
we say that it' is because 
of us, then it is wrong. 


X 




The void that has been 
created in our politics by 
the death of JP—how do 
you think it will affect 
the nation? 

A: Will the death of JP make 
such a difference? Whoever may die 
in this world, the wprid docs not 
stop; we should not give too much 
importance to anyone’s death. The 
country will go ahead. Kven if we 
all die, the country will progress. 
That is why, saying things of this 
sort is not good. What happened 
after Gandhiji left us? The country 
survived. Moreover, JP was not in a 
position by now to do anything. In¬ 
deed, many pi'ople had begun ex¬ 
ploiting him; people were taking 
advantage of JP’s condition, and 
(thi.s) I think was not good at all. 

Q: When you first' heard the news 
about JP's drath, how did you feel? 

A: ’The news of anyone’s death 
•foe.s not affect me. This is a com 
tnand from God; we should accept it 
I did nut feel any shock (when I 
heard the news). 

0" I was there when jp told you. 
while you were taking the oath in 
March 1.977, thail he would leave the 
world before you, and you would 
hare the responsibility of leader 
ship ... 


A' Nahin, woh sab theek hai . 
(All that is -ill right. .) Nob^y is 
immortal. We should remember that 
anyone’s death does not stop the 
world. Gandhi ii left us. Now what 
Gandhiji .said will not be forgotten 
Chalta rahta hai (Things go on). But 
this country will now progress, that 
IS my belief. 


O’ How do you as.sess the historic 
importance of JP’s movement? 

A. "What was new in Jayapra- 
kash’.s movement? After all. it was 
only a copy of Gandhi ii’s movement 
The JP movement will .survive only 
if the neople remember it After all 
what did JP's movement achieve? 
Whenever there was a movement in 
Bihar what did it achieve? Nothing 
c.ime out of (JP’s movement). There 
W. 1 S only a lot of publiritv that the 
Bihar movement plaved a vital role 
but if there had been ne Fmergenev 
then nothing would have happened 
The Tmergenev came, and then onlv 



chn rountrs understood—understood 
much better than fiom our .speeches 
WlHilevci change took place in the 
(uuiilrv was becauss' of the Emer¬ 
gent v and the /.ulum; if we (Mu- 
raiji included JP in this category) 
>a,v that it was betause of us, then 
It is wrung. And whatever has hap¬ 
pened today, the impact of this too 
will b<' good. 'I'he people will under¬ 
stand better they will have more 
coin age and therefore I think that 
this (JP’.s pa.s.sing away) will be of 
piofit. 

Q- You were among Uie last ma 
jar leaders to meet JP, during your 
recent tour of Rthar. What cbd you 
discuss? 

A We discussed ordinary things: 
we did not discu.ss politics. We dis- 
(ussed his health and other thing.s. I 
was there for 15 or 20 minutes. He 
looked in good shape to me. His 
mind was clear. Just as a lamp burns 
brighte.st ju.st before expiring...he 
looked much better than I had seen 
him before. He looked much impro¬ 
ved. but in my mind 1 could not un¬ 
derstand how this improvement had 
taken place. JP has now been rescuiKi 
from his pain; he issu'd to live in 
exU'eme pain—dialysis is a terrible 
thing. I am not saying that it is 
good that he was thus relieved of his 
pain, shat would be wrong: but his 
'•n I was peaceful. He had to face 
many disappointments m hi.s life, Iwt 
in his last days he found some hap- 
piiK'ss All through his life he worked 
for the country, he never thought 
•ibout hinuself: that is the greatest 
thing about him If people can learn 
thi- from him, R will be good ■ 
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JP and Marxists 


They held him In high esteem 



Sucmlisl Ptiity and till IM'i thi v 
remained undct thi umbrella ul tin. 
CoDgiiss dlunK with II’ Ml Kam i 
muTti now a top tiad* union kadii 
and a nrinbir ol tin (P1(M) polit 
buro, has fund memories about IP 
When I mit Rainamurti in Ins lalka 
told Hoad lesidcntr In was lediii 
inK in his btd wt ning a biinpli 
dhoti draped in tht South Jnihan 
fashion 

Ramamiiili who is (, mi ally <iiti 
cal ol all th( Uadtrs ut tin esUbhiih 
ment looktd visibly nioxd In a 
reminiMint mood hi startid dtscrib 
iiiK his assotialiuii with JP which 
stalled as larly as in HSi Alonp 
with the late C 1) Jagannath Das 
ol the old Madi IS piisidiniv In 
looked utti I JP will II hi SI til'd 
Madras in l‘n' duiing Ihi diys ol 
the civil disiibidunce movement 


Ramiinuiti at th<it turn was a mem 
ber of the AK f and also a membei 
of the wot king committee of the 
Madras (ongiiss Ilis fust reaction 
was stiangi He said “I still feel 
guilty for till aiiest of JP in Madias 
Central Railway Station in 1932 The 
police wen aflei me and I had gone 
to see IP oft at tlu station The 
pohre w n1 to the station and they 
found IP then and iriested him I 
can nevei foigil this’ 

Aftei the formation of the Con 
giess Soiialist Piily at th° Palm 
session of the (ongix'ss JP toured 
Madris prisid ncy Ramamurti says 
"T was IP official translator He 
would addii ss thi meetings in Hindi 
01 Pnghsh ind I would translate this 
into Tmill (oi thr public" Now a 
sedate 71 R imainurti chuckled when 
he l'•mrlnb^tld the ouster of the 
Commiini‘1'. from tlu Congress fold 


By TARUN GANGULY 


in m*! He said "We left the Con 
gross at that time JP was surprised 
to find out that we were cardholders 
oi the undivided CPI JP did not 
know that we were Communists" 
What attracted him most about JP’ 
Ramamuiti thought loi a while and 
then replied ‘JPs humanism attrac 
ted me most 1 feel he played a histo 
lie role in unifying all the forces op 
posed to the Lincrgency " Ramamurti 
has no lancuui about the vaiious 
twists and tuins in JP's tumultuous 
pohtical caieei JI said JP parted 
with us beiause hi diiited Ironi 
soaalism and wc nt uvci to the Sarvo 
daya movement ’ 1 yen then, he 

clarified “Our peisonal relations 
weie exceptionally pood Ihis mud 
I can say about IP that he harbour 
ed no ill will toyyards anybody" 
Ramtinuili did not want to go into 
th' uolitit.il ditttiemis He said, ‘I 


March : Morarji's obstinacy 




I Y March 22, this ycai 
the doctors of Bum 
Day’s Jdsluk hospital 
Dad yirtually given up 
_ 1 any hope ol JP’s sui 
vival 111 tact, peopk' were being 
aykeel to take then last looks 
On the luuming of October 23, 
Chandrashekbat. Madhu Lamaye, 
Nanaji Desbmukh, along with 
thcii ft tend Ramnath Coenka and 
other Janata leaders, decided 
that Prime Minister Moral ^i De 
SOI should be tedd that it the 
worst came, then he should de 
dare natiunal mourning in the 
uiuntiy Chandra&hekhai bimselt 
refused to talk to Morarji Uesai 
as he was very angry that despite 
JP’k health being in such a bad 
shape, the Prime Ministei li<id 
still not found time to see JP m 
Bombay 

tieoige iernandes, who among 
this lot, had the best relations 
with Moiarji was asked to tun 
yev this view ol the group to the 
Pi tine Minutei Geoigc duly met 
Moiaijt and reported the view, 
adding that he too was in iull 
,igicement with this sentiment 
Morarji Desai got angry upon 
hiuiing this He said that be ir 
fused to create a bad precedent 
by di daring nauoual muuinmg 
lui JP as he' had no ofticial sta 
tus Hi asked what was so spocul 
abont IP anyway And it he had 
lo d (lai ( natiunal mourning tor 
IP Ihiii he would have to do the 


same when Acharya Vinoba Bba 
le and Acharya Kiipalani died 
Upset, leinandes left Moraryi's 
pnsence without a word He pho 
ned Bombay lo convey to the 
yuungei Janata leaders what 
Moiarii had said—^tbe immediate 
leaction ot Cbandrashekhar, Ma 
dhu lamaye and Goenka when 
thi'v heaid this was tears ot 
shuck and anger Chandiashekhar 
immediately asked Nanaji Desb 
mukli to send a message to all 
the Chtel Ministers and execu 
live heads of union territories 
whether they belonged to the 
Janata Party nr not. In his name, 
n quf sting them to declare mour 
ning in their areas Nanaji began 
phoning around the country and 
eviiywhere the response was the 
sjiui ine regional leaders would 
take the initiative and declare a 
Pi'riud of mouming 
On Match 24, Madhu Umaye 
wrote an official letter to the 
Prime Minister (reproduced be 
low) pleading that there he natiu 
nat mouming Of course, JP 
slaved alive, Morarji’s Pnme 
Ministership, which was a gift 
fium JP to Moiarji, went, and 
Moiarii was never tested on this 
issue—though it will be recalled 
that aHhough Morarji had told 
Pnihament about JP's death in 
that shocking mistake, he had 
not declared national mourning 
01 given any Indication that aatto 
nal mourning would be declared 


15 AB Pandora Road, 
New D&lhi — 110003. 
24th March 1979 

hear Morarjibhai, 

JP’i condition » sWI grave We 
all hope that he wHl pull through 
But—God foibid — if anvthmg 
untoward happens^ 

All wrii of nasliy stories are 
hemg circulated by the Press 1 
ignore them, but T am disturbed 
to ktu/w that you have told tome 
of your Cabinet colleagues that 
1 /ou would not set up a wrong 
precedent hy ordering naMoitcu 
moummg for JP 
I hope the information ts latte. 
r pray, please do not do anything 
(ha» would hurt the feeltags of 
our countrymen Whatever be 
yaw priiate opnum of htm. he 
has been our leader, and mUiona 
regard fum os the lost of the 
popular leaders m the line of our 
great national figures, fat whose 
head is, of course,, the Father ot 
the Nation, followed by PaenM 
Jawaharlal, Netaji 5ubhas. i>ar- 
dar Vallabhbhai and so on). 

WUh good wishes. 

Yours e k te en d y , 
Sd/ Madhu Lmava 

Shrl Morarji Desai, 

Pnme Minuter, 

New Delhi 


SANTOSH BHARTfYA 






vltlted him v/ben he was in Vellore 
Hospital and later when he was 
treated in Jaslok Hospital in Bombay. 
But then I never discussed all this 
I with the Press before.” 


If Bamamurti is eager to pay res¬ 
pects to a departed fighter for human 
freedom, Mrs Aruna Asaf Ali, who 
had a legendary career of her own 
during the 1942 movement, was 


somewhat reticent when I asked her 
to recollect those times. She said. 
“Why delve into the past. In 1942, 
JP was in the vanguard of revolu¬ 
tion, but then we parted company; 


The hour that made the Janata Party 



O iN January 19, 1977, 
with the country still 
gloomy in the dark¬ 
ness of the Emergency, 
I,a>knay8k Jayaprakasb 
Narayan received word in Patna 
that the leaders of the various 
Opposition Parties wanted to fight 
the coming elections in an alliance, 
and not under the flag and symbol 
of a single Party. JP upset, 
and his dream of defeating dicta¬ 
torship began to dim. Accidentally, 

S. M. Joshi, the veteran Soaalist 
leader from Maharashtra, was in 
Patna on that day, and he came 
to sec JP, JP told him and others 
there that he would remove him- 
sclt from the electoral battle if 
the Opposition Parties were un¬ 
able to form a single Party, and 
if Delhi’s leaders continued to be¬ 
have in this potty manner. S. M. 
Joshi pleaded with JP not to take 
any final decision until be weiu 
to Delhi and made a last effort to 
bring about a single Party. 

The next day, S. M. Joshi wcni 
to Delhi and spoke to the various a 
leaders. Bui after talking to all of 
them, even he became disappoin- M 
ted. He phoned JP to say that 
there seemed little chance of a % 
single Party being created, but he 'I 
was continuing his efforts. He 
again pleaded with JP not to make 
any .statement yet. 

Itut JP again became very upset. 
After thinking for a while, hr. 
called his secretary and prepared 
a st.iteinent in which he register- 
oil his anger with the leaders in 
Delhi, and expressed his wish of 
k-aving the election scene. That 
night, around eight, the agencies 
relca.sed that statement, 

That .igenrv report reached the 
Indian Express, and such was the 
gravitv ol that report that Express 
owner Uaninath Goenka was im¬ 
mediately informed about it. Goen¬ 
ka gut into his car at once and 
went to Morarji Desai’s house, 
soon, he had met many leaders 
and told them about JP's decision. 
Everyone was stunned: they could 
.see th(‘ni.selve.s losing once again 
in the electioas if JP did not sup¬ 
port them. Very quickly, the dcci- 
.sion w,i.s taken to form the Janata 
Party, with Morarji Desai as the 
chairman. 

The next day, newspaper readers 
saw both IP’s statement and the 
announcement creating the Janata 
Party. When JP learnt about this 
in Patna that morning, he brea¬ 
thed a long sigh of relief and 
eonlcntment. 
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Mrs Gandhi snubbed JP 

And he destroyed her authoritarianism 


VENTS, men and the 
•octal aituation, and tbeii 
mterplajr make contem¬ 
porary history. But then 
outcome is hedged about 
by M many 'ifs' and 'buu'. Such 
was the interaction between JP and 
Mrs Gandhi. There was always a 
certain coolness betwoen them 
though', perhaps, no two public 
figures of India were better placed 
fot a positive relationship. He. an 
cUer statesman and she, a daughter 
of a friend, who was the Prime 
Minister of the country. JP had tor 
long temained a personal friend to 
Pandit Nehiu, hLs ‘bhai*. and JP's 
wife, Prabhavati, was that lare being 
with whom Kama la ji shared her con¬ 
fidences. 

Mrs Gandhi did not receive the 
same affection from JP as did 
Panditji but there was a certain 

J rlde for her m both Prabhavati and 
P. This was more so after the 
Bangladesh war. In 1971. on the 
morrow of the Parliamentary ck‘c- 
tlons, the crisis in the erstwhile 
East Pakistan had begun to stnum r 
danRerousl.y. and JP was among the 
first to argue the rase for the new 
Bangladesh Government in exile. Mrs 
Gandhi did not want her hands forced. 
But she went along when JP wanh'd 
to canvass support for its iccogni- 
tion; he travelled to various capitals 
ad the world, met presidents and 
prime ministers but found little res 
ponsn forthcoming. This, coupled 
with the .suciYSsful leadership pro¬ 
vided bv Mrs Gandhi during the 
crisis laid the basis of a cooperation 
which JP wanted to extend 

By late 1972 the national consensus 
built during the Indo-Pakistan war 
had broken down This was. lirst 
because the non-Cungreas Parties 
felt that Mrs Gandhi h^ 
forcing the A.ssemblv elections, 
had shortchanged them Added 
to this was her supersession 
of fsupreme Court ludges the nation¬ 
alisation of coal and the takeover o' 
the foodgrains trade which provoked 
widespread reseiitnvnl pesides, the 
country’s distressing economic situa¬ 
tion fallowing the burden of the war 
and refugees, had put the Govern 
menl under great pressure. Coming 
out after a vear of voluntary retire¬ 
ment. JP met Mrs G.indhi and offered 
to work for a national consensus 
which she welcomed 
As wav his wont. JP tned to rrpait 
the national ronsen.sus He met aP 
the country’s top loaders and found 
a respon.se fiom them which was 
favourable enough to continue hi 
discussions with Mrs Gandhi It was 
then that JP felt slighted by Mrs 
Gandhi—perhaps diK" to no fault of 
her own. or perhaps hei delil^Tat'* 
doing As was usual with him. JP 


met her bv appointment, but on this 
occasion even before they met, she 

informed JP that she was" very 
tired” and she had to be in Parlia¬ 
ment. JP's last hopes of evolving a 
national consensus were dashed. But 
why did Mrs Gandhi ignore him? 
Even if her piesence in Parliament 
was essential, she could have kept 
the line for further talks open. This 
she did not do. She did regret the 
lapse later, and the misunderstanding 
it had caused, but the opportunity 
was lost JP took the incident as a 
rebuff and came away. This incident 
provided Baders like Nanaji Desh- 
mukli the opportunity they were seek¬ 
ing whi-n, wcu-k after week 
they tried to persuade JP 
to ri.sc' against Mrs Gandhi. 
The persuasion bore results; bv 
December 1972 JP had taken a public 
stance and in early 1973 was per¬ 
suaded to go to Ahmedabad to giv'' 
sustenance and moral cover to a 
movement which had developed from 
a rompletelv different motivation 

Prabhavati’s influence on JP, 
however, prevented him from moun¬ 
ting a withering political attack 
against Mis Gandhi. When Prabba- 
vatin was nearing her end, she and 
JP were in Delhi en route to Patna. 
They decided to stay back in Delhi 
for a few day.s. Knowing about ber 
condition. Mrs Gandhi wanted to 
visit her but since they had put up 
with Ramnath Goenka instead of at 
the Gandhi Peace' Foundation, their 
usual rendezvous, Mrs Gandhi could 
not aee her She could only make > 
telephone call, but this too not with 
out hurting JP Prabhavati and JT' 
were together when the call cami- 
tbrough and the two women spoke 
to eac^ other Mrs Gandhi, conscious 
Iv or unronseiouslv, ignored .TP 
Coming after their previous encoun 
ter, the incident drew the two lead¬ 
ers further apart. 

By April 14, the JP-inspired stu¬ 
dents' movement caught up in Bihai. 
In one of her speeches attacking the 
movement at Bhubaneswar, Mrs 
Gandhi made a scornful attack on JP 
which the latter took as aspersion on 
his personal integrity. Some people, 
who stood to gain from a confronta¬ 
tion between the two. incited them 
against each other. Soon the situation 
reached flashpoint. At this atage 
•ome others tried to bring JP and 
Mrs Gandhi together and resolved 
their differeners but they failed In 
June 1974 Chandrashekhar wrote to 
Mrs Gandhi and JP requesting them 
to end their ronfrontatinn. He said 
It was damaging the entire edifice of 
the Indian State. Being close to JP 
and sharing an emotional Involve 
ment with him, Chandrashekhar. 
then a member of the Congress 


Working Committee, was in an eg- 
allent position to act as the bridge 
between the two. But for some lea- 
son or the other, Mrs Gandhi nevei 
trusted Chandre^ekher. The latteris 
efforts at bringing about a reconcili¬ 
ation thus failed. In May 1914, how¬ 
ever, Mrs Gandhi wrote an affection¬ 
ate letter to JP after a meeting with 
Chandrashekhar white he was at 
Vellore Hospital and Uma Shanker 
Dixit apologised on her behalf for 
the hurt caused to JP hy her state¬ 
ment in Bhubaneswar. There seemed 
sn outside chance of a compromise, 
But this was not to be. The same 
Instigators who had misled JP earUer 
once again besieged him when he 
came back to Patna. Volunteers were 
methodically mustered to keep the 
movement going. The goals of the 
movement changed to direct confron¬ 
tation. 

Yet another attempt was made at 
arranging a compromise. In Septem- 
ber-October 1974, talks were held it 
various stages. During the movement 
JP had called on all members of the 
Bihar Assembly to resign. With the 
confrontation between the two perso¬ 
nalities starting to take its toll, the 
two sides were anxious for an 
honourable solution, if it could be 
found. JP was willing to settle for 
the dissolution of the Bihar Assem¬ 
bly and agree not to spread his 
movement, while Mrs Gandhi agreed 
to hold byelections i^or the resigned 
•eats earlier. Once again the people 
aronnd Mrs Gandhi dissuaded her 
from reacting favourably to an 
agreement. The point of no-return 
had been reached. On June 26, 197b, 
the- infamous Emergency was pro¬ 
mulgated. Free India sent one its 
most clamourous freedom-fighters to 
jail again. The promulgation of the 
Emergency and his arrest did not, 
of course, solve any problem for Mrs 
Gandhi. She took dedsions, ahrewdly. 
after considering JP’s state of health. 
Elections to Parhament were due in 
March,'76, but in late 1975 and in 
early 1976, when JP was hovering 
between life and death at Jaslok 
Hospital, Mrs Gandhi did not want 
to take the risk of an election cam¬ 
paign. Hence the 1976 elections were 
postponed. Excuses were fouud to 
explain the postponement, but it was 
the overwhelming fear of JP’s death 
which solelv accounted for the ded- 
fton. 

Was it possible that JP and Mrs 
Gandhi could work together' May- 
Iw But essentially, J? and Mrs 
Gandhi both had different ideas. 
They wore not only two different 
personalities but had different views 
of sodetv. And that, perhaps, was 
the reason for their clarii. But at 
what expense' • 





JP's last dream 









't. 

B y the main road in Kankar- 
baeh Colony, to the south of 
Patna, is a plot of land on which 
is coming up a small house, with 
three or four rooms. If all goes 
well, the building should be the 
proud bearer of the banner "Jaya- 
prabha Hospital”, the construc¬ 
tion of which was one of JP’s last 
dreams which remained unfulfil¬ 
led in his lifetime. JP’s wife 
Prabhavati had died of cancer, 
and there was talk of setting im 
a centre for research on the dread¬ 
ed disease. The result was Jaya- 
prabha (‘Jaya’ from Jayaprakash 
and ‘Prabha’ from Prabhavati). 

A hospital-cum-research centre on 
the lines of Bombay’s Jaslok could 
be of great use in Patna, consider¬ 
ing that Bihar and UP are bott 
favourite hunting grounds of a 
number of dangerous diseases. 
Besides JP could be saved the 
trouble of flying to Bombay every- 
time he fell ilL Came the Janata 
Party, and the idea got a favour¬ 
able backing. Thanks to the res¬ 
pect JP commanded, many leaders 
from Delhi were eager to asso¬ 
ciate themselves with giving the 
idea concrete shape. The project 
boasted of big names; On the 
board of trustees were such lumi¬ 
naries as Gangasharan. Singh and 
Ram Nath Goenka; on the board 
of management wens Cbandra- 
shekhar, Karpoori Thakur and 
Jabir Hussain; among its patrons 
were Jagjivan Ram, Raj Narain, 
Nani Palkhivala and Parkash 
Singh Badal; and the chief patrou, 
Morarji Desai. The chairman was 
8. M. Josh! and the director and 
wcreUiy Dr. R. V. P. Sinha and 
Or. C. P. Thakur, two of JP's old 


physician-friends, respectively. 

Jayaprabha was to be a nine- 
storeyed structure built at a total 
cost of Rs. 4.5 crores. Another 
Rs. 4.5 crores was to ^ spent on 
acquiring medical equipment, and 
a fixed deposit of Rs one crore 
was to be made in a bank, the 
mtere.st on which would be spent 
on free treatment for the poor. 
The Karpoori Thakur Government 
donated a plot of seven acres. 
About Rs. ten lakhs more came 
from various other State Govern¬ 
ments and organisations. Appeals 
were made to the public for ooua- 
tions, to which the response was 
Rs. 5,000. 

Soon, hopes that this was afi 
good work began shrinking. On 
May 11, 1978 when the President 
Inaugurated the hospital, the erre- 
monv was accompanied by some 
ugly incidents. The poUoe des- 
^.ved a number of huts In the 
Kankarbagh Colony, and mem¬ 
bers of JP’s Yuva Vahini went into 
artion immediately. One night 
the hospital’s foundation stone was 
found missing. The rumour 
spread that residents of the neigh¬ 
bourhood who were angered at 
the recent inddents, or people 
opposed to JP had stolen 
stone. But a clarification la'er 
followed that the management had 
itself removed the stone* for safe¬ 
keeping. 

People opposed to JP began 
talking about the whole project 
ai an all-too-ambitious plan that 
vrould never materialise. To prove 
their point, they could dte the 
enitude of persons like Morarji 
Desai. On a visit to Patna. M'. 


Jk_ ' * 

Desai was handed a memorandum 
from the chief patron of the 
centre asking for central aid, bu 
he refused to commit himself. 
He all along remained cold to¬ 
wards the idea, quite in keeping 
with his attitude to JP, though the 
original plan bad envisaged cen¬ 
tral aid for the project to the ex¬ 
tent of more than 50 per cent. 
To the Centre's unhelpful stance 
was added the hospital’s own pro¬ 
blems; A great deal of money 
was involved, and so, inevitably, 
corruption. The Amritkosh Trust, 
which was meant to collect funds 
for the centre collected as 

much as Rs. 90 lakhs. Not a paisa 
was spent on Jayaprabha. But 
others still tried to help; TELCO 
gave a mobile equipment car and 
an ambulance. 

JP is now dead, and his idea of 
Jayaprabha may also be dying 
People and Governments have for¬ 
gotten JP’s last dream. Doubt¬ 
less, some people are still keen to 
•ee the hospital built. Karpoori 
Thakur has now appealed to the 
Central and State Governments to 
shoulder at least a third of the 
hospital’s costs. The hospital’s 
chairman S. M. Joshi said that its 
outdoor clinic would start func¬ 
tioning from January. 1980. 'The 
small structure has not even been 
plastered and the doors and win¬ 
dows have not been set on the 
walls. The unfinished building, 
where labourers live and cook their 
meals _ and dogs b»rk and defe¬ 
cate. is a sad testimonv to the 
peonie’s and Government’s un¬ 
concern for the wish of a man 
they should be grateful to. 

ARUN RANJAN 
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MM I ARE you going to JP’4 
village^' a mao mIo us 
at Smha (jhat in Arrah, 
from whi n* wc walk to 
Sitahdiara All along the 
way we are asked thi same question 
by anyone we mett It is roughly a 
two hour walk - thiuugh fields, a 
strvtih of sand, a fitiy ride across 
the (langa and ftnully another stretth 
ihiough tb< ill Ids till wc reach a 
small hdinict of about bOO people 
(ailed Jay a I'rakash Nagar in Sttab- 
dial a, liallia, UP, the place where 
IP was bom 

ih( appioath to th< village is a 
small cUaiing - thi siU where the 
beduoplii carrying JP on his last 
Msit to bis village ffli Oetubtr 5, 197A, 
landed Iioin biic IPs huus« is a 
short walk M is a i<(tangiildr house 
with a iiJiiityaid a( the (cntie and 
stands amidst a gioup oi tbaUhed 
hutt It wi dis a desolate and empty 
look In one eornei of tbi corridor 
aie pictuMs of JP and his wife, 
Piabhdsati llivi A garland now 
hang> aiound IP's pietuie The 
io(>ni> an inustv and covt'ird with 
dust Portiaits ol JPs paients hang 
in oni Ilf the rocuns In the middle 
of iht (iiiiidui lies a table Mntb a 
tdiphoiu on It It had betn installed 
at the tune of IPs last visit to hu 
village and is now disconnect! d 
boiju Ram, 79. popularly known as 


ll'>iiSitabdtara 


A sad Sitabdiara 

t 

A visit to JP's home village reveals he was one 
'prophet' who was honoured by his own folk 


By SAUMITRA BANERJEE 


Sarju Ubai, the caretaker of JP's 
house since 1953, escorts us through 
the house We are taken to his bed 
room An old uncovered wooden 
laJihat hes there There is no other 
fuiniture On the wall bangs a pic 
ture ot JP taken in his early thirties 
The loom faces the courtyard In 
contrast wiUi the rest of the bouse 
the courtyard looks bright, there are 
flowers growing there Kamala Ram 
tells us that JP hked the sight of 
flowers outside his bedroom "He 
told us that we should see to it that 
thi flowers never die The sight 
brought him peace," he says 
Sarju Bhai remembers JP as “my 
brother” ”1 am both sad and happy 
that JP has died,' be tells us “I am 
sad because I loved him and had 
been with him for so long He was 
a true, sincere leader, not like the 
others But in a way I am happy 
that he has died Pohtiaans nao 
httn exploiting him for too long 
L specially with the coming elections, 
ihey had alteady started asking him 


for help Now they cannot bother 
him any longei,' he said and conti- 
nues ' I was tilbng the soil when 1 
heard the news It was about eight 
ID the morning Someone had heard 
*hc news over the radio and came 
ovei ai^ informed me 1 came home 
and quickly tusbed to Patna By the 
time I reached Patna, his body had 
bten removed to the Sri Krishna 
Mimoiidl Hair 

Along with him bad left JFa 
youngti bi other, Rajcsbwai Prasads 
wifi and some 25 other villagers 
As soon as the nt-ws ot JP s death 
spiiad to Sitabdiaia, all shops and 
schools were immediately shut down 
I hose who remained m the village 
huddled around the stijy transistors, 
listening to eseiy announ.ement be 
ing made about IP And th< Gandhi 
Smarak Nidhi decided to bold prayei 
meetings foi seven days Recalling 
his days with JP, Sarju Bhai says 
I had lirst met JP in Chupra alter 
his return from Aintiiea I lemem 
bei that during a kisan sanimeiau 





JP’i hout>t m SUabiltam 

one IS anxious to hear wliat he has 
to sav We wind our way past JP’s 
house again on our wav bark to the 
citv A man herkons to us “Have 
vou seen what JP has done for us’ 
He has given us land and we even 
have schools here I vin though he 
t> not there now, we will all iiniiiii 
bei him here in Java Prakash Na 
gar’ We listen and then tanv on 
We walk to an embankment whicti 


niaiks thi beginning ot Jaya Prakash 
Nagar Saiju Bhai who has been 
walking with us, stops and says, 

‘ Vou ^o now Vou have a long walk 
all) ad of sou Then as an after 
thought be. mumbleJi to himself, “I 
wsinelei what is going to happen t» 
11’ s house mm Is it going to be 
^laod undei a tiuJ' Is it going to 
bi sold’ I wonelei if 1 will leniain 
Its eaietakei ’ ■ 



T 


How the 
people felt 


meeting be said that anyone who 
could not plough the land had no 
•right to be a leader From then on 
lie became an inspiration for me JF 
used to stay in Sitabdiara only for 
short stretcheSj say for three or four 
days at a Ume. During the 1974 
movement JP had come to this vil¬ 
lage and given speeches He gather 
rd people arpund this bouse and 
tried to arouse their oonscience. Uu 
his last visit to Sitabdiara, be expres¬ 
sed the wish that he could come 
back dgain„,but be said that the end 
of his time had come” 

Next to JP’s house is a temple, 
whidi had been built in memory of 
his mother, on the spot where JP’s 
mothei had prayed for his life, when, 
as a child, he was critically ill Pomt- 
ing to a well next to the temple 
Saiju Bbdi says, ‘‘rhis is the spot 
where JP was bom This was a 
jungle then But now thinu have 
improved ” Near the well a few 
childien are playing. I ask. a boy 
pointing to the house, if be knew 
whose house it was 'Jaya Prakash 
jis house,' he replies I ask if he 
knows who be was “No,” comes the 
reply 

Undi r a tree sits Kailasb Smgh, 
82, who has spent his entire life m 
Sitabdiara In a broken voice he 
sajs. When 1 heard oi JP’s death I 
wanted to take a last look at him 
Bu' that was not possible I am so 
r old and so weak that 1 just could not 
manage it So 1 went home and 
tliought of him of the days when he 
was a child Let me nairate one in 
cidcnt When we were both children, 
JPs father took us to a baba in Lala 
Told As JP was about to touch his 
feet, the baba stopped him and said, 
■Why do you touch my feet’ One 
day the world will touch your feet ’ 

‘I remember the last time he paid 
a visit to this village There were 
so many people crov^ing him that I 
could only do namosts to him This 
IS one of my greatest regrets ” Kai 
lash Singh stops speaking and stares 
in front of him Then without look 
ing at us he says, ‘ 1 wi«^h 1 could 
have had one last look at JP” 

A minute's walk from the temple 
IS the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, buiH on 
land donated by JP- At the gate 
^'-tands Sukhdeo Singh, watching us 
▼approach “You have come to JP’s 
land But you should have come 
last year when he had come here 
when he spoke to us He was our 
leader lie has given us land, our 
food he says It is evident that JP 
IS loved and respected here as much 
as anywhere else Inside the Gandhi 
Smarak Nidhi we meet Baleswar 
Prasad Yadav, who looks after the 
place ‘ We are feeling his loss 
Whenever he came here he vsited 
this place During his last visit a 
meeting had been held here JP has 
set an example for all of us It had 
been decided that a school for girls 
would be inaugurated here on his 
birthday but now that has been post 
poned ” he says 

Walking along the dust track we 
find a small group of people assemb¬ 
led around a man, narrating the 
iHents during JP’s funeral He has 
lust returned from Palna and every 


M r A G NOOKANI who met JP 
icgulaiiy duiing the dark days 
of the Emergency u tails vividly the 
wue ot JPs hospitalisation at the 
Jaslok Hospital during the bnurcen 
ry On the balcony of tin Ibth floor 
just outsifle JP’s room thi re were 
two typewnters, om tel< phone and a 
posw of pobci*men Dr Shantilal 
Mehta, whs was head of Jaslok at 
the time, was in constant touch with 
Mrs Gandhi about the state of JPs 
health On the ground flooi Bajni 


Patel, who was still Mrs Gandhi’s 
right band man befuic Sanjay Gan¬ 
dhi took over used to hold court in 
theHcgistrar's room that was speual 
ly vacated for him His son was be 
mg treated at the ho'pital at the 
same time The son of a Minister 
of Mabdiashtia was also there for an 
operation and commenting on the 
situation, the wife of the Minister 
With a gesture of hei hand descitbed 
the gathering in Itajni s ronni as the 
Diwanc Kha-s and pointing upwards 
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to the 16tb floor, where JP wu, the 
•aid that it waa the Diwan>e'Am 
The reference was to friends and 
ordinary people, who came to see JP 
during the Emergency JP was 
never alone, remembers Noorani, and 
people always came to see him E M 
S Namboodiripad came And so did 
Sheikh Abdullah — the Sheikh had 
rung up in November 1975, and said 
he wanted to see JP He came, kis¬ 
sed JP’s band and left in the even 
ing Mrs Gandhi never came though 
she was advised to do so 


G eorge FERNANDLS recalled 
bow though It was Peter A1 
vares who bi ought him into the 
Socialist movement, it was “JP who 
sustained me in the movement And 
JP was a pillai of strength to me 
ever since During my underground 
days, when eien the Soaalists at. 
tacked me, it was JP who gave me 
courage to go on After the 1977 
Eleiiions were announied it was JP 
who sent me a note in prison insist 
in^ that I should be a candidate Hr 
said the youth of the country was 
with me Duiing the railway strike 
when I was in Tihar Jail JP who 
was then m Nellore Hospital for an 
operation, extended support to the 
stiiki He even sent a telegram to 
Mrs Indira Gandhi asking her to 
lome to some settlement with the 
sti iking railwaynien ” 



N AHOnAMBHAI of the Sarvodaya 
Mandiil has seen JP in various 
stagis of his political development 
The (list time was during the Bhoodan 
iiiovenunt in 1962 then duiing the 
crisis of the Bihar famine and finally 
duiiiig the Bihar Andolan m 1973 
when IP took an active role again 
JP was very excited at that time, 
lemembers the soft-spoken Narottam 
bhai He told me dunng one of our 
evening walks *1 see in people’s 
eyes and people’s minds a new 
awikening’ In 1973 fiom the Paunar 
Ashram itself, he started the Youth 
for Democracy atlci which c.ime the 
puls,]ting Nav Ninnan movement in 
(lUtaint fallowed by the Total Re 


volution movement in Bihar. JP 
treated everyone equally, says 
Narottambhai 

R AMNATH GOENKA, the news- 
paper tycoon was too distraught 
for words He was making prepara 
tions to go to Patna and when con 
tatted he said “My problem is I am 
leaving just now And what can 1 
say lust leave me alone I m not 
up to the mark’’ and his voice trail 
ed ofl in despair which one docs not 
usually assoaate with the man of 
steel Goenka 

OLGA TfLLIS Bombay 


A S AIR flashed the ncoiicct news 
ol JP s death on Maich 22 1979 
restaurants on Mount Head Madras 
switched oft their ladius anticipating 
mourniul music Some played ic 
coids Otbeis hoped that their juke 
boxes would be kept busy People 
standing m thi qm uc to si i Mac 
hiiKHis Gold at thi III VI cinema 
weie woiricd that the show would be 
cancelled 

The reaction on Oertober 8, was not 
very diflerent By ten in the morning 
as the news of JP s death was con 
turned, movichouscs got iiantic calls, 
book sellcis hastily displayed books 
by JP 

One of the persons who really 
made IP’s name better known is 
Kuman Ananthan sometime lanata 
MP whose miistaid sharp sense of 
humour and wit had won a sizeable 
support for the lanata Paitv in the 
Kanyakuman district “In November 
when wt heard th.it (P was ciiti 
tally ill some of us held a day’s fast 
on the Congress grounds Mis Knsb 
namoorthy said “And we invited the 
so-called fitends of JP Many of 
them didn't have the couitesy to sav 
no They said, they <1 conn and 
didn’t keep their woid On th« other 
hand, aioiind that turn m mv voung 
pcmple bc'longing to the now iniich 
maligned RSS staged a s.iiy jgr.iha 



along with Sarvodaya and Congress 
(0) workers on Mount Road and were 
biutally treated by the police” 

ARTHUR PAIS Madras 


tsiim KNEW JP was gomg to 

VV leave us very soon, but we 
did not expect him to die so auicdcl^. 
However, it is good that he died in 
his sleep pc'dcefully and did not suf 
Icr any moie", said Rashbehari Das, a 
young student ^ 

Amid dll this talk about the Lok 
Sabha elections this news is shocking 
It should be a lesson to our poliU 
cians While they arc flghting among 
themselves, the man who did so 
much to bring them together is no 
more" said an elderly gentleman 

Some cinema halls downed their 
shutters and this caused many, whose 
uliu< s and lustituliuns had declared 
a hobday tu grumble Although 
thcic was an air ut gnet, the mouin 
mg was nut univcisal A young 
(iiauglitsman S Ghosh, woiking in 
,in enginicnug lirm was vociferous 
abuut his lack ol feeling ‘ What 
has IP done for us' Indeed, 
he made us n ilise what democracy 
mi dlls but what has hi given us in 
iduiii' A bunch of politiaans wht 
111 (ven more conupt than thi past 
II glim You M wrong retoited 
a young student Naien Chakiabarty 
What lu gave us was not a bunch 
of conupt politiuans but a method 
of mass piotest 

TIRTHANKAR GHOSH Calcutta 


P SOPLJL in Punjab heard the news 
of JPs death foi Uie first time 
over All India Radio’s eight o'clock 
news bulletin 

October 8 was declared a holiday 
by the State Government and it turn 
ed out to be like any other bohday 
Shops in Chandigarh pulled up their 
shutters after a few hours and did 
brisk business Cinema bouses con 
timicd with their routine shows The 
nvil secretariat hummed with acti- 
vity with scores of people drafting 
condolence resolutions Schools and 
colleges were declared closed after 
the students had obseived silence 
and prayed briefly for the Loknayak’s 
departed soul 

Jayaprakash Narayan had spent 
four months and 12 days dunng the 
Emergency in Chandigarh’s Post 
Graduate Institute of Mechane It 
was here that JP reportedly develop 
ed kidaev trouble and later this ail 
ment reached a chronic stage neces 
sitating dialysis JP’s death was the 
topic of disnission among those 
dortors who had treated him at the 
PGI in 1975 After his release JP 
had admitted that he was well looked 
after at the PGI but was starved for 
company 


A CORRESPONDENT Chandigarl 


f 





'T'HE Loknayak's death has shocked 
1 the people of Orissa. The shock 
was so profound that people put up 
, .IP's photographs in houses and shops 
and garlanded them profusely. Some 
people were seen weeping bitterly. 
Shops pulled down their shutters as 
u mark of respect. Indeed it was 
ironical that JP passed away only 
hours after the Orissa unit of the 
Janata Party merged into the Lok 
Dal at a convention in Bhubaneswar 
in which Mr Biju Patnaik had 
announced that the Lok Dal was the 
Party ot the Loknayak. 

The people of the State fondly re¬ 
member JP’s visit to Orissa on April 
I, 1975 which coincidentally was the 
formotion day of Orissa. About two 
and-a-half months after' his Orissa 
visit he was jailed by Mrs Indira 
Gandhi. Orissa hangs down her head 
in shsnie when the people remember 
the heinous attempt to assa.ssinatc 
him at Dhenkanal by those in power. 
Orissa also remembers with gratitude 
the young men who saved him from 
certain death at that time. Many of 
those young men are now MLAs and 
one ol them left by road tor Patna 
to have a last darstian of the depart¬ 
ed leader. 

All the events an; htstory now 
Perhaps, the saddest man in Orissa 
IS Mr Biju Patnaik On hearing the 
news he was stunm'd and it was onU 
alter he had overcome the initial 
shock that he blurted out: “A great 
soul has passed away”. Dr H. K 
Mahatab. the veteran leader, fumbled 
for words when be was informed by 
a news agency man of the death. He 
only .said ■ “1 am very sorry " 

A CORRESPONDENT 


W HEN at breakfast-time the news 
of JP's death was broadcast over 
radio, people accepted the news as 
sadly and resignedly as they endure 
the unchanging pattern of their own 
lives. Truly, there was none of the 
shock and disbelief which had given 
a dimension of near-desperate 
hysteria to the sorrow in evidence 
when Gandhi and later Nehru died. 
Demoralising as JP’s death was, 
g'.tonethelcss, it was only c\|)ected. In- 
" deed in the common man’s reckoning 
it was a merciful eod—not only be 
cause it brought to an end his har¬ 
rowing dialysed survival but much 
more because to the minds of the 
frustrated proletariat, JP's greatest 
achievement—the Janata Party’s 
victorv in 1977—was brutally con¬ 
verted into the greatest ever belravat 
of the people. “A good man died” 
was the honest if bland refrain in 
towns. village.s and their market¬ 
places. Life went on perhaps a trifle 
more morosely than usual, with a 
sense of inexorability. 

At bars and pubs whieh is the one 
place where the Goan mind uninhibi- 
tedlv exoresses itself, the common 
remark was "God might as well hav'’ 
soared JP and remembered other 
^Ider men who have mined us." 

MARIO CABRAL E SA. Goa 


D espite reacting unenthusiastical¬ 
ly to JP’s call for Total Revolu¬ 
tion in the troubled times that pre¬ 
ceded the Emergency, and giving him 
a none too pompous reception when 
he last visited Trivandrum the people 
of this palm-1 ringed State showed 
iheir feeling by joining other mourn¬ 
ers throughout the country. 

Sadness engulfed political circles 
as the news of his sudden demise 
broke soon after the Assembly had 
adjourned sine die in the wake of the 
resignation of the PKV Ministry. 
With spontaneous expressions of 
sorrow, loaders of vartous political 
Parties reacted emotionally to the 
news as K. Chandrasbekharan of the 
Janata Party went around inform¬ 
ing people Formal condolence.* 
followed. The last time JP's ‘‘death’’ 
wa.s erroneously announced, the 
Assembly was m session and did not 
care to call a condolence mectrng. 
But this tune the people of the State 
were themselves quick to react 

As lor tributes, there were man.v' 
The Governor, Mrs Jothi Venkata- 
chollum, hoped in a message that the 
"evergreen” memory ol JP would 
continue to inspire the country; the 


void created by his death would re¬ 
main unfilled, said the former CM, 
Mr P. K. Vasudevgtt Nair; be synthc. 
sised Gandhism with Socialism, .said 
the new CM Mr C. H. Mohammad 
Koya of the Muslim ' League; free 
India would remember him with 
gratitude, was an unlikely remark 
from the Congriss (I) leader and 
funner CM, K. Karunakaran; a great 
karniayogi who gave moral and politi¬ 
cal leadership to the people, was how 
Ghakkeri Ahmed Kutty described JP; 
his death removed the last of ‘hi 
natiunai stalwarts, commented K. M. 
Chandv of the Congress (I); the 
gic.iUst of Indian leaden aftf 
Gandhi, said K. Chandrashekaran of 
the Junata. The Marxist leader E. 
M. S. Namboodirtpad recalled how 
the departed leader had reminded 
him on hLs last visit to the State, of 
the fart that they were the first 
.socialists in the country, and how 
thev h.vl worked together and also in 
opposite camps. One particularly 
sad comment from an elderly person 
was. “IP was one of the few leaders 
who did not pursue power." 


G S KART HA. Trivandrum 


The mysteries of JP's will 


P wrote his will thrice. 
By way of property, 
JP had a house anci 
some land in Sitab- 
-idiara which he inheri¬ 
ted. JP’s younger brother, 
Rajeshwar Prasad, had sold bis 
portion of the land and bought a 
bouse in Bombay. JP received the 
Magsaysay award and from this 
sum he had put aside Bs. 50,000 
In the bank. 

The first will had said that bis 
properties in the village would go 
to his nephew. Anil, and the cash 
distributed among the various 
organisations which JP founded. 
This will should have come into 
effect immediately after Prabha- 
vatlji’s death because during her 
IBetime she exerdsed exclusive 
rights over the property. Thi.s 
will was prepared in the presence 
of his wire. 

Time passed and Prabhavati.|i 
died. Then came the Emergency 
end JP was sent to Jail. During 
his detention at the Po.st Graduate 
Institute of Medicine at Chandi¬ 
garh, JP wrote his second will. 
By this time be had given away 
Rs. 15,000 to different, people a.« 
was his habit, and onty'Rs. 35,000 
was left with JP. In this will he 
left some money for Gulab, his 
personal attendant, wine tor bis 
sifter and the rest for mrganisn 
dons he had started. 

JP wrote his third and last will 
in 1878. By this time, his savings 
in the bank had earned .some in¬ 
terest and on April 30, 1878, he 


received Rs. one lakh as an award 
from Chaglu. This money was 
used for JP's treatment in Seattle. 
What remained was in the bank. 
The third will earmarked certain 
amounts in cash for Gulab, JP's 
sister, and the organisations which 
he began. A few bighas of land 
and the house at Sitabdlara ore 
left to Anil, his nephew. JP’s pro¬ 
perties which are not menUooed 
in the document will be cantrolM 
by trustees named in the third 
will. Thev are- Ganga Singh. 
Jalnarayan Sahay and Shivnath 
Babu. 

Apart from the will, JP had 
written to the then Chief Minister 
of Bihar. Srikrishna Singh in 1957 
saying that “no memorial should 
be built after my death". In 1972, 
on the occasion of JP’s 70th birth¬ 
day, Sarvodnva workers had plan¬ 
ed to collect money for “Jaya- 
prakash fund" and to use the 
money for the .Sarvodaya move¬ 
ment. 'When Jainarayan Sahay 
commumValed this plan to JP who 
was at that time resting in a 
guest house at Bangalore JP*> 
reply w,is: “Please do not collect 
jinv fund in mv name. If the fund 
l.s meant for good cause I can help 
with the collection. T am strongly 
opposed to collecting funds In my 
name". 

The first two wills stand cancel 
led and only Hk* will whidi JP 
wrote in 1978 Is valid. 


SANT OSH BHARTIYA 
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Should a short man 
say * Vss* to a tall heel ? 





Ght your home thm 
festive look» 


With Bombjiy 
your walls 

_ .‘ 2 »«o«rtd with mirth, 

, your windows hreeaa in 
flood ohftar,your doors 
owlnflfijdtt'haartedly and 
.you^ tho cailinfl'with our 


An If 


^rantlra house cslabrats the 
ritual of oolours. 

Bombay Paints are easy 
to aofliy, cover flreater areas 
and Cast ioniser than 
any other fleiot. 
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, 3abur Chyawanprash 
3uilds family health in 
four ways 
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1. Keeps bod> tissues young 
Dabui Chyawanprash slows 
down the wear of body tissues 

2. Builds bod) immunity 

Dabut Chyawanprash raises 
the total body resistance, and 
IS also indicated in coughs 
and colds 

3. Builds alertness 

Da bur Chyawanprash helps 
build alertness in children and 
develops the faculties in old 
age 

4. Has anabolic properties 
Dabur C hyawanpiash helps in 
the upbuilding of the body 


' Recipe of the gods ' 

7/ii ruipt fo! Ch\aKanpra\h datei 
hath niir iOOO Mart n/itn it is taid 
till ph\ tici int of thi Kodt pretenbed 
It for Rnhi Chxattana to rettore hit 
\outh although th( oldi u health 
tonii m till It or Id it it today 
iiianiifaitiirid bt Dabur in a modern 
ihygieitu and liillt automatid faitory 


in A\urvedu health tonu 

CHYAWANPRASH 

A\ nl iWi >t ill IcKlini! clicniists ind mi.dii.jl shops 


to man alone. 
Bntman 
perfected 


.sA Andhra Bank 
has further 
refined it. 


»»»**•» e «si'wiOA' 

Am m^tn MM #« ta 

Was 



Tht>r» are rmKty exampips 
o1 Mvete in nature The 
beavar fpt in*tanre s was 
and alprea lood foi ih« 
needy day 

Man w th hia aupat or 
t itellioance ha« extended 
the an^aot saving 
bavirtg quilt a ftvn 
fsatntiaU 
And money moat 
Important of all 
Helping hi n save money 


for aii his needs it 
Andhra Bank Through 
a range of nchemea 
tailor made to suit 
everyone in the family 

Out Scherrea 

• Kaipatharuvu • Bhagyalakshmi 

• Kiddy bank eSamraksha 

• Samkthema • Janaaahaya 

• bruhakaipa • Karthakaaahaya 
•Social Sacurity Schame 

for Women • Cath Certificata 


A >dhre Bank 

the bank reepena ve to pacple 


The 

# 1 Andhra 
Bank Ltd. 


Begd b Tantra Off ce 
Sultan Ba/ar Hyderabad kOC 00' 


cl a r an 0 SWAM NA HA Pt -0 

















Snap up all the fun coming 
your way at picnics, parties, 
birthdays, holiday trips 
It costs less than you think 
And It's fun all over again, 
when you ve kept it all with 
just a "Click" Keep a 
Click handy Contact your 
nearest Agfa Gevaert dealer 

Distributors 

Agfa-Gevaert India Limited 
Regd Office 
Merchant Chambeis 
41, New Marine Lines 
Bombay 400 020 


The aim and-sboot camera*. 


® Registered Tiaderitarks of Agfa Cevaert ^ntwerp/Lever^usen 


^^ClkklllxClick IV 
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“Our tastes 
are simple. 
We only wear 
the best? 





SufUng Shining t 

1 t)ev re tre oest J 

The fedmoiogtcar Institiiie of loxtilos. Bhnvm ^ 


a. 

a. 



Nature's secret discovered! 



mates you 
noticeably Mrer 

JnNatiire!!s am gentie^^. 



-the gendewto a&iier skin. 


LINTAS fALOV f 24IS 










Now, the1000 rupees 
that nobody can rob! 























Leonard keeps 
kababs succulent 

Cairo 




Leonard chills 
masala milk 
in Madurai 


A 

\ 


jir 

T J ^#1fc expensive l-i 

; ^ Leonard " 

'MkIu.KicJ'* Wtl 

/ Conmcl vouf i eiir«tt dMi«r \ 

,r 


Leonard keeps 
Grade smilino 
m Goa 


I Mnsrd serves millions of urh»n i 
families around the worlri « Wnan Leonard owner* ate 

iS tTzr "the fay- 


• a a 

le 

Since 



Leaders in refr«eration 


•nduarh . Jamehadpur. Bans.lor; . C«ch':n^ 







Theni^ 

V brought the house down 
^ ^^ut Los Angeles! 



A Kishorc Kumar show is an 
experience He sings He acts He 
entertains Above all, he thrills 
his audience. 

His show at the Pasadena C’lvic 
('entre, Los Angeles was one rif his 
best HMV has captured this 
ex:<(^iting perltumance on a multi-track 
stereo double album to take >ou 
right into the conceit hall. 

You’re sure to give Kishoie Kumar 
a standing ovation' 

Kisfiore Kumar. 

The Brst Indian artiste 
to be awarded 
the coveted gold disc 
in the USA. 


Featuring 

Mana .lanab Ne Fukara 
Nahin (I’.nmg <iticsi) 
Men- Sapmtn Ki Kaiii 
(Aradhuna) 
t hinfiari K»i Ithaiike 
(Aniai I’rciii) 
i>ukhi Man Merc 
(I'unloosh) 


Mi-ra Jrevan kora 
Kaga/ (Koia Kag.i/) 
(ihunghroo Ki 'I arah 
(Chor Machayc Shot) 
Mere Naina Sanan 
Bhadon (Mcliboob.t) 
Meri F>ari Haheniva 
(Sachaa Ihutha) 

. and nian> more 


Kishore Kumar Live at Lo s Angeles 
now on a multi-track stereo 

DoubleAlbum. At your HMV dealer. 


EMI 


HMV 


Groat artistes, 
great music. 

TYie Gramophone Company 
of India Lkhded 


^6 


'V.I.P'Cariy-oiis. 




That one-day business! 

For a hectic day s work the 
'VI P Executive Twin 
A briefcase runr overniqhter with 
two cornpletelv independent 
compartments The prir e? 

Just Rs 205 The hinged divider 
deverly doubles as a writing shelf 
One side is for files papers 
calculator the works 
The other is strictly personal 
Now, what you carry 
IS your business' 




When It's got 

to be done...overnight! 

It you're a night-bird, rush out 
loi the 'VIP' Overnighter 
(Now that's a decision you 
don t have to sleep overt) 

It makes a strong case for style 
as well as convenience 
There's a useful divider 
stay-put straps, .even a handy 
toilet case For all the value 
you’ll get, at Rs 280, it's a 

dreamT 


. 



HP* 




# ■■ 
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FROM THE START 
Anmilspray—India's most 
popular baby food 

Mora moihart uting baby food choota 
Amulapray than any other baby food 
Bacauaa Amulspray iv • perfectly balanced 

• vitamin enriched * eaay to digest 

• dissolves easily 

8 reeat feeding is Natural 
Remember mother s milk is by far the best 
lor baby It is extremely difficult to substitute 
lor breast milk 

All mothers therefore should feed their 
infants at the breast as long as the quantity 
of milk remains adequate 
However if your breast milk is not sufficient 
for baby start him on Amulspray 





* '■ewr** J 









Amulspray starts the growth 
only Balamul helps continue 










FXCff IntoiRisiiv* Amul Baby Book and Balamul Giowih Raco'a Booklai in Cnelith 
Baby Book alao in H nd Maraib Guiaran Bangal Tamil lalueu and Malayalam 
Wiila 10 Rosi Boa No 10134 Bomnay 400001 williyour eomplala addraaaand 
Ra 1 00 poaiaeo atampt 


3rd MONTH ONWARDS 
Balamul as wall 

No other solid food is good enough for your 
Amulspray baby 

Why a epacially prepared, balanead. 
solid food after 3 months? 

Because your baby is growing so fasti 
He doubles his birth weight in 6 months— 
his brain is 80“„ developed by three years 
Milk alone is not enough Your baby needs 
proteins vitamins and minerals in a balanced 
form - that only Balamul ideally provides 

Balamul—specially created for the 
Indian baby 

Balamul has been specially formulated with 
the help of the Central Food Technological 
Research Institute Mysore and tested at the 
Christian Medical College, Velloral 

Balamul—more nutrition more value 
e at least 26% more protein than other 
branded cereal foods 

• more calcium Vitamin A and C 

I e fortified with balanced quantities of fat, 
iron and Vitamin B Complex 

• pre cooked in milk Easyto digest 

e delicious mixes easily with dal, mashed 
fruits, puddings 

f Balamul givaa TWICE the value for your 
money than any other branded cereal 
foods i 


Maikeied by 

Guisisi Coopeisnve Milk Msikelina 
Sedeisiien Limned Ansnd 
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IknewitbyacSfferent 
naane.^Mallovah^ 
be&nmyokifSMyiMB- 
em since my first 
'tee^-footbatt'day!' 


8*y« Omni Oomvwmi, 

tagAfKtarv fo«tl>atl »liipp«r« 
OI|rmi»lw». scNie^r'* unviwiqulBlHitf h*ro. 


'Baba gvesmeffie 
prac^.MSkmffv^ 
metheenergy. 
DeScloistyr 

Add* ftidtpM 6 D«winn}« 
tlMBtriOMs *on. 

sehool^toctidr sutr, proiniatnt 



Maltova 

The delicious energy drink for an action-packed life. 


Chum Go&wami Sudipta 
Uoswami Illustrious father 
illustrious son Generations 
bound together by undying 
family traditions like love for 
football, zest for action 
that special taste of what is 
now maltova 

And, like Chum, Sudipta 
too knows that Maltova's 
body-building proteins, health 
sustaining vitamins and minerals 
make for an active body Give 
that extra burst of energy to 
succeed And emerge the 
winners No wonder. Chuni has 
a record of leading his home 
team to victory in every ma|oi 
tournament representing India 
in over 80 international 
matches, and c^taininq Indi i 
Olympics I And Sudipta* 

IS on the threshold of an 
exciting tomorrow _ 


X^OOgms 
, Rs. 13.99 

•v. 

^ LocallaxesExtra 

Jill 

lAGATjrr movsntiES umitcd 




Maltova 

for that special taste of success 
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ASP JIL-tt-13.16 




9 i."i AS V«S 



BoaihreBr 


^_ Sm rnmm 

. 4 BU«U .n 'M:'?;,, you when 


,,>ot 4Bu>Hu>hMB^'\„tehVoUwhen 

c.l.en> •• 9"^' V lnrt>9 s hr^t 9"' ,y,e ' 

2 Mox'""""'rirtor addhtonal ^ ,e to < hanqe y 

He«e •» ‘ „J[,w povm\.« vwdh ^ dos.qnod J>► ad 

t^tonMoq 3 Uo»qo9total dfty Get Goodyear Power Drive today I 

top Ihqht men l.v a ^ somr ii«'P 

KS'isi-' - " GOW/i^ 

“ So good on the mad 


oxclusivii 


Get Goodyear Power Drive today I 
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cosmic 

YDUR SOUND FAVOURtTE 



BMNGS YOU GLASS & X TAL FERRITE HEAD CASSETTE STEREO DECK 


GLASS a X TAL 
FERRITE HEAD 

• No Hiss noise reduction system 

• Any kind of tape can be used- 
Low Noise, Cr-Oz or Fe-Cr 

• Superior S/N ratio and wide 
dynamic range GX head * Added 
convenience with memory rewind 

• Peak level indicator responds 
immediately to input * Tape run 
indicator lamp • Tape end 
safety feature and full release 
automatic stop mechanism 

• Self-lock pause button 

• Limiter circuit prevents 
overlevel recording 


Tape speed Ips 
Frequency response 30Hz to 
14,000 H/ ( 3 d B) using Low 

Noise Tape 30Hz to 16 000 
Hz ( 1 - 3 d B) using Cr O Tape 
30H7 to 17 000 Hz ( I 3d B) 
using Fe-Cr Tape 

Wow & Flutter Less than 0 19"/o 
(DIN 455000) Less than 0 07% 
WRMS (NAB) 

Distortion I ess than 1 5 / 

(1 000 Hz 0 VU) using Low 
noise Tape 

Heads (2) Or e GX Recording/ 
Playback head One erase head 


cosmic 


AKAI 


GXC-39D 

STEREO CASSETTE 

TAPE DECK 

Manufacturers 

cosmic Rpoio 

Rombay 400 091 *1^1 b733fa1/6? 
•GRAMS SOI IDSTAIL 

Di tnl ulot 

CDSTROniCS 

F'fl NO 9402 BOMBAY 400 093 



For mirror-image sound reproduction 

TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AND SERVICE CENTRE 


rji0a DMu 

KAKMTAM 

lASHHnt ftiGIOfl 

/VOnfH INDIA 

mAOAYA FAAOISH 

GUJAAAJ^ 

STERIO SOUND CtHflRt 

NUSOUND 

OUKICS 

HIMSONS ELKTROMICS 

MUMC PAIACE 

MUMT* traders 

J Aoud) Agdd Woui 1 Rodd, 

4'’ Nan fffartia Hr id 

1 1 4 Ma/o Hr ad 

i Angnar Bagh Market 

ft; ¥ Udii Maiktl 

JoQl^kAf Building, 

MAORA, roD ocr 

BANOALURf j6r && 

( *i TTA /Of) OH 

Dr h ItGliOE 

M G Htidd 'NOlJNf 

Anindpuru, &AH00A 


Ptinre 7404R 

h( * 48*1 H 

Rrmf mmliiti « 

ft re 1BP‘/ 

Htjif 615T1 









Save 

a little regularly, 
and everything 
you've 

always dreamt 
of is yours. 



ANahabad Bank's 
Recurring Deposit Scheme 
makes it possible. 


The best thing about this Scheme is 
that you can choose your own monthly 
deposit sum From a minimum of 
Rs. 10/- to a maximum of Rs 1,000/-, 
over a period of 1 to 10 years 
So you save and earn with no great 
effort And what you finally get 
back could be as much as 50°„ more 
than what you've deposited, 
perhaps more I Making it possible for 
you to buy what you've always dreamt of. 
For details, drop in at your nearest 
Allahabad Bank branch. 


\m 

ALLAHABAD BANK 

Your Own Bank 


(A Government of India Undertaking) 


jf f\ 

LEARN ART 

THROUGH POST 

The art of drawing can be learnt in just 
2 years time, sitting at your home, 
through post, at the cheapest rate with 
attractive lessons 

It IS being taught in S languages namely 
English, Hindi, Tamil, Malayalam & Telugu 

For all details please contact 

SANTHANU'S CHITIRA 
VIDYALAYAM 

C o CHITIRAKULLAIM (S; 
CHfNTADRIPET 
MADRAS-600 002. 

Phone 




STRENGTH 
& ENERGY 


in every 20-ciay pack. 



On!v OKASA with a hiqft powered 
combination of 6 bio chemicals 6 minerals 


10 essential vitamins and rare herbal extracts 


like A'.hwaqandha and Yohimbine helps you 
get the most out of life Start on OKASA 
today and feel the difference yourself 
Now in a handy new pack 

OKASA 

A\Biiible at jli leading chemists 
Foi a free bocklet on OKASA writ* to 
OKASA CO PVT LTD 
Po«i Bo. No 396 Bombay 400 001 


028 







cctow Q\'V!R\^ 
s\\ou\&\\puuse1 



Tht br*»* and th« bold 

F t w I < x*/] < I uri>Q#i»os 

rld>r> jtt , « fof ndvenlufH 
ind •* f Apdir iiv enduraru o 
< An<i ridi*ar1 i( c ountanis 
ri ad loik ol •‘r>du*df>t e wh«»n 
d ^hows up Of lhair books ) 


/ 



Black w baautiful 

F^ormal and difjnitiad black 
IS a lo^ar of strength and 
the accountant s favouritt* 
roiouf Whan deep and 
glossy It can be a v«*rv 
beautiful colour 



TrusMM 

The ideal executive nwxes 
sensitivity with forvour, a 
desire lor pleaaure with 
an aliiiitv to perform Thai s 
true blue Chelpark s 
Hermanervt Blue 


Aufhority and anthutiasm 

When tifun and (>lar li 
(on bint* thp result is iKMh 
resiMjfi «itile arxl responnve 
Hiur* n>Hl> denotes a man 
irvho s rlearly his owrk bos 



Grtan it gorgaout 

f merald Green is deep nr h 
psvcionete and unshakeable 
Denotes an easypumQ 
perstji slow to anger an I 
forvj of (umiHinnwish't 



Impetuous anil daring 

Nothing is more 
uiu onveniional than a blend 
of blue and green Turquoise 
I* fiiH of quick enthusiasms 
rapid decisions and has an 
open honest personaiity 



f 



Th* ragcl touch 

Truly royal tastes aio always 
reflected m Royal Blue 
the Chou e of unselfish 
high minded peo()lu all over 
the world 



Captain s colour 

( r » ,or 5 for |hr» Ir m 
sorr or vioirt for tho w»>r 
t Sftr r CH(* )j<4(lr s new 
( t tr son V li I I ar^ trie 
U ta wlu e ul » 

1 M nl r I t » -b (i V «» 


Discover easy-flow, • 

non-clog Cheipark 

In eight magnificent colours. i 


Cheipark w<th Clean % is 
manufactured to int«rr>di>ona> 
( httlpaik Company L ruiqd 
Bangeltiie bhO 0^4 


I I r Is I V 



ouic tmO Muna 
is t\xft stuoe ^eoH iuVk 


indigestion? 

diarrhoea ? 
acidity ? 

flatulence ? 



Use 

Bengal Chemicars 

^ AQUA 
PTYCHOnS 

Bengal Chemicars Aqua Ptychotis 
contains concentrated Ajowan 
water It works right through your 
system and helps to cure diarrhoea, 
dyspepsia, flatulence, acidity, indi* 
gestion etc. Absolutely safe. Can 
be used regularly as a preventive. 
Suitable for all ages. 

Keep a bottle handy 

t 

BENGAL CHEMICAL 

(Minsgemant undar Covt ol India) 


naa Bc iB3s* 


A FAMILY FAVOURITE FOR OVER 60YEARS 




Aglra^ tited and tested love. 



“I discovered Nippo's perfect 
Only one in a million Nippo 
batteries can go wrong 
because their quality testing 
IS accurate And. Nippo s 
top-seal intrigued me 
Imagine being lOOt sure the 
super power is all there, fresh 
and unused Some Nippo 
batteries are metal clad and 
all have the research backing 
from National of Japan * 

—Agha 


Nllto 

Top-seal batteries 

Super power backed by technology 
from National of ]apan. 



The NIptK) range: batteries to suit every application... every pocket. 


everest/>9/INL/144 

























Hi^-protein health 
Bodybuilding goodness 
Vital nutrition 

A taste your family will love... 

Try 

Mealmaker 

today! 


Pep up your health! 

Ml Alni.kri IS ri«li in so \i f itdttrin tlu lx M anti 
nidst < Hi( i(‘iil soiiiit of vtj>(tabi< proti in 
It hlU (hr \itjl |>io((Mii ga|> in a lunmal inilian iln t 

2M Km. of Mealmaker contains as much protein 
as 3.9 litres of milk or 1 kg of mutton or 24 eggs. 


It’s completely vegetarian! 

Mialniakii in ioo% xplanan When aihird to any 
dish, Ixtaiisi It Is ills’ll in proti in, it make« ivory 
Mtalinakii tlish a hij>hly nutiitivi ont 

Great for meat-eaters too! 


Only Mralmakoi lan gist viiti siiih niniiliiiii 
V, ilh sui h t (onniii) ' 

And low 111 lat. Mtalinaktr has praitiiailv no lats, 
(holostorol (II sai(haridrs, whuh itiaki s it thi idtal 
liiixl foi iht \sh(d( iainds 


K- V*Jk «■> 

\ v«* / 



Ihiiugh \< (ii lai laii, Mialmakii hit nds |Hrititl) 
with nnai I \t< nd iin at dislu s with Mtalmakor— 
s(iv( It (Mi\ d.i> an I Stas within your budget 


...and tasty, tasty, tasty! 


lour lanidy will lost th< taste of Mealmakir 
Kiniaikabls sitsatili, Mialniakii absoibs the .pity 
tlasoui (>l any dish Mealmaker makes a dtliiiuus 
sanely ol vegetallan and n<sn-vrgetarian dishes - 
and swells, too I ooi lor the rc(i|x Iiallet in 
isiry paik 



Mealmaker 

for great-tasting nourishment. 
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For mothers who care a little more. 


the more effective anSfc 



©Savlon 


klIJs moregerms_more kinds of 

gGrms-more effectively ^ 

r child hac a r»i §* i%i I 


When vour chMd has a cut, bum or abraston protect h,m' 
with today s most effective antiseptic-Savbn 
Savlon destroys germs which 

Gentle, soothing and powerful Savlon 


Savlon 

HQuid antiseptic 


1 • ' -Ir .,nj , 


loday s most advanced antiseotic 

User, The Aik.,. Chem.., < „„ ,, 



^ antiseptic cream 


87 


CAS ACCI 1 G 79 




Assisting twice the number of 
small scale units than others, proves 
we aren’t just another bank! 


It Ks .1 ftiC't that, on an average, our branches 
.'•.upport twic'f the nuinbei of small scale 
u!iits than otltei bank's Oi, mote precisely, 
our fature is .small scale units 
pel blanch, conifsued to IB for otheis 

Taking Small Scale Industries on the double! 

Between 1975 and 197(i, oui small .scale 
units account almost doubled— 
fi(.'m 12.381 to 23,706 on to 27,686 
in 1977-to 32.175 in 1978 
A leinaikable )ump from only 750 
.it the time of nationalis.ition. 

The numbei of letail tiade 
accounts, tocv almost doubled 
from 11,715 in 1975 to 21,333 
in 1977—on to 24,433 m 1978 

1, 8th: OUT big credit 

Today, 1/Bth of our credit 
goes to the small scale 
sector alone 


in faet, from the time of nationalisation 
to the end of 1978, our outstanding advances 
have lecot ded a phenomenal increase 
of 53y,43'\. 

We aren’t just 2mother bank 

As you c.m see, the sm.ill scale sectoi 
IS a bi',: .sc.ile oper.ition with us..,On tlie 
other sido of the com, we happen to be 
oiu' bank that's having well over 62% 
ol it.--' deposits on long term duration— 
sure proof oi cusiomer loyalty 
All of which explains why we are 
not ju.st another bank. 

Indian Bank 

H.O. 31, Rajaii Road, 

MadtaS'600 001 

Buy Rajaii coupons, available 
at our rnelropoliian, urban and 
rural branches (rural branche.s 
m Tamil Nadu only) 

saa/ib;i447;c 



Indian Bank 

Helps build your fortune 


u 


Search... 


Of Energy . Power Life. All visible 
in the Sun. Man's sinews. The gushing 
wind. The roaring waters. All linked 
together. All part of man’s dreams 
tow'ards prosperity. 

Prosperity and Power. In quest of which 
man has scaled new heights. Power for 
his machines and homes. Power from 
Nature. From the depths of the mighty 
rivers that flow through Karnataka. 

As far back as 1898. .. Karnataka 
became a pioneer in hydel power. 

In 1902 the Shivasamudram Power 
Station was the largest of its kind . 
Power travelled 147 kms. to Kolar the 
largest transmission line in the world. 
Also in 1902. 


In 1970, the first Corporation inllu' 
country to construct, own. o|irral<‘ and 
maintain Power Projn* (s in I ,,iii n tl a 
was borrt Mysore Pow'er ( m poi ai wm I i' 
To accelerate thi poa .-ss ..! 
development. To put Karnaiaka on (i'c 
threshold (»f a new prospi ,!/ I n nn 
wonder that there is now a m n , u' of 
spelling Pr(»gress MVP'»\\,i H' 

Which again speaks of oni pliil;i-."i'hv 




-.yi 




MYSORE 

roWER 

'■II ■ 1I 

loiii;. 




upo* nioK ltd I 


Mysore Power Corporation Ltd 


Regd Office: 

Bharatiya Vid\ 



Extracts from "Prison Diary" 


M y world lies in • shambles all 
around me. I am afraid 1 shall 
not see it ^ together again la my 
lifetime. Maybe my neMews and 
nieces wilt see that Maybe. 

Here was 1 tiding to widen the 
horisons of our democracy. Trying to 
do It mainly by involving the people 
more intimately and continuously in 
the piocetses of democracy. This in 
two ways. One. by creating some 
kind of mscUnery through whidi 
there rouM be a measure of consut- 
tation with the pewle in the aetting 
up of candidates, two, providing 
a ffladiinery<^he same machinery as 
in One above would have done- 
through which the people could keep 
a watch un their representativea and 
demand good and honeat perfor¬ 
mance from them. These were Hm 
two drops of essence tikat I wanted 
to distil out of all the dang and da- 
moor of the Bihar movement. And 
here 1 am endiiu up with the death 
of democracy, where have my cat 
culatlona gone wrong? (I almost said 
“our” calculatlona, nut that would 
he wrong. I muat bear the full, the 
whole, responsibility.) I went wrong 
tn sssuffling tiiat s Prime Minister 
In a democracy would uaa all the 
normal and aMormal laws to defeat 
a peaceful democratic nmwment but 
would not dastrop demoerncy (taeif 
and subaUtuto for It i totnUtarUn 
system. (Jul^ 21, IPTf). 

sc'pOTAL RevolutioB is our stogan: 

A Future history Imlongs to us.’' 
Will this now remain an irony of 
hlatory? Ail jat haintrs, cowarda and 
aycophants must be laugMag at 
IIS, “They dared to get it the atara 
bm deacended into heu", thia la how 
they mw he rkUcuUag na. But only 
tonie who aought to get at tba stars 
hava adiieved anything in the world, 
maybe at the cost of^thdr llvn. 

Instead of total revolution, we ftaid 
today the dark douda of total 
cuunter-revohitioa ondrcUag ui. It la 
a feast day for the owls md jtduls 
uAose how and growla we hear .on 
all sldea. But. howsoever darit tte 
night may he, the dawn ia hound to 
fouow. 

But wUl the dawn follow all by 
itseti? And shall we simply wait, 
arms crussed? If sodal revolution 


natore, theic would have been no 
place for human effort, for aodM pro- 

r ss and change. Whm then an We 
do? The answer is: “They who 
raised that siogsn atxl sang that song 
offer to saenbee themselves. 
And the first to kiu the altar must 
he the one who was their Wader.” 
Doubts have heeo set at rest, the 
dcasiOQ has been taken. (August 7, 
1975) 


I N one ot her Statiementa Mrs (sandhi, 
speaking obliflue]^ about me and 


my colteagues in the movement, aaid 
that for us the atudenta oonki do no 
wrong; they could bnm dBwn buaea 
commit other kinds of violatia. and 
scenes of rowdylnn, hut (for ui) they 
were sacred, noUtiag could be aaid 
against them, ate. aic. Now I have 
dedded not to comment any more on 
Mrs Gandhi’s sayhiffi, but on this 
point 1 must say something because 
the students have played a vital role 
m both the Gujarat and Bihar move¬ 
ments ami they are lihah' to play a 
greater part in tin future,..In most 
cases of violence, police provocation, 
sometimes in extreme and indecent 
forms, was the tpark. Be that as it 
may, the bulk of the atudeats parti¬ 
cipating in the Gujarat movement 
beUeved in and adhered, to geaceful 
mntiiods. (Se^embar l. UT$) 


r India and the Indln petgtle have 
to be put tbrougb totaUtanan ri¬ 
gours in order to be taugbt tte virtue 
of disdtdine, that virtue would be 
found at the drst test to have been a 
mere veneer. Discipline is a quality of 
Individual and group behaviour which 
has to be inculcated and nurtured in 
an atmosphere of freedom, i.e, in a 
ooodition in whidi there la a choice 
of action. In this process, especially 
in a aociety like ours in whidi politi¬ 
cal power and politics occupy such a 
dominant position (whidi Is but a 
fact regrettable) the Inculcation of 
dladpline depends, more thsn oe 
anything else, on the behaviottr oi 
those In power and Government. 
(October 1, 1975) 

\7iNOBAJl did something miracnl 
V otts for some years. It appeared 
as though a new GeadUan proceas of 
Mdal coange and reeonstnictioa has 
arornged. But after Ui atmrmy 
Blwoom experiment, not even mila 
breeie UeW. not to apeak of mighty 
"storm” of uramdan. Gram-Swarajya 
or any other conatradive experiment 
Later, be withdrew into ma inner 
seH. and atatted the mwriment of 
'aetkw' ia the form of ‘inacuim’. To 
date this does net aoem to have home 
fruit' But whit ia a period of 10 or 
years in hist^? Meanwhile, the 
country is heading for a downfaU, not 


sooai and cultural degradation of at 
ica.M 40 per cent of the tndian pe^e 
who live below the poverty tine, (me 
is reminded here of a statement of 
It mu who, while defining democrar}', 
hsd said that it did not only mean a 
Govcinment ealahluhed by the 
p(‘opl«''s vote: it also meant that the 
people had the power to oust their 
rutero wheo found unworthy to rule. 
Democracy has almeat ceased to exist 


in India today. The pyramid of the 
political structure still stands on its 
apex. The same is true of the educa- 
tional and almost all other spheres of 

S tUic activity. It is a tragic story 
at beggars description. (October 2. 
1975) 


I HAVE been saying that total re- 
vohitlM is a combination of 
seven revolutions — social, economic, 
pt^tical, cultural, ideological or in 
teuectual, educational aim spiritual. 
This number may be increased or 
decreased. For instance, the cultural 
revolution may include educational 
and ideological revolutions. And if 
culture is used in an anthropological 
sense, it can embrace alt other re¬ 
volutions. But what we understand 

g culture in the context of a primi- 
« society ia not generally the same 
os in the context of a civilised society. 
Ukewtae, social revolution in the 
Marxian context covert economic an^ 
political revolutiona and even moi^ 
than that. This it how we can reduS:' 
the number to lest than seven. And 
wo can add to this number by break¬ 
ing up each of the seven revolutions 
info different categories. Economic 
revolution may he split up into in¬ 
dustrial, agricultural, technological 
revolutuma, etc. Similarly, intellec¬ 
tual revolimon may be split up into 
two — adentifle gad philosophical. 
Evea ipiritua] revolntion can be look¬ 
ed upon as pert of tiie culturaL And 
10 on. The hnportaiit thing is that 
the toebaical words that we use must 
be dearly defined. As we know, the 
ihaln difficulty in understanding the 
Gita is semantic. The Gita haa used 
certain words giving them tta own 
meaning; for fantiiiCiiL the word 
’Yajna’. (October 7, im) 

IhfOULD yofi UstcB to the advice,of 
ffff audi a man? Please db net des- 
tioy the foundations that the Fathers 
of the Nation, indudiag your noble 
father, had laid down. There ia noth¬ 
ing but strife and anffering along the 
path that you have taken. You in- 
neritad a great tradition, noMe values 
and a working demoCTacy. Do not 
leave behind a miaertble wredc of 
all that It would be put together 
•gain. I have no doubt A people 


humbled it camiM lonpt todefiniteto 
the indignity and ahune of totan- 
tarianiim. The spirit of man can 
never be vanquMied no matter how 
deeply attwreased. in eitahliriitof 
your personal dictatorship you have 
buried it deep. But it wUl rise from 
the grgve. Even in Bnaait it is slow, 
ly coming up. (From a letter to 
Prime Minister Indira Geadhi, dated, 
July 21. 1978). 
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‘I don’t know much 
about refrigerators. 

That’s why 
I think I’d better 
buy a Godrej.” 
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it's 8 piw this picture has to be in black- 
and-white. But then, it helps you to see our 
point: take away the colour and you take 
away the appeal i 

Colours—the right colours- have the 
power to attract attention, to influence people 
in your favour to make them prefer your 
products 


For two decades. Colour-Chem has been 
producing the colours that win over customers. 
Pigments and dyes that boost the sales 
of textiles plastics, rubber, paints, printing inks, 
leather goods—anything and everything 
in colour 

Ask our experts to help you 


Colour ia tho buainoaa of 


COlOUA CHtM LIMITED 194 Churchsatn A*cl«n«tion Bombay 400 020 
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THE BEST OF 
B\N BOOKS 


CURRENT BESTSELLERS 






PERENNIAL BESTSELLERS 
W SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
The Narrow Corner Rs 14 72 
Cakes and Ale Re 14 72 
Christmas Holiday Ra 18 40 
The Moon & The Six 

Pence Rs 14 72 

Mrs Creddock Rs 16 56 
The Magician Rs 14 72 
Of Human 

Bondage Rs 27.60 

The Painted Veil Rs 16 66 
The Raior s Edge Rs 22 08 
The Summing Up Rs 14 72 
Theatre Rs 16 56 

Then & Now Rs 13 60 

WILBUR SMITH 
Shout at the Oevil Rs 1 7 48 
A Sparrow Falls Rs 16 no 
Cry Wolf Rs 1 j 60 

The Dark of 

the Sun Rs 15 64 

The Diamond 

Huitlsrs Ra 16 64 

Eagle In the Sky Rs 17 48 
Eye of the Tiger Rs 12 00 
Gold Mina Rs 14 72 

Hungry as the Sea Rs 42 08 
Sound of Thunder Rs 22 08 
The Sunbird Ra 23 00 
Whan the Lion 

Feeds Rs 18 40 



JAMES HERRiOT 


let Sleeping Vete 



Lie 

At 

14 72 

All Thinga Bright & 



Beeutiful 

Rt 

27 80 

Alt Creatures Groat 8i 


Small 

Rs 

27 80 

If Only They Could 



Talk 

Rs 

14 72 

It Shouldn't Happen 


To a Vat 

Ra 

14 72 

Vat in Harness 

Rs 

14 72 

Veil Might Fly 

Rs 

14 72 

Vat in a Spin 

Rs 

14 72 

COLIN FORBES 



Tha Haights of 



2arvoa 

Rs 

16 66 

The Palermo 



Ambush 

Ra 

14 72 

Target Five 

Rk 

17 48 

Tiamp in Armour 

Rb 

16 56 

Year of file Golden 



Ape 

Rs 

16 66 




The Slone Leopard Rs 11 00 
Avalanche Express Rs 11 00 
WILLIAM cot DMAN 
Magic Rs 16 66 

The PrinceV Bride Rs 14 72 
Marathon Man Rs 17 88 
GEORGE MARKS! EIN 
Chance Awakening Rs 14 72 
The Man trom 


Yesterdny 
The Cooler 


Rs 14 72 



PAN BoeXs are siAlleMe at ell geoa noMshopa 

Important TIk* abeva BasitaUine s»' .ton will tia on spasial displa 
loNawing tJorikahoi» tiaiwaw . Qatebat and 4th Novambai 187 
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14 72 




Rs 

22 


Rk 16 50 




AHNEDABAO KilabKandra Pocliai Book 
Camra Sasiu XnabQhar 
BANOALORI Tha Bangalora Trasi » 
Book Sociaiy Oanaarama Book Buraau, 
Hnglnbothims I id R Baani B Co 
BAHODA Eas' Er Wasi Book Huust 
BHUBAIffiSHWAR Modwn Book Dapol 
BOMBAY Bastsallars Cauaawty Book 
Dapot. Danai Book Shop, Ensign Book 
Sioiat, Flos Book Camie Eva Books 
Gamas and Rat nids Modant Book Stall 
Nalanda Bo^ Ei Racoid Shop Naw 
Puttika Raadsrk 'tiad u, Rittka Book 
Houaa Strand Urok Stall Thsekar E> 

Co Ltd 

CALCUTTA Famly Book Shop Jonaki 
Khannat Modsrn Book Uspot 
CHANDIGARH Fancy Book ^tora 
Vanaty Book Storst 

COTNIN PaiE-Co Branchai at Caheui 
and Tnvandnm 

OEHRA DUN English Book Oapol 
National Ntwt Agancy Naira) PuWishsrt 
GAUHATI Waslatn Bimk Oapol 
GOA Book Fav Jaavsnti Vartha Book 
Stall 

HYDERABAD A A Hussain a Co 
JAMSHFDPUR Sanyai Brothers 
KARNAL Raariart raradias 
LUCKNOW Umvaraal BookaaSars 


UnivatasI Book Ditinbulino Co 
MADRAS C L S Book Shop 
Higginbothams Ltd, Karmady Book Houia 
Pal It Company 

NAGPUR Tha Waitarri Book Oapol 
iSPCK Nagpur Bookshop 
NEW DELHI Tha Book Shop Dsspeo 
Xtraehi Stationary Marl Taksona 
POONA Eiighih Book Oaiml Mannays 
Pnpulai Book Shot I likamh Book Sarvii as 
b LlUrarv 

r'ErUNOFPABAO J C Pinto b Co 
SHIt IONG Rdtna s MaMiot 
SIMIA Baiith Sona Mmsrva Book ktouw 
TRK H'lR Minurv.! Rook Stall 
VARANASI Util rartiai Bo rk Company 
Markatsd by 

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY OF 
INDIA UNITED 
a MarcaniNa Houaa Magaaina Slissi 
Rsay Road (East) BOMBAY 400 010 
a 794 Bioin Bahsri Gangulv Siraei 
CALCUTIA 700 012 
a 71 Patullo Road Madras 600 002 
a 2 10 Ainari Road Daryagsn) 

NEW DLL I HI 110 007 
Also at BANGALORE HYDERABAD 
LUCKNOW and TRIVANDRUM 


• Pritaa aubiset to changa without prior none# 
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Godrej Ndv Tel rs more expensive than 
ordinary padlocks But then it's 
worthwhile paying a little more for a 
padlock you can depend upon 
The machine press^ bra'is body has no 
weakening rivets Electroplated rust 
resistant steel shackle works vertically, 
spiings open under the action of a 
compression spring There are eight 
die cut levers And only its own key can 
open the Nav'Tal All of which mirices for 
security—and a padlock worth its price 


A measure of its trustworthiness is 
the fact that Godrej Nav-Tal is the brand 
leader for over twenty years 

Sins; 

40 mm-5 levers; 50 mm-<6 levers 
05 mm-? levers: 05 mm-0 levers 


Great things come from 
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This is a book no one 
can afford to miss. 

Why? 

Because one of the 
country's finest investi¬ 
gative reporters 
discloses, for the first 
time, the stunning, 
behind-the-scenes 
truth about what 
exactly happened 
during those days. 


it is an extraordinary story. And that is why 
Ananda Pubiishers,the premier publishers of 
West Bengal, have decided to enter English 
FHJblishing with this book. 





Ananda Publishers 
Private Limitiai 

Publishers and booksellers 

Registered Office 
45 Beniatola Lane 
Calcutta 700 009 
Phone 34 4362 


e Why did Morarji Desai sack Charan Singh from the 
C ahinct last year ? 

• How did Chandrashekhar and Vajpayee join hands to 
hrinq Chaudhury back to office 7 

• How did Rai Naram and Sanjay Gandhi work together to bring 
Morarji s downfall 7 Whe'e did they meet 7How did they operate 7 

• Was Bslasubrainanium planted in the PM s house by Sanjay Gandhi 7 

• When did Chandrashekhar and Nanaji Oeshmukh tell 
Morarji to behave or quit 7 

• How did Madhu Limaye try to put off Y B Chavan s no-confidencs 
motion which brought down Morarji's Government 7 

• What were Indira Gandni s terms for the Charan Singh 
Government s survival 7 

• How did Biju Patnaik try to save Chaudhury s 
Government at the last minuta 7 

• How did Jagjivan Ram's son Suresh Ram contact 
Sanjay Gandhi to mai> a hit father the PM 7 

• And above all what role did the President play in the 
whole drama 7 What was his game 7 

Barun Sengupta is a legend in West Bengal His 
reporting in Anandabazar Patrika the highest 
circulated daily in the country, has made , 
his perhaps the most powerful pen in the country 
Now he puts his talent and experience to piece together 
the still-unknown sensational truth about those dark 
davs The author's sources range from Morarji Oesai 
himself to Kamal Nath, the Congress-1 heavyweight 
who played a key role in the various negotiations that 
dominated the political scene 





When all the 
neveltv wears off 

£ >u * re left with 
eTV for India. 


Oimnucky TVnov*lUesl>ka ultra sophisUcated integrated 
and revolutionary seta lose their charm soon Simply because 
Indian conditions are unsuitable for them That s why we built 
Bharat TV 



Ow e e ade et Bheret TV. 

When we build Bharat TVs we never forget that they have to 
woik in India 


Med, tented aad trfmayheat I* ledle 

Take any common complaint ol a TV owner in India you can be 
sure Bharat TV has an answei for it 


DISTORTION AND DlSTURBANCl S A separate third generation 
1C eac h for picture and sound ensures unrivalled clarity in Bharat 
TVs Out supenoi HAl circuitry ensures gi eater picture contrast 
(depth) and resistance to power fluctuations ind external 
disturbances 

Wt AK TRANSMISSION Bharat TV has a spec lal high gam tuner 
which actually iru teases the power of TV jignals received Even if 
you are 1 ''0 km aw i> from the TV Station you can get excellent 
reception in Bharat 1 V 

POWTR CONSUMP nUN Bharat TV uses valves translators and 
ICe which keep power consumption low -only the equivalent of a 
100 watt I bulb 

WEArilEK Bhaiat TVs built m ttopicalisation feature safeguards 
comfionenu and ensures adaptability to weather changes 

SERVICT Failure rate of Bharat TVs in the market is almost nil 
For any c nmpl iints you c an deprend on our wherever you at e 
service by lactoiy trained techmuans Servii tnq is doubly easy 
because (Hour unique single screen printed board Also 
components are inexpensive and easily replaceable 

EUXIANCL Oiu handcraRed Nirmal and Bidn cabinets— 
a Bhaiat TV exclusive aie handsome but also rugged and 
hincliunal You hive i choiCA of lour models in out hybrid range 
\ isit our dealer today for «live demonstration Remember Bharat 
TV gives you excellent reception even when it is no longer new 



Branch Offices A Soi vice Centres 
Sluunat Tetewlelen Utf. 

Bombav400016 Phone 401723/462012 
Calcuna7(XlO?9 Phone 466699 424840 
Madras 600 014 Phone 86527 

Registered Offii e A Factory 

BtenI'MrrMM Ltd 

Ajoini Vesture of APSSIDC 

lsB& 17BTecnoc rats Industrial Estate 

Balanagat Hyderabad 500 037 Phone 261726/261712 


BInraffY 

TheTV for InAa 


AOLSTMAn 
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Thank you for bearing with us. 

We are together once again as one family 
continuing our tradition of eighty years— 
blending and delivering to your satisfaction- 
the finest quality Lipton teas. 

And now that we are back, you will find 
that Lipton tea was worth waiting for. 


The tea that was worth waiting for LI 
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On 

toasts 


Over 

crackers 



r ' Between 
.V breads 


With 

desserts 



We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 




Mixed fruitjam Orange M-m-marmalade 

The choicest fruits Made from fresh-picked 
get themselves into Nagpur oranges. A delicious 
this jam. way to enjoy an orange 


And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple Jam 
to toast yourself Mango Jam 
at breakfast 

Arvf fiuavajdly 


moA -IT'S OWLY NATURAL! 


Maharashtra Agro*industrias Oevalopmant Corporation Ltd Noga Unit. Nagpur 
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The noarishment Aat builds lesistance. 


safeguards health day after day. 


Horticks, taken regularly 
gives your family the 
nourishment that builds up 
their resistance and keeps 
them full of health Health that 
means success and happiness 
Health that keeps you fit and 
active and builds security 
Horlicks It s the only one 
that doctors all over the world 
recommend The only one that 
gfves so much nourishment 
because its rich, pure 
ingredients are combined by 


the unique Horlicks proc ess 
which retains thei natural 
goodness and makr's them 
easy to digest 

That s why Sur hitra has 
made Horlicks a iart of tier 
family s life She knows that 
Horlicks gives them health 
protection 

Like Suchitra, give your 
family Horlicks every day and 
watch them grow in health and 
strength through ail the years 
ahead 


HORLICKS 
The Great Nburisber. 

Horlicks IS a Ragistared Trada Maik 


Hoilaki 1$ i prime sourci of 
nournhmeni I hat givon 
toRiiMent grodness thiough ths 
yeon I lerommond Horlicks to 
build up your I imily s rosistonco 
ond fcerp then hoaithy and activt 
day alti r tidy 
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flgha^ tried and testod low. 



"I discovered Nippo's perfect 
Only one in a million Nippo 
batteries can go wrong 
because their quality testing 
IS accurate And. Nippo's 
top-seal intrigued me 
Imagine being 100% sure the 
super power is all there, fresh 
and unused Some Nippo 
batteries are metal-clad and 
all have the research backing 
from National of Japan " 

Agha 



Ttw Hippo rango: bottorks tosciit «v«ry oppHcotion... «v«ry pcKkn. 
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to restore communal harmony. 

Mere dunge of Government both 
at the Centre and in the States have 
not Ivou^t about any diange in 
the hearts ot the two major oommu> 
nRies in this country. Must peoi>le 
on both aides go on killing one 
another in the names of Allan and 
Bhagwan T 

Md. Vownu. Bohodnrgatij. 


A reputation 
to redeem 

M J. AKBAR’s cover story “Bihar’s 
boiling blood” (September 9) is 
an accurate analysis of the ruthless 
politics of Bihar, The people who 
mattei in that ^te do not under- 
stand the ethics of politics but this 
sorry state of affairs cannot be 
allowed to continue since this will 
jeopardise our democratic system 
Though Bihar showed the way in 
Indian politics it must preserve its 
leputation. 

PratUad Ghosh. Calcutta 

ALTHOUGH the nation as a whole 
is faced with a crisis of confidence, 
Bihar is possibly the worst afflicted 
State in this respect The recent 
occcurrences at Jamshedpur have 
left us with mixed feelings of shock 
and perturbation. The morality of 
the leaders has reached an all-time 
low — is it then any wonder that 
everything is in turmoil ? 

Rita Jhtt, Bonibay 

IT IS perfectly right to state that 
cosmetics and ugliness cannot hide 
eadi other. In fact, all epithets like 
“secularism" and “sodaSlsm” and 
aU the slogans coined and sohse- 


Ghost of Godse 

M . J. AKBAR’a ntide “Godw 
Zindabid’ shouts RSS MLA in 
Bihar Assembly” (September 9) com- 
pda me to raiin the following 
objections. 

1 . Since the chief ndtesmen od 
the RSS have made it clear that the 
RSS is only a aodal and cultural 
(HTganisatiop, how Is Mr Oinanath 
Pandey an BSS MLA? 

2. I am certain that Mr Pandey did 
not raise the slogan “Godse Zindwad” 
in the Bihar Assembly. The agency 
through which you received the news 
has certainly misled you. Whatever 
Mr Pandey has said in the Assembly 
has been recorded in the Assembly 
proceedings and you should have 
studied these proceedings before 
publishing the article. 

3. Your fears about how Mesm 
S. M. Joshi, Chandrashekbar, Madhu 
Dandavate. and Surendra Mohan witt 
coexist wiUi a man like Dtnenath 


kind enough not to publish items 
which ere based on ulterior motives. 
By branding Mr Pandey as communal 
you mar the very prospects of secular 
journalum. The persons working 
within the Janata. Parto know very 
well how to co-mdst and co-ordinate. 
There is no need for you to ytom 
on this score. 1 am worried that 
journalism of your style will incur a 
heavy loss to the basic norms 
democracy in India. . ^ ^ 

Dr Swamxnath Ttwari, Janata Party 
Bihar State Organia^ Secretary. 
Patna. 

M. J. Akbar rspHss: 

1. One of the chief spokeemenof 

the RSS, Mr Aajswdra Singh, ha* 
specificoUv told a court of tow 
that the RSS fc a political orgoni- 
taiton. Mareovei, many Janata 
leaders have declorad their love 
and affeetian far jhaRSS, mMt 
notably Mr L. K. Advan*. Mr 
Pandey too it known to be associat¬ 
ed with the RSS. rt. 

2. We are equally certam that the 
slogan was rotsad. and a number 
of legislators of Bthar are wdt^ to 
back up this sfiory. I ogrsf that rf 
may oe embarrassmg for tM 
Janata members to adnut this 
truth m an eteetlon season. 

3. We could do without advice 
about ioumalism from pobtieians. 

COMMUNAUSM weakens the unity 
and solidarity of s nation. From 
this point of view it becomes appa¬ 
rent that the role played by the RSS 
in causing serious communal flare- 
ups is a major irritant. It is a welk 
known fact that the RSS is e com¬ 
munal organiaation. The represen 
tative of an organisation which was 


responsibla for the death of Mebataia 
(Sandhi who has the audi^ty to hail 
the assassin in the Biher Aaaambly 
should be oondamned. It waa nowng 
short of a dastardly act 
Jaevinder siigh. New JMIM. 

IT WAS painful to read sudi a moti¬ 
vated article, which Ja nothing bat 
part of a de^rooted campMgn to 
vilify the RSS. There la no aaoi 
thing aa an RSS MP or MLA. Sno- 
oeanve inquiry oommiaslona Inveati. 
gating cmnmunal riots that have 
taken place since Independence have 
cleared the RSS. Atthongh the 
Jamshedpur riot is under iaiveetifa- 
tion, Mr Akbar has already come to 
the oonclushm that the RSS Is in 
fact responsible. It is very unfor¬ 
tunate that you have said nothing 
about the aodal service rendered liy 
the RSS and its contribution to 
nation-building. 

Uma Shankar Sktgh, Kharagpur. 

I DO not understand what fault Mr 
Pandey has committed b^dioatiai 
“Godse Zindab^”. Mr Nothuram 
Godse was also a great nadonallst 
and a man of character. He did not 
shoot Mahatma Gandhi for personal 
gaihs but took the dedaion hi the 
zeal of his fiery nationalism. Godse 
had actually paid bis respects to the 
Mahatma os well: he folded hW 
hands before him. Can be then, M 
called a mere murderer? 

The argumedt. “was this why the 
Janata Party took the pledge at 
Rajghat” does not hold water os Mr 
Jayaprakasb Narayan had said vriiile 
launching his total revolution ftat 
every MLA or MP should have free¬ 
dom to express bis views without eny 
hesitation, irrespective of Parto afll- 
liations. If Mr Pandey has fnkh In 
Godse’s principle why should he not 
reveal the truth? He has not oom- 
mitted any anti-Party activity. The 
pledge then taken at Raighat la the 
exploitation of Mahatma Gan dhi. Are 
the leaders who shout ‘*Gaodhiji 
Zindabad” doing anything to hnple 
ment the dreams of the M«bi ii»mi« ? 
Even the ardent followers and apos- 
tics of Gandhiji have followed hia 
path only insofar as it has helped 
them achieve their own amUtions. 
Nehru has written “mudh of what¬ 
ever he toM us we accepted partially 
sod sometimes did not accept at 
all" Why did Nehru not Slow 
Jinnah to become the Prime Minis¬ 
ter of India as Gandhiji irisbed ? 

Slogans make no difference as they 
-have no locus standi. 

Sudhonshti Aonjan, Begusarai. 

THE RSS has never been found 
guilty of communal riots Iv eny Judi- 
dal b^, yet Mr Akbw has the 
temerity for dishonesty) to Mama the 
RSS for the Jamshedpur riots. 

Dr S. G. Bolani, Bombay. 













You are wrong 

A propos of “Oodae Zindabad” 
(September 9), pace 17. You 
have condemned Shn IMnanath 
Pandey, MLA for having shouted 
"CkKlse Zindabad” in the Bihar As¬ 
sembly in late June 1979. You have 
provoked the jjmblic to raise their 
voice against the arsons who held 
dual membership of RSS on the one 
hand and the Janata Party on ttie 
other. You have fanned the senti¬ 
ments of the people by descritdng 
Natburam GodM as the ’criminal' 
"who inflicted the worst wound on 
the country in the history of the 
last few hundred years." You have 
further reminded the people of the 
height of the man who was his vic¬ 
tim. viz Gandhi, “who walked into 
a nightmarish Calcutta and silenced 
the venomous hate of Hindus and 
Muslims by sheer miracle of his faith, 
the man who spent August 15 in a 
Bhangi colony, the martyr who died 
for Hindu-Muslim unity and friend¬ 
ship.” 

If vou were to place the facts of 
history ‘before the public you would 
have. mentioned the Direct Action 
Day of the Muslim League, the per¬ 
sistent demand bv the Muslims for 
a separate Islamic state within India 
itself, the massacre of Kohat, the 
massacre of Hindus whose only fault 
was that they were Hindus and ulti¬ 
mately. the vivisection of the mother¬ 
land by deceiving the people. wfaicA 
was the worst wound inflicted on 
the country in the history of the 
last few hundred years. To tell only 
one side of the story is a dishonest 
act, however it might help your 
cause of denouncing the Janata Party. 


A correction 

'T^lS has referenoe to your story, 
1 entitled “Bihar’s boiUng blood” 
(September 9, 1979) which, inter alia, 
says that Mr Raiendra Singh gene¬ 
ral secretary of the RSS, “held orga¬ 
nisational meetings in Jamshedpur 
and in this he was given assistance 
by TTSCO.” This part of the report 
is incorrect and misleading, because 
TISCO. as an organisation, has never 
been involved in any way with any 
meeting organised Iw any political 
group or Party. There was no que.s- 
tion ot closing down company sdiools 
for any political meeting and no sudi 
action was taken Iw the company 

Libertarians resolve! 

T he PEOPLE'S Union for OvU 
Liberties, Delhi, is watcdiing the 
developments in the country with 
growing concern. Inflation seems to 
be mounting every day. Communal 
forces have gained strength and the 
law and order situatloo is dismal.- 
This has bees brouAt about by 
corrupt, incflldent and immcwal poli¬ 
ticians who have no aeaae of decency 


You had referred to the Jamshed¬ 
pur riots and stated that Dinanath 
Pandey played an important role in 
fomenting riots in the steel dty last 
April I trust you are gware that at 
this juncture there is a Pakistan in 
every city and every town. For any 
Hindu festival the Hindus have to 
seek permission from the authorities 
to display their deity in public 
or to take out a procession. The 

Government authorities first omsider 

the factor of whether the Muslims’ 
feelings will be offended and more 
often than not disallow any such 

display or procession in the name of 
maintenance of peace and tranquility 
in the area, menever a Muslims’ 
attack is rebutted and the Hindus re¬ 
taliate. there is a lot of hue and cry 
about atrodties on minorities and 

the commissions. Ministers, indivi¬ 
duals and Muslim leaders run to 
the scene. The result of all this is 
a general impression that the Mus¬ 
lims are unprotected. 

You have shown a reverence for 
Gandhi, for his having died for 
Hindu-Muslim unity and friendship. 
If the Mu.slim5 had any regard for 
Hindu-Muslim unity in India they 
would not have insisted on the Mus¬ 
lim Personal Law for themselves in 
this secular state, a prindple for 
which Gandhi died. They would not 
have kept their separate identity as 
Muslims. They would not have 
continued converting people to Islam; 
Are the Hindus to understand that 
all these acts of the Muslims are a 
mark of reverence to Gandhi and 
the ideology of secularism ? 

Gopal Goose. Office Secretary, Akhit 
Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha, New 
Delhi. 


Individual employees of the company 
might nrcasionally choose to exercise 
their democratic freedom of associa¬ 
tion, but K should not be misunder¬ 
stood and misinterpreted as organi- 
.sational involvement with any polib- 
ral activity. 

If we have presented a clean image 
of our organisation so far, it Is be¬ 
cause of «>ur secular 'policy and 
nation-building work, totally free from 
political involvement and sectarian 
outlook. We do not see where “the 
dirt exists under the carpet” and bow 
“the .sore in Mr Ru.s.si Modv’s com¬ 
pany has been exposed”. 

J. K. Jha, Public Retalions Officer. 
Tkco„ Jamihedpur. 


and responsibility. 

The elections tor the Lok Sabha 
are around the corner and in the 
larger interests of the nation every 
voter must cxerdse bis franchise 
wisely. 

The limes are critical and if the 
citizens of lndi.a do not wake up to 
the grave dangers lurking ahead, 
Ihcq dcniort-acy may suffer, 
Go^da Mukhotu, New Delhi (Ad- 
vitcaie. Supreme Court of India). 


Nothing to identify 

MR D- R- NIZAMUDDIRT hm ns 
iTl ferred in his oolinna “OnlW 
Diary” (September 9) to a tustm ra- 
port published in^e clmdtiStiiiS Anas 
Oft August 23. The item in Delld 
Diary, entitled “Bulls to the fore” 
contains the following qaeations: 
“Though the report did not mention 
the industrialist was it not Mr flKJK.) 
Birla himsetf? Pray, why would he* 
not identify bimseu?" As the re¬ 
porter who filed the story. I am in a 
posRion to satisfy hia curiosity. Mr 
Birla did not identify himself in the 
report fw the simple reason that Im 
never spoke to me on the subject. 
Apratim Mukarji, Calcutta (Spatial 


iukarjL , . 

Correspondent^ Hindutian. Tmtat) 


Calcutta ( 


On goexi authority 

rpo 'raE item “Self eppointedT” 
1 in Delhi Diary (September 
2) it is not true that I met the Pre¬ 
sident in those crucial two days 
between the dissolution of the Lok 
Sabha and the resignation of the 
Government ou any ’’self-appointed*^ 
task. As far as conveying aw mess¬ 
age from JP to the President It 
should be (Avtous that mwages are 
conveyed only when they are 
authorised. 

Radhakrishna, New Delhi (Secretary, 
Gandhi Peace Foundation) 

Most ungodly 

S . P. SAGAR in his report “Divine 
right to survive” (September 9) 
has done a good job by pinpohiting 
the illegal hoarding of land. These 
mahanths lead a most worldly ex¬ 
istence and retain a few rufflsns for 
their personal safety, and in order to 
guard their property. They are the 
most corrupt and unholy men in our 
society and .yet they are worahiimed 
as gods. 

Bhupen Basu, Jamshedpur. 

What about the North? 

r WAS really surprising to note 
that all the astrologera inter¬ 
viewed in the article “Mrs Ggndbi’s 
bard times are over" (September 9) 
are from the South. Though 1 am 
a layman where astrologjr is con¬ 
cerned, I feel that the principles and 
methods used by astr^ogers in the 
South must differ from those used in 
the North. You should have collect¬ 
ed the views of astrologers from all 
over India. 

Jagannath Oleti, Bhubaneswar. 

THE article revealed that the 
a.'.troiogers seem to be playing it 
.safe. You don’t need a pundit to tell 
you that Mrs Gandhi i.s becoming 
more powerful, or that Morarji’s 
political career is drawing lo an 
end. Astrology is a fraud- 
S. Ramaswamy, Cochm. 



Hqbetj 




“Thete awarda an not for me. 
they ore for mv peopie. They 
doirt apecb me at all because 1 
know may ere not for me, they 
are far the poor people who are 
bemg recogtueed. They are be- 
comma wanted. Loved. The 
whole world ts begkmma to know 
about them" 

-IN 1976 Mother Tema 

was nommated for the 
Nobel Peace Price There 
was a great deal of hope 

k,-land apeculation in m 

Press that this frail woman of God 
whose habit is a sari worn by the 
poorest (d the poor would get the 
award While accompanying mr at 
that tune to Shantinagar, hv home 
for lepers, near Asanaol, 1 asked her 
what die thought of the possibility. 
While 1 displayed some embarrass¬ 
ment and hesitation she was disarm¬ 
ingly matter-of-fact If she did get it 
she said, the money would be sp^ in 
founding new homes for dying desti¬ 
tutes, abandoned children, alcoholics, 
drug addicu, lepers and fw her peo¬ 
ple whom she lovragly calls ^^e 
poorest of the poor” in whichever 
part of the world they might be. 
'%it”, she added, “it is entirely the 
will of God. '*and I was reminded of 
the time when Pope Paul VI at the 
conducion of the Eudaristic Oonh 

t ress in Bombay in ISM gave Mother 
eresa a ponbfically magnificent 
hmousine medally designed and 
manufactured fw hiim R was the 
only me of its kind.in the world and 
Bttuigly was gifted to a unioue 
cause . in the Pope’s own words ^\e 
share in her (Mother Teresa’s) nni- 
versal mission of hive.” 

An ontri^ sale of the car would 
have raison at least a lakh of mpees, 
but Mother Teresa with uncommon 
saintly shrewdnees dedded to raSle 
tim car. A donathm of Bs 100 to 
Mother’s Mtashuiiries of Charity was 
acknowladfed wirii a numherad re¬ 
ceipt and a no time over five lakhs 
wss rsised Seversl people promiaed 
Mother Teresa that ff ttey wen dm 
car they would return it to her to 
rerafile. Mother admitiad to pray¬ 
ing that one of theae aeaaroaa aowa 
would ha the taidty winner. Her pray¬ 
ers went unanswwed which Mother 
dwerfully i nterp re t ed as dm good 
Lord wuaing ochsrwiso. 

Wkh that same divins soosptance 
Mototr Tbrasa has aursiy seen tea 




TNs year, the Nobel Peace Prize Committee has rescued the award 
from the ridicule into which it had fallen in recent years. It is Mother 
Teresa who will restore dignity to the Nobel F^ize for Peace. 
DESMOND DOIG, biographer of Mother Teresa, describes the living 
saint who has become a loving mother to the 

forgotten poor. 


award of the Noble Prize to her four 
years later, as God’s will and receiv¬ 
ed the news with her most sponta¬ 
neous remark “lliaiiks be to God.” 
These heartfelt words might well be 
echoed by people the world over 
who, even if vaguely knowing 
of Mother Teresa and her work, 
rejoice that human good and human 
love have at last been recognized as 
a global force for mce. They too 
may believe that it is none other 
than the will of God that could have 
shepherded a single, vulnerable, 
penniless and undumiuoned woman 
through the grinding poverty of Cal¬ 
cutta’s slums to champion the cause 
of the world’s unwantM. 

Mother Teresa came to India in 
1929. as a novitiate nun, leaving behind 
her forever, her Albanian parents 
and a large and happy family in 
Skopje, Yugoslavia, wMre she was 
bom m August 1910. It was no acci¬ 
dent. Ever since she was 12 years 
old, Agnes Gonxha Bejaxhiu had 
dierisbed the idea of becoming a 
nun, and when ahe beard of the work 
being done in Bengal by the Irish 
Order the Sisters of Loreto, she 
decided to dedicate her life to ser¬ 
vice with them in faraway India. 
God had touched her, and looking 
at her now one wonders if even then 
she knew of what was to come? 
DM her inner voices tell her that Nu 
would leave the oomfortaMe teach 
ing order of the Loreto nuns in the 
cool heights of Darjeeling or in the 
ctoisterea calm tii St. Mail’s Hlgl: 
School in Calcutta where die was 
priaopal 7 Did she see her years in 
charge of toe Oaughtors of St. Anne, 
toe Indian relUdous order attached 
to toe Loreto Sisters as preparation 
for toe years ahead when sbe would 
<Hit to meet tim abandoned and 
uncared tor in Calcutta, not as a 
foreign nun but aa a woman of India 
unaklng toe lanpiage of toe poorest 
« toe poor and bsfaig able to Mentify 
wito them? 

Aa a Loreto nun in Calcntta, Mother 
Teresa naed to look from the window 
of her simple room into toe messy 
sprawl of Mod Aeel shun, and the 
agony she felt made her restless. 
Dediottod though her life already 
waa, she felt m was not dMng 
enough Inr the country she had come 
to serve. 

The alien habit she wore, hm 
seoire surrou nd tag s, toe untformed 
oiildrea she taught, toe manicured 







Um^ oi the idiool ooatwtMl Mtn- 
faUK with tbt dwiowlBg wratoied. 
aett Jiift g graU rmiovad, jugt a 
glaiica away. And God tointed hat 
agaifl. She felt her true vocation, 
her “vocation wi^in a vocatton" aa 
ahe explained it to me once, waa to 
work on the dark aide <rf the wall 

N thoie aoul*aearching 
daya Mother Teresa, like 
the other nuns oc her 
order, used to Journey to 
. J Darjeeling to nake re¬ 
treats and take vows. She took her 
first vows in May 19S1 when she 
Hsumod the name Teresa, and her 
final vows in 1937. DaHMling as* 
suned great importance for Mother 
Teresa. It was tlMre that she began 
her novitiate immediately she arriv¬ 
ed in .India; it was tlnsra. during her 
retreats that she sought answers to 
her leatfasssBeas, and it was on a train 
to Dar^Hna that In Septmnber 
1946. Ood spoke to Mother Ihresa. 

I mce bad the opportunity to ask 
Mothw about that awesome experi¬ 
ence, and loath as she always u to 
talk about herself she nodded afhi- 
mathwiy. “But Mother how did you 
know 7“ I persisted. “Were you not 
for a moment In doubt ?" “No“ she 
eaplalnod. "There was no doubt. 
The moment you accept, the moment 
you surrender yourself, that’s the 
conviction. On^ you have got God 
within you that's for life. You can 
have other doubts but that paiticular 
one will never come again.'’ 

“No”, she said, with an intense 
and distant look as she was reliving 
the experience, “But I am convinced 
that it hi He and not I. That it is 

a is and not my work. Without 
Im I couM do nothing. But even 
God cannot do anything with 
someone atreedy full You have to 
he completely empty to let Him do 
His will That's the most beautiful 
part of God — Being Almighty and 
vet not forcing Himself on anyone,” 
That mimientous day, September 10. 
1946, is known and celebrated as 
Insptration Day by the (hdar of tile 
Misstonaries of Charity, 

It todk Mother Teresa two years 
to prepare for the final and irrevoca- 
bk) step she decided to tske. In that 
period she used to go out into Moti 
Jheti to teach tbe alum cfaildreu 
and to administer the few medicines 
ahe could collect. And it was dur- 
Ina these two years that ahe renuea- 
led Mrmiaalon from her Supmor 
and Home to live ouiaide the twuter. 
thia tbe received, though tentatively, 
for a year at a time becauae even a 
Church and an order familiar with 
religioua fervour and miaaioiian asal 
that Ujto at the avila of tito worU, did 
not think tost thia lone, tiny woman, 
p o s aa at a d though aha was of groat 
toergy and self discipline, could 
taka on the crushing weight of Cal- 
eutta'a uncarod for and unloved. No 
one had dmie this before. Surely no 
ooe could. 

It was the time whan doatitutm 
were dying on the atreatt of CaV 
catta; a «ine when the poereit poor 
were bom end Uvod on pevomtutts; 
a timr ttiiea dUUm were rima- 
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doned in guttata, gman lepees and tile 
inenrahw tide dragged tbemaelves 
abeut tile atreati. «ten too hopc^ 
to beg. It Was Into this Calcutta 
thgt on August 16, 1946> Motiier 
Teresa, laying aside her Loreto habit 
and wearuig a simple Mue-hordered 
white sari left her ahelterlng convent 
never to return. All ahe carried was 
live rupees and her unfailing faitii. 

It was not only a moment <A jeai- 
undation and an act of 'tremendous 
faith but a aelf-inflected Getiuemano. 
Poverty immediately enveloped her, 
horror became constant. Outside a 
wall-known city hospital a body lay 
festering on the pavement, its foet 
eaten by rats and cockroadieB; its 
emaciated length crawling with vet 
min. Unbealtatingly the small nun 
gathered im the pathetic form and 
earned it Into the hoapkal where 
admission was refused. Begging a 
reluctant rJekshawman, to help her, 
she took the dying destitute to other 
hospitais and always she and her 
patnetic burden .Were turned away. 
No hospital was prepared to take in 
an obviously dying poor patient. All 
that Mother Teresa could do was to 
give comfort to the end while the 
world went by in cars, in busea, in 
taxis and on foot. 

“From the beginning,” sayn 



Mtdiad GomM who gave M6ti^ 
shatter in nu teuae to Creek Lane, 
“tile atarted attmiding to dying deiti- 
tutes right tiiere on the streets where 
ahe found tiiem. There was nowhere 
to take tiwm." In time the Fethera 
It St Xatfiu's Churdi gave her a 
corner for an outdoor dispensary and 
crowds iraniediately began cmning. 
Mother’s congregation was also grow¬ 
ing and they all lived in the single 
room that Michael Gomea had given 
them. “One day,” he aaid, “Mother 
sent me a note saying that one of 
the Sisters was coming in for 
chicken-pox and it was necessary to 
segregate her. Could she-heve anotbar 
roomT Then it was som-Ahing else 
and something else until slowly the 
whole iloof.” 

when there were about 30 sisters, 
and the two. bathrooms proved in¬ 
adequate, some volunteers came with 
bricks and bamboo matting and 
constructed bathing cubicles on 
the roof. The girls used to enjoy 
themselves because you could bear 
their laughter all over the house and 
from the top of tbe road. Often 
there was insufficient food so Mother 
and the Sisters would go begging 
from door to door. They were as 
often rebuffed, "But God helped 
them,” Michael Gomes told me, re¬ 
calling those early days with a happy 
smile. “It came. It came. Some-, 
thing always turned up. There was 
a time when ahe started her first 
school and a person came to give 
her some money. When Mother ask¬ 
ed what It was for he saM ‘A 
School’," 

T iHAT first school was in 
Moti Jheei. At its begin¬ 
ning it was just an open 
space among the huts 

>■ " . without blackboards, 

benches, or chairs. Mother Teresa 
would write the Bengali alphabet in 
the dust. Then someone donated a 
table and then a chair and then a 
cupboard and Mother found a small 
room that she could afford to-rent 
for five rupees a month. But all the 
while Mother Teresa’s deepest con¬ 
cern was for tbe dying de itutes. 
"No man should die on the streets 
like a dog,” she would say. As her 
concern grew she was the more de¬ 
termined to start a home for dying 
destitutes. She began begging the 
Calcutta Corporation to find her a 
place. And they found her one, a 
dhoromsala near the temple to Kali. 

“For a few months after ttithtg it 
over. Mother had a bad time,” 
Praads Gomes told me, “There was 
brickbatUng and threau and couti. 
nuoua showers of stones. Tbe young 
men of the locality went to the 
local Coagresa CMmoittee and com¬ 
plained that a foreian lady.was con¬ 
verting the poor to Christianity. Th^ 
all went to the Ptiloe Commiuioaer 
and demanded that ahe be pushed 
out* 

“The Oommisskmer gave his wwd 
but he said he must see thinfs tor 
himself. When he went. Mother was 
anending to a patient who waa Puli 
of aores from whicli magiOlB were 
coming out The atanch wia awt'uL 
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How tbo SMen iMor tt only God , 
knowa. Now Modier. incite of lier 
preoccupatian Mt that the nah had 
come for some purpose. If be waat- i 
ed to look around, she would take 
him. He said no, he would see thinpi 
for himself. Am he iSA. In the 
nKantime a group of boys bad come 
in and wen standing around MoUiei 
as she worked. When the Police 
Commissioner saw them he said, ‘i 
have given my word that 1 would 
push this lady out and I will keep It. 
But, before 1 do, you must get your 
mothers and your sisters to do the 
work she is doing. Only then will I 
cxa'rcisc my authority." They were 
all stunned. Then he added, 'at the 
bark of this place is a black stone 
image of the goddess. Kali Here is 
tiiF living Kali." 

"Now. though the Police Commit- 
stoncr did hif utmost to give Mother 
nrotertion, the threats ana the atones 
kept on coming One day Mothei 
saw a crowd on the pavement out¬ 
side the Ksli temple and in their 
midst there was a man dying in <• 

C l of mess. No one would tourh 
as he had cholera Mother hei 
self picked him up and tdok him to 
the home where she nursed him and 
eared for him. Eventually he died 
but he bad a happv death. He was a 
priest in the Kali temple. And after 
that there was no more trouble 
There have been many cases like 
that." 

What is interesting about this rc 
tolleetion is nut only the under 
standabir resentment of the people 
ol Kahghat to a foreign, Christian 
missionary setting up a home in a 
Hindu citadel, but protesting to the 
local Congress Cummi^e who in 
turn pressurised the Polire Commis 
sioner. Long years before Mothei 
bf’ramc an acceptable Indian instMu 



tion—sue oerame an Indian citisen 
in 1948—the authorities bad begun to 
look kindly upon her work. For 
example they cut once strangulating 
red tape by waiving custom checks 
and beggaring customs duty on 
tureign gifts of food and m^idne; 
by afiowing her to keep overseas 
some of the donations made to her 
mission; by gifting her land, and by 
generally accepting her impetuous¬ 
ness. There is the delightful story of 
her offering to work as a stewardess 
on Indian Airlines in return for free 
travel facilities to repdi her growing 
missions all over Iwua. Indian Air-' 
lines gallantly gave the concession 
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withaut demaadiaf Mr aprefcM. 
Whim Pandit JlnrahuM NMm went 
to opea a Mtoahmary of Charity 
Home to Delhi. Mother Teresa wel¬ 
comed him by aayliu that aM would 
like to tdl bun a mle abont her 
work. He smilingly replied tiiat tMre 
wu no need. He knew all about Mr 
tfvhicb wu why he wu there. 

More recently when the Emergency 
wu declared tmd 1 had a hi^Iy; 
sensitive manuserM and photographs 
of my book Mother Terna: Her 
People, Her Work to get past tM cen¬ 
sors. I flew to Delhi to meet Mrs 
Gandhi She wu more than busy: 
Not only had the Emergency just 
been imposed hut the floods in Guja 
rat were cause for official concern. 
Mrs Gandhi not only read the manus¬ 
cript to a couple of days but wrote 
a roost touching foreword. She wrote: 

“Who else in this wide world 
reaches out to the friendless and the 
needy so naturally, so simply, so 
effectively ? Tagore wrote ‘There 
rest thy feet where live the poor¬ 
est, and lowliest, and lost* That is 
where Mother Teresa is to be found 
—with no thought of or slightest 
discrimination between colour or 
creed, language or country.^ 

“She lives tbe truth that prayer is 
devotion, prayer is service. To meet 
her Is to feel utterly humble, to 
sense the power of tenderness, the 
strength of love.” 


^ HEN 1 first met Mothu 
Teresa I had just recently 
come to Calcutta to join 
The Slptumoa, and oae of 
the very first reports 1 
wrote wu about her. A oollMgae 
who wu a Catholic functionary Md 
told me of how a Loi^ nnn had 
sought decloisteration to work 
among Chilcutta’s destitutes; "Wat^ 
this woman, she’s quite extraordi¬ 
nary. She’s going to be a uint." 

So I went one morning to cme of 
Howrah’s most noisome slums where 
I found aa incredibly slight woman to 
a sari adminiatering to a huddle of 
■ome 80 lepers. Her intense blue 
eyes and her scrubbed pink face con¬ 
trasted sMrply with the clothes she 
wore and h^dismal surroundings. 1 
was immediately prejudiced. I've 
Mver appreciated the need for 
foreigners to identify with India by 
weariM the dotiies of tbe country. 
War too many of them, in my expert 
ence, Mve packed up their mas- 
qneraM as they would a tent and 
wparted wHbout trace. But u that 
long, drab day wore on I wu mm 
and more impressed by the ua fl agg tog 
adntotratioas, the controlled am 
passion aM the cheerfulness of this 
ymuiitg woman. She more than 
idmitifled with the pomr she auved. 
She was one of them. 

It wu in a shabby Howrah cuL 
de-uc like ttiis mie that Mother once 
performed one ei her little miraclu. 
A maddened ball charged down the 
U— towards her terror stricken pati¬ 
ents. It seriously gored a man who 
Ml to Its way and trampled anoHier. 
MoMnr Tereu calmly faced the ani- 
atol with her arms outstretched and 





i ^ mmiOt wtmmu «r 

MK ft iMi mttma . bjr thit 
nlM w w Mft tott. Or periiapt. 


da thMe earliut misd o nt of 
a wnar. Motber Term wu aooooi- 
paaM ta a jrcNuiK BeoRali ^ ovaa 
aaora diaftt tbu she. This viras 
SnWiadw Du who had boen om of 
Matter Term’* atudents and biter 
bocamr tte first nun to join Mother’s 
aow Older — The Misaionartes of 
Charity. She tocdc tte noma that 
Mother had dvea up beooniinc Sis 
ter Aanes. Together they led an in 
credfwbr tough Ufe. Rising at 4 am; 
hy &S0 in diurdi, at Tam on ttr* 
streets witt their hessian bags con 
tahring food and medidne; workiny 
in s we e p e r s * colonies visiting tte dck, 
teaching, meditating in the after¬ 
noon tten out again to comfort dying 
doaUtutes. lepers, befriend abandon 
od ddUrui, return to Creek Lane; 
cook tteir frugal mul of rice whidi 
they ate only witt ult Clean. Pray 

TaDdIng to tte Sisters of Chanty 
at tte Motber House on Lower Cir 
cnlar Road in Calcutta, one forms 
a formidable picture of the priva 
tions and stem disdphne of those 
early days, despite their cheerfulness 
—Motber Teresa insists that her nuns 
are cheerful always. There was the 
ditt of *^00 and salt, salt and rice,’’ 
to quote a priest who knew them 
then, tvliich was discontinued only 
when doctors amred Motter that 
she and her followers and her work 
would surely collapse oa audi abys¬ 
mal fare. Sister Agnes recalls that 
at first even gifts of food for the Sis¬ 
ters from their families were not 
acceptable. "Once I remember my 
motter wanted to bring us some 
taOn fish cooked in the traditional 
way. Mother at first Mid *No’ Bnt 
then, when she MW my mother was 
apwt, allowed it to be boiled, just 
boiled. Even now, on feast days only 
are our iamilies allowed to bring u 
■omething to share with the other 
Ssters.” 

One of the Sisters who won a gold 
medal in her MBBS exam was atted 
by Motter what she would do with 
It and went op to say that it was 
meaningless' slqce the Sister was 
not going to he « professional practi 
tioner and sinoe she’d be working 
among the poor she didn’t need it 
She advised it be given bade. And it 
was. And the boy who came second 
in tte exam received it 

The Padmashree medal awarded to 
Motter in 1862 is worn by a statue 
of tte Virgin Mary in Nirmal Hridav. 
her first home fm dying destitutes in 
filaligliat One wonders whether the 
goM medal which is part nf tte 
Nobel Peace Priae will he similarly 


W the disdoline Mother imposed 
upon her followers was almost fm 
poaAIy rigounms, the standards she 
set herself wm crippling, sometimes 
toodiag to exh a u itiaa and ooUapse 
that made tte Sisters fear for her 
llte. Only innocent rusu had hei 
heuitaHsed or medicatiy attended 
to. M. when a Cafditta doctor, who 
hod begun by being Motter’a uve- 
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<leyotM Helper. 
m0 tipped off tliet Mother ens. very 
IB Mid wee rMusae to be treated. 
Be< in haiid lie invaM the Mother 
llitnen. puehiag past shocked but de¬ 
nuded Sisters to arrive, almoatsacre' 
Ufonshr, in Mother’s room. To 
i&thw. too weak to register more 
thu ndM snrpriae, he- said that a 
Ktde angel had whispered in his ear. 

The mission that began so peril* 
ooshr. took root in Cahntta, spread 
throogboot India and reached out 
into ue world, reversing a pattern 
of centuries. For the first time 
Indian missionaries were going ab- 
broad, taking a message, of love and 
respect for the poorest poor to even 
the o»called affluent countries of the 
world. Theirs, eimlains Mother 
Teresa, is a poverty particularly 
wretched—a poverty of loneliness 
and neglect that allows people to 
die unloved and alone in their rooms. 
It has been nothing sbort of nfira- 
cnlous. A Muslim gentleman aB but 
gifted her the present imemises of 
the Mother House when she was des¬ 
perately seardiing for'a plane. A 
certain “Mysterious Lady” who turn¬ 
ed out to be a niece of Doctor B.C. 
Koy, Chief Minister of West Bengal 
at. the time, became a devotee or 
Mother’s and took charge of The 
Home for dying destitutes in Kali- 
ghat when Mother went on retreat. 
A sdiool for lepers, opened in thv 
festering no-man’s-land id Dhapa. 
was saved from being closed by the 
authorities when a motley crowd of 
Chinese, Muslims, Hindus and Chris¬ 
tians mardied to the State Assembly 
waving red flags and then returned 
to plant a wall of flags around the 
school. The authorities cried off. 

"Nothing clever about ffiat”, sajr* 
an old priest recounting bow the 
mission spread. “It was Just an In¬ 
filtration of love. The sisters dotA 
bother about races and politics. 
Their infiltration is a simple one”. 

HIS infiltration irf love 
has taken the Mission¬ 
aries of Charity into such 
bnlikety places as The 

- Bronx, in New York; 

Belfast In troubled Ireland; to Rome, 
not to the eternally glorious city, but 
to Ita sordid slums; to South Ame* 
rica, to Africa, to Australia; to the 
tense Gasa strip in Israel: to war- 
torn Vietnam, to the slums of Lon¬ 
don and to Jordan where ^re bad 
been no mission for centuries. And 
now the Mission is poised to help the 
homeless in Vietnam. 

When Mother Teresa found that 
there was certain work Uiat even she 
and her Sisters could not do. Mice 
working among daiMrous akohoMcs. 
drug addicts and d^quents. she 
found an answer in her prayers—an 
order of Brothers who. like her Sis¬ 
ters would work only amongst the 
poorest of the poor. *1116 Brothers of 
the Order was formed in March 1963 
end in 1965 Father Andrews, who 
Mother describe as. “a very holy 
person, gifted in every oosaihle way, 
apiritnaUy, mentally, physically. Anr 
both of us have the same mind. But 
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^ rToecatne 

^ BrMhera. It was he 
who took the Mission to ravaced 
Vietnam and for an anxious while 
was misstong On a grimy wall of 
the Brother House in Kidderpore 
hangs the Hindi proverii 
‘If yon have 

two loaves of bread 
Give one to the poor, 
sell the other— 

And buy hvaanths 
to feed your soul' 

The world was not slow to recognise 
the enormous and compassionate 
woik that the Missionaries of ^ari^ 
were embarked upon Award follow¬ 
ed award among them the Padma- 
<hree and The Magsaysay Award 
(1962) The Pope John XXIIl 
Peace Prise (1971) The John F 
Kennedy International Awatd (1971) 
The Jawaharlal Nehru Award for 
International Understanding (1972), 
The Templeton Award piesented by 
Prince Philip in 1973 The Order of 
St Francis of Assisi (1974) In 1975 
the likeness of Mother 'Teresa 
appeared on FAO’s, Ores Medal 
And now in 1979 she has been 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prise. 

Senatoi bdward Kennedy was 
among the many piuminent people 
who suggested Mother Teresa’s name 
for the Nobel Prise as far back as 
1975 He had visited the teeming 
ramps when millions of unhappy, 
homeless nfugccs sverc pounng into 
Calcutta from Bangladesh At one of 
the camps he saw a Sister washing 
clothes from the isolated choleia 
enclosure and asked if he might 
shake her hand The Sister explained 
that her hands were dirty but the 
Senator took hold of them warmly 
and said the dirtier they are the 
more honoured I am It is wonderful 
work you are doing here’ 

Well do I remember those chaotic 
days when the authorities feared 
that millions of starving refugees, 
many of them infectiously ill, would 
burst into already overcrowded Cal¬ 
cutta The small sari clad fighre of 
Mother Teresa was everywhere—In 
the fields beyond Oum Dum siting 
camps, among ofBaals conferring in 
the ail port VIP room, with Anny 
otticers directing the loading and 
despatch of truddoads of food, bend 
Ing over the very sick, comforting, 
nursing, praying It was later that 
I heard she had not eaten fenr three 
days and went without sleep for 
nights without number. 


But all her magnificent work apart, 
and despite all the accolades Mother 
Teresa stilJ_i$ seen by many as a 
white missionary carrying the white 
man's burden, as a Christian nun bent 
on conversion Some Indian news¬ 
papers announong the Nobel Peace 
Prise pointed to her Roman Catholic 
attitudes, and to Kristian jubilation 
And their innuendoes only helped to 
underscore the very foundation of her 
vocation. 

Mmher Teresa is essentially a 
woman of God totally dedicated to 
Christ, "Without Him I’m nothing" 
she says, even as die wrestles to find 
a way to admit men and women of 



other faiths into her work without 
upsetting their religous beliefs. 
"There are so many of them tvho 
want to foin us”, she once told me 
"And I wait for God to show me the 
way" And when I asked her if she 
was in fact making converts her 
answer was immediate and forceful, 
"Oh I hope I am converting But I 
don’t mean what you think I hope 
we are converting hearts Not even 
Almighty God can convert a person 
unless that person wants it What we 
are all trying to do by our work by 
serving the people, is to come closer 
to God If in commg lace to tace 
with God we come closer to Him in 
our hves then we are converting Wc 
become better Hindus, better Mus¬ 
lims, better (^thohes, better wbai- 
ever we are” A smile ht her deeply 
lined and searching fate making it 
incandescent It's a smile and an 


aura 1 unashamedly sought out when 
1 was in Catentta and reach out to 
even xmw. 

I don’t believe there Is anyone 
who, having met Mother Teresa for 
however shbrt a vdiile, is ever the 
same again I have seen a Brahmin 
family bring their son with a cheque 
for Mother on the day of hia stored 
thread oeremony. and I have aeon 
Musbm ladies bring her clothes and 
garments they have knitted. I have 
had a Mushm oSSaal and his wife 
adc me to introdnee them to Mother 
and support their wish to donate 
their farm for her use Panees 
Buddhists. Protestants, devont Oitho- 
hcs. muddled believers like myself, 
have all washed up at the Mother 
House on Lower (^rcular Road. All 
of us seeking something All of us to 
be met with that uplifting smile. 
It's a benediction ■ 



Mother’s, office n a small, simple room vstth open 
doors cm all \,des In the centre of the room u a 
plam rectangular wooden table, mth similar choh’s 
on the four sides there is no special chair for Mother 
No one prevents anyone from commg in, and Mother 
IS accesstble to everyone, partscularly the poor to 
whom she u the single hope m a world of dsmpasr 
and death On one wall ts the famous prayer of ^ 
franciB of As&m whuh seems to symbotue her work 

Lard, make me an instrument of Vemr Peace 
Where there m hatred let me sow love. 

Where there ts mjury, pardon. 

Where theie is doubt, faith. 

Where there v, despair, hope. 

Where there is darkness, Ughl, 

And where there ts steknesb, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not 
So much seek to be consoled as console. 

To be understood as understand, 

la be Iwed os to love 

f or ft IS m gtvmg lhal we receive 

It IS m pardonmg that we are pardoned ' 

And It ts m dymg 

That we are bam to eternal life. 
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ft^OD is very kind. 1 have 

Vf been working for nearly 25 
years with TB patients, dysentry 
and other contagious diseases but 
I have never contracted any di¬ 
sease," said Sister Barbara. Sis¬ 
ter is old but age has not dimi¬ 
nished her cheerfulness or affected 
her active life. She was showing 
us around one of Mother Teresa’s 
many homes for the dying and 
destitute dotted around Calcutta. 
Situated in one of the comers of 
the dty the building for this 
haven of succour was donated bv 
a multinational company and 

Mother named it Premdan — the 
gift of love. Set amidst lush sur¬ 
roundings far away from the din 
and the smog. 37, Tiljala Road 
represents a symbol of love and 
hope for people from the sur¬ 

roundings areas without discrimi¬ 
nation of religion. 

Mother and her dedicated sis¬ 
ters had initially started Nirmal 
-Hriday in Kalighat where she 

used to bring the sick and dyin'< 
and give them some love and care 
so they could die in peace. Tt 
often happened that the sick reco¬ 
vered when they were given mc- 
didnes — tbev could sit up an-’ 
eat on their own. Since Nirmal 
Hriday is in a very congested 
place and there is little or nn 
fresh air. Mother dedded to shift 
those who recovered partially ti 
surroundings whidi were deaner 
and fresher. This is how Prem¬ 
dan came about. But over the 
yea» the Missionaries of Charity 
started doing a lot of other work 
apart from caring for the sick, the 
destitute and the dying. Unwant¬ 
ed and orphan diildren were left 
with them and homes for them 
had to be found. Premdan thus 
came to serve a dual role — that 
of a home for the sick and the 
dying os well as a credie for the 
mentally retarded, orphan and 
unwanted children. Although 
there is a Sister Superior who 
controls and manages the affairs 
of Premdan, ever-smiling Sister 
Barbara is the guiding siririt be¬ 
hind it. She has a hand in every- 
ttiing that is done. When we 
visited the place it was nearly 5.30 
in die evening : mealtime. Sister 
Barbara and three other trainee 
deters were dlstributiag the food 
in the open air, outside a vefan- 
doh. The meals consisted of 
bread or rice and vegetables. 
Those who could walk up and 
take their share were doing so 
while the others who could not 
move out of their diaira or their 
beds were being served on their 
beds and chairs. Most people ate 
sittlttg on the cemented floor. One 
old man. however, sat os the 


Love is peace 



stairs of a nearby chapel and un¬ 
able to manage himself had spilt 
food all over. Sister admonished 
him mildly for dirtying the place 
and told us : "Our sisters will 
clean up the place. You see, we 
do our own cleaning. We don’t 
have any workers. Most of the 
people who are here cannot do 
anything for themselves.’’ Later 
we saw two sisters washing the 
dirty aluminium plates and mugs. 

There were children and infaat.s 
of various ages in the creche: 
most of them unwanted or or¬ 
phaned. Decorated with colourful 
posters and toys, the room looked 
a cheerful place for children to 
grow UP in. Sisters were feeding 
the children and washing the dirty 
linen. In an adjoining room were 
the mentally retarded and the 
handicapped children who had re¬ 
covered and been saved from sure 
death. Taking care of these chil¬ 
dren is a difficult task but the 
listers go about their work cheer¬ 
ful^. 

It was not surprising to find 
children trying to gain Sister 
Barbara’s attention and when she 
did look at them she was reward¬ 
ed with a smile. One hed-ridden 
old lady from Bangladesh who 
bad been found in Sealdah station 
grasped Sister’s hand and asked 
her how she was, all the while 
trying to touch her feet in respect. 
She bad a kind word for everyone 
and she seemed to be on duty 
throughout the day. She settled 
the children who had slipped away 
from their pillows. Others, she 


tucked in or played with. Being 
an accomplished nurse herself 
SLster Barbara had words of ad¬ 
vice for the trainees. 

Premdan does not only serve as 
a home for the affilicted. The 
Calcutta Round Table has provid¬ 
ed a dentist, an eye specialist and 
a dispensary for the people whom 
Mother Teresa help-s. The docy 
tors visit the place regularly and 
the Missionaries of Charity pro¬ 
vide dental care and spectacles to 
the needy. In addition to all this 
Premdan also provides facilities 
to young girls to learn cutting 
and sewing. We met a burkha- 
rJad young Muslim girl who told 
us why she was learning sewing 
from a predominantly Christian 
organisation : "Hum garib bain 
isliye aate hain’’. (We are poor 
and that is the reason why we 
come here.) 

"We serve everyone who conies 
to our doors for help,’’ said Sister 
Barbara. "And a lot of people 
help us. Our duty is to serve suf¬ 
fering humanity and sometimes 
some Mople may be harsh to us. 
But what can we do? While 
helping people we have to take 
criticism and praise.’’ In the 
midst of misery and depression 
we could not help wondering at 
the cheerfuldess and involvement 
of the Sisters with the work of 
love they were performing. And 
with a final "God bless you’’ 

ten. 
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CONTRQViRSy 


Kissinger's lies 

The author was one of Mrs Indira Gandhi's closest 
aides and played a key role in the planning and impie* 
mentation of our Bangladesh policy before and after 
the war. Henry Kissinger in his recently published 
memoirs has given his version of the Indo-Pak war 
of 1971. Haksar calls Kissinger's version "fiction". 


By P. N. HAKSAR 


I HAVE carefully read all that 
Henry Kissinger ha's written now 
or what Richard Nixon wrote earlier. 
I would advise both of them to take 
to fiction writing. 

The United States was clearly out¬ 
manoeuvred in 1971. Then they 
created a fiction that but for them 
India would have invaded and des- 
troved West Pakistan, to retain such 
credibility as they might have in West 
Pakistan. Now, there is no evidence 
whatsoever to support the thesis so 
assiduously spread by Nixon and 
Kissinger about India's intention to 
destroy West Pakistan. But vis-a-vis 
their clients in West Pakistan they 
wanted to make It appear that but 
for their Seventh Fleet bravado and 
their alleged attempt to pressurise 
India through Soviet Union not to 
attadk West Pakistan, which is pure 


fiction, they saved West Pakistan. 

It is again a fiction created by 
Nixon and Kissinger, attributing to 
Mrs Gandhi an assurance that India 
would not take a particular course of 
action. First of all, no such assur¬ 
ance was sought and no such assuc 
anoe could be given. More roedally 
when the United States could not 
agree to the release of Sheikh Muji- 
bur Rahman and to bring about ne¬ 
gotiations with him. Only negotia¬ 
tions with Sheikh could have defused 
the situation in October and Novem¬ 
ber 1971. Bui the US had other 
designs which led them to negotiate 
with totallv worthless people and 
pretend that these non-entities oiuld 
in any wav replace Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman. 

When Kissinger came here in June 
1971 we were anxious to impress up¬ 
on him the seriousness of the pro¬ 
blem. He created an impression on 
our mind that he understood the 
‘'eriousness of the problem. He sMd 



that upon his return to WasUngtoa 
he would give due oonsideretioB to 
whatever we had said. But it was 
guite dear that coming to India was 
some sort of a diversioa. His major 
preoccupation was with the projected 
negotiations with Peking. 

» is very difficult to assess Kinin* 
l^r or President Nixon's nersonal 
role in arranging the so-cafied tilt 
We have the testimony of Kissinger 
in whidi he says that the tilt was 
Nixon's, and that Nixon somehow 
didn’t take to Mrs Gandhi. 1 think 
all this is rart of fictionalised his¬ 
tory. The US was heavily oonimit- 
ted to Pakistan, and understndably 
so. After all they had' a long history 
of such commitment, and they Just 
could not get out of it in order to 
please India, or to base their position 
on the justness of the Bangladesh 
dtuation. Therefore, this tilt against 
India was not a specific phenomena 
d 1971. 

The tilt against India is a historic 
tilt It emanates from the Eisen¬ 
hower Doctrine. The Eisenhower 
Doctrine showed a most pronounced 
tilt against India which led Krishna 
Menoa to say that he was not awaiu 
of a gun whidi only fired one way, 
and which led Pandit Nehru to ex¬ 
press great unhappiness at what 
President Eisenhower did. 

So 1 do not personally believe in 
the theory of some spedfic ttU; 
which took place in 1971. In my 
view, the US has pursued policy vis- 
a-vis India vj Bte h has been huvily 
tilted abnost^hbm the beginning of 
the cold war. When Dulles said non- 
alignment is iminarai, what was it ? 
It was a tilt expressed in 'moral* 
terms against India. Thus, if one is 
dealing with reality and not fiction, 
then I would say that 1 will not 
blame Kissiager and Nixon for a tQt 
In 1971. They were merely pursuing 
the logic of US polides over more 
than two decades. In fact. 1 bad sug¬ 
gested to Henry Kissinger that he 
might usefully study this ^rt of 
Inoo-US hidory 

The United States' policy after the 
Bangladesh war was designed to frus¬ 
trate India’s achievements in 1971, 
and I dmuld say that it even sue- 
eeeded. They did detach BanglateA 
-—fhev did bring about a cmvafe 
between Bangladesh and India. 'That 
cleavage persists. 

I do not subscribe to the Janata 
mythology that they have contribut¬ 
ed to some new, glorious chapter in 
our relations with our neighbours. 

• neighbours today 

in Pakistan and Bangladesh, one finds 
Uiat the political foundation for hav¬ 
ing a .structure of durable peate in 
the subcontinent, which was the 
vision that led us to the Simla 
agreement, is heavily eroded. You 
cannot have a struooire of durable 
peace with the sort of goings-on in 
Pakistan and in Bangladesh. il 
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THE MEDIA 


Up with the Times 


W BATEVER elM Mr Sanjeeva 
Heddy might ibe charged with, 
no one hat as yet accused him of 
collusion with Bennett Coleman k 
Co., to create news for first issue 
of .The Tkim of India after its 
72day slumher. The reappearance 
of a paper can so easily te a damp 
squib; but the Times was able to 
hit the stands on August 23 stri- 
dentlv proclaiming mid-term polls, 
dissolution of the Lok Sabha and 
Mr Charan Singh’s continuance In 
a caretaker capacity. 

This is Just the sort of bonanza 
that newspaper planners dream of. 
But so rarely does it actually 
happen that unworthy souls might 
be tempted to suspect that revival 
of t * Times was deliberately 
delayed to coincide with some 
event of consequence. After all, 
it wouldn’t have done at all if the 
first issue of the paper after more 
than two months in oblivion led 
wRh some piere of non-news such 
as the Government’s determination 
to prosecute Mrs Candhi. Readers 
might have wished it bad( to sleep 
again 

But such prescience must be 
1 ukd out. The date ot publication 
was announced in advance wben 
ftennett, Coienian cannot have 
known—certainly not m the ordi¬ 
nary way without a hot lino to 
Uushtrapati Bbavan, ut the climac¬ 
teric doings of August 22. Nor, to 
be tatr, are the Bon Bunder lot 
quite so sensitive to news value 
and the impaig of headlines as to 
make a apeaat effoit for the re- 
emergence. In fact the four cen¬ 
tennial tabloids that were issued 
earlier this year quite dfearly re¬ 
veal that Dalmias and Jains not- 
wKhstaading, the whimsical spirit 
of Aitglo-Iadia sUli haunts the 
e^todal oflioBi ia Homhyi sorry 
JMMtuas Nawoji Road. ___ ^ 

In the first edition (183B-1920) 
tor instance, Gandhiji's non-co- 
operation movement yiens pre¬ 
cedence to the Austro^erMan war 
and ranks equally almost with an 
eye^tneai account of the Sura- 

I evo assaasinotloQ end a feature on 
emselji Tata. Next, in the 1021- 
1847 laaue, a^evement of Indian 
independence ia given far kw im¬ 
portance than the dedaradon of 
World War U. i^le the miracul¬ 
ous transformation of n Mndnd 
dwarf into a fully develraed wo¬ 
man baa much bl|dier prionty than 
the 1943 Bengal lanilne; the 1934 
Bibar enrtbnuahe being buried on 
page four. EditerlBlh'. the frenc's 


decline rates higher than India’s 
poverty. 

Bear in mind that the selection 
and lay-out was done in this year 
of grace 1979 by Tunef subs who 
were presumaUy asked to diooae 
news items and display tbem in 
consonance with today's readership 
interest Who is to say them nay 
it they behevo that “Girl Dwarf 
Marvel/Effect of Sheep’s Glands’’ 
is more relevant than "Famiue 
Deaths In Bengal”? 

But the subs are not without a 
sense of appositeness. Wedged in 
the angle of the report of Queen 
l.lizubcth's Abbey wedding is an 
agenev item that says that accord¬ 
ing to a Detroit judge, wives “are 
entitled to one free pun<± at their 
.... 

Till’ TIMKSCIF INPU 

ID-'ll.iai IN DICCKV 

I (lih 
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husbands". There is an almost 
couteniporary ring about a 1952 
leadmg article deploring the high¬ 
handedness of the UP Assembly 
Speaker on whose warrant the act¬ 
ing editor of a Bombay weekly 
was “arrested and virtual^ ‘Shaqg- 
baied’ from his home province’’; 
while West Bengal’s suffering read¬ 
ers will look enviously upon the 
advertisement for Jost'a Fans 
which says “No J^nkab—No Work, 
^nkah—^Work”. 

Inspired fay that uplifting motto, 
this writer at least is ready to 
forgive the Tnnas for missing out 
on the Bangladesh war. Tbe com¬ 
memorative tatdoids really ore a 
womlerful idea, imaginatively pro¬ 
duced and revealing of the «ra 
they mirror, and we have no 
beutation in wholehearted^ end¬ 
orsing the prominent double- 
column reproduotioa of Lord 
Knollys’a letter announcing “that 
The King thinks the illustrating, 
printing and binding reflect great 
credit on Indian labour”. 

Admirable too ia Bori Bunder’s 
modesty. After ail. not many news¬ 
papers would have the temmfty to 


puUisb the solemnly considered 
and expert ojdnion of “Georgiiu 
VI Dei Gratia Brfttanus Omnia 
Rex, FMei Defensor. Ind-Imsera- 
toT" under the ahouider headtatg: 
"A Few lUnd Wordd From A W«l- 
Wifcher”. 

I N some ways curiously alike, in 
others totally unlike, The 
Hindu also deserves to be com¬ 
plimented on the supplementary 
reading it provides. Its weekly 
edition is probably the only Sun¬ 
day paper in the country (and 
this is not to overlook The Stotoa- 
man’s bunch of book reviews 
tnasquorading as a literary supple¬ 
ment) that tries to interest readers 
with more than dreary regurgita¬ 
tions of New Delhi’s political 
squabbles. There is something foi 
everybody in the three or four 
.sections of The Hmdu —-business. 
Imnnce, the arts, travel, gardening 
and other leisurely avocations, 
home, health, science, a short 
story, a pertinent profile and the 
inimitable Art Buchwald. Enough, 
in fact, to keep Sunday fully 
occupied without making the news¬ 
paper a bore (as well js a physical 
burden) as in the United States. 

It needs to be explained that 
this welronie diversihcation is not 
at the expense of political cover¬ 
age. G K. Reddy, The HMm’s 
chief of bureau in the capital, pro¬ 
duces the most articulate, authori¬ 
tative and informative stories to 
emanate from New Delhi. As for 
oomplainU. of a slant, there is 
nothing in his usually instructive 
despatches to compare vdth, say, 
Saeed Naqvi’a stories in tbe JtMUan 
Expraur in wbkb can dearb be 
heard the prim tones of the offidal 
spokesman. Ttiere must be a moral 
in tbe fact toot a Madras news¬ 
paper’s political cbliunnist ataonld 
oifw the moat comprebenaive and 
balanced coverage of notional 
affaiiu. 

TNDIBBCTLY. The Tkm ol 
oentonnial taUoida and 
The HinAft weekb odltiott, even 
77 m Statmnaefe Utemy aupiffe 


cuased oeparataly. But It’s in- 
teTMting to hear the creak of the 
arthritic Jointa of the ataJd dWag- 
era of our doily Press as flranti- 
cally ffiey try to keep pace wfUi 
faaUon that u set more and more 
by adventurous young Moods on 
weeklies and foitnigfatlies. 
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SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Tibet's 

great 

leap 

forward 



What was yesterday the land of monks 
and monasteries under the control of the 
Dalai Lama is today a semi-modernised 
region witnessing the first stages of an 
era of material progress Tibet, now under 
Chinese control, seems to be doing fairly 
well, contrary to all suspicions. BA8UN 
SENGUPTA travelled through the towns 
and cities of this quiet land, to file this 
enlightening report. Photographs are by 
AVEEKSARKAR. 


I IBBT. tlw forbiddm tend 
till the hnt hetf of the 
twestteth oentury, hw 
duBied a lot durhia the 
left twenty yean. How 
deep-rooted the dunae It I do not 
know. It cannot Jott be atteued by 
a thort Walt of tea days. But Uw 
faet Qiat Tibet it no more the tend 
of the temat, monaateriet, noble¬ 
men, aerft, yaks and poior-drawn 
carta can %veu be aeen by any 
foreigner within twenty-four houra 
of hia arrival in thit autonomooa 
region nS China. 

True, the nujetUc Potate Palace 
atill ttanda. True, at the monaateriet 
butter lampa are atill burnt by old 
laniaa. But theae are iutt ahow- 
piecea la preaentWay Tibet. Tibet it no 
more ruled by the Potate. The old 
lamaa inataad of directing the day- 
to-day life of the Tibotaaa, now aur- 
vive on anull Government penaion. 
Hm Potaia'a jpelaoB haa been taken 
ever bv the ProWadal Bevolutionary 
Couadi m Lhasa and made Its head¬ 
quarters. Conuannist Party kadera 
and cadres now control the Tibetan 
aoriety to a greater extent than the 
lamaa did. 

But oar most signiBcant discovery 
(« that nowhere in Tibet did we find 
a alngte beguar during our ten*^ 
visit; no serf, and no hungry face 
either. Tibet waa famous for its 
rotate,^ monasteries and noblemen. 
But Tftet waa alao notorious for 
serfs, beggars and atreet-dm In 
present-day Tibet they are difloult to 
come l». Doga there are but lesser 
In number and they do not roam the 
streets of Uiaaau Nowhere can beg- 
nrs and serfs be aeon. Some of the 
Tibetans even in Lhasa atHl wear 
filthy, half-tom tradibonal garments. 
(One sees more itf them in ^ W( 
lagea) But there is no hungry face, 

J*?****^. *»' ‘Th* •*•“* 

dbrd of hying of the average Tibetan, 
we thought, was lower than that of 
M averiM Oiiaese, but the fact 
that all Tibetans today at least get 
sj^lUttg to eat was apparent from 
their faces. 

Then are roads all om the coun¬ 
try todmr, ahuost ell jM^ahle. Ac¬ 
cording to oOdal itatlsd^ the total 
length of byways in Tibet now Is 
about tS,000 nma. Pour hfafrways 
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laad Mtt eC tte Qipitil in four diMo> 
ttonn IlMr* n brandi UiAwayi 
and IT p«r Mat of tiM oow^ are 
euiae^ Todw. oM can 

Ww ntHB LliaM to Xathniaadu or 
from Lhaaa to Yatnnc — the Tibetan 
town near tb« SUtkfaa border. Lban 
to Xathaiaada takeo three dvt, 
Lhaia to Yatanf leu than twelve 
hotin. 

In the new Uiasa (the area dove* 
loped after the cadaen amimed 
direct oontrol over Tibet) atreets are 
wide and metalled and with 

bMotifnl treea. Traffic Uahta are 
manned bv policemen at unportant 






ttak mol 

profc 

atanotta, 


cars. 

There.- 

ever Oedtr, - _ _ 

aaa of Tibet TUrly smaro 
ttMow were onljr three, can 
— all braadht by the 
Dalai Laau for nio . 
fram India. Eleetridtjr waa^ 
for onljr tiw Fotak .and Not' 

Palaeea and the houaea of 
noblemen. 

Lhaaa ia not aa Mf aa Cahddik 
nor even anr ether prevhp 
of India. Dot Lhaaa todajr 
haa the leah of a amall oea 
town. In manjr aapecta, ptuwa i| 
much bUMw and mom modem than 
onr own Gangtok. One uwnid ne| 
forget dut dm total popnladon of 
Tibet ia only 1.7 million. 

In dM Tibet of yeateryear dieie 
twaa no indnatiy. Today there me 
M unite of which 70 are mapir. 
And aoOirding to Government atatta^ 
iit of them are running at a 
There are power generethm 
madtine-bulldlng factories 
match factorlea. paper plants, feed 
procesdng nnlts. cerprt factoriea« el«. 
But TibePs economy ia tdll depem 
dent moHly on agocultore and anL 
mal husbandry. Industrv occupioa a 
small position. Today in Tibet, agif' 
culture and animal husbandry are 
mostly organiaed on a cooperattva 
basis and through communes After 
the revolt of 1959, the Chinese au> 
thoiities Rrst started the co-opera¬ 
tives The private ownership Of 
cultivable land was abolished Serfs 
got full liberty and cooperatives 
with them and the sharecroppers 
were formed The Government gave 
them financial help By 1961, 20,000 
production cooperatives came into 
existence in the province Aa for 
those who loined the revolt, their 
land and animals were confiscated 
by the state Those who did not, 
eni huge compensation (some more 
than a crore of rupees) for their land 
and animals But cultivable land 
was taken away from everyone and 
moperatives became the new land 
and animal-owners Then, in 1965 
people’s communes came into exit- 
tence and by 1971 there was a large 
number of them all over Tibet 

The official claim is that thfa 
(hange of system increased produc¬ 
tion tremendously Agrlculturel 
production they say, has gone up by 
250 per rent from 1958 to 1974, 
when Tibet became self-suffldent in 
food But since then the rate of 
Inrrease of agricnltnral production 
in Tibet has not been very high, 
they admit In 1978, the output was 
higher by 27 per cent only over the 
previous year 

The increase in agricultural pro¬ 
duction in Tibet has not, of, course, 
come with communication only. 
Improvement of irrigation fadHties 
also played a great role Today, ac¬ 
cording to offirial claims, 47 per cent 
of Tibefs arable land is irrigated. 
A large number of amall dama have 
been oonatructed all over the pro¬ 
vince Chemical and natural farali- 
sera are also being liberally used 
The Government has also helped the 
communes in this matter to a large 
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ifMMt.. NMr anpt are itiQ Mnit 
^Kanthr tried For example, the 
» Mmer wheat. FormerW. m Tibet 
Wi$ maifl rrep mn barieir But Co> 
!l twiomciflt oSclab daim mat the day 
k not far whea wheat wiS take the 
\ wht ptaoe. lu the field of animal 
W ii w ii idr y though niccest te not as 
, Vtat the oOdal riaim is fi»t a 96 
th has been ngisterad 
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VT the increase in pro 
duction is only one 
aspect of the change 
The other aspect, and 
there significant, is a 
oomple^ change in production rela(> 
oms. The sodal system that riitoia 
«d before was semi primitive and 
feudal Most of the arable land 
belonged to a few individuals and 
monasteries Those who used to till 
the land were either their serfs ot 
riiarecroppers They had no nght 
over the land and the produce 
Today under the commOne system, 
the land is ultimately owned by the 
aockitv and the produce hy the com 
mune-members There are no serfs 
and no sharecroppers. For the com 
mon villagers m Tibet, it is a great 
change It has also improved their 
economic rondition to a large extent 
We vivited a commune near Lhasa, 
whose members praised the new sys¬ 
tem and repeatedly spoke about 
their increase in income 

In the old Tibet educational factli 
tks were limited Higher education 
was reserved for boys of well-to-do 
families Even the scope for primary 
education was not large. Today, even 
in small vtllages there are primary 
schools whete boys and girls study 
tofethei In Lhasa we visited a 
arnnarv school where Engliiih was be¬ 
ing taught in a dass The whole of 
Chinf IS switching over to the Ro 
man saipt now. In Tibet too there 
is evidence of this Once on a visit 
lb a school we noticed that tiie bne 
mt the top of a blackboaid was writ 
ten in the UbeUn script, the next 
line was in the Roman sciipt, and 
^ line at the bottom was in the 
Han Chineae script Boys and girls in 
Tibet are now teaming three langu 
ages—Tibetan, Han Chinese and 
English 

According to ofiteial statistics there 
are 6t624 primary and 29 middle 
schools now in Tibet The total 
numW of wimary school students 
is 210,000. mere are also four insti 
tulions for higher studios (colleges) 
and 30 institutes for professional 
training in the province In the old 
dnvs there were only a few schools 
and only in very spraal cates boys 
from noble families were sent to 
Kalimponx tm highei education 

No less sianlfiranl is the vast 
improvement m Tibet’s medical fart 
ttUes Formerly there were few 
hoapitals in the country all reserved 
for the fortunate few Today there 
are 477 hospitals in Tibet, some with 
western facilities for treatment but 
most others are following the tradi¬ 
tional Tibetan methods We vislt^ a 
traditional Tibetan hospital in Lhasa 
It is a huge bulldiag, housiag a large 
nomher of pattents with atTiundi of 
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complaints and eompUoatiofUL Hat 
doctors who treat them wia vwgtwa , 
drugs are themselves mostly Ban 
Chinese. The Tibetan doctors have 
also to undergo training Fonaerty 
poor Tibetans had to depend entirev 
on lamas and fortune-tellers for 
tieatment 

Tibet today is a different country. 
I hasa IS like any other hiUtown. The 
mystic atmosphere is no more La¬ 
mas are very few in number Their 
tribe which was 130,000-strong to 
1959 now numbers a mere 2,000, 
according to oihaals The tradition- 
nl Tibetan dress is vanishing from 
the capital Lhasa Increasingly, 
children and even elders are going 
in foi Chinese style pants and Ha¬ 
waiian shirts The economic slruc 
tuio has completely changed, private 
ownership of the means of produc 
^«n has been totally abolished 
Religion docs not play a dominant 
I ole in Tibet and the dgputy miitor 
of the only Tibetan-Chinese dally of 
I hasa Ml Yea Den Ping Hjo, claim¬ 
ed “Tlhet has Jumped into socialist 
'.oiiety from a primitive feudal 
swSetv" 
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Whether thte ii posriMQ or not (i 
student of Mandsm would delloitely 
sav It is not) I do not know, but we 
could not twin noticinK aw funnsr 
trait — even after so many reforms 
and changes, Tibetans have still not 
iKiven up their habit of spittiag any* 
where and everywhere. At iMSt in 
that habit, they have not changed. 

Materially Tibet has definlt^ 
gone ahead a long way‘under the 
Chinese leadership. It is no'more a 
forbidden land in that sense of the 
term. Rather, in some respette It 
is a pan of the modern Asia of to¬ 
day. The living conditions 'of its 
people have also improved consider¬ 
ably. Its economy and sodal condi¬ 
tions arc not feudal any mote. If 
ime considers just the material bene- 
Kts ot the Chinese rule one can very 
easily come to the conclusion that 
the majority of Tibetans should be 
hapK' about it. 

But is it so in reality ? Are the 
Tibetans happy with the Chinese 
leadership or rule? Arc they saii^ 
IM about all the changes the Cbi- 


puNctvre chert in Tibetan honpmu 
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ndw admialrtrnthMi 
Or, how did they reaiA mtUrnmm. 
Chinese enmmunists tried ttt 
dace atheism In their very reliiiMiK 
country ail of a auddea? And, 
do they feel about the donunaiK»;dii 
the Han Chinese? Da^ Hie 
day stay we tried' to get easweea m 
all these questions. But, 1 
roit, with the language hanrier awg 
the presence of Cninm offidnla a^ 
through our tour, we did not sufpeMiL; 
much. Wc could guess, but couHr 
not make any thorough asaesainmttv'. 
fVn days was also not eaouiA fdr;; 
such H job- 

-IIBET was a tbeocrdli||| 

country for hundreds 
years. It was being ge#; 
emed and ruled by UM 

_ . lamas in their own WwC 

nil tne Chinese took qyer the 
ministration. And even the ChmsS'/ 
did not dare to establish their ooiw v 
munist rule immediately afiler the. 
People’s Liberation Army eatabliahed. 

Its authority over Uiasa in 1S$L)V 
They wanted to proceed atowW^'. 
Dblai Lama remained the legal |MK 
mural ruler of the country. 

Beijing authorities entered Into ,’0^ 
turmal agreement with the lama 
der.sbip of Lhasa that the exisffu>s 
administrative and sodal sm-up 
the country would not be diatorhiid'l 
till 1962. The feudal system wouM.i^ 
also remain intact. But the long ' 
leadership became restive about Hw 
increasing dominance of toe Baa .-; 
Chinese and their more blatant hs- ’ 
tcrfcrence with the Tibetan way of . 
life. The festiveness kegt growinK 
day by day and ultimately there was 
u icvoll in 1959. Dalai Lama Bed 
tu India. And the Chinese authoil- 
lies put down the revolt firmly and,' 
ruthlessly. 

Atter that, the Chinese took linn 
steps. They brought the entire coun¬ 
try under their direct rule vwy 
quickly. They also did not 
much time in bitting at the ecomot 
mic and administrative power hutO 
of the ruling groups. Land tenure ;; 
systems were dianged. Private own- ' 
ership of land was abolished. 
operatives were formed with former ^ 
serfs and sharecroppers. All monas^ 
teries were dosed down. The age- 
old lama system was abolished. Itoe . • 
lamas who took an active part iw ’ 
the revolt were either jailed of kill*, : 
ed. Others were asked to go badt t» ^ 
“normal life”. According to Offidal 
Chinese figures, there were' 130,OM 
lamas in Tibet in 19SB->-almit one- 
tenth of the total population. By 
1964-65. when all toe monasteries 
were closed, there was not a sinde 
lama in the whole of Tibet except me 
Panchen. 

Beijing tried to keep him aa the 
figurehead of their administratlv 
scl-up in Lhasa. They also tried to 
build up a group of ex-lamas and 
noblcrnen around Panchen by aiIn^ 
ing them with considerabte toibe In 
the form of huge compensation paid 
by the Government for their confiSr 
cated land and animals. But even ' 
that did nut work satisfactorily for ' 
the Chinese. After a few yean 
there was another silent revolt iifc - 
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LbasB,. This time It was headed by 
the Fanchen Lama. In a long memo¬ 
randum, submitted to the Beijing 
authorities, be demanded independ- 
cnre for Tibet. He alleged brutal 
suppression of the age-ora Tibetan 
lite .stylo and culture by the Han 
Chinese. He asserted that the Chi¬ 
nese were nothing but arm^ occu¬ 
piers in Tibet. 

This time also Beijing did the 
same thing. They put down the re- 
vol; tirnily and immediately. The 
Panchen Lama was removed from 
all official posts. He was taken out 
ot Lhasa and ivas put under bouse 
arrest somewhere in China. His sup¬ 
porters were treated more severely. 
And since then full scale Han Chi¬ 
nese rule was established in Lhasa 
and Tibet. No more the “nonsense" 
of putting up a Tibetan as a figure¬ 
head. It was all Han Chinese. From 
the highest administrative post in 
the provinre to the lowest in a has- 
pital in Lhasa, all were filled by the 
Han Chinese. More PLA units were 
brought in and posted all over the 
country. 

But by 1975-74 the Beijing authori¬ 
ties slowly started realising that 
these .strong aim measures were not 
able to solve their problems. There 
was silent resentment everywhere 
Fven the common men, who-got so 
much benefit from the Chinese rule, 
were not that "grateful’’. Even they 
were e-vliibiting rescrvation.s about thr 
preseiiie ot the Han Chinese in large 
numbers About the membership ot 
the great Chinese brotherhood also 
they did not demonstrate the expec¬ 
ted enthu.sia.sm. 'They still consider¬ 
ed themselves as I'ibcitans, first and 
Tibetans last. So, there was rethink¬ 
ing in Beijing again and a slow 
proce.ss of liberalisation in Tibet 
Wa.s decided upon. 

Slowly and steadily monasteries 
weie reopened. Some old lamas 
were brought back by the authori¬ 
ties from “their normal life’’ and 
put in charge of the reopened mona¬ 
steries. Butter lamps .started burn¬ 
ing in front of big Buddha images 
again. And Tibetans were allowed 
to come to the monasteries and chant 
their prayers with the moving of 
wheels. ’The suppre.ssed _ Tantric 
Buddhism was visible in its birth 
place agaip. At the administrative 
level also, ’Tibetans started getting 
some pcKsitions. Specially at the 
lower units. Some ex-noblemen and 
upper class commoners were hand- 
picked for the provincial headquar¬ 
ters. They were given some minor 
portfolios and all thg pomp of high 
office.. At the lowest units more 

Tibetans were given important non- 
administrative jobs.'. Even In the 
PIA the Chinese authorities started 
recruiting Tibetans more liberally. 

IHiS process of liberalisa¬ 
tion was initiated by 

Beijing in 1974-75. When 
we went to Tibet in July 

Jwe visited some mbna- 

steries. The big ones in and around 
I.Jias3 are no mure strong power 

centres of Tibet or scats of ranrn- 

ing — just religious places tolled 


after by a few oM tamas. AecatA' 
ing to officials, there are only gbout 
20UO iainas in the whole of Tibet 
now. But the monasteries are be¬ 
ing well looked after. 

We visited the world famous Pu- 
tala. It was the winter Palace of 
the Dalai Lama. And it was also a 
monastery. Hundreds of lamas used 
to stay in this majestic building in 
the old days. But we did not see 
a single lama there now. We visi¬ 
ted a large number of rooms and 
balls of the Potala — including the 
persona] rooms of the Dalai Lama. 
All being kept in tip-top condition. 
Of course, it was no more a reli¬ 
gious place — just a splendid 
museum. But whatever the official 
policy now, we saw religious-minded 
Tibetans circling the monasteries 
everywhere, even the Putala. At 
Sera we were told by ithe lamas 
that thousands, even young men 
and women, come every week 
to offer prayers. Early one morn¬ 
ing we saw a large number of ’Tibe¬ 
tans offering prayers on the bank 



A dramatic performance 


of the Lhasa river in their tradi¬ 
tional way. 

Officially, religion is a persona) 
affair now in Tibet and there is no 
ban on public exhibition of religious 
practice. But all <Jie Chinese and 
Tibelan officiab would hasten to add 
that Tibetans, sperially the young, 
are not that religious-minded any 
more. No more do they believe in 
Ood, nor do they have any faith in 
the god king. Wc tried to ascertain 
the atlitude of the majority of Tibe¬ 
tans on our own In public conver¬ 
sation. the answers we got all 
through in Tibet were not different 
from the official po-sition. Religion 
i.s a pc’rsonui matter. Must Tibetans 
do not believe in god any more. 
They do not regard the Dalai Lama 
us their god-king. But privately we 
were told even by some Chinese offi¬ 
cials that most of the Tibetans are 
still religious-minded and they still 
have supreme faith in god and their 
god-king. It that be .so, the Dalai 
Lama and the Panchen Lama still 
have tremendous influence in Tibet. 
The Chinese have rehabilitated the 
Paticbeu Lama and they are keen 
on the .Dalai Lama's return. It is 
not uifficuU to understand why. 


ID 


UT the auaatioa 

r e dominance in 
more importmit. Wbafr’ 

1 is the attitude of tw 
I Tibetans, specially tee 
youth ? The provincial admlnistra-" 
tion is stiU headed by a Han Chineae. 
His deputies are also montly Han 
Chinese. The heads of all important 
offices are also Han Chinese. In 
Lhasa one can see mute more VIP 
Han Chineae than Tibetans. We 
talked to the “most important" Tibe¬ 
tan in Lhasa. And be was just ta 
charge of the sports section irf the 
Provincial Goverament t ’The PLA 
units arc stationed by the side of 
all the important towns and villages. 
Lhasa streets ore always full irf Han 
PLA soldiers and their transports. 

It after staying for a week or so in 
Tibet one gets the impression that 
Tibet is virtually under the occupa¬ 
tion of the Han Chinese one cannot- 
lie blamed. ’Iliere arc Tibeitans in 
Beijing holding important posithmSt 
especially the Panchen Lama and Mr 
Ape Jigmc who holds as high a pooi- 
tion as Vice-President of tee Natio¬ 
nal Council. But strangely enought 
they do not or arc not allowed to 
come to Lhasa. They stay mostly in 
^ijing. And in Lhasa the provin¬ 
cial government is run mostly by 
Han Chinese. 

How do the Tibetans feel about, 
it ? The official answer, and every¬ 
one repeated the same answer to us: 
There is no ill-fceling between the 
Tibetans and the Han Chinese. We 
all belong to the same Chinese fairer 
therhood. But it is not easy to be¬ 
lieve this statement. Tibet, what¬ 
ever be its relation with China in 
the past, was never ruled by foreign¬ 
ers directly. Never-werc^a large num¬ 
ber of non-Tibetans allowed to stay 
io the country* The Chinese had a 
mission in Lhasa, but they were 
never allowed to interfere in the 
administration or state affairs. 


. Have the same ’Tibetans changed 
their attitude now ? Have tlwy 
been won over by the Han Chinese 
to such an eistent during the last 
20 years that they consider the Hans 
now their brothers ? Had that been 
so, would the Chinese authorities 
have been so keen to receive the 
Dalai Lama and the Tibetan refugees 
bark ? 

Some experts say that what the 
Chiiie.se are really interested in Is to 
.show the ’Tibetans that they are wel¬ 
coming the Dalai l,ama. But he. is 
nut willing to come. ’They maintain 
that It is a move directed mainly to^ 
wards the Tibetans of Tibet. If It 
IS so then it only proves that, in ,spite 
of mB.ssive anti-propaganda by the. 
Chinese the Dalai Lama still occu¬ 
pies a very important position in 
Tibet. Through their new offer the 
Chinese are either Irving to dislodge 
him from that' position or trying to 
get him back so that he cannot be 
used by hosHIc forces in the future. 
This proves that the Chinese are 
aware that they are still not being 
accepted In Tibet as members of the 
same brotherhood but considered as 
foreign occupiers. ■ 

39 





SUNDAY SPECIAL 


VfiKrt is Mrs Gandhi Kke? 


-INDIHA GANDHI ha& 

grown iioin g gawky 
widf-eycd, shy, sair'btung 
UtUe girl that she was in 

.. Anand Bhawan to an ex 

Irauidiiidiily handsoim*. midcile-aged 
woman exuding confidenLe and aelf- 
assuianK She ha<^ had more ups 
and downs m her sixt>-three years 
than any otbei wonian her child 
hood and adolesienie overshadowed 
by giants, hei imddle yeais blighted 
by insinuations that she had inheiited 
a doiiiani she did not deserve, then 
siHldenly pedestailed to supieme 
heights, w 01 shipped b> the masses as 
a goddess le nnainated, exerraUsd bs 
tho elite as the female locarnation of 
the devil and a fascist dictator In 
a lew she inspires dieod, in most she 
tatses hope as the ledeemer These 
aie difleient larrts of this one wo 
man Age has not withered hei nor 
(iLvtoiii staled her inhnite variety 
(I lends who aie under the mistaki n 
iiiipivssion that 1 know her well otten 
ask me Whut is she leallv hke as 
a pel sou Mv answer, based on 
sLiaps ot information puked up from 
peopli who se<‘ her every dav and 
tioiii my own observation runs sonu 
what us follows She is very likeabh 
if you aif un htr right aide lalv 
aloof if jou are not lor those on 
the light side she ran piodure a 
smik whuli will dissolve a stone 
Statue 1 01 those who have inturrid 
hei dispkustiie she can be the le 
inraiiidliuii of Duiga lew people 
have div eloped the technique ol 
snubli OK into as fine an art as she 
An Indit I snub will rankle tor years 
And woe betide anyone who tries to 
appeal familiar oi spread canards 
about being close to her She is 
dost to no one except herself And 
next to htrsidf she is closest to hei 
younger son Sanjay only bc'cause 
Uuy shall a common interest in 
politics The elUei Raiiv, does not 
shate this iiiteiest and thercfoie secs 
, less ot he I than his btothei Almost 
&s It to romneasate for the uneven 
distiibution of closiuiFss between her 
sons she is c Iccsei to Rajis s Italian 
wile, Sonia who has no inteiest in 
politus than to Sanju> s wife Maneka 
who IS totally absorbed m it She is 
inoidiniitelv fund ot her grand 
• hildrcn llei sevrn-pc'ison family 
(an ciphth is on the wav) is as closely 
knit as any tiaditiunnl Hindu joint 
family VShitevci tensions they base 
aie i« solved without a whispei being 
he«id outside she sets no store by 
triendvtup and has theiefcne oevei 
both) red to cultivate am She suffers 
espits.kuns of liiendship for what 
they aix worth and is little p^turbed 
when ihme who had ptofessed idfec 
tion turn against her Hci curcte ct 
a(«}u.untancTv embraees the entire 
woiM 
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KHUSHWANT SINGH, 
a well-known admirer, 
says she is a goddess 
reincarnated. 



indiia tiandhi has iiu sed routine 
because she is hardly rvei in the 
same place toi more than a few d.iw 
at a stietch When xhe is lu it 
sulence m Delhi she rises well befou 
down Since she keeps her bedioom 
bolted from the inside, even members 
of the household do nut Know what 
shi does in the first two hours of th< 
moinmg As her bedroom is iiamni 
ed with books it can be ptcsuiiied 
sht leads writes letters and woik> 
On the speeches she has to make thit 
day She is very punctilious about 
her health and spends 1520 minutev 
looming and evening doing yctgic 
osemos The serret of her.phystt.il 
vitality and fiei>doin ftom tension in 
a tension riddc n life lies in the half 
hour m the care of her bodv The 
pa|ie(> aie brought in with morning 
<1 a jt 0 00 am 'she does nu mon 
than scan then be cdlines She has 


This extract i.s from the 
author’s forthcoming book, 
"Indira Gandhi returns" (Vi¬ 
rion Books, Rs 35), 


neither time not patience to read 
magazines and has some kind of in¬ 
hibition against reading anything 
written about herself She pic^ up 
news comment and political gn&sip 
from the bundieds of people yvho sec 
hei eveiy dav Very fiequentlv she 
has one of her secretaries read out 
important clippings to hei while she 
IS walking on hei files The one 
thing she does not like to miss is to 
ai I ango llowei ^ brought in by the 
mull Flowei airangeinent has aiwavs 
be< n her passion 

rhe* family try to be together at 
meals This is not veiv easy as their 
daily schedules ate as difteient as 
thou culinaty tastes liny manage 
to combine* both at the breakfast 
table rhcieafUi begin tha day’.> 
hreUt activities By the time Ijidiia 
(jandlii eineigcs in the fiont vciandab 
a couple of hundred people who have 
been lc*t in an* scattered about the 
lawns and under the flowering 
clioiizia in fiont ot the house Several 
bundled of he IS await their tuin out¬ 
side the gate She receives a few in 
hei spaisely futnished sitting room 
It has a couple oi sofas and four 
aimchairs One ot these m a corner 
15 a dc I p fduteuil designated as “the 
iiiadaiii s chair’'-no om* else might 
Mt in It Above ho head on the WdU 
Ls a photogiapb oi hci fatbei by 
Kat sh A long glass topped table 
beats I bowl ot flowcis and an ash 
tray riesidmg over the looni fiojn 
ibovc the fireplace is a long, re 
(tanyulai painting in green and 
white oi a vouiig boy playing the 
flute with a dove perched on his 
vhuuldiiv Ihis IS by the Mexican 
aitist Ratal, i Navarto There is a 
siiiatlei painting of GandUi and 
lagore by Jammi Roy two etching*, 
in sepia tone, one of Ambei fort and 
the other ol the tomb of Mohammed 
Fughldk by an unknown English 
artist It IS m this drawing room 
that her inner cabinet of adviser*- 
and small delegations meet her 
Between these confabulatioas she 
tomes out into the verandah to give 
darshan to the evei present throng, 
be garlanded and photographed with 
thc*m (.Vn an aveiage between 500 
and 2000 people have themselves 
photographed with her every day 
She IS said to have wistfully remark 
cd ‘ I have become one of the 
monuments of Delhi" In recent 
months bower sellers, icecream ven 
dors and chat leollofis have estabbsh 
ed themselves outside 12 Willingdon 
Crescent to rater to the rrowds that 
come to see her 

The morning ends with lunch with 
the family It is usually a doLchonwi 
lott affair served in thiuu and seldom 
eaten in one go Between the courses 
Indiia Gandhi darts in and out of the 
room to dispose oi a visitor give in 






stnictioRs to her secretary, R. K 
Dhawan, confirm or cancel engage 
monts with Naqvi. Most of Indira 
Gandhi’s diet consists of nibbling 
savouries Of Indian cuisines her 
iavouiite IS the Gujarati khachra 
She IS not segetanan but often, foi 
leasons best known to her, abstains 
fioin fish fowl and flesh for months 
on end She has no siesta and re 
sumes the tedium of receiving sisi 
tors ard disposing of files till the late 
hums of the evening The evening 
meal is usually light and European 
—ollen cooked in Itaban stylo. Visi 
tuis and meetings continue late into 
the night It is lare^ that Indiia 
(•aiidbi can switch off her bedside 
leading lamp bclore midnight Osu 
allv rt IS between 1 00 and 2 00 am— 
and not intiequently at 3 00 am 
1 have nevei met anyone who has 
(his inoimous capacity tor work as 
Iiiduati’ says K K Dhawan "Aitei 
i< tiling at 3 00 am sh£ is up by six 
iiid in the oihci at eight attending to 
till hies and toriespondinie When 
she was PM nont ol the Chict 
MinisUis and Gusciuois who accom 
panied hei on hot state visits could 
stand lh« pace she s<‘t and were e\ 
haustid 111 a (oupk of days Madam 
n* Cl AMtr hei visit they needed a 
tiw dav oil to iciovei In the 18 
V< aiI liavt been with hei I have 
n^<l known h< i complain of o\ei 
woik Sill onct told me ‘tiudncss 
In I ilati ot thi nimd, it you thud 
you aie tned, you get tiied It you 
don I think about it you msc'i tire’" 

Indiia (■andlii diivos herself to tile 
i tinost of he 1 capautv often doing 
two thiiigN at the same time While 
shi IS trading a hie she will get one 
of hr I secietarms to read out the 
lUw*- 01 biiif her on a totally un 
lilatid topic hci eyes scan the 
pimt, hci eais take in the speech, 
hr I mind roniptelicnds both She is 
a gnat sticklei ioi detail Not only 
docs she dot all the i s and cross all 
the Is III hr I speeches when she had 
to go abioad she piepared all the 
menus tut the banque Is she bad to 
give to retuin the bospitalitv ot her 
hosts 

IveMyune who has seen her is 
stiuck by the neatness of her app 
earaiue and her excellent taste m 
clothes Shr obsiously takes great 
pains with hci appcaiance iier han 
well coifleure*d ancl the distinct swathe 
ol white which luns upwards from 
the middle of her fuic'head give her 
a touch ot the legal Without has 
mg to weal a crown she looks every 
inch the 1-inprc‘ss of India She ts 
at once a most simply and most 
elegmtU drcased woman She wears 
no 111 ikr up Ol perlumr* and apart 
trim the n<ikl,Ke of brown berries 
(judiuHs/ia) wr-ars no jewellery of 
an. find Ilet saris as well as her 
Auluu) kumei'z and shawls aie made 
of roarst handspun cottons or silks 
a\ 111 ible at the Khadi Bhandars She 
him 4 s her own clothes and has ber 
slmtN md blouscN stitched under her 
own -.uprryision Most of her saris 
irt tii light pastel shades In any 
pails of wumwn gaudily attired in 
hi u( adr N and c hifions dripping with 
gold ind diamond'' Indira Gandhi 


stands out as the one dressed simply 
but m inipc'ctablc taste 

NLIKE the common lun 
of Indian pohtiaans, 
Indira Gandhi rarely talks 
about herselt or indulges 
in gossip about others 
Blit she IS not aveise to listening to 
gossip as long as she is not bi ought 
into It I lecall once making an 
adverse remark about Jatti and ask 
mg liei what made hei choose such 
a nondescript cliaiacter to be Vice 
President of India Her answer was 
a fiu/en stair I nevei again took 
(he hbeity of soliciting her views on 
anyone llei lacouiite pastime is to 
lecouni anredutos of her cat her dayi 
with hei parents and the cclebiitics 
she has im t She has few other in 
teresis She has no time to indulge 
in mu ic oi going to dance centals 
Shi novel watches television and 
only once oi twice in the year goes 
to see a mo\ le —an I nglish nevef a 
Hmcli movie 

Anothei tiiiit that inaiks Indira 
(■andhi very clifteient from other 
Indian jmlnir lany is that she measuies 
eveiv woid she sjmaks 1 xperienex* 
his taught hci nrvei to commit hei 
s« It 111 woids which might be itns 
eonstiuc'd whcni lepc'ated Iven to a 
duel I question hr i answei is nevei 
a stiaiglit ^cs’ Ol ‘No Vciy often 
the inswei i' a blank state that 
leaves om guessing the moaning It 
IS often alleged that she, who is so 
nsiiite III judging political situations 
IS i poor judge of (leuple and is 
Itan ft haccht suit m the ear and 
intiurnced by gossip Them is little 
doubt that the gitt ot passionate in 
tuition she has about situations does 
not extend to an insight into human 
chaiactei She is known to giant hei 
patronage genet ouslv to people of 
little substaiKo She has oftin no 
bcttci icason lui doing so than a 
womans reason 'I think him so 
because I think him 'o ’ 

It IS nut suipiisiiig that she has 
so often been betray c-d by people who 
claimed to be hei tnends D K 
Baruuah (oi the Indiiu is India’ fame) 
Chaiidiajit Vaclav, Karan Singh, T A 
Pdi Bi ahmananda Reddy, Rajni Patel. 
Devaiaj Urs, Romc_,h Thapar, etc 
etc Tbese experiences have made 
her beti ay al prooi She takes being 

let down in hei siiidt without show 
ing the slightest sign ni sui prise oi 
legiet “It ts in their make up," she 
e»nce said when I bi ought up the 
subject “You can’t blame them too 
much, they can’t help it.’’ Many 
people hav e wor ned their way to her 
favour exploited the jyositions to 
which they were laised, turned 
agaiiut her when it suited them and 
Si id the nastieNt of things about hci 
But when they exj>r<sssc‘a regret she 
i« accepted Ihiin <u if nothing bad 
happened lo her such humans are 
like the proverbial drops of watei on 
a duck’s back She remains unmov¬ 
ed, phleginat c and docs not even 
rais" b<‘i vui e to chide them 

It bad olt*n mystified me why so 
many men and women picked out of 
nowhere and put on the notional 
stage disowned her at times of crisis’ 
The answc t often given is that Indira 


Gandhi does not have the bumao 
warmth of the kind that her fathN , 
had, she is also said to be unusually 
suspiaous of people’s motives ana 
therefore unable to command the 
sort of loyalty that held colleaguM 
to PandK Nehru despite his quich 
and volatile temper. R K. Dhawan 
who has served both the father and 
the daughter for over 18 years 1^ 
a difteient view “Nehru took toe 
PM’s chair when he was already a 
national hen He could provide all 
the ambitious jiolitiaans and cavdl 
scivanls with jobs vacated by the 
Biitish Nehiu had no occasion to 
test the loyalties of these people 
because he never faced a real 
challenge to his leadership It WM 
diffcient for Indira By th^ tJmo *1|P 
took her fathei’s place all the posts 
had bc'pn hik'd the ambitions of 
ambitious men and women serving 
under her cxiuld not be fully realis^. 
The sense of patriotism that had 
filed Nehru’s generation had also 
vanished Many ot those that Indiraji 
laisrsl to positions of importance be¬ 
came either frusliated because they 
cxiuld not go further or succumlmd 
to ipniptatioiM and had much to hide. 
Whi never Indiraji’s position as a 
ieadei was questioned and they felt 
she might lose, they went over to 
what they felt was the winning side 
either to realise their unfulfilled 
ambitions oi to get away with their 
misdeeds " Dhawan is right If you 
go over the list of drtc^cs and ex¬ 
amine the circumstances in whidi 
they dc set Ic'd her you will see that 
one ot the two caps—unfulfilled 
ambition oi eoiiuption—fits their 
skulls 

Ihry say Nehiu was quick to tem- 
pei md was sometimes unable to 
cemtiol his Ids ot rage. But bis fits 
of tcnijiei went as soon as they came 
md hr never boie a giudge loo long 
Ihey say that Indira seldom 'uses 
hei tc nipci but once she is put off by 
a jH'isuii she never forgives him or 
he r There is little truth in this She 
sc Idoiii loses her cool and nevrsr 
I discs her voice What hei father 
did wKh angiy woids she does '^th 
a deftly administeicMl snub But like 
hei father she also does not harbour 
a grievance for too long In her 
political woik which includes collecs 
tion '>f funds for her Party she has 
alwdvs had to entiiist people wrtb the 
job and to act on her behalf. Many 
have in the prenevs lined their own 
pockets She has bornp with them 
patiintlv and then quietly reheved 
hr ni of th«' task 

However it is no l•xaggpratlon to 
sdv that Indiia’s moods have often 
mxtle and unmade the careers of 
propk about hei Shibli wrote about 
lhi> kind of awesome power to mould 
the dc stmies of the State in his lines 
to Noor fehan wife of Emperoi 
lehangir 

D' kt pf^shant^t-nazuk peh to parhtl 
(fit fftrah 

fa ice ban jaU (fit truraa t hakoomat 
pefi shtkan 

(When in displeasure wrinkles app- 
earcxl on her forehead they were 
tcan-iated into rommandments in 
tocuments of State) ■ 
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( 


I Ana lysis 

Is Mrs Gandhi as 
popular as 

people imagine? 


The answer is 'No' 


By PRAN CHOPRA 


■ . "ISUCH 1* Um* power 
of images in the 
^^■1 popular mind that 
^ they cloud reality 

and, given time, mai 
overtuin it This n 
what is happening to 
the popular view 
ol the politual 

---Jpuwei of Mrs 

(rundbi Su(h is hei ’chaiisina" that 
evety tipple that builds up m her 
tavum IS Men as a wave, and this 
tliusion call be veiy piohtahle for 
bei I’otltics u the piodurt of how 
people read to what they see, and if 
they think they see a wave then, 

given the habit of ndtng band 

wagons, they can convert a rtpple 
into a wave But reality deserves a 
second look. 

fo be suie there are some ripples 
building up 10 her iavoui Let’s 
taki threi and they wtll suffice In 
th( Imiid ut the decade ot the t970s 
and 80% any national move oi Par 
liainent which ixcludcs Mis Gandhi 
the countiv s most magnetic pohti 
cat liguii since the late 1980s ran 
onh be ubnuinial unnatural, and 
shorthvi'd As if dies as jt must, Mis 
caandhi 1 aniiirt but sail in and this l 
lust what shi has Ucn doing since 
hcT tinipdiiiv (xttusion m 19/f 
fhiN is th* lust iipple which popular 
pt'iceplion 4«cs as c wave But what 
IS ocerluokcct is lb it even today an 
ovei wilt lining ind)«nly «f the elect 
<d icpitstiualivcs ol tile people u 
inun hitttih optnised to hw and 
they It pi (Mill a si/ible iipplc* too 
The stiond npplc in hci faioui is 
rhat vaiitui bits and pieces ot the 
shatteied ship of the lieviiit I'rs 
(ongiess and a few of those whi 
diseilid the lanata ship beiaust 

ihcy tiuuight It was sinking, ait 
diittiiie tow irds hri and are being 
hmled ovei board bb her fast mo\ 
mg distioyii But at this point il 
lusion tskes wyc'f ^ome peopk see 
tin cU trsyti as a growing armada 


wluch will soon become inyinribie 
But here again the reality is foi 
the time being at anv rote rather 
dillerem Nearly all those who de 
seitfd thi laiidta ship lor whatever 
reason thi v might have done so 
including those who left because ot 
temptations put in then way by her 
ire il anything even more bitterly 
opposed to be I than thev used to be 
Icicn Mr Hat Narain has nut been 
lately seen in tbt court of Mr 
Siiiiay (landhi) And as toi the old 
SS Congress, the only paiis of it that 
wiic worth anything have not only 
refused to drift towards her but are 
building up alliances against bet 
whose powei should not he under 
estimated especially m Karnataka 
and Maharashtra At the centre too, 
those who were toiincily close col 
h'agues of Mt Swaran Singh aic 
spearheading a move that all non 
Congress (1) forces, including Janata 
and the Lok Dai should tally against 
her instead of hgbting among them 
selves 


This tan block the second ripple 
before It builds up into a wave in 
her favour bi the bouth it can 
mean that at least in Karnataka and 
pussiblv also in Tamil Nadu (and in 
Miharashtia among the Western 
Stai< SI she will not dP as well as she 
did in 1977 With the help of Mr Urs 
met Anna DMK in the North she 
(onid lose some ot the advantage 



she would have if the triangular 
tight between the three mam Parties 
umained absolutely unrestrained 
She IS certain to make a remark 
iblc iccovciy in the North fiom 
where she was (at almost zero level) 
in 1977 But it might not be enough 
to compensate hci for hei probable 
decline in the South and yet carry 
hci to anywhere near a majority in 
the new lok Sabba 

Ih( third Iipple m her favour the 
one most talked about is more oi 
an illusion than ertber of the other 
two It IS being earned forward 
inaiiil} by two things two opinion 
polls espeaally the Qpe published in 
inclto Fodav, and gossip among the 
uiban middle classes who have a 
dispicipoi-tiondtr decibel value But 
both these waves evoke sccptii ism 
and (ill fui care 

It IS d tribute to the standing at 
t nni cl by /neba 1 oday in the shot t 
period thst It has been around and 
of louise it IS a tribute to Mrs 
(iindlii that the poll published by 
111 ! Ill icazinc d veiy flattering one 
lot Mis Gandhi was so uncritically 
lucptccl by so many when its first 
instalment appealed at the end of 
August tspccidlly so accepted was 
Its single most conspicuous fact’ 
hdt 18'< of the uiban people polled 
111 this suivry lavouied Mis Gandhi 
as ITiinc Muirtci agdin^^t only IB% 
toi Ml Desai and 14'A toi Mi Tagji 
van Kdin These figures weie ac 
(eptccl as statistical confirmation of 
a daz/ling leality But the text of 
the suiMv belies the 48% figure dis 
played in the giapbics 
According to the text the figure 
in her favoui should have been only 
about 15% The text exolains that 
out of thc.se surveyed in me urban 
sample, 55% said “No” to Mr 
Charan Singh as PM, 29% said 
‘ \es and 16% were undeaded 
IhoM who dnl approve of Mi 
Charan Singh’ that is the 29% of 
the total were yiven five name 
\ B Chdvan Moraiji De.sdi Indira 
Gandhi lagjivan Ram and A B 
Vajpayee and asked to pick them 
fasuuiite candidate for prcmieiship 
Out ol them 48*^ or less than half 
that IS less than half of less than 
one third or Ic ss than 1S% of the 
tital urban sample - lavouied Mrs 
Gandhi as Prime Ministei But this 
was publishcHl and widely accepted 
as 48'n of the total urban sample 
a case of daule making an illusion 
a reality 

But 15% IS an abaurdlv low figure 
So one warted foi India Today or 
the Indian Marketing Research 
Bureau of Bombay which had con 
due'ed the suivey to correct thi> 
monstrousiy low figure They did so 
ID the next issue of the magazine 
Without specthcall) correcting the 
previous error they said the question 
.itoout the five was only put to “per 
sons disapproving of Charan Singh’ 
But that would also mean 48% of 





55%. because the 16% “don’t 
knows” cannot be couhted as “dis¬ 
approving” Charan Singh That 
makes it just 26% 

But commonsense suggests that 
even 26% is a low figure for sup- 
port for Mrs Gandhi, especially for 
urban support. So one looks with 
interest at a further calculation by 
the survey. It combines the “No” 
and “Don’t know” figures for Charan 
Singh, divides them by the “Yes” 
figures for Mrs Gandhi, and gives 
the resuKant as the final “Yes” 
figure for Mrs Gandhi, whidi it 
works out as 34 per cent among 
urban voters and 37 per cent 
among rural. 

By themselves. 1 would find these 
figures to be far more realistic than 
the whopping 48% the survey first 
embedded among receptive minds 
But the process by which the survey 
arrives at them is rather impeneti- 
able. 1 had not previously known 
that the “No” and “Don’t know” 
figures for one person could be con¬ 
verted into “Yes” figures for an¬ 
other! One IS further confounded 
by the survey’s resultant finding 
(hat Mrs Gandhi is ahead of Mr 
Charan Singh among rural voters, 
and among uiban voters Mr Charan 
Singh i.<i only hve percentage points 
bcnind Mrs Gandhi This sort of 
thing does not enhance the prestige 
oi polling techniques. 

But even a 54% to 37% figure, 
however arrived at, (and quite hi' 
lievable as I said) is high enough to 
explain why it so greatly ma^ifies 
the reahty and creates an illusion of 
her invmcibility. It leprescnts an 
enormous shift in her favout since 
1977, and precisely at those levels, 
that is among the more educated 
and articulate, where opinion travels 
much faster and further, espcc’ ill) 
in urban and semi-urban areas 
Even in the March 1977 elections 
Mrs Gandhi polled almost 35'A of 
the total vote But at that time her 
Party’s traditional support among 
the harijans and other weakci sc» 
tions Vvas still more or less ml act 
Mr Jagiivan Ram had left her Partv 
but h^ not taken away many ban- 

C votes with him because he neithti 
the aura -of a man who could 
become the first harijan Prime 
Minister nor the halo In the eyes of 
the banyan voters of a man who had 
been denied bis rightful chance be 
cause he was a harijan Also at 
that time much of the traditional 
Muslim support had broken away 
from hei. and so had support among 
the educated middle classes There 
fore most of the 35% vote she got 
in 1977 must have come fioni han- 
jans, who are about 20% of the elec 
tor.ite, and generally from other 
weaker sections—and these are 
voters who do not vote with tbcir 
tongues. 

Now her support base is exactly 
the reverse. A substantial section ol 
the harijans hgve broken away, and 
only a section ot the Muslims have 
gone back to her. Tliereforc a very 
large part of tbc support India io 
day shows for her roust be attnbut 
ed to the middle and upper classes, 


especially urban. Since tbeir over¬ 
all numbers are small, the shift 
among them must have b^n massive 
to lift the total support to this level 
with the help of support from other 
sections. But what the middle and 
upper middle classes lack in num¬ 
bers they, especially the urban 
classes, make up with the high visi¬ 
bility and higher decibels of their 
opinions. A good part of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s high image is due to this fac¬ 
tor 

But quite apart from the accuracy 
or otherwise of various estimates of 
her personal popularity, their relev¬ 
ance to the probable outcome of the 
impending elections is another 
inattei again If this were going to 
b<‘ d presidential election, then the 
(ler.sonal popularitv of the rival can¬ 
didates could be decisive, and esti¬ 
mates of it, if accurate, could be 
very i'<-Ievani. But this is going to 
be d pailiamcntdry election, m which 
two other factors count for at 
least as much Une is the Party, 
and the othei the candidate in the 
constituency The personal popu 
larity of a Patty's leadei docs sot go 
very far if the Paity’s image i» bad, 
or its organisation is weal, or it can¬ 
not lay hands on good candidates 
whom their constHuencies can res¬ 
pect Ol who harmonise well with the 
demographic, social and economic 
rhdtalter of the constituency. 

These die factors over which Mrs 
idndhi has less control than many 


other Parties. To take duty an hji- 
treroe example to illustrate the poiiM; 
more clearly: In any all-India pop» 
larity poll, Mr Namboodiripad would 
figuie nowhere in comparison with 
Mrs Gandhi. Yet in Its own areas 
of .strength the CPM is much better 
off in all these respects than the 
Congress (B over the country as a 
whole or any large parts of it. 

Perhaps a more relevant point 
that needs to be made is that while 
the various opinion spoils can find 
only one leader in the Congress-I 
who IS worth fielding in a contest of 
populanty, they find four or five in 
the idnata Party. In a very detailed 
and more precise poll conducted by 
the more experienoed Indian Insti¬ 
tute oi Pubbe Opinion, only Mrs 
Gandhi was fielded for the Congress 
(h but four leaders, Mr DesaiiMr 
Jagjivan Ram, Mr Vajpayee and Mi 
Chandrashokhar for the Janata 
Party. None of these leaders came 
up to her popularity rating, but each 
in his own region or community 
could possibly be more popular than 
her and better able than her to mus¬ 
ter the local vote with the help ot 
a much more organised Party. 
Therefore it is interesting that their 
combined popularitv i a ting was 
7101 e than one and a half times Mrs 
G.mdhi’s and I doubt whethei the 
addition ot Mr Stephen’s popularitv 
ot ,Mi Antulav’s or Mr Buta Singh’s 
would much boost the Congress (T) 
total ■ 
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Commentary _ 

lOnce bitten... 


n- the nigbl of 
autboiitiirian rule 
dettendA once more 
oil India, and san 
jay Uandhi’i gaoA i'* 
to return to bafdar- 
jung Koad as de 
facto rulers ui a 
great nation which 

_ Ueaei vi» better, 

it u> heartening to see that 
the Press, at least, has not y«t 
started cringing in anticipation of it. 
(That may come, later). The humIu'i 
magisterially expressed revulsion at 
the squalid disclosures of the Maruti 
Rewn, for instance, was in welcome 
and dignified contrast to the supine 
posture which that paper adopted, 
to its great disgrace, Mtween 197S 
and 1977. For those were the days 
of Press servility and obeisance to 
tyranny which, with distinguished 
but few exoepuons, made censorship 
and supervision largely redundant. 
There was no need for gags and 
blindfolds. For Press voices and 
pens were stilled less by repression 
than by cowardice — a form of self- 
sterilization — and men shut their 
eyes and held their tongues (or, 
worse, said what they were expected 
to say), with little or no prompting. 
So that when The Umdu, once a 
bastion of caution, equivocation and 
conservative support for the status 

S io — any status quo now de¬ 
arcs that the ‘prima fade evidence 
of illegality ano gross impropriety’ 
and of ‘fraud and coerdon’ in the 
Maruti affair, are 'certainly suffi- 
dent, under conditions of genuine 
parliamentary democracy’, to keep 
son and mother out of public affairs 
for life’, the forthrightness and tren¬ 
chancy of such fearless editorial 
opinion (tabcUier one agrees with it 
or not J is to be welcomed, for rea¬ 
sons which 1 will go into m a 
moment. 

The same can be said, for exam¬ 
ple, of K. R. Sunder Raian's view, 
forcefully expressed in the Hmdus- 
tan Times, of Mrs. Gandhi’s ‘sordid’ 
role and 'fraudulent politics' in bring¬ 
ing down the Charan Singh Minis¬ 
try; or of Nihal Singh's opinion, pub- 
tlabed in The SUstesman, of Mrs. 
Gandhi’s ‘ruttalessness’ and her ‘sub- 
version of the Constitution* in the 
Emerffiino period, and of the ‘glori¬ 
ous election’ of 1977, which threw 
her out 'lock, stock and barrel’. 
Even a leader m the latter paper 
has recently spoken of her ‘cynical 
exploitation oi the current political 
conditions in India to rehabilitate 
her dynastic claims to power. How 
long such courage and frankness 
will last is nut the immediate issue, 
even though such bravery may not 
sinvuc long if the ode turns. But 
th» importance of The Hmdu edi¬ 
torial I bavT quoted cannot be 
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denigrated by simply arguing that 
such bold opinions are themselves 
‘caretaker truths’, which reflect no¬ 
thing more than the views of the 
Government which h^pens, for the 
time being, to be in tmee in Delhi. 

For one of the bulwarks against 
the possibility of another crude (or 
subtle) attempt to eliminate India’s 
basic freedoms will be a courageous 
and fearless Press. Last time, there 
wa.t. in general, no such thing. Ins¬ 
tead, at a time when politicians, 
magistrates, administrators and aca¬ 
demics were falling oiier e^ich other 
in their enthusiasm to surrender 
their own dignities and freedoms, the 
Indian Press too abandoned all com¬ 
mitment to the truth, and painted 
the leprous face of the Emergency in 
glowing colours. Editors there were, 
of course, who stood their ground 
and preferred imprisonment or clo¬ 
sure to Ministry of Information 
handouts and lying. But they were 
few and far between. Now, all well- 
wishers of India must hope — with¬ 
out complete confidence in the 
omens — that journalists have learn¬ 
ed their lessons from that bitter 
period, as the question of censorship 


Predictions | 

AMHITALAL DBY is a young 
astrologer from Calcutta, and he 
has these forecasts to offer our 
readers. 

1. If the Lok Sabha elections 
are held in December 1979 or 
' January 1960, no Party will be able 
10 secure an absolute majority. 

2 Tlic possibility of the Janata 
Party emerging as the major Party 
IS bright. . . 

3. Congress (I) will be the next 
largest Party.. 

4. Under no circumstances can 
Mrs fadira Gandhi and her son Mr 
Sanjay Gandhi come to power 
before February 10, 1981, 

5. The prospects of the Janata 
Party forming a Government in 
coalition either with Congress (f) 
or with Congress (U) are bngbt. 

6 The new Ckiotrai Govern¬ 
ment will face a lot of trouble 
between March and July, 1980, 

7. President Reddy will have to 
relinquish bis office before com- 

**'B'.”\'^**LokSaWi8 election will 
see a reducUoa in the number of 
scats held by the CPUM), however 
bright be itt present prospect. 

9 During the ewetiOBS there 
will be tremendous violence 
throughout the country. ^ 

10. ne chances of Babu Jagp- 
van Ram becoming the next Prime 
Minister of India are very high. 



(and even the revival the dlMre- 
dited Samaehar) once again becomes 
a subject for idle speculation kt 
India. 

Moreover, it is difficult to over¬ 
state the role of the Press, particular¬ 
ly in regard to Mrs Gandhi and her 
entourage, who more than most 
have good reason to fear anyone’s 
uniM'oken will to tell the truth, come 
what may and at whatever cost. For 
populist rhetoric, propaganda and 
deceit (in India, and not only in 
India) are key factors in the-build¬ 
ing of a political ‘image’, or the 
launching of an electoral ‘weve’, both 
of which depend heavily on the 
Press. And though in the last ana¬ 
lysis it is only the people who can 
thwart the ambitions of a tyrant, an 
unbribeable Press which refuses to 
sully its pages with The Big Political 
Lie for shmt-term favours, will al¬ 
ways present a crucial ob^acle to 
the renewed subversion of India’s 
political freedcmis, such as they are. 
The cynic will of course argue that 
since India’s political system is 
wholly corrupt and all its politicians 
incorrigibly venial — and the Press 
likewise — this argument is itself 
founded on a false premise. 

I myself think not — and am re¬ 
garded as gullible by those who think 
they know better — even though the 
stoutest-hearted defender of the dig¬ 
nity of the people must be sicken^ 
by the humiliating political condi¬ 
tion ot today’s India. And not least 
among the reasons for a tentative 
renewal oi hopeful expectation is 
that, despite opportunist defections 
jiiiung the politicians which would 
make the gods ot India blush with 
shame, the tone of censure and reo 
iitude which 1 have singled out from 
the pages of The Hindu (among other 
papers) suggests that the Press may 
not prove to be quite so pliant an 
instrument in the hands of political 
hoodlums as it was la.st time. Fur¬ 
thermore. I am also certain that the 
toreign Press — so crudely handled 
by the illiterate thugs who were 
made responsible for news manage¬ 
ment during the Emergency regime 
— will prove even more redoubtable 
iocs of censorship and suppression of 
information than they did last time, 
should the occasion arise. Indeed it 
was one of the unexpectedly positive 
side-effects of colonialism that Mrs 
Gandhi should have been so obvious¬ 
ly sensitive to criticism in the Bri¬ 
tish Press, whose animosity — it 
might be argued — was one among 
several factors which provoked the 
decision to bold the 1977 elections. 

Of course it is also true that fami¬ 
liar fascistic arguments about ’order’, 
‘leadership’, and ‘trains running on 
time’ can be heard in India and read 
in the Indian Press, as the election 
draws closer. No doubt there may 
be senior Press editors fondly groom¬ 
ing themselves in front of the mir¬ 
ror to take over Somachar, or who 
look forward to helping to sign the 
detention warrants at 1, Safdarjung 
Road of their fellow-journalists, as 
happen^ last time. No doubt, like¬ 
wise, there are judges and professors 
and dvil servants who look forward 


i»,«reeeMM!tit tmt ttelr won biMteat 
o6lteagues. as the reward fw 
phancv a moral sell-out The 
role of a bribed vice-chancellor, or a 
bought editor, or a corrupted duef 
justice, IS, after all, no more diffi¬ 
cult and no less pleasurable to ful- 
111 than being a kept woman 
What matters if the rewards be short¬ 
lived* For you will have had your 
brief moment m the sun of favour 
or office, and you will have bad ^e 
even greater pleasure of seeing men 
of finer scruples (and usually grea¬ 
ter talents) lose their places and 
even their freedom, as the price of 
their foolish ideals and their lack 
of worldly wisdom The trouble is 
that for one Shah or Khanna, there 
will always be twenty of the others, 
for one truthful man twenty liars 
Thus It IS that when there are jobs 
lor sale — particularly in the ‘kam- 
ed’ professions of the intelligentsia, 
all the world over — there are so 
many buyers However shoddy and 
shop-soiled the goods, there will 
always be ready money for their 
purchase, provided that the shop¬ 
keeper's smiles are winmng; and 
especiallv if the shopkeeper’s son 
stands by with his loth* at the ready 
Yet I have the feeling — and 1 
hope T am not proved wrong — that 
tbcK may not be quite so many 
pimps and whoremongers around this 
timt to run the blackmarket trade 
in India’s lost freedoms Of course, 
I (heerfully concede that a man who 
h<is been humiliated and exploited 
onto, and has betrayed whatever 
pnnciples he possesses, may still 
tome back for further humiliation, 
having learned nothing After all. 
rt IS no more puzzhng than that a 
dog will return time and time again 
to its own vomit, and seems not to 
be in the least daunted But we 
must nut judge the conduct of our 
fellows by any absolute standard, 
esp(>iially one which we could not 
ki‘( p oui stives We have never had 
a Samachar in Britain (yet) — 
*bough we too have our share of 
corrupt judges, professors and dvil 
servants — so there is no knowing 
how rnglisb scribe* would react, my¬ 
self included, to a combination it 
bribes and terror. 

For the time being however, there 
aic dear signs of a certain lortitud* 
at b<>sl and a dignified wanness at 
hast, m the piesenlation of the poll 
tital news in India It is to be hoped 
that the maxim onto bitten, twite 
shy will delend the Indian people 
not nicrclv from a second round of 
Emergency excesses, but from the 
equal exi esses of a Press which 
looked the other way and saw no 
(Xkil, heard no evil, and spoke no 
evil between June 1915 and March 
1977 Jhe Hmdu editorial was, for 
me, a pointer, only a pointer, but a 
pionter nevertheless, which may pro 
teot India from itself, if the moment 
of decision and the moment of truth 
should rome again for the editors of 
Ike Hmdu. and all their colleagues 
now working for the tree Press of 
India 


The State of the Parties 


The Janata's Gujarati 
farmers 



J A Y A Prakash 
Chowk, Abmeda 
bad. September 18,8 
pm. An ekction 
meeting is in pro 

S ress. Seated on the 
ais are Chandra 
sbekhar, Indubhai 
Patel, president of 
the State Janata 
Party, Vallabbbhai Patel, leader of 
the farmers’ lobby and vice president 
of the State Janata unit and Ramlal 
Pankh The speeches are over and 
a vote of thanks is being proposed 
Suddenly, from the left of the dais a 
group of 30 to 40 youths, RSS ele¬ 
ments. atarr raising slogans and 
denounang Vallabhbbai for bis anti 
RSS stance and call tor hts oustei 
from the Janata Party Vallabbbhai is 
immediately escorted to a waitmg car 
and whisked away Indubhai tries to 
placate the youth but be is man 
Dandled Another section oi the 
demonstrators gives ebase to Ramlal 
Pankh and pushes bun around Lvtn 



t 


The voter 


UHANRAJ YAtJAV 4‘) .i ttnaiil 
farmer in Sinha (Arrahj Uihar 
has decided to voU loi the Con 
grpss(l) He says Wc an 
pool people The Janata (iOv« rn 
ment did not do anything lor u< 
We thought u would That is whv 
we voted for that I’aity Now 1 
lind that then iv no other alui 
native few me but to votr fo 
Indira Gandhi That is why 1 
have decided to vote for hti I’d 
haps she will help us MeUerigai 
he ihakkt me peev pot hum log 
'"nils grinding poverty is proving 
disastrous for usj Maylu oui 
condition will improve once she 
liccomes the Prime Ministei * 



Chaiidrashekhar is not spared He is 
giieraocd and jostkd but is lemovpd 
to safety by some Party woikcrs In 
dubhai and Ramlal Pankh are kft to 
face the music 

Though none oi the politicians in¬ 
volved wasf seriously hurt, this in- 
adent illustrates the growing differ 
ences and tensions in Gujarat between 
the Jana Sangh faction oi the Janata 
Party on the one hand and the Con¬ 
gress (0) and the farmers’ lobby on 
the other VaUabfabhai immediately 
capitalised on the situation by claim¬ 
ing that it was an attempt at killing 
him for bis anti HbS stance He said 
that the attack was well planned and 
“most oi the young men looked like 
pahetteani” 

The members of the eistwhile Jana 
Sangh It seems, aie now on the los¬ 
ing end of inlra Party struggle in the 
State Janata unit With Babubhai 
Patel’s (and the Janata Iiont's) re¬ 
turn to powei in 1977, the Jana Saugli 
faction in the Janata Party had been 
in a tairly comiortable position as 



IIAKA SI N j voiiiig executive in 
Allieel lie sms and (tiemieal 1 tel 
says Ihire is not iniich to 
e lioos, lioin this tiiiic It’s a choicv 
bt‘twc‘i n the devil and the deep 
s( a He side' it s a light lie twe-en 
pi I soiialitii s and not ide olcigiO', 

I he lanala wKh it-. KSS links and 
liiiln I (.ancihi with he i uiilhonta 
iiiiiisrn aie lutret out Ihough 
( h.iraii Singh proved to he polili 
( illv unsrrupiilous by lieeoinmp 
thr Prime Ministe i In irreptin, 
the support of the ( ongre (I) at 
least he is not a dishrint st man 
personally If this is alj the choice 
that I have then maybe I’ll vote 
for the Lok TJal’’ 


DAVID SELBOURNE, London 






Cbtef MiuiMer nfuaed to teke 
tiwmbert tit the farmen’ loMqr into 
hie cabinet But witt tte growing 
aUoagth the RSS and the Jana. 
Saagb taction in Gujarat and Saura- 
aMra, the Congreas (0) faction re- 
ahaed that the alienate of tte 
farmert’ lobby had been to their own 
disadvantage. They fek that the 
Jana Sangh faction might demand an 
. Mual share of tickets in the Assemb- 
qr elections. Prompt^ in April this 
year all differences between the 
Coogren (0) faction and the farmers’ 
lobby were patdied up. Indubbai 
opened the talks and Vallabhbhai 
was made the vice-president of the 
State Janata Party. 


The members of the erstwhile Jana 
Sangh obviously opposed this move 
but events in Delhi prevented them 
from flexing their muscle. Having 
stood by Mr Desai, the Jana Sanghis 
naturaliy expected the support of his 
followers in Gujarat But support 
was not forthcoming from the Con¬ 
gress (O) faction. While VaUabbbbat 
clamour^ for the resignation of all 
Ministers with RSS links and aUeged 
that imme conservancy workers in 
Morvi were dressed up in RSS uni¬ 
forms, the Congress (0) leadership, 
kept quiet 

Though the Congress ^0) leadership 
has not come out against the Jana 
Sangh bloc, it is a weU-known fact in 


Spot report 




Assam's 'Bangladeshis' 



WITH a mid-term 
Parliamentary poll 
in the offing, the 
Brahmaputra Valley 
which is mainly 
Assam, is astir on 
the issue of the "for¬ 
eign nationals”. 
There is a widc.>- 
pread demand that no 
f»i'eigiM.‘r.s .thuuld be cnIistedL as 
voters for the ensuing poR, whih- 
the names ot foreign naUonats 
figuring ill the ck'doral rolls of 1977 
should be di upped from the revised 
lists. This demand is, however, not 
new. Foreign nationals — particu¬ 
larly Bangladrshis — the demand 
says, should be identified and de 
ported, su that Assam does not 
share the tatc of Tripura where 
Bengali migrants now predominate 
the local pupuiatton. 

I'hi- All-Assam Students’ Union 
and some other local organisations 
like the Piirbauehaliya Loka Pari- 
shad diT siH‘arheadiiig the current 
demand. They want tlic ensuing poll 
to b)' postponed in Assam pending 
deportation of all lureigmrrs. The 
As.saMi brant'll ol the Viswa Hindu 
Piinshail has warned the Ivlectiuii 
Omuiiission that the lark Sabha poll 
mav be buytotted in the State. The 
.Mate Janata Party, on the other 
hand. docs nut iavour either 
l«OKt|M)ncnicnt of the jpoU or hoyooti- 
ing it. but is determined, according 
to .some of its leaders, not to allow 
anv foreign nationals to participate 
in tiK' poll. 

i’oi um‘ rhing. no political Party 
in Assam, it appears, desires that 
the Slate should harbour any 
loreiKii tialtuAai. This has already 
bt'en in.-ide amplv clear by Congres-s, 
rongres.v(I) and the leftist Parties. 
Blit none of these Parties v ' in fav¬ 
our of allowing the police to arM- 
trarily deport a "suspected foreign¬ 
er" without referring the caae to 
env ot the sub-divisional level tpe- 
t'fal tribunals 

Th«‘ stand laken by the pneaent, 
Stale Ckrvemment. headed by Mr 


Jogendra Nath Hazarika of the 
Amm Janata Dal, seems to be ap¬ 
preciated by the non-Janata Parties. 
The State Government’s stand, how¬ 
ever, corresponds to the latest direc¬ 
tives issued by the Election Com¬ 
mission and is as follows: After the 
draft' electoral roR is published, 
claims and objections can be filed 


Ahmedabad that VaUahhb&ai and 
fnduUiai are dose associates. Besides, 
Indubhai is equally bitter about the 
Jana Sanghis, though not as vocal. 
This has Ted the Jana Sangh faction 
to believe that the erstwhile Conipess 
(0) and the fanners’ lobby nave 
chalked out a strategy against them. 
And this dispute is not likely to end 
till a dedsion at the national level, 
banning dual membership, is taken. 
In the meanwhile, the different fac¬ 
tions within the Gujarat Janata Party 
have to tolerate each other, if only 
for their own survival. 


TUSHAR BHATT 

with the election officers till Octo¬ 
ber 27 and. following disposal of 
these claims and objections, the 
final list of voters will be published 
on .November 7; those claims and 
objections, which cannot be di.sposcd 
of within the time available. will 
be taken up after the poll is over; 
and the question of citizenship of 
any voter, who is suspected to be a 
foreigner, sliall be placed before a 
Special Tribunal for disposal Be¬ 
fore taking this stand, the State 
Government sent its chief secretary 
to the chief election commissioner, 
Mr S. L. Saklidcr, for consultation. 
Tt also consulted comiietent legal 
opinion. which as.serted that the 


HAIR-RAZING VOW ! 



The antics of I. S. Johar, comedian and self-proclaimed antagonist of Raj 
Nararn. may or may not be serving Ute cause of clean politics, but they 
are certamly succeeding in getting Johar pubtietty. When Mr fUn JVorajn 
chooses to respond to Mr Johar^s provocations, things pet quine mter- 
esting. in Bombay when newsmen first informed Raf Nararn of Johor's 
mlention to canted against him, Raj Naram’s reaction was: “Who is 
she 7” Among other thmps Johor has done in hw efforts to ridicule Ro} 
Nararn. he conducted a Press conference in Dethi fit which he produced 
20 "Raj Naraitts”. Johar is knoum for getting pale imitalions of super 
stars to act in his films; he was trymg the same lactic in politics. The 
first time, this ch-ew cheers. The next day Johar addreesed a public 
meeting. A reasonable crowd of officegoers came to watch hfc off-screen 
prrformance. When all he could do was repeat the 20 Raj Narains on 
the dais, the crowd was dieappointed. Then something fascinalmg hap 
pened. A bond of esouichs op penred from nowhere, and began clapping 
and singing, and Johor's meemp broke up fit confusion, Imvfitg Johar 
angry and frustrated. In Vie above picture. Johar ie having hk armpits 
thoiW"7 will not let a single hair grow tender my armpits HU J shave 
Rat Noroin off the ptAUkcal scene,” Johar has said. Johar seems destined 
to have rerp deon armpUs. 
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VVfien I buy || cicjarelte I expect 
a taste th*t goes beyond the rest. 

This cigarette has all the taste, 

■ ill tlie way — and the v\'ay is Kmgsize. -i 

I in sure of my own style — and this is it. 

Four Square. Kmosi/e " y.;; 

FOUR SQUARE KINGS 

AH the taste, all thenwy 

tndias largest selling kingsizaliiter cigarettes 


-TATiaORY VVARMiMG CliSAidilf SMOKUfG )I 


aaomnr maum mom umitcd 


Rs. 4/40 for 20 (Local Thxes Extra) 
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Lok Sabha poll in Assam oottM not 
be postponed exrlu&ivelv 
The Janata Party, which fought 
the iait i.i>k Sabha elections on the 
basis of the 1977 ek>rtoraI rolls 
now apprehends that many Bangid 
deshts sneaked into Assam after that 
date and managed to enlist them 
selves as voters In 1977 and that 
those among them who have attain 
ed the voting age m the meantime 
must also be trying to get then 
names enlisted in the elcrtoral rolls 
Indeed, only a few days before his 
eeaignation the Janata Chief Minis 
ter of Assam Mr (lolap Boibora 
had appealed to the students to (o 
operate with the enumerators to 
ensure that no foreign national could 
enter his nann* in the voters lists 
The migration of people into 
Assam from Bangladesh is howevM 
not a new phenomenon It rereived 


an impetus doling tiw MqgBin 
f^eague’s rule in Assam, i«adied a 
peak after Partition and has been 
continuing ever since. The region’s 
boundary is not well guarded An** 
though the middle class Hindu nu- 
grants from Bangladesh have hardly 
ever been welcomed in the Brahma 
piitra Valley till recently, there was. 
a tendency to accept immigrant 
Muslims 

TIk: staiting point of the current 
agitation was the Mangaldoi conab- 
tuencv of the Lok Sabha, where a 
bv-election (now redundant) was due 
following the death of Mr Hiralal, 
Patwari (Janata) last Mardu It ap¬ 
peared doubtful if the Janata ocmU 
retain the Mangaldoi aeat An 
attempt was made to ensure t^t 
the names of “foreign nationals” — 
mostly Bengali Muslims as was 
evident from the case of Mangaldoi 


-^abo mii^t have voted la 19TT. 
worn not indbided in the revirnd 
electoral rolls for that cmutituency 
Hie State Govemiaen^s stand only en- 
conraged the local enumerators and 
poBoemen to detect “foreign nation 
als” and deport them indiscriminate 
ly. Some of the non-Janata pobtical 
Parties — the two Congresses, both 
the Oimmunist Parties and the 
RCPI, m particular — whidi survey¬ 
ed the situation m the constituency, 
later said that out of the 5,60,014 
names in the 1977 voters' list, more 
than 45,000 were struck off And 
allegediv, many of the arbitral ily 
defranchised people, Bengah Hindus 
tad Muslims and Nepahs, had actu¬ 
ally been bom and brought up in 
Assam 

PRADEEP DASGUPTA 


RSS shows its colours 


n, gt MAS pm, 
AmhMMdor ctef^mg 

and ChHhKih 
„ to teke A tKCR to 
^ tt Wig hMdtat 
SdwnI titan Mmn fo^ 
indillit gMWdMn af Wwt 
nj Md oenvMMi g mMnng 
pu the forth- 




taw ttoi bdfifhp Uguyc. SnSdee* 
hr. gt the hew le t ersectton, miae 
>■*•*« ..Pd eiwii . eejwjW. from 
goMW dm grewd ef pedeMMas* 
tm iterteS weving Ueoh Amis 

s 

gad gggw of the dameestrators 
•teftod faerlfaw stones at the lar. 
Seaie esee maaigged to dUitiib on 

a of dw bonnet and Stertad danc- 
They then pnoaeded to 
MMgthe deonertbe cW end 
ihswer blrnm ws its occspeaie. 

Tbe daawashretor* angrniitly 
were ttMlBr the imppesww that 
Medhn Ltaoaye wes eae «f the 
eecgeenta for thw aterted dient' 
taw IkmOnn deg lladhu Ubmk 
go hedk”. Bat ferteaalely nur 
Sir Ltaneye, be hod reidigd the 
dea Hn ettoa. soreoiMmiaML R wes 
Mr Kerpenri Theknr whe wes at 
the reflehrlnf end Evea Mi 
Thaluir would have nacsped un¬ 
hurt bed it not heeu far the pie 
eenoe pf Mr Snreswer Outte, a 
tonal ^advecate and a fimOtaur 
ton. wM waa ipotM wMi Mr 
Tbakue Itt tbe car. 

_At ghpM the aeme time when 

Bebl Baa arrived gt the aame 
from esotiHir directtom aeeJng 
what wee beppeuing and tensing 


nat a wmneT ah 


tmiMe. ha taunged the qfr nreuad 
ami u^ Ua way wEh^ e few 

■ttoy ‘ . * 

and 1 ' 

u^ the haMHmaa 
med with Mr Thalnir, . 
tta» wgg paid to itohi Egg. 

The franw huted fer MmA M 
mtaratet. m the wiivri ef ifii 
HnwnM W,Jtx Swerup 
See. He nuhed to the toot ml 
1 ^^ a^m eamge tmihe^to Hto 

from Qte Vmtert' BidldingB. me 
Stale headquarters, that thnie waa 

jlmublTl^^hlit e^SSUS 
he reoKved the nuiiwaa 
Bla bllicn was very <Awe to ub 

this to happeniiw 
deor-atona. 1 muit 

reported to have . 

ea he unmered to pnioaMi to tfsa 
scene. The unffomed jMEceuMU, 
a jsep^ of tdimri. 

M itm WimM 

8 S aar 5 /^^^ 

^ d em uHgtrehwe.__ 

Sv-.S» 

hia timpgrt ur i^atad the 
Xarticwri wMi Aamawaf* * 

S g e awnnd a f Oupth, 
mayor «f (^teiitta, ea 

cade 1 ^ End dwdter ia~ 
cipal fodowu luat acreui 
fMbw the vnouc of the 
The guardt at toe 
tocfcad the gatog 
the da mo u a t to tora at * 
to the gedowe. Ito 


the 



aid. Fiaany, he made it to 
uwetlng at 12.45 am. 

Sterpoori deacribed the incident 

t eae pnaaed and executed by 
ESS, "ney waated to kill 
" he aaterted. la his identi- 
of the demoastrators, 
^— Thakur waa not wrong., 
fwi gfl the anven peraons arrested 
Iw m pdlloe fat conaacUoa with 
tow mddent, arc known RSS 
ggBg M itt of the area. The strength 
of ton duntoastrators, whose toad- 
as it fm v** 
petto trader and 
acnvto^ w» not 

Banaal la non- 
#«~toir«^bhSXa Saagh 
MS toeiMr Inga wiQ la the awn- 
iMlne the hast parfomigBoe H 
~ up WM^.toe 1652 

»wHin«i« pawn it wou 
T& M euttrae waa 
^ r to Dr ShymM toraagd 
niiee'a toartomta ind hto 

I lOIIMifMML ipM tiMa 

ihtoer Mhiwiata ft «maia 
" ql ^ toMA 1 

& mentor of^ the 
toto tbe Jmetu Phny. 

I M the EM fat Wtot 
haa r genr -fa the hat 
-J l^ftoShw setup 
MS raakhea. 

Mr.® 
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Notes _ 

I N early July 1 was in Pakistan 
and with regulai monotonv 
General Ziaui Hatt. dictator in 
chief of Pakistan, was promising 
elections on November 17 It was 
the month of Ranuan then days 
of fasting and prayer, a holy 
month, and this leader who wants 
to make Pakistan into a model 
Islamic soaety kept tclhng hes 
even during Ramzan, by pronus 
mg free and fan elections in No¬ 
vember 

In Delhi the unstable Govern 
ment of Chaudhuiy Charan Singh 
had taken over and the Pakistani 
cynics were nght when they sui 
that elections would bi held m 
India before Pakistan was allowed 
to indulge m that luxury The 
reason was ^^s simple as it wa« 
dramatic m any election the 
Pakistan People’s Party would 
sweep the polls from Khyber to 
Karachi And surely the first 
priority of the new Government 
would be to lake the generals to 
task for the crimes they had aim 
mitted upon their country dimes 
whicii fai out^adowed any that 
Bhutto may have pei petrated Zia 
tried to slop the PPP fiom con 
testing the polls in a hundrtd 
difierent wavs bv peisecution, by 
subterfuge, finally bv banning the 
Party When the last happened, 
prospective PPP candidates simply 
changed their label, and applied 
for candidacy under the covet ot 
new Parties Left with no ans 
wer, 7ia used the first and last 
prerogative of dictators force 
But how long can guns keep a 
people silent’' 

E lections, either the presence 
or the absence of them, have 
dominated the political sa>ne in 
aU the countnes of the suboonti 
nent this year — with the sok* 
exception of Sn Lanka Bangla¬ 
desh held an election, won mth- 
out much fuss by President Ziaui 
Rahman early this ycai The 
pressure of a students’ movement 
forced the King of Nepal to an 
nounoe a referendum of demoern- 
ty. The votaries of pandiayat 
raj are currently trying to defuse 
this promise, but they cannot 
hope to sabotage the aspiration 
for democracy without raising 
another violent storm in Nepal 
Pakistan’s generals have postpon 
ed flie elections and begun lashing 
their people into submission, but 
once again all that the generals 
may succeed in doing Is destroy 
ing their country We in the 
meanwhile, perhaps to restore the 
average after the long gap under 
Mrs Gandhi’s rule, have gone in 
for another election less than 
Aree years after the last one 
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S UICIDI' as an art form seems 
to b( Ihi piimaiv achuvi 
ment of our politiciiins Duimg 
a month when the sarious poll 
tical foimaliuns should be gather 
me force and spreading their 
wings foi tlie take off all they 
seem to bi doinp is lesurrectmg 
old squabbles oi ei eating new 
ones The most diimatK of 
course has been tli* loiifiontation 
between Mi II N Itahuguna and 
old foe tumid lomtade turnedfoi 
Chaudhury Charan Singh Then 
are many littU birds living m oui 
honourable capital iitv New 
Delhi and all thi se little buds of 
various shade* si/es and tolouis 
have bein whispeimg about why 
preasely Mi Riliugiin.i ehosi to 
part company At cording to om 
source a key diflFeienrt was on 
foreign policy matters - and the 
high yield cows of Israel were 
only the thin edge of a much bn 
ger wedge Appiitnily Bahiigun ■ 
wanted the Ooveuiment to taki i 
much stronger ptoSoviit and pio 
Arab line including immediati 
recognition of Kampuchea and a 
look at Soviet t.iiiks foi the Army 
fwhich IS cuiiv'ntly seaiching for 
a new tank! _ 

khoht Imam 



B ut while this may have been 
the most draihatic civil war 
there were other internal wars 
going on no V'ss the fierce for 
being outside the limelight f In 
Onssd the thief of the Congress 
(I) suddenly realised that be had 
been cohabiting with authorita 
tanan foices and deaded to Join 
hands with Biiu Patnaik' And an 
arch enemy of Bnu's, Mrs Nandini 
Satpaihy was edging towards a 
plact in the alliance : there was 
no question about hi^i joining the 
Ink Dal of course but she bad 
shown some interest in gning bark 
to the parent Congress now beino 
brushed and dusted and painted 
bv Devidi Urs 

I N Bihar, the Congress (1) leaders 
were still fighting like school 
boys betwe«>n themselves and 
peace had to be imposed bv the 
High Command Mr Cliandrashc 
khar had to actually go to Bihar 
with Ml I K Advani to try and 
settle the tensions within his 
Party And Shambu Nath Jha of 
the CCD in Bihar did not wall 
foi the national executive or his 
leadet to decide his future - he 
went nght ahead and joined the 
Congress (T) Meanwhile anyone 
trying to make sense of the go 
ingsoii in Maharashtra the land 
of Pi ess conferences should be 
given the Nobel Piizc for I itera 
ture However the Biggest Joke 
of the Week Award goes to Kera 
la There the Congress (I) lead 
ership is tiying to build a front 
against "totalitarian forces” 
lluimni 

r IS sickening the way m which 
all the matoi political Parties 
(with the honourable exception ot 
the Left Parties and may their 
resolve last) are toadying up to 
the mullahs m their search for 
Muslim votes This too is com 
munahsm fust as toadying up to 
the RSS IS romniunalism Who is 
Maulana Imam Bokhaii and what 
right doi“' he have to ask the 
Muslims for their votes’’ What 
has he done for the Muslims ex 
cept usi their numbers to serve 
the interests of the Muslim religi 
ous 1« adership’' Per sorial law is 
much more important to the Imam 
than bread foi the hungry Mus 
Hms The irony is that a man 
like Maulana Bokhari is in a bar 
gaining position with the poHti 
aans When the fanata found it 
difficult to gel fmam Bokhari on 
Its side If immediately began 
okini for other mullahs to fie> 

I > battle on the Muslim front 
This Is n sad commentary on the 
problems of the minorities which 
are hasirallv problems of bread 
and the neht to an independent 
niltnre and mythology 

M J AKBAR 
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Bring out 

BRI1ANNIA MARIE 



tesmntee the cup that cheers and the 
bisf uit that yoe<. with it Britannia Mane i 
iust the thing to eerve when guests drop in 
The crisp light tea time bite — 
Britannia Mane Keep a pack handy 
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Biscuits 

the crisp tea-tinie fovourite 
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Blatant opportunism 


Bhajan La! withdraws cases 


'THE withdrawal of a proaecution 
• always arouses public concern 
and some criticism. If Mr. Bhajan 
Lai’s a<^on in withdrawing four of 
the 35 cases pending against Mr. 
Bans! Lai has evoked far stronger 
criticism than any in the past, it is 
because of the blatant abuse of power, 
the utter spuriousness of the reason.^ 
advanced and the distinct prospect of 
its serving as a precedent for abort- 
ing the entire process of accountabi¬ 
lity for the crimes committed during 
the Emergency. The political situa¬ 
tion itself laid bare Mr Bhajan Lai’s 
cynical motivation and no one lite¬ 
rate enough to read the Jaganmohan 
Reddy Commission’s Report ^will treat 
bis plea that it did not “pinpoint any 
charge’’ against Mr Bansi Lai with 
anything but contempt. 

What is alarming are his repeated 
hints, on September 22 and 27, t979, 
that other cases against Mr Bansi Lai 
might also be withdrawn. “If our 
legal advisers say that any of these 
cases has no base, we will not hesi¬ 
tate to withdraw it’’. The patently 
shoddy character of the advice in the 
present case gives little ground for 
better results in the future. 

The case of the demolition of the 
Ghanta Ghar (Clock Tower) and 
other properties in Bhiwani is one of 
the four cases withdrawn. It is the 
best known and documented and. 
therefore, enables one to assess the 
worth of Mr Bhajan Lai’s claims in 
withdrawing it. The FIR was filed 
on the owner’s complaint on July 
13, 1977, but investigations were 
•tailed pending the Reddy Commis¬ 
sion’s proceedings so that no pre- 
judice was caused to the accused. 
The State Government’s assurance to 
this effect is recorded in the Commis¬ 
sion’s order of October 12, 1977. The 
evidence adduced before the Com¬ 
mission fully established the dtarges, 
however, and the Reddy Report, 
dated November 30, 1977 sets it out 
in great detail 

There is the unshaken testimony 
of the owner, Manobar LaL the 
admissiont in evidence by the cul¬ 
pable oSdals, and a whole set of 
documentary and circumstantial 
•videnoe. To dte an instance, the 
Commisdon obtained “a complete 
record of the telephone calls” from 
the prime executioner of the demoli¬ 
tion. R. S. Verma, the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner's office and his residence 
during the relevant period vdiidi tell 
the tale. He "prevaricated and tried 
to be vague" but "when asked what 
wmh the District Madttrate, Bhiwani, 
could have with the Defence Minister 
on Deoeasber 1, M76, he said It could 



Bhajan Lai 

certainly be the imminent demolition 
of Ghanta Ghar.” He revested that 
when Mr Bansi Lai was informed by 
htm that the temple did not form 
part of the sdieme. he. nonetheless, 
insisted on its demolition. 

It is impertinent of Mr Bhajan Lai's 
Cabinet colleagues to sit, in appeal 
on the Commission's findings, review 
the evidence and pronounce it as 
inadequate. It is, less than honest of 
Mr Bhajan Lai himself to embark on 
die exercise, as he claims to have 
done. He is personally disqualified 
From doing so for a very good reason 
—4he Reddy Report critidaes him, 
also. Not only did he tender an affi¬ 
davit. dated October 17, 1977, but 
gave evidence before the Commission 


on another subject and was dis¬ 
believed. It concerned the apiKditt- 
ment of one Chander Bhan. who was 
found to have “questionable ante¬ 
cedents" as a member of the Marke^ 
ing Committee. Bahadurgarh. Mr 
Bhajan Lai, as Minister for Agricul¬ 
ture, and Mr Bansi Lai, as Chief 
Minister, were found by the Commis¬ 
sion to have acted in concert in 
making the appointment. Eadi tried 
falsely to foist the blame on the 
other, exclusively. 

Charges were freely traded. The 
Commission observes, "neither Mi 
Bansi Lai openly took up the position 
at that time that Mr Bhajan Lai was 
a smuggler and a rapist, nor did Mr 
Bhajan Lai openly accuse Mr Bans* 
Lai of spearheading the charm 
against him as he now categorimly 
states." Both emerge from the Re¬ 
port with their credmility in tatters. 
It is interesting to note that in his 
evidence before the Commission, Mi 
Bhajan Lai claimed that when a false 
case of rape had been filed against 
him, he "went straight" to Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and sought and eventually 
obtained a "clear diit" as well as 
the return of his offered letter of 
resignation. Mr Bhajan Lai has 
since given ample evidence of his 
gratitude to Mrs Gandhi, espedally 
when she visited Haryana. 

It is in the context of sudi murky 
politics that Mr Bhajan Lai has for 
bis own partisan ends withdrawn the 
cares in violation of all the settled 
principles of law. His law secretary 
asked the District Magistrate to with¬ 
draw the cares. On September 20, 
just four days before the Assembly 
was to meet • the Assistant Public 
Prosecutor mechanically obeyed the 
D.M’s directions the next day. The 
Judicial Magistrate, Bhiwani sanc¬ 
tioned the withdrawals on Septem¬ 
ber 21. Btrangely enough, the Press 
came to know of it all only on Sep¬ 
tember 23, the day after Bhajan 
Lai’s announcement 

Doubttess, there have been with¬ 
drawals of prosecutions in the past 
for political reasons; but none as 
improper as these. For example, the 
Kerala Enquiry Committee of the 
Indian Commission of Jurists, headed 
by Mr N, H. Bhagwati, a former 
Judge of the Supreme Ciourt, found 
in its Report, dated January 5, 1960. 
that "the Communist Government 
has been systematically withdraudng 
all cases wherein Communists face 
trial” The courts in West Bengal 
sretefaed aeveral attempts by me 
United Front Government in 1867 to 
withdraw cases on the ground of 
"State poUcy”. Tim Mudholkar Com- 




mission on Bihar's first UF Govern¬ 
ment strongly criticised the “habit 
at withdravring cases and letting off 
accused persons on grounds of poli¬ 
tical expediency often mixing up 
Party interest with public interests”. 
The Congress Governments were no 
be^r. 


Janata Party Govemnwnt has 
* rightly been criticised for with¬ 
drawing the cases against Mr P. S. 
Badah Chief Minister of Punjab, on 
the ground ttiat “there was no subs¬ 
tantial evidence”. Fortunately, it 
refused, despite much pressure, to 
withdraw the cases against Mr M. 
nnnnaaidhi. former Chief Minister 
af Tamil Nadu, because they involv¬ 
ed diarges of corruption. Comment 
must be reserved on the tegality ot 
Its withdrawal of the Baroda Ilyna- 
mita case because it is sub judice. 
ft can be asserted that the law is 
adequate enough to strike down all 
' withdrawals of prosecution for im¬ 
proper ends while allowing a fair 
Jatitude to the ‘ prosecution in t1be 
interests of Justice. Secticm 321 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code enables 
the Public Prosecutor to withdraw a 
prosecution “vdth the consent of the 
Conrt". The Supreme Court’s rul¬ 
ing! on this provision may be sum¬ 
med HP under four heads. First, 
“la granting the consent the court 
must exercise a judicial discretion”. 
It must “satisfy itself that the exe¬ 
cutive function of the Publie Pro.se- 
cutor has not been improperly exer- 
daed or that it is not an attempt to 
interfere with the normal course of 
ittstioe for illegitimate reason.^ or 
purposes”. 

Secondly, the Public Prosecutor’s 
responsibility “is non-negotiabte and 
oeanot be bartered away in favour 
of those who may be above him on 
the administrative side” His respon- 
•ihiltty is statutory and he is “in a 
birge sense, also an officer of the 
Court” who is “bound to as.sist the 
court with hw fairly ronaiderrd view 


and the court is entitled to have the 
b'-n.'Ot ot the fair oxerrisr of hi.v 
function” (emphasis by the Court). 

Thirdly, in according its con.sent 
the Court's discretion is not to be 
baaed “only with referents' to Hi- 
material gathered by the Judicial 
methods". It ran be based on wider 
grounds than the merits of the par¬ 
ticular case. However, "consent can¬ 
not be given for the ulterior purpose 
unconnected with the vindication of 
the law which the executive org.ins 
are in duty hound to further and 
maintain”. The fan that continu¬ 
ance of the prosecution is .‘‘not ex¬ 
pedient” is no ground at all. It is 
the court's duty to see that its con¬ 
sent is not given on grounds "exlr.i- 
neous to the interest of justice or 
that offences -..go unpunished mere¬ 
ly because the Government as a mat- 
tar general policy or expedfeno 
unconnected with its dutv to prose¬ 
cute offenders under the law. dirc'cts 
the Public Prosecutor to with¬ 
draw from the prosecution and 
the Public Prosecutor merely 
does so at the hebest". So much 
for the rirrum.stance.s in which the 
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penqbsion will not be given. But, 
lastlyi Hie court will permit a with¬ 
drawal if it is convinced that the 
prosecution will not be able to pro¬ 
duce sufficient evidence to sustain 
the charge. “The withdrawal must 
be in furtherance of rather than as 
a hindrance to the object of tbe 
law." 

In sum, the sole and decisive con¬ 
sideration, “the ultimate guiding 
consideration must always be the. 
interest of administration of justice”. 
Public policy is not irrelevant. But 
"justice ordinarily demands ' that 
every ease must reach its 
destination, not fatermptod en route. 
If some policy consideration bearing 
on the administration of justice jus¬ 
tifies withdrawal, the court may 
accord permission; not if, no public 
policy bearing on the administration 
of justice is involved”. It must not 
be “political favours nor Party pres- 
eures nor like concerns”. 

The Supreme Court itself has cited 
cases in illustration while refusing 
to lay down any hard and fast rule 
or categories of cases. They are 
cases ariring out of trade union ri¬ 
valry or communal feuds which have 
subsided and a prosecution nught 
revive feelings of animosity. “Public 
justice may be a much wider concep¬ 
tion than that in a particular case”. 
In this category fall certain political 
offences. It is conceivable fot 
example that if the British had ar¬ 
rested and prosecuted Mr Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 194S the Interim 
Government would not have with¬ 
drawn the prosecution the very day 
it assumed office in 194G. This i.s 
because the interest of public ius- 
tirc “may transcend and over flow 
the legal justice of the particular 
litigation”. 

The concept of “offences of a poli¬ 
tical rharacter" is well recognised in 
law. But it must be applied with 
caution. They are, generally, offen¬ 
ces committed in order, as Lord 
Reid put it, “to force or even pro¬ 


mote a change of Government, or 
even a dtange of Government policy, 
or to achieve a political objective of 
any kind”. Not every act done for 
such purposes would necessarily be 
of a political character. The motive 
is “relevant and may be decisive”. 
Of course, tbe gravity of tbe offence 
committed and other factors must 
he borne in mind. No civilised sys¬ 
tem at Government can grant immu- 
itity from prosecution to ruinous 
crimes committed for political ends. 
However, it is universally recognised, 
as an authority put it, that “an 
offence committed for a private 
motive cannot be a political offence”. 
Society might condone an iffiender 
against the law who was honestly 
moved by passion for liberty or jus¬ 
tice. It cannot pardon, except at its 
peril, the man who flouts the law 
for self-aggrandisement Stili less 
a man who betrays the public trust 
by abusing public office for personal 
ends. This is what the Reddy Re¬ 
port proves Mr Bans! Lai to have 
done in every case in which he was 
found guilty and most blatantly in 
the Ghanta Ghar case. 

The cases against Mr Bansi Lai 
were not filed out of a spirit of 
“vendetta". They were an integral 
part of the process of accountability 
according to the law which the na¬ 
tion undertook .since March 1977. 
There are instances of other na¬ 
tions, too, which undertook the .same 
task after overthrowing dictatorship. 
Most notably, the series of trials of 
the military torturers in Greece 
which began in August 1975. What¬ 
ever be the immediate small gains 
it might earn the politicians in our 
country, history will only regard as 
traitors to the public trust all those 
who delay, thwart or abort the pro¬ 
cess of accountability, in accordance 
with the rule of law, for the crimes 
which the hapless people of Indi:t 
suffered in the dark days of the 
Emergency. 

A G NOORANi. New Delhi 


A long wait 


Another Bengali daily in the offing 


T HL lu-st major attempt in recent 
inemoTv to bring out a Bengali 
Uaiiy newspaper trom Calcutta and 
kt-i-p It in urculation was made by 
lilt le.ss an orgaituiation tbau the 
Uemu i Coleman group, the largest 
newspaper group in the country. It 
wa-s mil much of a success. With 
alt Its re.sources. expertise and sales 
network, the Times group could sus¬ 
tain 5aivayutf (that was the name of 
the daily) just for four years. I'he 
lung time gap siotv 5(Upayup failed 
in I.9:>4 has shown no evxience that 
lieugai needs or ran afford another 
daily Although there has bwn a 
steady growth in the readership of 
the tk'jQgali dailies during tbe last 
tew years, the gains have been res¬ 


tricted to the market leaders. i»r- 
ticularly to Anonda Bazar FatrMco. 
which now boasts a dally circulation 
oi more than 3,00,000. 

In the 25 years since tbe foUiog 
up of S'atpayup there has been just 
one signipcant addition to the Ben¬ 
gali daily newspapers. This paper,' 
coinddei^Uy also called SatiNVug 
is eight yeans old but has not made 
a signiffcant impact. Even among the 
established net^spapers, BastonoN 
now in its sixty-sixth year of publi¬ 
cation, has been steadily going dowo- 
hiil, losing readership and advertise- 
meot revenue. Only large subsidies 
from the West Bengal Government 
manage to keep tbe new^iaper in 
circulation. Biit despite the record. 



a new group of eatrepreneurs htu 
deadad to laundi a Bengali daily, to 
be called Ao} Kaal 
I be Aaj Kaal Publishers a iK'ivate 
limited company registered recently 
in Calcutta, proposes to invest a lot 
of money tn the ventuie rhe com¬ 
pany is a family concern Its direc¬ 
tors—M i BibhuU Bhusan Ghosh, Mi 
Ashoke Ghosh, and Mr Aveek Ghosh 
are a lather and sons team Ot 
them, Mr Ashoke Ghosh (41) is lami 
bar as a sports administrator and has 
been holding the office of the secre 
tary ot the Indian lootball Assoaa 
tion since 1976 Mr Bibhuti Bhusan 
Ghosh IS bis father and Mr Aveek 
Ghosh, his younger brother The 
Ghosh family has substantial interests 
in a number of businesses ‘Our m 
terests rang! from fisheries, foun 
dries, hides and skins, to electronics”, 
Mr Ashoke Ghosh told me He con 
hded that be mainly looked after the 
tisheiics The rest is managed by 
mv brother who is constantly shut 
tling between India and other foieign 
countries—mainly the USA’ Indeed, 
it IS the youngei brother, Aveek 
(38) who appears to have persuaded 
the family to invest m a newspaper 
What would the mvestment be like ’ 
The riunours are that the paid up 
capital of the Aaj Kaal pubhcatioDs 
to around ei^t crores and the 
authorised capital is m the \ianit> of 
Hs 18 tiorcs Mr Ashoke Ghosh 
bowexei says that the mscs’ment is 
much less Iht paid up capitil 
accoiding to him is less than even 
Rs five crores, and the authorised 
capital will not be mure than Rs 10 
crorcs Mr Qhosh would not sav 
anything more on the subject ’Be 
heve me he pleaded “1 just do not 
11 member ail th« details because 
when I signed the papers I rould not 
pay much attention to them as I was 
then so very busy with the IFA 
affairs Mi Ghosh, however could 
be speuiic on some oUier points 
they were going to bring out a istu 
gall daily newspaper from Calcutta 
the ncwspapci would be printed on 
rotary offset inroiporating a cumpu 
ter run photo romposing device tiie 
tentative date of publication would 
be the first dav of the Bengali new 
year i c April IS 1980, a building had 
been leased for 25 vcais on Ahmersl 
Stieet to accommodate the press and 
the office Mr Gour Kishore (>hosh 
(who had been a prool r< adcr in thi 
defunct Satynpue but is now serving 
wrth the Anaada Bazur I’a^nha as its 
Associate Lditor (lOui Ghosh is 
also a brilliant authorj has agreed 
to become the editor of the paper 
Mr P K Roy a former general 
manager of the Tunes of India gioup 
who had signed the obituarv notice 
foi the Sotpavup in lISS and is now 
employed with the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika group as Its publisher had 
accepted to join as the printer of the 
daily although he has confided to 
some of his friends that he is still 
undeended. and the name of the 
newspaper was gomjt to be Agj Kaui 
(about this some difficulties appeal 
to have cropped up and it is quite 
possible that the newspaper may 
nave to appear under a different 
name) On other points, Mr Ghosh 



Askohe Ghosh 


was less illuniindting lor instance, 
hi would ncithci mention the niiiii 
ber oi shfii«holders who bad sun 
scnlxd towards the coinpanv nor 
would he disclose then identities 
I can only tell you this much that 
the company is not lusl a family 
affati and quite a large number ot 
outsiders have sbaies m it ’ Wheu 
told of the rumouis that the share 
huldcis included a famous bainstcr 
Ml Ashoke Sen an important indus 
tridlist Mr Sadhan Dutta and a pio 
mment spoils executive of a tug 
Calcutta football club. Mi Nishith 
Ghosh Ml Ghosli icactcd with a 
benign smile It is a believe it or not 
proposition Isn’t it'' 

He was siiniidily evasive about 
cnquieics icgaiding the icasons 
which !<'d the iainily to the news 
papci industry Jl was because ’wt 
think it IS a sound business pioposi 
tion and that there is ample seittpe 
tut anothe r U< nhali daily in Cal 
cutta’ he said Ihe pnmary moti 
vatiun was to gni the people a 
'gCKid n< wspape r He howevei 
would not (labordti on what consti 
luted a good rie vspaptr He felt 


that the existing newspapers fell taor 
short ot the ideal He said "Wr 
intend to offer a perfect newspaMt 
so that the readers can have full 
value of their money It is going to 
be less commercial and more coik 
cerned about the interests of the 
re aelcrs ” The newspaper would lid- 
tially have eight pages and its price 
would be around 35 paise Hie rat»i 
bltween edttoiial content aod adver¬ 
tisement would be 60 40 The o*- 
pectid initial print order is 50,000. 
Mr Ghosh felt confident about the 
pi< fitability but added, ”We are, 
however, prepared to run the paper 
at 1 loss at least in its initial 
but we are certain that it will not be 
necessary We have carried out a 
number of surveys during the hut 
few months and all of them presen¬ 
ted encouraging pictures" 

Many hurdles remain A ness, to 
begin with For instance. Mi GhoCh 
would nut tell me how be expected 
to pm chase offset prmtmg madUnet 
m such a short time. Such presses 
lire not kept in showrooms Normal- 
ly after an order is placed it takes 
about tbrcie cm foui years to get the 
debvery (.ould it be that the Gboafa 
family had beep planning the ven¬ 
ture for some years? 

The speculation regarding the 
former Press Foundation of Asia 
chief and Magsasay Award winner 
for jouinabsm, Mr Ainitabha Chou- 
dhun joining Aaj Kal, however, was 
scotch^ by Mr Ghosh ”We have 
talked about the venture with him 
He has assured us his moral suMMrt 
But it may not be possible for him 
to join us imme>didtely He is the 
fditot ot Aston Fmance Lven if be 
decides to wind up the paper he will 
need some time to phase it out How 
ever we are c-ertainly counting on 
his valuable advice And wr will 
get it’ he said Ihe moat iropor 
tant question that comes to mind Is 
Will the Aoj Kaal Pubkshers be able 
to achieve what the fimes of ItKtis 
failed ' Well if it can it will cer 
tainly be a great achievement 

TOOSHAR PANOn Cslcuttd 


An Editor's censorship 

There /s a revolt m the "Hindustan Times ' 


A M051 fascinating thing happen 
ed on the way to the editwial 
conference in the Hmfbmtan Ivmei, 
Delhi s largest selling daily news¬ 
paper, owned by the Birlas and edi 
ted by Hiranmay Karlekar, brought 
nto the paper during the Emergency 
five senior journalists (two assistant 
editors, two special correspondents 
and the cartoonist) revolted Against 
the mtemal censorship imposM by 
the editor The journalists, C P 
Rainachsodran, Rasheed Talib, Pro- 
milla Kalhon, W S Titus and Sudbir 
Dai complained that they were not 
getting enough work to do — and 


they were being censored tw the sim¬ 
ple way of not being asked to write, 
or draw Since they bad been 
employed to wtste, they implied, tbia 
also amounted to a hreaem of con¬ 
tract as well as breach of faith 
On September 25, the five journal¬ 
ists sent the editor a long letter la 
which they detailed the charges (re¬ 
produced below) If no settlement is 
reached, the case couM well go to 
the Pi ess Council, and couid lead to 
a most interesting lodgment on the 
rights and prerogauvea of on editor. 
Indeed, this caK could be the fore¬ 
runner of a new kind of industrial 
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•dUorn — to demand the rii^t to 
work. And editori all over the conn- 
Hy oould be in all aorta of probleina. 

Hindustan Times, 

New Delhi 

25th September, 1979 
Dear Mr Karlekar, 

Aa professional journalists of long 
ataitdin# on the Hindnstas Times, 
wo have watdied with dismay and 
distma certain unfortunate develop- 
BUmts that have taken place under 
your editorship. 

We beheve these developments 
have k^red the prestiae of the 
HindusCbn Times, once widely regar- 
^ as the most robustly edited 
Eoflisb daily publish^ from the 
Opkal. 

The developments are the more 
distreating because they have led to 
a loss of professional freedom and, 
indeed, to an erosion ot the very 
concept of Press freedom. Ihese 
were the twin objectives of the 
movement conducted by the Hindus- 
Times Committee to Uphold 
Journalists’ Rights and Ethics during 
the Verghese case in 1974-75. 

You were inducted into the Hio 
duston Ttmea as editor during the 
Emergeno. Your performance dur¬ 
ing the Emergency and since has 
brought no credit to the Hiadustan 
Times. 

However, the Emergency was a 
period of external constraints on the 
Press. Our complaint against you 
concerns in particular the post- 
Emeraency period during which the 
Press constitutiooal and fundamen¬ 
tal freedoms had been re.stored. We 
feel that as Editor of the Hindustan 
Times, particularly during the past 
two-and-a-half years, you have con¬ 
ducted yourself with a callous disre¬ 
gard for the norms of professionalism. 

The five of us — all senior mem¬ 
bers of the Hindustan Times' edito¬ 
rial staff — have been particularly 
victimised by such conduct. You 
have arbitrarily and without good 
cause excluded us — wholly or par- 
Ualiy — from discharging our profes- 
tioiial duties. This common result 
you have achieved by employing dit- 
terent means in each case. 

In the case of the two Assistant 
Editors among us — you have effeo 
lively silenced them from contribut¬ 
ing to th<.> paper as senior members 
of the Hindustan Times’ team of 
editorial writers. 

in the case of the two Special 
Correspondents — you have refused 
to assign or allot them work. And, 
wbi'never they have offered to pro¬ 
duce or have produced stories or 
features on their own, you have dis¬ 
couraged Iheni or have failed to use 
ttbeir contributions for rca.v(itis that 
have nothing to do with the profe.s- 
sional merit or worth of their work. 

In tile rase ol the cartoonist -- 
you have deciim'd to allow him. 
ever since the Emergency, to contfi- 
but« hi.s large cditoriai-iMlitical car¬ 
toons fw almost all oi tnc.se past 30 
months. Such cartoons have formed 
part of Siidhir Uar's contrartual and 
professional re.sponsibililies since be 
was tirst engaged as H.T’s editorial 
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cartoonist in 1967. And he was 
never doiied tttis right by any for¬ 
mer editor up until the Emergency. 

You have oy these means rendered 
us wholly or partially redundant 
memtiers of the staff and deprived 
us of our right to contribute what¬ 
ever we may otherwise have contoi- 
huted to the publication (ff the 
Hinduitan Times. And H is our con¬ 
tention that your conduct in not 
allowing us to function fuUy and 
professionally amounts to editorial 
despotism and oppression of a mino¬ 
rity within the paper. 

For thus singling us out for dis- 
crimhiatory treatment, you have no 
doubt your own personal and politi-* 
cal reasons. We know what these 
are, hut perhaps this letter is not 
the place to raise and discuss thmn. 

It is enough here to note that tlw 
Hindusban Times under your editor¬ 
ship has been willing to pw 
costs of carrying on its staff five 
senior but not utilised (or not fully 
utilised) journalists. This is sureb 
a high price to pay for buying, u It 
were, our silence. We feel the situa¬ 
tion is intriguing enough for it to 
require a thorough public airing. 

The planning, writing and cmbltca- 
lion of a professional daily like the 
Hindustan Times is a team effort to 
which individual journalists _ must 
contribute, each according to bis own 
speciality, it is our contention that 
the dcniamhi of profes.sional function¬ 
ing in such a paper require tbrt ^ 
journalist members of the staff _ be 
allowed to contribute to its znakinc 
— subject always and where appm 
cable to the broad framework M 
policies agreed upon between the 
wlitor and the proprietors. 

The editor of a paper is the lea¬ 
der of a team. As such, he enjoys 
certain wellknown prerogatives. How- 


evar, his position is like tiie Prime 
Minister's, that of the firri among 
equals — not, we believe, that of an 
autoorvt who can function as he 
wishes, irrespective of norms im¬ 
posed upon him V his professional 
status. 

We have raised these issues and 
stated our position on them with a 
view to bringing to your notice teat 
your manner of functioning as edkor 
has become intolerable, especally now 
that a general election to Parliament 
is on the way. We feel we can no long¬ 
er put up with being quarantined from 
making our professional contributioo 
to the Hindustan Times. 

Journalists, you must know, are 
nut mercenaries. If they merely 
wished for well-heeled careers, they 
could as well join the public rela¬ 
tions industry. They serve a news¬ 
paper from a sense of vocation which 
cannot be fulfilled unless they parti¬ 
cipate in or contribute to its making. 

This is tee sum and substance of 
our complaint against you. We 
would like to meet you in the next 
week or so to discuss these issues 
with you personally. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. P. Ramachandran 
(Asst. Editor) 

Rasheed Taiib 
(Asst. Editor) 

Promilla Kalban 
(Special Corre.spondcnl) 
W. S. Titus 

(Special Corre.spondent) 
Sudhir Dar 
(Cartoonist) 


Mr. Hiranmay Karlekar, 
Editor. 

The Hindustan Times, 
NEW DELHI. 



These rontraversial dtaarams appeared in the EncycUfpaedHa Americana 
areompant/mp on article by Dr Edward Teller, one of the scienlislet res- 
piinsihte for farmulatmg America’s H-bomb concept. Amateur researcher 
t 'hiirles Hansen addressed a letter to Senator Charles H. Percy (Republi- 
ran) of /Iiinof.s, USA, which was prublished in whole and in parts by some 
newspapers, repudiating the Government’s argument that thermonuclear 
terhnnlotty vi a secret. The letter is dedicated to a chronology and biblio- 
iiutphii III when and where suppo.srdly .':ecre< H bomb mfortnalicm was 
prrrii/usiif published or otherwise publicly discussed. AccortUng Co Mr 
llttnien (hr article and the diagrams shoidd not have been published' at 
all. The diagrams show that fusion is triggered when a TNT explosion 
rompresttes U 235 and causes fission. Neutrons released by the fission 
ciin.se the fusion in the care of the bomb. A key element in this con¬ 
figuration is that .some neutrons strike the easing, made of V‘238. 







Tiagedv struck ab 1040 am on October 23, 1979 when two coaches of the KatwaSarharwa Passenger plunged 
into the Falgu rwer m Murshtdabad dtstrxt. West Bengal kMmg rrumg pastenaers. TUI Vie tme of gomg to 
press 23 bodies have been, recovered. Nearly a hundred were mjured tn the arrtdeni 





KHAAS BAAT 


G ULZAR‘S honesty is 
evident even in his 
films. His films are a faith¬ 
ful account of his married 
life with Rakhee, Buldes, 
he is extremely frank. 
During the shooting of 
Kiuhnh, his frankness led to 
the replacement of Mou* 
fhumi by Java. Again, Sbaf- 
mila replaoed Rekba during 
the shooting of Nvmktea, 
after the latter was tick^ 
off by Gttlzar. But with 


Hema something more inte 
resting happened. On one 
occasion she could not come 
to the sets of Mewa, since 
she was busy. So Gulzar 
stood in for her as it was a 
long shot and had the 
shooting completed. To top 
it all, after the shot he 
announced this fact to the 
Press. Forunately, Meara 
was palled out of most 
theatres, saving Gulzar from 
being heckled by the public. 


F EROZ KHAN» it seems, is 
going to si^ng a very 
shively sumlse on us, in 
the form tit a at^eas, a new 
discovery, for his film 
Qurhoni, He intends to keep 
the new star a secret until 
the film is completed. Well, 
he had better spring his 
surprise fast or else it may 
not remain a surprise 

XJVAYENDRA is just 
V wasting his talents by 



I accepting ail aaaignmtiDta 
I oomuif hia way including 
I that cl a doctor, who fawea 
out to the hero at the end 
of the film., Would VUay- 
endra pleaSe j^oceed wim 
his career in a more i^tive 
way? Or tell his producers 
to thiok up better and more 
forceful rows for him? 

And this, mind you, is felt 
by most Hindi film watchersl 


L ook at the new wmr in 
whidi the small artistes 
are ivending their free 
time^and making more mo¬ 
ney ^ coursel They have 
found a ready market for 
their talents In the Gujarati 
film industry. I did mention 
that Kiran Kumar, having 
made no progress in Bomtay, 
in spMe of ^Uriend Rekha’s 
attempts to get hhn roles, 
(be used to turn down every 
producer sent by her. so 
much for his pride!) has 
more or less settled down in 
Gujarat. Now, one notices 
that a whole lot of people 
have joined him there— 
maybe the incentives there 
are better too, in addition to 
the lade of tough competi¬ 
tion. Th«re is this film 
called Kbamma Mara Veera 
which was recently shown 
on TV, starring the then hit 
pair Sadiln-Sarika, Satyajeet, 
Lalita Pawar, Nasir Hussain, 
Dulari, Jalal Agfaa and a 
host' of other familiar faces. 
The film was like any Hindi 
film, the only difference 
being the Gujarati dialogue. 
So now, out-of-job stars can 
hope to find employment in 
Gujarat. 


nPHERE is something called 
A “retiring araoefuTly'’, 


“retiring graceful! 
espedally when it relates to 
a top star. Now, the term, 
'Tingering-on gracefully” will 
be introduced if Nutem sets 
the trend. The well-remem¬ 
bered devi the Indian 
screen^ who has been a top 
actress for years, has 
graduated to playing elderly 
roles. But she does not 
accept all sudi roles. Like 
when she was «sked 1^ a 
very big muduoer-director 
to play a leading bero'a 
mother, she just turned him 
downi Now she has some 
more taieot to fall bade on 
-^e can aing quite weU. 
She haa vowed to make this 
her next vocation. She la 
going to be a singing star 
now, and in atyie: sboulder- 
leas dreaaei, many makaup 
But aba intiuida to ring 
nith^ato, typlodte 
Hindi film aooga la her 
.fraU v^oa. 





KHAASBAAT 


D irector seivaroi u 

keen on givinK a good 
boost to Vvayalakmrm who 
starred in his successful 
maiden Tamil him, Foam 
Oorukku Pudussu But 
somehow, the othci piodu 
cets arenH yvarming up to 
Vgayalakshni] In the mean 
while romatltic stoi les linking 
Sclvaraj and Vijayalakshmi 
are being heard, though 
he’d want us to behe\e 
that his interest in her is 
purely artistic 

D ead men cant protest 
So it s natural that all 
kinds of stories about 
popular screen villain M B 
kadha the man who chan 
ged MGR s voice in the 
famous shoot out twelve 
jeais ago arc being heard 
Radha died a lew weeks 
ago folluwint, a laundice 
attack A vucifiious atheist 
Radha avoid* d idigiuus 
people liki the plagui And 
now wt’ie asked to believe 
that he had a change of 
heait at the last minute and 
turned to god 










Mene$ from "Man Ha Acngan" dubbed tn Hmd* from a Malayalam tat. stamng Soman 
and Jayabharatt. 



A RI wedding bells going 
to ring ioi Sc'kar and 
Aiiuiadhat A discoieiy of 
ac tress directoi Sheela who 
has fcatuud hei in 
hfUhaUklM 90 Nall, Anuia 
dha IS considered to be a 
blight stai And Sckai is 
doing laiilv well Ih-v 
also fcatuud togithei in 
Kali Kotl Kapolij anothi i 
'amii him 

l^bLMA has iriovid into K 
O Baljihandci s camp 
Stais in Madi i> acxtuiii a 
certain aniount ut status 
when the) do so Balachaii 
dc I s hints usually doii t 
tiifii out to be gnat hits but 
they invaiiabiv provoke d« 
bates and cuiitiov isn 
The new Balaehandc him 
also to be made in I dugu 
IS titled I ngi Oiu Kannayi 
Sarat Babu yet anothi i 
favourite of Baiachaiidi i i 
palled with S< ma I he c ist 
siso ineiudes Madhan 
(•eetha Prasad and It v i 

L (utitnl bosofhee 
chait toppei Naan 
Vazhaviiipann has eicateel i 
eontiovi sy alanit who s 
nioie lespomible ten it 
success-01 kajru 
kaul' Ihii fi'lurnmsl feels 
that Iwth thi aetois and thi 
melodramatic stoiy not to 
forget heroine Vijaya s rok 
ail re sponsibk f<i* drawing 
big crowds Imidentali) 
Sivap and B ijm w rr aL><i 


seen togetbei in JualKe 
Gopmath whirh wasn’t a big 
hit 

The suet ess ol Koan 
Vanhavatpam means moie 
money lo artless Vijay’s 
eeitfeis the him was 
tmanced by her businessman 
hotehei husband Fbaugh 
in hei home productions 
she shuns big stais she 
makes a ronet'ssion in 
Sivaiis (d'>i Among th'ii 
fortbioming hliiis is Onikkv 
Oru Pillai 

A mellowed performance 
by RajntkanP is aLso the 
highlight of anotbci success 
ful Tamil film Anltartn^u 
arupathu laraj lavalakshmi 
often wasted in *illv comedy 
set ms will also kel happy 
aboeit this him She was a 
surtess with Rainikant in 
last yiar'c big nit 
Mullum Maltnum 

O NE thought that the 
trifks ol the donkey 
Kaiyaiii were i sponsible 
fur the sueeiss of Pancha 
Kalyant but iftei seeing th«* 
film one s inclined to give 
credit to the generous 
display of cleavage by 
hcioini Vasanthi Though 
this isn t her first him hei 
exposme has pleased the 
front bent hers and she s 
on her wav to surcrwi 

PIOUSJl 
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Are you appearing for 
the lITvlXlRI entrance tests 
or the GMAT'?" 


In Swumbvr 1978 w« publUhad "Praparatien for 
tha Manapamant Entranea Examinations''—a 

book that wa» tpecislly writtsn for ttudontt likt you It 
mat with ovarwhalmino ratponaa from tha atudant public 

Now tha saconcfraWsarf and an/arpadadrfroit, baauiaa 
detailad mstructiona on various aspacta of tha axami 
nations contains 500 Antonyms and Synonyms 200 
sxamplas of Analogy Tasis IS sats of axarcisas bassd on 
Organisation of Ideas savarsi Comprahension passages 
200 problems in Mathematics (these problems have bean 
carefully designed to improve your quantitative ability 
and your speed in solving problems) Graphic Data Tests 
(including probisms based on line graphs bar graphs 
pictographs charts and tables) SO examples in Data 
Sufficiency Tests The contents are divided in several 
time bound Tasts-eimilar 'o those in the srtusi exsmi 
nations And for the first time we have added s special 
chapter on /ntarvrew Tgcfinitfues 

The book costs Rs 15/ Postage FREE on receipt of 
M O/crossed I P O /O 0 Rs 3 45 extra for V P P 

If you are seriously interested in a management career 
this book could perhaps be the best investment you ve 
ever made I Please send your order to 

Delta Publishing Company 

E-61, Anna Nagar, Madras-600 040 


STRENGTH 
& ENERGY 

in every 20-day pack. 




Kbl, 146 


Only OKASA, with a high-powered 
combination of 6 bio-chemicals, 6 minerals. 
10 essential vitamins and rare herbal extracts 
like Ashwagandha and Yohtmbine helps you 
get tire most out of life Start on OKASA 
today and feel the difference yourself 
Now in a handy new pack 

OKASA 

Available at all leading chamnts 
For e free booklet on OKASA write to 

OKASA CO PVT LTD « 

PoM Box No 396 Bombay 400 001 c 
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Sunday week 


l a glni il WQ Oetobw M 

Thto wMk 8un and Uranus ars In Libra, Mercury and Neptune are In Scorpio and Kethu alons la In Scorpio. 
Mare-la In Cancer. Saturn, Jupiter and Rahu are con|olned In Leo The Moon will be paaslng through Aquariua, Pla^ 
and Ariea from Capricorn. 




AMfeS (March ai — 

r M) This week 
prove to be a 
happy one. Luck will 
continue to smile on 
you. Extravagant tendencies should, 
however, be checked You may 
change your Job or your residence 
In the near future. An elderly lady 
will prove very helpful This week 
Is particularly favourable for sports¬ 
men Speculation and gambling 
will pay off The domestic scene 
will be a source of joy and happi¬ 
ness GhMMi dates: 26, M, 31 and 2. 
Luofcy numbers: 4 and 7 Pavourebie 
South and West. 

TAUmiS (Aprs 21 
•— May 22) Bs on your 
guard against trsaoh- 
ery and deception. Do 
not get Into arguments 
and avoid quarrels at all costs. 
This Is not the IdesI time for mak¬ 
ing changes Curb erratic tenden¬ 
cies If you proceed carefully, a fair 
share of luck will be yours On the 
business or profassionsl front you 
may encounter serious competition 
and even oppoeltlon Your private 
IlfO may also pose some problems 
Good dirtae: 30, 31 and 4 Lucky 
nuinbetsa 3 and 6 Favourable 
dbwedens: West and North 

OIMiNI (May 23 - 
June 21) A happy rom- 
aitoe or event is prob¬ 
able this week. Your 
professional and flnan- 
olal atfsire are likely to prosper A 
promotion Is far from Improbable 
Push your business affairs to the 
utmost Do not hesitate to use all 
your contacts to achieve your goals 
Young men and woman will surely 
have a good time Good dates. 
28, 31, 1 and 2 Lucky numbera; 3 
and S FavouraMs diteellon; South- 

CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) Be careful not 
to displease your boss 
or your employer Pay 
attention to minute busl- 
datalts Take the advice of 
friends and elders to solve the prob¬ 
lems you are facing Romantic 
prospects are not very promising 
The end of the week may bring a 
pleasant surprise. You are advised 
to conserve j^ur resources and ener¬ 
gies. Quod dMee: 30, 1. 3 and 4 
Luelqr nundwrs: 1 and 3 FavouraMs 
direcmon: North 






LEO (July 23 — August 
21Q A beautiful new 
friendship may develop 
with a person of the 
opposite sex Lucky 
changes will malm life haopler for 
you In the near future This Is the 
ideal time for romantic and specu¬ 
lative ventures. Let your own Intui¬ 
tion and hundhes guide you 
Letters from distant places will 
bring good tidings Be courteous 
to friends. Oeed ^tes: 28, 31 and 
2. Lucky numbers: 2 and 11 Fav¬ 
ourable dkeetion: West 

VIROO (August 23 — 
g epte m ber 22) Your 
fortunes will soon take 
a turn for the better 
The monotony and 
boredom of the last few months 
are likely to come to an end Your 
professional career will prosper in 
unexpected ways. Property matters 
require a lot of care and attention 
Romance Is on the cards Matri¬ 
monial correspondence should not 
bs trested lightly You may have to 
undertake a business tour Qoad 
dales: 28, 31, i and 2 Lucky num¬ 
bera: 1 and 5 Favourable dlree- 
tton: North-weet 

If , LIBRA (September 21 

— October 22) Be pre- 
I pared for delays and 

Jiv obstacles in your pro- 

‘ lesslon and private 

life. Do not take anything for 
granted, aspeclally where property 
matters are concerned An elderly 
female relative may obstruct yuur 
plana Differences may arise 

among your business partners and 
these must be solved amicably 
Pay attention to your health Good 
dalaa: 2, 3 and 4 Lucky numbers 

5 and 7 Fevourabte direcdon. 
South-east 

j*”. * SCORPIO (October 23 
■wJ. — Novembei 21) Stellar 
/ Influences make this a 
■ very lucky period for 
■"* you Push alt youi 
business Interests to the utmost 
and seek promotions in professional 
tito Show courage in your day lo 
day dealing' Persons of the 

opposite sex will prove exceptionally 
helpful to your ventures Chock 
extravagant tendencies Letters will 
b'ing good news Good dates: 28 
29 31 and 1 Lucky numbers: 3 and 

6 FaveursMe direction: North 



■AQITTARIUB (Novsffl- 
bar 22 —. Daoeiiibar Hi 
This will ba a very 
lucky weak fdr you. 
Cktnoantato on your 
buainaaa and vocatibnal vantures. 
It would ba lathal to mix buainaae 
with pleasure at this junctum. Taka 
full advantage of the favourable 

Influences prevailing now. Do not 
hesitate to use your contaete and 
aeak favours from Innuentlerf 

people. Some unreaeonabla opposi¬ 
tion from an elderly lady le prob¬ 
able Curb erratic tendanciea. Good 
daMt: 29, 30, 31 add 1. Luehy 
numbera: 2 and 4 FaveuraWa dirae- 
tiona: South and West 

r. CAPRICORN (Oeoam- 
^ J [ bar 23 •— January 20) 
Tha steady pattern of 
^ j life you have been lead- 

' ® Ing for the peat few 

montha might be broken by a sud¬ 
den ravereal of fortune There 
might be attempts by friends to de¬ 
ceive you Auspicious correspond¬ 
ence can be taken up A secret 
contact will stand you in good 
stead Minor problems will continue 
to trouble you for some time more. 
Good dates: 31 1 and 2. Luelqf 
numbera: S and 8. Favourable 
direelione: North and Eaat 

AQUARIUS (January 21 
— Fabniaiy 12) An 
i elderly friend or relative 
may prove helpful, A 
' promotion i^ In the 
offing Your business Interests ra- 
qulre grosA attention Your family 
too needs attention Check extra¬ 
vagant tendencies This will be a 
quiet week Now friends will con¬ 
tribute to your happiness and you 
may undertake a jouiYiey Go<^ 
dales: 30 31 and 3 Lucky numbers: 

6 and 7 Favourable direction: East 

PISCES (February 20 
t — March 20) This week 
fi/ will be a pleasant 

•» and lively one Friends 

and relatives will be 
around to share /uur happiness 
You might not gain financially but 
this should not dishearten you 
Letters will bring in good news 
This time IS not favourable for legal 
matters Avoid impulsive chartges 
Good dates: 31 ? and 3 Lucky 
numbers: 4 and 7 Favourable 

direction: South 

M B RAMAN 



To face the competitive society 
of tomorrow, he will need all 
the support and educational 
help you can give him today. 

Be a wise parent-—set aside a 
fixed amount each month, or 
invest a lumpsum in his name. 

Secure your child's future 
today, with India's largest 
nationalised bank. 


Bank of India 

(A Oovtmmant of India Undartaking) 

VRwe aai^ mte tlM aftaraeoa.. 


CONCEPT.BOI-4292 




A treasure house of penetrating wisdom, 
profound thought, and the keenest wit- 
gleaned from the writings and teachings of 
the world's greatest minds 

• Want to be the life of a party ? 

• Making a speech ? 

• Writing a paper ? 

• Looking for a telling phrase ? 

• Reading for pleasure ? 

A special selection of common and un< 
common quotations from the best that has 
been written and said by the world's grea¬ 
test thinkers. 7y_ 

Avniinbin nt all Booknhopn £t by VPP 
Wryto lot a tree oopi of Orient Literary Review 

ORIENT FAPERBACKS 


aMDMOW.. . 

BRUIANT'S 
INTEGRATED & MONTH 
POSIAL COURSE FOR 
MBBS ENTRANCE EXAMS 
(nB0)AU OVER INDIA 


BRILUANin 

TUTORIALS 


12 M w l «m« ni MucM 5l T Nay*) 
Mad,mS00017 nwm 442099 


HWACMi nubsm 

MAOHM nuMSM 

MANinW 

ORISSA 

AAJASTNAN 

UnARniAOttN 

mST BflKiAI. 


Course 

C'lmmenees Nov 

CNROUHENT 
NOW ON 




Mndaroa Road. 
Kaohmoro Onto. 
Oaihi-nODOe 


C ouriMF InelufiF. 4 MaimHwn Sarnu in MfIhA CnS mm iS IMt 
fiffMU Eemii • BRRUANr S SRAMs TRUSr SamwiniiiSyiiiiiiirtM 
M4lt An IMnil SiMw 4 A Quntnn SmiIi «l 1000 Okwrina Inn 
ft m i H APiiciKi I rfiiMSifaMtiiimtiHfiShatAmHKnirtin. 
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Mkne HMV Muskassettes! 


Of inlefiiatioiial staadaid, 

..lA ^ A tmtrnm 


gfiBhaattt. 



Advanced equipment 
and up‘to date 
technology combine to 
bring you more 
musicassettes of 
international quality 

f east your ears thp 
sound IS unsurptissod and 
the leprodui tion hi fi 
Desiqntd to Iasi loncj and 
to I educe your ra sitie 
playi r s heart we.u to the 
minimum That <• s dety 
lor your r qmpmi nt 

Don't Cham e your rnonty 
on pirated r issettt *• 
don t enrouiaqe illeriil 


traffic kmq in music Now 
you have the real thinq 
HMV Hi Dynamic' 
Music assettes 


Look for these signs 


HIDyiiAMIC 

rTHisicassettf'-'s 


CQ 


HMV musicassettes 
are welded, not 
screwed 


Now Just Out I 
Soundtracks from Chantbal Ki 
Kassdm Mr Natwarlal Kaalci Patthar 
Don Karmayogi Swami Gharaunda 
Jhootd Kahm Ka Awara Harr 
Rama Harp Krishna Amar Prern 
Noorie Kabhi Kabhie 


Film compilations 0 P Nayyar 
The Mdcjnificent Film Hits 1978 

Live Recordings Asha Bhosle 
Live at Royal Albert Hall with 
Rahul Dpv Burman Vols I it II 
Come Alive in a Live Conrert with 
Jagjit & Chitra Sinqh Vols I & II 

Devotional Lata Sings Gurbani 
Premanjali Pushpanjali 
Tulsi Ramayan Vols I t» II 


HMV 


His Master's Voice 

The future is sound 


Buy Genuine HMV Musicassettes only from Authorised Dealers. 

OC 1444 
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VARIET 


chess 



Lmwmi (Win*) to mow* 


Spirit of Morphy IIwm on 

OAMt OF THF MONTH tor Jun* « lalur) 
from laal years intorpolls ttsumamont in 
Tilburg. Holland Th* strength of Intorpolls 
can b* gauged not so much from thoe* who 
took the top plaoaa (IM Portlseh 2nd Thn 
man) as from the names of those who wrore 
fafogatsd to the bottom half of the tourne- 
msnt (Spassky. Larsen. Hort Aitor afl4 Put 
in this parspactlwe Tony MIlea's result of 
4th equal was exoallem. aspscWly bearliu 
In mind that ha went through a stleky paten 
In which ha lost three games In a row 
Many would argue that an a Ma c kln g 
player such a* Morphy trarwplanlad Into 
this day and age would not be able to hold 
hisowninauiThatournanianL Certainly the 
adantlfic MchnIquaB of modern rhaai 
would stifle much of his natural attaofcing 
garuus The following game, how ewsr. is 
straight out of the ninataanth century arid a 
strong rebuttal for those who considarnKMi- 
ern chaas to be Insipid Anyway, with pisy- 
ere like Lataan around, who need* Mor;^? 
tNhito B Ltossn Black V Hort 
Tilburg, 1V7B Queens Qambit. Tarrssch 
dslenca 

1. |k-OB4,P-<MM,2.N—aB3,N-OB3.3. | 

P-K3, N—as. 4. N— as, P-KS, B P-(M. 

P 04; B. aPa P. OPaP, The more conaar- 
vatiwa 6* N x P would lead to the Sami 
Tarraarh Dsfance 

7. a-K2, B-NS; B. 0-0. P-BB; Black's 
play Is ambitious Given time to support his 
pawn by . P—ON< the qussnsWe major¬ 

ity oould prove to be s decisive long term 
advantage B P-KBS, a-KB4, IIL 
P—QNSI Trying to break the wedge before 
remforimments can arrive i 

ia ...a—QNBI11 a-N2.M-«BI7Wilh i 

the benefit of hindsight one can recom¬ 
mend inatoad 11 BxN 12 BxB N-d(5 | 

and 13 . P—0N4 but Hort s idea Is to | 

meet the natural 12 R—B1 with 12 I 

NxN 13 BkN. B—ne fotlowad by , 

P—OKM supporting his q u ss ns ide without 
ceding Ih* two bishopa ' 

12. MbN. PbN (OIAORAM): IS BaPIt A 
nasty aurpriae tor Black who suddenly finds i 

the initiative wrestsd out of his hand* 

IS. ..PBN;14.aBP. ForhIapleoeLarasn ' 

has acquired two strong pawrw and a 
multitude of attacking possibilities If now 
14 . B—N3 then tS P—OS N-fM 16 

BkP, NaB, 17 PaN gives IMuto a Itilid 
pawn and a condnumg attack. 

14..., O-aS; IB. P-4K1. Q a B; This leads 
to a fatal opening up of the p osition Pose 
IHy baftor is IS , N-M4 16 o-m. 


B-Q3 ds 17. P-a4 B mat by 17 ... 

N-ae4i 

16. PxN. O-KB; 17. PaP, B-OI; On 

17 . R-QNI, 16 OR—Q1 threatoplng 

R—OS I* unpleasant Hort titsa to win a 
tempo by changing rootai flrat 
ia QR-OI, RxR; IB. RaR. 0-0; SOk 
R-OSi O-RI-t; 21. K-Rt. 0-40; Black 
had baan relying on thia raaouroa to aave 
hknaolf, but It m aa t e with a eknpls and naat 
refutation 

22.0-B4IB a R: 21. R a R. ABo wlnnhiB la 
23 P-NB-Q, RaQ.24 QaR4.B-«1.& 
BaB 

21. . . ., O-BS: M. OxB, Again 24 
P—N8«a would aBo arln. btit Ina mova 
B aknplar The rook B no match for 
arat thraa pawna 
21. . . .. 0-01; U. Q-m, CH4I1; BB. 
P-4B2. R-Ot; 27. P-ORB, P-N4: 2B. 
P-4H. R-RI; 2S. P-OIM, P-MM; 28. 
K—N2, R-N2: 31. B-BB, 0-40; 12. 
P IMl P—M; 82. 0—02, laaljto On 
33 R-K4oomaa34 O-BR 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 


I’M OFF to Abu Dhabi, than to Auatralla and 
Loa Angalas You'll gat my naw book white 
I m away Rlxl Markus informed me, quite a 
trip tor a septuagenarian still walking whh 
dmiculty alter a sfcHng accident The new 
book, Bftdg* Around iio WwM (Bodtey 
Head C4 BS) tea awitt-movmg account tri 
tho akllls dramas end oomadte* enoourr- 
tered month by month at the big touma- 
mante This entortainlng apteoda occurred 
at Juan-tae-Pins 


tour or five and make six wHI rarely aam wu 
a bad teora. to bid sbt and maka four or IhB 
wHI ba dteaafroua 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



Tho ugliaal BrttBh alamp B, by ganaral 
oonaanaua. tha td valua In Bw MM of He* 
B au a d In May 1B2B to mark 8w ninth odn- 
greM of lha Utttearaal Poaial Union, haW 
mat month In Loraton Tha 2td ttomp. ki a 
aknllar daoign, ruiw It oloM A* awH sB 
being dBeaUefled edih the dMlnn a ol lha 
two alampa - ‘baar-botUa labalsr. cam> 
pldlnad the Ph/Mahc Magatim- c olte cto iB 
ware ateo unhappy at tha I ndu at o n of a Cl 
elamp In lha aarBa. ainoa thB waa bayend 
tha maana of moat of tham But lha PmW 
Union Congraaa alampa hava p ro ve d a 
aound Inva at mant In unmounted mini oan> 
dWon the lour knv vakia*. including Bto 
ugly id. now soil lor about Cao and tho Cl 
stamp coeia wall over Ct.000 

C.W. HILL 



Dealer, North Gam* all 
A J 10 5 

V A K 9 6 4 
4 K 10 8 6 

« 10 


« K 9 2 
« 6 2 
0 432 
* K8632 


N 

W E 
8 


« 7 

B 0 J to I 
• AOJ87S 

*04 


* A0Se43 

BBS 

♦ — 

« A J B 7 S 


At th* first table In a team event lha North 
South pair was tha tormidabte mixad part 
narship of Bartrand and Jarquallrw 
Romanal lacing Jarw and Tony Prktey This 
was tho bidding 

SOLTIH WEST NORTH EAST 

— - 14(1) 24 

2B(2) No No No 

(1) Showing haarts in the relay syatem 
pls;^ by this pair 

(2) Showing laith 

South lost 200 a saamingly auspieloua 
iMull lor the Pridays But on mi* occasion 
they wars disappointed by Hialr team 
mates Tlnlner (North) and Rod (South) 

SOUTH WEST NORTH FAST 

- - IB 24 

2* No 3A No 

6* No No No 


Tha conlrart wrs not unreasonable but 
with both side suits breaking badly II want 
twc dowr>-s flat board' 

It may be good tactics to bid a sperulalivs 
stem in a team event but In a pairs tha 
situation It quite dHterant Rixl at ona polnr 
makes this saga observation 

(At Pairs) you will find that you will 
always score reasonably wall by bidding a 
game and making ovsrtrirk* Th* important 
poim It to avoid being lha odd man out 
axperianoa has taught me that white to bid 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who were the Tonton Macoute t 

2 What was the Iskra ? 

3 In townscape, what is street 
furniture 7 

4 In which work of Marquis de 
Sado did he describe what Is known 
today as 'sadism' 

5 What Is a Red Qlant? 

e When was the Cominform 
established 7 

7 What Is a cloud chamber 7 

8 Whal IS chemotherapy 7 

" 'UMOIOI 

Cl uoiiisoduloo esoiiM aiBOiuiaqo 
Aq sasea&ip lo luauiiaeji 8 
saioiMed Aieiueuieie pue 6uo|)OBei 

leeionu Apnis O) LtfiL ui uosiiM 

U JL O peiuenui eoiAap v l 
^yei iequio)deQ u) auonorutaui 
i^.utieis uo peMS|tqe)se sem nsauing 
uoneuJfO)U| isiunujuioo eiu, 9 

6)11 8)1 )0 PU8 61)1 iBBU 

leis 1003 A|8A|)Biej eBjei Ajoa y s 
Vtn peqaiiqnd euitanp -y 
3)9 'BpJBIIOq '8)898 '8)G0d-dui81 G 
)U8|q )0 saepi eq) pB9Jds 
oi 0061 'I iequi83ea uo peMB)8 
AU 8 UM 80 )JBB))nis uioi) uiuer Aq 
paqsiiqnd laoinof Aikee/w aqx z 

8)ue 

uoddo ie3|)i|od esijouai o) spiemuo 
8961 uioj) 'ieniaAnq senboar ‘ioi 
-B)3|p qiBH Aq p«)|nJoaj A||Buo8Jad 
aiBM oqM uoi)e8|u6Bio dooj)-uiiO)8 
AjB}i|iiu-pJBd buojie-ooooi V ) 

SUJAASNV 
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this India 



TRIVANDRLM Kissing the bndc 
hds never been tbe custom in India 
as It IS m the West and a middle 
aged man who liied to adopt the 
pleasant custom landed m pohee cus 
tudv Thi ‘ rulpnl Bhaskara Pinai 
of Udyaiikulangara is said to have 
bien an inmati ol the mental hospi 
tal His practice was to dii'Ss himself 
fdiilv well go into houses where 
nidiridgis ail being hdd and mingle 
with the parents a'.d neai relatives 
of the biidc He hoveiid aiound the 
man lagc imndapom, som< turn s giv 
Ing instructions to the people engag 
ed in making the wedding arrange* 
ments He is also said to have been 
beaten up a nunibei ol limes, bul 
that did not detci him from carrying 
out his "call” This became evidcr.i 
when he enter'd a wedding paiidal 
in the nty and hoveied near his usual 
haunt When tin binU and bride 
groom f irro down I'oiii 'In nianda 
pom after the c renionn s, he gave i 
big hug and kiss to the astonished 
bride Thereafter he tried to git 
away but was chased by soijje guests 
and handed over to the police He is 
said to have told the police that he 
had a divine call to be the monaiih 
of tin ni irrnn impni'— Induitt /a 
iT'SS fXdvirr T'einando Truandriiml 
ULURADUN A strange case of claim 
lug travelling allowano has recently 
I come to light An employee ut the 
llttai Piadesh Jal Nigam presented a 
bill to his office foi expenses incur 
red in walking all the way from Ah 
garh to Dchiadun on tranter ihe 
employee leceived his traiisiei orders 
in Aligarh to join at Uehia Dun. He 
' applied fur translci advance wbicli 
was tuined down by his .upeitor> *oi 
I about two months the whereabouts 
I of the employee were not known 
One fine nioining he icached the 
i oftet ol Ihe Jal Nigam ut Deliradun 
I to tom duty After loming he imme 
diatilj presented a bill toi his tiavell 
ing altaw.mcc* insliun Lapress (b t, 
Rastogi, Delhi) 


H jj> V 


PUNE The four convicts m the Man 
wat multiple murder case expressed 
their wish to be pbotogiapbed before 
they were banged to death. Tbe con¬ 
victs — Sopan Thote, Dagdu Bhagoji, 
Devya and Suklya — told tbe Yerwada 
Central Prison authorities here that 
they had nevei been photographed 
and wished to leave their memoiy to 
their relatives Their last wish was 
granted atxording to the jail superm 
tendent, Mr N *P Joshi The killers 
had created panic in 72-74 /rumn fr 
press (J Ramachandran, Hyderabad) 
BANDA Over 500 dogs were ted at 
a speaally ai ranged feast m ChiUa 
town of this drought-hit district of 
UP-Madhya Pradesh bord-r in pur¬ 
suance of widely’held superstition that 
this would bring heavy ram Several 
hundred virgins of the adjoining wreas 
were also served skimmed cuid after 
a day-long yangna to invoke tbe ram 
God - Tin /OIK'S <>1 hulto (O 1* 
Bajaj, Varanasi) 

PUNE Two children suffering trom 
gastroenteritis died m Pimpii Kharal 
wadi area tollowing the lefusal ot 
then parents to seak medical help 
Five yeai old Lalita, daugiitei ot 
Lamdiii Rdju Khaiwat was affected 
by gastiucuteiitis IhictyLaiold biu 
tbei Genu also showed symptonu oi 
the same disease The Fimpn Climch 
wad municipal health uiticci went 
to the area to offer treatment hut tiv 
Lamani family told him that they 
would oflei a sheep as a sacrifice to 
the goddess that the childiv'ii would 
be cured This was then custom — 
Ijk iMv. hnirnal (I Soiiii Idiiiiajin 
Bombay) 

RAJ KOI Ihe indelible mk used id 
ballpens has saved the bankers of the 
flood hit Moivi town the trouble ot 
rewriting bank accounts Itu accounts 
ot 14 banks in Ibi town have not been 
erased despite then lining inundated 
for hours following th< flash flood 
on August 11 “W« would be able to 
settle these account' without diHi 
cultv W' need not even boihci to re 
write many of them’ a managci 
said - the itiru-d cf Intiiu (B B 
Madhiwalla Bombav) 

PAINA An eight} ear old male child 
from Islampur in Naianda district 
Vinnd came to th' childien waid of 
the Patna Medical College Hospi'al 
for treatment He had an abuoinial 
belly swolk n unusually After cantul 
exauiination and all clinical hiv'stigt 
tioifi a tc'ain of doctors headed by I>i 
D K Chcmdliarv di'ndcd in f ivour 
of an operation Ihe boy was cipc'talccl 
upon and a four pound litekss lump 
with sll five fingers intact was taken 
out The lump had a hip and back 
structure with hair showing sign of .i 
head though without eves and nose— 
^vaJchUi/ht (Slnamil I) I’itna) 


ir WE keep our mouUu shot, wg 
will be united —A Balt Pajanigrt 
Petroleum Minister in the oarei 
taker Cabinet 

IF YOU meet a girl cm the atmE 
and she smiles at you, you caoMl 
assume she will marry yon — a 
N. Bahuguna’s comment on Cha- 
ran Singh's assumption that Uta 
CFD would merge in the Lok Dal 
WHILE IHE electorate has dm 
option to elect a candidate only 
once in five years tbe elected can¬ 
didate could, if be so wiahedi 
change bis Psrty alignments even 
twenty times a day—D. D. Thaknr, 
Minister for Finance, Jammu tm 

SU’teHmsE we know what die 
common man is thinkiim Don't 
forget we make films for Un 
every year A film maker is • 
very intelligent man, don’t undap- 
estimate him — Dev Anand, Hindi 
film actor 

IF WE are returned to power, 
Sanjeeva Reddy will not remain 
even for a d&v — Chandrashekhar, 

IHls COUNTRY was created in 
the name of Islam and in Islam 
there is no provision for Western- 
type elections — Pakistan’s Presi¬ 
dent, General Zia-ulHaq 
THI HI ARE a tew blokes in tbe 
English side 1 want to shut up. 
Bothatn has been mouthing off a 
bit, &o I will shut him up—Jeff 
Thomson 


humour in real life 



AN OlTlfJf- employee with an 
uncertain command ovei English 
applied for leave tor the follow 
ing reason "loi change of 
wile’ When the annoyed boss 
wanted It ccdiafted all that tbe 
peison could manage was “for 
change ol climate, of wife"—Amt- 
ittbha DuHa, fatcrutlci 
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DELHI DIARY 


RECALLED TO LIFE 


TBE ConiKM (I) iMiMr, Mr C M. 

U It au tiM tnor 

from Idduki u Voral* to Hvh 
Dalhi to pit hinueir uuiaat ^ 
Janata loader, Mr Atal 
payee, who » itandliic from ms 
ldT7 conadtiieaqr, Mew Delhi. Mr 
Stephen, if you recall travelled 
from the Concraas (S) to theCon- 
gnu (I) loitf after the aput in 
the Party to baoome the laader of 
the Oimoaitloa in the last Lok 
Sabha. Be doea not like to he 
reminded about his 'defection' 
from the Gonsress (8) to the 
Consram (I) but that Is exactly 
what a senior INTUC leader of 
Delhi M very dsft!^ tiie other 
day. The oocaaion was the meet* 
inf of ZNTUC functinnafiea in its 
headquarters here. There the 
IMTUC leader raised the issue (rf 
the "sudden disappoaranos” of 
Mrs Indira OandhTs portnft from 
the oAoe and demanded an en* 
quiry. The Delhi leader, who is 
openly afainst Bfrs Gandhi and 
has opposed the INTUC fiat tiiat 
its supporters work for the Con* 
(tress (I) in the oominp elections, 
persisted with the denuwd for an 


and official residences the Presl* 
den ,’s role has not been any 
beirer. It is learnt, that the p4aa 
to bnUd flats for Oentral Ministers 
was Anally given up because the 
President felt that ft would teduoe 
the amount of open space around 
lUuriitrapati Bhavan. Didn^ the 
Presideat say once that be wanted 
to move Into a smaller place ? 

STILLBORN 


inmiinr. Mr Stephen was embar* 
tesssd and pleaded with the local 
leader not to raise tiie issue. D 
seams that soon after tiw 18Tf de> 
fmt Mr Sisphon had inaiated on 
lifae Gandhi's poctrait beinc re* 
moved from the INTUC odlce. In 
fact, after a few days whan he 
found that the portrait was sUll 
thara, be got it removed In his 
praMncB by one of the pecms in 
tte ofloB. But thrne is .an element 
of coadlstency in Mr Stephen. The 
portrelt reappeared in the INTUC 
oOos some time ago at Ma own 
instance. 

MUGHAL-E-AZAM 

THE latest case of a high digni 
tery wanting e bigger house is 
ibe new ViotsFresM^, Mr M. 
MkiayatuUah. Re apparently con¬ 
siders the bungalow occupied by 
bis predecessor, Mr B. D. Jatti, in 
Dupleix Road not big enough for 
him. He has indica ^ bis prefer¬ 
ence for a house in Wiilingdon 
Crescent- The department con¬ 
cerned wkh aliotment of houses 
to VIPs is in a diterama. There 
is "the Government's directive to 
cut down expenditure; and if • 
new bungalow on WilbngdoD Cre- 
sent has to be redone in a man¬ 
ner befiting the office of the Vice- 
Pretident, then it will cost a pret¬ 
ty penny. But dhen who onres 
anyway. In the matter of economy 



and the threat of penal action 
hang over the Arm's bead for 
a long time. It dioae the soft 
option of paying an important per¬ 
son Rs. 5 luchs and closed the 
matter. The autiimritles can in¬ 
vestigate this if they wish to. 

ALL IN THE FAMILY 

THAT decision making in the 
Congress(I) is highly centralised in 
the Mrs Gendni-Saiyay Gandhi 
team, is well known. But now that 
these is more work in view of 
the coming elections they have 
had to delegate responsibility to 
trus worthy'^ peraons. The print¬ 
ing of posters and other publicity 
material la one such area where 
lakhs can be made, if one wants 
to. Who should this task go to 
but the mother-in-law of Mr Gan¬ 
dhi and the printer and publisher 
of the family journal Swim, Mrs 
Ame esbwar Anand. She alone 
will now distribute the printing 
contracts for oentrally produred 

B ublid y material of the Congress 
[). Naturally some in the Party 


MRS GANDHI la a pati master at 
breaking Partita, hm- own aa wbll 
as others. The flimstars* Party 
was hardly bom when the Con- 

r m (1) kader threw a nannei 
its woika by sanding feelers to 
its bigwigs that she would be will* 
ing to give some of them Congress 

2 ) tickets. Ilte result is that the 
mstars' Party bat failed to take 
oft. Raj Kapoor, who was with the 
new Party, has now been won over 
by Mrs Gandhi. The ageing actor 
has been offered a constituency in 
Bombay. 

STEEL BONANZA 

A MAJOR vanaspati maonfactur- 
tng Arm which imported vegetable 
crik from abroad in steel otmtain- 
ers and sold the containers as cut 
steel sheets was hauled up by the 
authorities some weeks ago. Th> 
Arm had prcKured licences onK 
for the import of the oil hut made 
a neat pile by selling the steel as 
well It did not have any liornce 
to import steel and technicailv 
paid no import duty on the steel 
it resold. Was the vanaspati im¬ 
ported on actual users licences 7 
There couM be a lot iff quibbltr 


some who had always cornered 
them will be hurt. The axe will 
fall most beavlk on s press in 
Btiiadur Shah Zafar Marg which 
hsa prospered over the years on the 
bounty bestowed by the Congress 
Party. 


BIG IS BOUNTIFUL 

THE GongreuG) was never short 
of funds and in the coming ba'.tle 
at the hustings K began as the 
top favouH.e of big bosiness and 
industry. But the recent procla¬ 
mation by Party presideiu Mrs 
Gandhi that she wU lower the in¬ 
come tax rate and bring indua-'rial 
stability has further endeared the 
Party to that iobby which is pour¬ 
ing in money into the Congress(I) 
coffers. Mr Sanjay Gandhi, who 
had caUed for the lowering of the 
tax rate and a .squeeze on trade 
uuiem activity in his damous 
speech in CalcntJta during the 
Emergency on the eve the 
1976 Budget is happy. Mather is 
on the same wave length. We 
ieam ‘hmt opt of every Rs. 100 
that big business will give, Rs. 79 
will go to Mrs Gandhi, Rs. 15 to 
B^uji and the remaining Rs. 15 
will be shared by the other Parties 
including the JanatafSKtongreas 
alliance. 
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it$ her year... she deserves a special stft... 

The Gift of Faith 


Sotmti m w your chifckan 
MhtyourbiBMhaway.A vMivaof 
happmes i anpulft you. At the 
Sight of one Wtle hm offam^ 
MKi e fkMwer At the touch of 
Mhy-iPft erms wound yoUr neck. 
At e oianoe et thee inwediMy 
long behet sweeping their cheeks 
as they sleep like Htm angels 
And m that mMnee |oy. you can't 


help but believe m the goodness 
of e Divine Being. Sotnaone 
who has cfsatad such perfection 
Pass tha precious beiiof to 
your children Thwr childhood is 
the bme to mould their characters 
And shape their destinies C9ve 
them the gift of an unshskeeble 
feith that wili help and guide them 
their whole lives through 




Carona Cares 

A tribute to children 

in the International Yew of the Child 


Itoad OfflM 321 tMaWior Naat»|i Itaal SomlMv 400001 
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Discover the world of 
9 VIKAS paperbacks 9 

BELLBOOKS BELL BOOKS BELL BOOKS BELL BOOKS BELL BOOKS 


Cricket Books X Sports &■ Games 


1 Doug Wright CRICKET SKILLS & 
TECHNIQUES A Comprahansivs Guida to 
Coaching & Playing /is 6 

2 Narottam Pun CRICKET QUIZ /is 6 

i Peter Walker CRICKET CONVERSATIONS 
/is 9 50 

4 PartabBamchand GREAT MOMENTS IN 
INDIAN CRICKET ffs 7 50 

b Ra|u Bharatan INDIAN CRICKET: THE VITAL 
PHASE /is 9 50 

» Vijayan Bala INDIAN TEST CRICKET : 

A Statistical Digest fts 8 50 

J Narottam Pun SPORTS QUIZ Rs 8 SO 

8 Dicky Rutnagur TEST COMMENTARY 
A Diary of India Vs. England Rs 9 50 


Self-Help Books 

9 Ajay Rai INTELLIGENCE & GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE QUOTIENT Rs 5 
to S K Sachdeva SECRET OP SUCCESS IN 
INTERVIEW Rs 6 50 

' 1 A)av Rai VIKAS OBJECTIVE BOOK OF 
KNOWLEDGE 1980 Rs 20 
12 S K Sachdeva VIKAS GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
OBJECTIVE TYPE 1980 Rs 7 

'iSK Sachdeva VIKAS ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 1980 Rs 22 
14 C S Bed! VIKAS GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
REFRESHER 1979 Rs12 
S K Sachdeva VIKAS OBJECTIVE TEST IN 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 1980 Rs 22 


VIKAS NEWS 

Begin an adventure into the world of knowledge 
by subscribing to VIKAS NEWS, our highly 
readable monthly magazine 
Annua! Subscription Rs 6 


f T/ca rft* rrfr* ^Serra//Vo«- ) | 
I and post tha coupon to us Books worth Rs JSl- or j 
j moro VPP Post Pro* | 

I Atom* __ j 

I Address ...._....... 


16 Max Euwe & Walter Metden CHESS MASTER 
V. CHESS AMATEUR Rs 9 50 

17 Norman Squire CONTRACT BRIDGE - HOW 
TO BECOME A CHAMPION Rs 6 50 

18 Richard Auttmsn LEARN TO PLAY GOLF 
Rs6S0 

19 James Allen LEARN TO PLAY TENNIS 

Rs6 50 

20 Chris Landers LEARN TO SKI Rs 6 50 

21 Mike Krein LEARN TO SWIM Rs 6 50 

22 Ben Cohen & Rhoda Ledeter THE ABC OF 

CONTRACT BRIDGE Rs 8 50 
2iK0 Bosen THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO POLE 
VAULTING Rs 7 50 

24 John Goodbody JUDO: How to Become a 
Champion Rs 7 50 


Your Horoscope 
1980 


Anas, Tauras G*mini Cancer I bo Virgo Libia 
Scorpio. Sagitt^riua, Capneorn Aquariua Pla ce* 

Raniakrishnasarathy the world lamous astro pal 
mist consultant at the Ashoka Hotel New Delhi 
predicts 1980 tor you This is an astrological 
ready reckoner that also gives vour 

• General character with cues for 
improvement 

• Compatibility patterns in marriage 

• Fruitful dates 

e Astraliy propitious stones 
e Beneficent colours 

Included also is an initiation into Pranayama the 
science of breathing and an exciting forecast of 
the trends in world politics 

Rs 3 each 


S AvSilshlf with III hiding htiulMlIi rt n L'uding 
M Oulib Singb It ions A H Whrehr Higgin 
bolhims bonAUilIt md Vilis Mndil Bnokthuo 
Clihilfi Mirg upp Insldute of Iconumic G ottfh 
Delhi Asbok Hi/pith Cbiwhitli Pilni oi tirtlr to 

Vikas Publishing House Pvt Ltd 

VIKAS HOUSE 20/4 Industrial Area Sahibabad 
Distt Ghaziabad U P Phone 205290 



















Ibp Positions! 

Not Just Success/ 

Here is what IAS Tappers say 



This IS 

to acknowledge 
the help I have 
derived from 
your magazine 
in the course 
of my preparation 
for I A S. 

credit for this 
success of mine 
goes to Competition 
Success Review 
Hrusikoeh Panda 
I.A.S. TOPPER 
1978 



Extremely 
thankful to 
your magazine 
for my getting 
into I A S 
this year I 
being a regular 
reader of 
Competition 
Success Review r 
found It very 
useful 

Syamal Kumar Sarkar 
n POSITION 
IN i.A.8. 1978 


To Win Top Positions in All Competitive 
Examinations, Read This Month And Every Month 


competition 



review 


A/ow Selling Over 100,000 Copies 
Every Month 

On the occasion of crossing sale of 1,00,000 copies, 
we offer SENSATIONAL DISCOUNT OF Rs.ZS 

on 1 year subscription (Free Books worth Rs 18 
plus discount of Rs 8 on annual subscription) 


BOOKS WORTH R8.18 

10 the sobsmbers of COMPETITION SUCCESS REVIEW- 
DIARY 1980-R8 12,General Knowledge Today-Ps6 


t ONE YEAH 1 

UaaaI 


-aOISCOUNT COUPON. 

* Please enrol me as subset iber for 
g Competition Success Review at a 
f concessional rate of Rs 28 
R instead of regular news stand rate 
! of Rs 36 I have sent Rs 28 

g by M 0 No_Dalo_ . 

I to Competition Review Pvt ltd 
I 604 Piabhat Kuan Haiendra Place 
I New Delhi 110008 

■ NAME _ __ 

■ ADDRESS __ _ . _ 


I Kindly add Rs 2 for despatch oi 
I Free Books by Recorded Delivery 

*,^ [valid iintil PgQ ♦. Mwe| „ 


Available at ail leading news stalls or from 

COMPETITION REVIEW PVT. LTD. 

604, Prabhat Kiran, Rajendra Placa, New Oelhi-11 0 008 Ph . B82898 
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FROM THE START 
Amulspray—India's moat 
poiMilar baby food 

Mor* mothtrs using baby food choose 
AmuUprsy than any other baby food 

Because Amulspray is • perfectly balanced 

• vitamin ennched e assy to digest 

• dissolves easily 

Braast faadlng is Natural 
Remembei mother s milk is by far the best 
for baby It is extremely difficult to substitute 
for breast milk 

All mothers therefore should feed thair 
infants at the breast as long as the quantity 
of milk remains adequate 

However if your breast milk is not sufficient 
for baby start him on Amulsprsy 













Amulspray starts the growth 
onhfBalannJ helps continue 










3rd MONTH ONWARDS 
Balamul as wail 

No other solid food is good enough for y3ur 
Amulsprsy baby 

Why a specially prepaiad, balanced 
aolid food after 3 months? 

Because your beby is growing so fas*' 

Ho doubles his birth weight m 6 months 
his brain is 80 , developed by throe yoari, 
Milk atone is nnt enough >(>ur baby needs 
piotein> vitamins and minerals m a balanced 
loim thol only Balamul ideally piosidi s 

Balamul—apecially eraatad for the 
Indian baby 

Balamul has been specially formulated with 
the help of the Central Food Technolcrgicat 
Beseari h Institute Mysore and lasted at the 
c.hristier Medical College Velloie 

Balamul more nutrition more value 

• at least 2b‘‘ more protein than other 
branded cereal foods 

• more calcium Vitam n A and C 

• fortified with balanced quan'ities of (at 
iron and Vitamin 8 i. oniplex 

• pre coofed in milk Easy to digest 

• delicious mixes easily with da' mashed 
tru Is puddings 

Balamul gives TWICE the value for your 
money than any othar brandad caraat 


Intnimstna Amul Baby Book and Balamul (nowih Racerd Booalai ir (nelias 
Baby Booa alao in H n1 Maiaih Ciujaiat Bangal Tam I Taiugu and Malayalam 
Write in Roai Boa Nu li>1 ^a Bomnav a^iO 001 « in your romplaia addiaaa and 
he 1 00 eeaiaya aiampa 
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Owjsr* Cccpwrif VP M Ik Mprhwiino 
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On 

toasts 


Over 

■crackers 



Between 
'k breads 


'" With 
desserts 


Inside 


puffs... 


We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 

NOG4 


Mixed fruit Jam Orange M-m-marmaiade 

The choicest fruits Made trom fresh-picked 
get themselves into Naqpur oranges.A delicious 
this jam W3V to enjoy an orange 

And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 
to toast yourself Mango jam 
at breakfast Strawberry jam 

And Guava jelly 

a NOGA -ITS OMLY NATURAL! 

■oaS Maharashtra Aepo Inclii tri* [)f vi ( orposiiuv) I til Noqa Urnl NrKjpur 


MAI ♦ /) 


Thank you for bearing with us. 

Wa are together once again as one family 
continuing our tradition of eighty years— 
blending and delivering to your satisfaction— 
the finest quality Lipton teas. 

And now that we are back, you will find 
that Lipton tea was worth waiting for. 


The tea that was worth waiting for 


fumiil 
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Nescafe 




(?i^ 
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y Wn LfJ'^gest selling 
!iflj’ instant coffee 
,'// in the world 


''**•■4 W-., <• V ' 


the only instant coffee 

made from 100% pure coffee 


ns/CAa~a/T* 
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When you think of 

SECURITY 

of valuables 
at your home 


Remember 

Safe- 

Deposit 

Almirah 


'Guaranteed 

for 

5 

I yean 




KARNATAKA 

STATE LOTTERY 









BUMPEK 


ij 
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Suvega: stiBatthetop-inmopeds 

Only from Suvega: "balanced" 
design for greater stability and 
front/rear suspensions for a 
, . \ smoother ride. 



/ t MOPEOS 
S# INMA 
^LWmiTIO 

TlniM< Aii«ir<rrad«* 


[ wry IhvnK * nwiped shotid be 



Suvega (S the only Moped that offers a 
specially balanced,internally reinforced, 
frame design And the result? Extra safety 
stability and road gripping power Even 
with extra load or a pillion rider oni 

What s more Suvega s unique front and 
rear suspensions absorb road shocks 
which means comfortable ride everytime 

Pius all these star features: 

e Hard chromed aluminium alloy cylinders 
for longer life and extra Kms 
e Automatic clutch foi ease and ei onomy 
e Needle roller bearings for smootlier 
movements and longer lives of parts 

And Suvega is backed up by the widest 
after sales service networi and all India 
availab lity of spares 


If even Saridon can*t 
relieve your headache, consult a doctor. 


One Saridon quickly 
eases Iteadache 
away. Leaves you 
relaxed and refreshed 
Sometimes fiowever. 
a headache can be 
so severe or stubborn 

Saridon 


Kr 4t4* 



that even Saridon 
may not help 
Af such times 
consult a doctor Let 
the doctor prescribe 
what's right for you 


The strong one.The safe one. 
Just one is enough. 









\ MY OWN colour 
OICTIONARV 

A livaly book tuiUbU 
for young chtldran «vho 
iro bcgiMAing <v rr«d 
lor ih«m»elvftt bin wbo 
flood iHo holp ol fO 0 M> 
firoi clooa ort work to 
rocogntoo oomo of iho 
moot common wordt 
thoy moot in thoir 
ovorydoy hlo 
b4pODoa 

SBOTiTutfuiiont 






^4.THr tNCY^^LORIOlA 
C^ MOOIAN HISTORY 
A noMT MOPulor 
ilfuviiiiioU onryctopodio 
ol Iho hiotofy ot Iho 
modorn worlds tho 

f ionoil uf two coniunoa 
oliawing tho Amoncon 
onU ftonch Rovolutigna 
during ovnich iho world 
•0 wo know It to day 
took Ihopo Tho 
movomonto inoia 
political chonooa and 
influoniiol poraona aro 
doaviibod in aiioighi 
forward lorma 903 pagoa 
200 coleor and 300 b^t» 
and whno iMuaitoliona 






2 1 000 ORFAT UVt > 
A aemponion vulumo 
to t 000 Groat Svanii 
Yhio 10 MPi oaoMing 
lunior liiatory of tho 
worlo told tSrDugh iho 
tifa atonao el ono 
ihouoand famouo 
paopla—a ehlldron • 
who waa who 
920 pagaa Full colour 
and two colour 
iliuairatlons throughout | 
Alao In tha aanaa 
91 OOCORfAT CVfNTS 


^^^l2A«t TRFASURkS 
or THt WORLD 
A doiarvadly popular 
W turvoy ol ina moai 
routrtanding maaiarpioraa 
In th# tvoluiion of 
!>« nttng aculptura and 
avi hitatiura from 
t-f mtl VO timaa to lha 
20th raniury 
«F8pio«i» 2B6tnlojr 
2b I black li 
Wh te liluairationa 
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U.HUHAN ANATOMY 
FOR THr AH1IS1 
A aupaib book of laiimg 
value to An arudantc and 
those intaroaiad m Art 
I uli of aMciallv r ommla 
•lonao drawings ot lha 
vary htghaat ouolltv 
197 pagok 100 block 0 
whMO iHuoirationo j 



Availablo ot oil book ahopa 
Foi VPF Post Froo aupply wrtto to 
TH0 MACMILLAN COMPANY OP INDIA LTD » 
OMorroniilo Houao Mogocmo Jlrool 
oAoay Rood (laat) Bombay 400010 
204 Boprn Baner Gaitgulv Siroot CaWMita 700013 
021 ParuHoRcrad kkadiaa 0O0U04 
a2M0 Antart Rnarl Uaryagartl Now Dolhi 110002 
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bathday tn you! 
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Stop bad breath... 
f^t tooth decay with 
Co^ate Dental Cream 


How Colgate s trusted 
foirtiuin works 


I li 1 I 
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It k iL iT"* [■ 


For cleaner fiesher breath 
and whiter teeth more people 
buy Colgeta then 
arvv othei toothpaste 
in the world! 


Onl) a dentist can give you 

better dental care. 
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An 


anchor for the future. 




Your future security could depend a lot 
upon how resourceful you are today. 

Bank of India extends loans to a 
number of self-employed people to 
create a living for themselves. 

Help them buy fishing boats, and 
other accessories for the fishing 
industry in India Which has resulted in 
an improvement in the fishing trade, 
a better way of life and more 
foreign exchange. 

Besides assisting with loans repayable 
at a low rate of interest. Bank of India 
has a number of savings schemes to 
suit your every requirement 

Visit your nearest Bank of India branch 
today. Secure your future with India's 
largest nationalised bank. 
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Bank of India 

lA (jdvurtiniyrii of India OrKlorf.ikniy) 

y Where service makes the tHfferenee. 
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OIM OO 


Must you suffiBrduqjped ddn and 
cracked lips every winter? 

Protect yourself these four wa|^! 




1 All those hot,steamy baths uou Iviue 
every winter morning doni help a bit 
Vbu end up losing vital moisture and your 
skin b&[x)rnes scaly and dry 
Bathe m tepid water If you can’t stand 
the thought of cold baths 




2 If you don’t have the time to oil yuur,self, 
try this quick,simple alternative 
Alter your bath, put in a few drops of 
olive oil -even coconut c^l will do-into a 
mug of warm water arrd spia^ it all over 
your body Then just pat yourself dry 
with a towel 




3 Those winter winds raise 
a lot of dust And dirt and cracked skin 
are a dangerous combination 
A flood home remedy is a'maida and 
milk paste rubbed into the skin 
Just sec the dirt come out and your 
skin glow 


Boroiine is a must in winter 

i1assa« the gentle, rvourishing cream 
into dl the affects^ areas-your face lips.arms, 
neck, hands, elbows,waist and feet 
Boroiine helps prevent chapping 
peeling and rashes 

It also works as an antiseptic for 
minor ruts and abrasions and protects 
cracked skin irom infection 


ANnStPTIC PtmUMLDCRI-AM 

BOROUNE 

Protects your skin 



G.&PharmBonidcali UiTitod 
BoKamHouw Calcutu700003 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


The Bahuguna story lUdayan Sharma 37 


SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Dirty CalcuttajQunter Grass 66 


ELECTION SPECIAL 


United we stand a chancejS P. Sagar 52 
Ft's Mrs Gandhi or Bi)u|Swarup Jena 
NotesjM. J. Akbar 


These are crucial ttntas tor votaries of dialectical 
materialism. The Lett movement in India having passed 
through some very dltflcull stages, often looking as 
thougn it would never survive, the uneApected cnange 
ol circumstances following the announcement ol mid¬ 
term elections must appear as a splendid opportunity 
to all Lett Parties to improve their standing in nu'iunal 
politics. SUNDAY correspondents assess their raUngs 
in the national and regional arenas 
to find how they plan to tackle 
the elections, and how good their chances are 


The hope of a grand alliance ol the Lok Dal, Conyie^i- 
and Left Parties received a severe jolt with the resigna¬ 
tion of H N. Bahuguna from the Government In a dn 
tailed exclusive interview Bahuguna outlines hir. differ¬ 
ences with Charan Singh. Also an asscssmrrnt ot Bahu 
guna the politician : Was he too clever 7 


Scream of Silent VaileyiArthur Pats 44 
Janata routed in SiKkimjTapas Mukherjee 
Rendered speechlesslAnll Grover 
Jastok on dialysis lAshish Hatadhyaksha 
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Khaas Bast 64 


VARIETY 


Sundayweek 75 

Cormr.s . Peanuts 77 
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Moot ant 60 



GUNTER GRASS, German novelist par excellence decided 
to give himself a novel present for his fiftieth bnlhdav 
He wrote : "The Flounder". We publish extracts describ¬ 
ing his visit to Calcutta where he imagines himself a.s a 
Vasco da Gama reincarnate. He fmds, he most 
wants to visit the goddess Kali end see her slick r>ut her 
tongue. Destruction obsesses him; hts only solution 
for Catcutte is to wipe it out. 


Covei transparency of t M S. 
Biswar.'jnjan Rakshi’. and ol If. N. 


Namboodiripad by 

Kamal Sahai. 
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Totally different LIRIL. Rippled green with the 
exciting freshness of limes Tangy, tingling LIRIL 
. makes a fresh new woman of you. 


THE FRESHNESS StKP with die exatuig btshness Of limes 
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Uncovered 


T he cover story “The Film Under¬ 
world” (September 16) was a 
wonderful expose of whatever goes 
on behind the scenes in the industry. 
H is true that the Hindi film environ¬ 
ment is polluted by uosorupulous 
people, to the extent that it cannot 
maint^na high standard. In helpless¬ 
ness, We have been forced to accept 
this as something that will never be 
changed. And we are in no position 


even to hope for changes until the 
luminaries of the industry do a quit^ 
bit of revaluation. 

Shirsanka. Calcutta^ 

THE article was an eye opener, lite¬ 
rally and metaphorically. 

C. Jagannuiham, Hyderabad. 

IT is really unfortunate that SUN¬ 
DAY is losing its sophisticated flavour 
by switching over to the style adop 
by some of the film magazines. 
Ashish Saha, Calcutta. 

THE story as well as the highly pro¬ 
vocative cover just go to show that 
your moral dcpruvfty is unlimited. It 
was none of your business to delve 
into the -quagmire of Indian dnema, 
which should be the exclusive pre¬ 
rogative ot the film magazines. Al¬ 
though we know full well that your 
attitude towards the three W’s (wine, 
women and wealth) cannot be chan¬ 
ged, we persist in writing this even 
though we strongly suspect it will be 
consigned to the waste paper basket. 
Ja)iar Das and Kartick Chandra Das, 
Calcutta. 

YOUR cover picture was straight out 
of Khajuraho. I told my daughter 
that as she had seen the cover, she 
was lucky to have seen all of Kha¬ 
juraho—at the Lxmcessional rate of 
just one rupee. 

L. A. Ramanathan, Mysore. 

I DO not think your cover pleased 
many people and I hope such obsce¬ 


nity will not be repeated. The cover 
would have been widely appredated 
if you had shown Sunuy executing 
his favourite stroke instead. However, 
the article made up for the lapse on 
the cover. 

Disha KartMk, New DeOti. 

I TORE up the cover in disj(ust 
Couldn't you have put a less sugges¬ 
tive photo on the cover and shifted 
the one of Rajesh and Tina into an 
inconspicuous place inside tiie maga¬ 
zine where it would not have been 
so offensive? It is astonishing that 
an esteemed weekly like SUNDAY 
should publish sudb alluring covers. 
But I must add that 1 enjoyed rea¬ 
ding the articles, 

Mitrojeet Bose, Ranchi. 

I'HE COVER smacked of vulgarism 
and vulgarity and bad taste. Why 
must you vie with other magazines 
on the subject of obscenity? SUN¬ 
DAY has already established itself 
a.s a journal ol very high standing 
and any attempt to increase your 
circulation by publishing such ob¬ 
scene pictures ma.v even prove coiin- 
ler-productlve. 

N. N. Sen, Calcutta. 

IHANK YOU for publi.shing that 
pUmugraph of Rajesh Khanna and 
Tina on the cover. 1 am sure that 
other Raje.sh Khanna fans must have 
been equally delighted to see the 
photograph of their guru on the 
cover of such a popular magazine. 
-Samrt Kumar. Calcutta. 


Deserted, by George! 

A GREAT deal of credit must go 
to Mr George Fernandes for 
organising a mass railwaymen’s strike 
for the first time in India. But he 
should face tiic brickbats at the same 
time he receives the kudos. 

Propriety demanded Mr Fernandes' 
taking charge as Railway Minister 
when the Janata Government was 
installed in 1977 but he not only 
skipped taking the railways portfolio, 
he also stripjii^ himself of all res¬ 
ponsibility to the P&T department as 
he was obviously not able to face the 
working class, whose champion he 
had once been. Perhaps be thought 
that by becoming the Industries 
Minister be could maintain his image 
of a popular leader instead of run¬ 
ning the risk of incurring the dissa¬ 
tisfaction of the railway and P dt 1 
workers who were at loggerheads 
with him. Again, morality called for 
the resignation of Mr Fernandes 
from the Government in the event of 
his failure to give bonus to railway- 
men or his failure to persuade the 
Union Cabinet to give them bonus. 
Yet he clung to power instead till he 
felt it was unsafe to do so on politi¬ 
cal grounds. 


One feels that Mr Fernandes cham¬ 
pioned his own cause in 1974 rather 
than that of the raihvaymen. He has 
rightly said that the Railway lYade 
Union leadership is corrupt, but it is 
no more comij^ than the railway 
administration itself. And Mr Fer¬ 
nandes has to admit that his contri¬ 
bution to the eradicakm of this evil 
was nil 

Mr Fernandes has also made some 
errors in his article. It was not at 
the insistence of the Railway Board 
that there was a mushrooming of 
categorj^wisc trade unions as he ar¬ 
gues. This was inevitable as the 
]yRF and NFIR, the two recognised 
federations, failed to deliver the 
goods. The firemen of Southern 
Railway, disgusted and disappmnted 
about their working conditions, low 
salaries and the inhuman treatment 
meted out to them by the railways 
formed the Firemen's Council in 
1966-67. It was afterwards that tbc 
drivers, motoniicn, assistant drivers, 
shunters etc. mined the bandwagon 
which later eircrgcd as the All-India 
Loco Running Staff Association. 

Likewise, Mr Fernandes’ contentioo 
that the Loco Running Staff Associa¬ 
tion resisted the strike move due to 
a p.svcho.sis of dwindling militancy 
but joined later is also incorrect. Mr 


Fernandes should have honc.stiy ad¬ 
mitted the fact that had the CWC of 
the AILRSA at its meeting at Vi¬ 
jayawada on April 12, 1974 not 
decided to join the striki-, things 
would have ht-en different today. 

There was uo attempt by the AIRF 
for regrouping and maintaining the 
unity of railwavmen after the strike 
as Mr Fernandes says. Instead ot 
keeping the NCCRS (National Co 
ordination Committee for Railway- 
men's Struggle) intact, the AIRF 
broke it. A.s a result of this there 
was no proper machinery to look 
after the viclimised employees. Many 
of thmu starved; manv.lnst their 
jobs permanently, manv died or eom- 
mitted .suiddi-. 

The sincerity and gtio<’ -nt minns 
ol Mr Fernandes are at .stake. The 
railwaymen have lost faith in his 
leadership as also in other political 
personalities. If at all he- urgani.se.s 
another strilw*, it will again be to 
champion his own cause and not 
theirs, the railwaymen think. And 
any other strike move with the 
leadpr.sbip of any other political dig¬ 
nitary will evoke exactly tlx* .same, 
feeling from them. 

V. K. Srikumar, Palfihat (Vice Presi¬ 
dent. All India Loco Running Staff 
Association). 









It is not for the run of every mill. 
Only the more profit-conscious ones. 


Nirester texturised polyester filament yarn. 
It is a unique combination of strength and softness. 
Strong enough to withstand the rougher handling of 
even older cotton mill equipment. Yet soft enough for 

the finest fashion fabrics. 

Nirester texturised polyester filament yarn undergoes 
a very special manufacturing process. One that 
includes twisting and re-setting the individual 
filaments In the yarn.This causes the yarn to fluff up. 
The result is a tremendous increase in tensile strength. 
Better performance during the weaving process. 

And a unique 'softness' to the touch. 

Nirester texturised yam. It feels better. It falls better. 
It takes dyes better. Naturally, consumers like its more 

sophisticated-looking finish. 

Weave the magic of Nirester texturised filament yam 
into your fashion fabrics. And add to its fashion appeal. 

And your profit margins. 

Nirester! 

texturised polyester 



At last! A fashion filament yarn that isn’t fiat! 



What a letdown I 

I N HIS lone article “TIk fateful 
days" (September 16) George 
Fernandes, in the section entitled 
“Opposition unprepdred”, blasts the 

? 'OUth, students and general public 
or their lack of interest in the rail* 
waymen's movement He also ihasti 
ses them for their lack of support 
but perhaps he is nut aware ot the 
hardships the general public suffer 
at the hands of railway men With the 
image of the Indian railways as bad 
as It IS, how does Mr rernandes ex¬ 
pect to get any public sympathy^ 

He aim seems to be ignorant of 
the mai^c powers of railwaynion 
who outdo iMgia Pasha and P C 
Sorrar Jr in sheer lei ins of magic 
Apples change to bricks and pebbles 
enter sUtrhed gunny hags cuntaining 
rice during tiansportation by rail 
A. C. Gael, Solan 


Wool over your eyes 

*Tn(E REPORT by S. N. Wagle on 
R Fr Bode D’Costo. "Smug^r or 
Blackmail Vktini'* (September IQ la 
so full of lies and mistakes that I 
wonder bow K got past the editor. 
There is reference to me, as the 
lather of Aliwyn Fernandes, that says 
I am on the ConnniUee tor Truth. 
Justice and Peace “baaed m tbe asb- 
lam itselP’ and opposed tp Fr Bede, 
lhat this IS an utter lie will be evi¬ 
dent from a pamphlet on 
which my name apjpears. A perwal 
of the pamphlet will make it obvious 
to anyone that this committee is 
opposed to the Agnel Aidiram Fa¬ 
thers to whom I'r Bede la opposed, 
r urther, this pamphlet was 
printed by father himaeK and 
given to me It was he who put ftiy 
name on it. 


Fr Bede hM eitlier oneoaeded in 
fooling Mr Wmle who swallowed, 
everything he aaM without asking 
tor proof, or your oorrespondent got 
everything mixed up and produced 
the hotch-potch article he did that 
does not make sense to us here m 
Bombay who ore better infonned 
about these things. God save SUN¬ 
DAY from such correspondents. 

The least 1 would have expected 
of your oorrespondent Is that he 
cross<lierk the malidous allegations 
and insinuations made 1 have never 
been a devotee of the ashram at any 
time in my 63 years, nor have I 
stepped in there or met any of the 
priests who run tbe establishment, or 
been associated with it in any way 
Your correspondent’s claim therefore 
IS simply absurd. 

I hope you will print this letter in 
fairness to me. 

Lawrenco Fernandes, Bombay. 


UNI. tails to ufxlei stand the rele 
vanie of publishing an account ot 
the lailway strike ot 19/4 five yeais 
after it took place except maybe to 
build up the image ot Mi Feinandcs, 
wniih has been tarnished recently 
Adilya, New Deiht. 

THk AltrK'fJ. made lUuminating 
leading, although ceitain poitiuns 
hi mg lu mind the question ‘ Is Mi 
(lemge lernandcs loyal even to his 
trade union comrades with whom be 
has so sacredly assouated himself m 
the past/’’ 

Sxidiiarth (.haturoed*. Fitani 

IN IHL face of such inediiirncv, 
uegUgeuoe and mismanagement, the 
railways owe us, then lustnracrs, an 
evplanatfon Is this the manner in 
which they serve the public* 

Dr S K. Gupta, Kutnardhubi 

AS A passenger who has a longstan¬ 
ding complaint against the railways 
• -which the authorities have not had 
the courtesy to reply to—I stand 
convimed that meffinenry u the nnlv 
crkerinn fot an administiativo po.st 
in the railways 
P K Mitra, Lucknovf 


Vanishingtrix 

I T WAS wonderful to hear that 
SUNDAY will he printed from 
Madiat a.-i well Glad news indeed 
It Ls a thoroughly enjoyable maga 
tine which has become a habit, if 
not an addniion, with me But why 
hose you discontinued Asterix’ The 
absence of this popular comir strip 
dehnitely dainpens my enthusiasm, 
so won't you pkase resume AxterixT 
Mohomnt^ NadvJtkandg, CoiicMt. 

Admx has oa no way b««n 
banlsfled from She pages of SUN 
DAY The watt was jwit to ewiire 
that our ifoders get a brand new 
adtenlure Asfwar returns with 
this wane We ore sure that the 
wait WAS worth Editor, EUN 
DAY 


A denial 

T he item “Harijan Muslim riot 
m Bihar Cabinet” by Arun Ran- 
]an (September 16) is purely a fig¬ 
ment ot the author's imagination. The 
leported faghting between me and 
mv esteemed coHeague, Mr Mohan 
Ham m tbe Department ot Tounsm 
i> very tar fiom the truth 
it IS an open fact that can be veri¬ 
fied from the records of thn Bihar 
Department ol Tom ism up to the 
date of Mr Kanjan’s report that there 
has Ixcn not even one Muslim ap¬ 
pointed m tbe Department of TOu- 
nsin, (jovornment ot Bihar, with the 
exception of one peon, m whose 
appointment I bad absolutely no 
hand In fart, not even a proposal 
for the appointment of a Muslim has 
been sent either by me or from my 
personnel office during this period 
ho, the charge that I am trying to 
pack the department with Muslims 
IS entirely unfounded Aftei the date 
of this report, that is September 22, 
c.nc mure Muslim has been appointed 
as a cook In Budhgaya, which appoint- 
nieiit 1 only learnt about when I 
asked the Department's officers to 
tiaiity after seeing Mr Ranjan’s re 
port. 

i'he leport of the “open war” 


between my esteemed colleague and 
myself and the report of its spillovei 
amongst tbe officers of the two com 
mumties are equally baseless. It is a 
tact that I wanted to charge the 
Director of Tourism who was appom 
ted during tbe time of my cstc>cmcd 
colleague Mr Mohan Ram However 
this had neither to do with the caste 
of the incumbent nor with his having 
been appointed in the time ot Mr 
Mohan Rain. Even before 1 became 
Minister for Tounsm during the te 
nure of my esteemed colleague Mr 
Mohan Ram, Mr Ram himself bad 
requested tbe Chief Secretary to take 
back the Director’s services The vci> 
fart that tbe replacement has been 
(a) bv a non Muslim and (b) by a 
person from outside the State of Bihar 
IS suffiaent to establish the falsehood 
of tbe allegations of Mr Ranjan’s 
report 

May I also take the opportunity 
through the Opinion column of your 
esteemed magazine to contradict the 
above refern^ report sentence for 
sentence and place on record that 
lelations between Mr Mohan Ram 
and myself aie as deferential and 
cot dial as befits two members of the 
Bihai Cabinet 

Md Sayeed,Patna of Tou¬ 

rism, Bihar) 


Mountbatten 

reconsidered 

INDIAN Press and leaderv 
A were over-enthusiastic about Lord 
Mountbatteo’s “place of honour” in 
Indian history (September 16). Lord 
Mountbatten was undoubtedly a char¬ 
ming persimality but was he our true 
fiiendi Re was a good fnead to the 
Nehru family and also to aU Gan- 
dblan poUticiang, hot he was neHber 
a friexid to the late M A. Jtnnah to 
whom Mounlbetten was forced to 
surrender. He rennot be treeted as 
a true Indian patriot 
Lord MounuMittea's role during 
the transfer of power was most 


disastious for the Indian subconti¬ 
nent Leonard Masky, a British his¬ 
torian, had written k his bcxik “The 
Last Days of the British Raj”— 
“within a month of I/ird Mount 
battens arrival m India, Jawaharlal. 
tbe firm opponent of Partition, had 
beocmip it not a supporter at least 
acquiescent towards the idea” Azad 
added “I have often wondered how 
Jawaharlal was won over by Mount¬ 
batten” Mosley further vnrotc- 
“There are many who bebeve that 
they were viaims of a sakaman’s 
trick which won them freedom but 
cast them the unity of the country. A 
httk patience and all tbe troubles 
might have been avoided” 

Bidyut K. MuMterjea, Ckdentta. 
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CHRYSAL 

Wonderful that anything so useful can look so good I 

Ml ... I _ 


A touch of glamour. A look 
of class. In a choice of sets 
and designs to suit your taste 
Chrysal is the name for 
beauty and utility in your home 
We call It beautility ware And it 
comes in a choice of 
combinations—you can proudly 
own one or more sets and keep 
^ding up your collection 
DWuse once you own a sot 
you II want to buy more 




Chrysal is styled with several 
coats of decorative inks to keep 
It looking good as new for years 

Chrysal is made from material 
specially selected for optimum 
thickness and temper so that each 
container, from the smallest to 
the largest, is built stronger to 
last longer 

Chrysal containers come in 
sizes to suit your needs 1 kq, 

2 kg, 5 kg and 10 kq In addition 
there are smart little spice cans 
plus an attractive refreshment 
tray and cork-backed table mats 
to match 

Chrysal sets come complete 
with matching shelf-stickers and 
self-adhesive labels for your 
containers 

Chrysal is white-coated 
inside and topped with many 
layers of FDA apprcved, 
scratch-resistant lacquer so that : 
It stays rustproof - and your 


food stays fresh 

Chrysal offers you ' full 
satisfaction or your money back 
that s how sure 
we are of its 
performance 
in your home 








n siays rusiprooT - ana your m i—- ~ 

Chrj^al beaut% fer vour home from Metal Bdx. 





COVER STORY 


bared sun 
rising? 

The history of the Communist 
movement in India is a history 
of painful mistakes. But they 
are now getting a new 
opportunity to become an 
implant factor in national 
politics. Will they rise to 
the occasion ? 


By KEWAL VARMA 



OMHAM X ‘Whdt s 
this csjmradps’ for the 
last Uiree days wr have 
^Hluiilv beoa discusMitji thu 
—Z^ILlor that luistakv w have 
made ThU bm<t<d beating will take 
US nowfaeie Conuade Y “Coin 
rade dont you know Lenin said that 
CaiminuDisls must honestly own up 
Umr mistakes' Conirado Z 'But 
lomisde la>nio said this oniy for 
tbose Commuiust Parties who rarely 
made mistakes and not for those 
Communist Parties who have always 
been making mistakes' lhat was the 
enhahtcoJiig discussion this repwter 
ovenicard in a coffee stall at the 
Bbabnda Congress ot the CPI last 
year Ihis history of the Communist 
movcim*at in India is a history of 
mivUtkes Alter 50 yeais of Qie 

movement, the two Coinmumvt Par 
ICS put together oii only a marginal 
factcM in naUooal politics The Coro 
imuiists were the main Chsposition 
till 1962 hut since then th^ have 
been progreasivehr backshdmg yield 
mg the role of the mam Oppoation 
to otheiv lake a frog in a well the 
CPi(M} IS tiapped in a world of sell 
contentment tmugness oomplacen 
O' and arrogance within the walls of 
West Bengal and Kerala 
A most sirapluUc explanation for 
this Is that Communism is a 
fordgn ideology and thus cannot take 
roots In the soil of a tradition bound 
cuuntry bke India But if it could 
rtrike roots in China and Vietnam, 
why not in Ind a’ hmulai h the slig 
ma of being pnsAomt (the CPI<MV 
has of late become as much oro-So 






vSet as the CPI? ie not a ^us poH- 
Heal handicap u India. After aU, till 
the Revolution, Mao was caUed a So¬ 
viet agent and Ho Chi-Minh a Chinese 
aaent These spicy epithets are iffliy 
KO^ enough for newspapers. Poutv 
cally. they become harmful if Wind 
labelling leads to the sacrifice rf 
national interests. In fact, this is 
precisely what happened wltii the 
Communist movement 35 years ago. 
In 1942, at the time when the na¬ 
tional and patriotic upsurge was at 
its height, the Communists isolated 
themselves from the national mains¬ 
tream. There is no denying the fact 
that in its infancy the Cominumst 
movement all over the world, China 
included, was guided by Comintern. 
At one time Comintern made a 
wrone assessment and conduded 
that the bourgeoisie in colonial coun¬ 
tries had gone over to the side of iin- 
oerialism and thus Gandhiii was dub¬ 
bed a reactionary. It was Mao who 
opposed this line of the international 
Communist movement. The Corom- 
tern corrected its positioa. But M. 
N. Roy, who was then in charge of 
the India desk at the Coraintero, 
was personally of the view that the, 
bourgeoisie had become an any m 
imperialism. He thus distorted the 
Comintern pplicy_ in the course of its 
implementation in India. The net 
jffect was that Communists could not 
integrate fully with the natiOTal 
movements. TTius, despite the fact 
that a large number of Communists 
made tremendous sacrifices in the 
freedom .<!tniggle and fought many 
a heroic battle, crowned by the Royal 
Indian Navy strike in 1945, Commu¬ 
nists couW not adequately .share the 
fruits of the freedom movement. The 
Congress carried away the bulk of 
this heritage, and tile Communis*? 
missed the bus. 


After Independenoe, the biggest 
aoau-ecunwmic oaoie was tOugut 
aaumsi leuuausm. Toe Conuaumsls 
oiu iignt uiiur struggles aiMunsr 
teuuauMU 111 pockets ime ieieitaana, 
tue reuoaga ttuunum lu West Bengal, 
ttuuaoai, Punjab, cic Bui Lae uoua 
man tor tae patue against teuaa- 
hsm was agagi uucen by tne Con¬ 
gress. wiiii me anuuuun ot lamtis 
oari, 20 miuion cumvaiors were 
freed ot feiuial eapiunauon. Tha 
•ecret of toe Communisu' sueoeas 
in iseraia and west neugai is tnat 
they earned out the aecooa stage ot 
the soaoeoononuc baiUo against 
semi-teuoat reiauans in the torm ot 
tenancy and snarecropping. Jherala 
is the only bute wnere absentee 
lantuordism has been completely 
abohsheo. Weat Bengal is cioaeiv 
touawmg Kerala’s tootsteps and 
Devaraj Urs u also going afong tbs 
same lines in KamataKa. Xbat ex¬ 
plains bis as well as the Conunanuts 
strength in Kerala and West Bengal 

The tragedy of Indian Cotnmiiniats 
has been Uiat on the pobbcal plane, 
wberever there is a spoataanous 
natianal upsurge, they have a knack 
of rwnatnmg out ot step with tne 
mainstream. After 1B42 the seoaad 
biggest political npsurgo was tho 
dcmmistration at democratic aenti- 


meiita in 1977. Use CPI clearly plav 
ed a treacberous rote. Thp CPl(M) 
played a passive role and did ant 
join actively in the struggle againsi 
dictatorship. None of its uaportani 
leaders was arrested during the 
Emergency. The result was that 
whereas tiie CPI was badly mauled, 
the CPl(M) could barely retain its 
strength in the 1977 elections. The 
main beneficiaries of the Congress 
coUapae at the national level wen 
the Rightist Parties. Between 1942 
and 1977 whenever there were mini- 
upsurges, the Communist nmvement 
was found wanting in enthusiasm. 
Even in 1978-79 the national cam¬ 
paign against Hindu communalism 
was articulated and led by Raj Ma- 
rain and company and the Commu¬ 
nists are latecomers in this cam¬ 
paign. The CPI(M) till the eleventh 
boar, was wavering about whether 
or not to break with the Jana Sangb- 
dominated truncated Janata. 

The most serious setback to the 
Communist movement resulted from 
its 1964 split Differences had existed 
in the united Communist movement 



"EMS" 


on the question of whether there 
should be a tactical alliance with 
the Congress or not in carrying out 
certain sodo-crononiir reforms. How¬ 
ever, these internal differences alon.. 
could not have led to the imliti hut 
for the split between Moscow and 
Peking. Precisely at the time the 
Indian Communist Party split, many 
other Communist Parties in the 
world got split between Moscow and 
Peking. In India, it was not an acci 
dent that all those who in the Na 
tional Council of the united Commu¬ 
nist Party voted against the resolu¬ 
tion declaring Chine as an aggressor, 
later formed the CPl(M). The only 
dissenter was Solum Singh Josh. 
But it must be said to the credit of 
the CPllM) •'leaders that after the 
1967 elections they acquired self 
confidence and began to assert tbeii 
independence. This annoyed Peking 
whlc^ shifted Its patronage from the 
CPI(M) to the Naxatites. The CPI- 
fM) for its part, also slowlv drifted 
closer to Moscow, In 1968, while the 
CPI was sharply divided, the CPI(M) 
wholeheartedly supported the Soviet 
troops’ march into Czechoslovakia. In 
ideological terms, the CPI(M) is stilt 
stiddng to Stalinism whereas the 
COT associates itself with post-Stalin 
trend,', in the interaational Commn- 
nist movement. The COTfM)’s atta¬ 
chment to Strlinism is evident from 
die fact that H o^lebrates Stalin's 
bir^day more enthusiastically than 
even Moscow doi:s. 



BE Qilit in tiw' OonuBa* 
mst movement was com- 
pounoed ay the divergent 
routes taken by the two 
Communist Parties be¬ 


tween 1969 and ivn. The CPi ali|ki' 
ed itself with Mrs Gandhi with ttw 
object of hgnting the cnallenge of 
ieudal and reiauvely Rightist foroas. 
Meanwhile, the CPi(MJ adopted an 
overheanng and big-orotoariy atti¬ 
tude towards Its smaner autos in 
West Bengal and Kerala. In the 
period between 1967 and 1969 some 
brash upstarts among the CPl(M) 
cadres resorted to pohcics of physicai 
assault and murder of even tbeir 
allies. The CPI. which bad taken a 
ditferent political courae, overreacted 
and snapped its aUianoe with the 
CPI(M). Objectively, the CPI play¬ 
ed into the bands ot Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and sabotaged Left unity. The 
CPI said that it was following a unity- 
struggle policy but in practice it re¬ 
membered only unity and forgot 
about the struggle. It continued on 
its sliding downhill course till it bit 
the dust pathetically during the 
Emergency. 

In the name of fighting Right re¬ 
action, the CPI supported authorita¬ 
rianism and lost its credibility in the 
process. In this game ot aelf-delindon, 
some sections began to see Mrs 
Gandhi as a harbinger of soculisni. 
New Age once ple&i^: “Mrs Gandhi 
alone cannot bring .Socialism.” But 
6. A. Dange In his note of disamit at 
the Bhattnda Congress asserted that 
“Mrs Gandhi was bringing democratic 
reforms with Socialist orientation.*' 
Yet. all the CPI’s labour from 1969 
to 1977 did not go to waste. 
The CPI’s politics did contribute to 
the radicalisation of a large section 
of Congressmen, making them stand 
against Mrs Gandhi. They are now 
prepared to accept an alliance with 
I-ettists, including the CPI and CPI 
(M). 

TTieoretlcaU.v, there is nothing 
Wrong with the policy of unity and 
struggle. In fact, that is the. only 
course open to the Left Parties to 
grow from strength to strength. But 
unity and struggle is like a double- 
edged sword. You must have a keen 
sense of timing, that Is the know¬ 
ledge about when to unite and when 
to oreak. Mao Joined hands with 
Chiang Kai shek thrice jmd .broke 
with htai tiirft*. The CPI lacked 
that sense of timing. Its Judgement 
was also clouded by an extraneous 
consideratioa, namely the strong sup¬ 
port the Busiiians were giving Mrs 
Gandhi. The CPltMJ’s record in 
tilts regard i? only a shade better. It 
entered int:< an alUanoe with the 
Janata, but did not take the initia¬ 
tive to break this alliaore when the 
time came. The initiative was entire¬ 
ly Raj Naraln’s and the CPI(M) was 
only confronted with a fait acco mpli. 
Instead of setting the pace, the CM 
(M) timidly followed the evente lead-, 
ing to the is lation of Jana Sangh- 
RSS forces. Now the wheel has 
again come a full drcle, and the two 
Communist Parties have come toge¬ 
ther to ally with Charan Singh, in 
1967 too they had done the same 
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whra together they joined the antl- 
ConKrcss fmnt But unleu they 
develop the art of dedding when to 
make and when to break alliance* 
this politics of alliance may not bene¬ 
fit them 


One difficultv with Indian Commn 
nists is that they are rather recent 
converts to democratic pohtics There 
I* vet no international experience to 
brina about soaalist-onented reforms 
without force within a democratic 
framework In a democratic frame¬ 
work a broad baae of popular support 
Is essential for carrying out reforms 
This IS more true when these reforms 
are effected at the State level and 
the Central Government is not wholly 
helpful in its attitude The broad 
based support in crude arithmetical 
terms should mean active support 
{coin SO to 55 per cent of the popula 
tion It IS precisely with the aim of wii 
nntng over such a base of support 
that the Italian Communist leader 
Betlinguer is pursuing his policy of 
Histone Compromise In a sense his 
Indian counterpart is E M S Nam 
hKOiripad When the first Commu 
nist Government was dismissed in 
1959, in the face of the liberation 
t struggle and the Communist Party 
later lost the Assembly etechons 


EMS opted for the Berlinguer way 
He neutralised and won over 
the support of the Church and Mushm 
communalists for ffie sodo-econnmit 
programme The EMS led United 
front swipt the polls in 1967 P >\s 
blind spot was «h< Cnnurr n t.hoin he 
would not tomb isiin << pan of tongs 
His unfinished task was roiupk ted 
by Achuta Menon and the Conguss 
Joined the alliance The land nform* 
were Implemented with the Congress 
as a partner in the Government In 
the process a huge chunk of the C ong 
ress was also radicalisrd and A K 
Antony is the product of tliat pheno¬ 
menon Unfuitunateiv thi latest tuui 
ol esenU indicati‘s hat sectananinn 
has resurfaced in EMS 
In West Bengal also one ha 
to keep ones iingrrs crossed 
In the short term there is no thnrai 
to the CPI(M) But this is because 
the CPI(M)’s detractors are disunited 
at present The moment they unite 
things sdll hot up for the CPl(M) 
Unlike CMS who is trying to emand 
the area of his support the CPifM) 
In West Bengal is most reluctant to 
accept new allies, let alone take the 
Initiative to enlarn its hasa of sup 
port Fven limited reforms generate 
hostili^ among those who are adver- 
eely affected by them 


PART from acQnirlaff Ithe 
•kill of formittc nnUtetf 
fronts and aoeapthif the 
compulsions of workinff 
in a demoiratic frame¬ 
work. the Communlcts have to leara 
maiv more things to become e 
national force Their alilanoe with 
the Lok Dal and Congress will, per¬ 
haps. help them get a few more 
•eats But they will still not become 
a deasive force at the national level. 
One of the biggest failures of the 
Communist movement is that they 
have trained the Indian working dass 
to become a class for itself instead 
of a class which feels a responsibi 
lity towards its other allies Ihe tw< 
Communist Parties alopg with the 
other Left Parties have been com¬ 
peting with eadi other to encourage 
economism among the working class 
As a result the organised working 
class fights only for increases in 
wages, irrespective of the ronsequen 
ces of these demands for other sec¬ 
tions as well as foi the national 
economy In the process, its own 
monetary gains are also liquidated. 
In fact, during a critical economic 
crisis, when the working class prea 
ses wage claims that are hard to con¬ 
cede they give the impression of bold- 
mg the countiv to lanwm Thus, 
unconsoously, the woiking class 
facihtates the work oi authontaiian 
fdices Since the Communist move¬ 
ment IS linked with the working 
class, it must be educated to temper 
its ecouomic demands and ensure 
that It IS in no t-dsc aUtnated trom 
Othei toiling sections of society 
In the final analysis the success of 
the Communist movement h t depend 
on Its intellectual political and orga 
nisational lapacity to respond and 
adapt to the ch .ugmg socin-econonilo 
realities of India The most cniaal 
aspect of till' ciiange is thi abolition 
of the ramindari system which 
has made 20 million tenant-culti¬ 
vators ownei s ot land But still 
about 25 per unt of land uudci the 
plough IS cultivated by tenants and 
sharecroppeis Communists should 
naturally he in the fmefront of a 
drive to make these tenants and 
sharecroppeis owners of the land. But 
when a tenant becomes a iandoyvner, 
hr very soon develops the capitalist’s 
psyrhoitgy As a result he begins 
tu g(t alunated from the Commu 
nist muscment This u, the experi¬ 
ence of both China and Vietnam 
Tvi D in India in those pockets where 
f otumutust- fought for tenants in 
Oil . struggif th •> began to lose Uie 
suppoit of Oie O runts Tliere is a 
strong imp * ssioi that m the Mala 
bar alia of Kuala tenants who ior 
long stood solidly behind the ( PI(M) 
have now become cold towards the 
Party after becoming owners, even 
though their struggles yvere led and 
fought by the Communists In India 
unlike in Europe and Japan at the 
comparable stage of economic deve¬ 
lopment the weight of the peasantry 
among the total population is not 
declining In Europe and Japan, 
poor and marginal farmers either 
■old their land or were forabW de¬ 
prived of It and they migrated to 
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dtles to become industrial workers. 
Is India this prooess is not <vemtliif. 
There are a number of reasons for 
fliit. First, the pace of industriali¬ 
sation is slow and as such, better 
alternative opportunities are not 
available to poor farmers. Second, 
because of the land-ceiling timre are 
not manv takers for agricuhural 
land. Third, because of the price- 
support mechanism, the thrust of 
market forces against poor farmers 
Is being blunted. Fourth, there are 
not manv instances of poor farmers 
alienating land in favour of money¬ 
lenders. 

Notwltbstanding these factors, ^Nwr 
and marginal farmers are increasingly 
falling helow the poverty line 
cause ot demographic pressures lead¬ 
ing to the fragmentation of land as 
well at their tailure to gam access to 
inputs, institutional credits and nru 
technology. Obviously, the Commu¬ 
nists cannot wait endlessly for the 
composition of the population to 
change in favour of the industrial 
working class. But if they have to 
win over thi.s mass ot poor peasan 
try, they must present before them 
a perspective for reorganising agri¬ 
culture on the lines of service co¬ 
operatives glowing into cooperative 
farming without tosing the title to 
land. Simultaneousiy, they have to 
make concerted efforts to win over 
the rural proietanat Right from 
the days of Gandbiji, when he fought 
for sodal equality among them, land-. 


less agricultural workers have,by and 
large, been with the Congress. But 
the most difficult Indian riddle which 
the Communists have to solve is the 
intertwining of castes,and classes, of 
deciding how for to carry their ^ht 
against casteism and bow to make 
use of the castes as a short-cut This 
is no doubt contradictory. 

Yet a fine balance can be struck. 
The Communists* failure to grasp 
Indian peculiarities was evident at 
the birth of their movement. When 
the Communist Party was founded, 
there was an intense debate over 
whethei it should be called the Com¬ 
munist Party of India or the Indian 
Communist Party. There was a feel¬ 
ing among Indian Communists that 
If the Party was called the Indian 
Communist Party, it would mean that 
there was an Indian variety of Com¬ 
munism. (Ironically, in Hindi they 
agreed to call themselves the Bhar- 
tivd Communist Party) But unless 
Indian Communists discover an Indian 
road to socialism and adapt socialism 
to India’s peculiar conditions the) 
will fail, notwithstanding their suc¬ 
cess in one or two States. Like 
Euro-communists, Indian Commu¬ 
nists must deyelop the perspective of 
Indo-communism essentially as a res¬ 
ponse to the peculiai situation deve- 
Juping here. In Europe with the growth 
of tpciinology and automation, out of 
every five new persons who join the 
work-force, three arc whitecollared 
and two are bluecollared. As a 


mult, the demograiffiic composttfoa 
of Eurtm is changing in favonr of 
wfaitecollar employees whose cultural 
vahie-system is different from that 
of bluecollar workers. Hence Euro¬ 
communism has renounced the con 
cept of dictatorship of the proletariat. 
As against this the CPI(M) here is 
clinging to the corpse of Stalinism 
and refusing to do any rethinking. 

However, what is most heartening 
is that Communists arc coming toge¬ 
ther again and extraneous factors, 
such as the Moscow-versus-Peking 
issue (both the Communist Parties 
are pro-Moscow) no longer exist to 
divide them. The bitter experience 
of stagnation in the Communist 
movement following its split, has 
strengthened the sentiments of unity 
in the two C.ommunist Parties 'Hie 
two Parties together will have confl- 
dencp in themselves and even when 
they foin an alliance, they will h" 
able to retain their identity and gain 
from this alliance The Communists 
will continue to have relevance and 
even bright prospects in India since 
there is no other Party on the politi¬ 
cal horizon which can solve the pro¬ 
blem of Indian poverty and under¬ 
take urgent socio-economic reforms 
Wliat assurance is there that instead 
-of solving these problems some forces 
rnav not impose an authoritarian re 
gime and the Indian oeople may. In 
the bargain, have neither bread nor 
liberty? Thus, the Communists do 
not have all the«tiine in the world 


The CPI: Left alienated 

Who are the PartY's"Left and democratic“friends and "revisionist" foes ? 


HE Conmas(I) slogan 
for the Lok Sabha elec 
tion in January will 
be “Indira bulao, desb 
bachao". The CPI’s oen 
tral oigan the New Age, of Septeni- 
heyr 9. commented: “The retura of 
Indira Gandhi to power means the 
restoration of the scum that is the 
caucus with Sanlay, Bansi Lai, Dhg- 
wan. Yashpal Kapoor, et aL to the 
positions ot authoritarian power, 
undoubtedly a rot bidding prospecr 
for the nation San jay, let it be said, 
is more powerful in the ludira high 
command today than at any time In 
the past. The Sanjav phenomenon, 
it must be added, is not just an 
offspring of an indulgent mother’s 
affection, it i.s born in the wedlock 
of authoritarianisni and dvnastir 
ambition.’’ 

The editorial, which is the haudi 
work of Mr Bhupesh Gupta, is the 
CPI's strongest attack on Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi so far. It reflects the cOrrent 
stand ot the Party’s dominant leader 
ship repicsented bv Mr Rajeshwara 
Rao, the General Secretary, and Mr 
Gupta. These two leaders havo ti.i 
veiled far indeed trom Bhatinda 
where the Party had its Eleventh 
Congress in April 1978, a year after 
Mrs Gandhi had been outted from 
78 
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power and her Emergency reipme 
had come to an end. At Bhatinda 
the Party described the victory of 
the Janata in these words: "Reaction 
has been able to capture power.. 
This is a serious reversal, though 
temporary, foi the democratic foroea 
in the subcontinent. This suits weu 
the global designs of the imperia¬ 
lists.’’ Mr Biswanath Mukherjee and 
several others fruitlessly tried to 
have this formulation of the election 
results changed. Mr Mukherjee said 
that the Party, m this tormulabon 
in reality described the Janata Gov- 
eriunent as “more reaedionary. as it 
the previous Indira Government 
was progressive. Oi, m other words, 
if a choice 1$ forced upon us, th« 
(Indira) Congress is preferable to 
the Janata. This is essenlially the 
same old line." 

Clearly, the CPI was keeping its 
options open about Mrs Gandhi’s 
Party. In this matter the view of Mr 
S A. Oange, the Party’s Chairman, 
prevailed The task the CPI set be¬ 
fore Itself then was to "direct the 
sharpest blows against the RSS-Jaita 
Sangh-BLD combine”, not against 


Mrs Gandhi, and break the Janata 
Government. 

It so happened that the BLD Itself 
became the main force who cxiuld 
break the Janata. The CPI, the CPI- 
(M) and some other Leftists added 
grist to the BLD mill. So did Mrs 
Gandhi who without showing the 
least repentance for what she and 
her son had done during internal 
Emergency, had managed to occupy 
the centre of the political stage once 
again The new (^vernment formed 
by the BLD under the name Lok 
Dal and the Congress is only a 
caretaker one. The Lok Sabha elec 
tion being in the offing, the question 
of a Left and democratic allianqe 
which both the CPI and the CPI(M) 
have since long been propagating 
has assumed immediate importance. 

Mr Gupta's editorial notwith¬ 
standing. the CPI and the Congress- 
(I) had- struck a deal to avoid 
mutual contests iit Kerala’s pancha- 
vat and municipal elections and a 
day after the editorial appeared 
Mrs Gandhi met Mr Dange in Bom¬ 
bay Ml Dange had returned home 
after a long suiourn to the Soviet 
Union for medical treatment. In re¬ 
cent dav.s the Congress (I) had made 
overtures to the CPI for alliance m 
the Lok Sabha election but tbes'* 







had been spurned by the Party's 
dominant leadership. Mrs Gandhi, 
beina uncertain of what the coming 
election has in store, was {$ look¬ 
ing for allies. Mr Dange would be 
of help in making the CPI change 
its stand, she must have imagined 
Mr Dange’s admiration for Mrs 
Gandhi and her Party remains as 

E rofound as it was before the 1977 
ok Sabha election. As late as April 
1978. a year after her defeat, he wro¬ 
te what amounted to a panegyric on 
her "complex personality" and urged 
the Party to realise that "the fall of 
Indira Gandhi in reality puts an end 
to a whole period of taking some 
very basically progressive steps in 
the political and economic history of 
the countiy”. This, despite the fact 
that Mrs Gandhi had in 1878 called 
the CPI an anti-nationa] Party. 

After the Chlkmagalur byeleetlon 
last November Mr Dange publicly 
gloated over Mrs Gandhi’s victory 
and made abrasive comments on tiie 
CPI(M)'s support to the Janata can- 
tfdate. This was too much for the 
Party’s central executive whid 
publicly censured him Such gravo 
ytolation of Party dispicline, as Mr 
Dange was held guilty of, usually 


invites expulsion from Communist 
Parties. He bad gone against tb> 
Party’s policy decided at Bhatinda 
which spoke of "the supreme impor¬ 
tance of exploring all possible areas 
of agreement between the CPI and 
the CPT(M)’’. Even the censure was 
resented by Mr Oange's followers 
who constitute a very substantial 
section of the Party Stronger action 
might have caused a spUt. 

More, a disease of the Party noted 
by its Seventh Congress in Bombay 
in Deoember 1874, remains unrured 
The “organisational report” adopted 
Uiere said' "In the aU-India centre, 
as well as State centres, the leaders 
who have committed big blunders 
continue to be eternal leaders. Only 
In exceptional cases they are remov 
ad from key positions but kept in 
the tending committees. In the past 
if one made self-criticism and puri¬ 
fied himself, like n sinner bathing in 
the Gangs to wash off hit sins, it 
was sufBdent to get a new hcaoce 
to commit more blunders Nowadays 
even that type of formal self-criti¬ 
cism Is not needed because we have 
thrown this sveapon of criticum and 
aelf-criticism into the dustbin.” 

Mr Dange has no love for Mr 


Baieshwara Ban’s and Mr Gnpfg's 
stand to treat Mr.s Gandhi as an eiw* 
rov of the CPI It is reported that 
Mr Vasndevan Nair, the then Chief 
Minister of Kerala, recently called 
on Mr Dance on his wav back from 
Delhi io Trivandrum The CPffMl 
hiKl demanded that the Kerala Ass¬ 
embly be dissolved and a fresh etee- 
tlon called as oreconditions for forg¬ 
ing a new united front. MrNainwW 
reluctant to do so He wantedlne 
rPTfMt to ioin the existing Front 
Ml Diinge’s aonroval of Mr Nnir’s 
stand miy be taken for granted But 
the CPT’s nresentlv dominant leadeis 
shin is nrenared to strike an agree¬ 
ment with the CPTfMl on the Iatter*a 
terms Tt is possible that the Kerala 
leadership will ultimately be per¬ 
suaded to do so. Otherwise, the 
CPI’s effort to be bade among the 
Left Parties after its prolonged 
subservience to Mrs Gandhi may net 
bear fruit. Mr Rao has sought te 
belittle the pobtical significanoe of 
the Cougresh(I) He soys that there 
has been no understanding between 
the two Parties as such but that in 
some areas agreements have been 
reached between candidates of the 
two Parties at a personal leveL It Is 
open to question whether agreements 
covering most parts of the State 
would have been arrived at If the 
Party itself did not like it. 

Ill 1964 the group that got the 
name CPI was admittedly bigger 
^an the one that avsumed the name 
CPI(M). Today, the CPI admits that 
the CPI<M) IS the largest Left 
Party Indeed, in July, when the 
Janata was breaking up, Mr Bao 
made a foimal appeal to the CPI(M) 
to take the lead in building Left 
and democratic unity, an appeal that 
must have galled Mi Dange. Tlie two 
Parties together formed Govern¬ 
ments in West Bengal and Kerala in 
1967 They were together again when 
they fought Mis Gandhi’s Congress 
early in 1969 in the midterm eteo 
tion in West Bengal and won a re¬ 
sounding victory From around Juty 
1969, serious trouble began in tha 
United Front Governments. It so 
happened that In June that year 
Moscow had lined up 75 Communist 
Parties, including the CPI. at a 
world Communist conference The 
CPI's representatives leturned with 
the lesson that thev must "carry 
farther forward the ideological, poli¬ 
tical and organisational offeotlvo 
against revisionists of both 'left* and 
•right’ varieties" 

This offensive brought dosvn the 
KeraiS .Government headed by Mr 
E M. S Namboodiripad of Uie CPit 
(M) in October 1969 The CPI struck 
a deal with Mrs Gandhi, and Mr 
Achutha Menon of the CPI became 
rhipf Minister with her Party's suii* 
port from outside In the midterm 
election there, in 1970 the CPI and 
some other Parties cnteied into a 
formal alliance with Mrs Gandhi’s 
Party and defeated the CPI(M), 
which was indeed the I rent’s sole 
enemy The same Front contested 
and routed the CPI(M) in the Lok 
Sabha and Assembly ek'ctions that 




wet« iMsId siinttltaneims^ then in 
Mardi 1977. 

Mr Karunakaran of Mr« GandhiS 
Party became Chief Minister but 
within a few months he had to quit 
because of disclosures about the 
murder of the student in police cus¬ 
tody during Emergency when he was 
the United Front's Home Minister. 
Mr A. K. Antony took over from 
him. The Congress was split by Mrs 
Gandhi for a second time in January 
1978. Mr Antony joined the Swaran 
Singh Congress. He resigned in pro¬ 
test against his Party’s decision to 
aupport Mis Gandhi in Chlkmagalui, 
and Mr Vasudevan Nair became 
Chief Minister. When Mrs Gandhi 
fptit tiie Congress, half of the 38 
Congress MI.As in the State Joined 
her Party and left the Front. The 
Front, however, rontinucd to function 
as a Government 

In West Bengal, Mr Ajoy Mukhet 

t ee, of the Bangla Congress, fully 
ia(lo°d by the CPI, resigned in 
March 1970 and handed the State 
over to Central, that is Mrs 
Gandhi's rule. In 1971 tbeo^ 
was an Assembly election along 
urftli the I,ok Sabha elections. Mrs 
Gandhi's Paily and the CPI came 
to an elector,il agreement against 
the CPKM) Fwn so, the Cin(M) 
emerged as tlw single largest Party 
and. with its Front partners, took 125 
seats in an Assembly of 280. The 
CPI barked the Congness which 
formed a Government. This Govern¬ 
ment fell within a few months. The 
Governor did not give a chance to 
the CPI(M) to form a r>overnment 
The Centre put the State once again 
under its rule In 1972, when the 
State was railed upon to elect its 
Assembly lor the third time in three 
years, the CPI wa.s in open alliance 
with Mrs Gandhi’s Congress. The 
country had no) yet witnessed an 
ejection like this one. There was 
mass rigging and the CPI(M) and 
its allies were reduced to small 
gi'oups in the Assembly Mi Siddhar 
tha Bay heciinie Chiet Miuistei and 
functioned as Mrs Gandhi’i, Gaulel 
ter in the State The two Parties 
worked in close caope.ratiun in ^e 
1977 l.fth Sabha election also 


T 1 HE iienod from Maich 
1970 to March 1977 was 
tiagic fut West Ik^ogal 
The administi ation. the 
. -. J polUe the ( HP. the BSl 
armed mtetitgenre agents and hired 
gangsters i ailed "rs'sistancv foiues” 
were depkned on a large scale to 
crush the CPi(M) and the Naxafates 
’Tiiuusands of political workeis were 
ntuidrred bv the guaidians ot law 
and order in a planned maouei 
Darbartlirs were perpetrated m jails 
and polne lock ups too, where some 
75 Nnxalites tseie killed aiul about 
700 manned With tbe (IBP and the 
BSr protecting them, Congress 
stormtronpeis movisd tium aiea to 
area to drise away .Vtis Gaudhi's 
Opponents This vsas the period wbea, 
under Mrs Gandhi’s palronair 
monoiiolists and other propertied 
people had full freedom to toot the 
eountrv The history of West Bengil 
to 



Promode Dasgupta 


of this period is wrltlea In the blood 
of young people drawn by Mrs 
Gandhi's forces, official and non 
offiaal, o^n and clandestine. Und 
luted fasrism was in operation. No 
other State experienced anything of 
tbe kind not even during the inter¬ 
nal Emergency. 

The Cn imagined that its man 
foe. the CPI(M), was being eftec. 
lively crushed and that this would 
enable it to fill the political gap 
that was being created. It used 
Communist jargon to provide jusii 
fication for Mrs Gandhi's terronsbr 
regime which was said to be fightinr 
revisionists of both the Left and 
Right varieties. How valuablo this 
support was from a Par^ wdiirh 
(nils Itself Communist to Mrs 
Gandhi's fasdsml The wine suppot 
was extended to her from distant 
Moscow, too. 

In the early Sixties Mr Bhnpeah 
Gupta had warned the undivided CPI 
of “an exaggerated or alarmist ap 
praisal” of the growth of communal 
and Bight reactionary forces be¬ 
cause, he said, it “may lead to tail- 
ism behind the Congress and boar- 
geoi.i leaders” This is precisely 
what the CPI reduced itself to bet¬ 
ween 1969 and 1977, and Mr Gupta 
himself bore no small responsibility 
for it 

The 1977 Lok Sabha election gave 
the CPI a severe Jolt Many, but not 
awrvbody. in the kadwship and 
ranks realised that the Party had 
committed a grave mme against the 
toiling people and against Left and 
democratic unity which it had aever 
ceased to mouth At its Seventh 
Congress in Patna in 1968, it dedar- 
ea Its aim to forge “a common 
democratic pUttorm as an alterna¬ 
tive to Cungn-ss policies''. Within a 
year and a half it tied itselt firmly 
to Mrs Gandhi’s Congress and re¬ 
mained there for eight cnidal years. 
At Bbatinda it recorded that “our 
Party’s indcpendeni image was bhir- 
rrd and it became identified with 
the then ruling Congress Party”, tt 
confessed that it should not havo 


supported internal Emergency. But, 
it maintained that the Party’s record 
upto 1974 was "glorious” and that 
the mistakes it committed “do not 
Invalidate the basic analy.sis and tbe 
main (inclusions of the Party pro¬ 
gramme”. Was the CPI's alhanoe 
with Mrs Gandhi a mistake? No. 
"Tim example of Kerala”, it said at 
Bbatinda. “would call for special 
mention because our line of Left 
and democratic unity, which had 
been assailed by the CPI(M), stood 
once again vindicated by the splendid 
results of both the Lok Sabha and 
Assembly elertions that took place 
there simultaneously (m 1977). 
This leaves tbe road open for the 
Party to an alliance with Mrs Gandhi 
In the future The CPI has now 
taken what appears to be no more 
than a tactical move to be baede 
among the Leftist Parties whose 
company it had given up. The 
documents adopted at Bhatlnoa were 
the result of a compromise between 
conflicting views. Tbe Party was 

united only so far as bringing down 
the Janata Government was con¬ 
cerned. That objective had bMn 
achieved. In this matter the CPI 
can rightly claim Uiat the CPI(M) 
had been forced by circumstances to 
become hostile to the Janata Party 
whl(h it used to describe as a 
Triendly Party." Even when the 
no-confidence motion was being de¬ 
bated, tbe CPI(M) was undecided 
on the stand H should take. 

While every group in the CPI pro¬ 
fesses to stand by the slogan of Left 
and democratic unity, there are sharp 
differences on who should be regar¬ 
ded as Left or democratic. These 
differenoes exist in the top leader- 
mip also One section is represented 
by Mr Bajeshwara Rao and Mr 
Bhnpesb Gupta and the other section 
by Mr Dange. At this moment, Mr 
Rao and Mr Gupta both seem to be 
the winners. They would have no 
truck with Mrs Gandhi. But Mr 
Dange is not a small force in tiie 
Par^. The internal fight oontinnes. 
What shape it wilt take in the future 
is anybody's guess. 



The CPI(M)'s 
realpolitik 

Maybe the Party should tackle its own problems first, 
but the polls are important 

By TARUN GANGULY 


HE CPI(M) is at cross¬ 
roads. The traumatic 
experience, following the 
faU of the Morarji Go¬ 
vernment, has suddenly 
raised the Party to the national 
pedestal from its regional groove. 
The change has resulted in 

stresses and strains within the 
Party. But in the process the (^UMl 
has come out of its ideological 
straitjacket. The question is, can 
the Party adjust to the new situa 
tion? 

In the election strategy spelt out 
by the Central Committee, the 
CPI(M) has pi unused full support 
for the I,ok Dal -Congress combine, 
knowing full well the “class limita¬ 
tions’' of the coalition partners. It 
has also shown an eagerness to win 
over the anti-authoritarian and secu¬ 
lar forces still remaining within the 
Camgress (I) and the Janata Party. 
Though the Party is still sore about 
CPI’s role in the past decade, it the 
is willing to accommodate that Party 
within the framework of Left unity 
if certain conditions are fulfflli'd 
All this indicates that the Party is 
ready to show enough flexibility to 
adjust to the changed pobtical situa¬ 
tion at the Centre. 

This softening of its attitude to¬ 
wards the landlord-bourgeoisie com¬ 
bination of the Lok Dal -Coru^ss 
and the reformist line of the CPI has 
already given rise to murmurs of 
protest within the Party. The West 
Bengal unit of the Party, though it 
has fallen in Mne with the national 
leadership, still has reservaUmis 
about the Lok Dal, Congress and 
CPI, and this will certainly be 
reflected in its adjustment of seats 
with these Parties in the Lok Sabha 
elections from that State Similarly, 
the Kerala unit is still sore about 
the CPI, which contested pancha- 
yat polls there with the support of 
the Congress(I). The Tripura Party is 
still unwilling to accommodate any 
CFD candidate in the allocation of 
seats there. I mention only these 
three units because the Party is well- 
placed in these three States. 

No doubt, the CPI(M) has cornea 
long way to make compromises with 
a section of the ruling class, that is 
the Lok Dal -Congress combine, t< 
defeat the two major evils of autho¬ 
ritarianism and communalism as re¬ 
presented by the Congress (I) and 


the RSS-Jana Sangh-dominated Ja¬ 
nata Party. 

In the hackground of these ditom- 
roas, the Party has a membership of 
157,006.. Its trade union wing CITU 
is 1.5 million-strong, the AJI-Into 
Kisan Sabha (its peasant wing) has 
2.3 million members and its student 
wing SFI has 400,000 members. These 
figures are quoted from the Salkia 
(Howrah) Plenum document of De- 
rember, 1978. The figures show that 
the strength of the Party is not for¬ 
midable in a country of a population 
of more than 650 million. 

In the last Plenum, the Party 
found that its main problems were 
those of growth — "of how to draw 
out and enrol thousands of people 
who follow us and our mass organt- 
sations in daily battles”. It found 
that there was a tendency in the 
Party “towards federalism” which is 
really the antithesis of democratlo 
centralism, the • cardinal principle of 
Party organisation. In the Salkia 
Plenum, it was admitted that the 
Party’s growth was “severely handi- 
capwd by the Party centre’s failure 
to fight against all alien ideologies” 
It found to its chagrin that there 
was "an abandonment of criticism 
and self-criticism inside the Party 
depriving it of one of the important 
weapons of constantly rectifying it¬ 
self and improving its understanding 
and practice”. The Salkia document 
maintained that in a “large number 
of State committees there n lade of 
collective functioning, division of 
work leading to individualistic func¬ 
tioning. Instead of the committee, 
the secretary functions, leading to 
ooncentiation of power, ineffidency 
and bureaucratism”. The same 
document goes on to say, “rank and 
file members do not feel that they 
have a role in shaping and reshaping 
the Party’s line and policy, they do 
not feel that their initiative, under¬ 
standing and experience are being 
given proper weight," The docu¬ 
ment laments that the class compo- 
rition of the Party has not dianged.’’ 
"Our mass leaders are not consdous 
of their responsibility and oui Party 
as a whole has (ailed to develop the 
elementary class consdousness of 
the proletariat into sodalist consdous- 
ness and attract large numbers to 
the Party organisation.” 

I have quoted copiously from the 
CPI(M) document to show that there 
is an awareness inside the Party of 


its sbortoomiBgs, The self-crfttctaai 
made fq the document is uniqae. 
But the question. Is, has the Pi^. 
improved itself in the past ten 
months since the publication of the 
document? The answer is an em¬ 
phatic "no". More so because thd 
Party has taken up a new conrse 
without properly rectifying its patt 
mistakes. The kaderahip of Ibe 
Party, whidi came In for sharp oi- 
tidsm in the document, remains the 
same. In addition there Is now tim 
tension that has grown over the 
realignment that the Party has 
agreed to. The CPI(M) knows that 
the organisation is weak ‘^except in 
a few podeets of the country". As 
late as last December, the Party 
observed Hurt the sad state of the or¬ 
ganisation was mainly because of the 
failure of “the central teadership at 
the Party, the Politburo and the 
Centra) Committee though part of 
it should be shared by the State 
committees and their secretaries as 
well." These candid confesHons 
indicate that the Party is willing to 
rectify its position. It wants to in¬ 
volve the rank and file more in the 
dedsiott-making process and wants 
them to be ciWive organisers ca* 
ther than robots vdio only follow 
dictates. 

ET US examine the posi- 
tkm of the Party in the 
States. West Bengal is 
the main base of the 

-1 Party, where it has about 

40,000 members and the largest num¬ 
ber of followers among trade unions, 
students and peasants. But all Is 
not well there In its largest unit 
In the State— that in 24 Parganas 
— nearly one-fourth of its members 
is sharply divided. The district 
mnmittee leaders there have .sharp 
differences with the State committee. 
Similar differences exi.st, though to 
a lesser extent, in other districts. AJl 
this was evident frmn the speecher 
made at the last Plenum All this, 
the Party believes, can be solved 
if inner Party democracy is resto¬ 
red 

There is a feeling in the Parfy 
that its membership is lagging be¬ 
hind the actual follo>vring it com¬ 
mands Moreover, only five distrids 
account for 50 per cent of the mero- 
bershin, while the workers for only 
20 per cent. 

In Kerala, though the CPl(M) is 
the 'dngle largest Party, It is not in a 
majority, according to a Party docu¬ 
ment. The document admits that 
political campaigning has not made 
any significant diange in the ootre 
lation of pobtical forces in the State. 
One indication of the Party’s weak 
ness there is that its mouthpier’e Peo¬ 
ple’s Democracy sells more in Kama 
taka, where the Party is much smal¬ 
ler than in Kerala, in Tripura the 
Party has had a spectacular growth 
in the past two years But the 
Party there has not been able ti 
solve the Bengali -ttibal conflict. In 
Tamil Nadu, it has failed to cope 
with Dravidian nationalism and in 
Andhra, it is still to overcome the 
"right revisionism” of the t'Pl and 
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tiM* “Left adventurism’’ of the Na 
xahtes In Punjab, the CPl(M), but 
for Its association with the Akalis 
has fa led to win over the landless 
labourers For instance the Party 
depends moie on indi' dual contn 
butions for its funds It is a victim 
of the landlord bourgeoisie combine 
theie In the Hindi belt, the Party 
IS almost non-existent That is wl^ 
the Paitv depends more on the 
united movement at Left and demo 
cratiL foKTv to consolidate its post 
tion in the States of UP. Punjab 
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Bihar, Haryana and in Delhi The 
Partv frankly admits that in Bihar 
the CPI IS a stronger foice The 
Bihar unit of the Party suflered 
from a “sectarian attitude to tlie 
movement of growing lesistanoo to 
Indira Gandhi’s authoritarianism" 
The CPI(M) is fully awaie of its 
weaknesses and its stiengtb It 
knows that despite an ilectoial ad 
justment with J.iiiiita (S) and Con 
gress. It tan only iiiakt marginal 
inroads into the Hindi licit In the 
western States Guiarat and Malia 


rashtra the Party is yet to withdraw 
Its support from the Shared Pawar 
Government, which has Jana Sangh 
Ministers. In Rajasthan, though the 
Party has made some mroads utn 
trade union movement, in electoral 
terms, this amounts to nothing much 
Tte CPI(M), by extending its sup 
port to the Charan Singh camp, has 
taken a calculated risk It knows 
that It IS not strong enough to hght 
autbontai laiusm and communalisni 
singlehanded But it now has the 
•tatuiv to lead the Left Parties in a 
campaign to gam conceuions for the 
masses from a section of the rulpig 
class In the process, the Party has 
lost Its pristine purity, but in the 
bargain, it is now in realpolitik. 

It IS for political pundits to argue 
whether the CPKM) committed a 
breach of tiust by withdrawing its 
nippoit from Moiaip Desat or not 
But in piacticai terms, the CPI(M) 
now can expect to gain handsomely 
In the elections The Party, accord, 
ingly, has dended to field candidate s 
who can win and in th^ bargain, in 
crease its siiciigth I he only 
imponderable is how the new ahgn 
ment will affect tb' inoiale of the 
Party in States like West Bengal an 
Kerala, where thi Party has a Ion 
tiaditinn of anti capitalism Will not 
the cadres hnd it a quirk of fate to 
have to sell Ihe same haled landlord 
bourgeois Party laiididat > along 
with then own, to the ekc'loiale’ In 
the next few months the picture will 
be clear but by then loi the first 
time in Indian politics the rpl(M) 
will be a maior factor in electoial 
pohlics 


The Marxists' 
second gamble 

Their first ploy failed Will this succeed 7 
By BARUN SENGUPTA 


HE left and the so-callcH 
progicssive forces of the 
xiuntry have gambled 
again They bad gambled 
quite the same wav m 
1969 and were completely befooled 
The 1969 gamble could have sealed 
their fate for a long time but for a 
imscakulation by Mrs Indira Gandhi 
in 1977 

In 1969. during the great battle 
all the la-ft and so-called progressive 
forte, of the itiiintry, except the 
soaalists, were with Mrs Gandhi All 
of them declared that the Syndnate 
was the biggest danger All of them 
worked for the victory of Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi’s candidate for the Presidential 

r t And all o( them rejoiced when 
won But for the votes of 


CPKMt CPI, forward Bloc KSP Mrs 
Gandhi’s political lanri would havo 
rec'cised a severe jolt in that ytar of 
(dis) {I ate 1969 

Of course tin. laftists did not 
siippo t her out of iftection or lose 
They all cxpectc-d inh dividends 
Thev all cakulalid Mr« Gandhi 
would have no other illcinative but 
to depend on them for her Govern 
meat’s survival in Parli iment They 
all hop'd that m /ci m the futuic 
would the bourgeois Icadeiship tx 
able to rule the countcy alone -they 
will hav. to share power with thc‘ 
Icitists and give major conn-ssions 
to the Left move mint They wcic all 
sure that by supporting Mrs (>andhi 
they were furtkiciing the cause of 
the i.eit movement in India 


How Nb< tiealcd the Lettists after 
the vutoiy is will known Further 
nairation would sum unnecessary, 
Ixcipi ioi the f PI, who icnnaiiHid 
with her till she lost the lS7't elec¬ 
tion, all the laltist Parties were u*m 
pietelv csiinerid iht woikiug dass 
iiiuscment was biutally suppiessed 
And ultimately came the intcinal 
iniirgeiicy which took away the 
lundamental Rights d.s well Tbo 
( PI of course, remained with het in 
spite of all this But ala*- she made 
a miscalculation She wmt in for a 
snip pol' and lort powii The 
la flisLs along, with all the other 
tones of the country again got i 
rhanrr' to come (jut in the open 
Attn that tvcrvlhing went against 
Ilf I I he ' PI and the so calk'd pro 
grc'sivr foitcs descrtr*d hii Lvtn 
tvi lilts ol thi Still dailrti sa,tng 
111 ,it sh* and hn son win solily 

II pousiblt fm til till iMisM's ol the 
iiiKigrncs Most of the Minor f on 
iris> kdclrrs went on r to tin ruj 

III lion 1 ven win n hr won a bv 
(kf'ion Parlia,iirnt rspelled hi r 
III vara) Uis also iiiimd 'oui and 
lin.iilv broke with hr r riir ronlinu 
• 111 -, <inc, of njiiniiKMon'' aid i ases 
wa giving hei hill In thi * nd 
I tim the Special foniLs She niiikt 
•re it all c Ir ,ii ly- oO long as tho 
lanatd Party and tlie i.>u.<rnnKnt 
reuiained in the aiddli linn was no 
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way oat Site knew ttwt if sbe had 
to wrUwle out of it, the Janata 
Party must be smashed and the 
Janata Government pulled down. 
Nothing would suit her better than a 
midterm poll. That would give her a 
chance to go to the electorate. A 
big section of the p^le still adored 
her. Another section was fed up 
with the Janata Por^. Governments 
and leaders. She might get a majo¬ 
rity in the Lok SaUa even by secu- 
riu 40 per cent of the votes cast 

So, she concentrated all her fire¬ 
power on one objecU-to split the 
Janata Party and force a midterm 
poll by any means before the Spe¬ 
cial Courts concluded their sessions 
and she was pushed to a tighter cor¬ 
ner—^just what she did in 1969. Then 
her one-point programme to defeat 
Sanjeeva Reddy and outwit the Syn¬ 
dicate before they would consolidate 
their position by having their own 
President. 

And, as m 1969 so also in 1979— 
the Leftists and the so-called pro¬ 
gressives willy-nilly helped her. She 
could not have defeated Sanjeeva 
Reddy without the help of the Lef¬ 
tists; she could not also have the 
Janata Party riven and brought down 
the Morarji Government wiOiout the 
help of the^GPI (M), CPI, Forward 
Bloc, RSP, >WP, Madhu Lipiaye, 
George Fernandes, etc. Had the CPT 
(M) not decided to support Charan's 
no confidence motion and bad Georj^ 
nut deserted Morarji at that eariy 
stage the Janata Government would 
not have fallen, the Charan Singh 
Government would not have been in¬ 
stalled and a midterm poll would not 
have loomed large. But, did the Lef¬ 
tists, go against the Morarji Govern¬ 
ment to help Mrs Gandhi and bring 
about a midterm poll? No. Tliev 
thought that by twinging down the 
Morarji Government they would be 
able to strengthen the Left and 
progressive forces of India. They 
calculated that after Morarji’s fall, 
Charan Singh would form a Govern 
ment and be would largely have to 
depend on them. Thus he could be 
forced to give a lot of concessions 
to them. Their expiation was that 
it would not be difficult at all to 
lure away MPs from the Janata 
Party and Congress (1) once Charan 
Sin^ formed a Government. They 
were sure that after a week or so 
Charan Singh would not have to 
lean on Mrs Gandhi’s crutches any 
more. THII the last day, they persis 
ted in exhorting Charan Singh 
“Don’t surrender to her. She has 
no other way but to support you 
now". 

Alas, how wrong they were! All 
their calculations and expectations 
went awiy and ultimately they had 
to do what Mrs Gandhi had been 
clamouring for the last two years— 
a midterm poll. 

Last time, it was the cry of the 
Syndicate. This time It was the cry 
of the Jana Sangh-RSS. I am afraid, 
the Leftists and so-called progres¬ 
sives would soon realise what spells 
the greater danger for them at the 
monrent But, thu time their gamble 
might bu far too ojvoiuive. ■ 


Maharashtra's 

Marxists 

The smaller groups lead the way 


By OLGA TELLIS 



HERE are two very dis¬ 
tinct Lett groups* in 
Maharashtra. One is that 
of the traditional Left 
Parties like the two Com¬ 
munist Parties and the other is 
represented by Leftist groups. There 
are over 30 Leftist'groups function¬ 
ing m various parts of Maharashtra, 
most of them workmg in rural areas, 
who believe in the Marxist ideology 
and work at the grassroots level. In 
the context of the dynamic situation 
prevailing in the country today, the 
Leftist groups arc gaining pro¬ 
minence over the traditianal Left 
Parties that have become conserva¬ 
tive and almost status quoists. In 
this context the small Leftist groups 
are acting as a catalyst for diangs 
and people's struggles. 

A classic instance is of the five 
groups—Bboomi Sena, Plot Dbarak 
Sanghatana, Kashtakari Sanghataua, 
Kranthi Sena and Gram Swaraya 
Saniithi. The first operates in Manor 
in Plaghar taluka, the second in 
Wada, the third in Shisne in Dhanau 
taluka, the fourth in Veuji in Tala- 
sari taluka and the fifth in Jawabar 
taluka. All these talukas are in the 
Thane district which has a large 
tribal population. The district has an 
area ol 3.6 million hectares under 
forest cultivation. Poor tribals and 
other landless peasants driven by 
poverty and lack of an alternative 
source of income have occupied 
forest lands and brought it undci 
cultivation in their effort to eke out 
a meagre existence Even so, the 
land occupied by the landless peasant 
tribals IS in the majority of cases, 
not effectively forest land, but land 
in the deforested zones where no 
thick iorests exist. Thousands of 
such landholders who have been in 
possession of forest land are being 
cheated by the Government wbirn 
went back on its p'omise to regvla 
rise all encroacbments on forests 
before March 31, 1978. The divlsio- 
nui forest officer's office in Dhanau 
under whose iurisdictton tribal areas 
fall, refuse.s to release any list of 
persons whose enrroacbment.s have 
been regularised and so the future 
of thousands of pooi peasant tribals 
is uncertain The five groups wanted 
the Government to regularise all 
lands that were encroached upon at 
least one year before March 31, 1978. 

The traditional Left Parties like 
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the CI’l and CPl(M) were content 
with having all land occupied till 
1974 regularised. The Government 
too was agreeable but ever since the 
Left groups took the initiative, the 
traditional Lett Parties have had to 
fall in line and join the struggle for 
land for the adivasis and trioals. 

Speaking about his group, the 
Kasntakan Sanghatana, Nidd Car¬ 
doza says: “We started alter we 
were disillusimied with religion and 
politics. We stand and struggle with 
the poor. Most of our memoers who 
were once in the Janata, Congress 
and CPKM) realised that in all cases 
the Party came before people and 
the people were sacrihcwl to Party 
norms. During the Emergency, for 
instance, innumerable atrodtica were 
perpetrated by the police, depart¬ 
mental people and vested intereats 
on the adivasis and landless and the 
latter could not complain becauM 
any voice of protest was dubbed os 
defiance of authority and crushed. 
Wc were priests and we were dia- 
illusioned u.v the wav the religious 
heads claimed to work for the poor 
but their activities helped only vested 
inteiests. For instance when we 
organised a strike at the Dapdia^rl 
Muk Project, people went to the 
ebureb to protest and tlie church, in¬ 
stead of taking up our cause, were 
afraid to confront vested interests 
and kept quiet at injustices thereby. 
The three principles on which we 
work today are swatuntra, swaltmbi 
and swabimani which moans freedom 
from exploitation, self reliance and 
self-respect Our basic functional prin¬ 
ciples are (1) janasbiksban—-educa¬ 
tion of the masses, which most jjiolHi- 
c»l Parlies miss (2) Jana jagruti—the 
awakening of the masses by makiim 
them conscious of their needs, (o) 
jana karya—^e action of the masses 
and (4) jana sbakti—the power of 
the i^ple. We have about 2S 
activi^ among whom are Rambbau 
Gharat, Gopal Bodie and Mrs Gulab 
Shanda and all adivps, and our 
members and sympathisers numbci 
about 25.000." 

Arnold the traditional Left Parties, 
the CPI's stronghoid.s are in the 
textile, hotel, engineering and phar¬ 
maceutical sectors, .spread over Bom¬ 
bay, Ahmednagar, Sholanur, Kandesh 
and parts of Kolaba and Bhii districts 
In Bombay they have been workine 
in the textile unioi« for 51 years and 
there has not been a single textile 
strike that has not been led by the 
CPI. As Mr Sardesai says. "We are 
not a majority forte but we arc the 
single biggest force of the working 
class movement in the State" 
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Remaining in power is 
more important to the 
Chaudhury 

H.N BAHUGUNA tells UDAYAN SHARMA in an exclusive interview 


|JIaS1 before your resign 
^ atkm fiom the Unton 
■ (jovemmfnt, you had 
K m€7t(Km«d that the Chau 
iTJcihurv aturuld not have 
Hlartml ha. electton campaign /torn 
Kaithtil Vou said, ‘*Wny did the 
( haudhury choose Katthal, a mandi 
itt Haryana'* If a mandt was tacra- 
sunn, why didn't he choose the 
big<ji.\l one m Haryana?” What 
wire your ob;cctioni to choosmg 
Katihal * 

A Ch<«udhurv Charan Singb has 
bcfit i.ldinimg dll dlong to (base) 
sor ni'w standards id pubbt liie Uv 
is lUiniing (laughs ) that he is <* 


Cidndbian He is Uamiing that be is 
lot th< village Now Kaitbal in 
surh a situation could hardly be a 
place (to start) because KaAhal is a 
smalt town, a loodgrain mandt 
Most ot the people tbeie are traders, 
uiban people except that they pur¬ 
chase raw material pioduced in the 
ruial aieas at rheapci pi ices in the 
hai vesting season and sell it later on 
at higlici prices Kaithal has no re¬ 


levance, politKal or economic I am 
not deiiding a small town. 1 wish it 
well 1 myself visited Kaithal once 
M> simple point is What was the 
point 111 choosing Kaithal? If he 
Wanted to choose a town, then he 
should have chosen the most central 
plate available to all media, national 
and mtei national, and projected his 
ideas on the election stiategy, be 
cause you know, the hrst impression 
IS the last impiession they sav 
(smiles ) 1 don’t think that Charan 

Singh’s speech at Kaithal, much less 
Ins (hoice ot Kaithal, has made any 
perceptible impact on any mind m 
the country oi abroad 







In this context, I’d like to illus- 
trite (my point with) an example. 
When Gaadbiji decided on the indi¬ 
vidual dvU diaobedience movement, 
he chose Vinobha Bhave as his first 
satyagrahi. He didn't choose the 
Congress president, Jawaharlal Neh¬ 
ru, Sardar Patel or even Khan 
Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He chose 
Vinoba Bhave. And his argument 
was Uiat in choosing Vinoba Bhave, 
Gandhi was choosing a person who 
was perfectly non violent, who had 
no political interest whatsoever ex¬ 
cept the good of mankind. Now 
tius difference a choice of person or 
lace ran make. If the Chaudhury 
ad any use for my advice and he’d 
asked me how be should start, 1 
think he should have made a start 
in the election campaign from an 
altogether different angle. Now the 
Chaudhury could have chosen Hary¬ 
ana as a start, of course, he could 
have even chosen a simple village 

— be should have chosen a simple 
village — and collected the first 
batch of thousand people — young 

— with whom be could sit for a day 
and give them the whole concept of 
India’s, future dreams. Each move¬ 
ment in this country has ended in 
disillusionment. Each election has 
m^e the people more or less dis¬ 
illusioned. What have you and 1 
watched during the last few years? 
People getting disillusioned about 
the establishment, ringing for a 
change, finding no change possibk, 
then reverting to where they had 
committed a mistake — that i.s all 
Therefore he could have told the 
thousand young men to go around 
the villages and canvass on toot, (on 
a) Padaytra, as they say. They will 
carry the message of the new India 
of his (Charan Singh’s) dreams. But 
the whole point is whether he has 
his dreams. His dream is limited, 
his horizons are limited, his views 
arc limited to almost the climax of 
antiquated, anti-village type of eco¬ 
nomic relationship. Now, that could 
be a new style for a Priiiie, Minister 
who calls himself n Gandhian. 

A village to him bas primacy. I 
think that’s one point where he is not 
wrong. The village has to have a 
primacy not because, unlike in mv 
bellef-^1 do not believe that there 
is a conflirt of interest between the 
village and city—but because the 
weakest child has to be spotted out. 
Thu weak link in the chain Is the 
village, therefore, we choose It. That 
public meeting in the village would 
have had a new type of reverberation. 
Going to Kaitbal Ls like going to a 
sabzi mandf. Going to a village 
would be different, and going to a 
village would regenerate in the 
hearts and minds of villagers a hope 
that an era has dawned. There are, 
first, (things) to be decided for a 
public meeting. It should have been 
properly organised. Second, the con¬ 
tent of the speech should have been 
proper. What type of society does 
the Chaudhury want? What type of 
village does be want? What type of 
lend relationship does he want? 
What tvpe of education docs he want 
to have? What tvpe of socio^:conomic 
atructure does he want to have^ 


What type of relationship between 
the producing class and the rest does 
be envisage? What type of economic 
order does he want to usher in? We 
have all talked ol new education, but 
what ia new education has yet to be 
defined. 

The Chaudhury should have tackl¬ 
ed science and technology. For ex- 
uiiiple, even upgrading of cattle te 
day without pr^er, artificial insemi¬ 
nation is an impossibility. It will 
take at least a thousand years if you 
have to change your cows, buffalos 
and niilch-yielding cattle, or beef 
cattle—1 won’t say beef, but meat 
cattle. Somebody would take objec¬ 
tion to that. If you want to change 
that progeny, if you want to change 
their naturalised pedigree then you 
would have to depend on_ having 
semen samples, properly built, hav¬ 
ing artificial insemination, and there¬ 
fore having cylinders carrying liquid 
nitrogen which will be able to keep 
the sperm alive in the semen, kept 
for being injected into various animals. 
Because taking one cow, a she- 
buffalu to a bull or a he buffalo does 
not produce all superior types. 
Similarly, artificial insemination does 
nut. But in the case of artificial in¬ 
semination six efforts may succeed 
out ot ten. The dose of semen 
which issues once from a bull is 
enough to inseminate hundreds of 
she animals. Now, the Chaudhury 
should have talked of what he is go¬ 
ing ■ to do about animal husbandry, of 
how he is going to remove rural 
poverty. He should have been able 
to tell how he is going to upgrade, 
(the animaLs) It's not enough to 
say that anisans must be helped. He 
must have been able to say now he 
is going to help the fisherman, how 
he i.s going to help the kumhor, the 
village putter, who today does not 
find even earth to make his earthen 
pot.s. During the Zamindari (system) 
the kumhars were allotted land by 
the zainindars—that you can pick up 
your earth from Insre, subject to 
sanction of the village. After the 
abolition of zamindari, everything 
rests with the Oaon Sabba. Its head 
is interested In money or sometimes 
chargc.s .so exorbitantly that there is 
poor demand. Tlicn he should have 
said that in our colleges for art and 
i.raft whether the selection will be 
made from among the sons and 
daughters of the rich people who 
are interested in art and craft or 
from among the sons and daughter-, 
of those who had kept to the tradi¬ 
tional arts of India, as it is done bv 
I he kumhars, the potter man, the 
p ajapati, a.s we call him. He .should 
have been able to say what he is 
going to do—whether Union Carbide 
w.'ll continue to have the lirencc.s for 
prores.sing prawns which it had got 
earlier or whetner the fishermen who 
hcloed to get these prawns will bv 
the process gain something. 

He should has'C been able to sav 
whether he will allow continuance ot 
these banks to lose money and get 
bad debts, 1 will givv you an ex 
ample. I was studying a paper on 
Bengal 1 found out that in Bengal' 
all banks together distribute Rs 700 
crores annuilly as cicdit to the in¬ 


dustrial sectors. In'terms of lit*': 
policy and sodal objectives laid doom 
by the Government, one per cent of ' 
this money must go for GoansJM) 
differentia) interest rates. Tut 
means loans upto Rs 200-300, or/o , 
maximum of Rs 1,(HK). Now, 
are the people who gain by tWa 
money—^the pheriwallas, the smul 
shopkeepers, the small fruitseller 
whd today geu loans eveiy niornmf 
from the money lenders at exorhitaitt 
ratek. lliis three per cent differ^ 
tial interest rate was created tor 
[best! poor people in the hope 
they will get it. Now, in Bengal I 
have found out that the bad debts 
ot banks is more than As_ 8 crores 
every year from the induatrial aector. 
Rjs 8 CTorcs every year can be tole¬ 
rated by the banks as bad debts 
from the industrial sector, but they 
arc scarc-d to distribute Rs 7 crores 
to the proorer sections of the people. 

1 think Rs 7 crores can be absorbed 
by Calcutta’s small peddlers. The 
vegetable, fruit and meat p^dlers, 
provided the banking institutions 
have the will or the courage or the 
direction or, it 1 may say so, if We 
could generate in them tne will, give 
tbeni the vision, and the Government 
kept u very vigilant eye on these 
big people who have become the 
chairmen ot the banks to see that 
they do their jobs, that have not 
been dutifully done. They will lose 
Rs 8 Cl ores, but not distribute Ra 7 
crores where recoveries are 98 per 
cent. It that Rs 7 crores would have 
been distributed, it would come back 
to the exchequer to the extent ol 
98 per cent and the bad debt would 
have been two per cent, which will 
be hardly anything. Two per cent of 
Rs 7 crores is not even Bs 20 lakhi. 
They arc afraid ot losing Bs 14 lakhA 
they are nut afraid of losing Ra 1 
crores. 

Has the Chaudhury been able-to 
explain and .spell out these ideas or 
anv new ideas about the new society; 
He keeps on simply talking about the 
correct human style. Now. what 
was his intention? How did he try 
to meet this bostili^' of the Fres^ 

I would agree the Fresis is 
at times. But, like the administration, 
the Pross is also managed by human 
beings, and as it goes wrong, the 
administration tan go wrong. The 
Press also may go amiss sometimea. 
You cannot, therefore, say that the 
whole Press is bad. He could have 
made a .speech sayiug that what he 
said to the Press was to fan out 
more and more into the rural areas, 
study the pcople’.s ideas, project the 
Government’s weaknesses, say where 
the policies have gone wrong, say 
where the promises to the weaker 
vsectiun.s ot the people have not been 
realised, made an in-depth study of 
the life—like in the USA—to root 
out corruption to go deep Into it. to 
get into the job. After all, tbe 
whole Nixon affair wa-s found out by 
the study and reports made by some 
journalists. Now the Chaudhury 
claims to be the cru.sader of a fac¬ 
tion. Will he invite the Press to 
join in that crusade? The Press will 
be a very, very good help to him In 
that crusade. Of course, tbe Prcai 
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m«y »et a Wt wlW. The Preas may ao 
off on a tan{(ent hut that doesn't 
mean that be shouldn't do his job. 
Re couM have said, 1 appeal to the 
Press to help me in roy crusade for 
this. But he said that the BLD was 
being squeeaed out of the power 
atnirture. 'roy friends were being 
squeezed out of the power structure, 

I was being squeezed out of the 
power structure’. What does that 
mean? He places more importance 
on this notion than the nation’’ 
malady. His remaining in power is 
more important than the setting of 
the national scenario in the context 
of the international scenario. And 
to that extent I disagree totally with 
the Chaudhury's choice, of place, ot 
words and ol scene at Kaitbal. It 
Is uninspiring. 

Q: you were a member ot the 
caretaker Mmietry for about two 
months. How could you say that the 
Government did not know the signs 
of its very existence? 

A: Weil, all I said was that the 
attribute of the Government is that 
it should be able to command. Now 
I leave it to your judgment of 
whether we m^e any peroeptiUc 
change in the sliding disease whidb 
(his (Government had with regard to 
its capability to govern. It didn’t 
take any step or do anything to make 
people feel that we are capable of 
governing this country. A number 
of steps could have been taken, a 
number ot areas could have been 
ideatitied. Did the Cbaudhury take 
the decision? Was the decision 
available to the Cabinet? Did the 
administration ever change? Really 
speaking, from my personal expert 
ence—t am not letting out a secret 
—but I am telling you that I have 
been witness to. Secretaries telling 
me frankly—not in my department, 
but a number of Secretaries—that 
this (Government was a quirk of the 
late.st political situation in the 
country. They never looked upon 
it 8s an authentic will of the people 
of India to go in a direction. How¬ 
ever, it was helpless. Nobody could 
have given It the legitimacy that it 
needed to assert itsmf. But at the 
same lime the Cbaudhury could 
have taken a number of steps if he 
acted effectively In the matter of 
curbing the Inordinate delay, or. if 1 
may say so, mismanagement which 
the Government is responsible for. 
If he had done something good with 
regard to the hijtovv text books 
immediately on ms appointment as 
rrime .Minister, the hi.story tooks 
withdrawn bv the Janata Govern- 
ineni, which gave India a perspec¬ 
tive ot compasite initure. If he. had 
thought of appealing to .srmntists 
and technocrat.v and got them to¬ 
gether to help us in this energy 
crisis, ft he had moved into direc¬ 
tions new. and even talked to the 
editors of newspapers, journalists, 
senior journalists— I wonder if he hod 
a single Press conference since he 
joined a.t Prim* Minister. I have my 
grave doubts. I would say there is 
no substitute for e Press conference, 
here you come face to face, meet the 
real media. 

38 


If be bad given a lead to 
students for the future, or even to 
the villagers. Look, be could not 
even have a committee on drought. 
Any wise Prime Minister would call 
every political Part); leader and say, 
friends, we are facing an unprece¬ 
dented drought, what are your sug¬ 
gestions? With great difficulty, he 
called a Cliiet Ministers" conference 
and all that he did was to 
quarrel with the Chief Ministers and 
tell some of them that though you 
talk of revolution, you have done 
nothing in this heartland. 1 don’t 
say that he should not have said 
what he said. My point is a Prime 
Minister at a conference does not 
quarrel. Prime Ministers create con- 
sensus, not conflict. Therefore, he 
didn’t appear to govern at all. 
the semblance of Government which 
had withered away during the Janata 
rule could not be restored. 

(2 : After your resignation, you 
made a strange allegation agamst 
the PM, by raking the questions of 
Kampuchea ond Israeli cows. I pre¬ 
sume, when you joined the Chau¬ 
dhury's Government, you already 
knew about the Imitations and basic 
approach of the PM. You joined the 
Government without farcing any pro- 
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gramme but started to borpain after 
some ime. Wasn’t this unfair? 

A: Well, though those that have 
come to power to bargain $ee in 
everyb^y a bargainer, I would not 
like to remind the people 1 never 
bargained for any position with the 
Clhaudhury when I helped him to up¬ 
set the applecart of Hindu fanatics 
from the Central administration. My 
witnesses are the Chaudhury’s own 
men. I am willing for a confronta- 
tion with anyone, but I would like to 
say clearly that be it Devi Lai, be it 
Karpoon Thakur, be it S. N. Mishra. 
be It Raj Narain, if any of them is 
willing to make a public statement on 
the nature of the bargain that I was 
making all along the line. 1 was 
helping them to overthrow oom- 
miinaltsm. 

Of course, this is not a standard 
for the (Gbaudhury for puUic beha¬ 
viour — he bargains before he does 
.something. But I did not do so 
After that, all that I was bargaining 
fur was principle.s. ideas, and pro¬ 
grammes. Did I, at any point of 
time, ask the Cbaudhury or his 
friends to give me some more seats 
in the Cabinet? Did I, at an> point 
of time, say that unless they gave 
me those seats I would quit? 1 only 
said that I will not merge with you 
and the condition for mv merger was 
exactly what you have said in the 
earlier part of your question. It was 
becoming dearer and clearer that 
Cheudhury Charan Singh hod neither 
the comprehension, nor the will nor 
the political philosophy by which the 
socio-economic diangei taking f^ace 


all over the world, as understood by 
him, was being made relevant to the 
efforts of the Indian polity moving 
towards a new direction. When I 
joined him, I joined him on a limited 
question — let nobody be in doubt 
— recall the early August joint 
statement of Charan Singh and Bahu- 
guna In which we said our diflerences 
with regard to national issues are 
too well-known to be repeated. That 
indicates we joined hands to fight 
the common enemy as the common 
enemy has been identified. 

1 think at that point of time 
the paramount duty of any patriot 
was to do this minimum basic thing 
of throwing away the communal im¬ 
pact on the Ontral administration. 
It would be unfair to say that I 
joined them in spite of knowing 
them. It was as good as Gandhi 
joining all hands, or the (Gongrass 
in the struggle for freedom (when) 
all factions of the people loved to 
join in (the fight) against a common 
enemy. So that wa.s all. The limit^ 
purpose of our alliance was this. 
I wanted to expand it into ttn-- 
suciai. economic and ioieign affair.' 
fields. There was nisistance and 
(hat’s why came the break. Because 
I wouldn’t then merge. 

Q : Don’t you I cel that your 
pUtlical sharpness has become the 
banc ui your career ? 

A : Well, that s what .some people 
tell me but then i say that H is nut 
the ideal tor me lo keep on angling 
ioi position by blunting the edge ol 
my views, oi ideas or ideologies. It 
having ideas and ideologies is called 
political sharpness or inanocuvrabi 
Illy. I'm alraid, 1 cannot help it. 1 
will nut give up iny basic value sys 
leni tor the kingdoiii ol hem on. 

Q . How. what do you have to say 
about the so-called Bahuguna for¬ 
mula regarding Congress umty '! 

A : 1 must say 1 never gave any 
tormula. It's true, 1 will not hide 
it. Long ago, soinetinie in Septem- 
ber-October 1977, the idea was 
mooted by many ot us. 1 won’t name 
all the friends — some ot them are 
in Janata today, some ot them arc 
outside Janata today. When we 
thought that all the Congressmen 
elected on the Congress ticket — 150 
may be brought into the Janata 
luld. Ami my belie! was that tbis 
would be a polarisation in which all 
those people whose origin was in the 
trecduni druggie, who belong to that 
stock, nut only Congressmen, be it 
Socialists, be it the BLD people, be 
il the CFU people or rKhcr types of 
people, all ot thiisv people would 
yuin. Out basic premise was :a very 
good theoretician Iricttd who is still 
in the Janata, his basic theory wa.s 
that in the basic stock from the 
freedom struggle combine today to 
give viability to this country because 
(people were) disillusioned with the 
Janata because it became a northern 
Party, because the communal ele¬ 
ment in the Janata Party was be¬ 
coming dominant. The people of this 
countiy had never accepted the 
Janata Government as (having teal- 
timacy) beyond the Vindhyas. So 




we saw that if these peoide who are 
also trying to fight certain elements 
within the Congress, if they could 
join then a new type ot political 
forte could merge Having come to 
a dead end because of the unwiU 
tiigness ot the people that were in 
powei at that point of time, we 
stopped talking about it 

Ihis clamoui for (the rights ot> 
bdckwdid classes originates fiom the 
iiusLonrcption that a few services 
lute and there will iield the results 
Has (uiiuptiun lessened in the admi 
iiistidtivi apparatus with the influx 
ot other castes than the upper castes 
gitiiiig into the services’ Wherever 
lesoivdtion has been made, has that 
made an> perceptible change? I am 
not opposed to leservation, let me 
not Ik nusunderstood What I am 
saving IS unless the basic value sys 
Um (hanges we cannot wish avvav 
lonuption by a change of men 
I niess the basic appioarb or the 
class chaiacter of the Government 

< haiigc s - and this docsn t mean 
caste chaidctei of the Govemmem 
hut the I lass ejiararter of the Go 
Minnuiit Which is the class you 
want to ser\<? Which is the type 
ol MKiety you want to build^ Unless 
ih(v ided<' au (h'ar nothing will 
li tp)u n Similai ly, a gang>up of men 
has never won It is not the number 
• hat has mack the dittereme m the 
world It xs always ideas the ideo 
logu ^ which have made the differ 

< me Now nearer home, in the 1971 
and 1977 < lections do you think 
oiganisaliuii won it’ Do you think 
gang ups of men won the etecHions^ 
In 1971 the entire raime ot stalwarts 
was on one side There was no 
oieanisation I was general secretaiv 
ot the Camgivss at that time and ■ 
tnow what organisation we ban 
Ihiiclore this uniting Congressmen 
will Ih> another empty dream 

Wc have to unite on ideas and 
nobody is willing to spell out those 
Ideas Now today’s (October 28) 
mcHning papers cany a story of 
some thougm emerging m the mind 
ot the Piime Mimstei foi calling on 
his alliance partners to start working 
on a common minimum programme 
A thing which should have been 
dene a thing 1 have been asking for 
a thmg which I asked him (for) in 
wilting orally All our alliance 
partners let us sit togcthei A 
leadership which can’t even think of 
calling friends for a common poll 
strategy can hardly be expected to 
form a common minimum pro 
gramme 'This country needs a 
basic change a banc break with its 
past feudal and capitalist character 
and if that ran come if those ideas 
cm emerge not just talking of revo 
tuiion, not merely saying that the 
shaiecroppers shall nut be disposses 
>ed of the land he is tiihng The 
land lelationship has to be finally 
settled, land goes to the tillers 
Ihcnetore I have told Chaudhury 
hah^ when he asked me to merge 
^ that it will be a gang up bereft of 
basic ideological orientatiun I talk 
ed ot a number of things m land 


icfoinis 1 thought, the Fiiine Minis 
ei till tthis) dav has talked of tardy 
land lefornis Did be go beyond 
iliat' What would auxitding to him 
he the correct type of land reforms’ 
I just spt‘K out that He excels in 
in negativism 1 idcntihed the tardi 
ness iQ land leiuiiiis and I told him 
what he should do Acginning With 
impaiting rights in Bihar conierring 
full lights ot possessum of the 
shauuoppers in Bengal, contciring 
full rights of ownership on the land 
less people who have been given 
land und(‘r the cciUngs act in Kama 
(aka I have been telling him about 
wudinp out these coopeiativc sotit 
ties these so called coopeiativi 
s'K•tiles, and distributing land to the 
ri a! landlevs people ui forming co 
upiiativcs ol the icai landlev. 
people I told him, make youi 
Government iinpleiiicnt the Visliwa 
Hath Conihiittec s leLoniiiundation 
which ) had staited but failed to 
discharge, no doubt because I wai 
tibowed out by vested intcusts bv 
cariying all suits ol stoiies even to 
th* (iuiiiur) I’rinio Minister tell 
ing he I that I was a challenge to hei 
powei hssentially, 1 was a cballengi 
to the vested inteiests Therefon 
positivism IS the need of the houi 
(lang up f ongressmen, unite Suua 
lists loi what’ Foi which objective’' 
Unless that is cleat nothing will 


Outran Singh axeets in 
nagariviim 


happen Fliendoie I have no toi 
iiiula but a formula of unity of 
minds 

Q Ikm’l you feel Dmaraj Vrsf 
negatwf approach of iinttmg all Cm 
grei-tmen agamit Mrs Candht null 
only help Mrs Candht> 

A ‘ ’The mone wc gang up without 
cleat ideas, beliefs and set out bask 
objectives the more advantage will 
acciui to anyone who is opposed to 
the establishment Since she hap 
pens to be the one opposed to the 
establishment the advantage >s 
bound to go to her 

Q Hhat IS thf basti difference 
m approach between Babu Mgjtoan 
Ram, Chaudhury Charan 'smgh and 
Mrs indtra GaiuUu’ 

A One knows how to talk 
politics the other knows how to tali 
and use politic the third out 
does I't know how to talk politico 
and much less how to u>e pollin' 

0 At the moment U seems you 
will not merge wtlh either the Lok 
Dal or the Cmgresi What are your 
options ’’ 

A Well I have to think of it 
Yes I will not merge with the laik 
Dal But there h.ive been talks dis 
(ussioiis negotiation' rictntlv bet 
wten the f ongress ( PKM) (PI and 
mvscll I am waiting for those 
1 suits bi'iuic taking mv time to 
plan Jut I niu't tell you I will 
woik for ideas not mcriG ideas but 
lor the implementation of those 
ideas And for the remaining part 
of mv hfe — which I treat as five to 
'< ven to ten vears at most — I will 


ciusade for those ideas and the im 
plcmentation thereof rather than 
s 'ck powder and position 

Q Suppose CPI, CPI(M) and 
Cingics, don’t accept your Si-point 
programme and all of a sudden Mrs 
fiOTtdhi says okay. Pm ready to mv- 
pletnenl yout programme, what tiM 
uou do ’ 

A Well the first point 1 have 
b'cii a little shocked by reading this 
mominx s newspapeis Mr Devarai 
Di li.is offered publiciv that he will 
choos* <hc good points out of the 31 
poiti' To me each of the 31 points 
t> 1 I iidinal prinaple of mv faith 
ih'i t v'l points fmcl tlieii origin in 
I hi past prniiiises of the Cong^ress 
while It was stiugghng fur freedom 
theicioie it ha* n national sanction 
It IS I sanctum much liighei than the 
rioMiiil Paihamcntaiy sanction It was 
a prumisi sane tilled bv the blood and 
saniiues ot Tiiilliuns of our brave 
people No, I do nut know if Mr. 
IK'vdiaj Uis has read all the 31 
points because thcic is nothing bad 
in those 31 points fhe 31 

points arc an iiitegrutcd picture ot 
the Indian economy its polity and its 
toriign connections They baielv 
'tdtc th piimipies not the b^y 
lach one is a direct thesis It ap¬ 
peals to me that Uis has not Uk«?d 
some oi them obviously, that's why 
111 doesn’t suppoit some of them 
(>aiidhi|i used to say, I am willing to 
ioin hiinds with anyone li he serves 
thi iidtioiidl purpose But this is a 
hvpotliitKal ciuestiun that you have 
1 iisid and I don’t think it’s time for 
I will have to see the back 
ground the natiiic of the uflei made 
in the light ol past experiences find 
out Ihc wurthinc's thereof 1 can 
ionic to any coiufusion 

Q Him do you see Pevaraj Urs> 
pi'lUii n Delhi rhi president of ike 
I ongri ss u Irymg to /ight agaaat 
I nnmunal forces He is- aligning 
utlli (liaraii Singh’s Lok Dal, CPI, 
• PUM) and Sonaliets agamst the 
lariatii I’atig dominated by Ike RSS, 
hi the south I < IS tlandestmely 
.udtiig with the Janata Party in Kar¬ 
nataka. 

A I sbaic thi anxicHy which is 
inht c nt m vcnii question I have 
rn di thiv points plain to Mr Deva 
■ a; Uis Mv fcMis and tbeir basxs 
hive alicady be<n ronveved I’m 
tiinvincect that opportunistic albanot"- 
an bound to tail I’m not sav 
mg th.it Ilf u doing so la't 
m< niakr that veev clear It 
1 -. not ihit he ha' told n« that he’s 
doin,i so Fhe stones emanating 
I mm the Pi ess remain uiicxintradic 
lid till ih«> die That there might 
hi loi al adjustment of sc ats wrth the 
I inatd III a number of States begin 
mni with Kfialii right up to Maha 
la htra anci Giuarat In Ker ila and 
7 mill Naitii it is ihcadv then now 
in Andhia Kainatika and Maha 
la htia mil now has lomc thr stoiv 
III Ri nyal aNo Alt tin is jcaiig to 
h ipiM n lhat would embarrass thr 
alliance pirtmis not unlv m tho r 
Mitfs but ilso 111 the If St of 1h< 
lountiv and Ihi bilaim ol advmlagc 
will go to cim who IS figHiug at Ic )*.f 
cli uK in thr batili ■ 
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Onida and Nature 

Sunflower - one of the endless perfections 
of nature looks to the sun for energy. So 
does Onida Solar which is powered by the sun. 
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to Rs. 875/- 

Never to rust stainless steel case. 
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Too clever by 






R H<imavati Nandan 
Babuguna has come full 
drde. By severing links 
with Mrs Gandhi on the 
ifateful morning of Feb- 
19T7, he took a dramatic 
front In national politics. 
^It an irony or a quirk of 
October 19, 1979, the second 
^n-CmanBas Prime Minister, Mr' 
Obarah Siniih’, asked him to quit the 
Camnet. 

' ‘ llir Bahuguna, whom his political 
prefer to cdl Natwarlal, 
.MigangraiW considered too sharp both 
by hu( political foes and friends. And 
this cievemess according to his 
parities has become the bane of his 
career. So far,, he has been able to 
'tiitdi himself to various bandwagons 
' to rtttnain in political limelight since 
he knows that left to himself he is 
not a winning force, at least In 
. Parliamentary elections. He flou¬ 
rishes tn the company of a stronger 
fcm. Mr Babuguna, a shrewd 
Judge of himself and those around 
Unv cleverly convinced Babu Jagji- 
van Ram of the necessity of leaving 
Mrs Gandhi in 1977. And that seat 
ed the fate of Mrs Gandhi, 

But it appeared that Mr Babuguna 
was losing his sure touch when the 
disintegration of the Janata Party 
started in the monsoon session of 
Parliament last July. After initial 
(Uthering. Mr Babuguna, against his 
better judgment, joined Charan 
Singh. He was certain that he would 
be able to outfox his oid rival in XJP 
politics. Qiaiidhury Charan Singh. 
But the tension was visible all the 
time. Things almost came to a crisis 
point when despite pressure from 
Madfau lamaye, Raj Narain and Biju 
Patnaik to merge his CFD with the 
L<^ Dal on September 26, Babuguna 
refused to do so. 

Babuguna survived the September 
tussle by asking for some more time. 
He told Charan Singh’s emissarms 
that his name had not been cleared 
by the Prime Minister, who had 
termed him a KGB agent. In the 
process he cleverly forgot that he 
had also described the Prime MiniaC- 
er as unsound of mind. Charan Sinifll 
immediately said that be had been 
misiaformd la' Morarji Desai. hot 
of course the Chaudbuty did not 
fully withdraw the allegations. 

In the next phase Babuguna con¬ 
vened a stage-managed meeting of " 
his CFD. Three groups in his own 
Party, which bad neither a flag, nor 
a constitution nor any jdeoJogy. mo- 
posed three dififereot things, we. , 
group suggested merger with Lok 
Dal, anothm’ with Congress (D and . 
a third one preferred to go it alone. 
Ibis indedslon amply suited Bahu- 
guua, and be kept the final word 
pending. All these goingsen in 
Babuguna’s camp only angerecL 
Ctoaudhury Charan Singh and piiade'« 
him douMful atxiut Bahuguna’s 
tentions. Through Raj Narain, he 
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,-opened a dialogue with the Shihi 
-Imam to gauge Bahuguna's much 
''>aUnted suppon among the Muuims. 

But-the Nationat political scene 
-Was becoming douded all the time. 
The CPRBGj-, Wbidh had almost got 
; the Kerala GOvemttient on a platter, 
over-reached , Ihmif and in the pro- 
,cess becamr . iimiated in Ker^ 
politktb., Mduwhtle. Mrs Gandhi's 
camp was ggbuag strength. She had 
sttOoetsfuBy manoeuvred the DMK 
into her fold, in Tamil Nadu. In Xar- 
; naihka, IJieiaraJ tJrs fort was show¬ 
ing Wgar and tear and 

Mahmiditrv atm. Gujarat had be- 
cDHbe tiM) for her t» phick- 


bis MsttiM. The situation toOk'^ 
weird turn when it was rei 
that the Russians ■ considered that' 
only . Mrs Gandhi could provMe’ 
stame Government in the connhiTcf 
The story goes that a senior leftml' 

leader, w;ho had been to Mosi__ 

found the Russians very warm abom 
Mrs Gandhi. Did that tilt Bahi^< 
guna towards Mrs Gandhi? Sources > 
ckise to the Bahuguna camp say thm^f 
he hod made up his mind to ditglfs 
Charan Singh on the DiwaB dapef 

Charan Singh too was bocotniei^ 

doubtful about Babuguna'a uNwriwl 
motives. So before Babngona 
jump off the Chaudhury bandytegbiljj 
Charan Singh asked him to 

And' that left Bahuguna im 

but to leave. -sl 

It will remain a mystery for , aw^| | 
tinm to come whether Baliskmi^ 
really had made up his mind to 
at the instance m the R us a i a n s or: 
not. But protagonists of this ttaeory.;' 
say that in the Russian assessa^t-^ 
Mrs Gandhi is likely to secute 200;.r< 
odd seata on her own and wltB| 
Bahuguna’s suppwt the figure coiM^ 
considerably increase. Regarding: thbJ 
CPI’s alUanoe with the Lok DaL Hie if 
propounders of the theory say that^l 
the CPI is the Trojan horse in th«i 
Lok Dal camp, destined to bolt 
towards Mrs Gandhi after the 
tions. But then thesg are the llwli 
ponderables in politics about wi 
there cannot be any clear-cut 
at this stage. -'«T 

After his removal from the l&lkni''': 
Cabinet, Mr Bahuguna tried 
persuade Mr Faziur Rahman,^ Xal 
Minister and the only other f „ 
minister, to resign. Rahman howevei^ 
did not agree to the idea. He sasnii 
‘ wticre is the CFD? It died with CHp 
merger of the Party with Jahi»'> 
Party on May 1, 1977." teme of tlb^| 
CFD Ministers in the UP cabiifalf 
tried to persuade Rahman st Baiih»& 
guna’s behest but they also drew 
blank. When Bahuguna called far-jy 
meeting of the CFD, Rahman 
tor Cakutta to avoid the meeting.'^ 

Mr Bahuguna knows thht, H|l^ 
Congress (1) js now more under Wi‘;; 
grip ot Sanjay Gandhi than eyn 
betore. And Bahuguna's bitter. 
lotions with Sanjav need hardly 
recalled. Secondly. people likdr< 
Kamalopati Tripathf and N. D. Tiwaif.iii 
of UP do not want Bahuguna tn 
own backyard. That means Bahuguba-;^ 
will find )i difficult within the Coq-<^ 
gresfi 111 at present even if be goes . 
there. 

Realising the tight corner he is jn,.. 
Babuguna floated the idea of bring- . 
ing all Congressmen together, in- , 
eluding Babuji. Jagfivan Babu has 
already spumed this suggestion. . 
Babuguna could conceivably get out 
of the mess pv joining th« Gmgre.ss, 
but will that tw good enough for 
Bahuguna? 

\ ' 4l'; 






































































































































































NEWS 


Scream of Silent Valley 



I 'm HI IS k«<k1 iu'ws 1 01 thoAi who 
litut> bicn lighting for tho 
s<i.ippin»{ ol the Silenl Vdlh‘\ pro 
jeci irui thi ( entre ha.s dpnd<>o to 
dsk Kir.ili to ab.tndon the projeit 
toliilU kei'iitni: iii >iew the etologi 
I ill <1 inii< I It poses and the negliKi 
hli hem fit it is liki K to provide 
III! (aiiltiil lioveiniiient is said to 
he Milliiig tnoiifth to fiiiiiiiie an altei 
tiali piii|ni toi thi needs of powei 
of tfn state this detision has thus 
hi ought to an end the .struggle bs 
sonu eiotogv enthusiasts whieh took 
inmiiti shape on \ugust 30 when 
thi Kiiali Hiph Court iKeppti*d a 
lathi 1 unusual plea ht Mi losepb 
lohii of the "1 1 lends of the Trees’ 
orjj.iips ition and issued a stas ordei 
oti the inuiU mentation of the con 
troxeisii’ SiUnt Valles project 
Thia Ks hOcrore pioiect, though the 
costs aie likely to eacaiate rapidly 
Ik exiHtted to product bO MW 1&2J 
MU of energy) ol clerti ic power 
and irrigate Ul.OOO hectares of land 
in the backward region ot Malabar 
tn Kerala The hydioelectiic pioiect 
wtll rvcittire 1,022 hectares of lud. 
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including 950 hectares of evergreen 
forests The 430-nietre long and 
ISO-metre high concrete arai-dam 
will create an artifiaal lake with a 
bead of 857 metres, the highest in 
Kerala The project will generate 
power at minimum cost 

Though the project was first moo¬ 
ted in 1940, genuine interest was 
taken since 1965 The Kerala Elec- 
triaty Board, howevei, kept delaying 
It as It was alieadv involved m an¬ 
other multi-purpose project at Iduk- 
kJ. Meanwhile, ecologists and conser 
vatiomsts, led by such experts as 
Salim All. Zafar futebally and 
Romulus Whitaker began campaign¬ 
ing against the proposed rape of the 
Silent Valley, also described as the 
"50 milbon year old biological 
cradle ’’ 

"We cannot afford ecological 
luniiy'’, commented Vasudevan 
Nair, Kerala’s e\ < hiet Mmisiei when 
be received a note trom David 
Munro, director general of the In 
temational Union Foi Conservation 
of Nature, requesting the State 
Government to “save the Silent Vak 


ley". A number of organisationa like 
World Wildlife Fund and Natural 
History Society, have also regiater- 
'* ed their protests. Recently “Friend 
s of the Earth Society" of Malays 
j, made a request through its Govem- 
*1 meat, asking Prime Minister Qiaran 
b Singh to pressurise the Kerala Gov* 
» eminent to give up the project. But 
as the State Government hu repor¬ 
tedly already spent about Bs. two 
crores on this scheme, it is unlikely 
that the project will be given up 
Mr Nair. Kerala’s CPI Chief Minis¬ 
ter made it abundantly clear 
that regardless of aid from the 
Centre, his State will implement the 
project as earl^ as passible. 

To the "power-starved", agncul- 
turally backward community in 
Mglabar, the project appears to be a 
boon: the farmers of this region 
have been agitating for it for the 
last two decades. All political Par¬ 
ties have supported tiie idea of a 
hydro-electric project in this region 
Objections raised by well-known eco¬ 
logists and conservationists have 
been often mterpreted as irrele¬ 
vant pleas to save the ecological 
balance for purely aesthetic reasons. 
And for the Communist Party of 
India, the projetd has become a 
prestige issue. CPI leaders in Mala¬ 
bar openly laugh at the idea of "put- 
ting-up-monkeys-before-men". and 
elsewhere CPI workers are threat 
emng to rouse pubhc opinion against 
ecologists. “If they can collect one 
hundred signatures against this pro¬ 
ject in a week, we can collect one 
lakh signatures for it within three 
days", a CPI spokesman told this 
correspondent Some students of 
Palghat who have been trying to 
educate the public to fight amdnst 
the project, are frustrated. "They 
want to become rich overnight 
They don’t realise that the project 
is intended to be completed only by 
19B5 if everything moves smoothly.” 
This is due to "Dubai mentality", 
according to a student leader. “All 
of a sudden in Kerala, we have a 
new class, the 'Dubai' or ’Kuwait’ 
class And evemhody has become 
crasY after the fast buck”. 

“Some of the politicians know 
that we ecologists are not just con¬ 
cerned about animals and birds", 
says M K Prasad, biologist and acti¬ 
vist of the Kerala Sastra Sahitya 
Panshad (KSSP) “But they’re 
scared to face the truth What if 
the next generation i going to 
suffer ^ Bv then, roost of them 
would've retired from public Bfe. 
Thev don’t realise that the damage 
done to ecology can never he repai^ 
ed. And some of the scdentists too. 
teem to be as ignorant about ecolo¬ 
gical balance And they seem to 





think that the oontroverqr regarding 
the Siknt Valley project ia unneces- 
aary." 

The Silent Valley oontaina India’s 
only substantial stretdi of tropical 
evergreen forests, the habitat ot 
many complex and botanical spedes. 
Most of the animals living in the 
interior forests depend on vegetable 
food reserves: among the mammals, 
the arboreal species (living on tree- 
tops) are more abundant than terrea-' 
trial ones in this region. 

"The lion-tailed macaque (mon¬ 
key), the Nilgiri, langur (ape) and 
the giant squirrel are so acdima- 
tised to the environment of die 
valley that tampering with the eco¬ 
logical balance will force them into 
extinction", savs Mr M. K Prasad. 
"The lion-tailed macaque is of ex¬ 
treme imptn^ance in understanding 
the biological and social evolution 
of man. It is a rain-forest dweller 
whi(^ can’t adapt itself to any new 
environment. Its extinction will 
mean the loss of one more link in 
the chain of evolution. Some poU- 
tirians have suggested the removal 
of rare animals from the valley to a 
well maintained zoo”, moans Mr 
Prasad “When I was trying to im¬ 
press upon a politician _ about the 
riih reserve of medicinal plants 
here, he at once said, ‘can’t you sow 
the seeds in a number of gardens 
and have many more such plants 

Anal I from mouthing populist 
sentiments, the Kerala fJovemment 
had also sought to discredit the con¬ 
servationists by claiming that the 
Silent Valley is indeed not a virgin 
forest, that illicit tree-felling and 
smuggling has been going on here 
since 1914. "This is like a plea for 
continuing rape on the ground that 
vuguuty has not been piesened”, 
noted an editorial m lue uuuiM- 
And then there’s this argument that 
the natural riches oi the valley are 
not exclusive. The report ol the 
multi-disaplinary survey team, led 
by geologist P. K Thampi, slates 
that seveial new speaes oi aiUmals. 
insects, flowers were noticed by the 
ll-mediber team which surveyed 
only 425 sq. km. of this area recent¬ 
ly. “If a more extensive and 
thorough survey is not conducted 
before the dam is coustiucted, it 
would be difiiailt to say later what 
has been lost", P. K. Thami^ adds. 
According to T. S. N. Moorthy a 
beautiful, non-poisonous snake has 
also been discovered. This snake 
wants to be carried away even by a 
man who attacks it! 

That only one-tenth of the Silent 
Valley is being used for the dam is 
vet another spedous justification put 
forward by the Kerala (Sovemment. 
But ecologists fear that eliminatioo 
of even a tiny fraction of a virgin 
forest can prove disastrous and dis¬ 
turb the natural balance. The heart 
of the Silent Valley forests where 
the dam will be constructed, per¬ 
forms a verv important function: it 
regulates the water supply to the 
plains, by retaining ramwater in the 
sub-soil and releasing it slowly. In 
this way the hydrologic balance is 


maintained. This averts floods and 
droughts in the plains. Soil erarira 
too is prevented and the climatic 
condition of the whole region is 
maintained. 

"There are already complaints 
that standing crops in the villages 
around the forests are being raided 
by wild animals", adds M. K Prasad. 
"Wild, boar and porcupine are the 
most menadng among them: cattle 
lifting by tiger has also been report¬ 
ed. All this is due to the preliminary 
work on the dam site. Further pres¬ 
sure on and persecution of wild lite 
by the inhabitants in the centre of 
all forests would force them out into 
the fringes of the forests. Already 
the crops in Mukkali colony have 
been trampled by elephants". 

In 1970, the ta^ force of the 
National Committee for Environ¬ 
mental Planning and Co-ordination 
(NCEPC), under the leadership of 
Zafar Futehally made a study of the 
Silent Valley and expressed serious 
reservations over the hvdio-electric 
project. However it made a “serious 
mistake" by suggesting a number of 
safeguards in case the Kerala Gov¬ 
ernment per.sisted with it. Around 
the same time, the Kerala Forest 
Research Institute too studied the 
situation, and in unequivoral terms 
cautioned the Government against 
Plundering the valley. The Kerala 
Government seems to have suppress¬ 
ed this report. 

The safeguards suggested by the 
task force were given great publi¬ 
city by the Kerala Government, as ft 
claimed to have the greatest con¬ 
cern for mintmi.sing the loss to the 
forests. They include: no colonies 
for staff and labour will be construc¬ 
ted within the boundaries of the ye- 
served and protected forest areas. 
After the execution of the project, 
only the minimum maintenance staff 
shall be allowed to stay at the pro¬ 
ject site, provided they (a) will a<it 
keep cattle and goats, (b) will not 
bring any land under agricultural 
cultivation and (c) will assist fully 
in forest fire protection measures. 
No gun liamces should be given in 
the project area. The project should 
provide funds and plan* them at the 
disposal of the Kerala Forest De¬ 
partment for compensatory affore¬ 
station of an area equivalent to that 
used by the hvdnxlectric project in 
the Silent Valiev. 

The safeguards do not provide any 
effective guarantee against certain 
climatological threats to the region. 
“Those who have favoured the pre¬ 
lect try to tell us that the require¬ 
ments of human beings arc more 
important than the preservation of 
a few monkeys and trees but they 
do not understand the ecologual 
stability of these forests is crucial to 
the economy of the region", says M 
K. Prasad. According to him this 
stability depends on the maintenance 
of the tree-cover 

Tim task force constituted by the 
NCTEPC stated that if the present 
trees are replaced by others for 
silvicultural or horticultural purpos¬ 
es, or are removed for any ouier 
reason, the top soil will be washed 


away in one single monsoon. 
ing its denudation the land vrifl 
come unproductive for any agrfflwr 
tnral purpose. Such havoc has w* 
•eadv been wrought at Idulcld* 
Though this project began only It 
1967. the approach road was ooaa>: 
tnicted in 1954, allowing unrestraln*' 
ed encroachment and Iv the thaO’ 
the project was completed, tiM' 
natural forest arouud it had vanlllHi 
ed and the micro-climatic condi1ieng< 
undenvent dramatic changes. IImI; 
summer heat is now as intense as ta] 
tilt plains. Landslides are more fre-i 
Quent during moasoons and wefll 
and ponds in the area dry up qutdo 
br in summer. “The Kerala Oovef% 
meat may be serious on safeguaw 
but bow can one expect the 
of the Electricity Board to have 
genuine concern for ecology", 
Rukmani Arundale bad said. 

The report by KSSP also seeks to 
question the benefits that woiiU 
accrue from the project The report 
says: “The project envisages irriga¬ 
tion fadhty fur about lO.OOo heo- 
tores: irrigation has meaning only 
if it can give the required amount 
of water, at the requir^ place ei vl 
the required time. The experienoo 
so far does not indicate any possil^ 
lity of reabsing all these three re¬ 
quirements simultaneously. 0^ 
where lift irrigation has been re¬ 
sorted to, has it been possible to 
assure water supply for irrigation. 
Lift irrigation requires either diesol 
engines or electric motors to Uft 
water. The former is costly and has 
often proved to be unreliabto be¬ 
cause of the irregular supply of 
diesel The" latter has not prov^ ah 
togethe.r successful due to interrup¬ 
tions in power supply, unsati sfeebify 
services and Inadequades in distri- 
hution". 

What are the alternative souroas 
for the immediate supply of power 
to the Malabar area ? The SiSSf • 
noted ‘The Idukki-Karnataka 220 KVi 
line, if expedited and extended to! 
Cannure, will be able to convey bulk 
power. A crash programme can 
make the transmission system effao- 
live enough in a year or two". By 
the time the Silent Valley projetff 
will be completed (say. by 1989), it 
will provide .522 million hydro-energy 
units whereas the region will n-{ 
quire a minimum of 2,600 mUlion; 
units of hydro^nergy. TTie oon^' 
truction of a thermal station, and! 
that too of the coal-fired variety Isi 
strongly recommended but the 
powers that be seem to be bent' 
upon this hydro-electric project. 

The KS.SP dtes the examples of' 
projects where priority was given to 
environmental considerations in, 
deciding the fate of hydro-electrlo 
projects. In 1967. two dams across 
Grand Canyon of Colorado river in 
Arizona were not given clearance on , 
account of their threat to wildiffe. i 
Tamil Nadu gave up the ^ 

Movai project to save the wildlife of j 
Miidumalai and Bandipur region. 


AfiJHUR PAIS. Jnvrindrum 
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Now, the1000 rupees 
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State Bank's 
new Rs. 1000/- 
Travellers Cheque. 


• Also available in denominations 
of Rs 60 Rs 100 and 

Rs 600 from over 7300 
offires of State Bank of India 
and Its Associate Banks 

• 1‘suod and encashed free of 
f harqe 

• Money back quarantee (if lost 

or stolen) from the offices of issue 

• Simple to use no identification 
reouired while encashing 

• Valid lot an indefinite period 

• C ashatite at over 25 000 outlets 
all ovei India 

State Bank 
Travellers Cheques 
The money you simply 
cannot lose 


e 

State Bank 



Let^ come Closer Ra)»)i Centenary calabration coupons ore availobia at all our motropoiitan and urban brashes 
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Janata routed in Sikkim 


fs the dock being turned back ^ 



jhi' I Klonf i>ro<i’s<.um 


number 79 of 1979 wHiatawiMg 
reserved seats for the Nepali oom- 
munity in the Ajwemblv at a low 
kc]^ 

The elections over, some of tlie 
architects of Sikkim’s merger have 
now swollen the ranks of hangers'oo 
around Bhandari criticising their own 
> act and blaming others more vocally 
I than the Janata Parisbad itself. The 
• game of defections is also on and it 
hai> benefited the Janata Paiishad 
raising its strength from 17 to a stable 
19 in a boost' of 32 members. The 
Chugval thought it was wise to be 
abioad during the elections with 
rompensation involving lakhs ot 
lupees still pending with the Central 
Goveinment, .so that he was not ac¬ 
cused oi politicking. But Prince 
Wangihuk, a tough young man who 
feels that the China bogey in Sik¬ 
kim 18 merely an "alarmist opinion" 
maintained a telegraphic liason «dth 
his father in the USA about the 
election results He also made a 
few of his rare public appearances 
in meeting Bhandari at a hotel in 
Gangtok Bazar after he was named 
the Chief Minister 

The main question now is, to what 
extent Bhandaii will go on the ques¬ 
tion of the mergei and the Chogyal 
at a time when the C.cntral Govem- 


tuiiiK I (li(>i,\al ot bikkim, 
A I’rilil'u llioiidup Ndiiigval, was 
(IKaged in a led box in I'lTi and 
(jiiu uul tioiii a bla(k one (U 19/9 
the magid.iii the piople ol biktum, 
wavtd tiiv iiidKx wane in no uwer 
lam hi Ills Ine people had cast 
IIkk vote, in the ie<t lelcienduin 
tx)x vkhith stood lor tlw* meiger ot 
'siKkini with India and abuiiuon oi 
the instituliuu ot the Chogyal 
Ihiough tb blaik ballot box m the 
Detobei Assdiibly iiec lions they 
vuud tui Sikkini Janata I’aiishad 
(SJl'j, a regional Pailv tieithei re 
Mstcied with nor Ktogniaed bv the 
j.h<tioii Commission ot India, which 
IS dvuwtdU against both the issue' 
th(‘ ix-d box had lepiesenicd 

fh< lull import ot the lesults was 
bruiighi hojiie wheu jubilant suppor 
Uis ol SJP moved Iroin the histoiii 
Wtu<L Hall ID Gangtok the vote 
counting venue, to the nearby palate 
gate chanting the hikkim national 
cnlhcni that w.is hanni-d by the 
Ouvdiiiiicut of India aftei the pro 
tccturate llmialavao kingdom juin«d 
the Indian union as rts J^nd State 
on April 27 ll/o What tiiggcied 
olf tb< midnight procxission was the 
announcciiuat ot tbe icsuH ot the 
Dzongu sihidulcHl tribe constituency 
wbei< a diiiiiiiutivc forest ranget 
turned politician. Atbok Lepeba 
huiubu-d Kazi Lhendup IKii p, 
toimc-i Chtcl Mmistei and New 
Delta’s man in Gangtok 
The ciushmg defeat may cause the 
Kazi to retire from politics. It will 
take mote than an able organiser to 
keep tbe disarruud Janata Party 
workers in tbe fold Ihe turn of 
events have also prompted a number 
of deputationist IAS officers who 
were aUegedly a part of "tbe Kazi'a 
divide and rule policy and corrupt 
atolnistration" to leave the State. 
The new Chief Minister. Nar Baha- 


dui Bhandari, has levelled 93 spcci 
tic chaigcs of corruption against tbe 
foimci administration, demanding a 
CBI enquiry into them 

Bhandari is also (k.'tcnnmc'd to 
demand the lecall of the Goveinot, 
B B Ldl, lor his alleged involvement 
m politics (Jncontirmcd icports in 
die ate that Bhandari may suggest the 
name of the Chogyal as the first 
citizen of the .state Bhandaii's elec 
turn symbol was a horse, the lein ol 
which, he said, would be placed in 
the bands ot the thieesome Sik 
kinu-se biotherbood consisting of 
Nipalis, nhutia.s and la-pchas In 
his scheme of things the 50,000 
strong Indians of non Sikkimese on 
gin who foiin ni'aily 10 pei cent of 
Ihe State's over StW.UOO population 
die outsidi-rs who should not in¬ 
dulge m luiat politKS 
Une oi the prim atreamns of the 
Janata Parly s total tout was a sus 
tamed campaign that the Ka/i's cum 
pliann to mdudt 9,000 plainsmen 
ckttois was a conspiiaty to enable 
them to t.ike ovi i Sikkim I'he 
denial of Iraiithisc lights to about 
2i000 Stdt(l(is propk oi Nipah 
uiigin, destnhtd as nonuti/en only 
lei t credc ni c to the need ot a t ru 
sad' .igamsl tbe plaitLsmt n 
Bhandari ha., kuwevci bteii abk 
to iail> round the SJP a (oitsidetahlc 
section oi the people belonging to 
alJ the three conimunitits who be- 
licv«- that the Pcity will figure out 
some pflc'tuvc way to tone the 
Cental (lovirniiunt to icvicw the 
merger and thf Chogyal is.surs and 
also keep the Indian plainsmen at 
bay Id ordci to muster support of 
a cross section of the people 
Bhandari kept the other hot local 
issues like inclusion of the Nepali 
language in toe Constitution's mgbtb 
schedule and tbe Presidential Ordi¬ 
nance giving effect to Lok Sabha Bill 


ment’s nnstmU'd support is essential 
for him to implement any of his 
election pledges His promise ol 
needbased waites to Government em- 
plovees social socuritv for c'ducated 
unemployed, paid panchavat office 
bearers who will be his eyes and 
.us will strain the purse of the 
State whose intc'inal revenue does not 
even match the non Plan expenditure 
but which enjoys the highest per 
capita development expendilura in 
the countiy 

Tlieic was disappointment writ 
latgc on the faces of some radicals 
wlun Bhandaii did not make any 
icteiencs to tbe meiger and Chogyal 
issue s in his ill St public speech after 
wiimiiig the elections What he cum 
.iticnipl <0 do with leasunablc hope 
ol success IS to persuade the Central 
Gflviiiinicnt to give the Chogyal a 
tail dial III property sc'ttlenient ™d 
a rc spertabk position in soaety, 
lice liorii an organised canard al- 
\v.iv' being diiected at him 

t. B Basnet advisor to SIP, who 
won tiie prcuttigiuus cxismopolitan 
(xingtok constituc-mv felt one just 
IK edi d a rudimc'ntary common 
vn e to undei stand that Ihe merger 
1 nmol be undone though it was, as 
Moiaiji Dc-Siti had agreed, illegal and 
iiiiconstituticinar Bhandaii s cryp* 
tic and repealCHl "no comment’’ to 
the questions therefore leads one to 
the (onclu.ion that he is keeping 
the ■'.sues open only to ensure a 
wiiv reiitial Gove rnnieiit's cniitinued 
.oopeidtion and fuithcr spcuial treat 
merit to the sen.itive border State 
whcie the ram god still responds to 
the praycis of monks blowing mas 
>i\e hoi ns and heating cymbals from 
tbe altais of mysterious Buddhist 
monasteries to give the State a fair 
wc-athei foi an election to be heW 

rAPAS MUKHERJEE Gangtok 
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Because Yera is the difference that the eye can't see! 


Yara’s Colour Variation 
Polarlacopa aaaa imnuta atraa- 
aaa which can develop into 
cracka that the aye can't aaa. 
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Yara'a Thermal Shock Teat 
aubjaeta glaaa to a wide range 
of tamparatura variation...eo 


that it can withatand any nor¬ 
mal ahocks you give it. 

H It I tvi V I [ I < 1 hot lio II I 

It I ill II < I It Cl O II ti 1 t o 1 

VI yi 111 I Iv htpt I V Ih III I 
) I fli t ‘ mis I IS 111 p 

tl I t I t I I t j It i VI I I po ih p 

I It t < ly I I I thi w lys 

VIhi t I I t irrts III ibli 

I 1 (IV I gl^ 

Thera is no copyright on 
design...but it's not so aim- 
pla to imitate quality. 

>1 1 hj ilA IV h 11 1 1 '1 V iti I 

'i . 1 ) A u yi I Kn vs he w t is vith 
l « t S< \ t I I I II II (Ipsi jt iisudllv 


prodiii j d tl o) if n tilirns But thi 
pill III 1 d I igl lilt dl uxptrtisp 
ttiit If id If hr tinl ly dfi i ot si i isv t 
11 itati Thi' why brdndtd buying 
ri iki s gi )d nsi In tht loi q iiin you 
jti wbiit yi 11 piy tl 

Sometimes you have to pay 
a little more to save money. 

Ir Ihi li ng run quii’y pjys It pays 
titfdcni til 11 h pp I and idcVinq 
It pays in fit t d n ti n easy break igi s 
It piys II tPin cflri jei lift a life thit 
IS gjiuitt d ty vpr 30 VLirs if pliSS 
n iki j I Xpert rtp Cxppritnu you ran 
( 1 II t or 





Six months iater you'ii be glad 
you bought Yera I 


Manufactured by Alombic Glass 
Industries Limited Baroda 



Look lor rtia Yara mark 


attha bottom— 


your suaianjaaof auparb qwbty 
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Bloody Wednesday! 

No one knows how many died 


O N Wednesday, Octobei 1/, the 
people of the laigesf industrial 
township in North India fandabad, 
were not talking ot the familiar pro 
blem of labour unrest, they were wit 
nessing a bloody vendetta As groups 
of the uty's two lakh workers tiudg 
ed towaids Neelam Chowk to keep a 
date with then brethren policemen 
readied for action at the appioarh to 
the Chowk When the workers rca 
ched the spot, they were bluntly told 
to disperse They ictiistd Shots 
were fired, first jii the an and then 
on the crowd, spaiking oft a wave of 
vioknce, arson and niuider of a kind 
the aty had nevet seen before At 
the tnd of the day lhti“ wtit several 
dead and injured The Government 
maintains eight people died—six on 
the spot and two others in hospital— 
and 19 were injuied 1 hough the ac 
tual figurts cannot be asccitamed 
dead bodus wen seen biing hurried 
ly lemoved fiom the trouble spots in 
police jeeps 

According to spokesmen of larida 
bad’s strongest and must active union 
the rPI(M) supported (ITU, which 's 
being accused ot collusion with the 
Lok Dal to incite violence and disci e 
dit the Haryana lanata.f.ovcmmtnt 
the police action was totallv unpio 
yoked and pienieditatcd I he night 
before the violence had erupted they 
sav a large number of patients had 
been discharged ftoni Faridabad s 
Badshah Khan Hospital and ad<t tio 
nal stocks of mediancs ic acquired 
Workeis m the township have been 
on the waipath foi quite some tinv 
now Their mam grievances relate to 
lay offs closures poo'- pay la wot 
Kcr’s average pay is Bs ISO many 
workers ar«“ kept as apprentices foi 
years with a sfijxmd of Rs 120 and 
often Cm It it registeis arc not mam 
tamed of ill the workers m a factory 
and how much tluy aie pud) leauit 
ment of casuals m place of lliose n 
trenrhed and attacks on workers bv 
goondas hired by the managements 
Some of the factories against whuh 
allegations persist aie Fast India (ot 
ton Autopin Ceraeo Auto Amenean 
Universal Preeision Steel i>id Blue it 
Carpets Before the trouble broke 
out at least 25 factories in the area 
were on strike or under paitial Inrk 
out Workers also complain of f'\ 
cessive use of Seetion 144 hardly has 
a month passed since the lifting of 
the Emergency when prohibitoiy or 
ders have not been m force In pro 
test a massive rally was organised 
by an All Trade Union Action Com 
mittee consisting of repiescnla’ivcs o' 
erru AITUr HIU i faction of 
INTUr and some indeiKiidciit leaders 
on September 21 at whwh i l2pomi 
charter of demmds was dcdaied and 
approved The d« mands included 
withdrawal of cases against workeis 
arrest of the managements’ hired 
goondas gian*s of compensation to 


all workers, and a minimum wage of 
Rs 350 (three montiis ago the mini 
mum wage was laised from Rs 160 
to Rs 250 but even this is not being 
properly implemented by manage 
ments CTTU woikcrs allege) At the 
same rally, a cal) was given for a 
bandh on Octobei 6 The Govern 
nient’s response was immediate Sec 
tion 144 Cl P ( was reimposed m the 
township after a gap of 25 days The 
bandh was postponed to Octobei 17 
to avoid a breach ot the prohibitory 
orders and also to give the Govern 
ment more time to think 
Think the offinals did but on the 
wrong lines M<“her Singh Rathi 
Hdiyana’s Lahoui Minister ciame to 
Faridabad and threatened the Action 
Committee members with due conse 
quenoes if they went ahead with the 
bandh “Faridabad ko police chavni 
bana doonga aur turn sab ko sidha kai 
doonga’ (Faridabad will be swiirm 
ing with policemen and you shall all 



Hu body of Ka\hmnt I at Baft 


be set light) he was alleged to have 
told a gioup of woikei But the 
workers did not budge If the bandh 
was to be withdi iwii ne gotiatioiis 
should be held lluv insisted On 
October 15 anotlu t iOOOOstioiig 
rally wIS iddre sed b\ iniong othe is 
the local lok Dil MIA Deep < hiiu 
Bhatia, who told the weirleeis to go 
ahead with the bandh even violate 
prohibitoiy orders if the authoitlie^ 
did not speak to thtm Then was no 
ineident howevei following the rails 
prohibitory oideis which liid been 
lifted wcif lemposed around inid 
night on the* 15ll when iniiM worker* 
weere indoois nd a>kep The an 
rioune ment tint Stetion 114 vvas in 
foiec was mide in enily i few 
aieas of the spi iwlliig mdustri il 
township 

It was normntil 10 the nevt mom 
mg- when it was iheady too late 
Hat the oigaiii eis ei) the bandh pre 
paritions foi whuh w it rmtde well 
in ndvaiire e iim to know about the 
prehibitoiy oideis llii Action (om 
mitlee imiiibeis liegan iranti<allv 
spr adiiig the ni ws but onlv a te'w 
could be info need Hundreds ot 
yvoikeis from all ovei faiidabad and 
the surrounding auas fiom the manv 
cotton cnginieiing vhemicil. lubbci 
and jilastie f u toi u' be gan grouping 
up and iioving towaids Neelam 


Gliowk from as early as 6.4S aJa. 
When they came to a railway ever* 
bndge—^the immediate approadi tti 
the Chowk—a contingent ol police' 
men led by Sub-Inspector Brahm Dtttti 
stopped the procession The oflteer 
fired three shots m the air and then 
on the crowd, killing three workers. 
Furious, the workers charged ahead* 
overwhelmed the poheemen, and beat 
the officer to death Thus started a 
brutal worker police vendetta, with 
policemen filing indiscrimmately on 
the ciowds, making lathi charges and . 
bin sting teal gas shells, the workers ; 
ictaliating by stopping a train and < 
burning two jeeps and two fiie bn* 
gade vehicles destroying property In : 
some factories and forcing shops and | 
establishments lo close doyva The ; 
police chased the workers to their ' 
Hideouts and picked up the dead 
bodies and rushed them away Eye¬ 
witnesses insist not less than 50 must , 
have died and ovet a hundred yw>re | 
injured In one of their encounters, 
a foicc of 25 policemen puisued a 
group of workeis lo Press Colony, j 
took up positions on the stall s of a j 
house and m front of a wall m the | 
adjoining Jawahar Colony, and 'dned 
ten rounds It is impossible to say 
wheie they aimed but instead of a 
crowd ol workeis tht bullets tore 
through the trmple of Kashmiri Eal 
Ball (4?) who was standing on the 
roof of one of th< houses in the loca¬ 
lity and ripped open Hie abdomen of 
another person, fagdish Piasad (30), 
who was standing i tew f<»et behind 
Ball Two rinidnn who wem plavin^ 
on the roof Simndei Kumai (16) 
and Anil Bih (12) Kashmiri Lai’s 
son were also intured When thts re 
poitei met on< of Hit injured childr¬ 
en Sunndcr he jiomlid to the spot 
wheic Kashniiii l.il fell dead A large 
mark of siilalUiid blood had not 
boen tl» an< d 

Then II, auothci v(r>ion ot what 
h.ippcmd ot touisi one k»ss dam¬ 
aging to tiir .luthoiitKs lh( violence 
was a lesull ol intti union rivalry, 
and inc itc mi nt by ( 1 11' and other 
leaders in< luding Mi Di ep Ghand 
Hhatia who was lati i ariesUd 'Fhe 
workeis wire brnt upon making the 
Octolu r 17 b indh i siuiis, 4<nd on 
Hu fateful diy b« g ni toning shops 
and e^ldblislinunt, to dose down I 
Tluy hid picpai d tiu nisi Ivi s foi an | 
on inisi d aggre**ion on the police 1 
III! jioliie jclion vv I nicessaiy to | 
protect a li im I In woikeis had stopp S 
ed iiid in enl tink thiv threatened | 
lo set on fire which might have caus i 
cd an explosion that could be disas | 
eroiis lot the entin eity Mobs had) 
(luinl down poluc pcjis fne htigad* . 
vans and a Dl( bus projircty belong 
ing to a tyre factory end lynched i 
poliee ofticei lo etc iih I bey hid no,l 
right to disturb jie ic md de strov 
piiblie pioperty if then dc iiiaiids T 

whuh Ihe (>nvrinincnl wi yet to' 
know about anyw tv wcic not met, 
said Hiryims f m it t (M llliajan: 

T dl in an iiigiy side mint II tifns 
ed to iiistiiiitc I jodiciil incjiiiiv but 
agreed to ,tiil a inigi Icnil iiii|iiny ' 

NI iMAl M>IhA NiVi l)<lhi 




/look.tcxjch and feel Carnab^ 
Comfort and style as only 
a great fabric can give. 

A&k to see the hand-picked Binny’s Carnahy Collection 


Carnaby range 
Run your palm across the 
smooth luxurious fabric 
Imaeine it take shape in the 
hands of a first-class 
pri'fessional outf itter 


Make it yours 
For style and wearing comfort 
as only Biniiv can blend 
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Rendered s peechless 

Calcutta TV does it again 



^ Possibly hoping foi public memory 
e. to fade, the piogiamme which was 
recorded in mid July was only tele 
SP cast m mid October — not a rcgutai 
§ pracUce One might concede that 
^ this was at least a piofessiooally 
polished move But Calcutta TV 
wasn't taking any chances So they 
simply swiUhcd oft the sound tiack 
at the required moment Ihc attempt 
this time was to pass it off as a pos 
siblc "technical deUrt’ —so natuially 
no apologies weie tendered to the 
stew CIS or to Mr Dasgupta, nor was 
his pct mission sought prior to the cut 
And the, very nearly succeeded In 
then game All vieweis I spoke to 
immediately aflir the programme 
weie not even aware of the ‘'cut" 
and thosf who had noticed, thought 
it was a technical defect either in 
then own TV s«t oi the tiansmission 
The two givi away clues were the 
switch on and oil sound and the con 
tents of the statement which conflrm 
any doubts Mi Sudhangsu Uasgupla 
piefened not to (oininent on this 
though he agiecd to leveal the naiuu 
oi his statement Evidently, while the 
‘'ehopsucy” as reported earhei in 
SUNDAY (Ortolioi 7) was horiiblv 
bam handed this time it was a study 


U ITTK on Uii liLila 1)1 lilt II poll 
in SI NUA\ I October /) on tin 
ccu->oiship game being played at 
DouruaiMian Ktiidia, Caicuita tiny 
played till ganit again Jiuduiii 
Abiiipt Dasgupia s iiguiai piu 
gidtniiK, \()dth litn' , Uii-> tiim U it 
cast a debaU ( lln huust biliev 
that mass mtdii iggiavlU ystulb 
units! f on Oiiubci lU at B >0 pm 
with SIX young pailiupants, and 
chaued by Mi Sudliangsu Uasgupla 
While sumniiiig up tbe dibati Mr 
Dasgupta 'aid soiiKUiiog to Hit etfect 
of cdtegoiisini, Ihi yaiiou^ pcopli 
who aie alltcltd by mass media bt 
they gt Mil Ill'll 01 Communists It 
was tht u lal debating techniqut 
of making j tangential lemark about 
a current subjeit and this was an 
innocuous dig tl tin very most ihc 
reference was to the power tussk 
between the State power coiiniii-- 
sioner. Mr S M Muishtd and thi 
then acting powei mmistci Di 
Asbok Mitia wlvn ton July ti> Uu 
latter recalled a special taskfoicx 
which was on its way to tht Santai 
dih power station to study its pi oh 
lems Ibis erupted into a battk o^ 
egos and Dr Mitia it was hoprd 
would make an apology as becoming 
of a gentleman Mr Mitra had then 
exploded "1 m not a gi ntleman 1 m 
a Commumst” The entire episode 
including the rtinark owiud by Ui 
Mitra himself itceived naiionwidi 
coverage Bui signihcantly enougti 
even at that time Bininess Standard 
(July 81 reported 'Calcutta Door 
darshan added its mitc bv suggesting 
in Its Bengali news that no such in 
■sdent look olate 


in Iht niethodfilogy of ceitsotship' 
Cakuttd TV IS Itaining fast—even it 
this IS a I eft handed coiiipiinicnl 
Last time It was aipued by Miss 
Mild Mii/oonidar director, Dooidai i 
shan Kendi a (alcutta that four mi > 
nuics nut six wete cut This time 
it IS argued bv anuthei oihtial that 
"exactly 1? seconds ol audio weit 
erased ” Is cx-nsut ship divisibk*' 
Accoiding to Calcutta IV the 12 
seronds of audio had lK«‘n erased 
"with the intention to idil not cut 
It wa* scheduled for ti 'ecast “a week 
aftei recording and the programmes 
had been Issued to the Press to this 
effect But last minute changes 
espeeiuliy with spoil* piogiammes I 
(cricket) foiced a postponement bv 
three weeks each tine Meanwhile 
two oth'*r Youth Ftmt piogiammis 
weie also held up foi the same res 
son and that is whv this progiammi 
was eventually telecast three month' 
later "So the progi amine was noi 

hell back intentionally 
Meanwhile the piodurer of tlir 
programme Mr Abhijit Da >gupt i 
had to go abioad at 24 houis iiotux 
("on Dussehra day") and the leqiii 
ed “rectification’’ could not hr made 
By the time he rame bark and reioin 
ed (“on October 19’) the programmi 
went on the an with tin eiased poi 
tion as it was TV feels that three 
months latei thr item hid betxim' 
nutda ed and at that stage thi v 
"woulln’t have bothend to taminr 
with It ’ TV aho feels that the state 
ment by Mi Su'lhangso Dasgupta was 
‘uni ailed for and ir bid taste” and I 
they had therefore erased it I 

ANII GROVff^ Calcutta I 







Spot re port 


Bihar 

United we stand 
a chance 





P TNA’S Gan 
d li I MaMan 


1 d li I MaMan 
waa festive with a 
miUinii tbiong on 
Octobei 23 when 
the five-Party left 
democratic, anti 
i authoritarian, and 
I a a 1 1 communahst 
j combination of the 


^ • a wwsaa<asa*aaia»B«pt> 

IJKIH^A j combination of the 
Lok I>d1, Congreas, GPl, CPlfM) and 
1 orward Blot held a rally there Per 
baps Patna had not witnessed such a 
lathering since the days id" JP't 
Bihar movement in 1974 Peasants, 
biire bodied and also in colour 
ful ature, adivasis with drums, 
bows and anows and workers from 
all over Bihar had assembled tbeie 
to listen to the speakers The rally 
was held to cxinderan the Govern 
mem's inaction in combating the 
crisis in Bihar rausnd by drought, the 
rise in ptices and the shortage of 
essential commoditlea But in effect 
it deraonstiated the strength of the 
alliance paitners on the eve of the 
Uik Sabba ehrtions 


Peoule poured into Patna from the 
early nours ol October 23. They came 
by tiains, busea, steamers, trucks 
and on toot cairying flags and bann 
eis Most of them were supporters 


of the CPI followctl by supporteis ot 
the Lok Dal The supporters ot the 
Congress CPKMJ and Forward Bloc 
were few and far between And 
there wene the supporters of Sibu 
Soren s Jharkhand Mukti Moreba, a 
group of armed adivasis The pie 
ponderance of the red CPI flag made 
It foi them literally a "lecT letter 
day" 

initially, there was an unseemly 
scramble as to which constituent 
would lead the procession Accord 
ing to the original plan, the Lok 
Dm was to be m the lead, followed 
by the CPI, Congress and others 
But this plan was upset when acHne 
Congress supporters, led by Ram 
lakhun Yadav, emerged at the head 
of the procession Along with him 
was the Lok Dal duef of Bihar 
Mundrika Singh, on a jeep, with 
elephants and camels marching 
ahead of them When the procession, 
which was about 10 km long reach 
ed the Gandhi Maidan it was already 
halt full, with more people arriving 
every minute Slogans there were 
aplenty —Hanw cMkiuv lok shahs 
nnhi chahtt/9 tana fhahi (We want 
democracy, not dictatoiship), Sam 
pradavtkta murdabad (Down with 
communalisni) and ‘Kheti kt fatal 
jhuUaU hot, mantnqan la maxta hai 


A I'lOM of the Gandhi' \faidan on Odohio it 



(Crops are drying up while the Mi 
Disters are making merry)” At the 
meeting the alliance leaders— Kar 
poori Thakur, Abdul Ghafoor, Ram 
lakban Singh Yadav, Chaturanan 
Mishra and others—called for the 
uorty of the albanoe partners. 

But, till the time of wntmg, no 
unity has emerged, despite a number 
of meetings to this end. The rally 
has only had the effect of making 
the CPI more confident as had 
happened in 1975 when a CPI-Con 

g ress Anti Fascist conference was 
eld in Patna where the CPI stole 
the show After the conference, the 
two Parties had drifted apart Would 
K happen again^ Soon after the rally 
at Gandhi Maidan the CPI demand 
ed that it would contest 26 out of 
the 54 Lok Sabha seats from Bihai 
Bcaides It has voiced its dissent over 
the anti workers’ spirit’ in Cbaran 
Smgh s draft election maniicsto The 
CPl(M) has staked its claim to 10 
seats The CPI maintain that des 
pite the fact that they have won a 
maximum of five seats in the past 
that too in alliance with the Congres,> 
in 1977, they have acted as a balanc 
ing factor in no less than 20 con 
stitutnaes and have helped other 
Parties win The GPI(M) has never 
had any lepresentation in the Lok 
Sabha from Bihar Yet, this year 
as thou demand for seats has shown 
they au more ambitious This is 
probably because of their alliance 
with the CPI rbe Congress has also 
set Its sighu on contesting a large 
numlMi of scats but is ready for a 
coinpiomise As for the Lok Dal, 
Kaipnoii Thakur insists on seeing 
the' alhana through or at least a 
scat adjustment” 

But the partners have little choice 
before them The CP) has a central 
directive not to have any tiuck with 
c ithc I the Congress (I) or the Janata 
Nor can the Congress led by Ram 
lakhan Singh Yadav and Abdul 
Gliatuor, have an understandmg with 
the upper casles-led Janata and the 
authontanan Congress (1) The 
CPI(M) and Forwara Bloc are in no 
position to dictate teims The situa 
tion was summed up rather neatly 
Dv a CPI leader who said "There 
Is no option but compulsion" 

There are, however, chances that 
the alliance may finally materialise 
Ihc scat adjustment would be rough 
1\ as follows C;PI(M) one cmt two 
Marxist Coordination one, Jharkhand 
Mukti Morcha one, the CPI and 
Congress together about 20 and Uie 
la>k Dal the i cst If this is not agre 
ed upon, the Lok Dal may concede 
some more seats to the other Parties 
The ‘unwritten agneement” between 
the Janata and the Conipress (I) to 
share thi' key seats and the fear that 
the upper castes would leave noth 
mg unturned to defeat the backwards 
in the elections may force the 
alliance partners to unRe 
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Kerala 


Left unity ; 

One step backward 


I N bis book Whitt Hovat Yws, 
currently being serialised in 
Indian and foreign journals, 
Henry Kissinger says that “policy 
emerges when concept encoun¬ 
ters opportunity” In Kerala 
where, the lett and demo¬ 
cratic unity encountered its opport¬ 
unity to come to power, policy took 
a nose-dive and hid itself beneath the 
slag and slime of rank opportunism. 

What was originally sought to be 
achieved in Kerala was a realign¬ 
ment of forces to replace the ruling 
united Front The Front came into 
being as an anti Marxist instrument 
a decacte ago, a polarisation which 
today is negative nationally, and 
strategically unwise as far as the 
.State is concerned. The new volte 
fate in Kerala has led not merelj to 
an anti-Marxist Front, but to an even 
nioie rabid formation — an anti¬ 
communist Front of the type which 
toppled the first Communist Minis- 
t'y two decades ago. 

It was only in the last week of 
September that the ruling Front part¬ 
ners, including the CPI and the Con 
gress, Issued a joint appeal indicat¬ 
ing their willingness to bold talks 
with the CPI(M) to forge a left and 
dcmoriatic front To achieve this 
thej had also agreed, in prinnpie, to 
the dissolution of the State Assem¬ 
bly — a precondition laid down by 
the CPIIM). But the talks got bog¬ 
ged down over a proposed legislation 
which, controversial by then, had 
beccune a "prestige issue”, with the 
CP1(M} demanding its withdrawal 
while some of the ruling Front psurt- 
ners like the Kerala Congreas, the 
Muslim League and the Congress 
insisted on its passage. The CPI 
which stood firm In the begUmlng 
and through the negotiations finally 
gave up its stand in the "interest of 
left uiuty". 

In analysing the present situation, 


developments in the State since the 
talk of left unity began. In the re¬ 
cent dvic elections the Marxists al¬ 
most swept the polls. Their impres¬ 
sive victory at the long ovaidue 
dvic polls, which took place after 20 
years, gave them a new confidence 
and indicated how the winds were 
blowing. Taking note of this and the 
possibility of a left takover after the 
coming elections, the bishops gave a 
call to the two Kerala Congreas fac 
tlons, which are Chrlatian dominated, 
to unite. Instead of dissolving the 
^serably and going In for fresh 
elections, an alternate sonr^mmu- 
Hist Ministry was on their minds. 
There was much more to this call 
than a mere interest in their unity. 
Perturbed at the prospect of a com¬ 
bination of progressive Parties com¬ 


ing to power, the Church wanted re¬ 
action to consolidate. They knew 
that the obvious, even blatant, hint 
of a bishops' appeal was not lost on 
certain elements in other Parties 
also 

The failure of the talks on the 
issue of the land gift bill gave an 
unexpected opportunity for the anti¬ 
communist elements in all the Par¬ 


ties to demand an attemate Mima- 
try. The Muslim League and the 
Kerala Congress, whidi would have 
benefitted by the passage of the bill, 
took the initiative in the matter. 
They found instant support being 
extended to them by the Congressd) 
and the Janata which were ail along 
opposing the land gift hill. The Con¬ 
gress, which thought that ‘political 
honesty' demanded the passing of the 
bill, was forced to go along wHh the 
Party None of these Parties were 
intciested in going to the polls since 
the Assembly had a life of another 
two and half years and because they 
thought that their manoeuvring would 
help them get power or at least its 
fringe benefits. Thus, instead of 
widening the left and democratic 
Fiont in Kerala, by a process of rca- 


Haryana 

The Lok Dal starts its 
campaign 


O ctober 14, an unusually torrid 
day for the northern plains, 
was the day Chaudhury Charan 
Singh chose to declare war against 
the forces of evil which for him are 
represented 1^ the Congressd) and 
the Janata. Laundiing his election 
campaign in Kaithal, In Haryana, 
100 kms from Chandigarh ho ob¬ 
served morosely that hit opponents 
would meet with faitnre. The 
PM's visit waa bereft of the 
usual pomp and show one alsodat* 
es with a vWt br the 
exeentire head of a country. 
Apart from tbn Depw 
Commissioner of the dmrid 
there waa only one other digidtiiry 
«i the spot to great the Chaudhu- 
17 when he aU^ted from m lAE 


waa well attended. Lok Pal parti- 
sau even claimed a crowd four 
hiUu, but tho mere correct eatima- 

f wenld be far toss. What it true 
fbit (ttdi larM medtini^ have 
rtiply bees held in thli small 


am doing poaitiye good for the 
downtrodden villagert". He explain 
ed the logic behind this Iqr saying 
that the “newspapm arc again¬ 
st me because thnr are controlled 
by capitaliWs whose enemy the. 
Lok Dal It”. Mra Gandhiand Atal 
Behari Vajpayee figure promi¬ 
nently hi his attack on capftallatt 
and traders {*'God forbid, if &e 
Pakistanis drop a bomb on Delhi 
tomorrow, these dishonest traders 
would donble the pHoas’*) React¬ 
ing to the charge of oasteiam 
against him, he sdd, “Let Mrs. 
Gandhi and Vajpayee detdare tittt 
they will assure jobs to those who 
flnrry pot of their castea md 1 WlH 
retire froin politics and teave the 
Lok Dal." He laahed out M Babitjii 
saying “1 preferred Moihtil to 
jlvan Ham because I could not 
trust the latter who waa a pdrtp 
to the declaration of the Biaerfsn- 
C 7 whidh teat ua ell to ialL I did 
It tram ms airbed and a ftW' 
Months Ixtw the same Frinm Hi- 
nietor had the mtdedtr to iuiimd 


at the iirst of two spaedhai he- 
foii leaving for RaJaaUian on the* 
tcano oleo- 
“wwin 
or eWef 
the Kart- 
for 

t tMBinm 
it CBMO to 
Urn partM! 

his 

2Lin B.nju 

UtlH tftSP 

yi tte Vfm conUpiNts its omu- 


jw realgttatiott Whwt.i IW 
V^^^ g aaiwyfaon. And taor w 


one sunwiaed Tbeie was aona of 
ttia Mrs 

Gandhi tee Jttd vwted.the sama 
town thrda webM previously and 
iha had vlco^ly atta^o^ both 
m Janata and tbo Dal. 
Also iftttllp snrprisiiiB was 
the famn* to toudi on 
^ sttbfeet of the withdrewai of 
tan f Marriniey enset aiptintt Ban- 
H lot tlw former Defence Mliiiis- 
ter tnider a *^ 101 ^ agreemeuf ‘ 
betwem flw Janata and the Cong- 
naa (I), 


A CORESPONDENT 



ExcHins BMina I 




i 1 'w5i 








fc 






;^'7 






'Pv 




d- 




^:K'0 


4 *v <• 

. *.» 


^ff 


ml 


*#1 




ll*J 


.-yf's 



I NtAS BBC SMX 4 14«» 


Crisp, smiiry 

mmSfiAK 

the best salted biscuit 
gives more taste, more satisfaction 

^S| Britannia biscuits arathabMtt 



licnment, a new aligament baa takeo 
place in wbi(^ the Muslhn League, 
the two rival factions of the Kerala 
Congress, the National Democratic 
Front and the two rival Congress 
Parties look to each other for sup¬ 
port. Both the Communist Parties 
and the RSP remain in the opposi¬ 
tion. As Devaraj Urs had said, the 
political sKuation in Kerala is always 
' peculiar*’. 

Ever since the fall of Morarji 
Desai’s Ministry at the Centre, follow¬ 
ing the split m Janata Party, there 
have been moves in the country, and 
in Kerala as well, to forge an alliance 
of the left and democratic Parties. 
The fcM'ces behind these moves cal¬ 
culated that this would be the best 
way to meet the twin challenges of 
re-emerging authoritarianism and 
RSS communalism. In States like 
Kerala, unlike perhaps in the North, 
such an alliance would be meaning¬ 
ful and would make an impressive 
showing. It would also lay the foun¬ 
dation in the long run for a national 
left alternative. Leaders like A. K. 
Antony lent not only their supp<^ to 
this alternative but took the initiative 
in forging such a front. But when, 
in Kerala, such a front was becom¬ 
ing a possibility, it was scuttled. 

The realignment of reactionaries 
and passive neutrals that has taken 
place in Kerala .today forecloses a 
progiessivc. option for the State, and 
what is of even more serious conse¬ 
quence, threatens to halt the pros¬ 
pects of left-democratic unity in 
other States. Besides, it helra the 
forces ot authoritarianism and com¬ 
munalism because the Congress in 
Kerala is a party to a Muslim League 
led Ministry which survives on the 
.support oi the Congress(I) and the 
Janata. It also cannot be overlooked 
that the League is in the compa’i-' 
of Congress(l) m neighbouring Tamil 
Nadu. Besides, both the League and 
Kerala Congress factions do not con¬ 
sider the Congress(l) untouchable. 
For them, having the A.sseiDbly elec¬ 
tions after the Lok Sabba elections is 
more welcome becau.se if there is a 
wave in favour of the Congress(l) in 
be Lok Sabha poll there may not be 
.>ny difficulty in formalising their 
present clandestine arrangements in¬ 
to an open alliance wKh Congress(l) 

The KPCC President Antony, who 
resigned the Chief Ministership when 
the Congress did not oppose Mrs 
Indira Gandhi at Chikmagalur, and 
who .spoke against Sanjay and the 
F.niergency at the Gauhati scssioa of 
the Congress, was unhappy when the 
Congress extended support to the 
Charan Singh Ministry which was 
hoisted with Cangressfli support. The 
same Antony, who championed the 
idea of a third front, has today taken 
a stand which is totally inconsistent 
with bis earlier postures. 

Pridiabiy, if the €P1(M) was more 
accommodating during the talks, a 
iett unity might have been possible. 
But It IS difficult to believe that the 
land gift bill alone was responsible 
tor the failure of the talks. Even 
if a formula bad been devised to 
overcome the land gift bill obstacle, 
the more fundamental apprehension 


of a massive leK upsurge would have 
brought everyone to the test — the 
talk of a left-democratic unity in the 
abstract is one thing, to confront its 
social and political reality quite an¬ 
other. Antony is a product of the 
'liberation struggle’ of 1959 spon¬ 
sored by the Church and, it we are 
to trust Moynihan, Knano^ by the 
CIA through Mrs GaqdJii. He is al¬ 
so the pioducl ot the immature 
power-hungry politics oi the Youth 
Congress. 'The Congress led by hhn. 
under stress, ha-'> merely gone back 
to its authentic reflexes. 

However, the developments in 
Kerala have taken a peculiar turn. 
The present proce.ss may unify the 
Kerala Congress, bring both the Coii- 
gresses together, perhaps strengthen 
the Congiess(I) and give more oppor¬ 
tunity to the Janata. Above all, it 
will weaken the Congress which still 
has d considerable appeal In the 
‘Hate. The ideology ot the Congress 


will be totally eroded, making g Pnmll 
democratic alternative impo8aMNe.H 
The two Communist Parties and tbftR 
RSP which are now together alouK 
with the rebel Muslim League may baU 
able to put up a stiff fight in the com>R 
ing Lok Sabha elections. But thevlj 
may have to face, a formidable opposl-l 
lion in the front that may be forged ■ 
by direct, indirect and clandestine ■ 
understanding between Congress(I), j 
Congress, League, Kerala Congress, 
NDP and Janata or, in other words, 
between the Nairs. Christians, and the 
Muslims In the nonnal course one 
.should welcome the leader of a mino¬ 
rity PaKy beroming Chief Minister. 
But the forces behind him ore not to 
be enrouraged. If the State is taken 
to the days of the ‘liberation struggle' 
and polHics is going to be shaped on 
that pattern it is neither good for the 
State nor lor the country. 

V. K. MADHAVAN KUTTY 


Madhya Pradesh 

Mystery over Deoras' tapes 


S EPTEMBER 16 ww like any 
other Sunday at a news 
agency office in Bhopal. Aa the 
evening advanced, the reporter on 
duty received a piece of informa¬ 
tion whi^ he soon creedod, little 
realising that it would start off a 
first rat* political ewtroveray. la 
the. story, the reporter quoted Mr 
Balasaheh Deoras, the BSS diief. 
as having said at a dhuod-door 
meeting in the city that day that 
“the BBS wiU gain the popularity 
needed for forming the Govern¬ 
ment in the country in the next 
ten years”. The report was such 
an embarrassment to the RSS 
(particularly in ttie light of the 
violent leacUon which started pour¬ 
ing in from all over the country), 
that no sooner than it appeared in 
the next morning's newspapers, the 
first thing the Sangh leaders did 
was to describe it as a ‘figment of 
imagination of a croot^ and niD- 
chievous' Journalist. The next day 
at Djjain, Deoras denied the state¬ 
ment attributed to him. He rush¬ 
ed back to Bhopal two days later 
to contradict the rejMrt at an un¬ 
scheduled Press conTerenoe. 

He also let it be known that the 
tape of his spmh at Uie meeting 
where he was alleged to have made 
the controversial statenrent would 
he played at the Press conference. 
When the crowded Press confer¬ 
ence started. siHne of th* joumaUsts 
insisted that the tape do Mayed 
ft.'-st. But the RSS dhief did not 
agree. The tape,.be said, could he 
heard later, oicreby implying that 
it would be played after the Press 
conference was over. But, as soon 
as the Press conference was over, 
the RSS foactionaries pleaded 
iniorance of tite whereabouts of 
the tape. 

The agency resort was pursued 
the editor of the U^avada, a 


prominent English daily of BIm* ' - 
pal, who has good contacts in the 
RSS and who was the first jottr- 
naiist to break the news of nw 
late Ml> M. Golwalkar’a affUe- 
tion firom cancer, to his follow- ' 
up story the next day, he npheto • 
the agency story, quoting “unfan* 
peadtable aourcee”. 

Mr De<ntuf’ Press conference in 
Bhopal turned mit to he a stormy 
aSafr. He cume in faging; How¬ 
ever, he found the tables tnrn^ 
on him when he encountered a 
hostile gathering of news hounds 
who were piqued at the choicest 
abuses being hurled at them by 
some of his RSS cohorts. 

A senior journalist set the ball 
rolling by taking serious excep¬ 
tion to the use of iosinuatlng com¬ 
ments about the Press in a state¬ 
ment by a local RSS leader. He 
was joined by others who, toge¬ 
ther, pressed Deoras to withdraw 
the statement. But Deoras was in 
no mood to do so. He, in fact, 
said that the RSS had the right 
to react when attacked. During 
the 75-minute Press mee.t, Deoras 
repeatedly remarked that if news¬ 
men were to no mood to listen to 
him he was prepared to call if a 
day. -At this junctuie some of 
the proiRSS journalists jumped 
into the fray ioi* a seemhuly 
head-on collision with their *rc- 
caldtranl* colleagues. Mr Deoras. 
who had never dreamt that a hos¬ 
tile Press was lying in wait for 
him at Bhopal, was visibly shaken, 
notwithstanding the overflowing 
presence of RSS musclemen inside 
the hall, the venue of the Press 
conference. He did regain his 
poise, iMt not until he bad made 
amends for the insinuating re¬ 
marks against the Ptcs.^. 

ANAND PRAKASH 
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Issues and personalities 


If s Mrs Gandhi 
versus Biju 

I N Orissa, elections » 
have been held J 
rather frequently in 
the Seventies In 
1971, there were 
elections to the Lok 
Sabha in Mar^ 

and the State Ass¬ 
embly in June 

Three years later, 

in 1974 elections were held tor the 
Assembly again. Depite halt the 
State under feudal lule (the othei 
half IS comparatively well off} the 
Lett movement is yet to sprout 
Neithe? agrirultural nor industiial 
labour is properly organtsed Under 
■.uth nicunistances, in Oiissa per 
sonalities lather than issues domi 

natp the election scxne The forth ^ 

(oiuina elertions will pnibdbl\ not fe 
be any diflerent but some local 
is.sues can easily become lalljing m Oiissa 
points the Swat 

lioni 1%2 to 1961 It was ttio Ivhand {o 
Mabaiaias \ei\us the fongicss In i»i»soinmc 
1%1 Biju INitnaik c anio to Mwor and did no! 1 
siurt then his pcrsoiiatity has domi turns bicn 
natcHi the political scent in Otissi lo the It 
In 1&C7 lie was with Mrs Gandhi Slie easili 
and both ot them pioied to be nega with, but 
tt\f pel sonalities ' Btju Hat<U)” be hoi defec 
I Jine the Opposition’s slogan and Nandini i 
tlu tongicss was swept out at power Tlu fo: 
A toa Ilium of Swatactra Paity and i ch ai c 
thi Idiij Congress, a breakaway Con Indiia G. 
gic-s.-. gfuup lulod the State until will b< a 
the coalition biokc down in 1971 and I’atnaik t 
fc'sh elections were declared tor the charisma 
St itc Ijegislature Oppasitioi 

In 1971, Indira Gandhi and Bipi centie arc 
Pdtnaik paited cximpany and the iiiinient 
wat of nerves began in earnest In harp on I 
spite of the massive Indiia wave did not I 
which swept the rountiv in 1971, giving 0 
Bi|ii I'atnaik sucics,fu11v pi evented shipyard 
th Congress frc/oi lonuiif. to powei People 




W] 


in Oiissa Palnaik's Utkal (ongtess, 
the Swatantra Party awl the fliar 
Ivhand Jomed hands to foini the 
i»i»voinment Tins coalition however 
did no! last long The 1974 elec 
turns hi ought Mis Nandini Satpathy 
lo the loiefront nl Orissa politics- 
Slie easily berame a foic*' to leckon 
with, but the Inurgency and lalei 
hoi defection to the tFU piishe’l 
Nandini into the backgiound 
Tlu forthcoming clerUons will lx 
1 chaicut contest between Mr 
Indiia G. ndhi and Biju Patnaik it 
will be a clash of personahties J»i|u 
Patnaik today does not have th 
charisma ot 197P. Pic«dicldblv the 
Oppasition s election campaign will 
lentie around inflation and bad Gov 
iiunient Tlie Opposition is likely to 
harp on the iwiiit that Biju Patnaik 
did not live up to he promise ol 
giving Orissa a steel mill and i 
shipy ard 

People in this Stall have a'leady 
started thinking about Mis (laodfai 
£ despite what she dir during tbi 
~ Limigency, because ol the weak 
I Government at the Centre and Uu 
staru’y of cssertial goods in the 
2* ‘vtate \inety pm cent of the t,let 
S'toidt' in Oiissa live in villages and 
<;• It u ret lo be rci II how fai tie 
promue ot a 'laimei Prime Minist 
<i ean affect the voting pd*ti rn 
Candledtes aie it is true often 
selettel on caste csmsidecations but 
there IS not miii h hostilitv betwcum 
castes and this is iherefoie unlikely 
to be an usuc in the elections The 
'<anie can he said ol coramunalism 
1 01 thf rural people of Onssa Delhi 
IS verv far away and piedictably 
Ideal issues will deode the fate ol 
he Parties 

SWARUP JENA 


Ihave 

twoiief^e 

earning 

fwme. 

My husband 
and my bank. 



You might tall me a 
little rortunatc 
In a way I am 

It all started five years 
ago when tny father left 
me a small inht‘Mtani« 
On my husband’s advice 
1 invested it under the 
Deposit Ctrlificatc 
Scheme with UCt>DANK 

And welcomed into niy 
life anolher earning 
partner 

Tod ly UtOBANk. keeps 
adding something to 
m> small inhcriiance 
In time to come 1 II be 
able to make a present 
to my daughter 

I he earnings ol many 











Focus 


Andhra Pradesh 

''Vengal Rao will 
be routed" 


tte 


ARTHUR RAIS 
talks lo Dr \i 
( hantuj R e d J v 
Chief Minister of 
Andh! a Pradesh and 
<me of Mi\ Indnu 
(lanilht’s staunrh 
suppor*eii> on the 
u sues in I died m 
ll‘< elertions 

Q Whal are Uu* mam wsues (as 
far as Andhra is ram emedf in 
this election ’ 

A: Ibero urc no local u%u<‘s involv 
ed , we are figlituig to have a 
struDK and Mablv <^ntr« lulcdbv 
a pfOKressive Party Ihe two yeai 
lotig Janata misiule has harmed 
the nation considerably , our 
fight Is to mittatc a process to re 
pair the Miuation 

O' But tfeuT predeiessm. Venial 
Rao, wants lo make this election 
a referendum against your two 
yeai Idle ai the ( htef Mmutei 
4 : He’s wrhoine to I have toll 
coithdi lice in the pi'ople we 
have stood b> I hem One ot the 
earliest detivtons taken by the 
Cabinet was to 4 exempt small far 
meis who own £> acres of dry or 
2.S acres ut wet land from pay 
men! Ill land ivvrnut lake the 
Mas l')/9 <yclone tot instance 
because the State Covet nment 
moved in swiftly and look pruni 
pt measures to evacuate the m>u 
pie in thousands viiy tew lives 
were lost \ou know what happ 
cned duiuig the 1977 cyclone ' 
Even though Vengal Hao was 
warned aluiut it suthcienlly in ad 
vance he continued tiis stay m 
Delhi indulging in petty yiolitick 
mg Hi didn t even ' how interest 
in the diM'osat of dead bodies 
This time as soon as we got th< 



warning we moved in It ihi 
State (•oveininerU had not ai ted 
speedily there would’ve been 
thousands oi de4ith' and we 
would have got all the svnipath. 
of the woild 1 have no us* for 
such sympathy 1 am a man ot 
action and since Andhia Is lurs 
cd by iveriodu cyclones in\ 
Government is going ahead with 
a plan to plant causuanna trees 
all along ue coast for a width 
of 200 metres After an interval 
cashew and coronut plantations 
Will also be started and wc'll 
•How habitation only behind 
these plantations 

Q But Hour Ootemmeni is steodilp 
uiguirmi) un antspevp«e fmage 

A . Pure matiuuus propaganda I am 
a man of actum and 1 cannot trv- 




lerate sycophants and people who 
indulge in sheet ihetoric The 
other day people fiotn C Rajesh 
ward Rao’s constituency asked 
me to s( t up .1 polytechnic I 
piomi-a'd and the project is be 
jng readied Ihe ( PI Icjder made 
a public statement that tor the 
hist time he had lome acioss a 
CM who stcMid bv his wutd - and 
so fast 

(J And act the < I’l is fu/htinq 
aqimst i/ov in sjntc of 
Hail sliuara Hoo 

A. H'-’s a senioi man in the Party 
and despite hi^ personal goodwill 
be cannot change tus Party’s atti 
tode nut can ht loin the q 
C ongtess (I) Bui 1 am glad to 
say that many ( ongrevsmen pai 
ticulaily at the giassiuut level, 
are deserting Vcngal Rao and 
Icilning hands with (ongress (I) 

B P Maurya who used to sweat a : 
Ins loyalty to Mis (landht (you 
know I got him elected Irom An 
dbial now goes around saying 
fantastic things, that Congress (I) 


The voter 



isAHADfV RAl 55 1 loadsidi 

peanut vendor m CaUiittJ who 
hails (rnni Madhubani dislnct m 
Bth II saw ‘I will yoto i>nr4 
agd4ii fcii Indiia Gandhi’s (on 
grx>ss 1 00 k at what the Janata 1 
Old Neither could they govern j 
nor could they lortn a stable Go 
veinment rverythmg is so ex ' 
pensive that there is hardly any 
profit left for me Onions cost 
Ry four a kilo At least dunng 
fndira Gandhi's rule the pnees of 
food Items were not so high " 


0 


A: 


Q 


A. 


dissideiits will walk out He's in¬ 
dulging in mere wishful ttiiiiidng. 
As the person in charge of the 
election campaign for all the 
foul southern States^ how do 
you evaluate your Party’s chan¬ 
ces r 

In Andhra we will win all the 42 
(seats) The Left combination 
led by Vengal Rao will be totally 
routed Sometime ago Vasudevan 
Nair, the CPI leader, was telling 
me that the CPI and CPI(M) 
were going to be allies and this 
would create a problem for Cong- 
tfss(I) You’re welcome to join 
hands, I said Even in Andhra 
you may do so 1 added. But he 
himself said that in Andhra such 
an alhance won’t cut ice 
Whatevet my critics may say, 
people here are with me and 
with Mis Gandhi. 

In Karnataka we hope to win 
atieast 20 out ot the 28 seats, and 
hinre the left Patties in Kerala 
are isolated. Congress (I) should 
have a bnght chance We will 
w m at !• dst 50 pei cent of the 
scats And ir Tamil Nadu ws 
should will a majority of the 
seats 

V u feel quite nptmnstu ahout 
Kerala Despite Congtess <]) 
lomq heat du in the piethayal 
eleition Dm hears that even 
t. M Stepk,n IS lookmq for a 
safe seal outside Kerala 
The seen- his changed diamati 
cally since tht 1 <11 of thf Vn^ll 
dtvan N 111 Miiiivtrv Now jjeople 
in Kerala too ate realising that 
only the Congress (1) can hung 
in stability and Stephen is quite 
optimistic 

[>< mil think that the people in 
tamil Nadu w U buy the r on 
arc ss (II DM K alliance ’ 
Oaidn’l you have preiaScd 
upon your "good fnencT’ MGR 
1 > stay back with Mrs Gandhi ? 
Ihitt’* a complete and genuine 
change of heart in the DMK . Ii 
has leahsed that only Mis Gandhi 
means business I will not 
comment 011 why MGR stayed 
out of the alhanot, but this much 
1 can say, we were giadually los 
log faith m him after he with 
drew his offer to supjyort Mrs 
Gandhi lu Thanjavui 

I tine haie been spcctfn trici 
dents whhh ho 1 been followed 
tij inais nots Uhe the Ramua 
Bflu miydent and the alleged 
poivt rape ot ShaJula who taler 
lomnulted suicide Ihw may cost 
your Patty the Muslim votes 
These mcuKHts were unneoes&a 
iilv poiibased Pacts show that 
the poboe acted within the frame 
m >n ot law. I refused to set up 
a Judlaal enquiry because I want 
the Centre to set up the norms' 
Over a hundred workers died last 
year m the Kanpur riots. Wnv 
wasn’t a judioal enquiry started 
there T Devlte these two ina 
dents, 1 am sure of the Muslim 
votes they have more trust 
in Mrs Gandhi and in me than in 
other pohtiaans. ■ 


paints recmninended Duhix to us. 
Now I recommend him to our friendsr 



4 one-time behaviour 
therapist in Canatia and a 
teacher in New Delhi, 

Bulu today is a busy news¬ 
paper P. R. executive in 
Calcutta, but one who still 
finds time to be a 
dedicated housewife. With 
a charming home that's 
all her own creation—down 
to the specific shade of 



“Aft drawing room It on the tmatf side, so I thoU' l}ulu\ ‘liutternutk' 
to irrate an l•»p^e^sion of tpan •• 


blue on her bedroom walls. 
Colour is important to her, 
so she studied the shade 
cards carefully, picked out 
her colour schemes— 
and left the rest to the 
painter. His choice was 
Dulux—and she was 
delighted with the result. 
Here’s the story in her 
own words. 


Q. What paint did you have 
in mind ? 

A. I didn't know much about 
Oulux or any other paint. So 
I decided on the colours and 
left it to my painter to select 
the paint. 

He's the one who recommended 
Oulux—and judging by the 
results. I'm glad he did ! 


Q. So you left the expensive 
decision to your painter ? 

A Yes. He'd painted some of 
our friends' houses, and we 
liked his work. After all we 
were 'new' to Calcutta—and, 
as they say, seeing is believing. 





‘Porcelain blue provides the 
balance in our bedroom 
Because blue is a cool colour and 
tve live in a worm cUv'' 



Q. Would you use Dulux 
again ? 

A. Would I ? Of course. 
And if we’re still in Calcutta 
when it's time to repaint 
our house, we'll use the 
services of our painter again. 
In fact, right now he's 
doing a friend's flat—one I 
recommended him to. I’m 
proud to say. 


“r warned a bold colour to arrest 
the lenteik of 'his long and narrow 
passage-— so bright pink 
was my choice” 

Q. Are you satisfied with the ^ 
result ? jdjtM 

A. Definitely With Diihix'WSl^ 
wide range I had all the choice 
of colours I warned Anil the 
walls and doors look as good 
today as they did 2) years ago, 
when we first had them painted. 
In Calcutta’s humid climate, 

I think that's pretty good ! 


■! 




@ Duhix paints. Novi’ and lor years ahead 

.OULUX*-.m«. Mid nurkrud in India b, Tht Alkali and Cfenmiul Cwboniion at Indu Linuwd. 
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REVEW books 


Why did Pakistan attack? 


w 


A. G IMOORANi reviews Asghar Khan's book on the 
Indo-Pak war of 1965 to answer this and other questions 


P LEASE du oot rub in 
iny weakest and fatal 
uoint,’’ Mobammed Ayub 
Khan wuuid tell G. W. 
Choudtaary whenever he 
questioned him on his faleiui deo- 
sion to go to wai on Kashmir in 1965. 
He accused Foreign Ministei Bhutto 
and Foieign Secretary Aziz Ahmed 
ol misleading him. Choudhary served 
as Directoi'General (Research) at 
the Foreign Ministry from 1967 to 
1969 and as Munster of Ckiiiiniunica 
tious thereaflei till 1971. 

The consequences ot that war wore 
far gravel than many imagined. First, 
Ayub lost the conhdenre of bis real 
constituency of power, the armed 
foices, as well as his popularity wiih 
the people, especiallv after Tashkent 
Second, the war exposd erstwhile 
Bast Pakistan’s isolation fiom the 
West, 11 Its security depended on 
China’s help rather than the armed 
fortes of Pakistan, why could it not 
ensure that help by its owo exci 
tious’' Signihiaatly. Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman’s famous six points wen- 
propounded In February 1966 Lasih, 
the war hied in Pakistan a false illu 
•Ion of vittnrv so that the Taslikei(t 
accord acquired in the people’s eyes 
the image ot a sell-out, wry similar 
to that losteied in German eyvs after 
1919- -til an "undefeated” army bet 
rayed by the leadei*. at Versailles 
Surh illusions aerve, in turn, to brtK*d 
neurosis. 

Air Marshal (Retd 1 M Asghar 
Khan’s book is an interesting addi 
tion to the growing literature on 
that wai by Pakistani wnters. More 
so, the remarkable forewoid by Altai 
Gaubat wlu« was close to Ayub While* 
their v’ew* on Ayub ditlr'i, haired o( 
Bhutto unites them Together they 
help to answer the question How 
ami why did Pakistan dedde to 
attack India and how and why did 
•be stop the attadv’’' 

The bare faets were already well 
known In May 1965, even before the 
Rann of Kutch arbitration agreement 
was signed, a force of some SO.tlOO 
men known as the Glbraltai Forces 
was set up under the leadership of 
Gen AKlitai Husain Malik In July. 
Avub yisH**d them at the headquar¬ 
ters in Muree and addressed them 
On August S guerilk attacks were 
launched across the cease-fire line 
Asghar Khan had relinquished office 
as romniaiidci.in-<hlef ol the An 
Force on luh 23 and knew nothing 
about what was brewing H was a 
Pakistani initiaiivt*. entirely. Altai 
Gauhar vrrltes: “Asghar Khan Is not 
•loDe In suggesting that the 1965 


War was fought for no purpnse 
Nothing has been yvritten so far wmich 
could ^ve a dispassionate observer 
the feeling that ttieie was some great 
principle or ideological position for 
which Pakistan adopted a course of 
action which was bound to lead to 
large-scale conflict Nor is there any 
evidence that even at the political, 
diplomatic or professional level the 
operations had been properly plan 
oed." 

It seems that towards the end of 
1964 the Kashmir Publicity Oimmi- 
ttee—a Foreign Office front body—■ 
had recommended military action 
Avub Khan shot dywn the idea. Why 
did he change his mind six months 
Iater7 Asghar Khan writes* “1 found 
It difficult to believe that the Presi¬ 
dent, who had always been cautious 
in his approach to international re 
lations, particularly as they affected 
our nmtact.s with India, should have 
agreed to a policy that had the germs 
of a ronflirt on a matoi scale. In ths* 
first week ot August we read in the 
newspapers of the intursiun of A/.ui 
Kashmir volunteer* across the eeaw 
fire line into Indian-held Kashmii 
A* these incursions began to inciease 
in intensity it Iv'came obvious that 
a major shift had occurred m our 
policy towards Kashmir” 

Operation Gibraltar was bas(*d oi< 
two assumptions -ihi Kashiniriit weie 
ready to revolt if piomised guerilla 
support and India would eonhne 
military action to Kashmit and not 
cross the international liontier Both 
were pioved hoi)t*lessl> wrong The 
plan originated with the Toreign 
Office, and we have an authentic le 
cnid of Bhutto’s advice in his Govern¬ 
ment’s White Paper on Kashmii 
published in lanuary 1977 in his 
letter to Avuh Khan of May 12, 1963 
■TTiere Is foi rh" present at least the 
relative supi-iiutiiv ol the imbtarv 
forces of Pakisan in terms of quality 
and equipment "But. it would end 
with the passage ol tim**. He added 
speciallv, “India is m no position to 
risk a general wai of unlimited dura 
tion with Pakistan ” Thei c I'ouln 
be “general war ot limited duration" 
It Is clear from Ih- extracts of the 
letter that Bhutto did not think that 
India would regaid an attark on 
Kashmii as one on itsi'lt despite it-. 
repeated dccluiation to that efl *ct 
from 1951 onwaids and most recen 
tly in April 196'< 

The first four infiltrators gave 
away the whok* plan in a broadcast 
on AIR on August 8 "The blighters 
have spilled the beany", Biigadier 
Arsbod. Director of Military IntelU 


gence, tamented. It is absurd to sug¬ 
gest that the defended is bound to 
conform to the level of the offensive 
onleashed by the attadeer. lodia 
mopped up the irregulars as best as 
it couM and occupiM the Haji Pir 
salient. Pakistau marched into the 
Chamb on September 1, threatening 
Akhnur. As^ar Khan recognises that 
India was "left with little choice but 
to remove this threat to the seen Ity 
of their vital strategic areas and, 
rather than confine the contest to 
Azad Kashmir, decided to extend the 
area of conflict to West Pakistan." 

All Pakistani accounts agree that 
India’s inarch to Lahore came as a 
surpiiie. Controversy begins here At 
a PNA meeting at Laliore on Feb 
niary 26, 1977. Asghar Khan alleged 
that Chen Yi, the Chinese Foreign 
Minister, had warned Bhutto when 
he passed through Karachi en rout'* 
to Paris that India would attack 
Pakistan, but Bhutto had deliberately 
given information to the contrary 
"After September 6, when I met 
Avub Khan he told me that Bhutto 
had deceived him.” 

Interestingly, this accusation by 
Avub does nof figure in the book, 
which is Dubli&hed now as it was wri 
tten in 1967 though he repeats his 
charge that Bhutto distorted his talks 
with Chen Vi Asghar Klian is altnge 
ther wrnria The meeting took place 
on Septembei 4 not “on or 2iid" 
as he av'»- Bv then Pakistan was 
well insidf Chhamh and tlie Indian 
off«"n.sivf tri flit well have been laun 
ched on (in 4th rather than two 
davs latii Moreover, thp possihnltv 
of Indian at tion should have hi'en 
reckoned hv Pakistan when it plann¬ 
ed the whole venture, in May. More 
over, why should Pakistan depend 
on Chinese estimates oi India's rcat 
tion? 

Bhutto’s lettei seems to bear out 
the cho that he had assured Ayub 
Khan th India would nevei cioss 
the inten.-itiuiial Irontiei. But one 
cannot c incrate Ayub at Aliaf Gau- 
bar does. Altai, however, lias sour- 
interesting revelations to make on 
this point He writes, "My own re 
collectioD IS that in an important 
meetmg Mi Hiiuttu claimed that he 
had given the assurance on the basis 
of a communication he had received 
from the Australian High Commi¬ 
ssioner. In another meeting two days 
before Bhutto left for New York to 
attend the Security Couuai meeting 
ID which the ceasefire resolution 
was approved he said: 'an assurance 
b not a guarantee; what 1 conveyed 
to the President was the advice of 
the Foreign Office'. When some other 
participant.s in the meeting niticiseo 
him he broke down and staited weep 
ing Uttrih Aftei he recovered he 






lUtarad «l en t aiice whidi I ihcll never 
forget This means tbe end of my 
political career.' 

Adz Ahmed had only one concern 
during the war. Exoei^ him no one 
should see the President Mian Arsh- 
ed Hussain, who was then Pakistan's 
High Commissioner in New Delhi, 
claimed in a meeting after the cease¬ 
fire that he had sent a message 
through the Turkish Emhas-sy in New 
Delhi on the 4th of September 1965 
Informing the Foreign Offlice that 
InAa was planning to attack Lahore 
on the 6th of September. This mes¬ 
sage was duly received in Islamabad 
but never shown to Ayub Khan. 
When Aziz Ahmed was confronted 
with this, his only explanation was 
'that he had not seen the message in 
time. 

Tn his rejoinder to the Air Marshal 
on March 1, 1977, Aziz Ahmed sat t 
that Chen Yi did advise that “India 
would not launch a war a^nst Pa 
kistan at that tkne” and claimed tha^ 
the minutes of the talks, at which 
he and Agha Sfaahi were present 
were submitted to Ayub Khan. 

Now. this may well be so. But whai 
turns on the talks on September 4 
when Pakistan had aireaay crossed 
the Rubicon? What is amazing i*- 
Aziz Ahmed’s claim that "our assess¬ 
ment at that time was that India was 
determined to launch an attack agf 
inst Pakistan." This is a lie. If Pakis¬ 
tan had expected the Indian move 
she would not have moved No. 7 
Infantry Division located south of 
Lahore to the Chamb area. 

Plainly, Aziz Ahmed’s boast i.s 
false. Pakistan did not expect India 
to retaliate as it did. In 1976, the 
Defence Journal of Karachi quoted 
Maj.-Gen. Shaukat Raza as saying 
that. “On Srd September 1965, the 
Hhief of General Staff, Maj-Gett. Sh'*' 
Bahadur, held a conference of Diree 
tors. We were informed that our 
troops had attacked Chhamb from 
across the ceasefire line in Kashmir. 
Lt.-Col. Riaz Ahmed (Historical Sec¬ 
tion) asked if adequate precautions 
had been taken for the defence ot 
Lahore and Slalkot as the Indians 
were bound to react in these areas. 
The Director, Military Intelligence 
(Brig. Irshad), supported by Director, 
Military Operations (Brig Gul Hasan), 
assured the gathering that the In¬ 
dians were in no position to start 
an all-out war.” 

O much for the manner 
in which the war was 
launched. How was it 
brought to an end? To 
begin with, despite it« 
remarkable performance in the air, 
Pakistan’s counter-offensive on the 
ground was sucosssfully blunted and 
a war of attrition had begun. Asghar 
Khan went to Peking, Jakarta, An¬ 
kara and Teheran to seek help. He 
told (%ou En-lai on September 10 
that “Chinese moves on India’s nor¬ 
thern borders would help to reduce 
the pressure against us in West Pa¬ 
kistan.” After consulting President 
Liu Sbao Chi. Chou said that the 
‘proposal had such serious imphea- 
tlons as to make it necessary for 


them to disenss things udth Ayuo 
Khan. He suggested that they could 
meet at Peking or Rawalpinm or at 
any other place our President found 
convenient I said that I would con¬ 
vey their wish to Ayub Khan. Pre¬ 
mier Chou En Lai added that it was 
important for them to know whether 
we really meant to fight until our 
political objectives were achieved. 1 
said that I had no doubt that Pakis¬ 
tan would fight to the end.’' 

But China’s ultimatum to India on 
September 16 helped Pakistan little. 
Reason ? It brought ttie US and the 
USSR on the scene. On September 14, 
US Ambassador. John M. Cabot had 
told the Chinese representative at the 
Warsaw talks “to st^ out of the 
Indo-Paklstani lonllict”. Otherwise, 
he implied, the US and other UN 
nations would retaliate against China 
Choudhtiry’s version that Ayub “slipp¬ 
ed into China for intensive discus 
sions" to take the Chinese into con¬ 
fidence about his decision to acoept 
the ceasefire seems unlikely to he 
true. 

In 1974 a Pakistani academician, 
Anwar H. Syed, wrote in his book 
( hma and Potaston that " \Hei the- 
Chinese sent an ultimatum to India, 
the American and British Ambassa 
dors advised him that the Chinese ai 
tion might lead to a general, and pos¬ 
sibly nuclear, war. Unwilling to risk 
a break with the Unite.d States, ami 
unnerved by the thought of a larger 
war, Ayub Khan now appealed to the 
Chinese to withdraw the ultimatum’’ 
This is borne out by Asghar Khan 
and more so by the White Papci 
When Asghar Khan urged Ayub to 
keep fighting, the latter kept saying 
“We arc uii^-r pres.sure’’. 

In his statement in 1977 Aziz Ahm 
ed revealed that on September 19 the 
British High Commissioner, Sir Mau¬ 
rice James, had called on Ayub Khar, 
with an urgent message from Prime 
Minister Harold Wilson. Bhutto and 
Aziz Ahmed were bo(h present at th • 
meeting. The burden of the message 
and the statement of the High Com¬ 
missioner was that Pakistan must 
accept a ceasefire before the Chine¬ 
se ultimatum to India expired. Other 
wise, he warned, "the nuclear pow¬ 
ers would take over”. At this threat, 
to the dismay of the Fore,ign Minis 
ter and mine. Ayub Khan visibly we 
akened. The High Commissioner had 
won his point” The White Paper sets 
out the discussions at le.ngth. Pakis 
tan accepted the crasefire before 
midnight of September 22 when the 
Chiae.<ie ultimatum to India was due 
to expire. 

It was after the ceasefire accord 
ing to Asghar Khan — and not 
befo-e it as Choudhury believes - - 
that Ayub went on a secret trip to 
Peking with Bhutto, Nur Khan and 
Asghar Khan Th.s was aflei a con 
ference at Tashkent had been agreed 
but before it was held. The Chines'- 
criticised the conduct of the war but 
approved the trip to Tashkent. 

Asghar Khan, also, learnt nothing 
from tie episode. Despite the know' 
ledge of Operation Gibraltar which 
he acquired later, he had no besitati 
on in declaiming in T.ahore three years 


thereafter that This was a war not 
only for the preservation of our inde¬ 
pendence, but for the preservation of 
our very existence” which was threa¬ 
tened by “Indian aggression”. In the 
book however, he describes the war 
as having been “fought fur no pur¬ 
pose”. While attacking Bhutto for 
rashness, he tried to outbid him in 
demagogy as an anti^ndian hawk. 
On February 26, 1977 he asked Bhu¬ 
tto at an election rally “why had he 
sneaked into the Indian High Commi- 
ssinu at Karadii through a bath 
room ?" 

It i.s in vain to expect him to inject 
any <iensc of realism into Pakistan’s 
India policy. Altaf Gauhar is more 
sensible. He writes, “Asghar Khan 
holds that Ayub Khan yielded to 
foreign pressure when he could have 
carried on the war regardless of the 
unsatisfactory situation on the 
ground. If all the information and 
documents relating to the War were 
made public. A.sghar Khan might 
revise his Judgment.” He mints out 
that “few people outside nie armed 
forces realise how close Pakistan 
came to disaster in the 1965 War due 
to inadequate preparation, fadle a.s- 
sumptions and criminal Foreign Offl- 
tv advice. Tl*e full facts still remain 
to be disclosed.” He further points 
out that “unless all the facts of IMS, 
1965 and 1971 are made public, our 
people will go on living in a false 
world, scoring imaginary victories 
against fictitious adversaries.” 'This is 
the ta.sk before Pakistan's leaders. 

But they seem unwilling to under 
take it. Why, even Aitaf Gauhar holds 
that “if Asghar Khan remained in 
command of the Air Force he would 
have given the Operation a positive 
and decisive romplexion, because of 
his devotion to the cause of Kashmir 
and his whole attitude toward war 
with India.” Clearly, what they really 
regret even now is not the launching 
of the attack but its failure. 

’They criticise Anglo- American 
“pressure” on Pakistan quite oblivious 
of the fact that it was Pakistan which 
had first sought outside intention — 
by China. And without Chinese help 
could Pakistan have hoped to inflict 
defeat and impose its term.s on India? 
On the day India retaliated on tb? 
Lahore front, September 6, the U.S. 
Ambassador met Ayub Khan. The 
White Paper records that "on no less 
than three occasions during that mee¬ 
ting the ambassador told the Presi¬ 
dent India has you by the throat.” 

Both, the attack and its failure, are 
historical facts of relevance to the 
Kashmir question today. A nation 
which fails in its own chosen for¬ 
um — the battlefield — cannot hope 
to achieve success at the conference 
table. Had Pakistan won the war. 
would it have held a plebiscite in Ka.s- 
mir under the UN resolutions ■» The 
Har has cost Pakistan dear. But it is 
not too late yet for it to put the past 
behind it and seek a new relationship 
facts of the past and the realities of 
based on a candid recognition of the 
today. 

The Pirst Htmnd IndoPak War 
1965 (Vikas Publishing House Pvt 
Ltd. Rs 35). ■ 
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' IVi her year... she deserves a special gift.. 

The Gift of Love 


Children irmocettu Beautiful 
Our most precious possessions. 
So fragile. Handle them with care 
Treat them with tend^ess 

Realize that growing-up is a 
time of much happiness, and 
heartbreak Assure your children 
that you are always there to 
run to—whenever they need you 


A cNkf who IS kissed and cuddled 
and truly loved grows up 
affectionate and well-balanced 
Treasure and cherish your children 
so they may learn in their turn to 
treasure and to cherish When 
you give them the gift of love 
now—-you give them the capacity 
to love as welt. It's a gift that 
will last a lifetime 


m 


Carona Cares 


A tnbute to children 

in the Internationei Year of the Child 


Canma Saku Ca Isd 


your chrtri 

•bSO,uto,y /r,,, 

rl*'**'fOYou 

'or untry „ 

J!i^ ^cembur 7S 


Read Office. 221, Dedsbhoy NaoiO|l Roed. Bombey 400001 
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KHAAS BAAT 


I N the bumiOE issue ot the > 
tecent rift between < 

bholru and Amitabh Bach > 

Aos, the usual stands have ^ 
been taken by the two 
rancenied parties Amitabb 
is the UgbbliiMed (stiff 
opper'lip, I sbould say) 
bow, offeoded person, 
deepening the mystery of 
wnat actually happen^ It 
seems however, to have 
been sparked off ‘by the 
release ot Kaaia Pathhar, 
trrcspective of any other 
tensions there may have 
been under the surface 
before this. And needless 
to say, the other party in 
ihla oold war is Sbatni, 
yakking about it to everyone 
And wHb the shrugging ot 
shoulders and the Ibave 
tto-ouarm^wuh him state 
ments wbiih hr is making, 
tbeie is the undercurrent 
of a taunt in what he sais 
— he is very sun* of hu 
capacitv he says, which 
means that the otht*r per 
son isn’t 

I S the end of yiai pioving 
to be a time for 
wedding m filmland? 
following th( NeetU'Rishi 
WMlding srtieduled for 
Novenibei 3 n a stiong 
rumoui that Akabana Azm 
and Ah9hhm arc going to 






Irsebel What are the producers vaiting for^ 


follow ‘uit as well Ma}tK 
oovs hn mom will be at 
p< an smc( her one wish 
has been that bhabana 
should marrv 

I N thi flood oi flop films 
that have lertainlv pulhd 
Hcnia Maliot dowQ fioni 
where she luled there is 
one which promises to be 
a resurrection foi her — 
at feast that is what tradi 
circles predict The film 
LS Manoj Kumars Kranti 
Not oniv has sue gut a big 
good tole, but Manoj has 
projected bet m a very 
dust, sexy image whidb no 
one hat done before Trust 
Manoj the excellent visua 
liser to come up with 
the bullo-eye role for a 
falling star as in the case 
of Hcma, or a rising one 
btrugghng to grt up there, 
like Zeenat 

n A NU look who’s gotaig 
all out at least 
J, s rrbally to prove to the 
7 him world that she too, 
g ran act I mean really 


act Like Zeenat Tma 
Munim IS now (lenching 
a list to all who rare to 
listen and tijing to assert 
that she wants to do dra 
maiK roles of the type 
Ut IK gal Sdtbvu and Co 
give thejr heroines 
Imagine lina playing a 
vihi duled caste girl an 
untouchable firebrand oi th 
to Pi* smita Potil played in 
Manthan She wants to d > 
at hast the Rajashree 
type of hlms 


C HAR K1 LAAf the 
typical emotional 
family fum which promised 
to drayy swarms at the 
box office, has not yet 
brought in the expected 
results. Perhaps like in 
most family films, a lot of 
month to-month publiaty 
will bring about the success 




whKh has not been appre 
nated by many audiences, 
still has the largest number 
of prints showing in town, 
if that IS any pr^ of its 
success. m 
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KHAAS BAAT 


I s there a deliberate 
campaign going on 
against Saritha'* Now that 
ber role in Nool Veil, a 
Tamil tragedy is mudi 
talked'iboat, and the film 
Is on its way to becoming 
a hit Telngu and Tamil 
magannes are coming out 
witn a number of personal 
stories concerning her 
Since the day a Telugu 
i magazine flashed a photo 
i graph showing her with a 
roan beheved to be ber 
husband, Santha is in the 
news! Of course she hasn’t 
denied ber early mamage 
and since she doesn’t live 
with her husband she has 
never felt the need to speak 
about her marriage to an\ 
}ournaIu>t Some gossip 
columnists suggest that she 
ditched her engineer 
husband because her films 
are doing well at the box 
office But this columnist 
knows for certain that he 
isasn’t even around when 
Saiitha began aiting m her 
maiden film Maro Cbarttra 
And she’s quoted as 
hai ing said *that she was 
mat 11 ^ when she was just 
lb and all that abe got 
fiom him was Loi^s ol 
unhappiness As she conti 
nued working not only in 
Maro (barttra but in three 
othei blms subsc quently, 
sht conttnued living in a 
siiidll bouse in a depressing 
put ot the citv Now 
with threi hits to hti 
f If dll she can confidently 
iiiou into a new brttci 
house 


cheap'tbrilis enough to 
titillate our se\ starved 
audiences 

P THES bad plans to 
remake Rtth Nvve 
dham into Hindi, with 
gayaUiarathy playmg the 
seductress of course He 
had her tutored bv Asha 
Chandra but one understands 
that despite Potben’s lack 
of interest in the project 
some other producers have 
approactaed her to do the 
film in Hindi Since per 


IjLiHAl if Harry t’utben 
Vf dreams of ii akiug bis 
\ misti css and star 
luyabhwrathy act in Hindi 
iilnis went kaput^ She 
4 IS at last aiiived — via 
'<jb Ka Anuan a dubbt*d 
(rsiun of hf r Malay alam 
t A Heart fvr Hire The 
Ill’ll was prtvnicrtd in 
Hvdciabad recentlv and has 
’ id a good run it's 
■d to be shown in 
1 (utta and Bombay in 
•No,ember The subject 
1 iinpotency Jayabhaiatby 
Is married to a masculine 
• vtate owner (Raghavan) 
who just cant perform So 
'he goes back to her old 
lover (Soman) but the guilt 
haunts her and disgusted 
with her coldness Ec has 
1 fling With a drama 
Ktress The film has quite 
c few bedroiHn scenes 
^owmg Jayabbaratby trying ,, 
('•sperately to “warmup' | 

her impotent husband : 5, 


mission to remake the film 
may not be given away 
as Pothen himself is the 
producer, a slightly Afferent 
version may go to the 
sets goon In the meanwhile 
will JayaUiarathy do scKne 
thing about her ever* 
expending waistline, please^ 

TAI GANESH is the popular 
J choice for the aeouM 
lead in films starring 
Sivaji Ganesan but nraody 
can say how long thu 
issoaation will last In 



the past Messrs Muthum- 
man, Srikaatb, Vijay^kan|f< 
and Rajmkant used to be 
the favourites Siva|l it 
rather sensitive about )d« 
co-heroes getting the cfodk 
be feels even today be 
cea carry a film to auocess 
on his own shoulders md 
be isn’t wrong 

ACniESS Lathe's brothep 
so Bajkumsr. who begrs 
s strong resembisnu ie 
Ksmalshassn, is paired with 
Hindi starlet Rajni Shansi 
in an up-and coming Tinli 
film Koshimr KatMh %’a 
already having many onts 
but he wants to go slow 
till the release of his 
maiden venture and wiHi 
alster Latha’s exoellmt KR 
network, he should be ibfts 
to go places quite fast 

S HARMILA TAGOM’9 
presence in director 
Sankaran Nair's Malajysliai 
Cbovonna Chtragugaf pro¬ 
duced a good perfonttaaee : 
abe played a call girl hnt 
the front-benchers were ■ 
bit disappointed ntf 
•eem to remember Sbanaili 
Tagore in An Bveaiag In 
Park and laUuh suit's 
the use of importing a 
Bombay star if she won’t 
add glamour to a film, they 
felt 


^wrOMER Vanitbasri 
tv had high hopes that 
bet nididi.n ventuic 
Kadaniba Orutia would 
make her a big star She 
plays a gypsy and has 
bared herself with grace 
but the fibn was an out- 
and-out amateurish affair a 
case of iocxporieiiced cooks 
produang tasteless broth 

H as actor Jot Sbabkar 
parted company with 
Karunantdhi after the 
ruinous flops like Aadu 
Pambeyf Tlie giapevioe 
has It that Jaishimkar 
isn’t interested id having 
celluloid digs at MGR since 
bis dreams of gaming 
populanty as the DMK hero 
diqnt matfiiaiisf 

S UMITRA says ‘Don’t 
bclicvf rumour^ about 
my alleged flings frankly 
speaking site has bad very 
little fiom the gos.sip-mills, 
in fact vbi s one of those 
gentle adjustable itarn, 
and wbats wrong li she 
really likes Rawlmmar, the 
up-and coming Malay alam 
actor’ 


PIOUSJI 
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^ JIO eiM, Flounder! Wbo eiw! Bledtsmtth 
Muscn. FrancMua monk SUnisiauk Fmecner 
itegge, ncu mitn Feroer, and Aooot Jescnke. 
it nunng tUe iiteume ot uu anoew Marga- 
reie i ym one and uie outer and suooaanveiy 
this one and tnat one — her fatner, her tuu^n boy, her 
oppoiteuu and vicutns •>- wby would it not be oonoeiv- 
aoie cnat far adray fron her but wisbing to help her.by 
inaKing pepper cheaper. 1 opened up the aea route to 
ittoia to i'ortuguese caravels ? Consider that the Sao 
Kataei dropped anchor off Calicut on March 'ja, 14118, at 
wiiich time Kristin Ruscb, an inhabiunt of the Wicker 
Bastion, was pregnant with Fat Gret 

At lirst 1 merely toyed with this question along with 
my usual worries (llsebitl), but then, when I'd started on 
my trip, it became an obsession. Possibly it was fear of 
the foreign surroundings that made me look for a role. 
(How was 1 to exist in Calcutta without one ?) Or cursory 
readings in Hinduism beguiled me into extending my 
Eastern European rebirths to the Indian subcontinent; 
but I didn't wont to have been Lord Cunon or Kipling. 
I ftnaily said to mysetf: the abbess Margarete Ruscb 
must have had some reason for marrying her eider 
daughter. Hedwig, to a Portuguese merchant, whose in 
tention of opening a trading post on the Malabar Coast 
in southern' Indig was explicitly mentioned in the mar¬ 
riage contract, ft was decided that with the viceroy’s per¬ 


mission the couple would tifce up residence at Godi&i. 
and fiom there, as stipnUted in the marriage omitract, 
ship suitable amounts of pepper twice n year, tm the 
feasts df Saint Martin and Simt JiAa. The rule teting 
from the days of Vaaoo and oi A^oiuo d’Albuqnerque 
that pridtibited the entry of Christian women seems to 
have been relaxed, and the family atrudc root 

They settled in Codiin, where fbo merchant Rodrigues 
d’Evora and his wife, Hedwig, soon made a fortune in 
the spice trade—pepper, dove& ginger, and cardamom— 
but the climate was too much for them. Along with four 
of their five dtiMren, they died before Margarete Rusdi, 
who thanks to the riipuiated mice shipments, was able 
to give Indian spices currency m Danzig and environs: 
tripe with ginger, millet cuny, gingerbread, here in 
pepper sauce, pepper with anything and everything. And 
because my travel schedule included a visit to the sea¬ 
port town of Cochin in the Indian state of Kerala, 1 
decided to’ travel unoflidally as Vaaoo da Gams. While 
still at the Frankfurt airport, though with my seat belt 
already fastened, I wrote in my sketchbook: Vasco 
returns. 

He airives in a jumbo jet Actually all be wants to 
do is visit the black Kali and see her stick out her red 
tongue. Vasco has read all the statistics. Vasco knows 
what the president of the World Bank thinks about CUil- 
cutta. Vasco is supposed to deliver a lecture. As a pre¬ 
caution he has already written it down, in long and 


GUNTER GRASS, the famous German novelist, comes to Calcutta possessed with a 
sense of history and sees himself as Vasco da Gama on a return visit. Even the 
Enterovioform he carries does not save him from diarrhoea. This extract is from 
"The Flounder", published in England by Martin Seeker and Warburg Ltd of London 
and distributed in India by Radhakrishna Prakashan (Price Rs35) 







short sentences. "By a rough estimate ” mvs his specth 
Well fed, Vasco suffers under the problem of World 
hunger After many rebirths, Vasco is now a writer H< 
js writing a book in whidi he exists down through tht 
ages the Stone Age, the Early Christian, High Gothic 
Reformation and Baroque eras, the age of the Enlighten 
ment, et cetera 

Immediately after the takeoff he quotes himself 
Somebody ought to write a report on hunger down 
through the ages comparing past, present and future 
hunger The famine of 1317 when there was nothing to 
cat but manna grits The meat shortage of 1520, when 
dumplings of many kinds were invented Hunger in 
Prussia before the introduction of the potato, and hunger 
in Bangladesh The gestures and languages of hunger 
aie m need of studs Behasnour patterns induced by the 
anticipation of hunger Evocation of past lammes th*- 
lutabjga winter of 1917, the soggy corn biead of 49 
VS hat it really rroans to be starving We nc*ed a cata 
logue of hunger quotations, says Vasro to himself toy 
mg lisMi ssly with leliigciated and then tori ♦asteless 
Air India pafe 

I he goddess Kali is looked upon as thi female aspect 
(■I the god Shiva Hei power deslross When in the mood 
'hi dimoll he mans precar.ous stiuctiiu* VVt aic liv 
inp 'n her iia fVasco thinks in passing c'f his wife, 
llsebi'l wl'o likes tu smash giass<>s and is a gnat hand 
It wiiliing ) 

I MU btloie the fuelling stop at Kuwait his eye 
ilasse gc I broki n But he is not unprovided foi Because 
)< thi humidity in falrutta Vasco has bought cotton 
oui, " sliirts and soiks in a tropicalouttifting ston 
n Hanibuig Vasci is supplied with Fnteiovioforni 
/asco hd' had cholera and yellow fevei shots Vasro 
las tliiuf swallowed coloured antityphoid capsules 
III an empty stomach Vasco i. ranying five pounds ol 
tati ties in his luggige Vasco is the guest of the Indian 
oceinment This is known on board ih<* jumbo jet 
/a-ao IS really someone else and is known under a diffe 
ent name 

Ilf ought to have spoken to his wool gathering audi 
iia' in Delhi about Kali and how she slicks out her icd 


longue instead of dtmg roughly estimated figures re* 
plete with /eios. standing for protein deflaenar. 
CM ess population, and mortabty rates abstract quantities 
woi shipped only in footnotes, whereas the unfathomable 
Kali can be understood everywhere, but espeaaUy In 
f alcutta, on the Hooghly River She who is hung mth 
garlands of skulls and chopped off hands She the playful, 
commanding, terrible, Dravidian Kali. (She can also be 
called Durga, Parvati, Uma Sati, or Padma.) 

Still aboard the fumbo jet (without sleepl, Vasoo 
tries to construct a kinship between the neohthic goddess 
Awa, remarkable for her three breasts, and Kah, the four¬ 
armed strangler He think’ up an uprising. Oppressed by 
matiiarchy, the men in rhe swamplands of the Vistula 
estuaiv band together In a frenzy oi procreative activity 
(advised b> the Flounder'. they try to introduce the 
partriurrhate Bu( Awa win^ out and has a hundred and 
eleven men eniaseulated with stone axes From then on 
she wears their dried penises strung on a chain around 
her vast pelvis, just as the Indian Kali decks herself out 
with chopped off bands and skulls 

lire irionicnl he gets there Vasco starts writing post 
cards "Dear Ilsebill everything heic is stiange ” 

I Inn wishing to gain a visual impiession of the strange 
coii itrv he has his glasses made whole 

OUKILLK ninety eight Vasco knows that he 
lied tu himself then just as he deceives him 
sell now. Men are atwajs rubbing up then 
aims to a high polish Foi the glory oi God 
In save endangcicd humanity When what 
arluallv impelled him to find a sea loule to India, the 
land ot spices was umtical ambituiu It was othei people 
the ‘ pc ppc I sacksot shopkeepets who made the big 
money 

At an evening reception (lu his honour), some ladies 
who have studied m England quc'sUou Vasco about tbc 
aims and motives of the wonuns bbeiation movement 
Vasco tells them about a womens tribunal that is being 
held itt Betlin but making headlines fai beyond its con 
hnes A captured floundcI hi tells them is symboliraily 
on tiial the Flouildii embodies the piiiinpli of male 












In 1928 we had a confrontation, 
but we learnt that it did not pay. 
Since then, we have settled 
our differences by discussions 
and in the spirit of give-and-take. 
The success of this has been 
the prosperity of the people who 
make up Tata Steel. And now, 
we complete 50 years of 
harmonious co-existence. 



domiution; he it being tried in a bullctproaf tank. Then 
Vasco suggests to the ladies that the liberation of Indian 
women be placed under the high patronage of the god¬ 
dess Kali. (Mightn't Nehru’s daughter, Indira, be an 
embodiment of her terrible aspect?) While pine nuts are 
being nibbled, his suggestion arouses interest, although 
the iadies, daughters of prominent Brahman families, 
prefer Durga, tiie mild aspect of the goddess; Kali, it 
seems, is more popular with the lower castes. 

The next day Vasco doesn’t feel like going to the 
museum; he wants to visit a slum. The slum dwellers 
look at him in amazement. He is intimidated by the 
dbeerfulness of these poverty-stridcen people and their 
unconquerable charm. The giggling of the ragged young 
girls who, because they have hips, show their hips. True, 
they beg with their bands and eyes, but Oiey don’t com- 
piam. (They’re not starving, after all, lust chronically 
undernourished.) It all looks so natural. As though that 
were how it had to be forever and ever. As though the 
growth of bigger and bigger slums was an organic pro¬ 
cess that shouldn’t be disturbed, but at the most cured of 
its worst abuses. 

Vasco (the discoverer) asks questions about work, 
wages, number of diildren, school attendance, family 
planning, intestinal flora, latrines. The answers confirm 
the statistics in his possession, no more. Then he is 
obliged to visit a large fortress (dating from his Mogul 
days) in which some units of the Indian army are now 
quartered. Looking down from the battlements at mid¬ 
day. Vasco tries to engrave a picture on his mind: five 
hundred ragged bodies lying in a flat field (whose grass 
covering has been eaten away bv cows), looking as dead 
B« if English machine guns, firing from the fort’s em¬ 
brasures. had mowed them down. Each bundle lies by it 
self. Dustv units. Corpses eager to rot Their death-sleef) 
warmed by the sun. Extras out of a colonial film, waiting 
for the next pan. A pity Vasco has left his SS-mm 
camera a* the hotel. He makes a note of the word: death- 
sleepers. And I. he says, am supposed to have discovered 
this? In vam Vasco forbids himself to find these sleeping 
corpses, arranged by chance or some other law. beautiful 
If he were tired and lay down among them be would look 
awkwardly out of place. 

The chairman of the planning commission fills out a 
Nehru suit sMaka past Vasco deep Into the distance; We 
have, u you Know, three thousand years of history tehind 
us. We did not come into ejasteo;.e when that Portuguese 
discovered us by the sea route. 

Vasco appears to be listening attentively while be 
tries in vain to recall the details of the 143tt landing at 
Calicut (We sent a convict ashore to see what would 
happen.) The chairman of the planning commission ex¬ 
plains that despite its inBniteiy various faces India is 
nevertheless one. No outsider can fully know us. Calcutta, 
he says, is indeed a problem, but there are manv artisu 
living in this fasdnaung dty. And Bengali poetry... 

IT the airport a wreath of flowers i.s throvm 
over Vasco’s head. Flags everywhere (not on 
Us account). The worldchampionship table- 
tennis matches, now being held in Calcutta, 
—lare viewed as a political event. The Inter¬ 
national Table Tennis Assodation has excluded South 
Africa and Israel, but the Palestinians have been invited. 
Only Holland protests. The Brazilian contestants lack a 
few inoculations and are quarantined. It has taken onlv 
four weeks to build the modern table-tennis stadium. The 
dty government of Calcutta with its three thousand slum 
districts, here called bustees, is proud of the adiieve- 
nent. Because of the table tennis tournament all the 
hotels are full, so Vasco it housed in tie great apart¬ 
ments of the former viceroy's palace, since independence 
the residence of the provincial governor. Vasco’s room 
is twenty feet high: the bed, under its canopy of mos¬ 
quitonetting. is in the middle. Two ventilators and three 
electric fans keep the air in motion. On the writing desk, 
two InkiveUs from Queen Victoria’s day. Vasn Jots down 
notes about the farm cook Amanda Woyke. Her corres¬ 
pondence with Count Rumford. Both wanted to combat 
world hunger with giant kitchens, she with her West 
Prussian potato soup, he with his Rumford loup for the 
poor. Vasco writes; But the Kashubians couldn’t get 
used to potatoes .lust as esmoUna is repellent to the rice- 


eating Bengalis, even when they are starving. So the 
Kashubians continued for a long time to eat too little 
millet, until at last they consented to fill up on potatoes. 

The governor's palace is known as Raj Bhavan. On 
every side, quietly moving servants in slitted red coats 
under white turbans. They fold their hands when tbey 
greet Vasco. The soldiers in the corridors salute. The 
cook has been in the house for thirty-six years. He has 
cooked for Englishmen and their guests. At table tour 
servants wait on Vasco. The aged cook calb his cooking 
European. At breakfast (bam and eggs), Vasco is oerveo 
the newspaper with the latest word of the table-teaais 
matches.. Through an aide the governor requests the 
honour of Vasco’s company at luncheon. Vasco dreads 
the meal with the governor. (Good God! What am 1 
doing here!) He wants to go home to his Ilsebil). 

But Calcutta, this crumbling, scabby, swarming dty, 
this dty that eats its own excrement, has dedded to be 
cheerful It wants its misery—and misery can be photo¬ 
graphed wherever you go—to he terrifyingly beautiful: 
the decay plastered with advertising posters, the cracked 
pavement, the beads of sweat adding up to nine million 
souls. People pour out of rail road stations which, like 
Vasco onb yesterday, have daily diarrhoea: white-shirted 
maggots in a shitpile with Victorian Exct*c8cences, a shit- 
pile that dreams up new curlicue.s every minute. And on 
top of everything betel reddened spittle. 

On foot across the Hooghly Bridge and back. On the 
left side Junk for sale: worn-out shoes, coconut film, 
school slates, faded shirts, primitive tools, kitsch from 
Hong Kong, native kitsch. The right-hand sidewaUt is 
bordered by groups of peasants from the surrounding 
villages selling purple onions, yellow, sand-gray, or 
bright-red lentils, ginger root, sugar cane, molanet ms- 
sed into cakes, unhusked rice, coarse-ground wheat, 
chapatty, The bridge, which has no central support, vib¬ 
rates under the two-way traffic of bare feet, trucks, ridt* 
shaws and oxcarts. Suadenly in the midst of the crowd 
Vasco is overcome with joy. Ho too, wants to chew betel 
But when he looks down from eithci« bridgehead, there 
is nothing but misery: he is aghast "at the sight of holl- 
(iwed-out women and old men with shrunken heads upon 
w!iom death has set its mark. 

There are no separate slums, or bustees, in Calcutta. 
The whole city is one bustee, or slum, and neither the 
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middle nor the upper classes can segregate themwlvei 
from It High school girls with their nooks can be seen 
* plodding down the street among bundles of rags the 
same age as themselves, forming islands in the traffic 
then merging again with the great flowing mass t^er 
e\ei the traffic leaves a fret space, there are people liv 
ing III the roadway Side by side with paiks and lundown 
ttiaiisions one sees villagelike groups ot cardboaid and 
sheet metal shacks People flushed into the city by thi 
last famine (just a year ago) those whom tht bustees 
have expelled or found no room for stay on in such 
places Ihey tome from Bihai, thev ait stiaugerj among 
the Beugahs At night tht‘y squat aiouud hies outside the 
shueks and cook what they ve been able to hnd i^ the 
gdibagt Ibe collecting instinct is all they have left 'Jbe 
toes aie fed with txiw dung oi cakes ol stiaw and coal 
dust Here the Slone Age is staging a comeback and has 
ilieady made deep inroads Ihc buses look hke an 

II (haeulogist s dieam Vasco takes it luge lu the gover 
not s palace The palace guard knows him tv now 

Oil the programme lea with a him m ike > who i fly 
iiig to Chicago tomorrow to show Ameiic in students hio 
< ilcuttd him Smihngiy we coiivirsc two sopkisticated 
pioducirs Vasco asks about the pu<-sibililv oi a ulm lu 
wliith a leboin Vaseo da Gama visits modeui India, feais 
the goddess Kail tomes to (airutla gels diairhoea and 
live in the goveinors palace Then he talks about the 
uoks ot his vaiious time phase s the neuliihie Awa the 
High Gothic lloiolhea, the ievolutionary Sophie and the 
(iKikiiig abbess Margaiete Busch for whose cookery a 
diiip III the pi ice of peppci was iniiKiilant He mentions 
'Ik i louiidei and his actisities since the Ncolithie era 
the tilm make I nod' ^cs he says a similai fish m a 
• iinil 1 tuiution has been known in India smoc the Dra 
Mill 111 peiiod and this fish wa> hostile on principle 
inoiigli me fteclually to Kali 

I Ik II the film niakti talk iboul the next film festi 
V il and 11 passing about the di ad Sodies m the stieets 
of ( ilciitti which arc culhcted lowaiei morning It has 
mIw IV iHin this Wo,Y In 1‘M'S when he was a eheld two 
million Hingdbs had staivid beeinse the Bi Ush army 
li id Used up all the nee slocks m the war dgdin’'t Japan 
Hid 1 him been made about if No uofortunately not 
) III I an t him staivition 

Wheievei lu goes in ( iiciiita at the film makers, 
with Mothu Ihcicses nuns it the loveiiois luiiehcun 

III III konoui cMiyone w iiits to know what his next 
book IS about -as if that exiuld mtwt any dificrence to 
India 

Kven on his visit lu a bn tee the plannei from the 
l)( nirlincnl ul I eonuniie Planning isks him lileiaiy 
(iiicstions \ isco explain liimsc li in detail Tbc book 
dc ds with the history of hunian nuliitioii It all happe-us 
ill the region ot the \istula esluaiv though aetuatly it 
might lust as well take place at the mouth of the Ganges 
III hill on the banks ui the Houghly Hiver Ihc goddess 
in Ins book is called Awa Unfortunatily he knows much 
too little about the Diavidian Kali 
I Ihtii Vasco takes leluge in statistieal qui stio isan 1 
lets answcis h< could have tound in siatstiial tables 
Ihc If aie three thousand bustees in e ale utta We prefei 
no to call them scims 1 he population oi the bustce s 
lauges from five bundled to seventy hve thou tnd That 
iclds up to thiee million bustee dwillii An avciai* 
of eight to ten people to i rcMirn Ifii to twelve huts 
form an open squaie aioiind ,1 couit lx leiiunt and 
kite hen waste flow down the iniin -.ticitsin c pen gutters 
In this particular bustee the sehooli uiiii holds sonic 
fortyhve children A socnl woikci is m har/c of it Ihe 
same cheerfulness so proud to have i school Visco tn* 
to imprint the stench on hi mimoiy llallntttks oi 
misery the usual iniustin ixlnitionatt rents arc paid 
to but owners who also live in the bustee 1 veivbody 
shits where he can and must Tiue enough Vasco 
writes but c»mpared to Frankfurt am Miin 'he pe^opl* 
here are alive Later on he wants to eru&> out thi 
senten'£e 

The buitee dwellers come from the counti>stde‘ lo 
clean up Calcutta, Mys the planner sou d first have tr 
gFlean up the viUagei So Vasco goes to the villages 
mud huts under coexinut palms He sees the rounl 
itorehouica, mounted on treaties to keep out the rats 
but empty A amlling peasant woman with a cluster of 


seven childien sends her eldest boy up a palm tree 
\ ISCO dunks the coconut milk and remembers There’s 
not e nough water in the fields for the young noe plants 
Ihe roidsidt canal has been drained it’s supposed to 
he dr'dped no one knows when The peasants are deeply 
III debt mostly foi then daughteis’ weddings They pay 
foilv (HI ctni inteicst t iitonehables are not allowed 
to help with the harvest Mon and women bathe in a 
iiiinibti of pool where list month's lain water is fast 
eviipoiuting All bithi in Ihcii clothes cMuhammedan 
piiiitimsm followed hy lii'onan ppntanism) All the 
childien have woini Vi >o agrees a beautiful village 
He hlc the e'cuoiiiii f ili the banani tit'os the mud 
hilly the woiiiiv (bill ltd the smiling women But 
the vilhgc IS 'tcK in i' ve,iv to Ik coming a Calcutta 
(him md (/• Ic 1 i lu an leading in the table 
1(110 mi'clics I Ik i huilt tibic tennis stadium is 
ilinost (niptv siiiee t'» •iiktts aic piind too high even 
ioi Hk niuldli clas 
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A fter his four servants have brought him 
the morning paper and served his break¬ 
fast (poached eggs), Vasco visits the former 
premier of the West Bengal People’s Front 

-government. He 6nds himself facing an eldeily 

genttoman, bolt upright in a white cotton garment stirred 
by the draft. No, he doesn’t belong to the Moscow- 
inspired party, he's a Marxist Communist. Without bit¬ 
terness he names defeats. Vasco learns how the Naxalites 
hai'e split off and regrouped as a revolutionary move¬ 
ment. So many intelligent young people, says the Marxist 
with regret, and adds ironically : Of good tamilv. When 
they found they weren't getting anywhere—because all 
the stories about "liberated territories’’ were (Chinese 
propaganda—the Naxalites started murdering their former 
comrades, some four hundred Marxists No says the old 
man. Maoism cannot be transplanted to India Basically 
Naxalite radicalism is just another gestiin* of bourgeois 
impotence. 

In this country, Vasco hears himself say. I’d be a radi¬ 
cal myself. He decides (.so many charactfs swarming 
inside him) to invent foi his book a conveisalion between 
l,ena Stubbe, cook at the Danzig Ohra soup kitdien and 
Comrade August Bebel, who happens to bo on lus way 
through (1895), in which they take up the question of 
whether woi king class women should emulate "bourgeois’' 
rookery, or whether they require a proletarian cook book. 

The melancholy (Brahman) Marxist sits In a bare 
loom and flexes his knees. From time to time a laconic 
telephone lonveisation. On the walls, side by side with 
three wooden wild ducks that pass as oniaiiients. a small 
oirtiire of Lenin. Only last week there were two attadrs 
on (ximrades. In front oi the house is paikcd a black 
iiuto nobite, surrounded by the Marxist’s bodyguards. 

Next Vasco visits poets. They read one another (m 
Knglish) poems about flowers, monsoon ilouds, and the 
elephant-headed god. Ganesha An English lady (in a 
sail) lisps impressions of her travel in India. Some 
forty people in elegant spacious garmen's sit spiritually 
on fibre mats under a draft-propelled fan , outside the 
windows, the bustees are not far away. 

Vasco admires the fine editions of books, the literary 
chitchat, the imported pop posters, lake everyone else 
he nibbles pine nuts and doesn’t know whicli of the lady 
poets he would like to fuck if the opportunity presented 
itself. Why not a poem about a pile of shit that God 
dropped and named Calcutta. Ilow it swarms, stinks, 
bves, and gets bigger and biggei. L God had shat a pile 
of concrete, the result would have been Fraiiklurt. Cal¬ 
cutta airport is called Dum-Dum. The formerly British 
manitions factory there is still producing. Christian 
hypocrites used to say that the enormous holes made by 
the truncated, expanding Dum-Dum builds spaicd the 
victims the usual tortures tof belly wounds, for instance) 
The surviving Naxalites are imprisoned m Dum-Dum 
Pri-son. Hope has no place in a poem about Calcutta. 
Write with pus. Rip off scabs... 

A nun from Watten.scheid. belonging to the Oidi‘i 
of Mother Theresa, takes Vasco to a lepers’ busici A 
child IS lying there, half dead. With hci while hand, the 
nun shoos the flies away the halt-dead child Vultures 
are percHied on the tile roofs of the slinking slaughtei 
house across the way. All you can do is walk through 
step across, look away. 

Vasco no longer knows wheie he is ot has been 
Now in a day nursery—so atfectionate the>i I wo year olds 
Now in a school, where the children sing somethinp 
t.atholic with closed eyes. Now in a foundling home 
a childless Brahman couple adopt the newbe n son of an 
untouchable mother Vasco wishes them well Now 
milk IS being distiibuted outside a dispemsarv—all so 
inadequate. A lesolute nun keeps the crowd m oirtei 
Sister Ananda tells me what Mother Theresa .says .iboui 
the problems of Calcutta "Maybe we're only a diop of 
water in the ocean,” she says, “but the ocean v/ouldn’t be 
full without us ” 

No. don’t look. Step across Stop your eats with lead 
Practise glassy-eyed indifference Leave pitv m von 
suitcase with you shirts and socks, oi stick a jaiik note 
m your guidebook at the place where it says "Gakutla ” 
Or look. Stop Listen Feel moved and asham-d. Show 
vour red tongue, because pity is small change and quicHv 
dispensed. 


Now in Kalighat, where the ragged bundtes that 
are picked up off the street at niglit are (for onoe) given 
ample helpings of rice at Mother Theresa's home for the 
dvmg Next dewr (at last) the temple of the goddess 
Kali. A priest explains and Vasco pays him five rupees. 
In the sacrifidal area blood covered writh files recalls the 
goats that were sacrificed this morning. Young women 
scratch little good-luck symbols in the blood ^nebed 
clay. Close by there’s a tree lor mothers who wi^ for 
children, lots of children, another child, more children, 
more and more children, a child (or two or three) year 
in. veai out. The mothers hang wishing stones on the 
tiee The tree is full oi wishing stones, all signifying 
cliildien, more children. Wherever Vasc» looks, flowery 
madness and Catholic typ«' Hindu kitsch. The black 
Kali is Hidden behind the crush of the faithful. 

Vasco stands to one side. He wants to know why 
she sticks out her red tongue. The priest explains that 
after Kali had kiUed all the demons (and other oounter- 
revoliitionaries) she couln't stop killing and only came 
to het semses after setting her foot on the clwst of her 
lecumbent male aspect, Shiva. Then Kali was ashamed, 
and foi shame she stuck out her tongue Sticking out 
the tongue has been regarded as a sign of being ashamed 
evei since. Nowhere has Vasco seen a minister, gover- 
noi, Biahm.'tn or lisping poet stick out his tongue. He 
has seen the pate tongues ot cows grazing gently in 
gaibagc lie has seen how undernourishment turns 
c hildren blond. He has seen mothers dipping tbeir whin¬ 
ing babies' pacifiers in bracki.sh sugar water. He has 
seen flic's on everything under the sua He has seen life 
lift ore death 

Vasco takes refuge in the newspaper. Side by side 
with a story about the strike of the food truckers he 
leads the latest about the tabletenms matdies. The 
iiu'inbeis of the Swedish team have the runs. After a 
stioit stroll around town they flee back to their hotel in 
hoiroi Now they talk of leaving ahead of time. And 
Vasco wiites his Ilsebill, now in her third month of 
piegiiaucy, horrified half sentences on a postcard show¬ 
ing a glossy picture ot the black Kali: "This place 
etches understanding. Reason won’t get you anywhere. 

I he lefM’is are worse* than I thought. I’ve met a nun 
wild bc‘lieves with all her might and is always cheerfuL 
The heat is something Leaving tomorrow. Flying to 
the Malabai coast, where Vasco da Gama landed ..." 

Send a postcaid with regaids from Calcutta. See 
..alcutta and go on living. Meet your Damascus in Cal- 
lult.i A* alive as Calcutta, (^hop off your ccKk in 
(.dicutta (in the temple of ICili, where young goats ere 
sariihced and a tiee is hung with wishing stones that cry 
out (oi children, more and mure children). In (Calcutta, 
ericofhiied in mosquito netting, dicam oi Calcutta. Get 
lust m ( aUuttd On an uninhabited island write a book 
about (dkutta. At a party call Calcutta an example 
(of something) Rethink the Frankfurt/Manneheim area 
as Calcutta Misbehaved childien, women like Ilsebill 
who .tee nevei satisfied and men who live for schedutes 
-cuise them, wish them all in Calcutta, l^commend 
( ilcutt,i ti a young couple as a good place to vLsit on 
thc'ir honey mcM»n. Write <• poem called “Calcutta" and 
stop taking planes to fai-off placvs Get a composer to 
set all the piojects fni cleaning up Calcutta to music 
.iiiil half the resulting oiatono (sung by a Bach society) 
om n 111 ('alcutta. Dewelop a new dialectic from Calcutta’s 
'unti.idictions Iransfci the UN to Calcutta. 

When Vasco da (,ama, haidly able, to remember his 
fust landing leturned reborn to Calcutta he decided to 
h vel the city with ten Ihomsaiid bulldozers and rebuild 
It by loiiiputer Thereupon the computer vomited up 
thiee thousand sixteen story bustees another vast slum 
only cieep fiozen and mucli lonelier beyond hope of 
disastei and lotallv isolated, since all noise had been 
.(hsoihed. And then Calcutta died, though the living 
'■iandaid had be<*n raised just above the destitution leveL 
V< IV little was lacking only the things that matter. 
I’lople who multiply, as a form of self assertion. All 
ttie same says Vasco to himself infant mortality has 
(lioiips-d Or perhaps if all the existing statistical diarts 
and tables were pulped a new study could be financed on 
the proieeds. I.et’s not waste another word on Calcutta. 
l>eh te Calnitta from all guidebooks. In Calcutta, Vasco 
gained four and a half pounds. ■ 

<1 ‘ n 41 ipliH Dy Afun bAOduiy 
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Baghmlng M ovt nb f 4 

This week the Sun and Uranus are in Libra, Neptune and Venus are in Scorpio, Kethu is In Aquarius and Mars Is 
in Cancer Jupiter and Rahu are conjoined In Leo and Saturn alone Is In Virgo The Moon will be moving through 
Taonis and Gemini from Aries 



AMES (March 21 — 
Apifl 20) A week of 
mixed fortunes is in 
store tor you You are 
advised not to depend 
on others, learn to be self-reliant 
A lot of obstacles will be olaced In 
your path Your words will not 
carry much weight The second 
part of the week is more favourable 
for your ventures It would be wise 
to postpone Important matters 
Financially, this will be a bad week 
Good dotss: 4, 5 and 7 Lucky num¬ 
bers: 4 and 7 FavouraMe cHreciion: 
South-east. 

TAURUS (April 21 — 

,v / May 22) Do not hesi- 
/ ^ tate to ask your friends 
for help The prob¬ 
lems which you are 
facing now cannot be solved r'lth- 
out me help of influential people 
For businesainlin, this wilt oe a busy 
week New contracts and business 
deals are in the offing Women and 
children will have an enjoyable 
time Letters are not llkety to brln^ 
good news Good dales: 6,8 and 
S Lucky numbers. 2 and 7 Fav¬ 
ourable direction. South-east 

GEMINI (Martm 23 — 
June 21) Be on your 
guard throughout this 
week Do everything 
very carefully othc r 
wise you may have good reasons to 
repent in the near future Business¬ 
men are advised to pay great 
attention to minute details Differ¬ 
ences with business partners must 
be solved amicably Avoid harsh 
words in your own Interests You 
may have to undertake a short 
journey Got>d dates- 6 6 and 9 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7 Favour¬ 
able dlraction: North-west 

CANCER (June 22 — 
July 22) An exciting 
week of fun and plea 
aura Is In store for you 
Soon everything should 
begin to proceed smoothly. Due 
to your forgetful nature you may 
lose a valuable object Make a 
valiant effort to win over your 
anemlea. A good week for apecula- 
tlon, gambling and belling For 
romantic venturea, this is an Ideal 
jiertod Stop arorrylng about debts 
Good dates: 5, 8, 8 and IO Luciqr 
numbera: 1 and 10 
Mraollon: Soum 


LEO (July 23 — Auousl 






22) An unlucky week is 
A/t forecast for you New 
«f\ ' developments will need 

' ** all your time and atten¬ 
tion Let your own intuition and 
hunches be your guide Time is rwt 
yet npe foi you to achieve success 
Avoid making nasty decisions. 
Financially, this will be a trying 
period Domestic aftalrs too, coqld 
pose a problem Talk less and 
avoid alt controversies Good dates: 
6 7 9 and 10 Lucky tuimbers: 4 
and 8. Favourable directione; North 
and Soum 
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VIRGO (August 23 — 

^ September 22) A mis¬ 
understanding wtm 
business associates 
could prove very ex 
-pensive In the long run Try your 
level best to reach an understand- 
ing at me earliest You will need 
the help of your close friends You 
may inherit some property Business¬ 
men will enter Into new contracts 
Avoid doubtful love adventures A 
bad week for gambling Good 

dates: 6 9 and to Lucky number. 

1 Favourable direction North 

7 % LIBRA (Soptombar 23 

0 , ; — October 22) This is 

going to bo a thrilling 
, 1 ...^ , week full of adven 

tures Your achieve¬ 
ment curve Is likely to soar up 
Letters will bring good nows For 
sportsmen this period should prov" 
very lucky Businessmen will have 
a roaring time The domestic scene 
wilt be a source of joy and happi¬ 
ness Take the advice of year elders 
before launching a new venture 
Good datae: 5 7, 8 and 8 Luedey 
nuntoora: 5 and 9 Fovourabio 
diracllon: North 

SCORPIO (Octobar 23 
— Novambar 21) Go 

ahead with your 

schemes and plans 

The s*ars favour you as 
never b^ore A lot of good things 
will materialise this week Most of 
your problems arc likely to come 
to an end Lven your enemies will, 
come forwaid to help you Take 
advantage of the prevailing trend 
to fulfil all youi ambitions You 
rr ay inherit some properly Good 
datoa: 5 6 9 and 10 Lucky num¬ 
bera: 2 and 6 FavouraMa direction: 
South-weaf 
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1^ m SAGITTARIUS 
J, bar 22 — Docombor 22) 

Curb erratic tendencies 
k lA™ Professional, domestic 
and social activities 
should prove very satisfying mis 
week You must make full use of the 
favourable stellar inlluencbs llie 
achlevamenta of your children will 
bring happiness Do not be afraid to 
seek favours from those in authoilty 
Check extravagance and keep your 
temper under control Good doloa: 4, 

5 and 7 Lucky numbera: 4 and 6 
Fovouiuble dlracUona: South and 
West 

,< CAPRICORN (Oecombw 
M { 23 -- Jpnuory 20) Deal 

tactfully with those In 
' authdrlty and show pro 
' * par respect towards 

women and elders Your affaire 
will progress and you may gain un¬ 
expected benefits Guard agalnat de¬ 
ception and treachery Refrain from 
hasty decisions as they may prove , 
very expensive Look after youi 
health Do not be afraid to seek 
favours.Good deiee: 5, 6. 8 end 10 
Lucky numbera; 1 and 3 Favourable 
direction: East 

-t> AQUARIUS (January 21 
— Fabruary 10) You will 
j bo praised by your 
friends and relatves 
' This promises to be a 

good week for love and mbtrlmonlal 
affairs Your family hoa no worries 
Avoid making hasty decisions and 
vocational changes at this junctuie 
Take cate of your heatm You will 
be able to overcome all your prob¬ 
lems Domestic alfairs could pose a 
problem Good dates; 4, 5 and 10 
Lucky numbers: 2 and 7 Favour- 
aWa diractlona: North-east abd 
Soum 

PISCES (Fabruary 20 — 
V March 20) Do not ba 
afraid to adopt original 
f business methods to 

maximise profits Luck 
will smile on you this week Mem 
bars of the opposite sex will help 
you in unerpected ways Exercise 
caution In love affairs You need a 
long rest to regain physical and 
manta' vitality Good dolea: 4 8, 9 
and 10 LuGSy numbera; S and 6 
Favourable diracitot fc South 


M. B. RAMAN 
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don’t pay! 

Ptovii i( to yourself at our (xpense 

A yood physique is of vital 
mipoitanre in today s (ompatitive 
world It gives you a paisonality - 
enhances your rt nfidenio 

Here s something tint really 
woiks -the Hullwurkert It s 
gurtianiced to irriprove your 
physique four tirttes (istei than 
other lonvuntionti methods 
Without stress and strain ti o 

A ^*¥ itl Vou have nothinri to lo>e 
l' end everything to gam II there s 
no differente in 14 days 
V don t pay 
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Are you a little ashamed q£ 
your toilet? 


Vow nowdn't bw. Q*t Sonifrosh, tbo 
hard*workln 0 lavatory claansar. 

Uaa It ragularly ovary day. 
Eaay-tO'Uaa Sanifraah worka 3 waya: 

1 ) flamovaa ugly stains, ksaps your 
tollst sparkling claan. 

2 ) ftamovas dangsrous garms. 
safoguards your family's kaaltli. 

3 ) Ramovas unplaasant odours, 
f^shans tha air. 

A dirty toilet is a breeding 
ground for germs, a source 
of infection. A health 
hazard for you and your 
family. 



It doss all your dirty work to kasp 
your tollst olsan. 


-FOR MODERN AIDS 
I TO PETTER LIVINQ 
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Muiicti tvi«t tor brouktasl. < riincli tv»o for lunch. 
Nt}>lHcap Mith (HO inoic. Mant>lmrain Wafers, 
i he taste IS so piod m>u can't stop nith one! 

ill Miii'ito ll.nouis 

• l*in«.ip|itt • K.isplH*rr> * MiIhko * I iniiin 
« ( 4ilU«' * ( hot«»)»!« * OrAnpi * lloiiri 


mangharam & sons 

Ban(*atore 

M^kvis <>l ih« (iiu'sl bisiuils. wafers & cookies 




A\angharam wafers. I he taste that scxiacls ^cx)d. 
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chess 


lUdulev (btaek) 



Gam* of Iha month - thundorbolt 

rh« vaiuo of opening ttMory is much ovar- 
Mlimalad but every so often someone 
comes up wrtb a theoretical innovation 
which effectively daciOes the game on the 
spot It IS the iisk one takes when ploying 
theoretical Unas that the opponent may 
hoM toufKt tn hie home onalveis samethmo 
the books overlook but sucth mstarwes are 
relatively rare The clanger ht no greater thaii 
that of crossing the road Todays gams, 
however n an evample of a grandmaster 
being run over Black Is happily following a 
line regarded hy theory as perfectly satlsfoo 
lory when he Is suddenly hit by a thunder 
bult which the bcxika hed hitherto tailed to 
mention Bad luck 
White L Portisrh (Hungary) Blacdc 
I Radulov (Bulgaria) 
niympidcf Buenos Aires 1078 
Oueen s Gambit Otalan System 

I M—KBS. P—OM. 2. P-KNS. P Q BS; « 

B—N2. N—OB3, 4 P—04, N—B3; S. 0—0, 

P—K3, 6 P—84. Pa BP, 7. O—lU The 
players have reached by transposition of 
moves one of the mam lines of the Catalan 
system which is in tact a Grunfald daferKss 
with rolours leversird 

/ 8—02; a OsBP, PsP, B. NaP, I 

R—B1, 10 N-OB3. MiN, The recom 
mended improvement on 10 O—R4 11 

R 01 B -K2 11) N--M.1 which lad to 
White s advantage in game 17 of the first 
Korr-nnoi Karpov match (Moscow 1074) 

II OsN, B—84. 12 0-XR4, 8-03; IS. , 
R~01 O—N3. 14 BkB^ RaB, <DIAO- 
RAM) Black seems well placed It White 
defends his KBP ttien Black castles with an 
escellenl game but 

15 8—Rail Now IS BxPt 16 K~N2 
0-0 would lose to 17 BxPI KxB. 18 
0-N5* K R1 10 QxN+ K-N1. 20 
OxB while 16 BxPt^ 16 K—N2 PxB 
also loses outright to 17 OxN 
15 PsB. 1«. OxN, 0—0; (Black's 
position is now a wrack! 

17 N—K4.'0—N6: ia. 0-K8, B-K2; It. 

P—OR3. 0-«a. 20. R—07. B—DM: Plan¬ 
ning 21 NxB R—B4 though he is still 
probably losing sftei 22 O—K4. PxN, 23 
R X ONP insist Portiach produces a neat, 
but stranga ftneiaa 

21. P—N3l?OaNP;22.NxBNowlharele 

no reply R—84 j 

22. . PsN; 23. OxP-t K—R1.24.011-^, 
0-B7, 25. O-BOt K—Ml; 25. R(1)—04, 

O—M3. 27 0—83, P—KR4, 2B. BaP The 
rest IS a mopping up operation 

25. . p—K4: 2 a. m—tau. h-oi: an. 

OsRP.OxO'SI BxO.P-B2:3a.RBQRP. 

R—07, 13. P—K3, R—at-f 26. K—Mt. 


R(7)—02; 36. R—BS RMtlgns. 

Postecrl;rt Lightning does strike twioal 
Barely a week after this game was played 
L)ubo|evic of Yugoslavia fell into the same 
opening trap against another Hungarian 
(RIbli) and lost even more quickly 


TIm Btscfc aquartt 

Furopean Junior Championship at 
Qroningen 19^-78 
White Van dar Bijt Black Taulbut 
PIrc Oafenoe 

1. P-K4. P—KN3, 2 P- 04 P—03. 3. 
N-OB3. 8-M2 4 P—84, N—KBS B. 
8-84. P- 84. a. P-K6, KN—02. 7. PxP. 
0—0, a. 8- K3 KP X P. a. 0—02. N—OB3. 
ia PxP. PxP, 11 0-0 -O. N—06 12 
N-B3. N—fO. 13. B~K2. N-04 14 BxN 
PxB. 15 NxP NxN IBOxN, O—N3. 17. 
0-K3 B—84 ia P—83 KB -Kl ML 
0-82. OR—B1 20 P-KN4 B—K6. 21. 
KB—N1 KR-01 White resigns 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


SUPPOSE that you are in f-uur Spades with 
the lollowlng cards 
A A 7 
• 10 8 
♦ O J 9 6 
A K 10 9 5 2 
N 

* 8lad WE 

S 


A Ka6537 

M A K 7 5 

4 A 4 

A 1 


With both hides vulnsiabts the tMiMinp 


hea bean 

SOUTH 

wcsr 

N01 TH 

EAST 


— 


1 4 

dble 

No 

2NT 

Nc 

3A 

No 

3NT 

No 

4A 

No 

No 

No 


South's bidding m debatable he might 
mm overcalted with One Spede inateecTot 
doubllm and he might have pa s sed 3NT, 
Woat aads hie partner s suit and dummy s 
Oueen of diamonds holds the nrat Inck 
Your Href Idoa. probably <a to ruff one ol 
yoUT heart loss's and hope to lose one 
•rump, one heart and n le club So perhaps 
you b^nwtth A A followed by A AKorKla 
heartruff Not eo good when the full hand is 
A A 7 
A 10 8 
4 O J 9 f> 

A K 1C 9 5 2 


A to 8 4 
A U J 6 3 

e 8 

A O 8 7 f. 4 


N 

W E 

5 


A O J 
A 9 4 2 
e k I0 7 6T2 
A A I 


A K 9 6 S .3 2 
A A K 7 6 

4 A 1 

A 3 


In dummy afwr Ihs heart ruff you attempt 
tu comp to hand witti 4 A West rufN arat 
leads a fourth heurl prunrollng a further 
lump bick lor his stde 
The 1ar.eightad ptav of a dub from 
dummy at trick two is an improvement East 
may win end gm his partrrei a diamond ruff 
but West coupe aver son arganf as itie 
F’ench rtsacHbe it Cuirimunli»lK>ra are 
iMiw fluKi West may try s sacorvl club but 
when ihs Ace appears declarer can ruff and 
play two rounds of trumps abandrming the 
heart rufl He loses one heart ttie other 
goes sway onihe King o' clubs The play >t 
a nub at hick two Is an example of the 
ScuSKirs coup 


TERENCE REESE 


I 

I 



The US Poet Office does not normally leeup 
aiamps In honour at tomoue Anthrioans 
until at least ten years after they howi died. 
There hove been exceptions Praeidenie 
Kennedy Elsenhower and Johnson were 
portray^ * on memuiM stampa lasued 
within a law months ot their deaths, reapeo- 
Itvely In 1963. 1989 and 1973 Recent 
Issues, observing the tarr-year co n ve nt ion, 
have honoured Senator RrHMrt Kennedy. Or 
Martin I uthai King and Jnfin Steinbeck, ell 
ot whom died In 1968 The Steinbeck stamp 
Is the first In a new serins which will portray 
llterar) celebrities IM design is from a 
photograph by Philippe Halsman 

C W HILL 


qui? 


QUESTIONS 

1 What 18 Acid FseclBm 7 

2 Who were the Black Hundreds 7 

3 What Is boogie-woogie 7 

4 What are doiinitory towns 7 

!t What IS ercleslology 7 

b Who Invented Lsperanlo 7 

7 Whjt is a Freudian slip 7 

H In computer science, y^at is a 
gate 7 

9 What IS an ton ongine 7 

'-jeJiaoj 9 

( 1 ) jeiiiuis oo'Aep uoisfndojd v 'g 

■jaindujoo 

n ut rueuieio itncjfo 3|i.eq egx B 

uoaeds 

;ri uoisGEejdxo pepuoiuiun u| Sumna 
J- uoGJOd e )o uonisod eA|8ua)ep 
am ui uMop>|efljq /jeiuauioui v I 
7881 UI loqueuiez einoi g 
uoinq'i egt qjiM paujeouoo 
A&(j|oem u«i}i.)jqQ )0 uvd teqx S 
SOUP to 8UMOI Su| 
i''o< 4 uhieu u| i|ioM buinuituoo s|iqM 
fiuisnoq iadueuo jo quees u| eiuoa 
CieiiOMp UMot ejeuM Agieooi y -y 
22Bf OUBid 10 UJJOJ V C 
UO|J 

•ntoAUH 6061 RM) -fAUB stueuoddo 
(Poiiiind esiiBjouiop o) B|8snu 
vG|i823 u! sjopeeiueOio 0j|M-)q6p 
Aq peAuiduje sBueS uijp-bucum z 
sSnjp oiiepeeusAsd 
ic een pneidcepiM eqx p lueujdoi 
e/op euiojtxu u(> siueseidoj qpiqM 
eoueio)/ ')i,se|3e )0 edAt y i 

8U1MSNV 
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You don't have to choose between 
an oily hair style... 



Now you can get today's "nooil" hair style and more... 

New Code 10 Ibnic Hair Dressing 

holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff. 



odav ' lov>k IS the naturot no oil 
1 >()k But ymt kfiiiw what thi. does 
Hvotiihtii the sf alp dries djndiuff 
follows This omhined with tfie lar !■ 

C ^ iKiufishmont r a \ lead to hair loss 
No-Otl" Style 

Now there s C ode 10 Tor ir Hair 
[ifessmp With Panthenf I at d cO 7 
f 11 tfie natural no oil lor^k 
Without the problems This is how 
Yoiii hair s’e\s m place with 
code 10 NitirjUv Thewas\cj 
wart t Without feeling st'i k\ ol, 
An I vrut si alp and hair get .iii 


the c-jte they need with Code 10 
It h ts nithenc I the proven hair 
vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood stream 
This gives vc ur ha i natural health 
and fu I body 
Anti-Dandruff Action 
Code 10 also contains LO 7 a 
proven anti dandruff agent It helps 
clear dandruff and stays on the 
'-calp t keep it away 
Code 10 Tniiic Hair Dressing 
does dll this for your hair without 
^ istirig the earth < 


The natural choice for the natural style 


G<7e 



VARET 


this India 


pni* ft 30 for the entry Siven fitti without comment 



€)' 


HOLENABSIPUR: Girl studenU shut 
their eyes ‘ and stiSed their screanu 
and everybody else were just taken 
aback in the SSLC examination room. 
It was not the questions that caused 
the shock—it was a candidate. The 
room invi^latoT. who suspected mal¬ 
practices by a candidate, Ubhaya Ku 
mar, wanted to make a body search 
of the candidate for unauthorised mat¬ 
erial. The candidate’s compliance sta- 
KSered the official. Ubhaya Kumar 
stripped it is said. The authorities have 
instituted an inquiry into the incident, 
it is learnt—Deccan Herald (G. Muthu- 
raj, Mysore) ' 

VIKUOHUNAGAR: Residents of Mee- 
salur, a well developed village 'oast of 
Virudhunagar, have unanimously deci¬ 
ded to boycott the coming elections to 
the Lok Sabha. They have also decided 
to put up a notice at the entrance to 
the village warning poUtidans not to 
enter the village for canvassing. '’We 
are no more gullible. Politicians I Re¬ 
trace your steps” the notice says. Mr 
A. Nammaivar, speaking on behalf i‘i 
the villagers, SM they had met re¬ 
cently and decided not to vote for any 
political Party as politicians had dri¬ 
ven the country to poverty, depriving 
the villages of their seremty and ma¬ 
king the rural folk migrate to towns 
for a living. Following the example 
of Meesalur villagers, people of eight 
other villages in Anippukottal taluk 
have decided to boycott the polls. 
According to Mr S. Velchamy, presi- 
ident of AruppukoUal Taluk Fanners 
.Association, ^ farmers also have de¬ 
cided to boycott tin elections —Indian 
Express (Syed Muthahar Saqaf, Killai) 
PATNA. A block development officer 
in UP, has sold the whole stock of 
foodgrains meant for the food-for-work 
programme and pocketed the money. 
Giving this information, the Union 
Irrigation and Agriculture Minister, 
Mr Brahm Parkash, told newsmen that 
it had been mentioned by the concer¬ 
ned district magistrate in his report— 
Times of India (Hazel Gomez, Meerut) 
BHOPAL; FourU«n-year-old Gulab 
Bai's parentage is in dispute. In fact, 
all her life till the dispute arose, she 
had spent with her parents—Girwar 
and Shetanabai—in a smali village in 
Schorc district in Madhya Pradesh, 
^vlab Bai was confused when all of a 
Adden one day a man and a woman 


namde Kaiuram and Resban Bai, came 
and claimed they were her parents. 
The “new” parents lodged a com¬ 
plaint with the police. They had lost 
their child in 1970 and had now found 
her with Girwar and Shetanabai, they 
said. The claimant mother also said 
she had identified some marks on the 
person of Gulab Bai which confirmed 
that the girl was their child. The 
Superintendent of Police, Sehore dis¬ 
trict. referred the case to the Civil 
Surgeon Sehore, to help identify the 
girl's true parents on the basis of blood 
groups. The Civil Surgeon forwarded 
the case to itae Medico^Legal Institute, 
Bhopal for its opinion. The institute 
opined that though anthropologically 
Gulab Bai was the daughter of tbe 
parents with whom she was living, the 
serological study showed she coukt be¬ 
long to any of tbe sets of parents— 
The Hindu (G. Muthuraj, Mysore) 
BOMBAY; Mr Paresb Parikh, a 24- 
yearold engineer student of Baroda, 
claims to have written the longest 
letter—1,875 metres. Mr Parikh told 
newsmen that he had wanted to break 
West German Thomas Neahos' record 
—1,223 metres long—since 1973, when 
it was established. He had been look¬ 
ing for a willing recipient. Tbe letter, 
written in six months and weighting 
about 10 kg will be a "wonderful 
birthday gift” to his penfriend in 
Lucknow. It includes all the major 
events in his life, including his views 
on prominent personalities —Times of 
India (Hans Kumar Bbatia, New Delhi) 
DELHI; A premature baby, “born 
dead” in a Delhi bospHal on Octob<-r 
16 was later found alive. When the 
mortuary staff handed over the baby, 
a boy to the father, the grandniuthci 
insisted on seeing his face. When they 
uncovered his face the boy's eyes were 
rolling. “He is alive", the members of 
the family shouted with joy. 11100811 
the police have registered a case 
against the stall of K.asturba Hospital 
the doctors described the incident as a 
case of “medical miracle ”—The States¬ 
man (Subir Kumar Pal, Siliguri) 
MERCARA; The striking men stu- | 
dents ol the Junior Calkge here have 
vowed not to shave until they have a 
new Principal in place ol the Princi¬ 
pal-.n diargc. Sint ('uuveriaiiima. The 
colkgc is dosed tbe moment but 
the students say they will continue 
the strike even alter the college re¬ 
opened. Students' union secretary Na- 
naiah and some othei union activists 
said their opposition to Smt. Cauve- 
riamina stemmed from among other 
things her objection to students grow¬ 
ing facial hair. She forced some stu¬ 
dents to shave tbeir beards and mous¬ 
taches, they alleged. They also alleged 
Smt V.iuveriamroa wrote adverse re¬ 
marks in the transfer certificates of 
students leaving the college —Deccan 
Herald (K. Va.s;inth, Karnataka) 


SHE (Mrs Gandhi) U • v«rf 
shrewd and suspidoiu penon— 
Channa Reddy i 

MR George Fernandea waa purau- 
ing the moot rightist, prixaplta*. 
list policy in the Induitrv Mlniatrf. 
when he headed it for over two' 
years. Merely because he.cafls 
himself a sodalist, be doea no* 
become one—Mrs Gandhi 
I SAY that I am not only a leftiat 
biA an ultro-Ieftist—Charao Singh 
EVERYTHING is fair in electionB 
and Partv politics—C Sulra- 
maniam, Union Minister for 
Defence 

OPPOSmON to Hindi is in my 
very blood. So I have the right, aay.i 
tbe duty to daim that without me. 
•here can be no anti-Hindi atniggle 
—KarungnidlLi 
THE Cmitriil Government wanted 
this price increase to take place, 
and it has taken place—Weat 
Bengal Minister for Finance. 
Ashok Mitra’s comment on infla 
tio" 

I AM one of those who believe 
that people will not vote in sndi 
a way that no Par^ gets a majo- 
rity-^handroshekhar 
WHAT it (tbe West) exports to our 
country is whsft ruins toe country. 
It exports freedom—^freedom for 
fornication—Ayatollah Khomeini 


humour in real life 




WHEN tb«? idea of a bolding com¬ 
pany for public sector .steel plants 
was all the rage, a steel plant 
ufficial spent the better part of an 
evening at a party with his hands 
firmly planted in his podeets. His 
manner irked a guest who came 
and .stood beside him, also with 
his hand.s in hi$ pockets, and said- 
“Mr .Sinha and f have dedded to 
form a holding company”—Raghav 
Sen. Calcutta. 


'XftbOfvt/Ahi Bhusin Maiilc 
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Bahuguiut and Dwara) Un: 

TOO TOUGH 

PRIME Minuter Charui Singh 
on be honest even at his own 
cost at times The Lok Dal leader 
did some plain speaking when 
Congress president Oevarid Ura 
calM on him on October 25 Urs 
arrived at 4IS pm, after bis 90- 
minute meeting with Janata 
leader Jagjivan Ram At five 
o'clock Charan Singh asked Ura 
to sit in at an mterview with a 
senior tournaust of a group of 
CaicuttaAiased new&papera The 
Chaudbury urcd the gewsman to 
convey what he thought of the 
Congiess and its conduct as an 
alliance partiiei of the Lok Dal 
Here are souk, ui the answtrs 
which he gave, both for the 
benefit ot the newsman and Mr 
lirs On faratceshwan Sinha “She 
wns in the Congress (1) till the 
other das I got hei defeated in 
Suinastipur (Mis Smha was Mrs 
(taudhi s candidati in the Lok 
Sabha by-elirtionl She should 
not hav« II ade the statemeni 
ugiinM ini 1 exprevsed mv 
ditiiiiniv, with Nehtu even when 
hi w«v al vt Why should she 
ofx'ii hei mouth’ On the rumour 
ed (nngtvts lanata alliance in 
some Mates whuh was putting 
stiains on the ruling coalition 
Mv friend 1 am not doing any 
thing to jiupardi&e the coalition 
Ask Mi Urs about hu Party lh< 
correspondent turned to the Lon 
gress president who sheftiuhlv 
smnked and said 1 am not 
saying anything At one stage 
the Lhaudhuis questioned tin 
bona hd«s of Congressmen who 
crituLsed him for his views on 
land reforms All Congiessmcn 
h< said in the present e of Urs 


came from big landed families or 
represented nigh castes “Look 
at their record in the fteki oi 
land refoinur m the last 30 years' 
But the real provocation which 
Urs stomached without even a 
feeble protest was wnen Mr Singli 
conveyed the distiiut imprtsMon 
to the oorrespondent tliat al pie 
sent he, more than anybody else 
in the country’s political Iite re 
presented anti Congre^sism 


UP THE 

BUREAUCRATS 


IS th« bureaucracy more poweitul 
than the I’linie Mincstii ot India’ 
Otherwise, how can an ordti of 
Piimc Ministei f hai in Singh bi 
flouted with nonchalance' Ihc 
Prime Mmistei aitti going 
through the BHLLSunitns deal 
had ordtied th« ciiioval ut Mi 
V Krishnainurthy from tin post 
tion of Secrrtaiv Heavy Industiy 
Depaitment Ministry ot Indu tiy 
To start with Mr Krisiinamurtliv 
was asked to go on icav pii 
piratory to hu> transfer to somi 
olhei Department Accordingly 
Ml Kii&hnamu’nhy had gone on 
leave ^ut lo and behold he js 
b,irk again as the S> c r* tai > o( 
Heavy Industry [h p4irtnicnt 
How could this happe n' j op 
buieaurrati including Mr Snm 
vasvardhan Home Secretary, had 
• ct.ng It was decided 

that the matter should be kept 
pending in view of the Home 
Ministry order that there should 
b( no tiansfets at the top before 
The elections The idea is to stall 
the transfer now and after the 
dictions the political situation 
ould be different 


OUTSIDERS, QUIT » 


THL political orphan from Kciala 
C M Stephen who is now scout 
mg round the cuunuy foi a sate 
seat made an initial foray into 
the rough and tumble of not i 
Indian politics by mspiiing ru i 
outs that he would be the C 
gress(I) candidate from New D< tin 
rtmstituency lo get acquainted 
with the, active woikers 
ihi I arty* in tin constituency 
Stephen got invited to the bouse 
oi a journalist politiaan who 
him dl was an aspiiuUt foi th« 
I’aitv ticket fiom the same New 
Uellu ronstiiuenvy One does not 
know whether i* was bv design oi 
by accident but what happened at 
the dinner conclave of Conge essH) 
workers has given Stephen a 
flight He was almost physically 
manhandled by Youth Congress(f) 
toughs who described his deccsiun 
OS a “c-owardly act oi running 
away tiom bis old constituency in 
Keiala Why should they sut 
under their seat to in out 
sidci thev wanted to know And 
what had he been saying when be 
had lmge'‘cd on in the Coogiess(&) 
long after the splits In fact some 
Youth Congress (I) activists acruv 
ed him of joining the Party only 
to become the Cabinet ranking 
Opposition leader Mr K L 
Rh e » Congiess (1) boss, had 
a harrowing time in saving the 
situation Now we learn that in 
order to appease an angry 
Stephen, the president of the New 
Delni District Youth Congress (I) 
has been suspended from the 
Party 

D E NIZAMUDDIN 
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Nivea’s 





the look 
he’ll love 

NIVEA—the all weather sKin 
:ream—moisturrzes tones 
and nourishes your 
comotexion to give t ♦hat 
irresistible Skin Glow 

NiVEA 

The all weather skin cream. 


J. L. Morison. Son Gr Jones 
(India) Limited. 

79. Of. Annie Eiesant Road. 
Worn. BOMBAY-400018. 
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SAA.GV-1316R 




The top-flight tyre 
for top-flight men 



paiilfBr- 


mm 

“nJloncartyre 


jn“s?ssisr<«-^ , 

e«Ooo<l*«rPo>i«t-DrK»to<lwl 

QOODf^EAR 

So good ailihe road 
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^ HMV Fiesta Fofmlar. 

Indian kigest-seUing record player. 


When we put the Fiesta 
Popular in the market, 
we hoped to put music 
within the reach of as 
many homes as possible 
We gave it ever\dhing 
music (overs would want 
in a compact, sturdy set 
Starting with a very 
reasonable price tag ' 
For both AC and Battery 



models We built in a 
powerful wide- 
frequency range ampii 
fer and a place 
anywhere, lid 
mounted, 
matching 
speaker A 
tone control 
for fine adjust 
ment of bass 
and treble sounds A 
3-speed turntable to 
play all types of records 
All this bi^use we 
wanted the Fiesta 
Popular to take more 



music to more people and, 
before we knew it, it had 
become the 
largest selling 
record player m 
the country I Today, 
there are 3,00.000 
Fiesta homes spread all 
over India You can be 
sure there's an HMV Fiesta 
playing somewhere 
right now 


HMV 


His Master’s \^ice 

The future ie sound 















Binny blends-exotically 


Fashion fabrics that are enchanting, durable 
and comfortable. Created specially for you 
by Binny's fabric expertise. An ever 
increasing range of colours, designs, 
plains and prints to suit your varied tastes. 

Binny blends for all occasions. 


$ 


NNY 

polyester blends 
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fw music lovers 

SONODYNE 


offers matching with any international 
brand in performance 8- styling 





MODEL SC-1020 


WITH MATCHINO SPECmUM-SOOO HI-FI SPEAKER SYSTEM 

Th« amplifier is bassd on iatstt low ^■■•■■■•sMwwBSRSMiMioRmRBBiBOBs 

distortion direct coupled OCL circuit 
and housed in edntomporary styied 
matsi cabinet with solid aluminium 
dial and diamond finished aluminium 
knobs in champagne gold finish. 

Speakers are based on acoustical 
suspension design with cross-over 
network for smooth response over 
the entire audio spectrum. 

SKCfFICATIONS 

SC-10a0 STEREO AMPUFIER 

TOTAL MUSIC POWER 100 WATTS 
HARMONIC DISTORTION O.B% 

FREQUENCY RESPONSE 10 He to 40 KHz A3 db 
POWER SANDWIOTH 10 Hz to 30KHz ± 3 db 
SPSAKER S OHMS. MAIN/REMOTE SPEAKERS 

SKCTRUM-nOO SPEAKER SYSTEM 

CROSS OVER 3000 Hz 

U UNITS S" WOOFER, 3" TWEETER 

S HUCtOSURE ACOUSTIC SUSPENSION. 

^ VOLUME as LITRES. ^ 

^AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING MUSIC DEALERS 



























One of our most regular 
clients was a dacoit. 
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Bank of India 


A(i nl *n«ti«(tn(M>fiktnv) 


Across the ravines 
of Jhansi, armed bandits 
unleashed a reign of terror 
And the name of Deendayal 
struck a particular chill even 1 

in the stoutest heart Till he was i 
trapped and convicted. 

Paroled after 12 years, Deendayal 
faced a predicament Would society 

_I accept him as a reformed citizen ? 

Or would he be forced to return to 
the lonely trails of crime? 

^ Bank of India extended him 
sympathy and trust We lent him 
funds to start a tea shop Deendayal 
was soon earning over Rs 500 every 
month Enough to convince him that 
^honesty does pay And most heartening, 

^ Deendayal repaid his loan promptly 

This IS just one more among thousands 
of instances where Bank of India has helped 
transform the lives of people 

Secure your future with India's largest 
nationalized bank. 
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Now you can get today's "nooil" hair style and nx)re... 

New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 

^ i. holds and nourishes hair. 




P22iSfi* 



controls dandruff. 


Today's look is the natural ' no • oil" 
look But you know what this does 
to your hair: the scalp dries, dandruff 
follows This combined with the lack 
of nourishmen*. can lead to hair loss 
"No-OH" Style 
Now there's Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing With Panthenof and LO - 7 
For the natural "no-oil" look 
Without the problems This is how. 

Your hair stays in place with 
Code 10. Naturally. The way you 
want it. Without feeling sticky, oily. 
And your scalp and hair get all 


the care they need with Code 10. 

It has Panfhonol. the proven hair 
vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood stream 
This gives your hair natural health 
and full body 

Anti-Dandruff Action 
Code 10 alto contains LO-7. . a 
proven anti-dandruff agent. It helps 
clear dandruff, and stays or> the 
scalp to keep it away. 

Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 
does all thrs.for your hair . .without 
costing the earth! 


The natural choice for the natural style 
















£ M/e f>i 
oui- c 


Mummy, M/hydo 
s put ODONIL IN 

ir cupboards 3lso? 


JBr 




[j 




CAUnON 1 

Beware s 
of n 

imitations Ed 




FOR MODERN AlOS 


OLra«i^.TTOi:io 


ACOMMMVfNWAtt tlMWiB 
M>A » Wo rt 9an *BW^400m 


Because 
OOON/L dttVes moths 

^nd cockto^ches, rmkes 
sute out dothes stay fresh < 
Ttagrant ^ndsde thm J 
insects. ^ 


% 30 tim*s mor« powertut than 
nsphthalena balls 

A Kaapa tha air trash and 
fraoram in homas 
aapacially in toiiats 


CHAlTfA Bt.S IM 














VOLUME 7 
ISSUE 22 
RUPEE ONE 

AN ANANDA BAZAR PUBLICATION 


November 11, 1979 



Mohammed Yunus, one of Mm Qandhfa moat truatad 
lleuienania, who helped create and execute the 
Emergency's media policy, now for the flrat time, 
telle his side of ttie story. He lasiMe out at some 
superstar sycophantic Journallaia who "betrayed'' him 
after Mm QandhI lost power and exposes how a 
publicaUon , which hae become very famous now, 
war created by him and V. C. Shukia during the 
Emergency, and promoted by the Qovemment 


The RSS has not spared 
even Mother Teresa. Its 
mouthpiece, Organiser, has 
dubbed the award of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to 
her as anti-Indian. To 
them Mother's charity is 
motivated, she is 
actually seeking converts 
Implicit in this is the 
RSS's oontinued support 
to the black Freewm 
of Religion Bill. 
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*A styllsta sbirt... that’s where It all heglns.’ 


A man’s attractkxi, 
awoman’s affinnation... 


mOiiginalCreatkns from Modi Shirting 


A man’s shirt speaks for him No matter what the 
occasion or the weather, he wants to give 
expression to bis uniqueness. For him, Modi 
Shirting create 40 originals in 11^/Viscose and 
/Wool blends every montnAn 
uMurpassaUe variety in colour and design 
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Sad commentary 

‘i'T'Ut; AMA2ING affair of Bala- 
hubramanidin” (October 7) 
thrnwt, quite a bit of light oa the 
lives of oui so-railed nation builders. 
The Bald ilory is d living example 
of whdt our polMirians are, irrespec¬ 
tive of thoir Party affiliations, ideo¬ 
logic ai orirntdtlon or philosophy. 
One ran safely conclude that they 
are collectively, a fraud They are 
like vampires who have been ruling 
the country for the last 32 years afi 
the time talking of moral standards 
and clean living, although reality 
spells out a completely different 
story. 

All that we have achieved after 
independence is merely replacing the 
foreign sahibs with our own Kind. 
The poverty, the misery, the oppres¬ 
sion are aU still very mudb in evid- 
ence, 

AbhijH Muhherjt, Bhubaneswar. 


No, Sir! 

O N MY return from the USA 1 
happened to notice that my name 
had been mentioned in the report 
“The amazing affair of Balasunra- 
inaniam”. In this connection, I wish 
to make some clarifications. 

On the cover of the issue of your 
magazine, the photograph of Mr P. N. 
Balasubramaniam bas been printed 
along with ^at of a person whom you 
have identified as Mr Etsenberg. In 
reality it is not Mr Eisenberg but Mr 
Scbmkltmann iriio until recently, 
was in the employ of M/s Festo Mas- 
dunfabrik Gottlieb Stoll of Esslingen 
(Berkheim), West Germany and who 
is an old friend of Mr Balasubra- 
mamani. 

On page 28 the photo of Mr 
Morarji Desai along with other vhd- 
tors ostensibly at PNB's factory in 
Andhra Pradesh ha.s been used. As 
long as Mr Desai was the Prime 
Ministec, PNB did not own or run 
any factory in Andhra Pradesh. 

It is 8 travesty of the truth to say 
that Mrs Amteshwar Anand used me 
to expose Mr Kanti Desai when the 
Janata (yovernmept started troubling 
Mr Sanjay Gandhi. 1 have known 
Mrs Anand for over three decades 
and hold her in the highest esteem. 

Yon have also stated that 1 who 
am “supposed to have tipped off 
anti-Uesai leaders about Kauti Desai’s 
activities” have decided to .stay on 
in the USA . It is far from the 
truth that I had tidied off the for¬ 
mer Deputy Prime BAinister and Fin¬ 
ance Minister anything about Kanti 
Desai’s affairs nor had I decided to 
atay on in the USA at any time. I 
had to visit the USA only fur a 
temporary aojoum. 

In his letter to the present PM, 
Bala is supposed to have admitted 
that he had received Ra 30 lakhs 
from Mr Israel, a partner of htx 
Kanti Desai. One would like to know 


why PNB accepted the money with¬ 
out the proper authority, in first 
place. 

On page 29 of the issue it is statoA 
that PNB is known for his anU-AnKS- 
rican and Leftist views. This how¬ 
ever is in sharp contrast with whitt 
IS stated on pages 31 and ^ whem 
he is shown to be a member of the 
Swatantra Party who contested the 
elections in 1%2 and 1967. If be 
was anti-American and a Leftist sn4 
a (dose friend oi Mr Krishna Menon, 
bow IS it that he was a member of 
the Swatantra Party also? Evidently 
be has been taking both the com¬ 
munists and the Swatantra Party for 
a ride. On page 30 PNB is reporittl 
to be a technical-Anandal oonauteint. 
He is neither. On page 31, PNB Ja 
reported to hove persuaded a uum* 
her of former ICS officers like Mr 
V. P, Menon, the former Home Secre¬ 
tary, to serve on the board of dirrp 
tors of the Barium Chemicals )Lld. 
He retired as Secretary to the Mmia- 
try of States and was later appou- 
ted as Governor of Orissa. 

It has been reported on page 32 
1 got together some 
the money they had 


that PNB and 
MPs along with 


ng - 

received from the Dabriwal brothem 
and that we woke up Mr J. P, Nar» 
yan and Acfaarya Kripalani at dead 
of night and informed titem about 
the exchange of money for making 
Mr Jagjivan Ram the Prime Minister. 
It is an insult, to the MPs as 
well as the Dabriwal brothers and 
to Mr Jagjivan Ram for anyone to 
claim Uiat money was collected with 
a view to manoeuvring the selectioa 
of Babu Jagjivan Ram as the Prime 
Minister. 1 never accompanied PNB 
on.this mission to JP iM Adierva 
Kripalan] and to the beat of my 
knowl^ge PNB too was not entnia- 
ted wHh this mission. JP u 

unfortunately no longer with us the 
A^arya is still here to contradict 
this canard. ' 

Y. Kolyanam, New Delhi 


AgcxJman 

demolished 

nPHE COVER of the issue SUN- 
o DAY dated October 7 makes up 
for all your delays. It is remark¬ 
able. There is the same glint in ttao 
eyes of all three people who ffieure 
prominently on the cover — Bala, 
Khomeini and the Baba t But Pritiah 
Nandy takes the, honours. Hia review 
is unparalleled. He is not just tiie 
finest poet in the land (as SUBTOAY 
once effused over him some years 
ago while reviewing a book at his 
poems) but his Is tlm voice of cour. 
age and reason. I have vet to read 
a more daring book review ffisui hla 
scathing attadc oa Tel Bnlohe. In 
the process, the myfli of Std Baba 


has been laid to rest finally. 

Congratulations i This is peihaps 
the first time in Ladlan maaaziae his¬ 
tory that a book review anil help s 
magazine croas the three-lakh circula¬ 
tion mark. 

5. fC Mukherjw. Calcutta. 

PERHAPS the epithet “Stay" 
would do better to serve as a prefix 
instead of the word Sa^a before 
the name of Sai Baba. He is nothing 
more than a bi^xual charlatan ati- 
ing as God. 

Scnkaranarapaium, Bomhau. 

SO THE Rudolph Valentino ot 
Indian literature has finally taken on 
the miiffity Sei Baba. After years of 
battling agafaut the academic latab- 
Udunent, Mr PiitlA NanA^ baa now 


chosen to kill another sacred cow. 
What sacrilege and what courage I 
_ Congratulations, SUNDAY, on pub 
iishing a great review — one that 
will go down in the history of con¬ 
temporary literature. 

D C. Mukherjee, Calcutta. 

THE revelation of the sexual ex 
ploits of the Baba comes as a shock 
to. the several who bold our gndmeu 
in special reverence. AKbough Pr«- 
tob Nandy savs “Sai Baba will per¬ 
haps survive this book" that is npt 
the only issue at stake. He has riv 
maued a mystical figure for so many 
yea» even though there have teen 
doubts in certain sections of the, peo- 

£ le about bis sexuality- If the Baba 
' indeed a fake, it is hiiffi tinie be 
18 exposed. 

K. Govind, KuMppuram. 
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FIRSTTIME N NDIA 


THE LOW-CARE 
LONG-UFE battery: 


EXIDE 




The Exide car battery 
combiUM the characteristics of 
two animals. The camel and 
the elephant. 

Tho ctamol In Exide 

Lika the camel, Exide needs 
vary little maintenance. It can 
go without fresh in-take of 
water over longer periods of 
time. 

A break-through in battery 
technology, is the special grid 
alloy In Exide battery -which 
among other benefits results 
in low heating within the 
battery and hence less loss of 
water due to evaporation. The 
resultant benefit is a reduction 
in the number of topping-up 
operations by 40%. 

Tlie etephant In Exide 

Most batteries fail due to 
overcharging and corrosion of 
pletaa. The special grid alloy 
makes the pimes 30% more 
resistant to over-charge and 
hence corrosion. The resultant 
benefit brings out the elaphant 
in Exide - longer life. 



Additional innovations 
in Exide that ensure 
maximum starting power 
and longer life: 

* Special Grid Wire 
Pattern : 

Grid wires of triangular 
cross-sections ensure better 
adhesion of active material. 

* Lug Strength : Shedding 
of active material from the 
plates is minimised by the 
closely cast lattices directly 
below the lug which 
provide a greater surface 
for adhesion. 

* Piate-iock : A unique 
plate-lock heat-sealed to 
the lid and the container, 
prevents plate movements 
inside the cells, thereby 
reducing vibration and 
matai fatigue. 







Still keeps going 
when the rest 
have stopped 


Revealed 

I BEUEVE way revelation made 
in tbe aitide. Sometimes one 
wonders bow rational beings bave 
the wool pulled over tbeir eyes by 
these magidans. 

Attf, HyaerabtA 

IT WAS really shocking to read 
what Mr Naady had to say. Is the 
man really a sodomite ? Alter all, a 
rat is a rat and bandng a blue nh- 
bon on the beast wonT turn him into 
a prise pomeranian, 

J. S. Achoryu Hyderabad, 

I FEEL a great sense of diock 
and sorrow and I am perturbed be¬ 
yond measure after reading the re¬ 
view. It certainly was an eye ow¬ 
ner that just goes to prove that the 
so-called godmen are actually cap¬ 
able of stooping to the depths of 
degradation and degeneration. 

SUNDAY has performed a national 
service by puMishing this expose 
about a fraud who has fooled thou¬ 
sands of innocent people in thia 
country. 

S. .t. Ray, Gorakhpur. 

FINALLY the scales have dropped 
from my eyes and I bave been made 
to realise what manner of man this 
is. How can a human being commit 
such crimes in the name of religion? 
He has gathered around him a Targe 
band of devotees in order to hide 
the truth of his sex life. But the cover 
has now been Mown and I for one 
will certainly take all godmen with a 
pinch of salt. 

Thank you. SUNDAY, for telling 
us all. 

Panchanan Gum. Calcutta 

SUNDAY deserves whole-hearted 
congratulations for the bold stand on 
the Baba issue. There may be 
thousands more m this country who 


have similar stories to tell us about 
the Baba and all of them should be 
brouAt to light to debunk the so- 
called godman. Any efforts to call 
the bluff of such frauds should be 
given whole-rhearted support by peo- 
pie in their right minds. 
Congratulations once again. 

P. Narendnm, Calcutta. 

THE secret — but never sacred — 
life of Sai Baba has at last been 
brought to light. Tal Brooke’s book 
will now probably sell like hot cakes. 
M. N. Rao, Vishahapatnam. 

WHAT a wonderful job Mr Nandy 
has done I But for his sharp, intelb- 
gent review, many might not bave 
seen through the cunning designs of 
Sai Baba. When are we gdng to farce 
out godmen-run institutions to pull 
down their shutters and dissuade 
their perverted customers from their 
so-called spiritual shopping? 

Sorfu Dem, Nitnho. 

PRinSH NANDY has done it at 
last 1 The review of the Baba’s sex 
life was revealing, to say the least, 
what a abode mv poor aunt got when 
she read all about Saj Baba’s affairs. 
You see, she is an avid Sai Baba 
devotee ! 

What a pity so many people have 
been fooled by him. At feast Mr 
Nandy’s review will go a long way 
in helping people to realise that aU 
that glitters is not gold. 

Miss Laltlhtt Venkataraghavan, Cal 
cutta. 

THE review has zapped me totally 
What a freaky man he must be, go¬ 
ing around pulling down people’s 
zippers with a ktrlan on his tips. He 
must be the sexiest, freakiest god 
man of all time. 

But for Tal Brooke’s sake I hope 
he and the Baba made up 
Noel Barlow. Calcutta, 


Mullahs, have mercy I 

'PHE REPORT by Fted Halliday 
I- (October 7) is a fine mixture of 
wit, exactitude and an involved 
wounded sensibility. Although the 
fascist Islam of ban tells upon every 
facet of the country, pernaps the 
women bear the brunt of it After 
their March demonstrations fell 
through and there waa no worldwide 
feminist support it is currentlv f^r- 
ed that they will continue to auifer 
under the merdless mullahs. 

Suntl K. Singh, Patna 


One last kick 

*T4iERE IS a flaw in Arijit Seo’a 
i article "Mobun Bagau aupreme** 
(October 7). East Bengal not only 
drew their matches against Moham¬ 
medan Sporting and Mohun Bagaa 
but they also failed to win agamst 
(^orge Telegra^, thereby josing 
another point in the Senior Division 
Soccer League which Mr Sea should 
have mentioned in his artide. 


I agree with him that Mohun 
Bagan was supreme in comparison 
with East Bengal as was evident from 
their performances in the last soc 
cer season. Muhun Bagan also got 
the better of their traditkmal rivals. 
East Bengal, in the Shield final in an 
easy manner. Mr Sen has rightly 
said that the way they played their 
match against East Bengal has rarely 
been seen on Calcuta Maidan. 
Sonkha Nalh Chattopadhyay, Daksht- 
neshwar. 


Elevated analogy 

T he CARTOON by Kutty on the 
“evolution” of Indian politics 
was wonderful, but I feel that even 
a monkey would not serve as an 
adequate representation of the pre¬ 
sent state or politics in our country 
It is disparaging for a monkey to be 
(ompared with our politicians. A 
more appropriate analogy would have 
been sewer rats or maggots. 

A. K. Dutta. Calcutta. 


- . - . 

Richer and wiser 

I MME01A1ELY after 1 read the 
article I lost faith in SM Efiba. 
No longer for me was he the iMfd 
Incarnate and ao on. When 1 boai^t 
that issue of SUNDAY (I am iwt a 
regular reader of the magazine) 1 
had thought that reading n would 
serve some purpose. But it did not 
take me long to rjcalise that the only 
purpoae it served was to transfer the 
one rupee note from my pocket to 
yours, as it caused me to loae faith 
in the Baba. 

But that night Baba appeared to 
me in a dream and‘smilingly toid me 
“My friend, why arc you so worried 
about your one rupe^ You should 
be overjoyed because now you will 
save hundreds of rupees whidt you 
would have otherwise spent on buy¬ 
ing future issues of SUNDAY. 

And my faMh in him returned. 
Gautam Patel, Bombay 

NOT for one minute did I think thdt 
you would publish sudi a nauseat¬ 
ing article. Millions of Sai Baba 
devotees will resent such a step. 1 
hope that in future you will desist 
from such an action 
Y. V. Narositnha Murty, Palakonda. 

IT IS quite dear that the reviewer 
has no respect whaLsoi'ver lor Tal 
Diooke, whom he has labelled “an 
expert blufl master", bo it is beyond 
mv understanding how un the sole 
basis oi what Tal Brooke has wrMten 
in his book, Mr Nandy has no hesita¬ 
tion in calling Sai Baba a Dravidian 
hermaphrodite. 

Without holding a brief for Sal 
Babd, n may be .sately pointed out 
that tb<‘ Babd has a very large follow¬ 
ing 111 India I do not think be 
deserves such treatment. 

Dipak Rahshtt, Calcutta 


IT was shocking that a magazine like 
SUNDAY should publish such a 
thing. Do you think that anyone who 
understands Sai Baba and has gained 
blis.stul experiences through him will 
swallow such trash? 

Om Prakash, Ran^i. 

IT CAN be understood from this 
artide that our learned journalist 
Ml Naqd> has forgotten the simple 
meaning of decency and decorum. 
llu‘ wiitei ha.v only quoted' extract! 
fioni the book by Tal Brooke but he 
doc‘ not even core to justify his own 
opinions about the author of that 
book and the possible repercussioits of 
such an article on the general public 
and e,spe<iallv on the younger gene¬ 
ration. We (an only pity the writer 
of this article and think that be 
derives enormous pleasure from the 
book of an unpcdi-shed, ill-conceived 
foreign writer who has a very shallow 
knowledge of Sai Baba. We would 
be very happy it Mr Nandv would 
care to review ihe published dis¬ 
courses of brrt Satva Sai Baba in 
your weekly 

N. A. Chaudhvry, Kalyant 
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COVER STORY 


T ' HE PreM ceworsliip im- I 
poMd during the Enter- ; 
gency hM « Uetory. It ? 
tniy have had aome justt- > 
ftftton to start wltii, but I 
it won became counteritroductive. The | 
ruMdrra oi niagazinoa and newspapers ° 
began to have doubts even about the 
things reported correctly. The pass 
ago of tune naturally made it both 
irrelevant and highly obketioaaMe. 

several editors and newspapermoi. 
admitted that they bad adopted ex 
tremist postures during the past few 
years (baore the Emergency) KuMip 
Nayar went even further and said, 
“Why blame us aloaeT Even the 
professional poUtidans were caught 
on the wrong foot. We have learnt 
n lessoa Give us bade our freedom 
so that we give rou a better account 
of ourwlves". Tbe Prime Minister 
was told about this and agreed that 
censorship should be withdrawn, ^e 
wanted me to discuss R with her 
fully. 1 had no inhibition about tell- 
«g her what 1 actually thought 
about some of the bigwigs in Joums- 
Usm. They had no prinaples. Tbe 
positions they took up were deter' 
mined more w the favoun they were 
given or refused than by their con¬ 
victions. They spent most of their 
time seeking redress, getting odd 
harassments removed, or pleading 
for privUeges. I seldom beara of or 
came across a Joumalist or editor 
who let national considerations weigh 
where his own interests were threat 
ened Some of tbe English language 
dailies and magasines and their elRe 
readership stood for little in the 
context of India's vast majority. In 
a way. therefore neither »eir sup¬ 
port nor their hoatility was worth 
anythiog Even if they op p o s ed the 
Government tbe whole nog, their 
coademnstion seldom msde e 
differpnee. 

An intermiinisteriat meeting was 
sccordinglv fixed in the Prime Mi¬ 
nister's oAce in Psriisment House in 
tarty May 197 & the Information 
and Browcasting Minister, V. C. 
Shukla, and his omdals, G. P. Psitha- 
ssrthy, secretary, and the Pnaa 
adviser to the mmt Minister, dw 
foreign secretaiy, the offidel apokea- 
man and rayaeu were nraaent It 
was agreed that Un neat as a 
whole should not he ponaBiad 
for the extremist fulminttkmt of a 
few V. C. Shukla was aaked to lift 
censorship But nothing happened 
for a whole month. I lemiMlM tila 
Prime Minister about R towards tibe 
end of June. 1 then submlttad a 
lent note to her oa 7 September, 
1976. “Tbe time has coma to mvita 
the working of censorship imposed 
last year," 1 said “Its Goattauanoe 
is now aBocdiig tha cradihf^ of 
even gaod wsd authentie news app¬ 
earing in dto Indian er foreign Press. 

It has put the foreign JoumaUits on 
the warpath agaiost us. Moat af 
them hall from five weatara countries 
1 g 
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TURNCOAT 

JOURNALISTS 


MOHAMMAD YUNUS is one of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi's most trusted friends and political 
associates. During the Emergency, he 
played a substantial role in planning and 
implementing the Government's media 
policy. Those were tense days, despite the 
apparent calm. And now, Md Yunus tells his 
side of the story for the first time, after all 
the others have written about him. This 
exclusive extract is from the author's 
scintillating book, ^'Persons, Passions and 
Politics", being brought out by Vikas 
Publishing House Pvt Ltd. 




Sin Oandht wtth Yunm 


and have been against us all along. 
They will continue to be ao and wi 
must learn to live with it With the 
News Agcnaes Pool of the nonalign 
ed countries, we can expose their 
falsehoods and distortions ans' the 
Western media dare not indulge in 
Rs old antics vnth impunity. Hie 
withdrawal of censorship will certain¬ 
ly change the atmosphere. The local 
newspapermen will feel that a pre¬ 
mium will be put on their reliability 
and acLuraev, while their foreign 
counterparts will realize that we are 
no iongei bothered about what they 
say " 

The Prime Minister was in com 
plrte agr<<ement wrth my approach 
and expressed her unhappiness ovri 
the delay in rectifying the wrong 
She called another mei'ting in her 
South Block office. It was attended 
by the same group. Shukla prompt¬ 
ly promised to frame certain guide 
lines and pointed out that since he 
was about to leave for Canada, he 
would withdraw censorship after his 
return 1 too bad to attend an in- 
foimal meeting of the News Agencies 
Pool at Mexico I was on my way 
back when I heard in Tokyo that 
censorship had been lifted, but only 
from the foreign newspapers! I was 
taken aback It was difficult to un¬ 
derstand the logic behind that 
strange move. Why Shukla should 
have tbou^t. it lit to exerdse this 
discrmunatioa was beyond me: It 
teemed not only absurd but patently 
wrimg policy to maintain the con¬ 
frontation mth our own men and let 


the foreigners have a held day What 
we needed immediately at the time 
was to diffuse the tension. Apart 
from that, I pointed out to the Prime 
Minister on reaching Delhi, a piece 
meal decision like that exposed us to 
total ridicule. She too was annoyed 
“Why IS he doing all this’” she ex 
claimed. "Surely the heavens won’t 
fall if Mr A' or Mr B indulges lu 
unfair criticism of the Government 
Let me talk to Shukla” Yet this 
partial gagging continued till thi 
people gave tncir verdict against it 
and other mistakes in Mardi 1977 
It was typical of the times that here 
was a Prime Minister who had shown 
her preference clearly in words jii« 
in official noting for a particular 
course of action to be taken Yet, 
in actual implementation the demion 
was deflected, delayed and distorted 
to the extent that it wi ought suib 
havoc in the system of functioping 


Off th e record 


T HE Foreign Corn spun 
dent’s Assouatlou of 
South Asia’s Delhi branch 
invited me to meet them 

> .I for an informal chat on 

6 March 1976. H was dended during 
the meeting in Asboka Hotel that 
the procceoinn would remain ofl 
the <«cord. The first thmg the GO 
ir«D gathered there seemed to want 
to Imow was why the Government 


of India regarded the Foretgo Pnm 
as hostile. I was glad th^ ukMI 
this question It provided me Ml 
opportunity to give them the hedk- 
ground to our thinking. tlauaUp, 
the relationship between us and Ipt 
foreigner is coloured in such hue* 
that prejudice takes precedence over 
naiity. Pot instance, the first pohll 
that needed clarification was that hi 
lur mind the term "foreign” related 
miy to a section of the American, 
British, German and occasionally 
French Press We were at peace 
with rest of the world 
The crisis or the confrontation in 
our relations had nothing to do with 
the declaratimi of the Einergenty er 
the so-called curtailment of dvil Iwar- 
ties. The western media had aitidaed. 
us all along It was amazing, 1 told 
them, to see this very Press and ttietr 
Governments support authoritarian 
regimes in Asia, Africa, Latin AmeriOi 
and even in Europe, and strike bar* 
gain.s and make pacts and aliioiioea 
mth i-rancu’s Spain or Salasar’a Pol* 
tugaL Therefore, their lamentatlona 
over the loss of freedom in India 
seemed nothing short hypocrisy- A 
dose sorutiny of their reactions anudi 
before the Emergency showed that 
they had'Uunted us during every 
general election we had, propbeayfng 
that It would be the last one, almost 
as if they wanted us to abandon thia 
sdued msUlution as a bad JMi. A 
tew of the lournahsts present agrood 
that this kind of reporting was bound 
to cause annoyaaoe. but that ft OOttld 
lK‘ forgiven. 1 had never thought 
anyone could object to their views, 1 
said, but surely they bad no rigid to 
twist facts 

I then asked whether it was edii- 
tally coiroct to assert, as reported by 
I welt known American nhn critM 
and commentator, Rex Reed, (hgt 
.III p.i>M ngcTs don’t disembarit at 
Calcutta’s Dum Dum airport becanae 
elephants roam wild through the mud 
and cattle,” that "Indians have to 
have the snakebite almost every 
day,” that "one has to step over dead 
bodies in Calcutta”, or that the “Gan¬ 
ges flows below the Taj Mahal". 
There was loud laughter and admis- 
smn by a few about the absurdity of 
surfa reports. 

I pointed out that long befwe the 
Emergency, a well-known American 
weekly had described India as “a 
filthy swamp over which flies hover¬ 
ed". This kind of hostility was revea¬ 
led over and over again. For in- 
anre, when Jawaharlal Nehru died 
in May 1964, a BBC commentator 
used such contemptuous phraseology 
as, “Nehru’s corpse is lying outside 
the house”. “We know the diflerence 
between a oarpse and a body.” 1 said 
As for ofliaal antipathy, l pointed 
out that President Ford canceUed his 
visit to India because of the Baoer- 
gency. hut be had no inhibition about 
going to China or Pakistan. Had 
China then become the new dtadel 
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at iammsyt Vaa Britltlt Goaatw 
amt mBUsTW fortp< w ad Pifatoe 
kw* vMt to uoia tboofli lii« iaotlar 
Iwd tone to PokitUa. Sia hod do* 
loaded the coaapt of Bo^ DeBM»> 
cracv. which oveo the Pekistooie 
thentaelvei d ii cerded after a Utter 


Idted examplea of a few mora 
oieoM U auch fool, false and parti- 
MR raportimc aod in tom asked 
Ibein why thm dio%md such hostility 
to the Indian way of life—its sodal, 
cultural, religimu and political as¬ 
pects. "Vott make fun of our institu¬ 
tions and are oaical about our under¬ 
takings,” I aid. "You dded with a 
dictatorridp in Pakistan to nulign a 
full-blooded democratic atup in In¬ 
dia. We know that it is not lade of 
democraqr that bothers you, but our 
sense of being independent You 
can’t take it If Nison, a discredited 
PresUeat nominates Ford to be his 
successor, then democracy is safe. If 
the Labour or Uw Conservatives se¬ 
cure a majority irf a single member 
in the House of Commons, then they 
can speek in the name of England 
But if the Congress Party in India 
secures a two-tnirda majority in the 
ParUament, then yon support the 
minority and draw solace from their 
obstructing a popularly elected Gov¬ 
ernment That’s what happened aftei 
a mhtterm poll in 1871.” 

So it went on for over turn hours. 
Later we had tea together and ex- 
chani^d pteasantries. It was an off- 
the-reoord meeting, vet o few of the 
journalists used certain phrases of 
mine in their despatches to empha- 
siK the points made by me. I later 

K a note from their president that 
members appredated the lively 
exchanges and my frank and friends 
answers. "You don’t beat about the 
bush,” he said, "we appredate that. 
We know where we stand with you 
It had enabled us to fathom the 
causes of the malady fadng us in 
liidla.” 


At the 
Press Club 



kMptng a natioual agency down at 
any westarner. They earn 
money writing for English or Asnen- 
can papers than they do from their 
own. They act as stringers for fomhm 
papers even when they bold pretugi- 
uus positions as editors, assUteat edi 
tors aod special oorrespondoots in 
leading dailiat in their own oonntiy. 
Pride in {their lotion does not etui 
the greed for moatji or the^ passion 
for reoagnltlon in tin west Samachar 
was for me essentially a concept of 
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nationdl pride. Having only one 
nathuaal news agency did not autmui- 
ticelly mean that it would be contro¬ 
lled totally by Government After aU, 
what was Reuters then, or Assodat- 
ed Press or Agenoe France 7 Only 
the USA had two national news agen¬ 
cies. 'as I have Iwinted out before. 
Beddes, I have always held the view 
that if a Government sets about 
wanting to misuse media then it lias 
various, less obvious but equally aff¬ 
ective ways of doing it I could not 
imagine how even the four news 
agencies that we bad could be term¬ 
ed independent when they were sub- 
sidiied up to their ears by Govern¬ 
ment 

It is not the inatiUition, but the 
people who run it who give it a cha¬ 
racter. I was quite dear about what 
I wanted Samachar to be and 1 told 
our Pressmen so. 1 did not want h as 
an instrument to boost the image of 
the Government in power, the Prime 
Minister w her colfeagues. but the 
people of our country. "Its function 
would be to give the truth about 
India, and highlight our industrial 
developments. It would also point out 
the areas of cooperation between us 
and the developing countries. This 
was particularly relevant in relation 
to the biased reporting of the western 
Press and of our desire to counter 
their canards”. 

But politics apart, mv involvement 
with the Associated Jouroais Ltd and 
Then Samediar, led me to regard my¬ 
self in some measore as part iff the 
Press cCHiunanity. One wanted to be 
proud of it as an Indian, even though 
manv of Its mmnbers had shorn 
such hopelessly vulgar taste The 
need to nrovide them with a reaper- 
table building to work and relax in 
was of paramount importance. One 
of the points that arose gt that rath¬ 
er vohittte meet at ffn Press Club 
was about the premisea and Govern- 
menf’s policy with Kgard to it 1 


could not help repeatinggn anecdote 
about a man who was once asked to 
state the iBfferenoe between aiffht 
and visioa He looked at a lovely win 
man and said, This is vision’ and 
then spotting an uglv one, quipped, 
Uiud that is a sight’. Everyone laugh¬ 
ed heartily and there was no need tn 
amplify. Those who have been to the 
Press Club will bear me out that its 
ramshackle hutment should have 
been pulled down long ago. It has a 
soriy history and there is no need to 
go into it here. 1 did feel that the 
Press corps in the capital of India 
deserved a better place to function 
from, even as a soaal ^up. When, 
at the time of reaUocauag space to 
the four agencies when they merged, 
a building on Rati Marg belonging 
to one of them became surplus, it 
was shown to the outgoing President 
as well as to the newly elected'Presi¬ 
dent of the Press Club and they were 
thrilled over the prospect of moving 
there. It was a splendid locabty. 

1 then spoke to the Prime Minister. 
She not onfy agreed that the Press 
corps should have respectable premi¬ 
ses, but was further pleased with the 
choioe of the site. The Housing Minis¬ 
ter, K. Raghuranuiah was then 
riiown the house and asked to make 
the aUotment He wanted the exist¬ 
ing premises of the Club to be surren- 
demd to enable him to sanction the 
new one. A few new^per owners 
had already leered to raise enough 
funds to put up a five-floor huHding 
for a fanriiaaal country club for 
their employees. The plan was to re 
serve some rooms for residential pur¬ 
poses so as to enable outstotion 
meoAers to reside fat short dura- 
tiona llieae could also take cate of 
forein guests. They could be offered 
hosintaUto on a redprocal basia Sudi 
beautiful oentares for the Press corps 
Bxisted abroad aod there wes no ree- 
son why there could not be one in 
Delhi 




So far *o good. I happend to meet 
Raghuremaieh after a few days and 
enquired whether the nemifiir .had 
been done. How he reacted was one 
example of the unctnous siavishiwsfi 
that marks the behaviour of a lot of 
our politicians. This had become 
even more exaggerated during the 
Emergency. Not only did he seek 
confirmation in his typical style whe¬ 
ther the Prime Minister had deared 
it, but added, “Brother, why not ask 
.Sanjayji also ?’’ It shocked me and 
I asked, “What has be got to do 
with the Press Club T Please do not 
involve him in such matters unneces¬ 
sarily’’. 

Shukla rang up after a fortnight 
“Please don’t press for sudi a large 
plot,” he said to me. “These news¬ 
papermen will only use it for booz¬ 
ing.” I was put off straightaway. “So 
what.” I retorted. .“Others, too, boo¬ 
ze in their clubs. 1 don’t drink, but 
who am I to stop others !” That is 
where this projed, too, fell by the 
wayside, with the Housing Minister 
wanting to introduce extraneous con¬ 
siderations and the Information 
Minister worried about the booze ! 
And so it went. The not-so-gallant 
men of the Press continued to gather 
in ii ramshackle building. The Hous¬ 
ing Minister kept boasting of his ser¬ 
vility to three generations of Sanjay’s 
ancestors, but switched his loyalti¬ 
es after the elections and began to 
lick the new boots of power. 

Nothing could have proved mv 
contention about the falsehoods in¬ 
dulged in by a few western news¬ 
papers more than a despatdi aent 
by the Delhi correspondent of a lea¬ 
ding German weekly. He wrote about 
the repercussions of my meeting at 
the Press Club. According to him, 
the Foreign Office was greatb per¬ 
turbed over my references to western 
media and had accordingly offered 
apologies to their ambassador. This 
obliged the Foreign Secretary to 
draw the German Ambassador’s 
attention to it. The envoy naturally 
expressed' his shock and surprise. 
Then the official spokesman had to 
describe the report as “totally false 
and highly mischievous”. I got an 
occasion later to use this example as 
evidence to buttress my argunmnts. 
It certainly made it ea^r to make 
fun of the claims to credibility made 
by sudi rags though many of the 
foreign journalists expressed their 
regrets over that “unfortunate 
lapse”. 


The 'Exposes' 

ILL sorts of betrayals hit 
one (after the 1977 elec¬ 
tions). A breed of trash 
writers took the cake. 

_Their peculiar morality 

came to the surface, revealing an 
ugly face. Havwg been used to ly¬ 
ing prostrate and “crawling when 
expected to bend.” as a Janata Mi¬ 
nister described them, they began to 
strut about town bke instant revolu¬ 
tionaries. tliey published their 
venomous lies in the form of books 


Some of the bigwigs in 
journalism had no princi* 
pies. The positions they 
took up were determined 
more by the favours they 
were given or refused 
than by their convictions. 

or made statements before a tribunal 
set up to protect the cowards and 
amuse the idlers. If one of them 
tried to make himself a hero by 
quoting imagined warnings by me, 
the other wrote about my supposed 
order to catch every Tom, Dick, and 
Harry during the Emergency! Kuklip 
Nayar wrote his accounts as if he 
had been sitting next to me! It was 
a clear case of a hack inventing 
fictitious titbits. He or his kind 
could not produce a shred of evidence 
to hold me responsible for any ex¬ 
cess during the Emergency. The ex¬ 
cesses committed by them, the lies 
told and the gains made out of them, 
deseove investigation, exposure and 
punishment, or else they will go on 
repeating their heinous crimes 
against the innocent. 


1 had tried to assist qnMh a feif. 
ioumafists out of their predicaaMQts. 
But many of them usin the Enmrr 

? ency to complain atiout viftimirarian 
or actions that were wrong. Enidf*. 
gency or no Emergency. Eran 
Sabharwal, for instance, was one 
journalist who should not luve beett 
entitled to Government accommodatsoa 
in any circumstances. He has been 
a correspondent of a flourisbing 
femign newspaper, SttUkaorg Sun 
He could afford any type of aooommo> 
dation. He apparently thought it was 
an “Emergency excess” When he was 
asked to vpcate the house I Actually, 
it was his accreditation which he baa 
been told would be taken away. Wben 
1 asked Shukla for the facts, R came 
out that Sabharwal's bouse was being 
used for political meetings and con¬ 
fabulations wRh leaders of 
Opposition. “As far as his work is 
concerned I would like him to show 
me even one desratdi that has been 
censored!” Shukla exdqimed. Even¬ 
tually, neither the bouse nor the 
acereditation were taken away, 

A small set of seif-interested, 
ideological clowns formed the hanl 
core of the media. The honest 
among them watched the dishonest 
with dismay. I, for one, <Uscovered 
what lay behind the facades of many 
who had posed as friends all these 
years and who had never stopped 
singing one’s praises, almost to the 
point of embarrassment. 

From Bhatla. whom 1 had known 
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slaoe 1834» when he came to 
oidtet agaiiut the lalanua College 
at Peshawar, had begged for hie two 
dipknaatic aasigmneats during the 
Sbrtiefl. On hu return to Delhi in 
the early SeventiM, he would irfteo 
can ra me at home or in the office, 
lie would go out of his way to say 
that it was for a ‘*pep talk" and for 
the unusual experience of being 
made "to feel proud as an Indian” 
which he learnt from me. It was 
the same Prem who, soon after Mrs 
Gandhi's defeat, began to call me 
names and attributed qualities whidi 
certainly could not be those to make 
him feel proud as an Indian. It 
makes me svunder; was Prem Bfaatia 
lying then or later? £Md he praise me 
earlier because of mv office and did 
he condemn me to please the new 
rulers? You can ftnd points to 
criticise about any person’s behaviour 
on some occasion or period, no matter 
how much you bold him in esteem 
But that does not mean a total and 
blatant reversal and volte face, as 
some of our sdons of journalism 
have displayed. Either their Judg¬ 
ment or their honesty comes into 
question. 1 do not know which is 
tile case with men like Bhatia. I 
have not seen him since early March 
1977. Like Prem Bhatia, Inder Mai- 
hotra, too, was more a friend than 
a mere Journalistic acquaintance 
since 1953. He would address me as 
Bho Jan or Khnn hohih and would 
•ay that "k was a pteaanre to write 
appreciatively about a man like you". 
But he too did not care to admow- 
ledge my existence for over a year 
and a half. Then came February 
1978 The election results from the 
South were in favour of Mrs Gandhi. 
Perhaps that is what prompted him 
to call. 1 aaw no point in renewing 
that kind of relationship. 

Many others who were not friends, 
also betrayed the trust reposed In 
them. There was Bomesh Tbapar 
who fancied himself better equipped 
than Dinesh Siugb and tried hard to 
he accepted into a coterie He used 
to visit Mrs Indira Gandhi every year 
with his wife to deliver a hMhday 
gift unobtrusively to her vriien she 
was the Prime Minister. Even Sanjay 
was not spared. However, he got so 


fmitrated in his attempts to become 
e Minister tbet bn finelly turned 
against Mrs Gandhi. He did not 
spare even tbose who temained dose 
to her. Ruldip Nayar came mit i^er 
a tew dajrs* detentiim (during the 
Emergency) and felt repentant He 
avoided talking poUtics altogether 
lest he be grabbed again. He had 
even sought my intervention to estab¬ 
lish bis bona fides. He pleaded. "I 
was wrong in my political assessment. 
So were the seasoned politicians. 
Please do not hold it against me for 
ever”. However, the sudden diange 
in the politicel fortunes made hhn 
cash in on his sHnation. But when 
he began to spread atorim about the 
prospects of his becoming a governor 
or an ambassador, his boas took 
umbiage. He apparently thought his 
employee was overstepping limits. 

Another veteran, George Verghese, 
tried through mie of his patrons to 
furnish assurances of his loyalty and 
devotion to Mrs Gandhi. He was 
thus appointed her Press Adviser in 
1971. Haksar disapproved of Ver- 
ghese’s reactionary rightist bias, and 
made him feel uiuvelcome. But 
having established his nearness to 
the seat of power, George used that 
vantage position to manipulate with 
the Birlas to make him editor of 
The Tmes. Having got it 

he showed up as the only Indian 
editor to have opposed Sikkim’s 
meiger with India. And yet he wai 
brazen enough to talk about an in¬ 
dependent Press add how it was 
shackled in India. He also got dis¬ 
proportionate ideas about himself 
and sought election to the Lok Sabha 
But the people in Kerala did 
not elect him during the 1977 con¬ 
test, They punished him for bis 
views about Sikkim. It may also 
have induced him to realize that 
politics was not a game to be easily 
condemned or easily played As 
Ghalib said: 

Itne na barha vdkhie daman ha 

hahkikat. 

Daman to zara dekh, zora bode kabha 

dekh, 

(Don’t flaunt your righteousness to 
•hui extent; Cast your eyes within 
and SCI' the stains on your apparel) 


Suicidal Press 

HESE were some of the 
brave apokeamen of the 
free Press. They should 
know more than Bnyone 
else that if the Preoa in 
this country ever loses its freedom, 
it will be largely due to the jouma* 
lists themselves. They have no desire 
to protect it adequately. The piesti^ 
of this noble profession was lowered 
by them, and they themselves have 
been a party to its gradual erosion. 
Journalists who cried "murder" about 
the Emergency, have not only been 
silent, but have even supported their 
proprietors to dismantle the institution 
(of Press freedom) brick by hricJi. 
Does anyone remember that mudi 
before the Emergency, Pran Chopra, 
the first Indian editor of The States¬ 
man, wgs fired by the Managing 
Director, C R. Irani. WJiy? Because 
in 1967 be had taken an independent 
view of the United Front Ministry in 
West Bengal. Chopra had refused to 
follow the line laid down by Irani. 
Docs anyone know that S. Nihal 
Singh, the present editor of The 
btalesman is a ben^dary of that 
act? Did any of bis colleagues in the 
oiganization or in the Press at large 
take up cudgels on behalf of Chopra? 
No one could have imposed a person 
like Hiianmoy Karlekar as editor ol 
llmdustan Tones in 1975. Karlekar 
has survived up till now due to his 
nimbie-iootedness. In order to keep 
his new patrons in good humour and 
save them from any criticism, Karle¬ 
kar even imposed a strict censorship 
ot his own The senior members of 
the editorial staff were not given 
proper assignments and were thus 
debarred from doing their job. This 
was pointed out in a three-page letter 
sent by five df his imnWiate sub 
oidinates on 24 September 1979. 
Again, at Irani’s behest, S. Nihal 
Singh demoted a former Political 
Correspondent of The Utatesmau, S 
Viswam, vriio was his equal. He 
posted him as a correspondent to 
Jammu in September 1976 Ihls 
turced Viswam to leave his Job m 
lisgust. How many of Viswam’s coll- 
(.agues as much as raised a finger in 
his defence? Such shouting is evident¬ 
ly I ('Served fw a different set of 
people Then why blame anyone for 
the utter contempt this community 
hits earned for itself? 

Nihal Singh's pro-west tik is known 
to all newspaper readers.. Look at his 
columns during the Congress split of 
1969. The "ohjeoivkv of this great 
paragon of dvil liberties’’ will hit 
\uu in the eye. Even after the elec- 
turate had decided the issue in 
favour of Mrs Gandhi, be continued 
in the fond hive that Mmarji Desaf 
would emerge winner. At a time 
when it was unfariiionable in the so- 
called free Indian Press to indicate 
anything that mi|d>t be favoorable to 
Mis Gandhi, a Luduunv cenrespon- 
dent of The Satamum. Hamdi B», 
predicted her vtetoty in the 1971 
inidterm poll. In anothei society, 
where Press freedom Is really valued. 




a joumali&t like thal would ha\c lK.cn 
hailed foi his sagacity and insight 
But Bey, on the contfaiy, was squecz 
cd out of the The Slatesman and was 
obliged to hnd a job with a rival 
puUication Irani has been riding 
roughshod on the editoi since 1974 
and attending media couferenevs in 
India and abroad The editor ha> 
been a silent spectator As a matter 
of fact Nihal Singh has been doing 
the same to the staff and the staff 
has been silent. So if Press freedom 
IS genuinely threatened 1 doubt if 
the staff would stand by the 

editor and the editoi by the manag 
mg director 

SponsoreeJ 
magaz ine_ 


lURlNG tin Iroergtncv 
one mdi,a/iiie whuh owed 
Its apiH arance to ofiinal 
backing \sas India loday 

_I Both V C Shukla and 

myself were keen to sponsor a jour 
nai which could highlight the positive 
aspects of life in our rountiy and 
countei the image abioad of India 
as the beggar nation with its palms 
held out for aid and pity Inis is 
what the western Press delighted m 
doing, and I ioi one always felt that 
our own Press batons or Icssei hghts 
among the journalists never display 
ed either the gumption or the vision 
of a nationally oiientcd thinking 
The “guidance ’ provided during 
those days is there foi anyone to sec 
V V Pune and his son Aiun, came 
to see me several times in early 
1975 Most ot the talking was done 
by the ialliei, who was all ptaise 
for my ’ drive and foresight” and such 
other attributes Our idea was to 
ensure the sale of their magazine In 
foreign lands 1 wrote to several ol 
our ambassadors to do wbatevei was 
possible Ibe Information and Broad 
casting Ministry helped them increase 
India ioday's urculation within the 
country 1 pointed out to the Punes 
that there was no need to concent 
rate on politiaans, bureaucrats in 
dustrialists, or the few rich Tbev 
did not comprise even a fraaion ot 
the gieat bulk that forms the bark 
bone of India It was not mj ion 
curn. which I conveyed to the Punes 
in strong and frank terms, to build 
up an Individual, a political leader oi 
a Party The concern was witb the 

a le of India in different pro- 
ins and those whose hard work 
has sustained this land through thi 
rentunes 


Then came April 1977 The 
magazine suddenly changed its tune 
and took to maligning those connect 
ed with the previous Government 
Its tirade againgt “old benefactors” 
makes a sordid tale It used voca 
bttlary about cme such friend of those 
days that would shame any man 
adhering to the prinaples of loyalty 
and gratitude, what to say of a 

S agaaiiie wfakfa owed lU very incep- 
tn to some people Acooraing to 



Yunus With tndMra Prtyadarshmi 


21 





Its new stance, the maRazioe diose 
to report that placing; authority in 
<r the hands of that person was like 
putting "pearls before swine”. Thv 
volte face and the intensity of their 
tirade had to be seen to be believed. 
In order to establish a new identity, 
the management sacked editors at 
random. Saced Naqvi was given a 
letter of appointment but the contract 
was unilaterally revoked. The pro¬ 
spects of a possiUe change after the 
announcement of the midterm poll in 
August, 1979 put Purie in the dol¬ 
drums once again. The first thing 
he did was to conduct an opinion poll 
to ascertain public reactions to the 
various Parties. That placed Mrs 
Gandhi right on top, and, perhaps, the 
Purics in a dither. 

Iliive the many champions of ihress 
fm^oni investigated how an English¬ 
man, Kevin Ranerty a stab corres¬ 
pondent of hmancuU Imes in 
London, became a consultant editor 
of the Express group? It was in the 
year of grace 1979! Morarji I)csai 
hinisell cleared the ca.se about the 
foreign exchange regulations that 
prohibit the employment of a foreign¬ 
er. And how did a total outsider to 
the profession, Arun Shourie, come to 
i>('i upy a position of influence in the 
.'iamc set-up? How foolish of those 
who remained silent over a foreigner 
or World Bank employee with no 
jOuriMlistic experience being given 
.-imior positions. Let the regime 
change, and Shourie will be away 
with a prize job in the World Bank 
onn* again. Some other organization 
patrniiued by powers that would love 
to oblige such people could do the 
same for them. And the poor 
johnnies lett behind, the reporters 
and special csirrespondents, will have 
to swallow their words. 

These crusaders are men with feel 
of clay. After all the great Ram 
Jethmalani, a lawyer, turned a quick 
buck, taking full advantage of the 
Eineigcncy by pocketing dollars in 
the United States. He oried on the 
shoulders of Uncle Sam that “dicta¬ 
torship back home is hounding me”. 
The gical authoress, Nayantara 
Sahga) got herself a fellowship at 
Radcliffe and one in Texas, and con¬ 
verted the alleged bleakness at home 
into a haven abroad. II these in¬ 
dividuals ever had the courage of 
their convictions they would have 
stayed on right here and fought. 
Murk my words. These sundry opp 
ortunists will run when a regime of 
which they arc not a part comes to 
power. Keep an eye on those World 
Bank jobs and fellowships to Cohiin 
bia. That is where you will find 
many of these champions of Press 
freedom and democrat when a 
situation arise.s in India that does 
not guarantee them a cushion behind 
their pampered backs. They have 
partners in politics too. Their heart 
is not in India. Their soul is nut in 
India. 

Some journalists are hired by 
western newspapers as their “string¬ 
ers in India”. They are paid hand¬ 
somely and at times get more than 
the salaries they get from their 
national dallies as editors or senior 


(On September 7,1976, 

I told the PM) "The time 
has come to revise the 
working of the censor¬ 
ship imposed last year." 

correspondents. Their proteges want 
similar assignments. This explains the 
unabashed pro-westernism of some 
in our Press. The honourable among 
them stand aghast. They are simply 
disgusted. 1ms system of being 
.stringers to British or American 
papers is not prevalent anywhere else 
in the world of journalism. Would 
the editor of Suadav Ttmes in Lon¬ 
don. The Guardian, or the New York 
Times ever dream of becoming a 
stringer for any newspaper in the 
world? They would regard it below 
thidr dignity. But for our men a 
M-n.«e of national honour is as far 
aw.iv us horns from the head of a 
dnnki'v ! fn .some casc.s, .it least. 

“Ambitious 

stooges" 

HE personal ambition ul 
a few leading Indian 
newspapermen has made 
them willing .stooges of 

__J anyone in power. This i.s 

responsible tor their disregard foi 
accuracy and their lack of precisian 
in reporting. It has had a disastrous 
effect un trends in journ.ilisin. This 
kind of intellectual frivnluusncs.s has 
naturally disgraced a prolus.siuu that 


once included giants in literary 
attainment. Some well-known editors, 
who served the nation front the 
bc'ginnmg of this century, were the 
guardians of free thought and mast¬ 
ers of Imld expression. TItey suffered 
fur their views, but refused to be 
intimidated. But some of those who 
followed them were out to sell their 
souls for a peg and their being for 
a leg. 

For an accurate appraisal of this, 
class, one has to meet them in small 
groups over a glass of whisky or beer 
or a cup of tea or coffee and hear 
their own accounts of one another. 
An tMlitor of a weekly when asked 
once to give his views about the 
behaviour of the journalists during 
the Emergency, replied: "I have a 
very low opinion of Indian journa¬ 
lists. Mast uf them can’t wrKe a 
straight sentence of English. A few 
of Ihem. wield facile pens, are will¬ 
ing to sell them at a price. For them 
to talk about principles and freedom 
of the Press is like a whore extolling 
the virtues of virginity. TTie Emei- 
gency provid<*d an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity to test their moral fibre Barely 
a handful made a show ot protest 
again.st rensorship Then they joined 
vocilcroiisly in the applause for what¬ 
ever wa.s taking place'. Examples can 
be had by the dozen. See Sham LaTt' 
editorials lauding the Emergency 
during the Emergency and denounc¬ 
ing it immediately after it was lifted; 
Hirunniov Karlekar’s use of The 
UrndusUm Times as the Emergency 
moiithpiere and then its somersault, 
This new.spapcr became the spokes¬ 
man of the Janata Party, and began 
to wax eloquent over the excesses of 
the Emergency! Even The IwUttU 
lUpresit. the .self-prociaiined champion 
of freedom of the Press, had knuckl¬ 
ed under B D. Goenka, while Kuldip 
Nayar approached me for a settte- 
nieiH with the Government. Ajit 
Bhuttaeharjet'. offered his services to 
Maueka Gandhi's Sttrya magazine. So 





the nicest things in life 
ate sweet 

the sweetest things 
cfMne from KISSAN 



Things like Kissan jams An irrosi 
stiblo range of fruit flavours to make 
a lot of things more enjoyable more 
inviting Want your family to enjoy 
what they eat ? Tiy spreading some 
sweetness the Kissan way Rich in 
vitamins and nutrients, brimming 
with energy Only handpicked 
season-fresh fruits give their goodness 
to Kissan jams What a delectable way 
to start tho day Or continue it 


Tht) Kissan Range 

Mixed fruit, pineapple 
strawberry raspberry 
mango apple apricot 
Goldenmist oranqe 
marmalade and guava jelly 


Ki^an 
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did Chandul Sarkar As fw tlie 
acrobatics of Ruasi Karaajia of Bite 
and Ayub Syed of the CiHTCnt — all 
one can do is to marvel at tiwir 
ability ” 

What was the rest of the tribe 
Uke^ A foreign correspondent 
stationed in Delhi during 1976 gave 
expression to some harsh home truths 
about "the utterly useless bunch ol 
fndian journalists" According to 
another local observer, "the lei^ing 
wiMthcrcodcs of this dan bad master 
ed the art of singing the praises of 
those in power and maligning the 
i<ill<n’ They had no hesitation to 
iiio\< m and out of the houses of 
power disclaiming past loyalties 
and foiming new ones Even the 
sedf pi o< Iniined crusaders of the un 
derdogs the communists, didn’t lag 
Ih hind There was the editor of 
then weekly fiom Delhi He had 
be in known to me for many years 
III oidir to show his informality he 
would often drop in foi breakfast 
Rut he forgot his friendly feelings 
aftii the change His papci earned 

I most tendentious rc'port about me 
blit on encountering me in a friend’s 
hotisi he apologired and offered to 
(onect the false story earned in the 

II ig i/iiii it was done in my 
ihsiiuL he said So much foi iis 
poiisibh jouinalisni' None of his 
ilhir (oiiiiadc^ who would invari 
ibly Kill to im* as “oui Yunus,’ 
»vi 1 thi past 25 years, had the guts 
to contact me after March 1977 lake 
snaki s In a garden, they changed 
till II skin or their feelings with the 
SI asons Oddly enough it was the 
likes ut him who condemned Mrs 
(•aiidhi foi letting polities affect per 
anial II lationships and vice versa, 

Madras Press 
conf erence 

IHF peculianties and the 
iiiodus opcrandi of these 
journalists to attain post 
tions or lecognition have 

_been truely ama/ing 1 

had personal expciience of this after 
a lively Press conference in Madras 
on 12 November 197b All manner 
of questions had been asked and i 
had replied freely, frankly and with 
humour They asked im.' tor my 
views on democracy 1 had not 
changed them just because we bad 
gone in tor a temporary period «l 
discipline I told them, and 1 bebeve 
this I vaiul^ democracy not because 
It is practised by England or America 
Ol Trance but because it is an idoal 
way of hte Our adherence to it is 
based on a firm belief that the demo- 
cidtic system alone could keep a 
nation like India united and wedded 
to the path of scKiahsm and secula 
lism Other systems have shown 
their faults and futility Even the 
, so called democracies bad erred a lot 
I ngland lorded it over others merci 
Icssly for ovei a century The Amei i 
can electorate tolerated their Govern 
iiients brutalities fa Vietnam trance 


similarly aullied her hands in Algeria, 
ikhile Germany is too fresh a recruit 
to boast about any worthwhile links 
with democracy When I said all 
this an American jouinahst asked 
me why I only criticized the Western 
Press and said nothing against the 
Communist media 1 retorted. “I 
only load the western newspapers 1 
dont know what is published in the 
Soviet Union oi the Fast European 
press I don t even know what they 
look like You tell me if they 
publish anything anti Indian and 1 
pioiiiise to fix them” There was a 
burst ot laughter This prompted me 


Yuntis av a young man 


to explain what exactly Irritated us 
about Western media—the false ttaa 
biased reports that were a constant 
theme with them. "We resent your 
bossism, your bias, and your arro¬ 
gance You are fiec to find fauHi 
with us, but don't forget your own 
misdiHds," I told the membm of fhe 
(uicign Press on that cKxasion I ntd 
them that we were not only familiar 
with thrir pattein of hie but cberith- 
ed many of the same values We bad 
rc'spect for Washington, Jeffierson and 
I mcoln, but not for Nixon or Ford. 
M<iny good Americans felt the same 
w IV So why blame u$7 I reminded 



Raghuramatah reacted (to the proposal for a new Press 
Club) with unctous slavishness. Not only did he seek 
confirmation in his typical style whether the PM had 
cleared it, but added, "'Brother, why not ask Sanjayji 
also?" It shocked me and I asked, "What has he got to 
do with the Press Club ? Please do not involve him in 
such matters unnecessarily". 


tbem about what Jawaharlal Nehru 
had aaid as early aa ia October 1928: 
“H's not Enalaiid that is our enemy. 
It is imperialism, and where imperia¬ 
lism is, there we cannot wiilingiy 
remain". 

To my utter surprise and anguish, 
1 learnt a little later that Khushwant 
Singh, the ex-editor of Illustrated 
WoeWp of Jadio. sent a tape of my 
Press conference to the Prime Minist¬ 
er with a note saying. "Your envoy 
Ls known for his abusive language. 
The tape would convince you of the 
great harm he is doing to Indo- 
Amerlran and Indo-British relations". 
Ilis wife, daughter and son had urged 
lihn against it, but be passed on tbe 
tape without even bothering to listen 
to it hioiself. There were no abuses 
in that hour long tape. Because of 
the way he put it, he obliged Mr* 
Gandhi to hear it and to And out that 
I bad artualiy abused no one. 

National 
Herald _ 

Y greatest disillusion 
ment with a journalist 
relates to the conduct of 
M Chaiapalhi Rau, editor 
of Nehru’s pa^r the 
Natumal fiornld 1 first met M. C., 
a» he is popularly known, many years 
ago and was quite taken in by him 
But my formal association with the 
NerioHal Herald, beginning in 1974, 
provided a different expeiieaoe. First, 
the background. The Notwaoi 
Herald’x Delhi edition had falM mia- 
eiabl) to Gompi>te with the well- 
established ■ national dailies in the 
Capital It was spoonfed for over ten 
yeai.s but no serious effort was made 
In increase Ms circulation. It was 
merely kept going by a txmstant 
injection of finance, but no attempt 
was made to make it readable It 
was insipid and offered no stimula¬ 
tion It was the editorial staff which 
was mainly responsible for this. I 
doubt If the Editor could give any 
valid reason for the drculation not 
picking up, except his iodilNrencc 
and ego. He couid not compel the 
reader to regard Us troah as a trea¬ 
sure. No one wanted to look at the 
paper save he himaelf and hit lew 
friends. And for that only, it teema, 
it had to be brought out year after 
year. It is amasiog that a Party in 
76 


power should have allowed their 
main publicity organ to remain so 
ineffective. Several Congress Mi¬ 
nisters in the Cabinet did not bother 
to interest themselves in the matter. 
They were not even aware of the fact 
that the paper h^ a Delhi edition. 
One so-called Party stalwart. Dr 
Karan Singh, expressed total surprise 
that the Notional Herald possessed 
.such an impressive building in Delhi! 
And yet, they talked big about 
organisation and inner Party func¬ 
tioning. 

Iho Delhi edition of the Natumal 
ilf^uld had been incurring losses 
for over a decade After 1 took over 
as managing director of the AsscKta- 
ted Journals of India, 1 felt that Ms 
cxmtinui-d jmbliration would endan¬ 
ger the main institution that was 
bringing out English, Hindi and 
Urdu dailte.s from Lucknow. The 
rhaiiinan and the solitary director 
lolt behind were in complete agree¬ 
ment with this decision. The Luck¬ 
now issues were profM-making, but 
they cuuM not afford to pay for the 
I 08 .VCS incurred at Delhi. It was also 
felt that the temporary closure c,f 
the Delhi edition would help us dis- 
card some of the most incompetent 
editorial staff that one could find 
anywhere. They bad proved their 
rollectivr inaUlity to make a papei 
click. Most of them were ridiculed 
by their opposite numbers in othei 
newspapers. But instead of aa-ept- 
iiig his responsibility and managing 
the paper as a totality, as an editoi 
must do, M.C.'s only aim seemed to 
be to have bis editorials sec the light 
of day. He would not let anyone 
else give the paper a facelift H< 
kept relying on outdated journali.sin 
He was averse even to technical im¬ 
provements or changes in the layout 
of the paper. 

But my-tirst real shock had come 
wiion M.C fell ill ia 1976i. llie man¬ 
agement engaged a lulHime nurse 
to look after him in a Nursing Home. 
The entire cost of his treatment, and 
lotei bis air passage to Hyderabad, 
where arrangements were made for 
him tv recoup in a State Guest House 
were incurred on his behalf. He did not 
utter a word of thanks for that tare 
But when there was a delay of two 
(lays in the payment of his pension 
in early 1977, he wrote a nasty let¬ 
ter to the chairman! Then there 
was the most impressive function 
held on 30 June 1976 in the Nehru 
Memorial Library to celebrate M.C.'s 


30-year association wMh Nattamu 
Herald. It was presided over by 
Mrs Gandbi. Muiisters, legislators, 
jouinalists and other leading men 
were there in large numbers. An 
tixpi'nsivc gift was also presented to 
him as a memento. A leading jour¬ 
nalist came up to me soon afterwards 
and said, "Only Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
paper could arrange such a grand 
Liivwcll for a Retiring editor”, 
hvi'rybody thought he would rebn- 
quLsh charge at least then from a 
paper that had failed to capture 
popular imagination, and was incurr¬ 
ing losses. But M. C. wished to 
prove everyone wrong. 

Even his failing health did not deter 
liim from continuing to do a bad 
job. He used to talk about the 
many occasions when be had wan- 
tiMl to resign. But 1 mysell am 
aware of only one occasion when he 
did .si-nd in his resignation, and it 
was accepted. What did this great 
warrior do then? He wrote to Mrs 
Gandhi : “Why is the management 
m such haste to get rid ot me ?" 
Yet. in his swan song he described 
his going out as "Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
.second tTcmation". He had evident¬ 
ly forgotten Nehru’s own assessment 
in the Fifties when he said that 
"M.C. bad exhausted his utility be¬ 
fore the dawn of independence". 
There was nothing high-.soundiiig 
about the fuss that M.C made when 
he was finally relieved in August 
1978. Nor about the hue and cry 
cdilicr to get his gratuity, provideni 
fund, and other dues totalling over 
Rs 1,25,000 He had prided him¬ 
self on taking a low salary — which 
paper would have paid him more, I 
wonder — but when he knew he 
had to leave, all his Idealism fell 
away fast He demanded that his 
salary be paid to him in the 
torm ot a life pension, that bis 
transport be taken care of. his tele¬ 
phone and clerical staff retained, 
and part of his residential expenses 
shariM] by the management. Ail this, 
and to be retaint>d as an editor in 
chief ! Thus the one person respon 
sible fur the failure of the National 
Herald got away with a fortune, 
while the parent body was facing 
eclipse I 1 don’t think he cared. 

SUNDAY, in its Issue of 27 August 
1978, published an article about the 
relatiunship between the HorokPs 
management and the editorial staff. 
It asserted that the onl^ legitimate 
grievance of owners against the edi¬ 
tors, who hung on to their jobs, was 
their inability to increase drculation, 
but that K was rarely the actual 
reason. The author therefore, blam¬ 
ed the Herald’s management for 
sacking M C unjustly. I can say 
with a full sense of responsibilHv 
that in the rase of M.C. that was 
the only reason. Except for Haryana 
and the Punjab, where the village 
panchayats or petrol pumps purchas¬ 
ed a few thousand copies, the nev^ 
paper’s Delhi edition could not claim 
a drculation ot more than 2,500 
copies. Could such incompetence 
have been tolerated elsrahre ? 
Such an editor shouM have been 
thrown out ages ago. ■ 
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ELECTIOIM SPECIAL 


Issues and personalities 


West Bengal 

The Left Front: In front 
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TWO vfry in- 
VBreftiDg letters 
tppeared recent¬ 
ly in the ‘ I-et 
ters to the Edi 
tor' column of a 
leading Calcutta 
newspaper One of 
these suggested in 
elusion of a column 
papers where a voter 
can record hu rejection of ail the 
candidatea seelung election Another 
felt the money spent on bolding 
electioiis at frequent intervals oouM 
be used more probtabb to meei more 
urgent needs like food, medione, 
education and shelter. 

What these letters plainly suggest 
is that there is a widapread feehng 
in West Beujgal that none of the 
politKal Parties or individuals con do 


very much to gather the support of 
the voters. This has been 

caused by the poliucal leaders them¬ 
selves—bv their somersauiu, horse¬ 
trading, and unpnnapled aliiances 
that have finally forced the midterm 
poll on the country. 


The key concern m the fartbcMu 
ing elections m West Bengal for both 
the voters and piditical Partiea, must, 
therefore, aeceasarily be atabthty. 
All the political Partiea are sure to 
make stabiUty their mau campaign 
slogan to provoke the ^ectorate into 
making a choice and dissuade them 
agamst the dangerous notion that 
elMtions are exerdsas in futility 
The Party or the group moat Ukely 
to succeed in tlw cMlicm is the one 
which can sucaossfuUy hold out the 
hope of forming a durahle govern¬ 
ment 

As for the mavende voters of West 
Bengal, they are ewaUe of acting 
with vengeance and determination. 
The resuns of two Assembly eke- 
Hons held in 1972 and 1977 devly 
bear this out In both these elec¬ 
tions the verdict has been dear and 
decisive, which underlines are fact that 
the general opmion among the voters 
in West Bengal, following Hie failure 
of three sucosssivc experiments with 
coalition Govemments m 1967, 1969 
and 1971, has been mcreasingly shift- 
iag in favour of more durable ad- 
nunistratiwi rbere is no reason to 
bebeve that the tread will bo any 
different this time For the electo¬ 
rate this year, however, the choice u 
an Uttosuaily difficult one In the 
three previous parliamentary elec- 
tkms tae issues were clear cut and 
responses automatiCi In 1967 it was 




food; law and order was the major 
concern in 1972, in 1977 it was the 
Emergency and its excesses 

This year, in the absence of any 
clearly defined issue, the voters wiU 
be required to apply their minds to 
a number of factors affecting them 
before making their choice. This will 
mean going through a more compU 
cated thought process than ever be 
tore. The task has been made doub¬ 
ly difficult by the political texture 
West Bengal wdiich is distinctly 
different from the rest of the coun¬ 
try, barring of course the State ot 
Tripura. Neither the pohtical equa 
bons nor the issues likely to influence 
the course of the elections m the rest 
of the country have much validity 
in West BengaL 

For example, two major polibral 
forces in the North—^the Janata and 
the Janata (S)—are hardly of any 
consequence in West Bengal Neither 
the RSS nor Jana Sangh has any signi- 
hcant political base Obviously, the 
battle lines in West Bengal must 
necessarily be different And m 
determining them, ideological con- 
sideratioas will certainly have a big 
role to play. 

A process of polarisation amonfl the 
voters on illogical lines has been 
under way for quite some time now 



It bas readied a stage iriiere the 
Left and non-Left Parties appear to 
be evenly matdied, at lenat on paper. 
One positive proof ot thia is ue re¬ 
sults of 1977 Assembly election. In 
that election, the Left Parties, in- 
cludmg the CPI and the CPI(ML) put 
together, secured just about 50 per 
cent of the votes against about 45 
per c«it claimed by the Congresr 
and the Janata. Of about five per 
cent secured by the independents, 
the bulk was for auH-Left candidates 

Tom between conflicting options, 
the electorate this year will perhaps 
be required to decide what they fear 
more—^the authontarian retime ot 
the Emergenor type or yet another 
expenment with a coalition govern 
meat this time at the Centre, or 
another ^11 of political instability 

Two other issues, one relating to 
the efficieocy of the rubng lioft Front 
Government and other pertaining to 
bread and butler for the common 
man, appear to have touched the raw 
nerves of the electorate already. 
When the Left Front came to power 
two years ago, the general expects 
Uon was that it would be business¬ 
like and able to offer a competent 
and effioent administration to the 
State However, much of this belief 
appears to have been eroded mainly 
because of the Front’s failure to 
show competence and effidency in 
the management of two very vital 
sectors—power and education It 
may not be easy for g sechon of them 
to forget the long spells of load¬ 
shedding or the in^ in which the 
education bos been driven to for 
solely obliging Parly cadres and 
followers bv offering them places in 
the administration of the schools and 
colleges 

The other issue—that of bread and 
butter—is also very much in focus 
vnth prices of consumer articles 
rapidly rising Housewives are deeply 
distressed, and tbit k si g n M e an t 
enough be c a n ae women constitute 
more than 35 per cent of the voters 
The impression that is gaining ground 
is that with a HWe more competence 
the praoent Government can arrest 
the price-hike oonsMerablv. Onlv if 
it could reduce hoarding, prices 
would have had fallen. Any erosion 
of support on this count, bcwvever is 
likeh* to be more than compensated 
bv the gratitude that the Left Front 
appears to have earned from a large 
segment of the rural popnlaHon 
covered by the food-fbr-work pro¬ 
gramme Although the food (2 kas 
of wheat) that Hw Left ffirmit dolea 
out to tne rural wafo-eanera. nuM 
of whom ronain jobleas half of the 
year, under the programme ia anp- 
plwd by the Central Government, the 
goodwill accrues solely to the Left 
Front And these peoiM (the target 
IS to reach 25 millioo people through 
a network of 56,000 panenayott) can 
become a decUve factor if the elec¬ 
tion this year turns ont to be a 
keenhi contested affair. 




As the campsign gets onder way, 
more issues are likely to demand 
attenbon. The CPl(M>domuiated 
Left Fnmt will c»rtain|y gear up its 
efforts to project itself as the only 
poUbcal force free from sudi bour¬ 
geois vices as dissent, defections 
and doubledealing, and thus eminent¬ 
ly equipped to offer a solid and stable 
alternative to the chaos and disorder 
others would leave the State in. At 
the same time it will also seek to 
higbli^t the good deeds dime dur¬ 
ing last two years. 

The rival non-Left Parties, on the 
other bawl will again, pi^ictaUy, 
try to bring out the shortoonungs of 
the Front. In doing so, they are 
certain to rake up the law and order 
issue, although it is not an explosive 
enough issue at the moment. Neither 
are the non-Left Parties likely to make 
any serious dent among a vefTy im¬ 
portant segment of the Left Front 
base—the refugees—by raking up 
the Marichjbapi episode. Neverthe¬ 
less, they are going to try. 

Finally, every election, no matter 
how predictable it is, produces its 
sleeper issues. This year, amidst all 
the exiiected talk about iuflabon, the 
fight against communalism and 
authoritarianism, the breakdown of 
law and order and the political un¬ 
certainty, the sleeper issue can very 
well turn out to be Centre-State re¬ 
lations. The issue is going to engage 
omsiderable attention of the eieefo- 
rate as the Front aggressively pur 
-sues its demand for redefining the 
relationship, especially the economic 
relationship. For the Front it is as 
much of an escape batdi through 
which it can wriggle out of diffiailt 
situations as a tool for future con¬ 
frontations with the Centre. Behind 
the cover of this issue the Fiont can 
hide many a skeleton in its cupboard 
and explain away many of Its short¬ 
comings a.s unavoidable under the. 
circumstances. 

Before the voters finally queue up 
before the booths in January , the 
debate among tbe ccojMsding rivals 
will no doubt intenidiv even more, 
diuming up quite a fat of muck and 
mud as also new issues and proposi¬ 
tions. Tbe electorate is expected to 
look clearly beyond tbe haze and ex¬ 
ercise their n^nchise judiciously. 
And vote ludidously they win. 

And, since elections are essential^ 
a matter involving people, personab- 
bes will certainly have some bearing 
on the dedstons of the voters. 

Of all the political Parties in West 
Bengal, the CPI(M) which is the main 
consbtuent of the ruling Left Front, 
is least dependent on personalities. 
It has a strong organisational base 
with a hard core of some 35.000 enlis¬ 
ted members. However, the organisa- 
bon has. over the years, come to be 
identified with PDG, as Party secre¬ 
tary Promode Oasgupta is affectiona¬ 
tely known. Slight and wiry, his only 
interest other than the Party are foot¬ 
ball and crideet He will be tost in a 
crowd and hardly conforms to the po¬ 
pular image of a glamourous leader. 
Yet, the tarahies of the CPI<M) cad¬ 
res to the Party have become synony¬ 


mous wih loyalty to PDG. More perce¬ 
ptible is the influence of the Chief 
Minister Jyoti Basu. For, he is what 
a large section of the Bengali middle 
class admire. Rich, educated, debona¬ 
ir. and bhadrolok. Also, his years in 
the Opposition have made him a sym¬ 
bol of Bengali defiance. 

One other person who can match 
Basu in image and influence is septua- 
generian Prafulla Chandra Sen. a 
former Chief Minister and now a 
Janata Party leader. Even Sanjay 
Gandhi grudgingly conceded to some 
of his confidants that Sen seemed to 
have some emotional appeal in West 
Bengal. His appeal is in his simpli¬ 
city, frugal living, and above all a 
deep commitment to Gandhian ways 
and means. The images of Basu and 
Sen present a study m contrast. .Per¬ 
haps, that is why Sen appeals more to 
tbe older generation while Basu carri¬ 
es more weight with the younger sec¬ 
tion of voters. But, Basu has one dis¬ 
tinct advantage. He has a vast machi¬ 
nery to encash his influence. Sen 
tacks this. So his appeal is likely to 
be less meaningful. Technically closer 
to fia-u io upbringing is ex-Chief 
Mini.st(>r Sidhartha Sankar Ray. Also 
a well dressed foreign educated Beng¬ 
ali bhadrolok, who has libcrallv cash¬ 
ed in on his illustrious family back 
ground. But hi.s integrity and credibi¬ 
lity with the public have been severe¬ 
ly damaged by his active promotion of 
the Emergency, subsequent ditching 
of Mrs Gandhi and current pragmatic 
atfemiKs to re-enter the Congress (I). 

The rest of the West Bengal leaders 
have limited individual influence. 
Even Barkat Gani Khan, the WBPCC 
(I) President whom Sanjay considers 
{I mass leader (based on the argu¬ 
ment that sina' the margin ot 36.000 
votes by which Khan defeated his 
nearest rival in the last Assembly 


election was the second heat to thi 
margin of 39,000 votes % wriim 
Basu won) is at best a regional leaffaC 
He certainly has some hifhiencs to 
the northern district of Malda, iMf]^ 
it is hard to visualise him swayiag' 
voters all over tbe State. Coltocbyor 
ly. with other Muslim leaden in big 
Congress (I) like Abdus Sattar iin> 
will have some impact on MuUm v«i-‘ 
ters who constitute about 53 per cent 
of the electorate. But that is'all. 

So also %vith Party secretary Subro- 
to Mukherjee. who once liad « 
substantial following among the yotob 
and students but does not appear to, 
have that hold now. , “ 

As a matter of fact, the Congrato. 
(f) in West Bengal, depends aoltfy 
on Indira Gandhi to earn votes for Hto 
Party. She continues to be an impqp- 
taut influence on the voters. In Ite; 
tost few months her image appeart 
to be showing signs of improvemeito' 
The disintegration of the Janata Pai^ 
ty has led many non-Communists to 
We.st Bengal to look to her for 
lity. Apart from Indira Gandhi, the 
other national leader who can be aiM 
to have any significant influence over 
the electorate in West Bengal is Jaff- 
jivan Ram. More than 10 per cent Si 
the voters in this State belong to thq 
backward class. Here Babuji can bo 
effective. Besides, he has spent • 
number of years in Calcutta and haa 
among his friends quitq a few influen¬ 
tial persons who can earn Babuji • 
few more votes other than that of the 
Harijans. 

Thr personality bank the Congress 
ran draw on in the State are Saugata 
Roy and Priyaranjan Das Mumdii 
Rot the current appeal of both St 
them i.s rather faded, despite their 
\oiiih, 

TOOSHAR PANDIT 


Predictions 


SHAUKAT ALt KHAN, one of our readers from Gorakhpur, fhtfobosbl^l 
predletton to offer about tha resuKeof the forthcoming Lok Sahha etoMioitos^^ j 
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Focus 


TmlNadu 

MGR^ latest bedfellow, 
courtesy Cho 



1HAT the uaex* 
pected alliBnce 
between the AlA* 
DMK and Janata in 
Tamil Nadu wasn't 
at all a sudden, 
spontaneous act is 
well'linown, but 
who could have 
brought together 
the two political Parlies which used 
to he sworn enemies at the State 
level? Certainly not P Raraacfaan- 
dran,. the ex-Minister U be had hia 
way, be would’ve seduced bu Party 
workers to jora the DMKrCoagress 
(I) alk Jce He’s on record at haw 
ing declared that the Emergency is 
a non-issue in this eiecdoo, «ad wlmt 
matters is the strategy adinfMod to 
defeat the Lok Dak 
b It possihle that Cho Ramaawmny 
popnlar comediaa, editor of a aatirk 
cal Tamil fortnightly Tbaglak and a 
persoiul fnead of Morarji DtsaL 
iua^ped into active politics and 
swayed hK3t into alignba wtih the 
lanata? b it posaibb that ^ 
though not a card-hoUiag n a tmh et 
•f the Party, toyed with thu Mea 
sMoe Us (ftaaoe moctnig wtth MGR 
on a Uadraa-Delhi fUght a few weeka 
after tha Jane Thaaiin'ttr nar l iansan 
taiy cbction? The conMOian and 
snaentar, MGR did Uun « warn 
rehtionilnp eddb worluag in aevcral 
snocuMal Tamil Urns dartaf Ac 
Statiea and early Scventba and oven 
OMMlh Cho has crttidaed MGR la 
IRngufc. ho has never haiitam to 
app l ond MGR’s efaru to ant «p « 
••cor rup tion frac reiiaK^ 

Wlun tramv^ he twee n the «wo 
daring the hnn r - l ong bgbi to 0^ 
(Cho was on hh way to iaipnr to 
shnnt a TanA Ifaa) » not reveabi. 
Rot the AlASMK grapevine aays 
that Cho improaiod npoa MGR that 
he shonMat he aatbded with petty 
rcgboal poitlCB— that wouM be Kara- 
nmMri's dhnvhdatic gwne, that 
MGR ahanM he aomcthiag mofn thmi 
a mere Dravidiaa here; that he 
sheaM hrina Taaail Nadu huo the 
aaiiMNd pwticri acme la • Ugier 
war. the aag wdkt a hb MGRTr's 
M eved, gave a gaheat hearfag to 
Cho. Appmeathr, aalike awN of 
Che’s adraam, hi took Cho rather 
mUmrior. lie didn’t ohiect sAcn 
Cho ceaMMated that Mn GaadM b a 
highly uadearadabb, mercanal dm. 
racier. U she couid gfat wMi Kara- 


Ifgg and hava 
. r ad ei y aadhad la ItW aadahar an 
apabos gaam srfiDcv* 
eenW do the 


atterb a 


SUn 



There oonM’ve been no teOc of aa 
eUience with the Jeaete Just thca ea 
the bickeriags w that Party hadB*t 
beconw very serloas and the two 
parted company at Delhi with a pre¬ 
mise to Bieet after a few «ys 
Meaawhtte, Cho hi hb editoriab and 

K hUc BMCtiags had been aaUag 
«R to free aimaatf from Mrs Gan¬ 
dhi. All Odef Mlnistera are nswer- 
Ab 10 their passmen, he had once 
lemarked, bat M^ b oaw CM sAo 
can coausaad a Wind faRowfng tad 
hence it sheukbit ha a p rohbm far 
him to get hb Pnty to e ndo rs e hb 
break from Mn Gmhi. Bat MGR, as 
everybody knows, is carsod with an 
iadeasive temperament and thaugh 
he seeaied to he smoaro m hia sup¬ 
port to the Oesai regima, ia Angnri. 
as the Party crisb threatened the 
Desai miniatry, he coaMn’t rasiit Ao 
temptation of ooo^tiag Ac iaviA 
tion by Cabman Stigh m hava two 
AlADMK ministers in tte then 
Janata (S) Cabaet Wrote Cho’a 
Thtviah . "Chaiatt Smgh’a mvRntba 
had kimUed hopes m many AlADMK 
MPs Aat it was a rare opportunity 
ta share Ac spoib of power. M the 
AlADMK pariiamenary party anal 
tog hrid at a dly hotel oa July 30 
maaAer after member expretsad hn 



desire to accept the mvitalioa. Hb' 
line of argument was : What JUmi; 
(their mentor) could not achieve aadj 
what Kalaignar (Karuaanidbi) couhtf 
not succeed in (shoring the peweif: 
at the Centre had come m a hoan te' 
MGR Apparently MGR was plcaseB 
with the argument” 

But even Aen, as tm> Janata bad' 
CIS Vajpayee, Subramamam Swaatp 
and Ravmdra Varma hew down A 
Madias after Cho had a te top han te 
«.ouveisatioo wiA Jagjivan Bam aaf 
held parleys with MGR for tUto 
hours, he seemed to have aruculatai 
bis admiration for Mmarji Deaa) 
and his displeasure at Mn Gandhi’a 
bebavKHir Jitei the Hunjavur apt. 
sode But smee Parliament was 
suddenly dissolved, MGR continued 
bis support to the caretaker miabtiy 
headed by Charan Singh. 

Meanwhile, hectic bargaining was 
gomg on in Ae Stnta and tnoMih 
MGR did want to contume bis oM 
alliance wiA the Coagreai (D. ha wah 
snubbed Iff Mrs Gandhi uAo t 
Karunankthi’s overtures. Ai 
to reliahie sources, Morarji 
aid Chaadrashritbar then aui 
Cho to contact and taA 

Ae matter of sHiaata wfA 

JsaaA Cho mnst have _ 

MGR that Ae JaaaA ia Tamfl MaAl 
isn’t a negligiMe ferca at all : Ih 
fact, itt tie Assembly decttoBi, it 
poUml just two per cent lam vaua 
Aan Mn Gandhra party. 

When aAad af hb role A jAfp i 
Ab alliaacc, Cho told SUMUkYt 
"It's no more secret... lt‘a traa I ili 
make soaw atteaAta. Bo wa v ar, A 
Ab stage Pd rathmr Aooaa aai A 
deny ar coaSnn. Bat. it b aqr fbA 
mg Aat MGR OB hb own 
Aat Mrs Gaadhi amUat ha „ 
any further i abo feat Aai 
Gaadhi and Kamaaaidhi 
to belalt the AXAOMK Iff lagAf A 
the Jaaau fey trtHaf tkalArtT totoA 
ers Aat Ae TaadI Mada JaaaA* to 
aoAtog hat Ac aU fiaaiaral OaB« 
gnus. Bacauae M Aa dadlba auMI 
taken fey Ae naAmri JlMU iMmaa, 
An sdhmae ftospad aM It was bach 
dad that the Janata waaR hm 
thing to do aKhar wfeh An 
(D or aor other Party 
linka WIA At fomtrr 

Of coana, evaa as MA aa OAohat 
5, MGR was Mgdag wlA Aa Mh at 
ropAg A Ae Lok Dal and Aa 
muabi patitea wlA tha aMaa . 
had formed wlA Ae Jaaata, hat 
Janata warken were resMAg Aa 
move. For, Ae JamaU Party had 
asked for at least IS aeab cat af Ae 
40. theudh MGR waaktot A Art 
geaerous A coBce da so aumy aaab. 
Hic ParW a ee m ed to A ho^ far 
at least 10 seats IA fact that Ala 
Painore aA Atbiavaai MutA conti 
nued in tA caretaker Govenuamt, 
even after MGR's pon-aUiaaoe wiA 
Ae Janata, didn’t upset Ae weal 
Party workers Said one at them : 
"MajA MGR fcan Aat tA poll may 
A positpo^ Till Aea, by havtag 
two Mtaisten to Ae Charm Ami 
CaWnoi, A’d At •««» attnettm ^ 
Ac iataiaeta at Taadl Kata” 
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Only Vimal has mastered 
the art of the exclusive suiting 
wedding suit lengths, 
Terex HE»HE, Herr Mode. 
Orient Silk and others. 

In qualities that wear well 
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From India s most modern textile plant 






issa 


It's time to get organised 



them lut a 


the Lok Dal artikli u ia power in tte 
State, none Mcobto project iti ideas 
or personalities in moper perfective. 
The Lok Dal, whidi till reoeittiy was 
known as the Janata Party, received 
a setback wMi the d^ectwn of SB 
nmmbers. However, Rootray’s Lcdi 
Del Govemawnt has not heM reduc¬ 
ed to a minority. It u virtually a mie- 
rnan show and everytiuns centres 
around him, and by implication, BUu 
Patnaik. 


IN Orissa. aD the 
contendina Paarties 
for the ensuing Lok 
Sahha polls are de- 
ftnitely not in good 
shape. None of the 
Parties has a sohd 
rural base and their 
workers are mostly 
floating ones None 
cadre and excepting 


In Oe 



The Congress (1) is demoralised to 
Buth an extent that it may even fail 
to cash in on Mrs Indira Gandhi’s n.- 
gained popularity- It does not have 
sufllcient workers and will have to 
depend on mercenaries which has in- 
vanabty proved comiter productive 
Besides, the Congress (1) lacks in 
proper leodertiiip. There is no one 
who can mohihse the election machi- 
neiy on the State level Apart front 
Mr J. B Patnaik and Mr Ram Chan¬ 
dra Rath, the two leaders who realty 
matter, others are unwilling to con¬ 
test from their orupnal constituencies. 
Most of them ban lost contact witii 
their constituencies after tiw 1977 de¬ 
bacle and everything will depend on 
how swtftiv th^ can mobiliBe their 
resources to face the mid-terra elec¬ 
tions. 

The Janata Party is in the worst 


shape. They too have leadershtp pro¬ 
blems. Mrs Nandini Satpatfay's exper- 
irnoe in electioneering cna prove to 
be a valuable asset but she does not 
seem to be interested in the JanMa 
Party. At tiie moment, she is bnm 
with 0 niimher of ‘vigilaaoe’ coses fil¬ 
ed against her under the Prevention 
of Corruption Act. 

The said about the Left Par¬ 
ties, the better. None of them is m a 
position to win a Lok SaMu seat in¬ 
dependently. In 1971 a CPI candidate 
Mr Dntfflcnshna Panday was elected 
to the Lok Sabha from Btuuuanagar 
with Congress sumrt. In 1977. a 
Cn(M) candidate Mr Shivaji Patnaik 
won the Bhubaneswar seat with 
Janata support. The influence of Hk 
L eft is only limited to small pocketa. 

SWARUP JENA 



The Party in power always tints 
at a disadvantage and so it has happ¬ 
ened with the Lok Dal m Onssa. How 
far their MLAs and Party werhars 
will he able to mobibae their leaour- 
ees during the oommg days depends 
•n infUvMUial capehtbttes. 
how far the field workers of tiw oUes 
oDoperate u tataUy nependont on 
dreumatanoes. 

The Coj^is it in a hoptieas state. 
Same {ndteMnal leaders asay ha able 
9* Mtefie tame funds forthemsehus 
M the Purty as auch has very 1I& 
fifsanm: nar daes it have a ca^ Aa 
have anhr five MLAs left in the 
Aaaemhte after the 1979 tpht, meat 
of tin Cmgram n n u rii M is s win have 
ft immi i cm gfiUte or wwhan of 
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^>ot report 


Uttar Pradesh 

The electorate is still undecided 



IN UP the elecdos 
fever is slowly io- 
fecting all the poli- 
Utal Pjfirtiei bat 
52* the electorate. 
^ Janata and 
the i^k Dal have 
started theii 

election campaign 
with rallies and 
public meetings. But the Congress 
(1) is still strangely silent. Its work¬ 
ers are yet to get down to serious 
electioneering though Mrs Gandhi 
has already toured this State once. 

Atai Behari Vajpayee addressed a 
rally at Begum Hazrat Mahal Park 
is Lucknow. Raj Narain later add¬ 
ressed a public meetiug at the same 
venue. Vajpayee’s address centred 
around his Party's achievements 
while Raj Narain attacked the fana- 
tadsm prevailing among mullas and 


pundits. Chaodrashekhar and Jag- 
iivan Ram also addressed rallies in 
Lucknow, the former at Jbandewala 
Park and the latter at the Begum 
Hazrat Mahal Park. The Janata lea¬ 
ders have also toured other districts 
of UP. Among the Lok Dal leaders, 
Raj Narain is the busiest campaigner; 
he has already addressed a number 
of public meetings alt over the 
State. Jagjivan Ram’s performance 
at Lucknow was not. however, one 
of his best. 

The Jana Sangh and RSS elements 
in the Janata Party are bent on dis¬ 
rupting every meeting or rally orga¬ 
nised by the Lok DaL Cbaran Sinitb 
and Raj Narain appear to he their 
main targets. Till the time of writ¬ 
ing, election campaigns have been 
limited to urban areas. Both the 
Janata and the Congress (1), who 
claim to represent the urbM upper 
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and middle clasws. ttuofc that the 
electorate is favourably diqioaad to¬ 
wards them. When the electioa 
campaign reaches the villages soaUf 
time in the third week at Novaaher, 
one can expect a clearer pkture hh 
emerife. 

Indira Gandhi, Charan Singh, Raj 
Narain, Cbandrasbeklua', Bahuguoat 
Vajpayee and Sundar Singh Bbandari 
will contest the etections from coaa- 
tituendes in UP. The battle for 
national leadership wjU thus be 
fought on the soil of UP. Prom 
the plans which leaders of different 
Parties are busy finalising, it appeatf* 
that money and muscle-power vdlQ 
be used freely in this State in the 
en.<;uing polls. 

The Congress(l)'s electioii cam¬ 
paign will centre around large ral' 
lies. This strategy means 
Sanjay Gandhi may contest the elec¬ 
tions. Cpngreas(l} candidates have 
Sled applications for 83 seats in UP 
but no one has yet staked his claim, 
for either Rae BareU or Amethl. 
Now it appears almost certain that 
Sanjay Gandhi will be one of the 
Congres5(I) candidates. On Novem¬ 
ber 1, Sanjay Singh, son of tte for¬ 
mer Raja of Amethi and an impm- 
tant Youth Congress leader of the 
State, declared that Sanjay Gandhi 
would contest (he elections and 
those who oppose Mrs Gandhi's ami 
should not torget that Mr Gandhi 
was responsible for hrmging in young 
people who had kept (he Congrew 
torch burning. 

The .fanata Party has 45 sitlihg 
MPs iu its ranks. The renuuniog are 
etiher with the Lok Oal or the Con- 
giess(l). The Janata Party has plan 
to give ticket! to 40 mw candidates 
and discard 18 old ones. The Jang 
Sangh is engaged in a bitter struggle 
against the other factions in me 
Janata Party. This feud is now Uin 
well-known. Many MLAs are also 
demanding tickets Rnj Mangel 
Pandey seems to be spending more of 
his time in Devariya than in Lurge- 
now. His Party members have already 
criticised him on this aanmit. The 
President of the Janata Yuvg Mori^, 
BrahmaduH Oiwedi, is among his 
critics 

The Lok Dal has Ram Naresh 
Yadav, Mulayam Singh Yadav Rajen- 
dra Singh, Satyadev Tripatni and 
Khetiraman Singh in its raidis. These 
peofde have pockets of inihieiice in 
different areas. The fact that they 
are still in power wiB work both 
ways. Rajendra Siiud> and Banarsi 
Das were divided over the issue ot 
dissolving the Lok Sebha and the 
uiueemly debate could not enhaiKe 
the preimge of the Lok Dal te UP. 

SANTOSH BHARUYA 
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WAS IT WORTH 
BEING THUMPED JUST 
TO LAND UP 
BACK HERE? 
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Asides 


Ite M «• le kroatflH 

MiVK Mfji mti k mt n d m Mi 
M«ht m m wwdd «Mfc m«MI. 
^ Bri i miiM i meved bend, loel(> 

tag tmtf ecoariiiwny. cnMtaf Ui 

iegi MoMilMH ad oeoktef Ml mtm 
Mtwad tbe beek of Mi iMdr. Aon 
fren Me erm i ei i wha Mr BOa* 
gene vetaiatoered a beM Merer tbe 
micropiime for B«bHi}i. tbe two aever 
•eoend te be orare of cecb otber'i 
preieaoe M tbe beU. TikMg ont e 
■meu slip of pip er , ad pattieg « 
hu reediBf gUH^ BabniT bega Ui 
tirade igMit Neiva’i degkn. Some 
amoag tbe ladieaGe proteated that 
they could aot aear Mib, ad wai¬ 
ted tbe aooaattci adiaated. **1 ttuik 
K you awftch off tbe faa, yoa wib 
bear.” Ifr Babagaiia dbeated fitmi 
tbe dMa. Immediately two noMy 
fns were aBeaoed. Babiiii read a. 
witboBt alemiag. ‘’Now we aee pee- 
pla^ is bi^ poaitkMia bgr 
diaace ad intrlgM caUag tbeae 
daya older Nebro tbe waited yean,*' 
be laid bi u ebvioaa nf e na ce to 
■omc Lok Dal leaden. Tippbig tbe 
table with Ml fiag^ Bo^ wciw 
aa to laaicfa a twt b e rl ag attok a 
tbe Lek Dal’s ooleiitici over Nabra, 
most of which Ifr SabraaiaaimB wai 
aaable to ait tbraoMk He left aoM 
after the JiMta leader ataried 
■aeafciaf. The aadieace she wed 
ngna el boredom, some people bi 
ga kaviag, atben cttdied tbek 


All in the name of Nehru 



THB aniiarvi wM- 
•d eagwtatty; thia 
was aotat (I be 
faa. Aaudat bactk 
iwe-electkm ataa- 
aavrmg, aBga- 

IMMI, foor wM- 
kaewtf aokesoKi 
If Fartiee tbe Cob- 
greoh ioaia. GeagniiU) iM CFO 
wakb along wMi Uw LM«Dal 
are tM pnactetd coateadera M the 
etectiooa — bM baa bnriied by the 
krtmaa Meaoa UeaMciid gocmly W 
apeak m ‘nhe ntevaawe of Nebrb 
teoay" at Vttatebai Faiai Uonae, 
Dem^oa N«wi.Wkb Ml the spokes 
men Hr C. Sabramaaiaro. tite 
UMeace Mteiatar to tbe presMtt 
koa DaKtosMpoaa caretaker Qov- 
eram e a t. Baba Jo^vaa Ram. 
tbo d togr aitt tod Oppoaktoa leader. 
Mr H. M. iabaoka- twfca4oaigacd 
CFO lead er atut eat aara where te 
g« ead Ml C M. S tep be a . om of 
tae toon digtobed of Mrs Gaadbi’t 
aowrere bavtog amoed to come, 
tbe evoat pnmlaad tow geM eater- 


aad Mr 
apeok Ant. la e law bat 
Clear voice Mr S a b raaieai toa 
ded tbe aadteace eg tbe 
Ntitani bad made aad nooBed 
“Rverythteg had oae wrog 
Nebru’a period,” M aafd. 
next to Mr 8obremaolim*a 
ebanr, Mi Babaaae 
looked baed at bia. A 
bega cikkiag aad 
tomked. ’’foStlGiau hava 
tint aaw; they plaoe 
force tbe aagia.” Mr 
weal oa. ”i 
guae .Moee am,” be 
rooad to face tbe 
der, provoMag laugbtor 


m to 
fairly 


Thea came Mr BohogaM’e tOB. A 
ma got up M toe dais < ' ~ 
to refit tbe oiicrnpbeae, 

aaiwere M toe pbeb/M Mr_ 

gaaa’a ebrffl voloa. Tie, a. t dal 
aeed a mltnpbeae. Mv veica to 
man aadiUe.” lie abeiiiM to 


Hilary. 

oflpr 

gftitag 


"Bat 


be- 

bo- 

kto 

to* 


Ta Mat to arrive was Mr Sobra 
oioioai. Seal Mr Babaguae foliow- 
ad, immaculaiely dreaaed ta a wbtte 
coerider aa karta, awoytog excited¬ 
ly to laod eedaim from toe eudirace. 
hath went to toe dala, Mr Behagitaa 
Ipeafctog ekmd to seme Irkads white 
Mr Sabramaeiam waa raaemd . A 
brief tatrooactMm to tbe eab^ 
toe ciHdrraaa. JiMin L. M. Stogbvf, 


Mrsobr a atoa i amweat aioL _ 

the torm ”gaaiaa aan-aBia i eat" 
“If you an beast, yea an aoaeat," 
be saM “Han to aelUag sadb as 
genoiaMy baeaf*, be adoM. 
laagbtor fMawiag agMa. 

Soea, then waa saaM _ _ . 

amoBg tooae aatad aear toe co- 
traace w toe bM. BMm dog^a 
Ram bat anrivad aad was noeivod 
with a nod af anplaaae. laterrap- 
ted. Mr SabraaMmmn too tunad bae 
attcattoi to too bebbBag flgare. 
‘Sotaceoe gel bated toe egtag lea- 
tor. ead be l pe d hhn a the otopa to 
toe dais. Ooce oa toe data, he itoa 
ed aleog to toe vaceat chair bes id e 
Mr labonaa, 
fiatladed toad 
fiitot. Mr Sabrmaaiam 'odad Ma 
apeadi MraHr. 


I vKOt CM beside eaotoer, 
^sswflisfii smn Ms 


atrete. "But tboee ootaMe 
beer yoo", e pema piped a 

I am son I oa na<£ them _ 

yea bear !»?” tae etoed. Than wen 
Boto eg aapravaL ‘^The daegntma 
aad dtg a a i ir a ef Nebni we e«aM)y 
wen dtoiMbaed.” Mr Bebagoeata 
**l_ff* ^ toe applaa to 

aabilda. ‘T h en f on toe toa baa 
come to write to boiM a aew bdia” 

*>>«e of aea-a Ug a atM t 
what Mr Sabnaoiam' 
itto ceoceM ad mode a case nr a 
tih twrardi Bmaia. •n«m an toa 

ed tea legs, ead ma toOtog om 
to e nitoiMc amvement Ha ran|r 
ever reteed Ma head to laok at Mr 
Babagaaa’a wBOy gestfoMattog 

figim. 

, After same men tend gae« 
alogMte, attacks sad wtoecracka 
oae aboot IvMet V. R. 
lyw. who w«'among toa 

baling BMwgaaa i» far_ 

at cant) from Mr Bahama ad 
after ft was dear that h fr ITm ubrn 
would act coma, toe show ww 
over. As we nee f ram ear aei^ e 
oewipepenaa am ovetbeari iMHa 
eaotoer, Itow t bnow whet den» 
is. TMa wee net o MBc a 


It 
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Hi^-protein health 
Bodybuilding goodness 
Vital nutrition 

Atasteyour family will love... 

^%Iealmaker 


today! 


Pep up your health! 

Mtalmakrr is rn.li in so \* wotfin the best and 
nicist rfBtieiit senme ol vtgt table pintein 
It hlU iht vital |>niieifi gap in a ntiinial Indian dirt 


It’s completely vegetarian! 

Mtalinakir is ioo% vegetarian When added to any 
dish, iMtauss It IS high in prott in, it makes every 
Mealmakcr dish a highly nutritive one 


Z50 goM 4>f Mmlnwlcr cemtaln. u much protein 
H 3 9 iitree eif milk or 1 kg of mutton eir 24 egg.. 


Great for meat^eaters too! 


Only Mealmaker ean give you sueh nutrition 
viith sue-h etoiiomy' 


And low III lat. Mtalmaker has prartiealiy no lats 
ehidestrrol or saceharidts, whieh makes it ihi ideal 
IikkI hit the whole lamil> 



Ihoiigh vigelarian Mealmaket hteiids (lelteellv 
with meat Ixtend meat dishes with Mealmaker — 
srivt It iveiy day and stay within your budget 

...and tasty, tasty, tasty! 

^oui family will lose the taste of Mealmaket 
Kemirkabiy versatile, Mealmaket absorbs the spiev 
flaeoui i>( any dish Mealmaker makes a iic.litiotis 
sanetv of vegetarian and non vegetarian dishes 
anti sweets too lewik lor the reeipe Itaflet in 
every pack 



for great-tasting nouiiriimrat. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


T*iIE communal aad of the RSS 
« does not spare even the 
noblest in our country One would 
have thought that li there was one 
thing which all the political Parties 
and groups would be unanimous 
about, whatever their creeds, what 
ever their histones, whatever their 
sectarian passions, then it would 
be in applauding the woik of thi' 
saint who has spent a lifetime 
giving succour and hope to the 
lepers of our souety, to the poorest 
of the piuH to the hopeless, to the 
forgotten, damned and diseased- 
and she has given hei love with 
out worrying about colour ui re 
ligion, or any of thi pivjudicc 
which stains kswr minds But 
cbe RSS cannot toleialt this love 
which IS a direct challenge to its 
philosophy ot hate And so while 
the rest of the eountiy was bonoui 
iDg and thanking Mother Teresa 
on the occasion of her receiving 
the Nobel Prize for Peace, t^ 
RSS niouthpK'ce Orpmiiser wrote 
a bitlei editorial denounang 
Mother in its issue dated Uctober 
28 They headlined the editorial 
I 'Nothing noble about Nobe I ” and 
then in the cla-ssie language ul the 
gutter Press they made every 
effort to throw dirt on Mother's 
work and reputiation Hie only 
think subtle about the editoiial, 
and that was nut too subtle either 
was the effort to incite Muslims 
against Mother another classic 
tactic, 

llie opening sentence was 
strange "While we are happy 
Uiat Prof Abdus Salani of Pakis 
tan has received a Nobel Piize in 
Physics, we art not suie we mud 
to dance wKh joy foi the Peace 
Prize to Mother Teresa " Inteiest 
ing What does the Physics Prize 
given to a Pakistani have to do 
with the Peace Prize given to 
Mother leresa’ How aie the two 
connected^ Why should the two 
things be written in the same 
sentence^ The motivation is obvi 
eius Organtier thinks in its typic al 
putrid way that the way to a 
Musbm’s heart is bv praising a 
Pakistani and it wants to establish 
Musbnt support for its tirade 
against Mother It might interest 
Orgamer to know that Prof 
Abdus Salam is an Ahmediya, a 
sect which is rurrentiy not allow 
ed to call itself a part of the 
Muslmt biothechood in Pakistan 
However that is another matter 

But why IS the RSS unhappy 
with Mother^ Read the next 
sentence of its editorial “For 
when all is said and done, she is 
a missionary In serving tte poor 
and the sick, her sole objective is 
to influence people m favour of 
Cliristiamty and. if potalUe, to 
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convert them Missiuiiaiies aie in 
strunients of we>tern mipei lalist 
countiies -ami not iniicKimt voiexs 
ol tiud I hats thi rub Anyone 
who insults the work of Moth<>r 
Teresa in such tciiiis displays only 
a sick and depraved mind 
Take a look at the damnable hi 
in the next si ntence ' Muthc i 
iiiesa IS looking aflei a few scuie 
old men and young children whiih 
is gCMid enough as tar as it goes ’ 
fur a while I could not bcheve 
what I was reading and I had to 
read the sentence again Just "a 
fcM scon these shameless and 
amtemptible bars of the RSS Pic's 
MHiiied to have lost all hold ot 
then SI nsc's The weekly goc*s on 
to say that Mothers work is not 
‘nishkam sc>a" There arc no 
words in my dictionaiy to com 
imnt on that Motbei's woik is 
not nishkam seva," but the few 
score houses that the RSS builds 
in Andhra Pradesh, and which u 


promoted as a publicrtv stunt In 
all thi Indian media all the year 
lound Ihiough all the puwciful 
public atiuns ot this country—^pre< 
siimablv that is nishkam seva*’ 

I hi ccliUiiial continues "Wc have 
no etc iiht she (Muthc i) will bnne: 
up llic I (hildiiii (whom she* ic 
Sc lie ) IS (bust cans though must 
i)( ch) III iiiiisi tx lliiulti III Muslim 
liv hiilh (•<> and iisk the poor 
iiKitticis who si iiicl outside 
Miiiiurs h III ns of lose whethei 
line ail Im iiu ixploHid ,iiid they 
will skip >1,11 loi the insult The 
cdiiuiii) siys next ‘Bv contrast 
till Nolii I ( oinriirtti I is uiiliki ly 
ever to bonoui ilic ^|lUIlsulsot any 
iiuiiiIh I 1)1 I xcc III lit instiluliuiis in 
till loiiirliy Indeed this com 
iiiiUii his neve I thought ot 
hiiiniiimg even Mahatma (landhi' 
What III uiiii> Id II id this in 
(liguniAtt, the muiillipKei ol the 
ass issins 111 C.jiielhiii the loiiilial 
of those who aie doing everything 
within till It poMii to destioy the 
Iniliiof (,aiHihi|is dicanis and 
clforts Amt a lillh latci, quite 
picdiilalilv thi e‘<lit<iiial also 
nrciises tin Noln I ( ommiltcH* of 
not cnnsidiiing IT I his slandcT 
Dll, lit Ilk uii Mothi 1 would have 
hurt H* most li h» had been alive 

We shouldn't be suiprisc»d if 
Mothi I leic'sa was honoiiiiHl not 
foi hei Home lot the Destitute — 
which has been time loi long 
years- but for her opposition to 
the I re edom of Ri Iigion Rill 
1 iihir this vear I he absurdity 
ol this charge need hardly be com 
UK iiud un It displays not only 
tuiil picjudiee but also lank 
ii,ni I ince ul the maiinei in which 
tin wards are givcg ft is m 
ten'ling to note that the RSS has 
Mill not suiiendeiiHl its support 
lor the obnoxious Hill sponsoicKf 
by O 1 * I vagi duiirig the Janata 
tub A iiiciiilxi ot the National 
I Meutive of the Janata Party, Mr 
Shatiabuddin has even written n 
lilUi to the President of the 
lanata Party asking for clantica 
tiiici of the Party s stand on this 
I 11 PublicIv the only reaction 
ol the ItSSdoiiimated Janata Party 
IS >ilcncf about such delicate 
issues 

I hat a variety ot Indian lead 
CIS heiuld acclium that anti Indian 
awaid only shows how soft we 
■ an U 111 our head ” say the 
le lined editors of Orwmser No, 
the le adi rs of the sec ulai Parties 
ate neit soft headed it is the R^S 
wliet e head has been hardened bv 
the dead weight of prejudice and 
ceiininuiialisni Only they could 
go to the extent of labelling the 
Nobel Peace Prize to Mother 
Teresa an "anti Indian" award— 

Os Organuer has done 
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Kerala nurses' death 


Were they murdered ? 


'pHREE nurses — one about a year 
^ aco and the other two within 
two months — died in mysterious 
arcumstances in diffeient parts of 
Rajasthan The matter is now beinK 
investigated by the CHI The first in¬ 
cident which came to fight was the 
case of Sister P V Mary who. a» 
cording to the police succumbed to 
injui les she received in a jeep an i 
dent on August 6 this year People 
ut the area (Churu district) where 
the mishap occurred do not accept 
this story They launched a distiict 
wide agitation demanding a thorough 
probe and befitting punishment for 
the alleged ‘culprits who muidered 
h^i after rape’ 

Another nurse — Miss K C 
Ammini — died of burns in the State 
capital Itself on September 23 1979 
The Vtdhan Sabha was then in ses 
sioi. and it was alleged on its floor 
thit It was not an oidmary case of 
bums and that the police did not 
take any action because ot the in 
vulvement ut some bigwigs During 
the debate m the Vidhan Sabha one 
moie incident, which is said to have 
taken place in Bhiuai (Ajmer d<s 
tnet) on Scptembei 5, '79 came to 
be known, in which Miss laticia 
Hamilton lost her life 

All the three nurses — Mary 
Ammini and Hamilton — were id 
then twenties and inadentally all 
of them were from Kerala When the 
fit St incident was reported the then 
Kerala Chief Minister Vasudevan 
Nan, wrote to the Raiaslhan Chief 
Minister Bliairon Singh Shekhawat 
“If even a fraction oi these leports 
IS tiue. It is rcalls shocking and 
shameful If in a country where w>“ 
extol feminine virtues and respect 
womanhood in all its gloiy we fail 
to give adequate piotectiou to work 
ing women our age-old moial values 
would appear to be hollow and in 
substantial "Ml Shekhawat howcvei 
IS supposed to have reminded the 
Rajasthan Assembly about the mass 
rape of nurses in Basti, Uttai Pra 
desh, (SUNDAY. Apiil 8 79) and 
said though he did not want to 
shield anybody such cases were not 
pecuhai to Rajasthan only He asser 
ted "The nurses from Kerala arc 
like oui sisters and daughters and 
we assure them full pi olcction “ 

But the Rajasthan Chiet Minister 
chose to be guided by the informa 
tion given to him by police officials 
The Kerala (^vernment as well as 
a vast section of the people in 
Kerala did not feel satisfied with the 
version of the story forwarded by 
Mr Shekhawat that Miss P V Mary 
had been killed in an acadent 


There were reports in some Kerala 
daihes that the whole inadent was 
be<ng twisted and distorted to save 
the culprits. 

Charming, shapely, sweet-tempered 
P. V. Mary was unmarried and hail¬ 
ed from MathirapaUikara viUave in 
Kottayam district She had been woik- 
mg as an aunbary nurse midwife 
for the past one-and-a-hatf years in 
the primary health centre at Sahaba 
m Churu distnet. As an elder daugh- 
tei of farmer Kochu Varkey, Mary 
trained as a nurse after matricula¬ 
tion It was the girl’s anxiety to save 



Mis* P. V Mary 


the family from the clutches ot hung 
er and poverty that made her work 
far away from home According to 
the deciased Miss Mary fiom the 
day she tojk up her job m the 
taecHh rentif Di Kulen. Dr Kapoor 
and a BCG vaccinator Sardar Gurd 
war Singh, cast their eves on her 
Mary had been staying on the upper 
floor of a two storey building m the 
village Sardar Gurdwar Singh ocru 
pied the ground floor Mi Singh used 
to harass her very often and aftci 
some time became a nuisance to hei 
When she could bear him no more 
>hc brought her voungei brothci 
lose, from Kerala to stay with h^r 
According to the statement Mary 
had give i to Mrs K T Sosamma and 
Mrs Annamma Thomas nurses of 
D B Hospital Rajasthan where she 


had been kept under treatment be 
fore her death, Mr Simdi had tided 
to rape her on July 21. 1979 gt her 
quarters Later on July 23 her 
brother, Jose, was away Mr Singh 
dashed into her room and accom¬ 
plished his obiective although she 
tried to defeed herself with a blade. 
It is reported that she complained 
to Dr Kulen the next day who how> 
ever, threatened her with suspensioo. 
On July 31, when she went to Sahaba 
police station to lodge a complaint 
she was advised to go to Tarauagar 
police station 2S kms away On Aug¬ 
ust 2, when Mary was going to Tara- 
nagai bv bus, a police jeep stopped 
beside the bus and the head con»' 
table of Sahaba police station per¬ 
suaded her to come with him in the 
since he said he was also gomid 
to Taranagai There were three more 
persons already in the leep beside 
two policemen While the jeep was 
pi reding towards laranagar it is 
said to have met with an acadent 
in which all the occupants were un¬ 
hurt except the nuise She died on 
August 6, as a result of the injuries 
sustained in the “acadent" It Is itt 
tiigumg to note that the same police 
station at Sahaba did not hesitate to 
register a case from the BCG tedmi 
Clan on August 1, when only a day 
before the nurse was asked to go to 
Taianagar to lodge her complaint 
When the mattei was disposed of 
by the pohcc as an acadent it spark 
cd oft resentment in th<° whole dis 
tiict and piocessions, bandhs and 
hartals were held The agitation was 
withdiawn only aftoi the Chief 
Minister announced the handing 
over of the case to the CBI The bead 
constable and the BCG technician 
have been suspended 

O NLY a forthnight before she was 
to proceed to Kerala for her 
wi-dding Miss K C Ammini, a nurse 
in Jaipur, died ol bums Accordtog 
to the story nai rated in the Vidhan 
Sabha by Mi Bairang Lai Sharma. 
MIA the room in whldi Miss 
Aromini’s skirt is said to have caught 
fire was locked from inside white 
Mi Bansilal Vyas personal assistant 
to the Ministei for Coop-ration, was 
also there inside The door was ot>en 
I d only aftei som« neighbours rush- 
* d to the spot wiv-n they heard Miss 
\mniini screaming Mr Sharma alle 
gfd that though the police were in 
foimed of the incident on the same 
night at 2 30 am no one readied tte 
spot for three days The three MLAs 
—Bajrang Lai Sharma Dr Han 
Singh (form<»r Transport Minister) 
and Ml Rameshwar Yadav — who 
had visited the room after the inci¬ 
dent maintain that Ammini’s case 
IS as not a simple one Mr Bairang 
I a1 Sharma is supposed to have aik- 
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Mt why (be room wa< larked from 
iniedc. Why dW Mr Vya* btmM>lf m>i 
infoim the poUoe of the acddent^ 
Wliv did the poitoe not viait the 
pltirr foi three days and why wa& 
Animmi'h declaration before her 
death not recorded in the preaence 
ol a maKislratc* The CBI will also 
inveatiftate this case 
The lase of Miss F^tiaa Hamilton 
will alto be ciiqHued into by the 
CUl. Ml BaJraiiK Lai Sharma and Mr 
Nuia CPKM) MLA, alk-ied that 
Mlhs Hamilton's death was not 
natuial One of them also alleaed 
that the Janata MIA of the cooati- 
lurntv was protecting the culprits 
to which the MIA concerned dial 
tenaed and of fried to resign if the 
ili.nat wrt< piovid (oiiert Quoting 
fiom .1 lettei written by Latiaa’s 
pdientH. Ml Siiaima alleged that idle 
was niuitk-red and that even though 
tile iNiliic .It Iltawar registered it as 
a iiuiidi 1 t.ise no enquiiy was con 
dinted Seiinus infuries were inflic 
led uuoii >n>i before administering 
vniiie highly tiitumi ating drugs The 
iMiMits w(if not given any ptoper 
heal Ilia hv the police and other offi* 
(lah Neithei was any witness exa 


mined though a list of 82 witnesses 
was submit^ 

It would, howevei, be wrong to 
lomlude that only Malaval(>( muses 
.lie subjected to suth hunulialion or 
that only local residents play a part 
iticentiv theie was a luoiuur that one 
Keiaia iiuisc was found dead on 
the load m Makarana On enquiiy 
It was levcalcd that the nurse was 
pregnant due to one of her Malaya 
tee collegues and she did not want 
to resort to medical teimination of 
pregnancy as insisted on by h«r boV 
friend who happens to be mained 
When the girl went on a holiday 
their was anothei niinoui that hei 
body was found on the road 
A feeling of insecurity prevails 
among nurses from Kerala serving 
111 hospitals in different parts of the 
country According to repoits from 
coiicspundcnts published in Kerala 
iailirs Marv's de.ith was not tli< 
only inndent There weie many ins 
tances of teoorted molestation and 
rape 

MILAP CHAND DANDIA m Jaipur 
and G S KARTHA in Trivandrum 


Jaslok recovers 


The employees are disgruntled 


I '^ilOlKiH the late Jayaprakash 
.Naiayan did succeed in altenng 
tlu hitheito ebte image ol Jaalok 
Hospital he appears to have surroun 
ded It witli anothei aura Possibly the 
very last thing that the authorities of 
that well known institution could 
have expeitod the general puhbc to 
swalioM wits their claim that it was a 
tiMtitabie non-proAt making mstitu 

turn devoted to tho needs of the com¬ 
mon m.in Jaslok has remained, and 
shall leniam an institution catering 
to th.> oeeds ol the nch the famous, 
and the sophisticated Nothing can 
change that 


The present stiike of the 750 Class 
Pour and cleiical/terhnical employees 
of the Hospital, which has sucoe^ed 
in completely paralysing its day-to-day 
functioning has arisen from the re 
fusal of the management to pay the 
20 per oent bonus on the grounds qf 
it being a charitable registered trust 
and therefore not eligible by law to 
pay bonus It is a claim very strongly 
Challenged bv the employees 'Than 
table*" asks Prajata Borkai a 
clerk in the Xrav department and 
one of the leadeis of tho union 
‘'Every item used by the patients is 
charged for barring the 80 so-called 



free beds, the others range between 
Rs 300 to 350 for the single or dou¬ 
ble rooms All medicines, even for tho 
free patients are billed, and even 
gaure and operating thread are char- 
j»?d for at the rate of Rs 1 50 per 
piece of gau/e and Rs 2 50 per ten 
lengths of thread In addition a IS 
per cent surcharge is added for tele« 
phone bills, whether calls have been 
made or not The daily income ol the 
hospital IS Rs 1 lakh and they makfe 
three lakhs on then 15 per cent 
surrhaige alone every month" 

The Class Four employees are deb 
nitely paid less D A than their coun¬ 
terparts In either KEM or J. J. Hos¬ 
pitals, both of which are Govemment 
-run institutions A wardboy gets Rs 
155290 a cleik a gross payment of 
approximately Rs 350 and resident 
nurses (who have not joined in the 
St -ike but ana apparently sympathe¬ 
tic to the demands) get Rs 533, says 
Dr Ddtta Samant, leader of the pre 
sent union "On an average this is Rs 
100-200 less than Government hospi¬ 
tals* pay I’m a doctor, I have practis¬ 
ed m KFM, and 1 can t^I you that 
the claim of the Jaslok Hospital that 
It IS not making profits is false It has 
the highest rates of admission for any 
hospital in Bombav, with the excep¬ 
tion of the one at Breach Candy A 
man who Slays Iheie for one week, 
even without an operation, has to 
pay anything up to Rs 3000 With all 
this they are paying one third of 
what the Tata Cancer Hospital pays 
The D A here is Rs 160 whira is 
the lowest anywhere Where does the 
money go ’’’ 

W HERE indeed ? Jaslok Hospital 
IS a roulti-crore behemoth, appa 
rently niggardly when it comes to 
paying the few thousand rupees that 
its hard-working employees demand 
of It Its unreachabiuty is being em 
phasised by the obviously poor PR 
tactics of crowding its gates with poll 
ce vans Its political readi is being 
touted bv the fact that the Gaumdevt 
Police Station has forbidden the erec¬ 
tion of tin roofing tor the strikers out¬ 
side the gates, when, as Dihp —one 
of the wardbuys — says, It is for ttie 
M U( li'4LJK,t or munitipal authori¬ 
ty to first object and then the pohee 
to forbid the erection And of course 
the hallowed personality of the late 
Loknayak is being used Apparently 
svfaen the employees made a repre¬ 
sentation to him about their poor 
working conditions nothing was done 
despite his request to the manage¬ 
ment to look into the matter Aa 
Jagannath Gurao wardboy, puts it, 
^hen wardboys are being treated as 
Harosls, when Class Four employaes 
don't ewa get a cup of tea for id^t 
d^, when there is no house runt 
allowance or subsidised luncfa for ns, 
when we work longer than the eight 
^pulated hours without a lundi 
break, when no emplo:^ Is ofcred 
free medical treatment, where Is Hie 
charitsbie nature of the Hupital ? 
Just because they gave the Netoi 
Centre one lakh doesn’t nuke ttum 
efaaritabk" 

However, Dr T R Rindani, nutfoai 
director of faslok. in the only Preu 
interview be has given ttdd SUraSAY 


that he was willing to prove that no 
nc of the allegations made by the 
union were correct ‘It is wrong to 
say that we diarge anything, anyth¬ 
ing at an for the free patients The 
eighty free beds are entirely free, and 
nils in spite of the fact that we do not 
discriminate professionally between 
Free patients and those who pay It is 
also wrong to say that we pay less 
than an average private hospiTal pays 
its em^oyees (he admitted that tin 
p^lic hospitals paid highet D A ) 
While we did spend Rs 40 lakhs this 
year on the import of foreign equip 
ment we don’t do it every year, Jas 
lok is run by the Jasoti'man Lokmai 
(parities Trust which is a legistered 
charitable trust and is exempt froiTi 
giving bonus under Section 80 G 
This present strike is illegal be 
rause we signed an agreement on 
October 5 1979 in ronriliation with 
the Assistant Commissioner of 
Labour and legally we aiv» not obliged 
to recogniv or hold negotiations with 
an illegal stiike, or give any conces 
sions for three yeais A 20 per cent 
bonus IS something we just cannot 
pay at this time Tl»“rc is no question 
of coming to any terms because the 
legal position is with us” 

Ilowevei Dr Samant, who has not 
be<*n allowed to see the hnanaal att 
ounts ot the hospital, is confident ot 
winning his point in a court of law 
“When the Madras High Couit pass 
c-d the judgement that charitable oi 
gdiiisations shouldn't pay ^nus. they 
did not mean a iich organisation like 
laslok Tt can b possible to prove 
that it makes huge profits, and 1 am 
sure I can bring then lies to the sui 
face” He echoes the popular senti 
menl that it has rapidly degenerated 
into a five star hotel, in its tieatment 
of the Aiahs and othei rich people 
who spend weeks in luxury in the has 
pital suites at the cost of the suffer 
ing “Jaslok, with all its equipment, is 
lust not dedicated to the poor”, he 


claims 

It is a claim hotly contested by Di 
Rmdani 'No Ar.-ib or anyone ran 
slay at the hospital as if he were a 
guest, unless he is really ill Thi 
moment a patient stays in the hospi 
tal toi fifteen davs the medical audit 
undertakes a thorough check to en 
sure that there is nothing fishy These 
allegations have no grounds” How 
ever he admitted that the laundry ot 
the hospital, the most modern in 
fiombdv with Its counter floor opera 
tions. and its powei press, was being 
occasionally used by outside insUtu 
tions for their put poses. This was in 
response to an allegation made bv 
Ye^wanl Gurav. an operator at the 
laundry, that Band Box had used bos 
pital machines when theirs had brok 
en down Dr Rindabi justifies that by 
saving that anyone who was willing 
to pay could use the laundry 

IThe nine-day stnke of the class 
four emptoveea and technical staff of 
the Jaslok Hospital has for all prac¬ 
tical intents bmn lifted Though 
none of the demands •— the main one 
being 20 per cent bonus to all em 
pkvees — have been granted, work 
era have started ‘Sideling in with 
the removal of Hie goonda elemeats 


that had forciblv kept employees 
out" acxxirding to Dr T V Chidam 
baram personnel chief of the hospi 
tal. With obyious glee Mi Rasik 
Shah, leader of the iccognised union, 
the Maharashtra Kamgai Sabha 
which did not support the strike 
announced to the Press that the 
workeis have “seen reason” and 
have returned to the fold. Though 
this was the officially recognised 
Union It certainly did not command 
more than 10 per cent support dui 
ing Hiose nine days 
The problems, however, remain 
Can an organisation, though tcdini 
cally a charitable trust, but obviously 
one of the richest and most soundly 
placed in the country be called chn 
ritable when it utilises all its iinann's 
for equipment and., mechanised ex 
pansion, without at some point 


sharing its profits svith the pthmlo 
who actually make it nfnt The im¬ 
plications of the pre^.nt strike have 
vet to be worked out* Was the ^ 
pec cent bonus demand genuinely 
high’ Bill tho issue at stake rcmafM 
and another strike can erupt at any 
time 

For instance, aie the employees 
of so tailed charitable institutions swt 
elijffble to come under the Factories 
Act > 

Perhaps the most classic comment 
on the situation was made by Mari* 
dasa of the CSSD department at Jae- 
lok : "We should have gone on stri¬ 
ke when JP was here. T^at wtmld 
have taught the management rlrfit 
proper” 

A. ftAJADHYAKSHA. Bombny 


Outsiders out! 


Shillong tnbals up m arms 

E tragte incidents in Shillong 
in the week ending October 27, 
79 were intriguing, but were not 
quite so At LalviUa in the aty’s 
Laitumukhra area^r the worship of 
kali IS an annual event of the Ben 
gall Hindus This year, too, the 
puja passed off peacefully on Octo- 
bci 20 But on Oitober 22, on the 
eve of the immersion of the deity, 
two tribal boys sneaked into the 
puja panda! and bioke the heads of 
Dakini and Yogini (supposed to be 
tiir two handmaids of the goddess 
Kali) They were, however, appre¬ 
hended by some people who wcie 
neai The two boys weie b<-aten up 
and released 

The report of th< bc<iting, obvious 
ly, iniuiiated the li lends of the two 
boys and alter -ome time two tribal 
youths came up and tried to mutilate 
the image of the goddess TTiese 
two were also assauIliHl before being 
dragged to the nearby police station 

In protest against these assaults, 
the Khasi Students Union, the 
Khasi Du I bur of Laitumukfaia and a 
tubal youth oigamsation called a 
Shilhing bandh on Oetober 25 Dur¬ 
ing the bandh there- was some arson, 
stabbing and the shooting ot arrows 
Clashes weie leportcd in several 
parts ot the (ity C.urtew was clam 
pud on the (tty at dusk Sime it 
was not possible immediately to 
post security people uo all the tor 
tuous roads and lanes of the spraw 
ling hill town which are usually 
dangerous after nightfall sporadic 
cases of trson and assault (ontinued 
in total disregard of ciirfiw lules or 
even iiispite of the District Magis 
trate's oiders to the police pickets 
to “shoot at sight " 

The Union Home Minister. Mi 
Chavan wanted a detailed report 
fioin ttie Ooveinor about the bhil 
long s'tuation The (lovemor, who 
lives in blullong, called the Megha 
lava ChM't Minister and expressed 
his concern ovei the law and order 


situation The Chief Minister itMl 
the Deputy Chiet Miaiater oi Meghi-, 
lava, belonging to the AJ'HLC Md 
olh( r leadeis of different political 
Parties, issued a joint statement on 
Octobei 26, regietting that the 
bandh ciilleis did not rnsttHB g 
‘ peacetui hartal” betore laundtittf 
It Ml MarUn Narayan Majhaw, a 
youth leader and an erstwhile Minis¬ 
ter. blamed it all on “fiNTCign ele¬ 
ments seeking “to provoke the hill 
people thiough acts of vandalism 
and assault to cieate chaos and con¬ 
fusion 111 Mcghalava foi their vested 
Intel ests’ Who piovoked whom and 
who reaped the benehts, if there 
weie any, remain unclear. But the 
fart IS that, as iti other territories 
ot the North eastern region, in 
Megl-alaya there is a campaim on 
to oust the ‘ outsiders” wbldb in¬ 
cludes tliose who hail fiom other 
btatis oi the Indian union but do 
luit belong to the indigenous radii 
and (ultuial (onimunity of the ter¬ 
ritory ui their domiole The main 
reason fur this is that the economic 
growth in this region is slow. 

In Meghalaya, thp anguish trf the 
local people m so deep that in the 
State la gisiature. not long ago. some 
members (-ven argued that the pro¬ 
posal to extend the railway line ni^ 
to the foothills should hfi dnmped. 
since that would farther fadutato 
the influx of “outsiders” into tite 
hill State Inviting entreinreneurs 
from outside to set up industries in 
the State is also opposed on similar 
grounds Recently Shillong was the 
venue of a conference of students 
and youths from the entire Nortb- 
eastein region, which discussed 
mainly about “outsiders” Earlier 
•■tin in 1973 the Meghalaya State 
Assembly passed a IcgUlation, called 
the Residentia] Permit Bill aeekini 
to lestnct entry and residence ciif 



assent. 


PRAOitP DASOUPTA Shillong 
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'\bu cannot change the world' 


hCMt 

oewfr 


'Bride burning' a forgotten issue 

T Hb bnde-lnirniag reports 
suddenly hit nil the wly 
papers in the months erf June <md 
July when atrocities on innooent, 
yeunR undesoivinx brides were the 
topic o' the day The women's orKs 
ntsations had apitated and the 
Oovciument promised to set up 
special cells to expedite the cases 
nut all to no avail, as it turns out 
The burnt brides have been cast 
aside, none of the responsible grooms 
pnniphed and the parents of the de¬ 
ceased are still knocldng on closed 
doors What was once a buinina 
Isaue has now berome passe The 
newspapers have eased their soaai 
oonsdeuce by oisually lumping 
•ome of the dowry deaths as sniade 
cases even before the courts have 

R assed a verdict {Indtau hxxrrm, 
few Delhi *>ept S, p 3) 

Satyarani Chaddba, 54, mother of 
Shaiblbala, 23. who died of severe 
barns in her in-laws’ courtyard on 
March 17, 1979, has not ten a sIngh 
stone unturned in trying to bring to 
book her son in law, who she believes 
IS responsible for her daughter's 
death But, Satyaram admits. “It is 
a tough battle My husband only 
earns around Rs 1,000 as bar mana 
ger of Rajdoot Hotel There is only 
so much wc can do The boy, how 
ever, has a prestigious company like 
Bala suppurtittg ins legal expendi 
tore One would think if a sales 
managei had been arrested and jail 
«d for seven weeks, tike Subhesh 
was, he would have at least tost his 
job But, one cannot change the 
world” She added hopeWssiy, “All 
I want to ensure is that no other 
mothei has to experience this kind 
of pain Yfk send our daughter to a 
new bfe as a bride and we get her 
baik as corpse and the in-iaws do 
not even bother to inrovlde her with 
n hattan (shroud)" 

Ml Wahl assistaDt secretary. 

Shop Mausgers’ Union, and hianai 
nwnagei of Bata, BaryagunJ. claim 
ed “What is appearing in the Press 
Is absolutely distorted. Of course I 
am laigely responsible foi arranging 
around R« 3,000 for Subbash's legal 
expendilure The court has vet to de 
Clare its verdict Till then wc are 
presuming that Subhash, an inno¬ 
cent man, will be sent to the gallows 
hisi because of paudty of funds 
Most of the money has been ooUec- 
tod voluntarily But there were to 
many shop managers airestod dur 
ing the Kmertcncr due to no fauh 
of their own Do you svsnt them all 
to be fired^'* Wahl insisted that he 
held very liberal viesw and was 
strongly opposed to dmrry and could 
not heUeve that Subhath Bhasin was 
Itollto of havittg done snything hka 
the burning of his wife. 

The ourriafe between ShashJhals 
and Subhash Bhatitt. 39. Bata ahop 
manger Mathura, had been aaaag 
•d as in a Hindi movie Satyarani 
used to vldt the Mata Man&i In 
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Vhoshibata 

Gupta Colons whcn> she hwd ADii 
Hhashibala graduated fioni I imih 

Mai Delhi Umvcrsitv Satyar.ini in 

sisted that hci daughter pi> h<r 
respects to Mdta)i It n.is then thit 
the Mala whost origin,il n.imi is 
Savitn Bbortlwij and is .t poho <«n 
stable's wife suggested that Shashi 
bale marry this very devout follow* r 
of hers. Subhash Thus the iiurnagi 
was arranged undci tlit auspnx s «i 
the mats with him assnranas liom 
the mata that there would bt no 
di*ii)aiids lor dowry oi C4isit iRost 
dents of Guota Colony though they 
all spoke with reservation claimed 
that the mata might be involved in 
i racket of her own She nist start 
ed holding bhajanv in her houve and 
when she found it quite a piuhtabk* 
btttliiess, she shifted to a temple 
which is now called Mata Mandir 
The residents also estimate the cash 
offerings to add up to Rv 1,500 p»r 
month apart from the lavish tkHb 
tag and sweets donated) The trouble 
began immediately altei the mam 


age Apparently, Satyarani claims 
Hut Subhaih did not tonsumate the 
marriage for two months as his dc 
iiund for a scooter had not been met 
All r npeat-d taunts fioiii his 
inolher-in law that he might be im- 
potint, he complied Though the 
coupk had been presented with a 
lelngf rator, television set, table fan 
ishi '<wmg inathim jtwillnv 

sar*>es and other usual wedding pre 
senis he was not satisfied 
Only after accepting Rs 2 000 

from Satyarani did Subhash agree to 
allow his wife seven months after 
his mainagc, to accompanv him to 
Mathura But thtre, too hi ettsuied 
that they lived with a friend of his 
so that his wife could not discover 
his address When Subhash discover 
cd ihat his wife was pregnant he 
quickly deposited her b ik at his 
parents’ house in Gandhi Nagar 
Ihihi sxMn,’ She will bung nioii 
e\p< nditurc into the house while hei 
lainilv refuses to give me a srootor’’ 
S,itvarani then pleaded with Subhash 
that she would give him the scooter 
wlKii the child was born and she 
thought the matter ended there But 
on Maich 17. she was informed by 
tuo strangers that hei daughter had 
lx (n burnt She was then 17 weeks 
pregnant 

The Gandhi Nagai Polue arrested 
<>ubhash his two sisti i s Aruna and 
(hanchal, his brothei Naresh and 
Ins mother Krishna on March 18 and 
released them on bail on May 1 The 
case has been transferred to the 
irinie branch and investigation is at 
a standstill as nothing can move in 
any of the burning cases unless 
th-ie are eve witnesses Some law 
v*is openly suggest "purchasing" 
witnesses at a nominal pnee as it Is 
near impossible to win a rase other 
vs ISC t-ven tiiough Silyaram has 
visited all the Government offices 
ht thought could help and even got 
in assurance from the then PM 
Mntarn Desai, that he would do his 
utmost the case has not moved in 
anv wav 

\part from having lost hei 23 
seal old daughter Satyarani is also 
s{i*’nding a great de.il of time money 
and "nirgy to Stop what she labels 
di 11 halyo “Aftc r so imu h pi opa 
ginda where has it got us’” she 
idded tearfully “Ms daughter is 
Mini and there will he manv moii 
vKtims nnk'ss the guilty are punish 
id What IS the wav out’ Thi legal 
sistcm has too manv loophok^ 
Should we just kwn our daughters 
iininarried rather than risk getting 
tl m killed*" 

And so the dilemma persists Ac 
rot ding to one survey out of 2000 
niitiimonial advertisements in thi* 
Sunday papers osci a period of time 
oiilv IW asked for dowry wherea* 
780 offered “decent marriages" But 
i.tHti>itics pointing to the unusually 
hinh rate of suicide among young 
man ied women tell another atorv 
When will fliese ever cease* 

MANDIftA PURIE Delhi 



Rock of disco ntent 

Kanyakuman fishermen are losing sleep 


continual strite between the 
1 Vivekananda Kendra and 20,000 
bshermen ot Kanyakuman ha& sur 
faced again Ihe terry service to the 
elegant mid sea monument, the 
Vivekananda Rock Memoiial, was 
cancelled’ for a tew days m Sep 
tember and the fishermen arc threat 
ening direct action it their gnevances 
are nut met llie hsheiraen object 
to the proposal ut the Vivekananda 
Kendia to go in tor dredging the 
sea hunt to mainlam the nect>ssary 
draught foi plying their launches 
This IS primal ily due to this part of 
the beach being usc^ by the iisher 
men to keep their catamarans Mr 
t kuath Ranadi, president of the 
Kendia, actoiding to the iishertncn, 
has nut only shown no sympathy 
loi their problems but has behaved 
in a feudal manner Most oi the 
iisheimen aie Christians, and though 
imtially they bad objected to the 
setting up ut this monument (as they 
believed that Samt Xayicr too had 
visited the Rock), they re only wor 
ned about thi tbical to then livch 
hood now Wt have been using 
this part of the b( ach lor generations 
lui keeping oui catamarans and men 
ding our nets , said a fisherman 
Ihe Kendia people want more and 
moil space to rcpaii then launches 
Whcie shall we keep our catamarans 
then ?” 

Ihe Rock Mcinoiial was put up in 
1972 m memory of Swami Vivcka 
nandas visit to Kanyakuman m i892 
December It is behevei* that 
Vivekananda swam across the sea to 
the Rock, l.bOO feet from the short 
and m<*dilatcd on it feu thiec nights 
' At C ape Comorin, sitting in Mothci 
Kiimans temple, sitting on the last 
bit oi Indian rock, I hit upon a plan’ 
wiote Vivs kananda His devotees 
believe that he attained enlighten 
meui as he sat on the “sacred lock 
and the simple monk was thus trans 
formed into a gnat relormer Ihe 
hallowed plare wiueh was railed 
bripadapai ai ’ began to be known 
as the Vivekananda Rock 

U occupies five acres and is about 
56 feet above ttie sea level ‘The 
rock has the same sigmficance in the 
life of the Swaimn as the Budhi Tree 
has in the ktc of Lord Buddha", the 
uffiaal booklet published by the 
Kendra slates 

The Vivekananda Rock Memorial 
committee was set up m November 
1962 with donations amounting to 
Rs 100 lakhs contributed by vanouv 
Indian States and individuals A rc 
nowed aichitcct S K Aehary began 
working on the design for the Man 
dir' rbe Memorial consists oi two 
imposing granite structures, including 
a meditation room called 'Dbyana 
mandapa" A lligbt ul 24 step 
leads visitors to the mam ‘ Mandapa’ 
Ibe eight-foot high bronre statue of 
Swami VivekanaAa in his “Parivra 
jak’ posture attracts attention The 
monument was inaugurated in 1971 


by the then Indian President V V Giif 
and a Vivekananda Kendra Mission 
began operating in Kanyakuman in 
’72 doing humanitarian work as well 
as popularising Vivekananda's teach 
mgs Although this mission has put 
up some more impressive memorials 
and a large number of dormitories 
toi visitors buieaucratir corruption 
st>eniv to have crept m Hie work 
ns of the Kendra complain iutterly 
if the high handedness of I knath 
Raiiade And the hsherinen who are 
fighting the Kendra autfaoiities have 
their sympathies with the Kendra 
woikers 

Cho Ramaswamy’s fortmghtly Ptch 
wvk comments on the crisis "The 
Kendia has also been clamouring for 
the eviction ot hsheinien tiom the 
area on the giounds that it has been 
leased to it foi 21 veais The 
Kcndi a has steadfastly pooh poohed 
suggestions for ronstnution of a 
(oniiete or a lopc*bridge ” The 
fisheimrn claim thiit musclepown 


L AWtUL Cou IS, unknown to many 
a jungle ot law In most civil 
matters tbcic aie Poituguese laws 
coexist often in conti adiition to 
Indian laws lo Uie uttci ignotantc 
ot deiht jurisprudents many ut the 
Poituguese laws as they stood in 
1961—when tlic Indian Aimy liberal 
ed (lOa—and which aie still lulluwed 
in (joa, have since been cast in the 
dustbin in Portugal 
A heaimg in some ol Ooa’s couits 
IS uiten a Babel oi suits Kunkaui 
Purtuguese and Lnglish being trcciv 
used sometimes even in the couisc oi 
oue sentence 

Ihe latest, in Ooa is the simulta 
neous resort to court by a numbci oi 
judges In 197a the Central Covcni- 
me nt appuintod a cumniittce to 
establish a hierarchy m the Coan 
judicial y which then was a mixture 
oi I’urtugufsse hangovers and natiu 
nalist lefoimism The committee 
consist ed ot a Joint Seaelary of the 
Ceiitidl (joveinmcnt the Judicial 
(omiiussioner of (loa and the State 
Law Seeretaiy Dk. committee oust 
ed from the cadre a Sessions Judge, 
Justmo CcKlbo—a man judicially 
averse to capital puaishment—and 
Coelho pronptly protested that the 
Judicial ( oinmssioner being an in 
lerested pt rson could not sit on the 
Committee It took the Govermmnt 
four year*- to ague that the seh*t 
tieui eommittet was ob imtio void 
the Jud.ua< Caimmissioncr having 
been a judge ut his own cause 
( Ul Iho s cast is that as Sessions 
Judge at the time be was senior to 
the Judicial Commissioner Itto 
Mencn •, a ejuiet Bombay lawyei 


was let loose on them reoeotly wtaes 
they objected to the dosUtiu |pr0> 
gramme A Auguatbie, a 
old graduate who is speartaeaaliig 
the fishermen’s fight says that ttu 
Kendra people not only got wlutt 
they desired throngh “dubtons means*’ 
in 1971, they have since then showad 
scant respect for the fishermen's ria^ 
of bei thing. “Two dilapidated laiincbes 
belonging to the Kendra have been 
berthed here for monttas and the 
Kendra bosses say they’ve no plan 
foi berthing more launaies’’, he sew. 
The dredging done by the Kendrf 
till now IS telieved to have creeted 
erosion m the nearby areas inhaU- 
tated by the fishermen The Kendra 
authoiities think the idea of staining 
the feny from some other nearby 
beach is “impractical” As to the 
suggestions of building a rope-bridga, 
the Kendra officials are not too keen. 
For one thing it’ll cost a constder> 
able sum You must also remember 
that duiing the season some 4,000 
people visit the Rock daily” Plons 
sentiments apart, the Rock Memorial 
serves its puipose as a scenic picttlc 
spot to most visitors 

AHTHUH PAIS Madras 


What the Ccntial Govemment 
thought was a remedial step hat 
given rise so tar to six writ peUtions 
seeking eithci to invalidate—or maia- 
tam—the d(‘usion More writ po¬ 
tions ate expected to be filed and the 
judge hearing them has thoughtfully 
etubbcHl together ail the cases. ’Ihe 
pussibibUes are endless A fresh 
diaft of a hierarchy could, in {nine!* 
pie lead to defeated litigants tbiim- 
■ng that, having been Judged 
wrong incumbents, they are enttu- 
ed to suitaUe remedies 'That could 
mean retrial of 3,000 cases, accord¬ 
ing to comervative esUmates. And a 
Goan's zest for litigation is next only 
lo his fondness for the good things 
of life 

However, in latinized Goa, things 
are always forgiven, if not forgotten, 
and scandals simmer down to the 
point of being accepted with equani 
mity Sometime ago, a Judge 
slapped a “brother judge” none tm 
fraternally and broke fais glasses An 
occulist did bis bif to uphold the 
dignity of law and repaired the 
speddclcs in record time, before an 
issue was made of the inadent More 
recently and dramatically—d team 
of PWD plumbers summoned to clear 
the- (togged draircs ol the Judicial 
Lemiinicsioner’v Com t—the highest In 
the 1 eriitory—-< ante out iirmi the 
drams with quite a cc/rpus dcliett 
over 150 used rubbei cnndomv 
Whe-ther the law is an ass or not, 
someone jolly well went for a ride ih 
the Courts pi ivies 

MARIO CABRAL e SA Goa 


L^w and disorder 

The two seem to go together m Goa 



CONVERSATIONS 


'Left prospects depend 

on unity' 




Why hM the htdm 
Communut movement 
been mo weak^ 

A, Before aa«wefiD| 

I the quection, 1 abouM 
atate tlut the Commanut movement 
b not ao week as many people tma 
Mine la It a amatl thing that the 
DMt ooo-Congresa Government to he 
fomad in any State waa that of the 
Unttod GommiSBiet PartySubae 
quant devulapmenta show that even 
»nir the 1964 split of the Party, the 
CoW iwi a nt tta constitute the major 
force w Um Lett Opposition This, 
however, u not tv deny that it could 
havu been much slrongei than it » 
today lor this there are objective 
as well as subjective reasons Among 
the former, the most luiporUmt is 
the Immrnae hold ot the bourgeois 
and piecapitalist ideology among 
the masses Oandbism, Hindu ana 
lalamli and otbi‘r varieties ot revi 
valiwu. casteivni. eti, have a power* 
(«l hold on the minds of the Moplc 
The atruggle agaiiiH these and other 
alien ideologies made the Commu 
alat movement what it is today If 
it has not been stronger than it is 
tuday. the reason lies in the subjec 
five factor, le the inadequary of the 
struggle waged by the Party leader- 
•hip against these alien ideologies 

0 what has been the cause of 
the spilt in Mse world Communsst 
movement ? 

A The end of the Serxind World 
War MW a new correlatiou of fmxM 
In world politics. The attempt of 
world tapltaliani to isolate the so' 
aaliat world was finally broken and 
a aodaliat world embiaring almost 
eue-thtrd of humanity, came into 
•aisteoce Peaceful coexiatemv be¬ 
tween the two worlds became a 
•eoeaaity. Sooahst countries and 
tiwir ruling Parties tune to have 
relations vntb various capitalist coun- 
tries. This led to divergence among 
the ruling Patties of the various 
aooalist countries regarding the an- 
SMsmeot of the world aituauon in 
gonerat and of individual oountriaa 
and their governments in the capi 
taliat world Parallel to these divw- 
gencea among the ruling sodalist 
Paities, diveigeoces aioae also 
among the lattei and the Communist 
and workeis’ Parties m the capital¬ 
ist lOutttitea This in a generahsed 
form IS the origin of the dtSeraners 
whKh led to the split 


V Hhot or* th# prospeett of the 
Communur movement ? 

A Ohjectivnly speaking, the 
proapecu aie veiy good internatki- 
oal as well as m IndUa Tlie oriaia 
«« 


The CPI(M) oenerot aecreittry. Mr 
F M S NAMBOODTRJPAD, affec¬ 
tionately colled I M i> , 13 among the 
foremost of today's Left leaders, and 
a stounrh deliever m the indtepen 
nabthty of the Communist movement 
far notional progress. 1ARUN GAN 
CULY spoke to hhm about the 
(Pl(M)'s poll etrategy prospect# and 
the meue of a united Left, 



IMS Namboodiripad 


at the capitalwt wataa on « world 
acaie and the crisia of the ca^talM 
path of devclopmeat pursued by tiie 
ruling clasMS in India have preparad 
the iield for a ra^ advanoa for tiM 
international and Indian Comraunw 


OiSF work among thekis< 
ansistegging Mindthat 
among ^ade unkmaand 
stiKtents 


movements. This very favouraUe 
prospect, however, creates its own 
proMems — Ideological, pohtical and 
practical They arise from the faid 
that the Communuta are operating 
not m a vacuum, but m the bade- 
ground ot continuoua contact, involv 
mg cooperation as well as confronta 
tion witii capitalism and in India 
also with precapitalist rclatioiis and 
ideologies Delicate questions ooiif 
on^mng the assessment of the situn- 
bon and the hne of approach anse. 
The poasibiUty of a slip here or there 
has to be kept in mind but can he 
minimised if the Party adheres to 
the basic Imuts of Marxitm-Leninisai 
and correctly applv them 


V But waat IS the CPIfMye poll 
strategy f Why ts it so ^ 

A The essentials of our strategy 
may be summed up as (a) getting 
as many candidates of the Congress 
(U and RSS-Jana Sangh-domhiated 
Janata, as possible defeated For 
tws, It is necessary to (b) ensure the 
victory ot sudi candidates as have 
the beat chance of winning against 
the Coogressvl) and the Janata, (c) 
guarantee the victory of as many 
l^u and democratic candidates at 
possible since they are the moot con 
sisteni amimg the anb-authontarian 
a^ secular candidates and (d) oecure 
Adequate representabon for mir 
Party in Parliament 
T^s te for tlM idmide reason that, 
while the authoritarian foroea rw 
by the Congreasa) and die 
Htaau cnauvinut commiuial forow 
repretuted by the RSSJana Sangb 
pose the immediate political threat 
to the dmnocratic movement, the 
problems of the country can 
be resolved only through such socto- 
oconomlc reforms as are proposed 
w the Isdt and democrabc forces. 
Among the latter, the CPi(M) is the 
most conaiafent hi fightiim for 
larism, democracy and haaic 
economic tranaformabona. 


Q Who m yaw optnsan wtU bo 
thr mom oontenders m the poflaf 
If the JanatttfS) oomes oat the wmw 
er, how far wiU your support gof 
A The Congreasd), the KS8> 
dominated Jaagu and the Jaaatnfh)- 
Congress oombiaation are the niaiB 
caotenders. If the latter oomee out 
the wuiMT, we wilt help it to form 
Om Goverjunent and give it audi 
support as is necessary for fighting 
autnonunaaitm and oonmmaaUsab 
We will ot oonrse indepcadeatljr 
champioa tim cause of the warUag 
peopte and strive to make thn Cov- 
enmeat adopt aa much or the Left 






to 'leacT' the 
oAeitmuch less m 
iiad them for hringii^ 
ibettt dianges inthe^i* 
tico'-economic system". 


and democratic programme as is 
-possible. 

0 Do you thrnik in. the comma 
Lem Sabha the formation of a gov 
emmeiU will depend on the CPi(M) 
and Left Parties * 

A 1 hope that the unity that 
will emerge during the election cam 
pdijm will make it possible for Uio 
Left to cooperate with the Jdnata(S; 
and the Congress in providing a gen 
uineiy democratic and secular gov 
enunent Ibe CPKM) and oihef 
Left Parties will not ot course idve 
up thdr independent struggle for 
radical soao-economic reiorms 

Q What u the poll prospect of 
the Left Parties’ 

A It all depends on the extmit 
to which, and the rapidity with 
which, the Left Parties are able to 
umte among themselves and come to 
an understanding with the Janata(S) 
and the Congn-ss It they do this, the 
prospects are very good 

Q What wtU be the retotson tarth 
CPI, if the Kerala tangle is no* 
soloed’ 

A I sincerely hope that it will 
be solved If it is not ot course we 
wiU have to give the situation a 
second look 

Q What ts the strabegy for wot 
adfiutment among Left Partiee* 

A There is a Simple formula 
wbicfa can be applied not only in re- 
latioa to the adiustments among the 
Left Parties but among them and 
the other anti-authoritanan and 
secular forces That formula is who 
among the prospective candidates, 
le candidates to be put up by each 
of the Parties, will be m a position 
to ensure the maximum mobilisation 
of voters against the Congressd) and 
the Janata Oifferences are of 
(xiurse, likely to aiise on the answer 
to tins question They, however, can 
be sorted out if there is a oommem 
determinatmn to ensure that there 
siiall not be any dispersal of votes 
Q In the Howrah Plenum, you 
had decided to increcae your strength 
m the Hmdi belt How far have you 
been successful in that and haw will 
the eiectoral adjustments help you m 
achteuiM that pool’ 

A lo be exact, our decaskm was 
to increase our strength in all regiiKia 
where we are weak today, iaeJuding 
the Hindi bw The latter has its 
own specific prbblems since it is a 
regioQ consisting ot several States, 
inhabited by ovw 40 per cent of the 
Indian populatHm end speeking e 
single laguege. The etectorel 
struggle will undoubtedly help thk 


undoubtedly help thk 


process W« hope to emerge out of 
this electoral sti-uggle as the biggest 
single Party of the Left playing its 
role m the all-India struggle for 
democracy secularism and basic 
Koao-economK transformations As 
for the Hindi belt, we have made a 
small heginmng by way of starting 
a weekly organ in Hmdi and shall 
follow it up with publications in 
Hindi, Party sdiools for cadres in 
the Hindi speaking region etc 

Q So far as western VP, Delht, 
Haryana end Aaiasthan era concern 
ed, your Party has increased its 
strength tn (racte' unions and student 
bodies Why have you lagged behmd 
on the kxsan front m Punjab, Harya 
na and such other States* 

A We may say in general that 
not only in the regions mentioned 
but everywhere, our work among the 
kisans is lagging behind that in the 
trade union and student sectors The 
reason for this lies partly m the 
differences between the character of 
the movement in the urban and lural 
areas The industrial and educatio¬ 
nal sectmu are by their very nature 
organised, making it easier for build 
ing the corresponding mass orgamsa 
lions The rural sector, on the other 
hand, is comparatively dispersed 
Furthermore, the influence of caste 
communal and other pie capitalist 
ideologies on the minds of the masses 
is mudi stronger The stiuggle in 
this sector, therefore is much more 
cumpheated 

Still another factor to be noted is 
that, unlike in the days of freedom 
stiuggle when the agranan question 
was more or less simple (directed 
against the feudal landluros), the 
problems are much more complicated 
today Our Party as well as others 
who are active on the agrarian front 
have not been successful enough in 
dealing with these problems 

Q In eastern Inma. West Bengal 
and Tripura, you are tfia majui 
Party What do you think are the pro 
specie of the Party m Assam anl the 
North Eastern Couned States What 
about Bdmr? 

A Let me hasten to remove a 
misundei standing inherent in this 
question becuring single Party 
majority has never been our intention 
even m West Bengal and Tnpura 
when we proceeded to build the Left 
1 runt We were prepared, and did lu 
tact try to have an alliance witn 
nun Left Parties in both the States 
So tar as the future is oonoerned, 
our Party programme and the pohu 
cal resolution of oui Party Longress 
makes it clear that «ve are trying to 
build the Lett and democratic front 
which, we hope, will develop unto the 
people’' democratic front Ibe imto- 
specu of auch united Left and demo¬ 
cratic Governmenu in difierent 
States depends on the extent to 
which we succeed in uniting the Left 
and in having working arrangements 
with other anti-authoritarian end 
secular furaea 

Q WiU on aUwnee wUh the CPI 
m Andhra knprooe the position of 
Lefb Purtim thmef 

A. It oortemlr wiU. but more 
Chan that is required Anu-enthon- 
Unan end eecnier foroea who et'il 
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riinain in the non-L^t Parties should 
also be brought into more working 
arrangement 

Q So far as Kerala is ooncented. 
even tf there ts no understandmg 
wdh the CPI, how wM the CPIfAt) 
fare' 

A It IS hazardous to make my 
ctHicrete iorecast What cm bft 
stated is only that, while the CPIP^ 
is the biggest single Party in tlM 
State It IS not the majority Party 
and will not fare well if all the 
others combine against ft. The qiMt- 
uon IS whether ail the others wiO 
cumbme it and, if not, which irtlw 
Part} will take what stand. 

Q Now coming back to the Party 
set-up, the top leadership has fp 
mamed unchanged for tong, ore you 
(htn/wng of mjectsng fresh bloodff 

A Proinotlons from below ia om 
of the pnnnples accepted by the 
Howrah Plenum ol the Party. Its 
iraplementatioo, however, has to be 
carefully worked out 1 am sure, 
when We meet m the next Party 
Ckmgress, a lot id fresh blom wiU 
bt loiected into it 

<3 With the Rightist foreee in 
duorray, do you thmk that the 
CPI(M) cun now lead the Left md 
democralM Parties to brmg about a 
change in the poltticoaoonomie 
system^ 

A Hie idea contained in the 
quesUun appi ars to be too atmpliatie. 
ibe Rightist forces are no doulK in 
disarray But there is a lot of fmt 
left tn them There are, beskTet, 
ideological, pohbcal and organkatto* 
nal questions which create differenoea 
among the Left and democratic 
Patties themselves H requires the 
patient effort of ail the Left and 
democratic Parties to resolve tbnm 
problems No single Party cm ikto 
sumr to "lead” the others—much 
less to “lead them for bringing abooit 
changes m the politiaveoimqinle 
system” The CPKM) can only en¬ 
deavour, in cooperation with aQ 
other l^t and democratic Parties, 
to resolve the differences among 
themselves and to take the maxhniim 
advmtage of the disarray ia the 
Rigbti^ forces 

Q What is the future of a 
broadbased Left and democratic unity 
m ttiie oountryT 

A Prom the answers idven 
above, it will be dear that tiiere are 
good prospects for such unity There 
are also pratdems to be resolved tt 
these prospects ere to be realist It 
will be the endeavour our Party 
to resolve these problenis in cooperac 
Uon with the fraternal Patties 

49 



^he 1964 split was a big blow' 


WIti/ u th 0 Ccmtnutmt 
MODement k> weak 
K I 4o sot atjcepl that 
the Cwmmuaiat movement 

_I in India u “so weak" as 

you say ft has struck deep roots u 
anme of the htstes of our country 
Uke Kerala. West Benieal, Bihar 
Andhra, Tamil Nadu, Punjab UP, 
Assam. Mahaiashtra In other States 
aWo it has pockets of influence It is 
true that compaicd with the vastness 
•I our country, it is not that strong 
as to be able to change the course of 
events, though it it is united, it esn 
play a signihcant role even now in 
the political life oJ the country, alona 
with the othei left and democratic 
Pertles 

It has to be remembered that the 
Communist movement is not like any 
other movement It has objective and 
subjective factors standing in the way 
of Hs rapid advance Ibey are 
I) The aim of the Communist 
movement is to bring about revotu 
tkmarv changes in the soou-ecvinomic 
system of the country through the 
establishment of socialism by the 
creation of the State power of the 
toiling people under the leadership 
of the woiiung class The transfer oi 
powei from one exploiting class to 
anothei exploiting class is relatively 
much easier than the transfer of 
power from the exploiting class to 
the exploited class 
tl) 1 his Is inuih more difficult in 
a big country Itki ours wMb all its 
diversity of retigion caste, language 
and cullure Siuh a Ooveinment of 
the toilets cun be csUSbIisbed only 
when the overwhelming majority oi 
the peopk' are be ought jound to that 
position by fighting against the above 
mentioned obstacles. 

fit) The united Cjoinmualst move 
ment emergiKi as the mam Opposi 
tion after the hitt general elections 
under adult franchise held in 195Z 
both at the Centre and In a number 
of States like Kerala, Andhra, West 
Bengal The split in the Communist 
movement In I9M was a big blow to 
the Communist movement in the 
country which reduced its capMity 
to Influence the political life m out 
country 

IV) vVe do not claim that we have 
been fully successful in understand¬ 
ing fbe very complex nature erf our 
country’s soao-economic set up For 
that matter we also do not think 
any other Party has succeeded in tins 
matter fully Some of the mistakes 
vie cunimitlcd also emanated from 
this and they obstructed the path 
forward 

The Communist movement in oui 
country is now coming doser basing 
on the national and international ex 
peilences over the last seven years 

Q X>o pou ewo is a pe' the prmmt 
comlnp rfocev irf the two ConMnunlsS 
Portses inil Iswu to thaw untfieottomt 
What ore the problems of indflcuNoii 
&0 


KEWAL VARMA speaks to Haie- 
shuKir Boo, general veerptorp of me 
CPI 


—ore they political or personal d^fe 
renees among the leaders^ 

A I ijiust state fiankly that it is 
only the polKical and ideologual and 
practical differences that are in the 
way of the unity of the Commnnlsi 
movement, not personal differences 
among h'aders os you say I can 
vouchsafe that we aic that much 
selfless and broad niindc d as not to 
put personal dtff(iencc>s in the way 
of the inuty of the Communist move 
ment 

Q How do you erplam your nllt 
ance vnth the kulak leadtor Charan 
'iinghr Hou> would you rxplam tht» h 
your hartjan and landless labourers" 

A At the vc>rv outset 1 have to 
state that emr Party has no alliance 
with the l#ok Dal led by Cbaudhuri 
Chaian Singh We will have only ad 
justment of seats with the Lok Dal 
CongressflO alliance in the coming 
niidteim eieemons to the Lok Sabha 
We are fully tonsuuut of the hour 
geois class nature of this alliance and 
Its serious limitations, though it has 
in It sections of the sonalists leftists 
and progiessives We will help this 
alliance to form a Covcrninrnt but 
will judge Its performance fiom issue 
to issue We will not give general 
support to It We aie taking this 
positive attitude tu this alliance Ik* 
cause It was bom in the fight against 



the RSS Jana Sangh-dommatcKl Janata 
Party and the Indira Congress 
dominated tv authoritarianism and it 
has pledged to fight this twin dan¬ 
ger in the coming elections This al¬ 
liance has come at g time when the 
left and democratic alternative which 
we envisaged m our Bbatinda Con 
gress has not yet materialised Our 
present approach, we think will help 
the consolidation of left and democra 
tic forces in the country Our Party 
(CPI), as also the CPI(M), have sec¬ 
tions of agricultural workers under 
our influence We do not at all feel 
diffident to explain our stand to these 
dgri ultural workers 
Q rhere is au wnprpysion that 
earlier the CPI was a tail of the 
Congress, then the CPI(M) played 
icvond fiddle to the Janata Party Is 
U that the two Communxsi Parties 
logeher are now losing their mdtvt 
duality and becoming the tad of the 
( haran Shtgh dominated alliance * 

A Wt tre at with contempt such 
teims like tail and “second fiddle” 
which arc used tu slander the 
Communist movement We are 
not "tails" or “second fiddle" to 
anybody Our communist movement 
has IS gUiriuus a lec-ord of saniiice 
in the sCiuggle loi the fieedom of 
our country and in the cause of the 
toiling people for over more than 
five decades We do have relations 
wKh other boutgtois Parties on some 
ivsues when wi think that it will be 
useful in advancing thi cause ot the 
countiv the democratic movement 
and the toiling people It having 
such relations is slandered as being 
tails of somebody then it means that 
wc should not have any relations 
with liny bourgeois Party We do 
nirf agree with this 
I have to state that the present 
unjust electoral system is responsible 
(or miny of the troubles and mis 
understandings that arise in the 
(siutsc of elections Under the pre 
sent electoral system the bourgeois 
Partus aie the mam gainers because 
Chough they do not get a majority 
of the votes they manage to get a 
majority of the seats out of propor¬ 
tion to then electoral support ami 
come to power For instance, the 
Congress Party, which ruled this 
lounto for 30 years, di^ not get 
more than 43 per cent of the votes 
m its heyday hut it secured an over 
whelming majority of segts in Parlia- 
mi*nt rhat u why our Party has 
bc-en advocating from the beginning 
he introduction of the system erf 
ptupoitional representation in our 
country under which each Party will 
get seats accordmg to lU suymort 
aiiicmg the electorate I thmk ft js 
high tune that all Paitiea which 
stand for true democracy fight for 
this system of proportional represea 
tation being introduced in our coun¬ 
try replacing the present one Thu 
system will go a long way fa also 
elimmaimg au aorta cm opportuniatic 



alUaiiou, elMtorgl corntp^ and 
the pfaenomenoa of ‘ejre Ram and 
gaya Ram* whitA have become ao 
\ common in our country these days 

Q Then u on hnpreasion that Ihe 
CPI hat been tatlormg as policy on 
domestic os toeU os mtematwmal 
issues to suit Moscow’s mtereets 
Him do you refute tkts tmpressum'* 
Could you 0*00 concrete examples to 
the contrary’ 

A This is yet another slander 
whidi has been hurled against our 
Party since its very inception. Simi 
larly it has been the case with every 
Communist Party in the world Marx 
and Engels, founders of Communism, 
were charged of being British agents 
by the German monopolists of those 
days, while Lenin was slandered as 
being a German agent by the Czar 
and the Russian ruhng classes 
. Marxism Lemnism is a world philo¬ 
sophy and the Communist movement 
IS a world movement Every Commu 
nist Party applies this philawphy to 
(oncretr ronaitions and the hiMory 
and traditions (tf Ks country and for* 
mulates its programme On the basis 
of that programme it strives to mold 
lise the people of the country through 
struggles Because we have striven 
for sudi a goal we have been aide 
to build a Coromumst movement in 
our country rooted among the people 
V/e are proud that not only has the 
Communist movement played an Im 
portant role in our country’s life, hut 
the ideal of soaalism, m propagating 
which our Party played a pioneering 


role, has now been accepted and 
incorporated in our country’* Gonsti 
tution In the same way many more 
things like zamindarl abolition and 
land to the tiller, mmimum wage, 
abolition of native States and Privy 
Pulses of the former princes, which 
our Party was the first to advocate 
and fight for, have been accepted by 
etcii the bourgeois Governments of 
the country, though they were not 
implemented properly 

Q The long auoeiation with the 
Congress has softened the CPI 
eadres How do you propoee to 
make the cadres rnwont ? There it 
a complaint by the left that the CPI 
wants only unity without any etrug 
gle What is the answer to this f 

A We do not accept that our 
cadres are non militant or that our 
Party wants unity without struggle 
We oare soy that our Party bas been 
second to none in the matter of ini 
tiating and conducting struggles of 
the workers, peasanu, agrioiltural 
labourers and other sections of the 
people and students durmg all these 
years At the same time we omstant 
ly try to remove any weaknesses in 
ue Party and streamline it to be 
able to face the senpus tasks before 

It 

Q The Communist movement, it is 
saM, has lost the revolutionary pars 
poettve In trade- unkma. tt It eeo 
nomttm, on the peasant front the 
movement u too poor How do you 
think unity amona ihe left will bring 
bach the revolunonary perepecUver 


A . We do not agrae vtititn jrtm ifiy 
that the Communist movemm lyu 
lost its revoluUonary perspective of 
estabUshing a socialist system of 
society through the formation of a 
revolutionary Government of tile toil* 
lag people During the last two 
years, aU seebons of the peofie. to* 
eluding even the police and aecnrity 
forces, have entered the arena of 
struggle for their demands gad 
against the anti-people polidet of 
the Janata Government It was the 
CPI and the CP1{M) and other left 
Partie.s that boldly led this maa* up 
suigp and succeeded in wining maw 
of their demands Whatever dlfif- 
culties come in the way of the peo¬ 
ple’s movement have to ho removod 
so that we are able to cope with the 
tasks 

Q You eaU at Hte Prees oonfar- 
enee after the eonduehn of th* 
notional council tRot Hie Party was 
unanarums atioul coming to an aloe- 
taral understanding with JoMtefS) 
and Congress, noHmhstanding the rw- 
servations of Mr Donee. What Witt 
be the relatxnuhfe of the Party with 
Mr Danger Will you aoeept Ms 
reelpnation, if he presem for UT 

A lliere is no neod to answer all 
(roes of hypotheticsjl quoations Uko 
tile one you have put Oura is a 
working class Parw with its own 
disdpline, whose chairman is Cbm- 
fade Danae, a veteran who has sam- 
Aced all his life for the cause M fee 
country. Communism and the toUiag 
people 
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Black M baanithil 

lortnai and dienriad black 
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Contidwr B«|ai Pr«siur« Cookws few 
ifittMtcA Ourtachniealknovyhowhat 
rMuttMl m tt>« dawetopmant of prMsure 
coolk«n With tfw thirkMt body gaupa 
m vaiiout Mzm Basidas they hav« a 
stainla^s siaat vent tuba a gasket that s 
guarantaad for a longer period of time 
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Every 

Bajaj product 
is backed by 
technological 
expertise 
that guarantees 
first rate 
performance 


Pioneers of household appliances in 
India Baiai offer the mou impressive 
array of these gadgets—backed by 
the largest network ot sales and service 
centres in the country 
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The CPI(M)'s 
bourgeois-baiting 


Puthtng 70, end vkh on irreektlble 
fondness for cigars, PROMODE DAS- 
GUPTA w the chairman of the Left 
Front Committee' in West Bengal and 
an important personalitv *n Left po¬ 
lities. He it alto the secretary to (he 
CPI (M) State Committee, and a 
member of the Politburo, “rho CPI 
(M) lotU cartahilv increase itt tally 
of seats in the coming election^’ he 
told SHYAMAL KR,CHAKRABORTY 
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On what main issues 
will the CPI (M) carry 
out its election campaign 
this time? Do you agree to 
I the contention that food, 
law and order and the Emergency 
were the main issuer of your pM 
campaign during the ParU a men ta r y 
etoctiont in 1967, 1971 and 1977? 

A: We were not prepared for tbe 
elections so suddenly at this point of 
tune. The election campaign may be 
conducted on political issues. Why 
dkt the Janata Government fall? The 
Government had 300 MPs in the Lok 
Sabba. But why did internal dispu¬ 
tes arise? What was the role of the 
Jana Sangh and the RSS in tbe (Ja¬ 
nata) Government? Why did riots 
recur in Aligarh? Why were two his¬ 
tory books banned hy the Janata 
Government? Wby is Hindi being 
prraagated? How can the Jana Sangh 
and RSS dream of establishiag a 
Hindu rashtra? In the last two years 
how has the Jana Sangh trim to 
capture control of everything? It is 
thw political issues mt we shall 

e lace before tbe people. We shall 
sll them about ourselyes. Besides, 
we shall also (in our campaign) 
oppose autocracy. We shall highlight 
the failure of the two-year Janata 
niie—during these two years the 
Janata Government foUowed the 
same ecoaomic policies which the 
Congress bad folfowed for 30 years. 
We will tell ^e people about all 
this. These same political issues 
were involved in the last three elec- 
tions, but those elections were fought 
around a number itf separate events. 

Qt This k the first tine that a 
Left Front GooernmetU is M newer 
In West Bengal. Do you thinh this 
wdl help your Portias aleetion eom- 
palms ? In the some context, do you 
kiink th« Section wM be free and 
fair? 

A; 1 do not agree with the first 
point of your quesUon. It is incor¬ 
rect to say that tbe Left Front Gkiv- 
emment is in power in West Bengal. 
While the Government exists, it nos 
no power. Tbe power to transfer 
poUcemen is no power at all. It is 
true we are in the State GoVeni- 
ment. and (while we are in power) 
thia IS the first time that ParUamen- 
t«v eiectfons are being held in West 



Promode Dasgupta 


Bengal. But elertion.<i other than 
Parliamentary elections have been 
held (while we have been in power). 
Last year there were the panchayat 
elections, and they were totally free 
and fair. Hie fact that elections to 
56,000 panchayat seats were held in 
a day is no small matter. After the 
results had been declared, many peo¬ 
ple bad protested that the elections 
were not free. But we can claim 
with authority that there have never 
been elections as free and fair as 
the panchayat elections. And I also 
believe that the people of West Ben. 
gal are happy with tbe Left From 
Government. The peo^e have wit¬ 
nessed how, after 1OT7, so many 
governments have Collapsed. Pat 
ties like the Congress and Janata 
have broken, but the Left From 
(vovernment has not This has crea¬ 
ted a favourable impreasioir among 
tbe people. 

Q; Your Party, the CPI (M), wOn 
five aeat* In Ihe 1967 Partmmentary 
elections, and 20 in 1971, In 1977 you 
won 17 ParUamentary seats as a 
rmlt of electoral adjtutments with 
other Parties. Do you think you will 
capture a greater number of seats 
this time? 

A: Our telly at seats in West 
Bengal will certainly increase this 
time, but I will not say 1^ how many. 

Q: There k a rumour in political 
drelee that you have some Hfferm- 
cee of opinion with Chief Minister, 
Mr Jyoti Bosu, on eertam issues. Do 
you admit this? If so, k there any 
major point af difference? 


A : In my opinion there is no 
basis to this rumour. Why don't you 
point out what tbe differences are 
k'lwcen Jyoti Basu and me. There 
ar(- neither any minor differences 
nor major ones. Some people always 
look for an opportunity to attack out 
relationship. Ibeir sole hiteDtioD in 
doing .so is to vilify the CPI (M). 
They have not gained anything by 
doing thi.s, nor are they expectM to 
gain anything. 

Q. What is your opinion about 
(he performance of the Left PYoed 
Government in the last two years? 
Will this performance have a bearing 
On the commg Parliamentary elee- 
tions? 

A; We have been taUdng about 
the creditable performance of the 
Lof) Front Government and the peo¬ 
ple are also aware of it. Tbe voten 
will certainly judge us on the basts 
of our performance. Our Govern- 
ment’.s service to the people will de¬ 
finitely make an impression with tbe 
people. 

Q: What ore the prospects of Left 
umty in West Bengal? Will the 
Left Front accept more Leftist Par¬ 
ties into K» tola in the near future? 

A; How can we say whether 
other left Parties will join tbe Left 
Front or not? But in my opinion 
there is not much scope (of other 
Leftist Parties joining). The happen¬ 
ings of the last two years easily 
prove the point. No other Leftist Par¬ 
ties have wholeheartedly supported 
the Left Front fat its efforts. X do not 
like ^elr wayig ■ 
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AN EYE TO INDIA 


The view from the Press Club 


A s the oimplexity of the eltoation 
hi ladle oeopena, R it plaiB Chat 
mull forelfa olwervert have given 
HP the ghoet, orthrown la the tnweL 
Tmsjf cannot undenuuid woat it go¬ 
ing on in indie Id tney ever oouki), 
and aMMt have tiniply etopped trying. 
Mecaever ae far at the average 
Britiah ciNBBeniator*t view of uuua 
it onaoerned. he tenda to learn little 
and lorget nothing. Thirty yean 
idtor the Uneven the youngeat re- 


portent of 


to he in Um 


‘new' generatma ttill 


ip of genetically 
redeaea. Theae 


Um aril 

IranMaitiad ooloaiar i 
tali them, without the atrain of hav¬ 
ing to dunk ahout it, that India and 
Ae are m*<**«g>" g There 

Will olwaya be for them, caate and 
chaoa: Vlctwion oddity. Osfam pov- 
and lira Oandhi, Above att, 
will ahnya be the falae ro¬ 
of ladla'a pmmaaaat 
(Thoar wUL of omrae, 
ud In^'a deep hat- 


eep hat- 


rad for Britain and the 
Thoao who wilia from neat Street 
need never, and rarely do. leave 
thok oAoea In order to reproduce 
thoae editorial dicliet. 

Thooe who actually bother to go to 
India to write their up-to-tbe-nunute 
analyaaa from a comer table in the 
DeiU Preoa Qub nanally emerge only 
to aeek refuge from the beat of the 
aun on higlwr ground, or up the 
Xto^Nr. There u fortunately plenty 

B ig on theae daya in Kabul, lolama- 
. or Kathmandu to idve theae 
ob aa r va r a of the Indiaa aoene a 
breathor, and a change of aoenery 
foam their hotel windowa, if they get 
that far. Certain^, getdag om of 
DeBd odfera e bUaaiui freedom Iran 
the diSkult teak of unravelling the 
p r aaa n t circumatancea in political 
India; or from identifying and analya- 
Ing at dooe qaartera the true nature 
of Ha people'a aodal and economic 
oonditloii. And even when they do 
put their poat-Deaai drinka down, and 
eeOM out into the open, inatant chdie 
tenda to reappear in atandard forma: 
aa, aoy. adourful travetofM from 
Katbinir or Ooty, crooodue teara 
from the neareat buotee round the 
comer, or aooood-band teaponeea 
pinched from the lateat iaaoe of an 
bdian political weekly. Tbe qnldteal 
Aert-cttt to painleaa poUtkel enehrala 
la phitnly a vlait to a Dalhi anwa- 
eland. and a quidi anmraary of an 
•rttcla uauaUy taken, with or wttheut 
ackaowMgeawnt. frem fndm Today 
or Pundoy 

No wondor, than, Chat tho 'averaga 
BagUahmaa* —» tf he la interealed et 



and for ma the moat importeal. In 
any caae, for the everage BngUab- 
bc 


BY DAVID SELBOURNE 


nmn, India meana little more than 
hamigranta with Peter Sellen ec- 
oeata, curry and cridwt The ‘aver¬ 
age joumaliat’ (for whom India ia a 
kmay poating which offera mly heat 
and moaquitoea, deferential aervanta, 
and an early death from dnrfaoala of 
the liver) haa done little or nothing 
to deepen the trivial ahallowneaa of 
Britiah peroepUona of the aubcon- 
tinenL *rhe other day, having no¬ 
thing better to do, I tuned into a 20- 
minnte BBC Radio talk, called 
Decaying Spleadoura', a title which 
ahould have warned me udut to ex¬ 
pect. It waa yet another noatalgic 
tnveller'a tele — almoet always ac 
false end exaggerated as the siae of 
tbe engler’s fish which got away — 
of the ‘wonders of the Ref. The 
fpenker told the aort of stories about 
India now which the Britiah are still 
fond of telling each other, thonah 


TIm BVgrgiQg Engifthmgn 
fcatn't tfc« foogiggt idg* of 
wKot If MpponSng in 
IimHo. H moong iitflo morn 
fo fiioi) funmigraiiff 
wiHi Solltre oeeont. 


onN because no one else will Usten; 
and no wonder. For cmr intrepid 
explorer, e young film producer, had 
recently been in darkest India, and 
bad actually hacked his way thraugh 
the Jungles «t Ae aouA, as far as 
llyacau; whiA was breathlesaly prr- 
aontad to the Uatener to be as strange 
and distant a place as aoy Ifoper 
Amaaonisn rain forest It was a tate 
of his ‘diacovoTy‘ of the peleoes of 
Ao departed princes — ea (f the 
dttaens of Myaore were unawere of 
thoir existence, a charactertotlc 
cohmial IHuaion. He even compared 
tala finda of Victorian rehca of the 
BaJ in dualy jMlaoe roams with those 
ef Howard Certer’s ia Egypt, vrhen 
ha came upon the woodnra of Tntni- 
khamea at Kamak. 

Ohviouatar. this kind of rubbUh 
fhms comfort to noatalgic and wistful 
memorlas In Chaltenhaffl and Bourn 
mnuA, the elaphants* grawnard of 
tha British CokmeL If reuycd by tbe 
BBC World Se^oe (aa It probably 
has been) it would also console the last 
Brttiab twepere in their ermchairs 
in the Calcutta Club, atin dreaming 
ef the daya when the Indians knew 
thalr statktna. Laet ohviouahr. K aHIl 
rapreaents a large pert nf the staple 
fore ef our Indian dint ia foitnta. for 
nU Aa world as if Asia mm livnd la 


England’s shadow, mther Aan Ae 
other way round. And vAen oar 
brave adventurer (at a BBC fee of 
£1 or more a minute) actually 
claimed that an obliging and dafoma- 
tial native at the palace had alwd a 
sentimeatal tear at hia deportare, 
there would not have been a dry eye 
in Ae Home Countlea either. Few Ala 
tvas confirmation of An place of 
Britain in Ae coUeAve heart of 
InAa; an illusion whiA augaeats that 
if Ae experience of ooloniausm muA 
latea Ae minds of Ae colonised (as 
it does), it eviilBntly mutilates Ae 
minds cif Ae coloniser alao. 

What wiA one Aing and another 
— and I have itft out Ae others — 
there is every reason why BritiA 
responses to, and joumaliatic analy- 
sea of, Indian affairs are so often 
inept and unauttaentlc. And academics 
are not immune eHher; on Ae con¬ 
trary. For they too suffer aentoly 
from tbe assumption — more a dis¬ 
ease of Ae mind — that Ae EniAA 
know more about India than Ae 
Indians do. After all, not hmg ago 
in The CuordMn. so eminent and radi¬ 
cal-minded an historian as Edward 
Thompson expressed surprise that 
Delhi Universitv students he had met 
were so well-informed about India. 
SnA forms of colonial arrogance 
and patronisation are obviously con¬ 
tagious. Worse, and as wiA nmlaria, 
once Infected it is hard to shake «IB 
Ae disease of preindioe, truism, and 
Engfish s^lf-imnortance A relation 
to India. The victim never seems to 
recover, staaaering from unexplored 
dfAe to cliAe. or from one Andis- 
covered* nalan to another, unHI final- 
hr overtaken, or fleeing from India. A 
terminal state is nsnatly marked bv 
an nncritiral enAnsiasm for the Rat, 
and the belief that HMngs wera 
ma A bettor nndar Ae BrltiiAi’. Qtdte 
n few Indians evideiitk suSar from 
the same lymptonu, uvlng oin^ 
Ae disease Iran excessive familiar¬ 
ity WiA tbe infected. Monover Ae 
disease is not.merely iafeCthms ana 
oontagiona. For like syphilis, it seems 
to be passed on to Ae next genera¬ 
tion as a bUndnesa of mina and 
judgment about India sad Indian^ 
wldA has been inherited fay nmt « 
today's soAblers on Ae snhiaet 
Whether I too am bAid. or Jnst pai^ 
tlii% sighted, mast be jnfiimd by 
oAert. 

Certoiaiy there are few, if any. 
BrftlA oommentatiws fAo oaem to 
be aware of Ae massive sQntag of 
social forces whiA ia underway faa- 
aeath Ae surface of Aa ‘wnrid's 
lariest deiaocraqr‘. And wbito Aa 
‘decaying sideadoars’ of Aa Rgi 
attracs some, and tha bar «f Aa 
Pram (Aib baAona oAars, they are 
am to iad md aHbm. ■ 






THE MEDIA 


His master's voice 


fi"s interesting that in these feve- 
* rish months of electioneering, 
the debate on the role of newspa¬ 
pers has again shifted to accusa¬ 
tions against proprietors. There is 
little that is new in the charges 
that are being levelled, but it is 
curious cerlainlv that politicians 
of all hues complain of bias among 
owners. 

Mrs Gandhi's “Most of the pro¬ 
prietors are against me" is, of 
course, as predictable as Mr Bhu- 
pesh Gupta’s earlier tirade against 
the “blackmailing tactics” of Press 
tycoons who were impeding the 
efforts of wage boards. But if the 
rationale of these strictures is that 
newspapers, being owned by reac¬ 
tionary capitalists, oppose liberal 
economic policies, it stands to rea¬ 
son that the Press and Mr Charan 
Singh should be thick as thieves. 

The Prime Minister doesn’t app 
car to think so. lie secs newspa¬ 
pers as maliciously “creating the 
Indira wave”, accuses “big mono¬ 
poly houses” of maligning the Lok 
Dal, and describes the Press as his 
principal enemy. We already knew 
from Mr Rai Narain, who is gifted 
with the knack of saying today 
what Mr Charan Singh thinks to¬ 
morrow. that the diehard Fourth 
P.statc was implacably determined 
to sabotage the Lok Dal's progres¬ 
sive and enlightened programmes. 
We now know from Mr Jagtivan 
Ram that simple assignations bet¬ 
ween contestant politicians are 
wickedly misrepresented by schem¬ 
ing newspapers simply to help the 
Janata Party’s enemies. 

Mr Devi Lai in Haryana and Mr 
Karpoori Tbakur in Bihar, though 
on opposite sides of the fence, 
seem to share the same aversion 
for the Press. Mr George Fernand¬ 
es sounds almo^ menacing when 
he discusses Machiavellian news¬ 
papers, as do such Marxist stalwar¬ 
ts as Mr Jyoti Basu and Dr Ashok 
Mitra. 

There should be comfort in such 
universal criticism. After all, an 
institution that is so thoroughly 
disliked by the Congress (I), the 
CPI, CPlfM), Janata and the Lok 
Dal needs must be independent. 
But the mortifying crux of the 
matter is that not one of these cri- 
tki is prepared to concede any kind 
of backbone to those who work for 
Preas barons. While swearing by 
the national independence and in- 
tagrlty of the ’Fourth Estate, they 
dtsmlsa its nperations as . being 
-moQvnted to mit only the interests 
of -their aanabers. 


Mr Charan Singh was possibly 
the most charitable of the lot when 
he claimed that editors and repor¬ 
ters were "pressurised” to write 
against him.' That allegation did, 
at least, suggest some spark of edi¬ 
torial will, though quickly snuffed 
out by the employer's superior 
authority. But other politicians are 
no! even prepared to admit the 
existence of this token resistance. 
Dismissing all newspapermen as 
being qualitatively of no conse¬ 
quence, Mr Piloo Mody said not 
long ago : “Who becomes a Jour^ 
nalist ? People who get no employ¬ 
ment anywhere”. 

There is a core of truth in nil 
this that deserves to be examined. 
It may be true that Indian proprte- 
tors seldom, if ever, lay down a 
specific guideline, order a piece 
of writing or tamper wiUi some¬ 
thing that has already been wrltt- 


At (it tki (Hfifor nl*- 

iHf own- 

tki (IffBidKft 


en. But it is even more true to say 
of newspapers — not quite so 
much of magazines — that no edi¬ 
tor ever compromises his position 
and perquisites b.v writing whal 
the master is unlikely to apprecia¬ 
te. Lesser flunkeys — leader wri 
ters, special correspondents and re¬ 
porters — can obey the unwritten 
law with a clear conscience since 
the ostensible lawmaker is the edi¬ 
tor who, after all, must be regard¬ 
ed as the custodian of editorial 
freedom and rectitude. 

It matters little it the editor ow¬ 
es hi.s place entirely to grace and 
favour, if he supinely takes orders 
from the boss or. what is more 
frequent, he nervously anticipates 
the pioprietor’s views on every 
Single matter of moment and pass¬ 
es instructions down the line as if 
they were his own. He is the edi¬ 
tor and. therefore, whatever he or¬ 
dains must necestarilv conform to 
the highest canons of journalistic 
propriety. 

All attempts to liberate the Press 
will founder on this rock. As long 
as the editor remains the owner's 
inarticulate cat’s paw. the owner’s 
will be the decisive voice. 

Two kgftimate arguments again¬ 


st the implidt suggestion that esll- 
tors should not be so heavily de¬ 
pendent on their empkwers. First: 
it can justifiably be daimed that a 
newspaper proprietor, like atty 
other industrial entrepreneur, 
.should enjoy the right to dedde 
the nature of his marketed produ¬ 
ct. It would be unexoepUoaable ft 
Press magnates advened this Ple*. 
The trouble is they don’t. iTIiey 
too. succumbing to the general the¬ 
sis of institutional autonomy, Uke 
to pretend that their puppets can.' 
and actually do. think aiM act foe 
themselves. Secondly. Mr Piloo 
Mody’s stricture contains more 
than a grain of tfuth. The fashion* 
able alternatives of “diffusioa” and' 
“delinking” would place editors at 
the mercy of possibly even more 
prejudicM juniors. Whatever alae 
collective control might adiieve.' it 
will certainly not result in objec¬ 
tivity. 

The problem is by no means co» 
fined to this country. It is greatlj!’ 
exerdsing minds in the UK where 
the radical Labour leader. Mr An¬ 
thony Wedgwood Benn. says. “We 
don’t have a free Press in Biitain“. 
His point is that six rich men and 
three multinationals, owners of ait 
the major papers including the to- 
be resusdtated Times, trot out ex¬ 
actly the same line. They all attadi 
the trade union movement, descri¬ 
be workers as lazy, blame mana¬ 
gers for incompetence, and attri¬ 
bute all disruption to political trou¬ 
blemakers. 

The printers’ union secretary, 
Mr Bill Keys, has taken up the 
charge to demand “alternative 
forms of democratic ownership and 
control". He adds : “Once and foi 
all, we have got to destroy the 
myth that we have a free Press, 
because the Press wc have today 
is censored by the proprietors who 
it". 

An instance of such manipula¬ 
tion from above is provided by an 
anecdote from I.ondon. Mr Vidor 
Matthews, owner of the Daily Kx 
’tress, felt that it would be more 
rewarding if his relatively new 
Deity Star were le-ss true blue 
Tory. He telephoned the editor, Mr 
Peter Grimsditch, and told him to 
shift the paper’s policy and cover- 
age'toileft of centre. It was prompt¬ 
ly done. 

Had Mr Grimsditch edited an In¬ 
dian publication, he would nev¬ 
er have admitted the command. 
He would unblusbingly have pass- 
ed off the move as the product of 
bis own cour.'tgeously liberal cons¬ 
cience. 






A t « rweat p§m a 
pretty, slbn. taU airl 
wai attra^g tfaa attention 
af everytaie- Dreated in 
an amarald areen aaree and 
haring her auffl ahonUen 
and a cate hairatyle, ii» 
moved around quietly, 
■miliag. SinoB not many 
hareiaoa were preaent at 
the party, abe drew tiie 
admiration of all thoae 
aroand. And thla girl may 
aomi hit it big. Her 


nme is Hhorntt Antma, 
abould have seen 
t the exdtefiKnt Dw 
Anami caused when he 
walked into the muburat 
hosted by Shyam Sunder 
Seksaria. Just before Dev 
arrived, Rtueidt tUiaana put 
in an appearance and 
fettled down among the 
tag producers and olrectora, 
naturally getting all the 
importance. As soon as 
Dev breezed in. all the 


photomaphers rushed to 
take his photographs. Dev 
went up to Rajesh and 
gripped bis band warmly 
and posed for photograiw. 
Alter this the muhurat was 
lierformed. The best part 
of the show was the way 
l>ev caught hold of Rajesh 
again before he left and 
hugged him warmly. Rajesh, 
however, seemed cold and 
atralned. Maybe he was 
embarrassed. 



'T'HERB aeems to be a 
■- sharp contrast in the 
behaviour of the two 
brothers, Armad and Imtku. 
Whereas Amzad is joidal 
and happy-go-ludcy, hb 
elder brother, Imtiaz, b 
sullen and glum. One 
thinks that aomethlng is 
trouUing him. Again, v^le 
Amzad b gaining more 
weight wkn every passing 
da;y. Imtiaz b becoming 
thinner and hb cheeks 
bollower. As a matter of 
fact, even Amzad's little 
son, Shadab, b heavier 
than Imtiaz. 

T he relationship between 
Vinod Khanna and SmUa 
Ptttu isn’t just one way. 
Vinod Khanna b equally 
interested in Smita. During 
outdoor shooting at Udaipur, 
where Sroka could not 
accompany him, Vinod re¬ 
gularly called up Bombay 
to speak to her. But poor 
Vinod is in a dilemma. 

He cs giving up his career 
in films and joining the 
Rajneesh ashram. But what 
wilj become of Smita, who b 
trying to cstabibh a career 
for herself? Will he make 
her give up her career? 
Smita herself has joined 
the ashram. Maybe she 
will give Vinod what his 
VHfe couldn’t — companion¬ 
ship in the warship 
Rajneesh ! 

I f Ranjett has a sense of 
humour, especially 
about topics concerning 
sex and obscenity, then his 
newest girlfriend Jarnit b 
no less. She can equal 
hb bawdy jokes with some 
of her own — some of 
them meant for hb ears 
only. Sometimes, she gets 
into this mood when there 
are people around and then 
even a hardened RanJeM 
blushes and turns red and 
even gives her a pat on the 
bottom to make her talk 
softy. They make a g^ 
pair, the two of them. 

N OOJUE, a j*datively small 
budget nlm with many 
“firats” to its credit b on Hs 
successful silver jubilee 
ran in India. Iroalcalb, 
another film made under 
the same banner. Koala 
Fatkhar. the ftrat disaster 
film, seems headed for db- 
aster at the box-office, 
gwpnm made by N. C 
Slppy. jnat released a few 
weeks ago. b dted as the . 
enrrent ravowite, introducinif 
a new South Indian nctresa 
Jayaprada ■ 










KHAAS BAAT 


C^G££TA It bretthliif 
O heU-fiR at K. R. '^■vt 
for allegedly puthing her 
out of a preitigioiia Tamil 
Aim. One can undentand 
ter fruttratiim: deq^te her 
two doiea Tamil releases. 
Sangeeta it yet to acquire 
star status, and a ooupla of 
ter well publicised recent 


releases with Jai Shankar 
at the hero turned out to 
he box-office nightmares. 
And when this offer was 
made, to star in the Tamff 
remake of teion iina 
Stihogon* Sangeeta was 
naturally delighted but 4ie 
was dropped even bafon,' 
the Sim went to the seta 


KoIpniM /per: 
Hitthig the Tamil 
fUm scene 



The socci'ss of Aarttmruiuihu 
Arupothu Varai in which 
Sangeeta is shown in an 
unsympathetic role may not 
do mudi good to her career. 
Of course she’s featured in 
a sexy dance in the film and 
If she's willing producers 
msy not mind stripping her 
some more. But it she's 
looking for lead roles in big 
productions, she may not 
have much luck. 

P R an actress who has 
tasted success in all 
kinds of Kannada iilms, 
AtoH is capable of coming 
out with c^id statements. 
Unlike other stars who go 
out of their way to justify 
the silly roles thev do, Arati 
just shnigs her shoulders 
and sa.vs, she won’t mind 
doing any role, that she’d 
tfadly act in off-beat, 
artistic Alms. “But will 
such filmmakers accept m«T’’ 
she asks. And as for the 
kind of roles she has done 
till now she seys, ’’some 
were very good out when 
you see films by some 
veteran Hollywood and 
Indian artistes what I have 
done till now hardly 
matters...’’ Since diiector 
Bhoratiriua showed up 
bclore the cameras in a 
full-length role reitmtly, 
more and more bchind-thc- 
camcra men are searcblng 
for brief inovie-appearances. 
Now Moiantnt Mauoyum, m 
Tamil, presents dircitor 
Mahendran, writei pioducci 
raiuhu Arunachalam, music 
director llayaraja, and, of 
course quite a number ot ! 
top slurs, j 

L av ANY A has a meaty | 
role in Sorauali, a film ; 
about how life iu a nsbci- j 
man's community is distur- I 
bed by outside influence. | 
The film is direded and 
cinemalographcd by veteran 
Nemai Gnosh, whu migrated 
to Madras, attci directing 
a still-discusMti IK'iigali 
film Chmnamul, iii.id<! in the ' 
late Forties. Hi.s lean budget 
newest Tamil tilni may not 
turn out to be a mass 
entertainer, but i.avanya 
hopes that it'll establish 
her as a capable m tress, 

T IOUGH Aual l irm 

Oeettonuttl, wTHtt'ii, 
produced and diierierl by 
wsstcryear's supci.star 
Bhanutnalhy wics ((unpletixl 
some months ago, it ha.sn't 
been as populai as she 
expected it to be. The 
subject rcvolvc.s around a 


woman writer, and Ml' the V» 
conimerdal ingredients like 
anti-dowry speeches ere N 
abundantly present. Stwet v 
Babu, a popular aetor, teeflitp 
the cast. In spite of this, 
the distributors are waiT; Ui 
ITus may be one of the ' ’ 
reasons, why Bhanumsth. 
who wanted to compote tit... 
music herself, changed ter; 
mind and asked M. S. 
Viswanathan to step in. ' ^ 

r ERE's quite a bit of 
excitement about 
Vedonai Thedipii MaimitteV ^ 
Tamil remake of Bomba 
Mmaka Urvathi. Ite film 
is about a p^chopatb 
(played bv iai Ganesh in the'' 
Tamil version) who stoduces ' 
teenage girls and tbep kilts... 
them. PremUa and Daapa 
are among his victinui, end K 
they are sure to titillste . -i 
the audiena; before they 
are killed. And teite 
plays the lead—^tbe one ndte 
sees through the dirty gnnWt V: 

K ALP ANA JYERt 

"diswivcry’’ of I, S. ^ 

Johar, has at last found a . 
role in a Tamil film ' 

Meendum Kokila. But ' 

she isn't the heroine. 
Kamalahasun and Bridevi >• 

play the romantic lead. But ’ 
Knipana, never mind ter 
anglicised manners, wont i 

mind taking up more Tamil 
films—cven if they’re 
modest affairs. 

A S expeded, the Doepav^ 
week .saw the release. ' 
of more than half a 
dozen Tamil films thoUgb 
■Sridiar's much - expected 
b'/mklt was held up. 

Advance hooking diarts 
iiKlicatid heavy returns for 
three films Anna! Oru 
Alayam produced under the 
legendary Devar banner, 
starring Hajni and Sriiariya, 

Ni eUi Malar, the remake 
111 Anurap. starring K. R. 
Vijaya, Kamalahasan and 
ivridevi and the Slvaji-Sridevi 
.starrer Patlakalhi Bidravm. 

Veteran villain and 
producx.T 1*. S. Veerappa’s 
Ihinat Maria Paraaaigal, 
with bill at Babu as the 
hero, also opened to packed 
hoiise.s, but, as in the case 
of the Jai Shankar-Sangeeta 
stairei MaJialaltshmi. one 
doubt.*! if H's going to be 
a major success. Certainly 
director J. Mabendran’s 
second film Utbiripookal 
.statTing Vijayan. Aswini 
and Miidhumallnl, will have 
a good run too. 

PIOUSJI 
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Other men¬ 
tor what it does 




IIIH 


Feel It brace your skin with 
a crisp tinaling freshness 
Palmolive De Luxe After Shave 
IS spiced with an exclusive 
new fragrance For a bold 
masculine appeal that’s hard to 
resist And even harder to forget 


Palmolive Oa-Luxe After Shave Lotion—Cool, refreshing, excitingly different! 



30(X) j^aroW redpe fir total health 


Dabur Chyawanprash 
builds family health m 
fijurways 



i ifomm < 
ruh taut 

SHffl-WHT 

in 

1/1 ngrnrnt 
/«ir« 


1. Keeps body tissues young 
Dabur Chyawanprash slows 
down the wear of body tissues. 

2. Builds body immunity 
Dabur Chyawanprash raises 
the total body resistance, and 
IS also indicated in coughs 
and colds 

.1. Builds akrtness 
Dabur Chyawanprash helps 
build alertness in children and 
deselops the faculties in old 
age 

4, Has anabolk propertiet 

Dabur Chyawanprash helps in 
the upbuilding of the body. 


Recipe of the ^ids 

nt rrup* for Chyawamrmsk datts 
back mer 3000 years, when, U U taU, 
the pknMms of the tads preserthed 
u for KishI Ckyawona la restore hit 
yoatk Abhouth Ike oUest keabk 
tmne In the world u is today 
maimfactured by Dabar ia a mo de rm , 
kygienfi and fmOr aniomoted faeiory. 


I PASLG » 7S 











\ARIET 


Sunday week 


TMs iiMk tfw Sun and Uranus ai» in Libra. Mareury, Vanua and rMptune am In Sooitilo and Kathu 
Aquarius. JupHsr, Mara and Rahu art oonjoinad in Lao. Saturn la In Vlrso and iha Moon will ba i 
Lao and Vlr^ from Canear. 


and Kathu aiena Is fn 
will ba inowina thiwisli 


e ARIBS (Marsh 21 

AptI 209 Apart from 
aonw oppoattlon by an 
stdarly bwlnoaa aaao- 
elats your finaneial affa- 
Ira will maka pood proeraaa daapita 
aomo Initial anxlatiaa and aattracka 
A businass partnar may svan annoy 
you but you must not loaa your 
iompar. A aaorat aaaooiatlon will 
prows banaflclal. HaaMi may naad 
aoms axira ears. Lat your own 
hunohaa and intuition Qulda you You 
may bafriand a parson of ths oppos- 
Ita sax Ooso dalaa: 14 and 16 
Luehy numbara: 2 and 7 PavounMa 
dbscMan; South 


a TAURUS (April 21 — 
22) An important 
and ovantful waak lias 
ahaad of you Luck will 
suraty favour you but on 
ths businass front you must axarcisa 
oonsidarabia caution Pay attantlon 
to atnall datails Tha domastle scana 
damands your attantlon. Refrain 
from doubtful Iowa adwanluras This 
Is tha right tuna for courtship and 
ma^aga. Speculation will oay and 
you may Inherit soma property 
beod Msa: 12, 13 and 16 Lucky 
numbara: 3 and 5 FawouraMa dksc- 
Sant Norttv-wast 


^'5= 06MIMI (May 23 — 4un» 
21) Tha early pari of 

MtoUt hnaneiaf gains 
^ Z Those In authority may 
bestow favours In writing. You will 
haws savsral axealiant opportunities 
to enlarge your Income You must 
torga ahead on all fronts. Extrawar 
gant tandanclas should be carefully 
checked In your own Intarssts (Jon- 
aarva your rasouraas Do not take 
an^htg for granted Consult elders 
bafm making changes Qsod dalsa- 
12, 14, 16 and 17 Lucky numbars: 
S and 6. Favsurabla dtraeUon: West 

CANCER (June 22 — 
duly 22) Your business 
affairs will suffer from « 
minor setback In tha 
aarfy part of this week 
OdiSfWtao, things will move smoothly 
against a baexground of domestic 
bUss. New frtaiKfs and fresh intar- 
aaia will ooniribufo to your hsppi- 
ness. Tha haallh of avsiyona in tha 
family Is bound to liitorows. This 
wsak Is favourabla (or courtship and 
marrtaga. Ossd dates: ii, 13, 14 
mta 17. Lucky au mb sra ; 6 and 9 
npmamblo dhssMs n ; Southrsast 


S LEO (Jidy 23 August 
29 Finanoially. this 
wsak may prove dls- 
appolnhng. 'Soma minor 
problems are tikaly to 
obalruet your path. Your recant 
problamt will oaasa to worry you in 
to# near future Some unreasonable 
oppoathon horn an old parson of 
tho opposito sax fa to bo oxpoctod 
Do not ombark on now vonturaa at 
the memant Saok Bia advico of 
frionda and ralahves on dalleate 
laauas. Do not displaasa your 
omwirar. Qaod dalaa: 14 and 16 
Lueky manbara: 1 and 3 Faveurabis 


S 'm VIROO (Aumiat 23 — 
^ E apia mb af 22) You must 
oonsarva your rasourcss 
and chack axtravagant 
tandanclaa. Taka care 
not to dlBpISBaa your amptoyar and 
thoaa in authority. You must exs- 
cuts all orders faithfully Tha busl- 
naas front needs your atfentlon 
badly. Avoid changas Saak the 
advioa of your elders and guard 
against daeaptlon The health of 
womenfolk In the family needs a lot 
of cars. Good dates: 16 and 17 
LuolqrnumiMr*. to FavouraUs dhac. 
Ilqaa: North and West 


VIROO 


(Sapismbsr 23 
— Oetobm 22) A suc- 
cessful waak is forecast 
^ 1 for you and your own 
hunchsa should prove to 
be your bast guide New friends 
will be a source of inspiration The 
proapacta of romance are not fav* 
ourim You may undortake a jour- 
nay which will prove profitable 
Fresh Intsitactual and artistic pur¬ 
suits win be crowned with success 
Your children will contribute to your 
happiness Good dales: 12, 14 and 
16. Lucky numbera; 3 and 9 Pavour- 
abia dkaedan: South 


SCORPIO (October 23 
r ^. — Nov a mbar 21) Your 

buMnase and finaoctai 
\ ' affairs will prosper to 
r» and and a promoilon 
IS far from Improbable Push your 
businass intorasts to the utmost 
avan If It involves soma travailing 
Tha domastle scans, and sspacfaliy 
children, will contribute to your 
bappinsss An elderly tsmsis may 
favour you Do not trust too 
many people Good dates: it i? 
13 and 16 Lueky aumbera: 3 and 4 
F a sau ra b l a dkae S a n : North , 


« lAOrrTAII WH (M a w a m 

%*wlll Nr?«mSc^ 
fUn and plaaaura. Foroa 
ahaad on all fronta. Do 
not haallBla to taka raaaenkbla 
riaka. Much will dapand on a aaorat 
aaaooiatlon. Prograaa may ba pain* 
fully alow but you ahouM net loaa 
haart All diffaranoas, althar with 
your oollaaguoa or with aupariera 
should ba aattiad paaoatully. Soma 
frianda may batray you at a eruoia) 
Junetura. Guard agalnat axtratmg* 
anoa. Goad d a lsa: tS, 14, IS and 
17. Lualqr numbarst 3 and 9. Fbv* 
O B wEl am raaliBi w t Wbat and North. 


CAFmeORN ( P aea m 
'cOixSM bar ti JaRwav M 
A maaaura of aueoass 
on tha flnanolal front is 
—.a foieoast. You musihoar' 
avar, pay attantlon to buairwss 
datails. Intsrvlaws and oorraspontf- 
anca should ba taken vary sarioualy 
in your own intarests. Naw frianda 
and Intaraats will oontrtbuta to your 
happInMs. Tha haalth of aaoh pa^ 
son in tha family wtlt show marfcad 
improvsmant You may undartaka a 
loumay. Good dalaa: 12, 14. IS and 
17 Lueky numbara: 5 and 7 Favour* 
abla dkeeUona: East and South 


'W 


AQUARIUS (danuara 21 
— Pabruanr IS) Your 
buslnasa alwra will pro* 
grass but there are 


graas but there are 
ohanoes that a woman 
whom you lovt may intarfora wito 
your work You are advised not to 
mix businass wl^ plaaeura. This 
wsak may ba allghtty disappolnUng 
Naw frianda will contribute to your 
happiness You will require faith, 
patience and self-confidence to over- 
coma tho problems you ore facing 
Good Mm; 14. 19 and 17 LuotQf 
nu m ba ra « 6 and 8 FavoiMMa d,4ae- 
Son: West 

^ PISCES (Fabruaiy 20 — 

Mareh M) This will be 
a weak of mixed for- 
*«(»••' Sudden up- 
* haavals should not un¬ 

nerve you In the loasL Your boHsm 
ian dlsposihon needs watchlno 
Guard against deception. You are 
advised not to maka changes at this 
crucial Juncture Avoid rude words. 
OM omm! 13, 16 and 17 Limky 
numbera: 4 and 6 FavoumMa dkeo- 
•an: SouSi. 

M. B RAMAN 







Leonard freezes 
kulfi in Karachi 






Leonard preserves 


in Bharatpur 




Leonard keeps 
Lubna smiiins 
in Lucknow 

LMmnI Mm> aiUtaM ff Whw Uomni twMn m 
tmnim imiMt tto mrM Mk«i abwt tlwir rtlMiiiim 
111 dtpandabh H a yw ip r Umv tint nmii Aftar Hail 
■H HMrmiMHMt Mraft MnimtfMwyibHljr^ 
tysiMB oiMrwitM ifw Imo Mwrf tf tin famlv ^ 
troubta hM strain 


teHiard 

SiMt ttit TnieMi tlw wwM wik 


I'* 


jt .■,,1.1.1 

|l 


f'Ti': 


fniiiiMijiitf 




















AARET 


chess 



Spaniqr (WMIa) 


England (by young I mean mainly In tha IS¬ 
IS agagroup) TbMyoungalanMMa.hoaH 
oMr, prowad to ba no young lamba going to 
tba alaugMor, but rattMr morn llha young 
lion Cuba aharpomng fliair claura tor tha 
lutura Laat year aa-Wond Champion Tigran 
Patroaian took on tha pack, amarging adth 
hw raputaUon badly maulad Altar a hua- 
hour atruggla ha only juM managad to 
muaiar up a plua acora 10 wina, 11 dratva 
and 0(1) l o aaa a Tha moat racant victim waa 
Boria Spaaaky who playad a aknllar group ol 
30 in January Ihia year Hm approach waa 
mora cautleua, davottng aauan houra to toa 
axMbltlon, but abll ha had a tcama n doua 
atruggla to produoa a mapactabla raauK 13 
wina, 12 drawa. S loaaaa A wondarlui advar- 
liaemant tor tha daplh of young Want pra- 
valanr In Engliah cnaaa today, but a pmtty 
nlghtmahah axparlanoa for poor Spaaaky 
Tgha balow ona of Spaaaky'a loaaaa in hla 
racant diaplay Tha wirmar. Julian Hodgaon. 
haa alraady baan auceaaa f ul agalrW grand- 
maalara In ona-agalnat-ona ovar itia board 
alluatlona 

MICHAEL STEAN 


W a a iMon aflar WhMala flih m ourn 


bridge 


Unfair |g fha Mond 

THAOmONALLY tha aimuKanaoua diaplay 
la a chaixa lor a chaaa maslar or grandmaa- 
lar to damonatrala hla monW (MrtarMy and 
lachnical prawoM -at tha aapanaa of thoaa 
taking pah For fha partlelpanla It la a rara 
Whbo B Spaaaky Black J Hodg^ 
Simultanaoua Otaplay, London 197S Caro 
Kann Oatartca 

1. P-K4, P—003; Z P-CM. P-««; Z 
M-QB3, PaP; 4. NaP, to-BS; Z HaNr. 
NPbN; Tha moat actha and doubfa-adgad 
variation of thia datonoa. ona populariaad 
by tha Datrlah grandmaatar Bant Laraan 
Z B-OB4, B-B4; 7. N-fO. 11-41^ Z 
M-NZ B—N3; Z 0-0, P-KS; 1Z P-OBZ 
N-OS; 11. ft-BI. B-OS, 1Z B-B4, 
0-B9:1S B8B,0aB;Biackhaaaaeurada 
comforlabla gatna from tha opaning 
1Z H-IMTi ThIa loaaa tima and alloara 
Black to buUd up praaaura on tha KN flia 
Banar 14 KP—K1 or 14 P-QM (anticipat¬ 
ing 0-0-0) 

1Z „ BaN; 1Z OaB, 0-0-0; 1Z 
NB-ICI, of rouraa not IS OaNP77 R-Bl 
IZ-.-P-fOM; 17.<k-BZfb‘-BS;1zan- 
Ol. il(1>-W1. 1Z B-B1. II-BS; Biack'a 
oiaaale poaKion from thia opartlng Hla 
p kwaa ara ponad tor a kingalda attack and 
tha front can ba uaad aa a battartng 

IZ P-B4, tP-NS; Oblacttoaly atrongar la 
20 ft—MB but tha mova playad raapa a 
quick raward 

21. P-KNST 21 O-MNS waa abaotuWy 

nacaaaary 

21. . . 2 P-BBI; SZ n-N« OMAOIIAM), 
N—BSi SomaHmaa Sw aimplaat mouBa ara 
thaatrongaot Blaafcthmatana23 .PxP 
24 QaP. M-^4a winrting dia quaa n , and If 
23 O mouM Blaek haa 23 PaP 24 
BPaP, M-B? nottomantlonihaaaerlficiai 
23 .NaBPlandSS .NafIPIPaaad 
wMh Piia ehambar of horrara tWhlia ro- 
•Ipncri 

charwa to ooma laoa to faea arllh a ayaaf 
nama, bur tor tha grato rianaa htmaaff It la 
not raciproeaiiy a rata opportunity to ooma 
toca to laea arHh a taanbar of chaaaplayora 
Ha haa a rap u tatlo n to Hva up to and ta 
eonaaq u amty axpaotod to nutoa a naar- 
parlael acora Cariainly tortormalpracbcaa 
playar gMng auch a diaplay wrW maha at 
laaai an SO par oani aooia 

PWCWwjjp ■ fWw iffiaVO nSP SPSVIt OVWwfp* 

Ing. Ovar tha pato taw yaara, a aariaa of 

fWMi BMfi OTQsnHSO Is* wmon m 

raaiM top grandmaat ar haa War n y 30 or 
ao d dto moat promlaing young playam In 


FT HAPPENS quMa oflan that tha dactorar. In 
piaylitg off a tortg ault In dummy, ambarraa 
aaa Ma own hand mora than allhar of tha 
opponanU Thaa n a w a r , uauaHy. latoaatab- 
llah bteha in ahort auMa baloia runrting tha 
long ault On tMa doal fha dactorar poat 
potiKi play of tho tong auK booauaa of aniry 
u onaldar a Wor w 

Oaator, Mlaat Oama all 

* K 7 B 

B K 4 

• AKQJ1073 

« S 

BAQ1083 M «J42 

: AJ we BO 10 SB 

9 % “ 4 3 0 4 

BKQJSS ” *7S2 

BBS 
B 9 7 8 3 2 
♦ 82 
* A to 8 4 
Tha bidding arani 


SOUTH 

WEST 

NOBTH 

EAST 

•• 

IB 

dbto 

No 

IB 

1* 

2* 

No 

2B 

2A 

34 

No 

3MT 

No 

No 

No 

North's Two Quba waa a forward-goti 


rnowa. aaklng parinar to datcriba hit hand 
luHhar 

Waai lad tha King of duba and South won 
with tha Aoa N waa raaaonabto to ptoca 
waat wNh both ma(or-auH Aoaa ao at trick 
two South attomp iad to davatop a ninth 
thek by laading a tpada Howavar Wbat- 
want up with * A artd c aafia rl Z Q J Tha 
aaoond diacard waa faW lor Wia dummy It 
would ba fatal to unguard tha King of 
bparta and H a maator diamond la thrown 
Aimmy la andptoimd 
Suppoaa. InaMad that South runa tha 
long auH Thia la tha andirtg in which only 
Motto and VVaat ara oonoarnad 

* K 7 8 

B K4 

♦ 3 


M 

w e 
s 


B AO 
B A J 

♦ - 

BOJ 

M W i ato var Waal diaoarda on tha laat 
iamorat. he cannot avoid aatabllahmg a 
iefc for ono of North a Kinga nor would H 
I atiy dMatanca if Waal u n htoekad in 
a, retaining A to i tra iaa d of A O 


stamps 



THE tlrat diraei gatwral atpc t l o wa for too 
European Paritomonl, to bo haW tola woak. 
eta tWng marked In tha M a th arii u xl a by the 
laauaolaapacMAS^anlaetomp NadoBtn 
aimplyllalathanamaaofthoninapd r i l c i p o t- 
ing oountrlaa, with an Inaorlptien to OUMh 
arytolnlng thapurpoaaOfIhala a ua Thauaa 
ol Iha ttoma 'England' I n atoad of ‘Qroal- 
Britain* Iwa cauaad aema diaptoaBura to 
Scotland, ahhough aomo of too S tJoW la h 
protoatara hava wa a kanad thair oaaa by 
ratorring to tha Noihortonda aa ‘HoBand 
Unlika atoiHar atampt from otoar EEC coun- 
triaa. among tham Brttaln. Iraland and Wtoal 
Oatmany, tha Dutch alamp la I n tondadaaa 
rtoflnltlva to aupptomant Iha parmarwnt 
aa r iaa In Auguat iha Dutch Peat OfHoa wW 
laaua a aWnp to e otntnamorato an o to ar 
pdlbcal avant in Iha Natoarlanda, Hw BOHt 
annivaraary of woman's aulhaga Thata la 
alao to ba a apactol atamp to mark otto 
hundrad yaara ol football to Hia NaHwr- 
landa 

C.W. HILL 


quiz 


QUESTIONS 

1 In Russia, what did tha tarm 
'fallow-travallar' maan ? 

2 What is a food chain 7 

3 In meteraology, what la an 
isohyat 7 

4 Attar whom is tha tarm 'masoeh' 
ism* namad 7 

5 What is a nova 7 

6 To whom did the terms pata 
face' and ‘redskin’ denote 7 


paanoio pai| ajaiuM 
uBOMtouv M^Imm punojg ..saw) jgied 
o«i am aqiiPtap oj Anay dnfud 
SCSI u| pasn ateM suiJa) aiq, *0 
‘saagS waa 

-aepuaoui )o uopo^a i(Bnojts Benin 
000*01 o) dn Aq aasaaJdui Amap 
•pns asDuiqSiiq asoqM jata y -g 
..sjnj u| anwaA.. U| )| pa^a 

sap OlfM tOOmtS'JBMTBS UOJBfl > 
-BOHSMatoHAnis. 
pue iiejufBJ lanba m(M teoaid 
Oupsauuoo dau) a ug aun y t 
*dn jaqBm aaom Aq tiaita 
am puc U|8U3 aif) ui nmof aaoip 
laa qoiqm suistuafijo lo saMas y t 

aaifSai 

taiAog ain JO aiawoodna Aouam 
pua lanjjaiiaiui fiuttauiaBA am )a|d 
•ep o) Aiftjofi Aq peuioo uuat y *| 

SlOMSNy 
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TERENCE REESE 









Nature's secret discovered! 



makesyou 
noticeably Mh* 

...in Naiurefls own gentle way. 


Fair & Lovely contains a unique 
ingredient that works within 
your skin to reverse the process 
of darkening—naturally, gently, 
safely. It thus makes you 
noticeably fairer in 6 weeks of 
daily use 



-dKgeadeiie'toatdRr ddn. 


llNTMfAiOV « MIS 


«2 
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/ EVEIW VETERANS \ 
/cm I 60 OVER 7D \ 

I SILL MAUL(7IN'S MOOSE f 
\ 70QUAFFAFBO / 
ROOT BEERS VA'- 




' he TEaS ME A800T THE TROOBtE HE 
HAP UHTH WTTON. ANPI TELL HIM 
ABOUT THE FVNNV TWNB THAT HAfTENEPj 

BETWEEM PERSHIN6 ME 

' 






HEV WAIT A MINUTE' 
lOHOARE VOU6UVS //!•/' 
5OPPO5EPTO0E? y { tn 




f»u*»>*a Rtw w 



N^lln^ must 
leave me nest 



Till yaitarday ha navai cama 
homa withoul a ariapad knaa 
01 a tom ahirt Today ha la 
off Aiiaadv man Trying to 
awatlow tha lump in hia throat 
and amila at hia mothar 
Ha muat Mjuip himaall to ba 
an adult in an adult world 
Fight hik own battiaa chalk 
up hit own akhiavamantt 
Ara 1 1 you glad that you 
aavad for Ihit day f Cvan 
whila ha r arnourad for a fool 
ball and r nad for rollar ckatat 
you wara pulling atida a 
littia monay avary month lor 


hit lutura ak a dot tor an 
onginaar a lawyar whalawar 
ha choaa to ba Ha haa 
choaan And youi Canara 
Bank KamadhanuOapoalthaa 
multipliad your monay to lour 
titnoa lit Ilia m tha yaara 
And you watch proud happy 
and tad a* ha tala out to 
maal tha world on hit own 
Itrmt A linia lalharly 
foraaight And what a lot ot 
tatiflaciion 

How many lathart hava 
bitaaad tha day lhay opanad 
a Kamtdhanu Oapoait 
account with Canara Bank 



(MAM BANK 

MNaa «M«M MNWaaNMi tiNMMl 

^ dlfpiMif dM fO0 Mm&U 
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Here’s 
Amul Milk 

for your 
family 


r-'*' 


1 


•#< 




rut /I htaptd tibitspoons of Amul Milk Powdor into o 
t liu* tumbttr Stir into a smooth pasta with a littia 
warm watar Add hot watar up to top and stir Milk is 
now raadv for drinfcino Good for usa m tasand coHaa, 
and for making rutds and dassarts Makas you thankful 
for IIS convanianca Quarantaad pura 


' L M 


mill 




MILK POWDER 
lt*s like having 


your home 




Markaiad bv 
Ouisiat Co oparativa M ik Marhalmg 
f-aUoidi on Lid Anand 


BRILLIANT’S 
S MONTH 
POSTAL TUITION 

IITENTRANCE'80 


structured to imcorrMomistng 
standards of quahty ft relevance. 




^{BRILLIANT 
1 TUTORIALS 


12 Ma«lam«ni Mt»dab St T NMiar 
Mddr«5 600017 Phon« 442099 



Also BRILLIANT'S kitaated 
5 Month Postal Course for M^S 
Bitranca Exafiis(1980)all over India 


IAS PRELIN'SO 

BRILLIANT S Study Papers and Question Bank now 
avadabie an the Optumais Physics Psychology 
Socmiogy, Indian Histoty Poitical Scmice wtany 
Zoology, jEconomics 


Also Bnlhant s sensational new weekly 

EXAMAGMfSo^ oi General Studies- 
- ?0 issues from Jan 1980 


Late Admission lor IIT & MB6S Fiitiaiiie courses upio 20th Nov 


DestiitsHiy 

Regular brushing of teeth 

and massaging of gums 

check gum troubles and tooth decay 

Use Forhan’s 

Double-Action Toothbrush 
Specially designed 
to massage your gums 
while brushing your teeth 


Firm 

Muo britiloa 
clean 

your tooth , 


Gentle 

white brisiloo 


your gumo 


Lm«« iha Oarksn t wav at 
brwMiif iiaHi ana maMagma eaaw 
Wnia fw a vnci aelauiTvl aeaklat 
on eara of taath and WtoM la 











pi /e ft W lui th« cnifv given Inti 


Without comment 


B1JNOP.1 A Hdiijiin e«imb]ed away 
hu br<iuUlul voting wife on Diwali 
nigtrt Atcoiding to d report, having 
lott his tdsh in ganiblinf! in Mohallab 
Bhoni oi Muiadabdd district the Bai 
iiiiki offered his wife as a last stake 
anti last the game The community 
panchayat next morning handed ovei 
the woman to the winner of the game 
^ I he H.ndttitaa Imies (I'rinav K 
7 Ih.i New Dtlhil 

RAIPUR Mr Chitiakant Jaiswal, Mi 
Kanahiyaldl Kosanya and tew other 
MLAs stopped the Chhatisgarh ExtH-ess 
tiain by pulling the alaiin chain ai 
the Raipur lailway station Ihe MLAs 
were protesting against the denial of 
berths to them in Inst class compart 
ment in spite ot then icseivations 
The tiain movc'd alter the MIAs weie 
assured berths Thcv were pi oi ceding 
to Bhopal to attend the Vidhan Sabha 
si.sMon (orainenang on (Ktobet 24. — 
Deccan Herald (P B Kuniai Banga 
lore) 

OONDA The annual B Ed examina 
Uons of the Avadta University at the 
Lai Bahadi)! Shastri Post-Graduate 
College had to be pirt off as the exa 
ininccs turned unruly and ran awav 
with the answer books on October 2b 
JL The trouble started when the exami 
KiKcs weie asked to suirendei tht 
W copying material they were carrying 
I with them, a few minutes after the 


stait of the examination They beat 
up SIX tcadiers inriudmg the Pnnapal 
and looted the college property The 
students however, dispersed as the 
police arrived at the campua. The 
police said some of the examinees 
weie armed with countiymade pistols 
I ive students have been named m the 

n T It*® Nagaiaj 

Andhra Piadcsh) 

IAMNAGAR Twentyone y e a r o 1 d 
Sukhuhha walked m as hss parents 
were about to cremate him Reports 
received on Ortober 27 said the rail 
Wiiy pohcc found the body ot a youth 
on the railway track between Hadma 
tia and Jam Vanthali stations about 
30 km from here Snkhiibha’s parents 
weie inluinicd about it and they idcn 
Uhed the body as that of their son 
Aftci the postmortem the body was 
handed over to the parents and the last 
rites were started Sukhuhha, who 
had gone to Rajkot, walked in as the 
body was being exemated The pa 
iTOts then leturned the body to the 
railwdv police who crennated it as 
unidentilu-d " - Ihe Jfmdiisias Tvmti 
(Rajesh Karnik, New Dtihi) 

CAIX UTIA Ihc polue hied teai gas 
shills when two gioups ot women 
clashed in follvgungi*. south Calcutta 
on Monday ((ktubci ii) aftirnuun 
Two politemen wi-ri injured Five 
women wen he Id A police official 
said that the clash was a seiiuel to > 
quairel among ihiidren of the aiea 
He illeised that the women had attack 
ed a police van Ihe Statesmm (N 
R Sekhai Calcutta) 

CUIKAALLAPUR Police heie have 
registered a uoniplaint lioni {Yinupal 
Sictbaiamaiao ot local Municipal 
College stating that a student named 
B N Thinimiah a candidate of first 
PU( examination bit the left hand of 
the Pnnapal when he objecled to tin 
candidate copying The student is said 
to have* swallowcsl the* Iransnipt and 
lull away hum the premiscts bub- 
laspc'ttor K B Shivanaojaiab has 
taken up the i ivestigatmn - Deccan 
Herald (Aiasu Bangaloie) 


India abroad 


r 


NLW YORK Senior Washington 
ofbuers arc agitated over the aliegatioo 
Iw a US Navy seaman of Indian origin 
Mr V S Krishna Narayan Rao that 
the US Navy has impenlled his health 
by making nun work in the asbeatos 
engine-room of a destroyer Mr Rao's 
mother Mrs Charumati Rao, said tbi 
case had been brought to the attention 
of the White House and two California 
Senators but neitber had been of any 
help The 24-year-«kl Mr Rao, now 
abwnt without leave from the Navy 
•aid the Navy was not letting him go 
Im medical leave because this would 
cause a precedence which would be 
alod iqr other Navy men It has been 



modically established that constant 
exposure to asbestos can lead to sm 
ous health hazards Mr Rao who 
joined the Navy four yeais ago, wa> 
assigned to USS Hoyel While on th< 
ship he developed symptoms of asbe* 
tosis The Navy then assigned him to 
the destroyer USS Towers where his 
svinptums of allergies and shortnevs of 
bicath hccame pronounec'd Mt Ran 
w(*nt Awoi (absent without leave) 
alter the Navy refused to accept ni< 
dical reports/the US Navy is curcenlly 
facing more than one million dollar, 
in law suits from civil shipyard work 
ers who laim they had suffered from 
exposure to asbestos — The Slateeman 


1 UO not believe that leaden 
bom Give me an individual wm 
IS not a congenital idiot and 1 CfW 
make a leader out of him-—oaill 
Manckshaw 

IHL bravado of Islamabad gl^ 
ial> can be as dangerous as tm 
fomplaccncv of our lone FtoU 
Marshal—Ihtchcr m CapHiU 
IHIS (the concept of old CongMM. 
men) would moan that even ItT 
Charan Singh who reaped th* 
benelits ot Congress rule for 30 , 
years and was now iimnmg down J 
the Party’s achievements of SO 
years, was also qualified to be a 
(ongressman - H N Bahugwa 
NO one need be apologetic abont 
acknowledging Panaitji's (JawabMs 
III Nchni’sj gieatness while entt- 
(isiiig some aspects of liU policies 
(haran Singh 

I SHALL not be naive to dedare 
on behalf ot all future generatkmt 
that India will not go nuclear—C. 
Subranianiani Union Minister for 
Detenoe 

nil piesent lulers were so vlndic 
live that even the day Jayaprakash 
N II IV in died there wet no hOlL 
(I IV I >11 the Sp(‘fial Courts trying 
iiiv cisis Mis Indira Gandhi 
ycUJ III IV call me Khomeini^ you 
m,iv call me Mohammed All 
liiiiiiih Shahi Imam, Mulla 
liiikli.in in Current 
■ III Insh they’re pigs—Prinoeia 
Mai|,aret quoted in Nawsweah 
NOBODY could he a better prieot 
than Virgin Mary She remained 
only the handmaid of the Lord, 
which IS much better — Mother 
jerc'sa’s comment on the issue of 
ordaining women as priests 


humour in real life 





A WOMAN doctor attached to a 
hotprtal III Janishedput, had to 
ticqiiently visit the company’s 
III (icl olticr III Calcutta and com- 
plained How can 1 work like 
this' One foot m lamshedpur and 
the cdhci foot in Calcutta” A 
tollcaguc promptly replifd “Ma¬ 
dam I envy the guys In Kharag 
pur Kanjnn (mba Calcutta 


fS' 


» BkiMo MIsiil 


bU/t ft iO 






DELHI DIARY 


FAKE ALL THROUGH 

THE Lok Dal has Rajiader Puri* the 
brilhaat cartooniit and columout, 
aa lU general lecreUry. The 
Jaaata Party has Kuldip Nayar 
and B. G. Vergheae, two enunent 
Jouroallata, on Iti side. Who does 
the Congressd) have? Well, there 
is this brigadier<uin>ioumalist who 
was never either bngadier or jour¬ 
nalist. Me had his period in the 
ann when Mr Advani was the Mint 
ater for Information and Broad- 
catting. Through that connection 
he had secured a posh position but 
his luck soon turned when he had 
to leave following a damaging 
Vigilance enquiry. He again mana 
ged to get another job, this time 
in a newspaper. But he soon lost 
that also because his journalistic 
credentials were found to be 
phony Mr Advani was sUli sym¬ 
pathetic and promised to tiy to 
help him retain his Guveinment 
house But the Janata Govern¬ 
ment soon fell and our “brigadier- 
loaroalist** was again out in the 
coM He then did a sharp U-turn 
and his well wishers will be glad 
to know that he is at least not 
starving He has join'd the Con 
gress(t) establishment and is orga 
nising Press parties for them The 
other dav he took a Press party to 
Haryana and looked after them 
svell indeed 

SANJAV'S 

FAVOURITES _ 

IN Punjab a war of nerves is on in 
the turn rival factions of the Cong 
reasti) between Darbara Singh, the 
president of the State unit, and for¬ 
mer Chief Minister Giani Zail 
Singh. The Giant seems to be sue- 
needing for he has got the son of 
the Haryana Governor, Brar.onhis 
aide The voung Brar is the pr«' 


aldeat of the Youth Congfeis(l) in 
the State and is being supported 
^ the Giant in his Ud to ^ the 
Coagress(I) ticket for hia Gove^ 
nor father who is keen to eater 
politJet, Sanjay Gandhi, aatur- 
ally, is on the side of Brar and the 
Gieni 


PERIPATETIC 

BUREAUCRATS 

INDIAN bureaucrats are the Mg- 
gest junketeers in the world. De» 

S ite Prime Minister Charan 

ingh’s directive that forein trips 
be Kept to the “esaential mini- 
mnm" the tours abroad go on un¬ 
abated. The directive seems to 

have eifeeted only Ministers. The 
bureauaats are apparently above 
it Take the Ministry of Steel and 
Mines. Even after the directive 
was issued the chairman of SAIL 
the steel secretary, the diairman of 
Coal India Ltd and a middle level 
official in the Ministry have gone 
■broad, in some oises against the 
wishes of Steel Minister, Mr Bttu 
Patnaik. Most of the foot loose 
people are '‘seminarists’*, the gain, 
from whose travels to the country 
are serv unclear Our list is bv 
no means exhaustive The same is 
true of other Ministries and de¬ 
partments 

ISHIRTS 

THE Congreasfl) seems to he 
rather flush with funds Some of 
its prospective candidates in Delhi 
are distributing free T-shirts ero- 
blaioned with the Congress (1) 
slogan indsra loo dash bocnoo 
(Return Indira and save the coun¬ 
try). along with the Party’s sym¬ 
bol itf the hand. The capHal’s 
poor are hoping that at last they 
may have something to clothe 
themselves with, at least waist up- 





wardsi But apparently some of 
thoM who have been able to lay 
Hieir hands on theT-diirts do not 
have very fond memories of Mrs. 
Gandhi’s last stint in power, tar 
they have dyed their T-shirts a 
different hue, political and oUter- 
wise. _ 

CONTENDERS 
GALORE _ 

THERE is a saamble within the 
Congressd} for the Party’s nomi¬ 
nation for the Sadar constituency. 
JagdiOh Tytler, the Youth Cong¬ 
ressd) leader, considers himself a 

S ood probable. So much so that 
e has put up a detailed map of 
the conititnency in hit office with 
green and red dots to Indicate tte 
^k and strong areas. Of late 
the green dots have been disaii- 
peering one by one Bnt another 
person who has strong hopes of 

K ing the ticket is Dmp Ctond 
rms. To complicate matters 
further, Amar Nath C^awla, the 
Congress candidate who lost tiie 
seat in 1977, is determined to get 
the Congressd) ticket this time. 

DISUNITED 
AGAINST URS 

hots. GANDHI’S Party in Karna¬ 
taka hat to put up a spedaify good 
•bowing this time in order to 
prove that Mr. Oevaraj Urs has 
no electoral support of his own. 
once he is bereft of the diarisma 
of Indiramma. But on present re¬ 
ckoning they have a lot to catch up 
on. The Congressd) pecnfc there, 
Messrs. Gundii Rao and Banga- 
nppa, have already damaged their 
cr^Mlity a bit by making wild 
atetements about their Legislative 
support udien Mr. Urs sailed 
through the Assembly seaaion with¬ 
out so much as batting an eyelid. 
They have now subject^ themael- 
ves te some unnecessary adverse 
mibbdty by flrst announdng an 
election committee and then hav- 
bog to arrap it when Mr. Banga- 
rsppa found out that he had been 
given short shrift and represented 
to Delhi. Now the expedient of 
making the ad hoc committee serve 
astheekcHon committee has been 
■doptod. Gundn Rao and P. M. 
Mian ihe Rajya Sabha MP, are 
dose to Sanjay Gandhi wmereas 
Bangarappa vms cbosan the pred- 
dent of the ad hoc committee aou 
tu put a backward daai politidaa 
to the fore. The repfeaentatioiis 
to Delhi continue while the Parly's 
eampslgn iu Kamalaka nffers. 

0 E NIZAMUODIN 



A btend is only as good as to wo€>l coa te ni 

Thg WnnIhIpnHmarff on giiirtngps gnfiinnpft 

gi^ looks aiMl oHnftiit nxind the year! 



Tlw uttimata in good 
looka. good waaring. 

The timeless elegance 
of wool blended to give 
you lightweight comfort— 
all year round. 

That's Digiam for you. 

The Woolblendmarfc 
on DIgjam suitings carries 
the exact content of 
wool—so you know you're 
buying the right blend. 

The Woolblendmark. 

Look for it on Digjam's 
Woolrich suitings. 



60% New Wool 
4*0% Polyeater 

Woolblendmark* 
Only on the 
fine^ blends 
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THE SOCIAL 
lORIGMOF 
EADERSHIP 
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^ac albiiffl. Of ittenswear. 

^ aftiiffl has takea 25 to compik. 


^whioiwi we in • constant cycle; What wn 
■'twenties came back In the seventies. The Gatsby look. 

^ 'fipiTOw ttes. Short collars. Plaatad trousers With narrow bottoms. 

**ouTlsh of fashion is what Zodiac is ail about. This is the 
world of Zodiac—and has been f« 25 vears. 


TIm! a Hiperb rMg* ol (sotutie priim, 
stoiNe siW ehaelti. 







**'®**" knltttd. 
100% Mtton. polyester blends and 
pure silks. 


iwtsj Qemiine iestber. Alta revwrsiWe 
MhH'epMMty desiensd to m «lange 
efsMSR Z^te bueklM. There ere 
Zediw eieifle bene for ctsusl wear. 


A 


KarWilWe: In presentation packs o# 
thrse. Taxeae^ very loft. Choose bom 
(woven and printed) 
or justpWn wtilta. Menoeremmad 
kercIwefB as w«R. 


MMnimisiHilmm)rid€ffaskioiifiw 


Nylofi> *CoYlon'--»Mrf«ct ter 
Imnsn tK^tiont. Now aulUtdiec socks 
navs a wide eltttic band—wMsr than 
any you've eeen, ter greeter condort. 


MMropoUian Trading Company, 

10/76 Htlnas Road, Bombay 400 01B. 




Can a tall man wear 
a large check to his bank? 





INDIAS ONLY DEODORANT 
SOAP AND TALC 


The perfect p<irtnets foi double deodorant 
protection ti bath with Cinthol Soap 
and a sprinkling of Cinthol Talc 
to take to great ht'ights of freshness 


CINTHOL 




CINTHOL 


D[OOOF*Np 
LOKURyf 
iin pow® 

It |; 
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GUINNESS 

SUPERLATIVES 

World Famed 
Publishers of 
the Bestseller 


GUINNESS BOOK 
OF RECORDS 

Offer Quality 
Reference Books 
Fully Illustrated in Colour 



V 



MAJOR TITLES 

TtM QubiiwM Book of BocoiBi Bt 78 
.1880 Edn 

Tho QuIniwuBook of Anowora Rt 91 
• 2 /« 

Th* QuInntM Book of BrHiih Rt 98 
HK SlnfflM-a/o 

Tho Qulnnou Ouldo to Fomlnino R« 91 
AohiowwnonU 

Tho GuinnoM Hlnory of Atr R( 119 
Wortofo 

Tho Oulnnooo Hlolonr of Boo Ro 91 
Wofforo 

Tho Outimon Mlotofy of Lond R* 91 
Wattam 

Tho Ouhmoio Book of Nomoo Ro 88 
Tho Oulnnooo Book of Ktngo Ro. 148 
Rulon ond Sutoomon 


Ro 77 30 
Ro 108 80 
Ro 109 50 


Tho Guinnooo Book of Soccor Ro 
Tho Guinnooo Book of Woothor Ro 
Tho Guinnooo Book of Yochtinp Ro 
Tho Guinnooo Book of Antiquoo Ro 
Tho Guinnooo Book of Plant Ro 
Focto & Footo 

Tho Guinnooo Book of Motor* Ro 
bootins Focto & Footo 
Tho Guinnooo Book of C« Facto Ro 
B Footo 2/0 


109.50 
11980 
91 10 
148 30 
109 60 

13800 


- FACTS a 

FEATS SERIES _ 

Tho Guinnooo Book of Air 3/a Ro 119 80 
, HQ Tho Guinnooo Book o* Ro 119 80 


GUIDE SERIES 


A wMt mfifa adtcautUu! Oulnnan 


HQ Tho Guinnooo Book o* Ro 119 80 

Anlmol-2/a 

Tho Guinnoaa Book of Art Ro 127 90 

Tho Ouinnoao Book jf Ro 127 90 

gg Aotronomv 

Tho Guinnooo Book of Bualnooo Ro 119 80 
^0 World 

Tho Oulnnooo Book of Muolc Ro 119 80 
10 T*io Oulnnooo Book of Roll 2lo Ro 91 10 
Tho Quinnoac Book of Tonk 2/o Ro 8110 
90 Tho Guinnoaa Book of Ro 119 80 

30 Stntcturoo -> Bridfloo Towaro 
Tunnolo Oamo 

toofro li aaallabla w (/) all laadMg baokuHan or 


Tho Ouinnoao Guido to Ro 184 70 

Bicycllno 

Tho Guinnooo Guido to Frooh Ro 184 70 
Wator AnQling 

Tho Guinnooo Guido to Motor Ro 138 00 
cycling 2/a 

Tho Guinnooo Guido to Ro 127 90 

Mountain Animolo 

Tho Guinnooo Guido to Stoopio Ro 219 90 
ohaoing 

Tho Guinnooo Guido to Wotor Ro 168 40 
aiding 

Tho Ouinnoao Ouldo to Fioid Ro 183 20 
Sporta 

Tho Oulnnooo Guido to Ro 184 70 

Equootrlontom 

oomf iM yout onht today VPP Pott ftat 


UBSPD 

UBS Publishers’ Distributors Ltd. 

5 Anoari Rood, Now Dothf.110002 Bunchat Now Oolhi o Bombay • Bongolort • Calcutta • Kanpur 
















Photowophy ol 



Th<> Agfa laoly U gotn ov«ry 
detail of a landscape ot 
a temple Ctoae tiw apeiture 
down to hZZ to get the 
oieatest possible depth of 
held Set the shutter speed 
at P100 second and tne 
distance at inbnily Use slow 
Urn (or greatei sharpness- 
12*>ASA Theresult^ 

A picture where every detail 
—Iruin 10 (t to as far as the 
eye can se«-> is perfect 


The Agfa laoly n is a groat 
all round camera You simply 
adjust aelungs distance and 
film to (reete a sports scene 
get close enough to snap 
s leopard anarbng or take 
a pertect picture in dun 
sod light 

The Agfe ls«^y-ll is biult to 
Oetnisii apocificatioas and 
undergoes over 100 exacting 
tests 


See this fine camera today at 
your (nendly Agla-Cevaen 
dealer 



DiWlbaHOn 

AOm-QElMaTT MHAUMrrB) 

aiBnctWk aambsr • N»w tMM 
OAUIM • Madrst 

W Ws B W s r sd tiadwnMk of Agls Oavsttt 
an m wtp Lsvwkuwn Manutselunn of 
nwHuieihic iVsducts 


^isoiy-ii 
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Let your ears ,, 
make up your mind! 

H9IVSTEiaE10 lOlO & 
STEREO POPULAR n 



HMV sound technology here preaente 
two perfectly prematched stereo 
systems from its unbeatable wide 
range Stop by at your newest 
HMV dealer and listen to bodi 
STEREO 1010 and STEREO 
POPULAR II to make up your mind. 

HMV STEREO POPULAR II: 
Unique speaker enclosure design, 
rich rosewood throughout with 
contrasting silver trims, tinted perspex 
lid and mod control knobs m^e 
this set instsmiy appealing. No mM 
speakers in plastic enclosures or 
lightweight components Not a 
portable toy. It's a real stereo. 

5 watts stereo power. Separate 
controls for balance, tone and volume, 
with a tape*out>DIN socket 
Price :Ra 1037/-* 

HMV STERE01010: Your deluxe 
stereo system at a down to-earth 
price A totally integrated unit, with 
amplifier and speakers perfectly 
balanced and prematched 
12 watts stereo power Separate 
controls for balance, treble, bass and 
volume With tape in/out facility Rich 
teakwood finish Special 'Auto-stop* 
Price: Re 1443/-* 

*lncl Excise Duty Local Taxes Extra. 


HMV 


HisMasteiA 

Voice 


WE KNOW HOW TO MAKE SOUND 
SOUND BEST 


HilllVSTEREO SEVITIIMS 
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HMv/CAS-aat/rs 























Your child, your hope, is at his best in 

• loving, secure, worry-free environment. 
And like every fond parent, you strive 
ceaselessly to ensure an enduring, secure 
atmosphere full of the warmth of your 
loving care. 

But whet of the future? 

Let Lie help you In meeting your child's 
future needs. Choose from the many 
attractive schemes to provide for 
children's education, marriage, or 
start*in»ijfe> 

• Children's Anticipated Policy. 
Educational Annuity Policy. 

• « Term (Marriage) Endowment 
Policy. 


• Children's Deferred Assurance Policy. 
Endowment - type Policies on the life 
of parent/child. 

For further details, contact your LIC 
Agent or the nearest Branch Office. 

Plan Today to Ensure 
A Bright Future for Your Child. 

Df* Jnsuranct 
Corporation of Jndio 


PRATiBha.uC>S9I>7I 
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Who rul«« India, 80 por cont of whoM population llvaa 
In tha vlllagaa 7 It la tha urban alita, aays Piima Mlnlatar 
CHARAN SINQH In tn axclualva articia What la mora, 
thia claaa la par^uating Ita hold, not atowly handing 
ovar powar And wa ara atill poor aftar 30 yaara of In- 
dapandanea twcauaa of tha ruling aUtdb Inability to 
graap iwhat alia nirat India. It aimply lan’t on thit aama 
wavalangtit 



eiECnON SPECIAL fboua- 
aaa on tha moat aarloua 
aeandai to baeoma an laaua 
in thIa mld-tarm poll*tha 
abortiva ahlpplng deal that 
tha MQR Cablnat triad to 
put through; OL(M TELLI8 
takaa atook of Maharaah* 
tra; and a Chandigarh ra> 
port notaa tha raamarganca 
of Banal Lai. 


A PaklBtani crlohat taam haa iandad on Indian aoll aftar 
a lapaa of ninataan yaara Amid tha axeitamant and noa- 
tal^. tha Mg quoation la: how wilt wa rara ? SUNDAY 
praaanta a vari^ Of vlawpointa to anawar thia quaatlon 
aiong with axclualva intsivlawa with ASIP IQBAL and 
KIM HUOHE8 AnO—for tha banafit of hla fana who ara 
lagloia-^ SCOOP Intarvlaw with IMRAN KHAN, thaOraak 
god of PiMatanl ertekat, on hla ‘Yviehat wiekat waya". 


Tha aoolai origin of laadarahipICharan Bingh is 


SUNDAY BPBCUU. 


Will Paklatan thraah ua TIP. N. Bundaraaan tt 
A faaat of eiiolmt|A WNOAY oorraiMndant M 
Intarvlaw with Imran KhanjTavlaan Brngh Si 
Night ertekat for tha Paklatania 26 
Intarvlaw with Aalf IqbaijNInnal MHra Si 
Tha vaiarana opinlona Si 
Intarvlaw with Kim Hughaa|Haraah MunwanI 82 


BLBCnON SPieiAL 


Ship daal: MQR In daap wataralA eonaapondant 38 
Congraaa(l); Pawafa anamy numbar onalOlga TaMa 
NotaalM. J. Akbar 


Baek to oandM powarIBhakhar Bhatia 48 
Daath of a DoHil houaawtfa|Nirmai Mitra 


Khaaa Baal 68 


VARillV 


Sundaywaak 6t 
Chaaa^rldgaJBtampa 83 
Thia India M 
India abroad 
Without commant 
Humour in raai ilia 


OTHBR DBPARTMnfrg 


Comioa: Aatarlx 38 

Oalhi DIaryl D E Nizamuddin 66 


Tranaparanoy of Charan Singh by Kamal Bahai. 


Put) ii i I j t ^ihiuum S(t kdi StfNHi Cflitutia 0001 si a pr nt«ct at 
Af SH Id OttsHi P tvf t •k.iJ P/4d ( 11 5<h«flieNu VlMCslfultB 
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When safety depends on one lock, 

there's only one lock- 


NAVTAL 



Godrej Nav-Tai is more expensive than 
ordinary padlocks. But then, it's 
worthwhile payirrg a little more for a 
pradlodc you can depend upon. 

The machine'pressed brass body has no 
weakenirtg rivets. Electroplated rust- 
resistant steel itfiadkie works vertically, 
springs open under the action of a 
compression spring. There are eight 
die*cut levers. And only its own key can 
c^n the Nav-Tal. All of which m^es for 
security—and a padlodt worth its price. 


A measure of its trustworthiness is 
the fact that Godrej Nav-Tal is the brand 
leader for over twenty years. 

Suss: 

40 mm-S levers: SB eim-t levers 
OS mm-? levers; S5 em— S levers 
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Hats off 

W HAT ■ wonderful tribute to JP! 

Not one otber magazine >n o>ir 
country coulo equal your coverage 
Congratulations 

K P Andovon Gobichettn»lavam. 

lUE cover was superbly desired 
while the coverage was unrivalled by 
any other magaane 
B. Ram Mohan Rao, Bluru 

WITH the passing away of Sbrl 
Jayaprakash Narayan, the world of 
dcmocracv has lost one of its most 
distinguished members, the country 
a servant of unimpeachable qualities 
The Loknayak was a man <rf rale 
gritv a dedicated nation builder and 
to the common man, a lovable friend 
It would be no exaggeration to say 
that thousands of hn followers who 
have come to occupy positions of 
power 10 different ports of the 
oountn regarded him as one of tbcir 
trusted friends and phllosophrrs and 
a noble guide The country is poor 
CT in that It has lost one of its ablest 
leaders and an administrator and 
organiser of exceptionally great 
qualities 

Raman Chaudhurv, Bhapalpiir 

IT was a great tribute befitting a 
great patriot like JP Please acoem 
imr bnmble aivredation for the 
jbits of yov staff. The cover of 
the issue in question was easOy one 
of the best ! have come across and 
the heading “A hope is dead" elo 
quently expressed the sentiment of 
the entire nation at JP*s death. 
Surprisingly no poUtidan (supposed 
b close to JP) was able to edio this 
tMliag My congratulatioas to Krish¬ 
na Muran Kishan and Bipii] Cuha 
K Krishna Rai, Bombay, 


Morarji the ungrateful 

T UL tsiluc d ‘voted to JP "A hope 
IS dead’ (Octobci 14) was really 
excellent AfUr going tliiough ail the 
articles my respect for the late leadei 
ipereased suveial tunes over, although 
my opinion oi Muraiji is now incon 
oeivably low Ihe interview be gave 
to Santosh Bliarliya is no doubt going 
to diaw a lot of adveise reaction 
While JP died a national hero and 
was given wonderful homage, it is 
doubtful if by way of comMnson, 
anyone will shed tears for Morarp 
when be dies. 

C P Aojenaran, Now Delhi 

WHAT? Yet aaotber shoddng 
statement from our ex Prune Minis¬ 
ter? It IS even mure shocking in 
view of the fact ttiat these views 
were expressed so soon after the 
death of JP Each of his remarks 
was in bad taste and his (urt replies 
only go to prove his arrogance 
Asf Kumo Dhanbad. 


WHILE it was a treat to read Uie 
issue on JP, it was at the same time 
very incongruous to see Morarji 
Desal's comments on the departed 
leader His attitude is dearly the 
result of some strange superiority 
complex Although Morarji, like JP 
IS basically a man of Gandnian ideals 
there is still a basic difference be 
tween the two of them Despite tlic 
fact that Morarn is known as a man 
with an iron will, it certainly seems 
as though the iron has rusted While 
Morarji has never had any close 
links with the common people of 
this countiy that is precisely where 
JP's popularity began He was so 
well loved because of his proximity 
to the masses Although the ex 
Prime Ministi r may claim the move 
ment launcht d by JP yielded nothing 
it did The immediate result was 
the formation of the Janata Party 
and the long term effect was the in 
stallation of no less than Morarji 
as the Prime Minister 
Shwninl K Pa* Jalpatgurf 


Babuji ignored 

1 1 surprised me to read that, apart 
from JP, the only othci Bihar 
leadei who u. a national figure is 
Karpoori Thakur How can you 
state this in view of Ihe fart ^at 
Karpoori Thakur is responstbie for 
plunging Bihar into the turmoil of 
caste politics What about Babu 
faguvan Ram^ Isn't be a national 
le^er? Docs Karpoori Thakur have 
a greater following than Jagjtvan 
Ram** 

H 5 Rathore, Patna. 

MR M J Akbar's article "Loknayak 
Jayaprakash 2Uodabad" has one giar 


n IS iromcai that in on issue devoted 
to the homage of JP, you should 
have simultaneously chosen to egi « 
pus( the htpocrisy and obstinaor of 
mil haidcore politicians. The rate^ 
view with Santosh Bhartiys is a trvo 
«vposure of Morarji’s nature What- 
(VII may be the opinions of euf 
hadetv about JP, 4he common mim 
will always remember JP wKb grati¬ 
tude It IS rare nowadays to find n 
man who serves a nation selflesaly 
P Aravmdan, Bombay. 

lUr interview displays a pemonsl 
grudge against JP on the part of 
Morarji Desal even though it weg 
JP who was responsible for bis 
Pimic Ministership While JP's con¬ 
tribution to the nation will be written 
m letters of gold, history will never 
forg« t the remarks iff our ex-PriiRO 
Ministci an ungiateful politiaan 
Sudhtr Mohanty, Bolangir, 

WHETHER OI not anything came out 
of JP’s movement will be judged 
pasterity and does not need att(» 
comments Fot a start, everyone 
knows that the first thing that came 
out of JP's efforts was the installa¬ 
tion of Morarji Dessi at the Prime 
Minuter Despite what he might say, 
the likes of JP will not be seen in 
this country for centuries 
iMkhpat Rat, Jullimder 

I WA^ astounded to read Morarjt*! 

romments on JP 

Piadyol Kumar Sarkor, Calcutta 

IJOl' SN'T the news of anyone's death 
•iffert Ml Desai? What was the use 
III hi attending the funeral^ It la 
vov difficuM to comprehend Mr 
Ik su) s attitude 
Ronn Matumdar, Calcutta. 

Of AI.1 th< views published on JP, 
thi most bitter were those of the 
furnicr Prime Minister Unfortunate- 
tv he has misunderstood the ideas 
ot IP ,is well ds his aims The most 
iinpoHant thing to icmember is that 
JP fought for ideals and morals, not 
f<ii pi tty suerrss 
Slush T K Jha, Patna 


•ng mistake Is the author not awara 
III tin* fait that Mi Jagjivan Ram 
hull* fiom Bihar, or does be not 
• onsidi 1 him a national leader^ 
Salmon Vuruf, New Dothi 

PHL aitides 'Loknayak Jayaprakash 
/indabad and "Chandrashe'khar’r 
homage" were by and large fairly 
weH balanced except for certain 
plares Mrs Gandhi, Y B Chavan 
and Jagjivan Ram have been placed 
on an equal footing, which is un¬ 
charitable Mrs Gandhi had termed 
JP a traitor and branded him as 
being antinational and had him im¬ 
prisoned finally She did everything 
possible to punuh him 
J Makato, Banyalore. 
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In Search. 


Of Power. 


M.>n s( iiiirct) N.ilurc And discov. t'lcd 
li'M rivers Kivcns (i.k ked w illi I’ovvc’i 
And lu' lieqcin (o use itieni I tiC' 
Kiiveii. the ShtU.u.tli, llu' B.idra 
.111(1 die Sliiv .isiinnidi (tin nil now 

(jI <1 flower III! ( finvns In jiainl 
the (floTv of trinn's Iriendshii) 
w nil \.nnii‘. 

lo Mv, SOIe 1'<iw ei ( or IlOT <11 ion 1 id., 
n w.is ihi' iindiihitini! Kali River 
wlin li fiosed.i mnjhiv c hallcrufe 
even,)., she [nonuse ' aiiqhl v [xiw'er 
Aiof.tlol 1 dOO M W w nen I he [irojecl 
IS c Iini|i|(‘(c'. I Inn’s tH'.iilv hOOil 
million tiniisof I'lM'iifv c'verv v,ie<ir. 


I he taminy of Nature s wemders, 
however, has had its [rrice.The 
storvof our projec Is is wovcni w ilh 
fast inaliiHj l.ilesof vic tories and 
sac iificc's. Of a few lhons<ind 
|)C'o))le who Inive poiireci I heir 
hearts, homes ancf lives into Ifiein. 
In shattc’rmy u itderness, in simple 
clwcdlinys, lle'vhavc' eiulurecl 
roasliiiy siimmcns, c hillv w inters 
iincl fc-roc ions floods 

All hecsnise w»^ Inrve a role 
lo |)eifoim 

A powcnful on*> at that. 

W'hic h iiu icientallv sane lifies 
our fielief 
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kARPOORl lludcur cm at best be 
called a leader of the backward 
castes ia Bihar. As a matter of fact, 
his followers weat to the exteat ot 
bUmiaa books writtea by JP aad 
using abrasive language against him. 
Tarakeahuar Pras^ Utaaffarpwr. 

SUNDAY’S role in imposing Die Lok 
Dal leadership on the Indian people 
is becoming more and more dear 
with each successive issue. It has 
not spared this effort even in the 
spedal issue on JP. When M. J. 
Akbat writes that, after JP, Karpoori 
Thakur is the only Bihar leader on 


a aationai level, one canaot help 
laughing at the way in v^di Mr 
Jagjivan Ram has been ignored. If 
Mr Akbar thinks the Indian people 
ate so ignorant, he is grossly 
mistaken 

Ajay Kishore Prasad, Pahu 


CONGRATULATIONS for the touch¬ 
ing report on the cremation of the 
Loknayak In addition, you were 
quite right in your analysis of the 
petty politicians like Mrs Gandhi. Mr 
Jagjivan Ram and others. 

Pravem K. Stahn Ranchi 


We were there 


Quite right 


I WAS shoeked to read the article 
“Birthday after death” ^ Santosh 
Bhartiya Whore he has stated that 
“The Vahini boys did not partidpatc 
in the celebrations organised at JP’s 
Kadsm Kuan residence because 
bhajans and prayers were on the 
agenda ” 

We attended the prayer meetings 
every day. It is true that wc did not 
want cheap publicity and so did not 
distinguish ourselves by putting on 
badges in order to announce our 
presente there It is also true that 
from October 11 our attendance was 
smaller but the reason for this was 
that there was a meeting of th* 
Vahini National Council in Muiaffar- 
pur from October 12 and this meet- 
log lasted for 12 days Following our 
return from the meeting of the 
Nftional Council all of us joined in 
the daily prayers which ended on 
October 21 So it is b^eless to say 
that none of us participated in the 
prayers. After all, he was no* onl^ 
the father of our own organisation 
but our spiritual father as well. In 
addition he was our friend and guide 
so how could we be disrespectful 
towards him? 

Sujotu, Patna Chatra Yvva Sangaraa 
Vohint. 


Caution 


\JO ONE in this world, not even 
i V JP is infallible. In India, myths 
are born long before the man is dead 
i.nd this too is the case with JP. But 
one should not gloas over his seamier 
side in the eui^ria over bis earth- 
shaking achievements. Was it not he 
who praised Ayub’s Basic Demoersqr 
and asked the armv not to obey the 
orders of superiors while he nosed 
as the apostle of democracy and the 
epitome of dwdpUiie? Waa it not he 
who hobnobbed with a foreign mis¬ 
sionary Rev Michael Scott over the 
Nagaland Peace MiasionT 
Johor Das. Calcutta. 



T HK words used by Pandit 
Nehru desci ibmg Mahatma Gandhi 
in d speech at Red Fort in 1949 may 
be applied to JP as well “Thirty 
years ago there appeared on the 
Indian siene a mighty man of destiny 
who lighted our path. That path 
illumined our minds and hearts and 
large numbeis of our people, for¬ 
getting their own troubles and 
domestic difficulties, then property 
and tamilv, respondinl to his call It 
was not for personal gam of any 
kind.” 

G Parameswara Rao, Behrampur. 

CONGRATULATIONS on your 
special issue on JP The man who 
lived,, loved and sacrificed for the 
cdu.sr of his motherland deserves a 
speaal place in our hearts He show 
ed in every way how to follow noWe 
ideak and to abide by these ideals 
strictly. Let every countryman take 
a vow to fulfil his dream and the 
task he has reposed in u.s to complete 
P Ghosh, Calcutta. 

JP WAS the true unn owned king 
and ideal freedom fighter of our 
country and in addition he wa.s one 
of a select band who newr tail'd tor 
position or power The country today 
IS in dire need of such men long 
live JP, the true patriot Menioiies 
linger on evin though he is no 
longer with us 
Sanko Bando, RancM 


WHEN I was studying lu school in 
Gaya m 1942 the whole ’own et hol'd 
wrth the name of fayaprakasb 
Narayan He was a beio beiauve ol 
his bold and patiiutir efloiis to 
ensuic the tneedom ol oui nation 
His populaiitv only iscalatid after 
his escape 'luiii Ila/aiibagh Jail, 
whkti exploit cntlii ailed all of us 
tor It wa-s a unique ai liieveiiK nt 
I had the first oppottiiiiiu to see 
him when I was in (/ava in 194b 
That was the >eai he and Prabhavati 
Devi were invited to addres» th« 
students They were an ideal couple 
whose determination to work loi the 
upliftmeni of the lural poor of the 
country was only too cieai In m\ 
opinion, JP’s greatest achievement 
waa that he never h,mkried after 
power nor did he bother about a 
high-ranking post 
Bhapan Bosu, Jamshedpur 


A fresh perspective 

|g/]TB a view to tbo faniMWe nttsd 
off for an understendiiif aad tnM 
appreciation iff the IdaoiiG Mvola* 
tion in Iran by the oonimoa, evanr* 
day reader (‘Tran's fascist Ithuir. 
SUNDAY October 7) it ia reqaeated 
that this tetter be published 
The historic Islamic revolutton tn 
Iran is the fruit iff the endeavours 
of the enlightened end awakeiiad 
people of Iran in general, and Imatn 
Khomeini in particular. The people 
bore with patience the rule Off 
tyranny and injustice for niaw 
decades. The Imam, realising tne 
situation, geared up and juolttliaed 
his resources for the overthrow eff 
the said rule. He successfully emn* 
pteted the first phase iff the task by 
overthrowing the monarch and Ua 
council of Ministers along witti Im 
powerful subordinates together wtth 
the dreaded SAVAK. 

Imam Khomeini after getting a 
mandate in favour of an luamic lU* 
public geared up his missionartes for 
the establishment of an ideal Islamic 
sodety and government. The fwoM 
responsible for propping up the com 
tinuance of the rule or imperiaUsm 
suddenly suffered a great dosnrfall 
and found the tables turned agaiaat 
them. They, in order to regain the 
reins for tbeir ulterior motives, start¬ 
ed false propaganda, spread fabri¬ 
cated and distorted news, craatad 
problems for the present governtnmit 
and Imam Khomeini 
About 700 culprits who wera ras- 
ponsible for mass massacre and daa- 
tiuction of soiiio-economic structures 
of the Islamic soacW, under the 
title ot the “Great Civilisation”, warn 
justifiably executed They were tried 
bv the IslaniK Revolutionary Conn* 
cils and given full healings. Use 
charges were proved and confirmed, 
thence the sentences awarded. The 
motivated toices made a hue and 
cry about these actions but were 
silent when the foimer regime pot 
to torture and death more than 
80,000 people under one pretext or 
the other, in the last decade. 
Even the torrh-bearers of bunum 
rights and democracy, except 
in passing reference, had no 
positive voice to raise against 
the brutality and shameful action. 
Jt IS said there is no business like 
show buMnosy The former regime 
had masterfully presented their ffiow 
to the people of the world. The 
world was carried away by their 
showmanship and was not aware of 
the reality within the Iranian sodaty. 
The Iranian iieople lost their patience 
and finally with a single onslaught, 
and within the shortest period, came 
out with their revolution Every 
revolution has some side eftects and 
if the people bear the same with a 
bttic patience, they can reaji the 
fruits of the revolution with ease and 
comfort. 

Iradj Saghin, Bombay (Consul 
itcntnal of the MamK Republic of 
ftan ) 
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THE SOCIAL 
ORIGIN OF 
LEADERSHIP 
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wiiiel I IS the 





EGLECT of agricutture 
(and. therefore, of the 

village) ii traceable, next 
to ideology, to the urban 
origin and orientation of 

our ruling ciaas. In fact, the ideo¬ 

logy of a man is largely governed by 
hia social origin — the home and 
surroundings in which he is born and 
grows up. Inasmuch as the political 
leaderahip of the country is remMe 
from the nature and needs of the 

village, economic policy made by it 
la. to a large extent, made conscious¬ 
ly or unconsaouslv for the town. 
According to Mr Satish K. Arora, 
“over the decade of 1M2-72. toe 20 
per cent of India that is urban, con¬ 
tributed slightly more than half of 
all Cabinet Ministers at the Centre; 
and Of these, almost two-thirds were 
from cities with over 10,00,000 popu¬ 
lation. The proportion of agricul¬ 
turists has remained fairly constant 
at about 17 per cent.”* 

Ministers from the towns, sitting in 
New Delhi, cannot possibly know 
how the villager's mind works, how 
the village society functions. So, 
while they may have an intellectual 
sympathy for the rural folk, they 
have no personal knowledge or psy- 
chotogical appreciation of the needs, 
problems and handicaps of the farm¬ 
ers; the problem of land is a closed 
book to them. To give an example 
or two. Jawaharlal Nehru comes 
eed at the Nagpur aesiion of the 
Indian National Congress held in 
lanuarv. lbS9 that be did not know 
much ateut land and its problems. 
Yet, (along with State trading in 
foodgraips) be recommended to the 
delegates a motioa suggesting that 
J^nt farms consisting of all their per- 
manent residents. whether owning 
land or not be established in every 
village mainly with a view to lacreas- 
tan agricultural production. Nothing 
enuUI be more impracticable, rather 
snore absurd. StiiL the recommen- 
dathm was made and accepted. With 
such leadership at the helm of na¬ 
tional aRairs. planning, which ra- 
aolred Intimate knowledge and 
experience of cmiditions In one’s 
country, was bound to ba nnrealiatic. 

Although theoretica lly one dons not 
“iBBlIat teBVawM^ at 


have to be born poor in order to 
understand what poverty means, or 
to be born a farmer in order to 
understand how agricultural produc¬ 
tion could be increased, yet, to ex¬ 
pect that realistic policies for rural 
development, eradication of poverty 
er Increase in food production could 
be framed and implemented by thoye 
who have not ^en the village Or 
known poverty or experienced hunger, 
was to expect something out of the 
ordinary. Speaking on toe 'Conquest 
id Hunger' at Vigvan Bhawan, New 
Delhi on March 15, 1973. the Nobel 
Laureate Dr Norman E. Borlaug went 
Ott to suggest that policy makers in 
India — political leaders, adenHsts, 
bureaucrats and educators — staoulo 
remain hungry for a fortnight to 
appreciate the “biological value” of 
food. If they spent the last two days 
without water, the exerdae mignt 
provide valuable insight into toe 
•iMVchologlcal value” of water at 
well. “The economic value of food 
depends on how hungry you are, 
when you ate last and what toe 
prospects for the future are", he 
quipped. 

In her book. Child of the Dark, 
Carolina Maria de Jetut, a alum 
dweller In toe opulent dty of sao 
Paulo, exclaims in despair : “Braiil 
needs to be led by a person tvho has 
known hunger. Hunger la alao a 
teacher ... Those who govern our 
country are those who have money, 
who do not know what hunger is, or 
pain or poverty.” It ahould now be 
dear to our readers why India ao 
richly endowed by nature with re- 
sonreet had gone abegging for food 
all over the world even after the 
expirv of more than a quarter cen¬ 
tury since toe attainment of poHtienl 
Independence. Neither those in 
whose hands lav the uttimate poMti-' 
cal power, nor those svlio were near 
and dear to them ever knew want oi 
exnerienced the nangs of hunger. 

There is no direct mral presence in 
toe town! where the poEUcnl and 
eeeniwilc deda<ont are made. Smalt 
farmers in particular have prscHcally 
an ffrect hnoact In State caottaK 
and pefaMoant mlgnnta fresn vtOages 
to towna Idantffy themaaivefl wfih 




fhe wfm* «1tt« tbrr bavc Jotnad. 

' IKir poMHcat Ifndm and econnmio 
ptoimen ar^ tba« a'most exclosivelv 
exposed to the thought, pressure and 
comoenv of the Hnv sections tit our 
population Involved In modern urban 
poVtica. trade uninnism, industry, uni- 
eeraities and administration They 
do show a deep sincere concern for 
the welfare of farmers, but concern 
and goodwill are no substitute for 
direct contact w'th the villagers and 
Intimate knowledge of their prob¬ 
lems However consdentions they 
may be. the balance of pressures on 
them is overwhelmingly urban to 
which they ultimately succumb cons- 
donslv or unconsdously 

While one great contribution of 
Oandhili was to broadbase the move¬ 
ment for sodal emandpation, one 
deflnite resuH. though perhaps unin¬ 
tended. of Nehruji’s economic and 
social polides has been to narrow 
down greatly the base of the ruling 
class. Ekrtions do not redeem the 
people Onre elections are over, 
liaison men and the urban lobbies 
take control The Press, the bureau¬ 
crats, the bunness and professional 
lobbies and the commission agents 
control the levers of power What 
ever the complexion of the Govern 
ment — Congress, Communist, Jana¬ 
ta or any other — it is this class 
which rules. This is where, perhaps, 
the Marxist theory of 'ruling dess' is 
appropriate 

It is not. however, a question of 
Ignorance or external influences 
alone The interests of political 
leaders themselves coindde with 
those of the townsmen During the 
course of a conversation in the mid 
flftles, an old educated Swami had 
told an American economist, W S 
Woytinsky "The trouble is that ours 
Is a country of small farmers, a rural 
country but our politidans, like all 
intellectuals, are dty people Most 
of them are good, honest people 
But the needs of large dties ahrays 
come first sdth them”* 

Scattered in relatively small groups 
over large areas as the rural voters 
are. few dty-based ooliticians who 


wield power see much or anv gain in 
ogponshig rural causes Even the 
large number of rporf'sentatives nf 
villagers in the Legislatures is hardly 
relevant as a counter-poise They 

S st follow their leaders like sheep 
irthor. these MLAs and MPs are 
uaually big fanners and their inter 
oats aie diose of the urban elite, not 
ef the village from where they have 
■pning. That is why, more often 
taan not, demands for lower food 
train prices for consumers to the 
towns wnicfa mean lower prices for 
pradncers in the villages, and strikes 
gad gheraos tor higher wages which 
mean dearer manufactured goods for 
farmers and other villagers, receive 
tbehr blessings 

Nor Is it oemocracy if vast masses 
in the countryside feel deprived of 
their due and all power and good 
ttainga of life are omaoentrated in the 
bana ef a section of our people. 
Inasawch as the srillager or the cuhi- 
'vatar oMialitutes by far the largest 
■seportion of the p opulatioo in the 

» leflle: The AsnfeMM Otaat (Barpsr 
m, MwTMu Utili 


ceuntiy. everyone pays lip service to 
him. but there ate few who are 
leallv aealous about preceding his 
intmest He is duly remembered at 
the time of elections but his vdee is 
rarely heard in the land. In the 
West, the urban compleidon of the 
political leaderikhip or the administra 
tion is not very material as the rural 
sector forms a very small part of 
their economies and also because in 
some countries, eg the USA, they 
have an unwritten rule that the 
Midster ot Agriculture shall be -i 
person who comes from the agricul 
tural class. Further, famine is not 
a near threat there as it is in India 
The town occupies the entire oi 
almost the entire mental horizon of 
onr leaders and administrators The 
villafe occupies a very tiny speck, if 
at all That is why almost the en 
tire staff which operates or will 



Hy him 

IIS in oocMf 
jb dlHhdcMlt timss. 


operate newly-established brandies 
of nationalised commercial banks in 
rural areas is lecniited from the 
town and is highly paid These 
branches began to be established m 
1970 If was in 1975 that realisa 
tlon of the problem that the urban 
ortentation and emoluments of the 
staff of these b.mks created in the 
countryside dawned upon the tin 
gods sitting in New Delhi Accord 
hig to the prorrjpdings of a confer 
enee held there on August 21-22 
1975 it was the high-cosl stiurture 
of commercial banks and the urban 
orientation of their employees that 
disabled them from making the kind 
of impact thev were experted to In 
the svake of nationalisation There 
are a thousand such deasions unre 
lated to the conditions of our villages 
that have bedevilled the economy and 
progress of the country 


O lNE of the main reasons 
for the failure of farm 
extension work in India 
lies in the sodal com 

....'plexion of the extension 

workers Says the Ttmn of India 
New Delhi, in its editorial of Mardi 
1976 

Just as community devetopment 


pr panehgygti Raj bavu life- 
tortM in practice to bntwcN «« 
rural status quo rather than uaer- 
gise It into change, ao farm exten- 
Sion bn been frustrated ^ the 
very mode in which it bus beba 
undertaken. The prindpal pe^ 
lem. as a World Bank expert woo 
was a former agricultnnil comdil*- 
aioner in India, pointed out aiot 
long ago, has been the inducHea 
into fanning communHtes of ex¬ 
tension, workers from outdde 
them. Thev do not have the 
fanners’ trust, they are not ea • 
rule keen on spending too mudh 
time In the villages, they don't 
always have a faming baatgreund 
so that their concern over the dim- 
cutties of their prospective bene- 
fldaries is academic rather than 
real 

The University Education Commls- 
sloii, 1951, presided over by Ik 
Sarvapalli Rsdhakrishnan, had re 
commended that, "so far as feasOie 
agricultural education, agHcultural 
research and the formulation of 
agricultural policy shall bo In tho 
hands of persons and grouos or asso- 
dations of persons who, by intimgte 
Bssodation, partidpation and export- 
eoce, have first-hand penetroHag 
knowledge of agricultural life." 
Nothing came of this recommenda¬ 
tion. However, on the contrary, 
the Government of India has known 
Minlaters of Agrinilture who did not 
know the difference between Rahi 
and Kharif 

Similarly, there are examples of 
highly-placed officers serving in the 
Department of Agriculture who could 
not distinguish between a sugar cane 
and Jowar plant, officers in the Ani¬ 
mal Husbandry Department who or 
whose families had never tended or 
maintained a cow goat or buffalo be¬ 
fore thev went to the veterinary cel- 
lege and chief engineers who did not 
know how many waterings a particu 
lar crop required and when to close 
a canal for repairs and when not to 
For what is true of political leaders 
is true of high ranking administrators 
also the latter are drawn in over¬ 
whelming proportions from the urban 
elass In truth it is the town which 
rules the village The latter has 
little or no hand in framing policies 
for its ovm welfare or administering 
itself 


The Indian I>-iegation to China on 
Agrarian Cooperatives, 1956, headed 
by Mr R K Patil, has this to sav' 
Ahhough a change in the attitude 
of the aoministratum is notioeahte. 
the old system traditions and out¬ 
look have not yet disappeared and 
It becomes difficult for the adnuait- 
tration to functioO on the basis of 
trust and cooperation as between 
equals Identification with the 
people IS made further difficult by 
the fact that higher services usually 
come from higher daases and cas¬ 
tes In soaety (Report, pp 139-40) 
For example. In UP the most po¬ 
pulous State, two of the high castes 
constituting less than 12 per cent of 
the population hold SO to 75 per cent 
tit Covemment Jobs in almost all the 
departoient*. It womd appear from 
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«n «rtlcle written by Mr R. K. Ttivedl 
and Dr D. N. Rao in the ioursil nf 
the Nationel Academy of Adminiitra- 
tiOB. Mussorie, July, IM^ thet only 
143 out of the 1,191 (or 12 per cent), 
IAS oSosri In aervice at the time 
ivere bom in the home of an agricuh 
turiat. Pauatt of time haa made 
little or no dlfferenre in recruitment 
to thia cadre. In 1974, the percentage 
of agrtculturiats recruited to the lAS 
roae to only 14 According to a aur- 
vey conducted by the Union Public 
Service Commiaaion, only SO out of the 
Its auoeasful candidatea for the IAS 
and IPS in 1975 were from rural areaa 
aa a whole, that it, including both 
thoae having agricultural and non- 
agricultural background!. Which 
meant that a young man of urban 
origin had more than nine timea the 
chance of entering the higher aervicet 
compared to his compeer from the 
villaget. 

On the basis of a comprehenatve 
study of higher dvil servants in India, 
Subramaniam concluded that a majo¬ 
rity (00 per cent or more) of ^m 
came from the urban salaried and 
professional middle class. On the 
other hand, the farmers and agricul¬ 
tural labourers were found to be 
ip'ostly under-repreaeated in all the 
central services, even more than the 
artiuns and the industrial workers. 
"These findings are significant", 
points out Bdldev H. Sharma, "not 
only because of the broad scope of 
this study but also because it deals 
with (Central government sendees 
that operate undei, at least, two 
policy consti amts—one which spedfies 
a recruitment quota for members of 
the economicallv deprived Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and the 
other which seeks to establish demo¬ 
cratic soaalism m India."* 

It is in this structure of the bureau¬ 
cracy that one may largely look for 
the unimaginativeness of the Govern 
ment's schemes deahng with the wel¬ 
fare, particularly, of the rural maaaes 
and, even if the schemes are realistic, 
then, for their failure or half-heartad 
implementation. 

In this context, there ia a ainlater 
development worth notidnf. New re¬ 
cruits to the higher raidcs of the aer- 
vicei am drawn in an increaaing pro¬ 
portion from the same dale as the 
ruling bureaucracy. So the new en¬ 
trant to the superior services ia often 
the sdon of a member of these very 
services. It has already been pointed 
out io this article that aspiring pro¬ 
fessionals were typically sons and 
daughters of persons holding super¬ 
visory and executive positions In 
Government -or industry or of self- 
employed professionals and businesi 
men. Which means that the present 
bureaucracy is fast developing into a 
hereditary caste, and the doors of the 
higher edielons of Government em 
ployment are virtually closed to the 
sons of those who are outside the 
charmed drcle today, particularly to 
the SOBS of the villagers. 

Inaugurating a conference of the 
Chairmen of Public Service Commu- 
slOBs in New Delhi on November IS, 
1976, the then Rime Minister, Mrs 
Indira Gandhi, was pleased to observe 
as follows • 

* via* Seoaeosie Si PoliUeat ITsshln 

Bomtay. W»Mvmrr. 




liieee^ aim tna more ninil> 
eirieotwL Thu is not twcauM of eo^ 
i^nsm tat for tte hard fact that 
«ait majority of ttie Indian peo^ 
«e still living in rural areas and 
will continue to do so. We do want 
to industrialise Imfia. hut we are 
quite sore that it wiU remain large- 
an agricultural community and 
««e are happy that it should be so 
because our primary r^irement is 
food and wc cannot aifbrd a situa* 
tion odiere there is any lade <d that 
$0 the rural areas have to be 
veloped and the people who can go 
and develop them, must be given a 
better chance. 

The point to note is that die inten¬ 
tion was to recruit the people Who 
couM go and develop the rural areas 
and not those who were bom in or 
belonged to these areas. 

This is not to dispute the ability or 
sincerity of political leaders or admi 
nistrators coming from non-agricul 
turist families. It only means that 
there is little or no correspondence 
beween the values and interests of the 
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political leader and the administrator, 
on the one hand, and of those whose 
affairs they are called upon to admi¬ 
nister. on the other. A man's opi¬ 
nions are. to a great extent, dictated 
bv the source of income of his family 
and bv his surroundings. His parents, 
his environment, his business, his 
friends, bcquaintance,s and relatives— 
it is the sum total of these things— 
his namktars —that determines a man's 
outlook on life. Education makes very 
little difference, if any, to a nun's 
outlook and opinion thus farmed. It 
rather tends to confirm them. 

Education could not maVe a differ 
•ence otherwiK also. Despite Inde¬ 
pendence sdioois and colleges that 
inculcated Western social values and 
manners have continued to flourish 
more than ever. Those who could 
absorb them best—and it is the sdons 
of rich families in tha.cities and towns 
vdio could do so due to a similar en¬ 
vironment aft home — got the best 
public qr private sector jobs, and 
were paid enough to remain iaedated 
from the bulk of the people, parti- 
cularig. from those who Hved In the 
vitjagex, PhUtlca) direction fnhn the 
top also worked in a mamim’ tout 
. aenspd to confirm tba diviaiM bttween 


' iipd'tta'.|riiiM,l did vakiaa 

fiad ^ -pf^dides prevafi 
The villager tali retuins a 'mi^, a 
gtauotcr a dehati or a delMpnii, fit 
tab to wield the plough w cuter the 
poKta or the army as a constable, or 
a aepOy or a jawan. The ^nt of 
Independence, democracy and etano- 
mlc development are the preserve, the 
right, oS a few select dasses or even 
families living mostb in urban crecs. 
The sodal values and economic iate^ 
ests of the two being different, a 
villagetased public worker aspiring 
to political leadership are anathema 
to the ruling nrban elite. 

The urban elite, from wliidi our 
nilors are largely drawn, ia united on 
die issue of according a moth higher 
priorib to industrialisation than to 
agriculture. Few Western-trained 
niecialists,. that fill the top adriaory 
positions in New Delhi, accept the the¬ 
sis that economic development in a 
non-industrial society should start with 
massive investments in agriculture and 
agricultural processing—investnwnts 
designed to transform the rural popu¬ 
lace into an effective market for do¬ 
mestic manufactures. Hie talk of 
the country’s young technocrats pre¬ 
fer to bet their country's economic 
future on a rapid expannon of indus¬ 
try at the expense of agriculture. To 
them, rural problems and projects are 
only a reminder of the bad old days. 

Girilal Jain said in an ahicle ia the 
Times of India, New Delhi, on March 
13, 1974: 

The bias in favour of industry is 
the result of a variety of factors 
like the urban character of the do¬ 
minant national elite, the 19th cen¬ 
tury belief that industrialisation 
holds the key to ma.ssive employ- 
ment opportunities not only for the 
educated youth but also for the sur¬ 
plus population in the countryside 
which is a drag on agriculture it¬ 
self. and the equally widespread 
conviction that industrial growth Is 
synonvmous.with the modernisation 
of a tradition-bound and stagnant 
society, economic prosperity, mili 
tary .strength and status in the 
world community. 

Members of tbi.s dominant elite may 
have differed on whether heavy in¬ 
dustry should have too priority in the 
Plans Of whether liaht industry pro¬ 
ducing consumer goods .should occupy 
the pride of place. But neilhee of 
these groiios has regarded agriculture 
as anything hut a handmaid of in- 
dustrv. Whether Gonscioiisly or un 
consdousiv. they have always equated 
Industrialisation with Drogre.s.s oi 
economic development of the country 
Besides their heredity and the en 
vironment in wfiteb they live, the 
main reason for this belief or atti¬ 
tude of our ruling class is that it is 
nurtured on text books whidi were 
written in conditions entirely differ- 
tat from those prevailing in our coun¬ 
try or which svere inspired by the 
ideology of Karl Marx who did not 
believe in the kind of pobtieal order 
s«e do, and had made no special study 
at rural problems. Fasdnated by 
lianrian teachiagi and misled m 
Boviet propagaoffhgs, our pebtiail 
lenders, eoMUMiic planaert and ad- 



w fals tw ib wt dbo 
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Muic traits woridag _ 

innmAmtaring industry beAnm 
gyea, big mechanitad ^ 
win nrtauoe more in 
■gricttltnre tin. 

Forgettiag the exunplu at dtaM' 
luid tatat other oonniries, wntas' 
famlb farm boldings are, on an fipep-' 
age, taialler, far smaller dian matte 
In India to^, they believe fh«t 
creeaed production of food negeraw l ^i 
to feed the townsmen, and at taWf 
materials necessary to turn tHlV 
wheels at intastry (agein. lotatod^l: 
the towna), cannot be acMevci^; nnV? 
less huge State farms era estab' ‘ 
or the peannts abandon amaB 
farming and Join or merge tht 
ves into aedeties where lerffs 
farming is possible and tractors, 
vester, thrnher oombittes and < , 
large agricultnral macUneiy Can miv 
used profiubly. They wmU Un w 
put agriculture, too, on a \ 

basia. 

Bealdea Joint cooperative fa 
tbere are tour other slogans or 
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mes whldi have often been debated 
in the parlours of New Delhi, Bon 
bay and Calcutta since the dawn at 
poiitlcai. Independence, but sail re¬ 
main untmplemented and will remain 
so, viz., State trading in foodgrains 
or the allied sdieme of fixation of 
ratnimum price for agricultnral nro- 
duce even when there is over-promto 
tion; crop and cattle inranranoe; 
guaranteeing qf minimum wages to 
agricultural labourers and' the raising 
of a land army to reclaim laod, bnlld 
canals and roads, plant forests and 
reconstruct the countryside In so 
many other ways. 

HE scheme of crop tosar- 
aooe is intended to pro¬ 
tect the farmer or his 
enm, mainly against aatp. 

-—i ral calamities, and bis 

cattle against, disease; Just as price 
anpiKMl is Intended to protect Mm 
against the consequences of over¬ 
production. The All-India Congress 
Committee bad passed a reaeltttlon 
for the introduchon of this sdieme 
wlQi great fanfare in May, 1965. At 
long last, the Government .te^ a 
dedston ia May, 1974, to introduce 
crap Insurance in six'States->for jute 
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_the cottntry tlQ data. Oraan- 

hr tha Gujarat State Faittuaer 
the axpannieiit baa re- 
a very heavy dote of mana- 
mrM aad jAyaical topata to auooeed. 
iVa a M ia teawldant, aupervitora and 
pa 00 an loaroe and uie axperiaiice 
agrieolton hat been diaappoint 




an obvlout dMBcaltiea in 

_with any degree of ex- 

jtetftod^ the damage that the crop 
aMW niored. Safeguards to prevent 
, tiiiair practteet, therefore, would 
* ihiltilra a certain amount of ingauuity 
ISMntea it alao needeiLJjn thi^ght ot 
Ine varying conditions to vAich even 
IM same crop is subject In vsrlout 
ftgieat and agroHdimatic drcumstan 
. gai. Other problems eiso need to be 
IMh ent. Will the tcheroe be com- 
pMltory t At whet prices will returns 
I|H4 pramia be asaeased* What will 
ta anas where irrlgauea is 




Adourding to information avaUable, 
wap fataurance has been introduced 
la gepan and tbe USA Maybe, they 

a ahla to make a success of it, Ii 
not follow however, that we can 
alN dh tiie same For one thing, 
aandaida of hitegrity here are coni 

a lively low. Whether there wav 
sUy some damage to his crops 
aad. if any, its extent will always be 
a auitler « dispute between the far 
amr and the agent of the inanrer, 
uMdi ia likely to be settled by otbng 
IIm pefan of the bitter Excessive 
dMaw M to discontinuanoe of the 
Gttwrat Government Inmranoe 
Mama in 1915 after the expertence 
gf only one year. Hrabsation of pie 
amnn from the fanners will pose an- 
adte headache to the Government 
Atiaftei for the vaat munber of func^ 
famariea that wiU be required will 
awan a huge ananual burden which 
naither wilt the beneficiariea, the far¬ 
mers who possess tiny holdings, be 
teUBug to pay nor the Government o< 
gay msunnre company be able to 
gatily ahouldei 

^nwUl. perhaps, not be irrelevant 
ia poiiit out here that I bad wiitten to 
^ thM Prune Minister, Mr xiil 
Bahadur Shastn In October, 1965 to 
dasitt from enfoicing the scheme It 
was a chinwriral idea and bound to 
MU 

US I as in the 6ekl ol 
lodustrial production, so 
In the Arid of agriculture 
tin* \giirultural Mini 
_ mum Wages Act was 

JanaCtflil ui 1M8 to rnsute a minimum 
lauiwbrteece wage to tbe lahoufcr 
iMWve and hohdays were guaranteed 
faikd maximum hours of work pres 
crihed Under Snetion 30 a bbourer 
who is paid ie«s than the minimum 
ymgc Sued hv the Goveinmint ts en 
tItiM to sue his employor and claim 
rompenutlon before the prescribed 
1 autborfty Trade unions nu also 
twe up the esse For speeAi ded 

*' ’'assim' eo' stii'uiiMsa ngorse. 
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sious on these complaints, the act 
provides for the appointment of com 
pensation commissioners Enforce¬ 
ment of payment of minimum wages 
can certainly be one of the effective 
wavs to provide relief to the landless 
workers or agricultural laboarers 
provided the agricultural sector, as a 
whole can afford to pay such wages 
and the suppiv of labour is leas than 
or equal to the demand for it None 
of the oonditionB is, at present, being 
fulfilled, however 

As regards the first according to 
Uie Central Statistical Organisation, 
the net national product generated 
in agricultuiv- in our country in 1977 


?• was As 30^ qroK*. and, the 
mimber of workers on land—^uad- 
hoMen and land^ Indoded —.was 
192.43 ratIUon. Their average dadh' 
income worked out to he only Its 
4.36. which was less than the mini¬ 
mum wage applicable in most of the 
nofflTgricnltural ooanpatitms, and aer 
tamiy ranch less than what wonld 
enable a woiher to maintain his 
family above Uie poverty level. 

As regards the second condition* 
the actual wages of workers in any 
industra or ocenpation are deter- 
mined by the law of supply and de¬ 
mand. For example, in Punjab, 
where intensity of a^culturai acti¬ 
vity is the hipest, demand for farm 
warkers is so great that a large num¬ 
ber workers migrate to that State 
from Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and 
even from far-off Bihar Therefore, 
workers there get wages which are 
higher than tbe minimum fixed by 
law. In Madhya Pradesh and Bihar, 
however, agricpltnral labourers get 
very low wages despite law or orders 
to the contrary, simply because agri¬ 
cultural production in these States is 
hiw and the number of potential 
employees larger than that needed by 
potential employers 

The quickest way to solve the 
problem of the agricultural labourci 
or of rural poverty in general, there 
fore, is to create more jobs by inten 
sifying agricultural activity* But this 
will be possible only where agncul 
tunsts aie providtd with the mini 
mum faalities required for intensive 
agriculture This point bscomes 
clear if we compare the faalities 
available to farmers in Punjab and 
Madhya Pradesh, the two States in 
India, in which agricultural producti¬ 
vity IS the highert and the lowest 
(kaving alone semi-desert Rajas 
than) 






mMR tbik iMfitlMrilMi, It is evMeitt 
t|ut n&tertftt the needs of the fw 
ipsTf have been even partially met. 
not only has productivity gone up. 
sad is comparahle to the best in the 
world, the problem of landless wor 
kers has also been satisfactonly re> 
solved. Further, administrative 
oomsnon sense should tell us that 

K rticnlarly. in regions where would 
employees exceed the needs of 
employers no Government will be able 
to imptement a law guaranteeing 
minimum wages the number involv- 
•d is so huge and the factors involv¬ 
ed in determining a wage so com 
pkx. 

The rate of wages should take into 
account the area and quality of land 
possessed by every farmer Also, the 
wages should, m justice, fluctuate 
along with the actual incuine of the 
farmer which so largely depends upon 
the fluctuating weather I ui ther, sxa- 
don of minimum wages hat no mean¬ 
ing unless, at the same time, employ 
ment to all those who seek it. Is 
guaranteed at the prescribed wage, 
lust as minimum support prices for 
commodities such as foodgiains, have 
no meaning unless the Government 
undertakes to buy all the supphes 
offered at the prescribed price. 

The analogy of industrial labour in 
the towns does not apply There the 
labourer is indispensable to the runn¬ 
ing of the factory Not so in agri¬ 
culture or the village if he consicters 
the statutory wage prohibitive, the 
averagp farmer, instead of winding 
up his farm, will fall back upon the 
labour resources of his own family— 
the labour of his aged father, the 
children and the wife—to make up 
for the want of hired labour As m 
the case of crop insuiante, I bad 
wained the Central Government in 
1965 that although the authors oi the 
ach<*nie were inspired by noble 
motives It was unworkable But, as 
usual, nobody would listen 


T he proposal to raise a 
land army has some 
merit but at bist, it is 
only a temporary measure, 

— - - and cannot piuvide a 

lasting solution for removal of ruial 
poverty A land aiiny can piovide 
cmploymenl to some only as wage 
Miners. Through this schemi, a per 
son can never barome self-cnipluycd 
on a long term basis. 

None of the above schemes could 
have emanated from a leadeiship 
which was seised with the jeabtics 
of our economic life They lould be 
sponsored only bv those who wore 
either nurtured on text books and 
Journals written in conditions ipr 
different from tbosi* of oui country 
te were bom in rich families hving 
In dties for generations past 
Mahatma Candbrs powerful advo 
caor in favour of a truly Indian app¬ 
roach to India's problems notwith 
kStandiog, most of India’s pobtiral 
^leaders are under the spell of sodai. 
political and erotumuc ideas and 
noOtnoes that they have reoeivod or 


adoMod readymade from foreign 
oradea Until are freed from tbla 
apoB. or, alternatively, until they are 
reotooed by leaders more attuned to 
apedllc Indian problems and develop¬ 
ments, we will merely continue to 
have the same mild mixture of capi¬ 
talism and sodalism which cannot in 
itiste a process of dynamic growth 

*The country", says Girilal Jain in 
an artide titled Faiiure of a Modal 
Dublidied in the Tones of India. New 
Delhi on January 1, 1975, “has been 
borrowing resources and even ideas 
and institutions from abroad for so 
long that it needs to find out whether 
these have served it well China’s 
attitude has been strikingly dMerent 
For the last 15 years its leaders have 
struggled against impossible odds to 
shun foreign models and find indigen¬ 
ous solutions to the country’s pro 
blems The Chinese have reshaped the 
country In the physical sense and 
have done it on a scale no other 
people has attempted in modern 
history They have reclaimed millions 
of acres from arid mountainous waste 
land, stopped soil erosion throui^ 
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massive programmes of aftnrestation 
and improved the quality of land all 
over the countiy by raising its level 
changing the* top soil and providing 
diainage and iingation taabties 
Ibey have as it wure, re-made then 
country and ensured that nothing like 
the tfaieat of widespiead famine wiU 
haunt then peopte in the foreseeable 
future. China does not figure today 
u western lists of disastei prone 
countries" 

But India's piotranime toi raising 
agrtculturai piodurtion, bnuted in 
scope as it is. instead of being based 
on locally available resources, is 
citticaUy dependent on inputs which 
need either to be imported or manu 
faitur^ on the basis ol imported 
tjchnulogy And what to speak oi 
maosive proframtnes of afforeslatiun, 
India has engaged in deforestation 
on a scale that threatens to produce 
a nutior disaster by the turn of the 
century- 


DenHg his genuine oaobMa 
the Plight of the “dumb nsBlkuik'' to' 
the countryside. Nehru accepted eai 
indnstry-based model of doyeloptnent 
recommended by foreti^ economitts. 
Unlike Chairman Mao Tse-tung he 
did not develop an independent app- 
mach to India s problems. The i»- 
^nation is not far to seek' Unlike 
Chairman Mao, Nehru was the prt^ 
duct of an urban environment and 
Western education. The model cf 
growth, which found favour with him. 
could at best create some islands tu 
modem tedinology which It did, bat 
not remove poverty or eliminate un¬ 
employment or prevent concentratloe 
ot property. 

The need for a new type of authen¬ 
tic Indian leadership, both in tlM 
sphere of politics and administrathm, 
which must, bv and large, rise from 
the villages, is therefore clearly in¬ 
dicated. "No student of Indian 
pohtics", as Ginlal Jain points out in 
another article published in the 
limes of Indw on March 13, 1974, 
"can fail to take note of ihe inability 
of the village-based countei elite to 
project or promote a rival approach, 
partly because it Itself shares the 
material aspiration*, of the urban 
people, partly because it has not been 
educated and (is not) sophistuMbid 
enough to make itsi'lf felt beyond the 
level of the district headquarters, or, 
at best, the ^tate capitals and partly 
because it has been put on the 
defensive bv left intellectuals and 
leaders who have damned its mem¬ 
bers on the ground of their feudal 
outlook and behavioui " 


Here is a challenge which, one can- 
only hope, young nK*n from the 
villages will avidly acevpt India 
longs to them more than anybody 
else Theirs is thi duty and theirs 
the privilege there foie to lead their 
Motherland on to Mahatma Gandhi’s, 
obiective where wealth will no longer 
accumulate in the towns and men no 
longer decay in ili* villages Speak¬ 
ing of the relationship between the 
town and the vin.ige Gandhiji wrote 
thus 

I want to resuscitate the yittage 
of India Today our villages have 
become a mere .ipiiendage to the 
aties They exist .is it were, to be 
exploited by the latter and depend 
on the latter’s siifTcrance This la 
unnatural It is only when the 
cities realize the duty of making au 
adequate return to th« villages for 
the strength and stistenanee whiidi 
they derive fiom them instead of 
selfishly exploiting them that a 
health V and iiior.il relationship 
between the two will spring up,* 

In order, howevei that this exploi 
tatlon ceases and the country as ■ 
whole prospers leaders risen from 
the village will have to register their 
presenre m New Delhi in other 
words capture pobtiral pnwei at tho 
highest level at k*ast the mator share 
thereof to which Ihiv .irr lustly en¬ 
titled Neither agiicititure nor hand!- 
crafts will prosper ind as a conse¬ 
quence, nor will *he villages bloom 
until the power structure in the 
conntnr changes 

?1 
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WULL""" 
PAKISTAN 
THRASH US? 

It's going to be close 
By P. N. SUNDARESAN 




OW that the Au^ilian 
tour of India hat finally 
tapered off. the one doiai- 
aant queotiOn in the 
minds cf cricket enthusi¬ 
asts is how ive will fare against the 
Pakistanis in the ensuing six*Teat 
leriest Just aaEnglandrAustralia series 
carry more prestige for boft coun¬ 
tries than oontrontotion with other 
nations, there is a similar brand of 
prestige attached to India-Pakistan 
series. 

India won the first Test serie.s 
against Pakistan at home in 1951 52. 
Pakistan was young in experience 
then, a shortcoming which was adroit¬ 
ly exploited Iv India’s captain the 
evergreen Lain Amanuth. With bis 
gift of the gab and shrewd cricket 
knowledge he could outwit bis rival 
Kardar, on and off the field. India 
letumed the visit in 1952-53. under 
the captaincy of Vinoo Mankad, who 
despite his accomplishments as an all- 
rounder. bad a defensive approach. 
All the live Tests were drawn. So 
wore the next five when Pakistan 
came again in 1860-61, under a new 
captain Fatal Mahmood. whose Indian 
counterp-trt was Nari Contractor 
Better to draw than take even the 
niiiumuin iisk to win. was the ndd 
ing (one behind the captains'in theM.- 
two leriea. 

At sudi India had a better record 
ctatistlcaily before they wont to Pakis¬ 
tan in 1978. to play three Teats. They 
were literaUy steept of) Iheir feet liy 
the superiority of Pakistan, and lost 
the series outright It was evident 
that the Pakistani cyicketers had 
grown greatly in stature since 1960, 
the nuin reason being the experience 
they had gained hy playing in the 
English count! V f bamptunship. where 
they bad the great opportunity of 
ifiingimg with stars Irum all over 
the world. Ibis experience had the 
singular eReit oi inietting into them 
,1 orofessinnal approadi 

That was one tug factor in favour 
<4 Pakistan ’The other more cruaal 
one was the fast hard pitches suita- 
hte to fast howlhig which were served 
toi the series. The Pakistan team 


had also good bowlers m Imran Khan, 
Sarfraz Nawaz, Sikander to name 
three — to exploit the conditions. In 
contrast, Kapil Dev, the Indian medi- 
iiin-fast bowler, was playing his maid¬ 
en senes, while the speed of Ghavri's 
deliveiies did not worry the opposing 
batsmen amistomed as they were to 
furious pace at home and abroad. 

But the cruaal factor that told 
againvt India was the failuie of its 
famous spin combination of Prasanna. 
Redi and Cbandra.sekhar. As the mat- 
dies progressed it was evident that 



the first two had lost the abSLty to 
brat the batsmen in the air through 
iibtle changes of flight, foi which 
they were famous, while the pitches 
denied them any response to their 
spin. Chandra, for one reason or the 
other, and probably because he was 
overworked, could not get the 
bounce off the pHcIl nor would he 
turn the ball sharply. With 
Chandra, who bad done so well 
against Australia earlier, out of 
tune, the spin attack went to pieces. 
I remember dLstinrtly that Bedi 
was able to evert orr-.surr «nlv nn 
two occasions during ttie series, only 
otter Chandra had broken through 
In the enti if suit Oic Pakistani bat>- 
nien with Zahecr Abbas reaching 
fti adrnanesque heights, dominated the 
-lines. Tor India, the consolation was 
the batting of Gavaskar. Vishwanatb, 
Chauban, Vengsarkar, the Amarnaths 
and Kapii Dev, though the last four 
were not as consistent as the first 
three 

IN the midst of public 
criticism that the reputed 
spin attack was withering 
away and needed to be 

-reptaoed, Prasanna was 

ast away once for all, vriiile Bed! 
and Chandra were in and out of the 
Indian team for the series against 
the West Indies last season. Only 
Venkat. who did not play against 
Pakistan, kept bis place for all the 
SIX Tests. It was easy to observe 
that the famous spinners, instead of 
exerting pressure on the batsmen, 
were themselves under pressure and 
were far from the aggressive howlers 
they were before They chose to be 
on the defensive and rest on their 
past reputation 

Unfortunately the Indian selectors 
failed to find suRaMe replacements 
for the exhausted lot during the 
home series, so mudi so they had 
taken in Chandra od Bedi aloag vritfa 
VenkM when India vent to England. 
The failure of the > lioners on this 
tour IS too recent to need recapitula¬ 
tion. More important, it gave notice 
to the selectors of the need to go in 
ioi fresh spinners witikout any further 






Javed Mku 


Zaheer Abbaa 


delay from the surfeR of talent 
available This they did for the series 
against Australia. Dilip Doshi for 
Brai was an immediate choice for the 
first Test while Shivlal Yadav and 
Rajinder Singh Hans were in the 
reserve lut. Doshi pioved an im¬ 
mediate success in hts late debut. But 
after this, he failed to be penetrative 
because of his inability to flight the 
ball like his predecessor Bedi: also 
it was too late Jn the day for him to 
cultivate this vital facet of slow 
bowling. As the series progressed 
he, like the other spinners became 
defensive, maintaining a strict line 
and length, which after all is a 
negative virtue. For the second Test 
Shivlal Yadav was played along with 
Venkat and he too moved an instant 
surn»s in hu derat But unlike 
Doshi he was penetrative in the third 
Test also which influenced tb« selec¬ 
tors to drop Venkat frenn the Indian 
team, bringing the end of an era of 
spin bowling as it were. 

There is. as a consequence, a 
change in the Indian spin attack, 
which in all likelihood will be strenji 
thened by another young spinner in 
plate of Doshi This transtormation 
should be better for Indian bowling 
Cricket, like any other game, is for 
the young, looking foiward to the 
oppottunity to break through into the 
top rungs their virility and spirit of 
adventure should be an advantage to 
the side, coming in the wake of the 
stav-put attitude of the veterans. 
Whiir these youngsters should have 
before them the example of Prasanna 
Bedi, Chandra, and Venkat. there is 
no need, on the part of the enthu¬ 
siast, to dangle the quartet before 
them and make invidious compari- 
toos The new brand of spin bowters 
should strengthen the hands of Kapil 
Dev, who is making great strides, 
from match to matcli. so to say. And 
to a lesser extent Gbavri is ready to 
plav second hddle to him. All in ail 
the Indian attack is much better 
placed to face Pakistan now than last 
season. 

The Indian batting has also been 
considerably strengthened. Chetan 
Chauhao and Gavaskar continue to 



Majid Khan 


form a fine opening pair, perhaps the 
most succcsstul in Indian Test 
cricket. Vengsaikai has come of age 
and IS rc'ady to put any bowling to 
the sword; Vishwanath has become 
more responsible, though less charm¬ 
ing He is the must consistent bats¬ 
man in the side, though he is yet to 
equal Gavd.skar'.s deeds, counted run- 
wise Yashpal .Sharma, who bad to 
wait quite a bit for his Test debut, 
has steadily played himself in; Kapil 
Dev can make many useful runs, 
especially on Indian wickets; while 



the return of Kirmani, vidth hi# 
piMuliar brand of plucky batting, hM 
the efteet of defusing many battiog 
crises, besides strengthening tag 
wicket-keeping. And there are othera 
like Mohindei Amarnath, who have 
come up to help the team time tad 
again. 

But the vRal factor in the forth¬ 
coming India-Pakistan series will be 
the behaviour of the pitches. They 
have hern no improvement over the 
slow, doLilc sleeping beauties ex¬ 
perienced m the last few years. This 
should art as a deterrent to the 
stioke players in the Pakistan team 
like Majid Khan, Zaheer Abbas, Aaif 
Iqbal, to name a few. They wiu find 
that the wristy excellence they db- 
played so remarkably in the laat 
sciies against India may not carry 
them iar and they will have to adjuat 
then technique to wait and graft 
lathc-/ than blase with poative 
stiokeplav In this respect the Indian 
batsmen have an advantage, being 
lainili<ii with the slow tracks, though 
they too may nut enjoy attacking 
.he bowling 

Dn the eve of the Test Berks 
against Austialia Sunil Gavaskar told 
'IV vi( wci.s that playing fast bowling 
was no niun.' a problem for Indian 
batsmen thanks to the experience 
which the frequency of Test cricket 
had gmm them. (In England it was 
th( movnuent qf the ball in the air 
that tioubkd them and not its speed.) 
Ihis IS heartening and is also borne 
out by facts. This apart, the pitches 
in India will be unhelpful to the 
Pakestan fast bowlers. Imran Khan 
1 . 11(1 company ate likely to get as 
hustrateil as many fast bowlers from 
abioad~the latest being Rodney 
Hogg -who have cqieratM on our 
pitches lliis disadvantage should be 
leaily beoeftcial to Indian batsmen 
The pitch thus may operate as a 
balancing farlcii PakLytan have better 
all-round strength and greater ex¬ 
perience But It IS doubtful whether 
they can overwhelm India as thvv 
did a year ago the matches are 
bound to be- close and the margin of 
victory tiarroyv ft is bound to be a 
keenly fought wrie.s 
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HE Ptklgtttofi «ns am 
tag' hu bMa tke rtfraia. 
eudlewly repeated, for 
many month* now. Few 

_took the preceding Aus- 

Irallah tour wriously 

An undercurrent of nneaae 

nereifted Nothing t» imooth where 

lodia'Pakifcten affair* are oonoemed, 
and deapite repeated confirmatwn ot 
tour b> two Cricket Board*, many 
hnowIrdKPahlc people adopted a aee- 
iBg-ia*belirvini[ attitude. A wary eye 
wac cocked at political devstopments 
(m both side* Would the Indian Gov 
emment permit what would surety 
ha a temuon Ailed tour in the middle 
of an election campaign? Converse 
tr. would tile Pakistan Government 
parmit its oidtelers to be exposed to 
the haurds of a tense Indian politi 
cal atmosphere'* 

There are many who believe that 
India made a big mistake last wintei 
fat agreeinp to a hastily arranged tour 
of Pakistan The tour was, of course 
disastious on many counts But a le 
sumption of indis-Pakistan tours, 
whenever it ocmrred. had to start 
with an Indian visit to that counby 
for the last tour in 196041 had been 


hosted by India In 1978 after a 
hard'fought series against Australia 
the Indian team was in reasonabis 
good shape and though Pakistan le 
called theii Parkir players specially 
for the series against India there* was 
no particulai cause foi aUim when 
Bedi took the learn acioss The 
border 

Events of course did not turn out 
a* expected, but it is essential fo 
keep a sense of perspective about the 
defeats suffered by India With the 
inclusion of the Padier players there 
was never any ihance of an Indian 
victory for the once great spinners 
were not eoual to the task or bowl 
Ing out Pakistan twtoe m a match on 
Fakistani pitches But equaliv cer 
tainty, by all logic India should not 
luve lost the two Tests they did 
Only failure ot nerve at the leadei 
ship level allowed Pakistan to race 
against the clock in inCTedible man 
ner for then two sictorie* And 
lUshaii Singh Bedi paid foi that 
failure with hi-> captaino immcdia 
tely after th» suie* 

That things will not be the same 
again on Indian pitches has been 
acknowledged by Pakistan from the 
comMositiwii Ilf thm touting party 
The side IS hiasilv lo.ided with spin 
bowlers siimi of them new faces 
and the txclusion of Sarfii/ Nawax 
is a tacit ulmissiun that Indian hats 
men an not hkelv to he mtimidiited 
by pace on home ground 

Apart iium Ssrtiar Pikistan bsvt 
been ihli txcUidi th hkes of 
Mushiao Mohammad >01101* ^hmed 
Haroon R1 hiil ind Nfi hsi 1 Kh m 
There could be no hsthr indicatioo 
of the wealth of tat nt tbi l*iki*tani 
•electoTs 111 ihh •<* di iw uikiu 
Whili all the itt< 11! 1 1 o 11 t« m iht 

* glim III h s* I s / ihi ! Mihts 

Asir Isbii M t) d Khan and 

Imran Kh in tin it im mas 

well h tv* to <♦( p* nd heavilv 
on som* ot * 1 % ni w spin bow 
i'is l*t Wet 1 Ini'iin h>'smi > >» cheik 


A feast of cricket 

A wonderful winter ahead 



Siluindn BaKhI, /wiian’i new ball partner 


especinllv smr* m Sulii/s abscnci 
Imran will not hav< his usual foil at 
the other end tmi in will now have 
to strike a new rombmnlion with 
Sikander B,ikhl who was hitherto 
the spare seam* r I isi bowlers par 
ticularlv like to hunt m puts 

PAKl from three special 
ist spin bowlers there 
are thiic alltouiidcrs in 
the Pikistaii team who 
bowl spin Obviously thi 
selectors gave a long thought to 
Indian conditions and did not take 
the easy though muleading load of 
putting all then tiust in the medium 
pacers alone The thiec specialist 

■pinners aie Abdul Riqe h and 

lotMl Qasini (both left arm) and 

Aodul Qadtr (light arm h>gbreak) 
The three alliounders w)io bowl 
spin are all household names ~ 
Wasim Ram Javed Miandad and 

Majid Khan Pakistan wilt b* look 

mg to these three for luns as well 
so that the three specialist spinners 
may well be fighting for just one 
berth in the te,im I v* n at that 
Pakistan muld be taking the field 
with more spinners thin even the 
Indian team botheis with thea, diws 
An interesting thought fo- those 
seem to think that one Kipil Dev is 
the answer to ail of India's bowling 
problems 

That biings us to the aunal ques 


tion are* In lian bowlers in any better 
shape now compared to last year to 
keep the Pakistani batsmen undei 
reasonable diedc? It would be a 
brave person who would answer in 
the affirmative unhesitatingly The 
famous spin quartet of the recent 
past has hMn completely dis¬ 
banded, and in its place we have a 
new tno whidi at the mo 
ment is just not in the same 
class Dtlip Doshi, Shivlal Yadav 
and Norasimha Rao have not yet 
been given the confidence of secure 
berths in the team which confidence 
alone will spur them to greater at 
tacking efforts A policy of contain 
ment will be disastrou* and futile 
against the likes of Zabeer, Asif and 
Mafid They will have to be prised 
out even at some cost in terms of 
the analysis of the bowlers con- 
ceetied 

But the Indian batting suffers from 
no such infeiionty complexes Even 
the most ardent fans of Zaheer and 
company cannot deny the speaal 
places in world cricket which Gavas 
kar and Vishwaoath occutw The 
rest of the batting though nowhere 
in the same class has proved itself 
in recent rears against th( best of 
bowling 

One fears that we arc In foi 
another grim battle of attrition in 
the coming senes with batsmen call 
ing the tune on both tides 



'Sometimes I like 
being chased 
by women' 

TAVLEEN SINGH interviewed 
IMRAN KHAN in Delhi 


Jmran Khan became a sex symbol 
tn the subcontment ovenught afier 
iht Indo-Pahstam senes last year 
Suddenly, u teas as tf every Indun 
and Pal^tan wnnan had unanimous 
ly decided that he epdotnaed their 
idea of a man been weUhnoum 
film actresses were known to remark 
that they just wanted to be able to 
meet hm and shake his hand Im 
ran’s enormcm success may, of 
course, be partly due to the fact 
that he is a fast howler and a bache 
lor but It ts probably mamlv to dio 
with the fact that he k betterdook 
my and sexier than the average enc 
Kelei He ahto seems to have oegutr 
ed a reputation for hemg very *t 
It rested m women a notion which 
IS propagated even by ha team 
mater 

Mhin I went to inlerview hm, for 
mstaiue, laved Mtandad, who was 
shanng ha hotel room, looked at me 
as if he did not believe far a mmute 
that a woman could mterview Jmran, 
atom m a hotel room and that the 
mten tew Could remam just an mter 
view He left the room with a rio 
qim and oMured me that I could 
take as long ai I wanted to "Fifteen 
mmuler » Please feel free to take 
fifteen hours, ask hkn about his 
family hs personal life, his views, 
eierything" The reputation is to 
some extent justified Every woman 
who met Imran tn Delhi seemed to 
think that he had paid them special 
ettentton and tery few met hm. 
uathoul immediately being reduced 
to fluttering eyelids and seductive 
glances wheth^ then were teeny 
bopperg or middle aged women. Here 
IS how Imran himself feele about be 
in^ a rex symbol 


Q How does It feel to be the eub 
continent’s newest sesc symbol T 
A Am 1 ^ 

Q Oft coma on, tttrely you don’t 
need to be told that you are, 

A Actually, I’m really sumiaed 
myult 1 can’t underktand why — 
maybe tt’a because I'm not married 
Q There are nmotire that you 
are married. 

A They’re not true I don’t 
plan tu get marned till my cricket 
career it over 1 don’t think you can 
be married and play cricket well at 
the tame ume, at ieaat 1 couldn’t 
ij Almost no other cncheter m 
the history of IndoPakMtent cricket 
has had the ksnd of eueeeu with 
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MBAUQ 


"Big boyt play at night’’, one of 
Packer's slogans 


women fans as you have Have you 
any mtea why r 

A ' think it mu t be because of 
televuion The whole thing staited 
idler the lodo-Pakistani s< rics last 
year 1 went to AuMialia immediate 
ly atterwards and wiun 1 leturniMl i 
kuddenly found tbai they weie tcUing 
poitert of me in <i>i(>ps people were 
inviting mt to Im chict guest at 
functions as if 1 wen a celebrity, 
girls were coming to the house to 
try and we me and there are now 


so many MiepluHMi daila ttutt 
answers the phone in tihe houie aw 
more (There were at bHUt fW0 ewS 
during thw intervewj, 

Q Do you remambtr that tPhaH* 
you were here tn Apnl last year Odh 
body recogimed you 7 
A Yes, M wat the same in Paktai 
tan All this has started since 
senes, as 1 said Packer waa IM 
hrst one to stwt piojecting aiefcatm 
and not just cricket...ho wauU aatt 
them, like you aell toothpaste. .iuhI 
aaturaily a lot of stars were createf. 
I'akistan Television, when wa 
<»ered the scries also—unconschNhr 
I) I think—managed to do the amif 
thing When you show dose-upa eg 
mmeone domg something they lOt 
good at, I suppose it has an affect 4i 
vieweis 

Q Do you reaUy thmk t'« 
cause of your encketmg obttttie* that 
all these women are namng e^beff 
you 7 

A (Grms) It must be cndtM; 
they never used to before 
Q Were you once judgai tkf 
sexiest World Series Crsckever ht m 
poll m Australia 7 

A Yes, and believe me nobody 
was more sui prised than me It WM 
m a poll in Adelaide 
Q Imran, aren’t you prstandbig 
to be more modest than you TUeilM 
are ^ You always walk around as V 
you had lake a look at me Fm ImrtOt 
Khan’ wruien all over you 
A (geaumdy surprised) No.tlMt*s 
not tiue 1 may create that Impreis 
siun bet ause I’m self ronsdous Id 
public I ve always liked idwervlng 
pfople 1 hnd it very strange to hd 
ubstr\(d Some people like it, but 
I dun t know how to react, tonyba 
b< cause I’m an introvert 
0 Don’t you like boiiip duMiad 
by women ’ 

A Sometimes 

P In which country hova ym 
had Iht most overtly sexual approaeh > 
from women fans^ 

A Austrdba and the West ladki 
In the West Indies they nag up add 
sdv things like ‘I like your body add 
I want to have vuui baby' In Ana* 
tialia they would carry around* tuNS* 
mrs saying ‘You spunkv’ which ia 
their wa> of saying sexy, and odoe 
two girls came alt the way acraaa 
Australia and checked into the tatna 
hotel as me Just so they could he 
wrth me In Pakistan I mainly gat 
a lot of letters and telephone cull 
and a lot of poetry which goes com* 
plotely over my head 
Q You seem to have only women 
fans 

A No there are lots of men 
also people don’t seem to realist 
this When we weir in Agra today, 
tur Instance, we were mobbed of 
about five tnouaand men tbev Juat 
wouldn’t let us go ’ 

Q Do you have any other mtor 
i*srs bestdea cneke*’ 

A I like ^looting when T have • 
the time I uwd to read a lot ht ' 
fore but now I don’t at all 
0 Why» 

A Because I spend all mv time 
concentrating on trying to throw 
that ball as well as 1 can 
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Night cricket 
for the Pakistanis 


The sophisticated girls were after more than 
autographs!, judging from their conversations 


By TAVLEEN SINGH 


CJ 


EW Delhi —» dty gene¬ 
rally known for iU wseb- 
cion with politica—went 
cricket, rather cridceter- 
crazy between Novem- 
9. Preferably Pakistani, 
Zaheer 


sr Abbas, 


bar 5 and 

and more preferably Zai 
Imran Khan or Aalf Iqbal. Zaheer 
and Asif have among their following 
a large number of geniihic cricket- 
loviers but to Imran goes the prize 
for attracting more women to the 
game than ever before in the history 
m IndO'Pakistani cricket. 

The morning after the Pakistani 
cricket team arrived, the lobby of 
the hotel they were staying in look¬ 
ed as if every college girl within 50 
miles of the capttaf bed decided to 


ihrls and 
creep 


gir 

al^ 


rendezvous there. Girls, 
more girls seemed to literal, 
out of the Taj Mahal hotera carpeted 
floor and its white marble culing. 
The more sophisticated sat, coiffured 
and glamorously clad, in postures of 
apparent disinterest Only their ner¬ 
vous whispers about Imran. Zaheer 
or Asif betrayed the purpose of tbeir 
while their more enthusiastic 
less worldlywise sisters leapt 
th excitement and chased after 
whichever crideeter hove Into eight, 
with autofvaphbooks in their hands 
and their hearts in their eyes. 

The sophisticated ones would have 
ioved to do the same hut tbev were 
after more than autographs, judging 
iVom their conversation..."Do you 
know there's a rumour that Imran is 
secrettv married to an American 

S ri?" "Rubbish!" “Well, anyway. 

ey sav he’s engaged to a Pakistani 
beauty queen". If he passed by, con¬ 


versations would stop and eyelids 
would be desperately fluttered in his 
direction. * 

According to hotel staff, Imran and 
Zaheer are the biggest attractions, 
followed closely by Asif: but the 
rest of the team is not iagfing too 
far behind. In fact, considering how 
little interest oar own cricketers at¬ 
tract when in Delhi, the appeal of 
the Pakistani team is quite astoni¬ 
shing. Oddly enough, the adulation 
comes from the “elite” who general¬ 
ly mtend nun-rccognition even if 
Amitabh Bachchan walks in. The 
only rational explanation could be 
that this Is the first Pakistani team 
here in 18 years and the excitement 
has brimmed over. 

I happen to have been among the 
fortunate few (I realize now!) who 
had the pleasure of meeting both 
Imran and Asif last year when they 
were here to plgy for Abbas Ali 
Baig’s benefit match and the reac¬ 
tion then was quite, quite differ¬ 
ent Nobody seemed to even recog¬ 
nize them except for the occasional 
oideet fan. I remember going shop¬ 
ping with Imran in Janpam and only 
one small group recognized him to 
hia surprise and pleasure. "They 
hardly ever recognize us in Pakis¬ 
tan", he said. Well, he has obviou.'x 
Iv come a long way since, thanks 
largely to Pakistan Television's very 
effective coverage of the Test series 
last year. Many women admitted 
that they only watched cricket if 
Imran was on and there were a few 
broken hearts when there was a 
Shot of him sitting unduly close to 
a blonde. 


Maiid Khan coverr hit fata ot a pet'foqethcr 
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Jhdfftiig from the numhmr Of -igte 
Bights the crideeters were able to 
take in after strenuous znofnings at 
the nets, thi team is in good shape. 
Their first night here there was a 
codctail party for them after which 
everyone was to meet at the dis¬ 
cotheque at the Oberoi. We arrived 
at the Tabehi around midnight— 
Zaheer Abbas, Imran and I. The 
rest of the team was already there, 
accompanied by a large collection of 
attractive young women some of 
whom glowered hatefully at roe— 
walking in with two stars at a time 
was dearly not crideet. 

Zaheer was whisked off for a 
dance, white Imran and I sat down 
at a table opposite Asif and another 
girl Five minutes later a very at¬ 
tractive girl, dad in a slinky, black 
Jumpsuit literally descended on 
Imran after giving me a long, frosty 
stare. She settled herself angrily on 
his right, had a whispered conversa¬ 
tion with him and then got up in 
a huff to dance with someone else, 
treating me to another frosty stare. 
A few of the other women also began 
to move doser until I started feeling 
uncomfortably like a groupie or a 
wife in a large harem. Imran seem¬ 
ed to enjoy it, the women clearly 
did not. One said with an angry 
pout, "Imran’s a real pain in the ass 
...he’s such a flirt”. 

At which point we were joined by 
a slightly drunk Indian gentleman 
who introduced himself as Charlie 
and proceeded to lawn all over Asif, 
almost as if he could not believe 
that he was actually face to face 
with him. He gushed and cooed for 
a few minutes and then said, to my 
immense embarrassment, "Hum 
aapko kehney ko maangta hai key 
hamari Hindustani aorat aur larkt 
aap ki team pey bilkui crazy ho gaya 
hai. Specially Imran Khan pey". 
(The bad Bombay Hindi is his, not 
mine). 

Much as I disliked friend Charlie 
I have to admit that what be said i'^ 
not too far from the truth. Wherever 
the Pakistani team went while they 
were here, their path was littered 
with swooning, fluttering women of 
the kind that are not normally count¬ 
ed among ardent cricket followers. 
This has caused a certain amount 
of bitterness among real cricket fans. 
To quote one: "What the hell is wrong 
with all these stupid women, haven't 
they seen cricketers before?" 


r^l 
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HEN the Australian team 
was here not so long ago 
there was a small party 
for them at the Maurya 
Birtel where a handful of 
people were Invited and there were 
no swooning Fans—mate or female— 
any^ere on the premises. 

The party hosted for the Pakistani 
team at the Tai was like a wedding 
reception with fiower-covered gates 
around the swimming pool and a 
band playing in one comer. The 
world and his wife was there ..polfti- 
dans. artists, industrialists diplomats. 
Journalists, socialites and just about 
anyone else. To name only a few 
f^lebrlt'es ^resent-—Piloo Mody. M. F 





S.Kuiiiars bring you 
the best of both worlds. 


h*s a rare combtnatior>. Quality 
i^s economy. Yes. S. Kunjars 
have been bringing it to you for 
years. Ensuring excetimt fabrics 
White keeping costs low. CXir 
dWtors too, believe in our code 
of ethiot. So the next time you 
shop, look for the S. Kumars* 
ayfhbol and our lYice Code, 
got die best of both worldsi 
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Haoin, ^ikIi Ctijriil iinA thr Ptiki« 
tani amkaoudnr And for a lowtv 
duinffa cvrryoiH' wint'd to tx tditc 
Inn mrkrt not po)itir« Scrawny, un 
■thletfc mm and plump g1amnmti<- 
wunion who did not look aa if th<‘V 
had over born near d crideet fiold 
hold forth about hnwiint; and wirkof, 
and of roiifw <r'rkofot‘ 

Tho crickotors thomwlve^ siiont tho 
•venfna boma ihB<)od around bv flocki 
it litllo airN with autoaranh books 
and florks of older women with starry 
aw* Towards the end of the ovenmo 
Imran said "Before 1 loft Pak«stan 

L wa* warned—for the first Mine ever 
ifoie a tottr>-to have lots of early 
atfibts and not overstrain myseu 
rm bealnmna to understand why' 
Aair* commant on the ronstant 
atnam of fan* that poured into the 
Taj Mahal hotel was that he had 
sever aeen such hystena for endset 
before and that it wa& something 


nnkiue "Mind you ive like it, wi* 
don't want anyone to think that we 
don't like all this appreciation' He 
added that men had come up to him 
and aid that then daughteis and 

g ves were in love with Imian oi 
h«er It was mainly thr stais that 
eame in for this kind of wild adoia 
tfon and, in Asif • opinion thi stars 
had been created by television This 
wu all amething that had started 
after the Indu Pakistan senes last 
year 

I mentioned that the Indian team 
had never attiacted the kind of ateen 
tlon that the Pakistanis had and ask 
«d whetbei it was because their team 
we* bettei looking lie laughed and 
•aid that his team was probably more 
popular because it had won the last 
aeries "Pveryom likes a winning 
team" 

Both he and /aheei agieed that 
the sudden influx of women into the 
ranks of nicketloseis was a good 
thing and that it added colour to an 
Otherwise dull ganv 

While we talked in a fifth floor suite 
the night before tiu team was due 
to leave for Jaipur there were calls 
every two mtnutes fiom Manjus and 
Anjus and Miss ?ls and Miss 7s all of 
whom luit wanted to tilk to Iniian 
or Zaheer /aheer said that he found 
the girls in India a httk moii Tor 
ward" than in Pakistao wbwas 
there they stuck to lek'phoning here 
they came right up and talked to 
you The other membcTs of the team 
also seemed to think that Indian 
women wen* more 'wi*st« inired ’ 
Anyway as Asif pointcHl out none 
of the team minded the attention 
they svere getting in fart they were 
losiiig it lilt the earts hours of the 
morning that they left fot Jaipur 
fans rnuld still be seen lurking ai cmnd 
the lobbv of the hotel waiting to 
grab whoever they could get In many 
cams whole families with smalt 
children in tow walled and waited 

t nud waited till they Anally managed 
to speak or iust gel a signature 
from one of the star’ Indo Pakistani 
pentical problems could perhaps be 
best solved bv leaving it to Pakistani 
crlcketerv and Hindi Almstais They 
, could herdtv make moie of a mets 
than the politicians ■ 

*« 


'I think you have 
one of the 
finest teams' 

Pakistani skipper ASIF IQBAL 
told NIRMAL MITRA in New Delhi 



4nf Iqhal at inacltw 

Hoorn 410 at the laj Makai Until 
Deih* la a well tllummateit cuNn v»ih 
a carpi lid floeir, o lew double bed a 
(cleplionc and a rtcrco wf On a 
tabic In-sidc the bed it a papi-rback 
mne of lh< Holy Koran and siotliT 
ed on the choirs m front of a loaded 
dreastng tabic are ciofhes of tarious 
colours lwi> jMirs of shoes and a 
pom of v/ippers lie on the floor dose 
to the dreasmp toWc Ins romfor 
table sofa\ me placed m adjaient 
sides of a eenire table with a bowl 
full of fruit The occupant AKfb 
IQBAI rporttnq a Ki-nt coufUy vest, 
whtle trousers asul lehile shoes e an 
affable pc’tspn tchn aiicavr has time 
to talk to anvont ith > means buttnw 
Asif IS a truki ler of world fame and 
eaptam of ihi I’ahotan team prearnt 
tv tourma India 



Q Would you ptciose introduce 
your team, soy a word about 
each of your payers* 

A I would rather not do that 
because I am sure you can get the 
biodata from Munewhere Only une 
ui two are new l.hicshamuddm is a 
medium fast bowler you haven't seen 
before, Maqueeb is a left arm upinnei 
you haven't seen bciore and this 
buy lalat Mirra you haven't seen 
no vou probably have seen bmi—be 
was in the Pakistan undei 19 train 
Hr had a very good series The rest 
of the boys have been playing in 
tests for quite some time 
Q Why are cru-ketaia dandarOs 
m Pakistan so hsyh* 

A One of the rc'asoivs I think ts 
that most of the players play cnckct 
all the year touM That obviou-sty 


IMS helped Pakistani cridnt. When 
they finish the county season, they 
have been playing straightaway m 
the domestic season In the pam few 
years the majority of the team has 
played in World Scries Cricket, 
which IS <hc highest form of pro> 
fesMonsl cricket that I have played 
Those (reasons) combined together 
have helped Pakistan build a very 
strong team 

Q And takmg ployerg from the 
under 19 team mto the Test side is 
certamly an mdscattan of hour early 
cricket starts m Paktstan 
A Yes it IS 1 think that obvious 
ly shows that an under 19 boy who 
has been selected is certainly good 
enough to get into the Pakistan team 
Q Js a lot of encouragement 
given to youngsters fn Pakistan* 

A Yes, I would say that enoour 
agement is given but at the some 
tune you have to prove your worth 
Q Your cnckei is lery aggressive 
Why^ 

A I think it s because of the 
altitude of mind And I feel—1 don’t 
know how aggressive ms cricket is 
—1 sutc feed if you re playing cricket 
and it you rc playing any kind of 
sport It s worthwhile trying to get a 
result out ol It 

Q Whom do you ronsider (he 
uroild's yreafe>st ptoyers * 

A Ihe greatest captain I have 
played against, I wokht say is Ian 
Chappell undoubtedly 
<? Any reason why* 

A Us IS aggressive tbe boys 
follow him and he sets examples 
before asking- he doesn’t even ask 
lie gets the best (out uf bis team) 
without even asking which I think 
IS the greatest quality ot a captain 
As lor bitsincn there are quite a 
fs'w 1 would say bunil Cavaskar 
Barry llicherds Majid Kha». Vivian 
Richaidv they are all in the tup 
bracket As for the spin beiwler^— 
Deiek Underwood Bish Prasanna I 
think are at the tem Among pace 
bowlers Roberts anei lalkc are the 
be xt that 1 h ive seen 

Q The close-m fielder* 

A UiffiruM I think there arc 
ejuiti a lew 1 have be'cn plasm > 
county enrkrt and I have bt<‘n see 
eng eiuite a few playc rs in Iding ve ry 
well 1 think c lose in tu Ming is 
dangreeius but Sarfrai N iwa/ was 
very good and so is Javed Miandad 

Q Haw doer U feel to be bach 
m India for a Test verier after 18 
years enpeciaUy wUh you hatinq 
eery strong twa wwh this country* 

A All I can say is that I m vei v 
happv to be able to come here anel 
plav meket 

0 Von do feei at home* 

A (laughs) Well my home is m 
Pakistan I’m here representing 
Pakistan and it has given me tremend 
uus satisfaction to be m this position 
Q You have not brought Sarfrar 
but instead have brought a lot of 
spinners Do you thtnh this « gomg 
to affect the result because most 
teams who have wrm against India in 
India have won an pare not spm* 

A I have mention^ that earleT I 
think I would be in a happier post 


Itbfnki^ackercricktt 
has given a trtm«n> 
dou$ boost to crioko* 
ters all ovar the world 


tion to answer this partirulai ques 
tinn after the scries 
Q You mean yeia ore keepmq 
mmr fmgers crossed* 

A I w m’r sav (I U) keK»p iiiy 
fingers rreivsed. 111 be doing sonu 
thing with them to get some results 
0 What do you think of Indm's 
tiiiketmg \l< ndard ' 

A I think you base one of tb< 
ein* St teams Any side which can 
'I 01 f moil than tOO runs m the 
foii’th innings md ilmost clinch a 
• uiiaikable viitoiv against rngland 
has to be a e<rv good side 
0 But ue ar< unirredn table 
A I don t think sc l think your 
batting has iHcn quite eeinsistcnt It 
bis 

0 Why do you ihmk we lost to 
ym m llir la'.t sirti s In Pakistan* 

A I think you lost tin sc ties to 
a bette r ti im it ih it 'dage But 1 
think you h<\e impiose'd tremend 
oiis|v sinii then “so |l s going to be 
a seiy elose eontrst 


As a captain, as a 
cricketer, i would like 
to be on the winning 
side 


0 hnproted m whut uay* 

A In eveiy w ey Pit result 
them elvfs show Ihe numbe i of 
le ts you have played end the num 
bi I eit vuteums veiu hive 

0 Our fuddmg r> not very go tit 
‘ionu limes 

A I don t think so 
Q What do you Ihmk of our per 
tftrmance agamst Australia, coming 
lust helme tie Indopak senes' 

A it serms you are going to win 
two nil so I think it • i vciy healthy 
situation (the mtervicw was ton 
eltceted just beforr the close of the 
last Test uersus Australia 
Q Wham do you Ihtnk art /ndia’s 
be*l cruketers now* 

A Wei) I think undoubtedly 
your new find is Kapil Dev and you’ve 
got these two new bowlers Doshi 
and Yadav who seem to be doing 
pretty well 

Q What do you thmk ts Kapil 
Dety’s pliu pomt* 


The greatest captain 
t have ever played 
agamst I would say 
^ tab Chappell 


A Well, very eathutlMtic. ant • s 
great trier In bnttiiUt yau*ve |B>t 
Vishy. Vengcorkar and Suau as ymt 
world-class baU Chaubaa cblpa ta 
now and tben. 

Q Do you thmk «• ahaiild htwik 
more Indo-Pak tournaments ta 
prove the quality of enehet ht thd 
nibcontmentf 

A Yes, but If you have too nndi 
of anytMag, that auKi it not good. Bat 
! think if we could have regiilar vi^ 
of each country to tbe otber, tm 
obviously u going to promote a lol 
it goodwill and good cricket 

Q Packer has not destroyed Test 
rrirket, after all, has he T 

A I think that was never tba 
intention It was not wfaat tha 
traditionalists were looking for. but 1 
think that Parker cricket has given a 
trcMiiendous boost to cricketen tw 
over the work! and to rridcet in 
gc ncral And I would be a hypocrite 
It 1 dont admit that not only I but 
ill irirketers should be extremdy 
giateful (to him) for placing ua in 
siirh u good finannal position as we 
an in now 

Q Bill t'oeryone doesn’t have a 
(haute to see the ben crrrket hi IB* 
world with Patker controlling M. 

A P,i(ker is not cuntrolhag it 
IIh best cmketc'is were with Packer, 
but only for a shoK period What * 
ihoiii th» rest of the year’ We have 
1' months 111 a calendar year, and 
I’ackci was asking us to play for 
■bout SIX weeks 

Q And if m those nr weeks you 
had lesi you tould not play m thm. 

A But what ibout the rest of 
th( >■ 11 ' You could have lests 
thi II 

Q tVould you hmard a guess on 
Ihe ouliorru of this IndoPak serieef 

A (laughs) As a captain as a 
(iiikrtcr I would like to be on the 
wiimini, sick But I would bate to 
III IS gui ss4‘s and the n if the out- 
loiiK IS diffcicnt It would not be 
light Hut I lc*<l pretty confident that 
vin have got a very strong team, a 
viiv sttuiig sidi as the result Nsetf 
will ImiKlully fiod willing show 

Q /></ you thmk onoday cricket 
IS a boon, to cricket m general? 

A Yes undoubtedly 1 tlrink 
bat om day (Ticket is the ftnandd 
bickbom of cricket all over the world. 

One day rrirkc t is inWant mrket and 
all ov( r the world Ihete is a feeUng 
that tber* is po point in playing 
without results So if you ran pro- 
lure results in a day then more 
p< opk* will roiiie to watch and it will 
he attractive a.s wc 11 So I would say 
(hat om day cTuket ts helpful and 
healths for cricket all over the world. 

0 WtU M mnprove the Quality Of 
rrukcl too* 

A I would say eapectaliy field¬ 
ing and bowling Not batting ao 
much 1 

Q Do you play cricket far enter 
tamment only’ 

A No f earn my liveliJiood from 
fiirket but airket is my life as well 
And obviously if one enjoys what one 
is doing tbe better he wmitd ^ it. 

So I enjoy playing cm ket and the day 
f stop enjiiying it it vnlt be no goan. 
Just earning a livelihood out of it 








'Pakistanis have 
the edge' 

HARESH MUNWANI assessed the reactions of 
some prominent Indian cricketers 


DILIP SARDESAI 

1 PE RSONAI LY think It would b< 
vi°iy diffiiiilt for us to bowl out 
th<> Pakistan side twut within hvi 
davs It will hi lust is difficult toi 
them as their bowling stungth is 
quill restiiclid Ibtiifoiv tin team 
wltiili gt ts till hriaktiiiuugh hrst 
Will hast an advaiitagi Siiicx both 
te ims h iv( pus him ling iisounis 
guiti a ii w initchis will bi diawn 
L ihei I ind Miandad will be the 
mainstav of thru batting as thc> arc 
both eapibk of big sinus Bi sides 
imrin Ihiir bowling basts a lot to 
bi di sii i 

At Itiiigaloii wliiM till wirkil 
tabe hull spin I would plav thiee 
int diuiii pact i s and two spii.nt i s Mv 
choiii loi Ilv Hind plan would b< 
t itlii 1 Mohind t or Saiidei p Patil 
1 ixpiit Madias where we’ll play in 
JaniDiv to bi t fast wicket but spin 
will bi our I rump raid throughout 
the senes 

1 would go to the exteni of saying 
that the odds will bt 60 to 40 in 
Pakistan s favoui 


BAPU NADKARNI 


seon’t be vtry easy to defeaf us 
on our own wickets I think they 
will sorely miss Saifiaa Nawa? and 
Mushtaq I haven t seen Qadir so I 
ran I sav anything about him But 
it will be a tough task for us to git 
them out twict Ihey will enjoy the 
advantage because they have many 
(eauiue all rounders, but I am suie 
it will an absorbing senes 

Our fielding is a little slack If a 
fpinner’s berth 1$ vacant we could 
try out Rakesh ShukU who ran also 
bat He has played league cricket 
for two years Mohindir Sandeep 
and Binny are ai«> pressing then 
chums 

At Bangaloie against Pakistan I 
would prefer to play Mohindei as 
the thi^ seamer simply berauv* 
Mohlnder is a known quantity I 
am not in favour of immediately ex 
posing a raw iricketer against sucli 
a strong team Against the Pakistar 
run machine our bowlers will have 
to bowl a good line if we are to do 
well Both sides are good and will 
tend to play safe the moment any 
one gets an opportunity The new 
players in the Pakistan team will 
plav the turning ball Also a lot will 
depend on the success Imran’s new 
ball partner will enjoy I would say 
Its fifty fifty chances 


HANUMANT SINGH 

1 I1UPI our witkils will give uio 
bowk IS innr issistaiici in tin 
set us dgiiiist Pikisitn thin tluy did 
against Ausliibi lli« guiiu will 
bt tough and I Iioih oui huwh i s 
do>i t wilt iindi I till pitssuii 
Narasimhii R i« i in 'Kknovvli dfi d 
alliouiidtr Oiui hi sitti >. down 
hi II strvt India (nditably i thi 
thud spinni I It vmi diop him thi 
new man should hi ui all rmindi i 
prt fi r ibly a spinni i In i ium 1 think 
on our wiikets it will b< binefiiiil to 
plav Ihiee spimi is Aeain if fhi 
new min cant bit out t of will bi 
conn too long A i bow It r I think 
Ghivn fidS impiriMd iiid is in 
id< il foil to Kipil (•litsii Ins 
d< VI lop (I till ouljiiiiii bill which 
moves both in ihi in iiid ofl thi 
wuket 

As fill till Pikistini till ibsi nci 
of Sartra/ is hound ii wi iki n tin li 
attack A thounigh pinfi ssion il this 
fast bowki his I til nil iiihiu ibihiv 
to cut and swing thi bill liiuan 
bv himst If d hi ki I p how Inn 
overs per mtith miv will go t ih 
Mushtaq would hav< bun viiv u iful 
on Indian wukits with his spin bi 
sides being a good bit I don t know 
how «effi ctiv e W I'.im Rijt will b< 
Tlie Pikistaiii hatting has dt pth and 
quality 7ahi er will bi tin mainstav 
of their team Their batsmen an 
an elass performinres Ms|nl is i 
quality batsman while Asif is exilt 
fng While Jived Miandad has no 
flourish with his short back lift lir 
should be notching up big scores A 
very attiactivi side miked 

We’ll hive the advantage of play 
Ing on home grounds in fiont of our 
crowds because of which I would siv 
forty five to fifty five gainst us 


AJIT WADEKAR 

1 THINK Pakistau has a slight edge 
over us They ate a profe ssional 
lot In the middle they play the 
Came Knuusly giving no quarter 
asking for none Rut their bowling 
resources are* lathei slendei I think 
thev'ii miss Mushtaq If Jim Higgs 
of Attstriha was so viiece&sful and 
troubled most of our batsmen I are 
no reason why Mushtaq wouldn I 
have bfH‘n as i-ucctssful if not mriie 
Saifrar is anoihei bowler who tan 
perforn rtaliv well when the chins 
are down He will dehnilcly be mis 
sed Their batting is very strong 
and we will find it very difhetilt to 


get them out twice during the course 
of the match especially with ottr 
piesent attack It wem I be easy 
Sunil IS not using the spinnarS 
much because he feels Kapil and 
Gha\ n are ewpe ne need and henoJ 
can bi b<inke*d upon These spin-' 
ners aie raw It would be wrong lo 
'*xpuse them too much and they will 
have to learn to bowl tight 
Oui batting has matured I'vcry* 
body has bCHn getting luiis Our 
close latching is OK but not as 
sfuip as It used to be On our slow 
iM lets f think It would be i good 
'loluy if we tiy uid eontain the 
P )ki tain stiukemikers Bv doing SO 
we will he lestiictiiig then totals 
But undi I eiiir coiidiluin T wouM 
piefei to pi IV three spinneis 


RAMAKANT DESAI 


OARI KA^ Niwaas absence defi 
inte ly takes the elgo away 
tioiii thi Pakistan bowling 
Ihi only penctiativi bowliT 
they htvi u Imran Khiii but 
thev have a sciv powriiul batting 
side Ihev base plaveis iipio num- 
he I ') who IIL e apabl of gi Uing 
runs Jill fielding stungth of lilt* 
two t< iins I more ot le ss on pai I 
till th II piaviis nie fittii inoie 
fusil wliili conipai itively eiiii boys 
hivi iliiady plived 10 Jests and 
must be lind 

All fiiilia Pikisi in s III > IS always 
I pustigi i> ui No life wouM 
tiki to I ise and In lue most gofiies 
eiiiitd bi ell iwii 11 « fitly fiHv to 
both sidi s 


N AREN TAMHANE 

P KISIAN have a good Kam Ihey 
have >liong hattiiii hut I still 
cant imdi istaiid the omission ot Sar> 
fia/ Imran will not In veiv ufcessiiil 
on our wickits whieh give very little 
help to lit biiwiers Saifrar is a 
very iiitelligent tniwler and could 
have tioiihlid our batsmen It will 
be I lie at to watih /ah*er Abbas 
aitii M Hid Khan I am in partiexiiar 
luokmi foiwaid to sen-ing Wasim 
Bail who hai broken so many 
lecord in the department oi wicket 
keipinK III action 

On our wickets we’ll be* no push 
over Dili baiting is shaping well 
Veiigsaikar Chauhan and Yashpal 
have been getting run rei lUrly 
A> lor spin Shivlal Yad iv I s done 
well for himself Narasunha Rao ts 
not getting enough scope A leg spin 
bowliHT ol his type needs tong spells 
to settle into Ins groove fJcishi has 
made his debut rathei late I wuukt 
have preferred Rajindet Hans, simply 
because he will serve the stde for a 
longer period of time Our ri v rves 
potential is quite iich There Is 
Arun Lai S irider p Patil and ICulfiqar 
Parkar 

If we persist in containing their 
batsmen it would be utiadvissble, 
btf^ause this would mean half the 
battle IS lost we <hnuld attack By 
moderate estimates it in fifty fifty 
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'Sorry, but India 
cannot win' 

Australian skipper KIM HUGHES told 


HARESH MUNWANI 


- WLNTY-riVL yeai-old 

Kimbortuv John HuKhe.s 
has k-<l tus (ountrv 
agatniit both Pakistan 

_land India in lest cmket 

when I aski.d him to assess thi 
relatnc sliength and weakness oi 
the two sides—India and Pakistan— 
he tame straight to th< wnket, took 
guard, surveyed the held and began 
his knoik 

‘ i dou l think India has the re 
souices to beat Pakistan 1 am soiiy 
It it hurts 

A Pakistan side without Sartiaz 
Nawaz will dehiiitily nut find it very 
(jsy barliaa is a stiy ixptiicna'd 
ciiikettr in tlu international arena, 
and hi used to lonibiiie biautifully 
wiili Inn an Khan Vii\ often they 
woulil mount piesmii liom both 
inds lh( Pakistanis ai< a seasoned 
lot and would lank 'leuiid oi third 
in tht wu>Id bicausi oi then 
siiingtli liny play the ganio tbi 
liaid wav, n<v(i giving up and will 
tight no nialtii what the odds art 
Inn an Khan holds the kty to the 
SCI Its A lot vs ill depend on how ht 
pill01 ms I have gicat faith in him 
He IS a VIIy dangerous bowlei He's 
young and strong A fit athlete I 
would plate him among the top hve 
pate bowleis in the intc lationul 
aiina He has a very ditteient 
bowling action from most pat emeu 
hi dots not posss'ss the ihylhin of 
lets say Michael Holding, Andy 
Hcibeits or Lillee In this respect 
I til tan IS inoie likt Jeff Thomson At 
'he point of dt lively Imiaus hand 
goes wide but he's still able to con 
tiui and swing hts deliveiies. I think 
^sii should nurse him very tareiully 
by playing him only in the Tests as 
far as possible Bowhng 30 overs in 
a lest should be no problem to 
Imrau The heat and the wickets 
you have bcie are pretty similar to 
th< ones in Pakistan so Imran is 
quite used to this In addition as fai 
as 1 am conceined he is a full 
fledged batsman A quick runner 
bt tween the wukets, Imran tould hit 
the bowlers off their length ha 
lould really clout the spinners 

Zaheer is a woild (iass batsman, 
bis record speaks of it He came out 
with flying coloms in World Seriet 
Cricket Mayid, Miandad, Sadiq, 
Mudassar, Wasim Ban and Wasiin 
Raja what a batting lineup In 
Asif Iqbal, Pakistan has a fine 
loader, a man who likes to lead from 
the fiont Asit is today the best 
batsman in the world for tbe num 
ber six slot A fantastic runner 
between the wickets, Asif can really 
improvise bis strokes and tliua is 



uiioithudux and unbcduvably eftt t 
tiu It > f rough to idtlk any 
bown.1 When 1 said eailin that the 
Paki<rtanis aiv tough loinpetilois, no 
oiu (piioinisi s this span b' ttci Itaii 
Asil 

"As toi India all they stem to hast 
IS Kapil Dev Now without doubt 
Kapil has great potential and has 
enjoyed mon than reasonable sue 
less What 1 fcai is that one day 
Kapil is Koing to feel the stiain ul 
playing too much ciiiket, what then' 
Another tart Kapil should be resign 
ed to IS that he is not going to have 
the same suer ess against Pakistan 
as be had against us Zaheer, Maud 
and the others art fully capable of 
gomg on th< front foot to bit the 
halKvolli ys to the boiiildar' They 
aie equipp<‘d t)*cbnicdlly to dicate 
tcims to a lyowler 
"Vishwanat'i likes to play his shots 
unlike tidvaskdr who plays strokes 
which have the least risks Both ate 
excellent batsmen But tbe only 
iiasuii (idvavkar bas rnorr records to 
his Cl edit IS because he bcdievcs in 
piTCvntage ciicket Unlike most 
Indians Gava'kai mostly does not 
bke to cut and hook That’s why 1 
rate Sunii as the best opening bats 
man in the world As a captain of 
the team Sunil has the respect ot 
hts team mates because of his tre 
mendoiL perfot mances. 

*^Chetan Cbauhan ts getting better 
and better His letlinique is not all 
that safe hut his contributioa to the 
side IS immense At least Cbetan 
tulhls the requirement of an opener 
by staying in the cmddle till the ball 


has lost its shine. Aa lonff $$ 
Chetan is at the wicket the bowlw 
knows he's not going to be hit off 
his length, noi xs he going to get 
(hetan’s wii ket. The neldsitiM 
when he leali/es that he might have 
to spend a long day in the held «a 
long <is ('hetan is there ls definltfttsr 
tiustraled 

Vingsaikai xs one of those bate- 
men who staits midding the ball 
light trom the beginning He haa 
inatuied immensely. Yasbpal doea 
Oil' have good technique, Lake Chao* 
'i 111 he doc s not always get behind 
ihi ball What Yashpal must lealiae 
)•> that in top class cricket against 
genuine faj.t bowling you must ha^yo 
tlu knack of pushing the ball test 
oni I ours and sixes are not all that 
( isy to come by in this grade <w 
iiiikrt As long as he does not re- 
(ognise this irufn he will be VulneP 
iblf Yashpal likes to hit the ball as 
III showi d in Delhi and f'alcutta. 

‘Kiisan (ihavri is a very bandy 
(luketei to have aiound. but I fino 
h* IS nndeiestimated by hi i ^ry- 
men When he lomes lound tne 
Mil hit to bowl his spinneis he can 
mikr the ball l>nnnce pietty awk- 
w iidly fot the batsman Let m« 
Hike It lien nickelers like Ghavd 
nil not ihainpions but vet they do 

I hip 111 cveiv now and then with 
oinethmi' (jhavn is always doing 
nine thiifg w itli his medium pace, 

spin III liimg OI halting He is the 
kiiiil of iillow who 11 cates cdtances 
till hi-. t( am like he did with hxs apin 
bowiiiiR at Delhi and batting at 
Bombay Ibete is no question of hU 
foing stall txiausi he has a very 

II oiiornii a) i un up He docs not 
ronir in thiindeiiiip like other fast 
Ik>w h rs hi i iirnes in at a steady 
-pi d and luiiix does not get tired 
( isih 

Shivl.il y adav and Dthp Doshi 
air not m th( same class as Bed!, 
Veiikit and Prasunna But it's too 
soon to pass judgement on them. 

I hey still have to develop varied 
> idav must bowl hxs off spiitners in 
thi loop He’s veiy young and seems 
to havi immense potential Doahi 
bowls a riKthodiral line and length 
but I don’t think the Pakistanis will 
Ik bothered by your spin 

‘ Of voui new players Sandeep 
Piitil IS a good striker of the ball 
Mr needs to tighten his technique a 
bit Also he wants to hit every ball 
for a four He doesn’t seem to have 
the light temperament Narasimha 
Ran was not given a fair chance 
aeamst us 

‘How the wickets are going to 
behave I can’t say but 1 suppose 
the Pakistanis wouldn’t have to worry 
It won t be any good trying to con 
tain them because they have loo 
much fin power parked m their side 
And I for one wouldn’t be surprised 
if the old spinners are reralled But 
moil than anvthmg else it’s gomg to 
be a senes which will be a test of 
(vervbodj’R character smre the 
players are bound to feel the pres¬ 
sure Neither captain is going to he 
game enoi^gh to go for a win ’Hie 
idea will be to avoid a defeat”. 
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Spot report _ 

Tamil Nadu 

Shipping deal: MGR in 
deep waters 


K HM as the dreary Ba 
kan winter waa 
flH coming to its ond, 
w three biah ranking 
m Tamil Nadu offi 

dais landed at 

Varna, Bulgaria’s 
% Black Sea port in 
V J early Mardi, 1979, 
fA.r, »« negotiate the 

purtllo^e <n tnrw ships They had 
no idea that the deal they were try 
ing to stiike would not only flop, but 
also croale a major political scandal, 
lead to a hui'caurratic witchhunt 
and laUM' sea changes in political 
alignnienLs in Tamil Nadu, contribut¬ 
ing to the split iu an alliance between 
Mi.s (iandhi and MUR 
Wlii-ii the scandal surtaced in the 
Tamil Nadu Assembly in early 
November, ex-Chiei Minister Karuna- 
nuUii aixuscrd MUH and his Cabinet 
colleagues of having tried to pocket 
the "kirkbacks". Had the deal gone 
thiough, the kickbacks, according 
to the UMK boss, would have amount¬ 
ed to Rs 4 cTorcs. When cornered, 
MUR denied that be or his Cabinet 
had auv peisutial interest in the deal, 
and blamed the brokers for having 
intliitc'd the price of the vessels. He 
aL->« declared that if the buprcnic 
(aiurt was prepared to probe the mat¬ 
ter. he would be ready to reiterate 
his innocence. MUR also blamed Slate 
Uuvermiient othdals for not inform¬ 
ing him ni advance of the tricks the 
brokers were playing. He announc¬ 
ed that be haa pulled up Mr K. S. 
Raniakiivhnan, the then managing 
director of the State owned Poom- 
puhai Shipping Corporation, one of 
the three othUals involved in the 
deal, fur not having told him of the 
slush nioni'y business before he 
fRamakrishnan) had discussed it with 
bis board ol direciors. MUR's announ¬ 
cement that be has tapes of his con 
versfKion with Mr Ramakrisbnan has 
cauiicd wide resentment among IAS 
and senior otiicials who now fear 
that any upiw-hearted discussion with 
Ministtra wtll be preserved os tapea. 

The story begins in March when 
the I'SC decided to go for three new 
sbipa, each weighing 38,000 tonnes 
Thiv wa-v the hrst big deal the five* 
year-old corporation was going in 
lor. Ibe ships were to be used to 
carry evai from Haldia to the tber 
mat plant coming up at Taticoria. 
The PSC had studied a number of 
ng 


oilers, including those of Japan and 
South Korea, and then decided to 
ucgutiatc with the Bulgarian shipp¬ 
ing yard which had three oompeti- 
tively priced ships meeting the re¬ 
quirements of the PSC. Apart from 
Mr K. S. Ramakrisbnan, Mr J. S. 
Bhango, sccrelary to the Transport 
Department and u technical adviser to 
the PSC, also went to Bulgaria. Two 
brokers, one from England, and 
another from India, were present. 
C. V. Subramaniam. then working 
tor McKinnon and McKenaie, was in¬ 
volved in the negotiations right from 
th<’ beginning. 




Karunanidki _ 

Alter a couple of days’ negotia¬ 
tions, the Bulgarians and the Indian 
team agreed to a price of $ 13 milUon 
to \ eat h ship. Initially, the Bulgarians 
w. ntv'd $ 14.5 million per ship. The 
k-itcr of intent was signed subject to 
the approval of the Tamil Nadu Cabi¬ 
net within ten days. C. V. Subra- 
roaniain Hew to India to iniorm bis 
principals and J. S. Bhango also re¬ 
turned to get the approval of the 
Cabmet. CKarunanidbi's original accu¬ 
sation was that the initial price was 
$ 10.5 million per ship and it was rais¬ 
ed to $13.2 million. There is need 
fur clarification here : The so called 
original price of $10.5 iniUion did 
not indii^ many itviiM like ^ara 
paru, etej 

On March 22, a teiea was sent by 
S. V. Subramaniam to bis assodate 
in Voma. It said: “Friends will not 
agree to doing certain adjustment 
basis future deals...Ihey nrefer to 
finalise everything now and once Mr 
‘P’ cuaRrms to you. the best...tbe 
teamhead will be authorised by the 
Tamil Nadu Government as an order 
to increase by 0.1 tO.l ndtUonl but 
then P' must stick to it not nmt « 
be did last time...’’ 

Who were these ’'fncods'’T And 
who was ‘P'7 Karonaaidbi, taking 
his clue from subsequent develop- 
meats Uke the Cabinet dedsion ask¬ 


ing J. S. Bhango to see the negotia¬ 
tions through even if $13.2 million 
(per ship) were to be pakf. has 
bluntly accused his old foe M<^ of 
colluding with C Subramaniem to 
collect the kickbacks. Hie mysteri- 
OU.S ‘P’ is a senior i^cer at the 
Bulgarian shipping yard, one be&ves. 

How did C. V. Snbramnntam come 
to know of the Cabinet decision un¬ 
less he bad informers or ‘triends’ in 
the Cabinet? He is alleged to have 
seut a telex to his associate in Varna 
which said: “Please treat this strict¬ 
ly confidential and do not divulge to 
Mr ‘P’ the fact that the Tamil Nadu 
Government has authorised the teatn- 
head to sign the contract if necessary 
at $ 13.2 million but for the time 
being please play cool with Mr ‘P 
until 1 get an opportunity to talk to 
him. By any chance if any arrival 
is delayed due to reasons beyond con 
trol Mr ‘P should continue to main¬ 
tain that price is 13.2 and he should 
not sign contract till 1 see him. This 
is ot profound importance please do 
not miss pn this’’. 

Mr BhgiMO, of course, trkd to im¬ 
press the ‘Tamil Nadu Government 
that the Bulgarians were willing to 
sell the ships at $13 million each. 
Meanwhile, the board of directors of 
PSC had also approved the deal at 

13 million. Just then the officials 
discovered that even the $ 15 million 
per ship had “built in’’ kickbacks. 
So R was all very simple: The 
Poompuhar Shipping Ctoporation 
would pay more for the ships and 
ibc money wouk) be given badi to 
the “friends” in India. When the 
oflidals told the Bulgarians that they 
did not want to be a party to a shady 
deal, the shipung yard agreed to 
pass on the tmilt’’ kidiback to 
the PSC itself, officially, to allowing 
fuel concession and giving more 
spare parts, aU amoonting to $1.5 
million. ‘Hius, in the contract ulti¬ 
mately signed, the price was reduced 
to $ 12.5 million per ship even though 
the letter of intent was for $13 
million. The deals finalised by any 
shipping company have to be finally 
.ipprov^ to the Shipping Develop¬ 
ment Puna Committee (SDFC) at 
Delhi which meets once a month: 
the SDFC was to meet on May 8. 

Meanwhile, serioos efforts were 
made to scuttle the Bulgarian deal 
since it became known that no 
‘kickhadcs’ wne forthcoming. Bhan- 
go died in March at the age of 46 
and his untimely death is attributed. 
Ui certaip drdM, to the emotional 
sirahi he suffered during those tridey 
days. But the managiluf director of 
PSC was still very rawm aroand. 

The Tamil Nadu CabiiRt met on 
May 7 to ffiialise the Bulgarian deal: 
If the deal was not apiprovad by 
the Government of India by the next 
day, it would have fallen through. 
Jest then C. SubramuUam H 
was alleged in the Aaaerably. 
came up with alternative offers. 
Perhaps, tor the first tune, the 
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Cabinet cufiMdrrcd an offer brforo 
till, board of dirrrtois of FSC could 
ttudy tt The ahipt which C. V 
Subramaniani waa now offerinK had 
a capacity oi SS.OOO tunnea but the 
managinf! dinctor of i*SC dutn’t 
approve of them not only because 
they wore Mrial! but because the v 
would carry loss lool also Halt an 
hoitr before the Cabinet met, the 
same broker curie<ti>d lies inorDing 
Intorniation and stall’d that the 
Polish ships could tndec’d contain 
38,000 tonnes Two days latei b< 
admitted his mistakes and said that 
all that he was interested in was m 
scuttliDc the BulKunan de.al 

DuiinR the debati in tbi Assembly, 
M(>R an used K S Itamakrishnan of 
not Koiiii; thioiigh a booklet that was 
Mtlailnd to till letter ofiering the 
Polish hips Ramakrishnan's stand 
was that m had werv reason to 
briKvi that the ships ( V Subra 
iii.iiiiaiii wd'' tryine to uffei wc*ic 
non exist! HI and the I'oltsh shipyard 
ha>s to date not lonlcadiited Kama 
krishn,in s offer And the booUci 
whith was attaehi'd to the lettir did 
not luntiin any hc’Ipful infonnation 
i ilher 

On MII IB Rainakrishnaii who has 
spent 18 veais with the IAS was 
(lanstiired stiddeiilv to a "less ie.s 
pon’ibk ’ department Rot the ship 
de'ai diainn did not end ihcic MGR 
ai rived m New Ih’lhi, ail srt to 
dctompaiiy Mis Gandhi to rhaojavut 
SI) that ,he could tile hei papets to 
cxitilest till Parliamentary by-eleeSion 
When hi maele a sudden "U turn" 
itnd withdiew suppoil for Mr.s 
Candhi there was a lot of specula 
tion as to what exactly had happc’iied 
altei M(.R's "courtesy call’* on 
Mot aril Dcsai Just then Jagiivan 
Ram wiv uLsu about to scsit the Last 
LuroiMMii counlnes And the Buiga 
riaivs would have loved to announce 
the deal as a part of the tiade ex 
ihaiiRf prograrame that was to be 
hnalisc’d 

Dm mg this debate, Kaiunanidbl 
also sought to expose another abor 
Hu* attemjii ^ the Tamil Nadu 
Gusi'ininiiil This 1978 lotsdeni re 
lates to the intended purcha.se ol two 
ships fiom Hloom and Vexss of Ham 
hiiii: West (ic’cmany According to 
the UMK souiccs iKarunanidbi in 
(,i< thill opii’s of telex messages) 
the him of Bloom and Voss was 
appi o.H III d by one S K Notarajan, 
scuiliiv to the managing director 
ol si*i.h,i> nee Papers 

V\h> did Natoraian get in touch 
with till’ tiihnual manager of P'sC. 
and tiy to inmate a dcvussioii on 
tlie otfer made by the Hamburg 
Brni** Why did the Hamburg shippmp 
I iiiiipanv ’>• od a long telex messaw' 
to Nat 11.11 III telling him that tt had 
u ’ kmi! disitivsion with SV at New 
Ymk*’ 

K.iiwn.tnalhi ha.s alleRcd that hV 
IS noiii other than s Viswanathan 
min.ii:inK dnectoi of *>eshasayrs' 
Papeis Was It a mere umwideni 
that Mt.U was aUo in the USA at 
the Slime timi as '‘SV” Karunamdhi 
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AM oloo » Jal." WAh theae 
•ronk Binal Lol naoAi his 
IwMk! stotemefit nt- 
ftineiWM Mg the itaryuM politkal 
ottaiNt frmii gaiiUfcal oMii^ where 
he iMd been for the 1«A fkree 
yeara. He was obviiwsiy lelentjAi 
u> the faet that tw wouM jnii pf 
00 appasltifw t« tile laok Ohi wmA 
corbnantk a large jaft anpBort At 
every public moetiag that ha Mkl 
reasci, Iw virtually repeats the 
tame statemeats “The cwintry 
needs a strong Goverameat and a 
stioag leader at the Oatre aad 
this only bflhemt (Mrs Gaadhi) can 
provide". He ciitlcises the Jaoata 
aad fails to distiaguisb betweeo 
the Joaata and the Lok Dal ("For 
me the Janata means both the 
Janata and the Lok Oal") He aays 
that a Government which has fait 
ad OB all fronts—^political, econo 
talc, social—has no credimbty. 

Meferring to the rural areas and 
the eondttion of the peasantry be 


says Mat Mi 
ana he can 
the paasaMa' ^ 
chaMes hodi Deal 
»i4h af 
niaw- tha 
nradt 


ItMi jQlifM 





jhit hk rawBtry lato tih pai^’ 
cal scene after the Caaina8ti)’a 
oharrvatiffio that “Sanai lAl am> 
tiaues to be a member ^'Ine 
Congress (!/' has left many Party- 
men hewildend Some of thm, 
udio an ouMsed to hiia, are 
doubtful, if l^r Banal Lal’a no 
entry, they would be given tickets 
to coateat the eketions. But they 
of coarse, cannot air their grie¬ 
vances, since Mrs Gandhi has been 
responsiMe for the rehabilHatioa 
of the former Defence Minister. 
Bansi Lai is more confident now 

A CORRESPONDENT 


Orissa 


Defecting candidates 


|M Otksa, ptdfticai defectiem dates 
A back M 1837. But recent 
defertloiif are more 

•iM’nrking. Mr Bruadabaa Nayak. 
kader of the Conaressd) hi tiie 
Btahe Assembly denounced w 
Lak Oal rak in Onssa at Askn 
at a warkerf meeting and Urn 
yin neat day he retnnwd to 
Bbuhaaeawar, called roporWM. aad 
atmeiimfBed nk resUtaatiwa ftom 
the XeMreaam. flm« 
fuoMMra i» ptwMcal drdki tiiat 
watiM ^ ^ Baotrey 



Party (CLP) kader, Mr Chktamoni 
Panigrahf: he jollied tiw Cmp 
giessd) tbou^ Mrs Gandhi 
woald aot call A d a f e e t kn (m no 

Cangrema) mmdMatel^ iMinba’ 
heawnr. And thefnki Bw a suiy. 
^ Panig^ was eketad from the 
Bhnhaneswar kw SMdM eanatitn’i 
«flcv k 1971. M IBTT ha dam » 
the CPAM) candidakL Mr Skip , 
Patnaik As aean 4 « w ladc !}«• * 
(kagress coalAkB GaammoMHil 
waa formed k Orkaa aad ji 
alitaaoe ftwead. he ym aamtig tik 
8|m ta..«aB a« Mr PatnaBb 

aSi ^S3j£!h’ 

son imv mbB. .PpmOwWIiv iv .IMI 

4iiyt whfWMwt H iMdiiiti diir 

waalS^,B!iff 

iMMiMif lift Ihb iAMli lb wbt 
lUpRk mf 

iiAvv-.'. - -- - “«• WO" 

dfWMM. ’ ’V' « 

t 





I The state of the Party" 

'Maharashtra 

Congress (I): Pawar's 
enemy number one 


, * v| ] '1 HERE are thre« 

\ yfimO / I miuor PartMs cun 
\ ^ / \ tending for the 48 
. -i Sabha saats in 
Maharashtra indu 
'O.''ding six seals from 
- ^ i^mbay They arc 

IH \ the Janata, the Con 
V7 fires* (I> and the 

1 Parallel Congress 
which will fight the elections as the 
rougress The Cun|Tess (I) is the 
only Party that will contest all 48 
seats The other two aie in the pin 
less of haiuinering out a formula 
tailed “one to-one" This foimuta is 
Mr Sharad Pawai's str itegy for 
defeating the Congress (1) the 
ratioiialt* behind this being that the 
Congress (1), which represents the 
forces of authoritarianism is the 
enemy numbei one In the 1977 Lok 
Sabha elections the undivided Con 
gress which contested all the scats 
won 20, the Janata which contested 
29, won IB The Janata allies, the 
Peasants’ and Woikeis’ Party, con 
tested SIX seats and won five while 
the Maixists won three out ol four 


8 ticket Anothei hopuful who is 
definitely out is the ambitious wile 
of the formei (hief Ministei Mr 
Vasantdada Patil She hud arranged 
for workers from the constituency ot 
the late Chief Minislci V P Naik 
to demand that his seat be given to 
hei, but since her husband too di 
manded a ticket ‘llada’, as he is 
aReclionatcl> lalUd will get a ticket 
from Saiigli 

Ihc C«ingiess(I) s beKgesi picibleiii 
is to sdlisty its tditlilul inlluwcns 
while tiynig to edge in some ‘big 
names The iicwiniiiiis ui defcctois 
fiom Congiess liki Vasantdada 
Patil Mi V J Muhile H C Virlak 
S U Cliavan ami othi rs have staked 
then claims 1 yen Mi S K Palil 
who luined thi Congiess(l) leccnily 
is making a bid though when asked 
he ciuipped in bis uiiroitabk styb 
“I'm only a sleeping paiinir, but 
don’t mention it Snici out prcsi 
dent IS a lady it will he iinsundei^ 
stood' Anothei suk old man dc 
inanding a ticket is Bil,ts,ilv‘b Desai 
who has switcbeil loyilties several 


times and is itching t« fight Mr. Y. 
B Chavan at Satara 

Many of those demanding Con* 
gress(I) tickets are those who jump 
od into the Congiess(l) bandwagon 
recently and the fear ol the old fol 
lowers of Mis Gandhi is that they 
will be thrown aside in thru favoui 
Ihe trend seems to be to ditch the 
oldtimers who have no big creden 
tials, but their argument which seems 
quite sound is that if candidates will 
win only because of Mrs Gandhi then 
why should the criteiion tui scdec* 
tioii be those who have some foi 
Inwei They feel new blood and 
new fairs should be given a chance 

Hut new blood may have a chana* 
only if San lay Gandhi puts his foot 
down as many ol them expert 
According to Congress (I) source s 
Sanjay will have a say in the selec 
tion of at least 40 to 50 per ci‘nt of 
the candidates and if this materia 
lises he IS not likely to tavoui those 
who owe no ulirgianre to him and 
It IS a known fact that there is noth¬ 
ing roniinon between tho new entrants 
and Ml Gandhi 

In the Parallel Congress and Janata 
camps things are a bit moic contu¬ 
sing Chief Minister Sharad Pawar 
has begun flexing bis muscles with 
a view to impressing upon the Janata 
that he is not totally dependent on 
them to bgbt the etections He 
would like to bargain tor seats from 
a position of strength nnd so while 
he has announced through his bcute- 
nant, Mr D Rupawate, Parallel Con¬ 
gress president that the Congress 
will contest 28 scats it is unlike¬ 
ly that ly will be able to do so on 
the one-to-one foimula he lias stlpu- 


The leadeiship ot the three mam 
Parties is currently having a tough 
time trying to icconale the demands 
of various claimants and thei task 
is all the more diftcult because only 
48 of hundreds of aspirants can be 
plaotled In this context the Con 
giess (I) has the most difficult task 
for there sverc 1000 rccomm°ndationv 
for 48 constituencies. MPGC (1) 
president Ronirae Adik has brought 
this down to 140 Taih aspirant bungs 
along a horde ui faithiub to shout 
vociferously that hr should be giver 
a ticket so much so that ex-mayoi 
Much Deora said to be a current 
hot favourite at 12, Willingdon Crts 
cent, didn’t find bis name in the list 
that was flown to Delhi because he 
didnt take or send a gang to the 
Congressd) office on November 4 
“I wouldn’t stage manage any 
thing”, said Deora and added 
"Mrs Gandhi knows what I am 
worth and I will get a ticket’’ 
Another Congressfl) contender, Pro 
fessor Kamb^ who has been assur 
ed a tiedeet sent a crowd to demand 
a tkdeet on behalf of his wife Dr 
Datta Samant, the current bugbeai 
ot Industrulists in the Thane Belapur 
Ahroednagar industnal belt brought 
along 200 to 300 folloyvers to rein 
force his demand for a Lok Sabha 
tideet hot with no lurk Mrs Gandhi 
has mule it known to the Parka 
mentary Board that she would not 
Kite to displease the industrialists oi 
frighten them by giving Dr Samant 








f Miifl. prcsMtenL Bfib«nn« 

Ohtkane, tas niiwanceil that the 
H^Hainta arill cmtest 27 aeata, whid 
(traichtway means that there will 
' he a three-cornered fi^t in several 
constitnendes Mr Dhakane would 
like to leave only 16 seats for the 
Gonaress and share the lesi with its 
allies, the Peasants’ and Workers’ 
Party and the Mamsta. 

There are other problems that Mr 
Pawar has to contend with and that 
b an unoffiaal commitment that Mr 
Pawar has made to put up no candi 
date against Mrs Mrinal Gore and 
Mr Mohan Dhana who left the Janata 
Party They are both standing as 
independents and supported by an 
anti commanal, anti authontanan 
front of which Mr Dhana is the pre 
aident This front till today is a non 
functioning front but as Mr P K 
Kurane of the ^I(M) says “It’s the 
only platform that Mrs Gore and Mr 
Dhana and Mrs Ahilya Rangnekar 
have presently’ 

The Janata Party wants to fight 
all the SIX lok 5tabha seats from 


Votnbay aui H has partknlarly sworn 
to defeat Mrs Gore and Mr Dharia. 
They have so far not changed their 
Mand though Mr Pawar has tried to 
prevail upon them and if this hap¬ 
pens. it would be difficult to avert a 
triangular contest foi these two 
prestigious seats Congress(U) and 
Janata are also at loggerheads over 
Gie Jalgaon seat i^ere Mr Madhu 
kar Chaudhari a former Congress 
Minister feels it his preserve and Mr 
Uttamrao Patil erstwhile Jana Sangh 
Minister, feels that it shoukl go to 
the Janata Most of the sitting 
membeis oi Parliament like Mi 
Madhu Dandavat' Mr Sambajiiao 
Kakade, Mi K P Malgi, Mr Bapurao 
Kaldate and Mi Sonuungh Patil and 
people from Bombay like Di Subri 
maniam Swaihv Mi Ram Jethmalani 
and Mr Rattnnsi Rajda are being 
given tickets 

According to the latest infornia 
tion, the Janata Party is even ronsi 
during putting up i candidaii against 
Mr Y B Chav in Finin all indn i 
tions thev have managed to lopc in 


a di^ut relation of Shrvalt, noitio^ 
Snmitra Rate Bhonsalc to fight Ghavan 
who has long been her enemy If thi^ 
happens, the Congressil) will pot 
put up any candidate and is expedit¬ 
ed to support her This will posei 
a major threat to the poll alliaitce. 
and undarstanding sought to be- 
forget) betweed the Parallei (Jo*- 
gross and the Janata Party. Mr' 
Pawar would ncvei be able to aoe^pt 
the situation 

or the Left Parties the CPI<M) 
experts to contest six seats and Ae 
Peasants’ and Woi tours’ Parly iilne,i 
The 1 ok Dal which is a relative nom 
entity in the State has announced 
through Its loader, Mrs Shanti Naik, 
that It will contest all 48 seats Not 
only will it have a problem finding 
candidates, but itv ranks are already 
in disariav with the Naik family 
nameh Mr>> Shanti Naik, her bus* 
band Bobutau and her daughter Mrc 
Nasriilla all wanting Lok Dal tickets. 


OLGA TELUS 

thill message ba& not gone The 
candidate, it he wants to, can num 
ttis cunviituency better, knowing the 
facts, otherwise, as at present, he 
dues not know You see, there are 
advantages and disadvantages in 
(verv s>stem You cannot give me a 
syiilem which is hundred per cent 
correct and (has) no detect anywhere 
or a system which is completely 
defective You hove to see what 
(arc) the advantages at the time, 
and I tell you also that I MStem 
may bi very good in a plrucular 
agi maybe bad in another. Of 
lourve we arc trying, let us hope It 
piuves all right 

Q you kavt dtetded to bocome 
mori pi at I teal by raising the expense 
liwtt * 

A Vo 1 want to be more rea¬ 
listic 

Q And you do not thmfc that. 
Hs tnt lakh HnM u gomg to affoet 
llu proces'i ' 

A No absolutely not It will 
uiilv make the memberv speak the 
truth as far as possible ‘nicy ware 
••pending the money m any case, tt 
was not that they were handicapped 
So tb(u should be no objection to 
this 

0 What do you think of the 
by which the Government 
shoulderi, all the expenset of the 
randidateh ? 

A 1 have advocated that m- 
tim It would help (Hesitates) But 
I cun t know if it would really help 
or nut After all there are so many 
opinions about it It is not at pre 
sent a practical proposition 1 gave 
tht suggestion two yeais ago 

<? A lot of minorr get regfatered 
os voter? How do you expiom tbai’ 

A Nut a lot of minors How 
ran a fourvear oi light year oh) (be 
registered) May lx (diading who 
is) 20 and 21 vi ar old is a difficulty 
It cannot be less than that age 

V Rut the age it not eUways 
eattlu lertfiable 

A No It depinda on his state 

ment Hi is liaWf to hi ituni«hed 
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1 don't think there is any 
bogus voting' 


NIRMAL MHRA 
talks to S. L Shak 
dher. Chief Election 
Commissioner on 
the rede of the Elec 
(ton Comnussion in 
the forth ommg 
lok ^abha election^ 
to be Held 
in lanu ttiy 1980 

Q There was a control ersy that 
if the Goiemment could prove the 
aanger of an eitional or internal 
threat to the security of the nation, 
you uould haic to reconsider your 
df n 1 m jn the date of the elections 

— and you are even on record as 
having said you would, in that event 
(onsidenng that there were some 
incidents on tht border, would you 
say that there is a possibllHy of 
postponing iht etcetions ’ 

A I have not heard about it 
NobuUv has reioinniended (postpone 
mint) to me nobody has npresented 
Ik foil me 

Q In what way do you trtbik 
these elections are going to be—if 
at oil — different from the previous 
elections ’ 

A Iheie are no differences but 
the onlv thing i» that we have made 
certain improvements based on ex 
or rience and complaints received 
from the Parties, and the people in 
general 

0 What do you thmk me yam 
problems m holding the eleetuns 
this year 7 

A Tht re are no great problems 

— only the problem of magnitude 
We have so many millions of voters 
in such a vast country 


Q Holding elections in whUei 

will certainty be a problem m the 
Hmatayan regions 
A We hope to bold elections 

eves in those places It Will not be 
very bad there in the sensi that the 
place may not be maccessihk We 
have said that we will review the 

g osition towards the end of Decern 
er in those parts 
Q What precautions me you go 
mg to take agamst booth capturing 
and rigging? 

A We are taking some mta 
sures but I do not want to say (what 
tbiy arc) in advance That wiu de 
teat the very purpose ot the mea 
sures 

<? Vou have sent observers to 
venous States But what if the 
observe* receives no cooperation 
from a State Got erament» 

A No I don’t think State Guv 
ernments are doing this 'The Gov 
ernments aie fully roopeiating with 
me 

0 What percentage of voters m 
this countty u bogus? 

A I don’t think there is bogus 
voting It cannot be You are a 
person, you have a vote, how can a 
bogus person appear in your placi 
You can say “impeisonatlon Tbiir 
tan be impersonation in virv vim 
few places 

Q You have decided to swUch 
to booth counting this time Why 
A It will be quicker H wiil 
mean quicker results and the poll 
ticai Parties particularly will like to 
know where they are deOuent, where 
thiy have not approatbq^, where 




'PUE real tragedy of the Chau- 
h- dhury ia ^at he is both ahead 
ol and behitid his times. The 
cirunuitiic debate that he is arti- 
culatiOK is vitally necessary, and 
he must receive the credit for 
raising it : what remains to bo 
seen is whether this economic 
slogan will be able to match the 
strength of Mrs Indira Gandhi’s 
personality and her promise of 
statnlity. The biagest problem 
that the alliance is facing, it 
seems, is the inability of the vari¬ 
ous jUik l>al and Congress lea¬ 
ders to sincerely accept the Chaii- 
dbtiry as their IThne Minister. In 
tlictr hearts they too consider the 
Cliaudhury a political freak who 
has made it to the top by a 
sttanxe aeddont; they cannot 
believe that the Chaudhury is 
where he is, however temporarily 
01 however long he may remain 
there, because be too represents 
certain sodal forces — and forces 
which are getting more politically 
conscious every day. The pun¬ 
dits of the dtv seem unanimous 
In their view that the Chaudhurv 
can never be PM again. Perhaps 
they are right, hut they seem 
quite ignorant of why that would 
happen If it hanpens. The Mg- 
mwt proMem faang the Chau- 
dhui 9 la the Irresponsibility, or 
the irresnlutioo of his colleagues. 
'ilTELU actually that disease it 
Wv not restricted to the Lok 
Ital-Congreas alliance. in the 
Janata camp, the fight for scats 
caused enough heanbum : and 
this heartburn will not only leave 
its mark, but however it may he 
disguised at the moment, it will 
resurrect itself after the elections 
—■ particularly if there is confu¬ 
sion on January 9 in Delhi, as 
most people expect. The Jana 
Sangh demanded 2S0 seats in the 
Janata list, and Babu Jagjivan 
ftam, who has not become a Jana 
Sanghi by any means, began to 
assert his authority to curb such 
aspirations of the front men of 
Balassheb Deoras, The Jana 
Sangh was, in a sense, justified 
in Hs stand. The thinking clearly 
was that if the Jana Sangh cadre 
was going to do the work of 
bringing In the vote, why 
shoiiidnM the Jana Sangh get its 
share ot the cake 7 But BabuJi 
has an eouatly good point : with¬ 
out the voten be can bring in, 
the Janata will find it diflkidt to 
win, so.. It is basically a war 
of nerves and the steadier man. 
wUh less to lose, will win. The 
real problem with the Jana Sangh 
is that they are not sore that 
Babuji wit] stay with them after 
the polls. On the aHiance side 
Uh), Ui« l,ok Dal oeopte can hard' 
ly be sure that whichever Con¬ 





gress MPs arc elected will vote 
tor Chaudhury Charan Singh. 
There arc going to be alignments 
and realignments galore before 
thi; nevt PM is in power. And 
you know what that means. The 
Day of the Alliance generally 
culminatra in the Night of the 
lamg Knives. 

I T » nut generally known that 
among the options mooted by 
Mr U. N. Bahuguna after he left 
Chaudhury Charan Singh’s Cabi¬ 
net was an clfort to return to 
the Janata Parly — on condition 
that the dual membership issue 
be sorted out ; he asked Chandra 
Sliekhar if he could still ban RSS 
members from the Janata Party, 
but Chandra Shekhar refused. 
Itiv Janata Party chief is quite 
deal in his mind about who his 
triends are in the coming eiec- 
tural battle. But Babuguna .Sahab 
roold hardly have seriously ex¬ 
pected Chandra Shekhar to make 
such on imoortant announcement 
so laic in the game: in spite of 
the impossible confusions still be¬ 
ing caused hy the egotism or 
greed or ignorance or arrogance 
or prejudice ol many individual 
leaders, the battleline-s have moie 
or less been drawn. It seenu more 
rational to believe that what 
Bahuguna was doing was Ipiilding 
up the argument lor the future, 
in case he joined Mrs Gandhi (bv 
the time this appears in print we 
will know whether be has or has 
not joined the Congress (I) by 
November 14 as genera) tecreury 
and member of the Parliamentary 
Board of the Forty). Bahuguna 
can now say that be has tried every 
option on the basis of his beliefs, 
end finds himself nearest to the 
Congress repni'sented by Mrs 
Gandhi. It is a conviction of 
poUtic'ians, everywhere, that they 
cannot survive in a vacuum. I 
would have thought, given the in¬ 
evitable mess or disaster that 
January promises to bring forth, 
a vacuum would be the safest 
place to be in. 


Down < I 

r- ' 

. 14 , •I 

'PUC flop of Chaudhury Charan 
A Singh’s meetings in Bombay 
and Pune enraged the Prime Mi¬ 
nister — and me person he poin¬ 
ted the finger at was Raj Narain, 
as it was Raj Narain’s friend Mrs 
Sbanti Naik who was in charge 
of organising the meetings. The 
simple courtesy of informing the 
1/ik Dal’s Congress allies was not 
done, and Sharad Pawar did not 
even turn up at the airport to 
meet the PM. Mohan Dharia did 
not even know till the last minute 
that the PM was going to Pune, 
which is Dharia’s constituency, 
and when he finally learnt about 
it be rushed by car from Bombay 
but reached too late to rescue the 
situation. The Lok Dal organisa¬ 
tion is in a total mess. One Lok 
Da) leader had an apt analysis of 
his Party: it should really be 
called Janata (S), he said — that 
is, Janata (Sulkers). With such 
poor management, and assuming 
things remain the same til) Janu¬ 
ary. it should hardly be surprising 
if the Party’s re.sults are equally 
messv. 

pOMMUNIST Parties spend all 
^ their time talking about equa¬ 
lity and egalitarianism, but their 
leaderships continue to be domina¬ 
ted by the upper castes. I know I 
will be accused of dragging caste 
even into this hallowed domain, 
but it just happens to be a remark¬ 
able cmnddence. Take the Commu¬ 
nist Party of India, in Bihar. It is 
a good outfit there and the success 
of the leadership is evident in the 
growing influence of the Party in 
Bihar : in fact, the CPI could easi¬ 
ly be renamed the Communist Par¬ 
ty of Bihar and Kerala. This said, 
let us look at who their eight most 
powerful leaders in Bihar are : 
Jagannath Sarkar, Sunil Mukher- 
iee, Jogendra Shaitna, Inderdeep 
Sinha. Oiaturanan Mishra, Bho- 
eendra Jha, ‘Teinarain Jha and 
Madhukar. No further comments 
needed. 

M. J. AKBAR 
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li/jHLN Edlsoa invented the cite 
W int bulb, be *a*d the woild 
would &oon enter an era wbich 
the candle would become a luxuiy 
Little did he know that it i not bis 
bulb but the souice of iu> power that 
will belle hiA prophecy A hundred 
years later wc in India have tnereas 
ed our reliance on candles, not be 
cause the bulb has failed us, but 
bci ause tbeie is not enough power to 
light the bulb And the bulb is per 
haps the least important of all the 
appliances that need electricity to 


lun 

The housewife says hfe is hell 
wititoui power The husband says 
life IS hell at home and in the office 
too rile worker says he is threaten 
ed with lay-off because his employer 
docs not get enough power to ron 
the shifts The industrialists say that 
It they had got enough they would 
have been able to step up then 
annual production by Rs. 4 OjO 
crores The farmer says the rain 
has failed him and he needs power 
to run his pumpset or else the conn 
try migbl not get enough food And 
they all blame the Oovemment for 
this mess The Government, In turn 
passes the buck from one depart 
ment to another Now the lament 
IS ‘ If only the rains btdn’l fatted 
us’ But why didn't they plan 
the basis that rninfall cannot b« 
taken for granted ’ The^root cat«cs 
of the prt^lem are ineffective plan 
ning, uisdenuate hivestinest and, »n 


a year svben 
demand 


riins fnil. 


in 

runaway 


I.kt for example, this year The 
iaiiuie of the monsoons has led to a 
fail 111 the water levels at major re 
seivoirs and an increase in demand 
foi powti from farmers to run their 
pumpscis rhe present reservoir level 
at Oobindsagar (PunjabkRihand (UP) 
Sharavathy (Karnataka) Idcukki 
(K< rala) and Hirakud and Balimeia 
(Orissa) arc tar below the maximum 
Ihis cicatis pioblems for states that 
I cly pi (dominantly on hydel power 
UP gets titty per cent of Ms power 
from hydd aiurc'es Orissa ninety 
p r (int and Kainataka ri tics fully 
on hydd power With regard to 
puwi I supply the iarm sei^oi gets 
tup piioiity while the industrial 
sectoi suffer. 

Besides the lack of rainfall anoth 
ei leason for the runaway rise in 
di m ind from the farm sector, is the 
rbange in erupping pattern farmers 
are growing more crops a year and 
so need moie power—much more lo 
a drought year—to run the pumpseU 
Sinii hydel stations cannot generate 
at peak capacity because of fall in 
rcsei voii levi Is the thermal power 
staUons have to be operated coo 
tinuously without the periodic over 
haul that is necessary fhis in turn 
tells on the tbermai sets As It is 
the ^he mat units capaaty utitisation 
IS far below hftv per cent A Bumber 
of I Casons are given periodically for 
this pool pertormance 

The thermal power plant authori 
ties blame the coal departnieot they 
say tney duot have enough coal 
stocks and when they do. they aay 



S' 


the coal is of poorouality. (wWl 
high ash coatenU llte coal r 
ment aays the railwaya are a«t 
'hem Miottgfa weiRiae to tri 
coal Now they am Mviag 
their coal miniag opwatMaa 
boea affected beceuae of ahortaiw 
power aupply 

rhe thermal power generation 
supplied by Bharat Heavy Elec 
Limited (BHEL) are ^ befog 
ed foi the poor perfonnaaca ^ 
thermal plants A oasc ii toMfi 
made out as if for thaaa BWt M» 
the thermal plants would kav« teiir 
able to generate more power, mx 
why blame BHEL aloae whMt 
f.iluie IS equally due to lidc 
roper maintenance of equii 
iver the years BHhL has 
xpertise which is being recoj 
(ven abroad 

At many thermal stations toMfi 
union rivalry affects generatkML tm 
problem is said to be more getuto ' 
the Lhstern region, a predominat 
thermal power aiea The fact is 
thermal power capacity atiiiaal 
the Western region is deSni 
better than that m Uie 
legion borne people may find 
fiom the fact that the perfomunat. 
of oui power plants is better than W 
those m industrially advaacad oonM’ 
tiles like the Ub. the UK. X 
West Germany and France, 
these countries still don't have . 
euis The reason is they have 
adequate cushions la the form of vity 
high installed capaaty 

The crux of the problem in la^li 
IS the total lack of such eHshragg. 
The inergv Minister, Mr K. C FmAs'' 
has said that we should proceed tm' 
thi assumption that once every ffWf 
tears there is a drought ead cuehlaaw< 
shiMilri be built accordingly. Be&Nm' 
thinking m terms of cuthions for t 
ell ought year wc have to think m 
tiicquati power supply ewett in n 
non di ought year The attack here 
has to be two pronged more lavem' 
ment and slips to improve geaerg* 
tion at the existing pleats. 

faiklng of 197fi-78 when pomt 
generation over the previous year 
went up by 12 5 per cent, the aanuat 
plan document says "As a result Of 
the increased availaWUty of powers 
there was a general improvement In 
the power supply position, but thorb 
ages (ontiuued in the Eutem rej ' 
and in States tike Jammu and ~ 



shortages ate much worse Thai 
planned outlay on the power sectolr 
toi 1979-8U IS Rs 2,472 crores (aboatj 
115 per cent more than m the ^ ^ 
vious year which is expectod t(V 
augnicni the installed geaeratlM 
capacity bv 2 8 millioa kilowatts), dnm 
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Between 
V breads 


Over 

crackers 




With 

desserts 



We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 

NOG4 


Mixed fruitJam Orange M-m-marmalade 

The choicest fruits Made from fresh-picked 
get themselves into Nagpur oranges.A delicious 
this jam. way to enjoy an orange 

And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 
to toast yourself Mango jam 
at breakfast Str^rryjam 

I'Ind Guavajaly 

j N®G^- IT'S OWLY NATURAL! 

B Mahatashtra Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd Noga Unit. Nagput 
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consider the extent of investment 
that would be needed to ful^ meet 
the ]K»wcr domands oi all sectors 
Onlv alter that can we think in 
tinns of building cushions 
rhc impact of the failuie of the 
monsoun this year is so serious that 
the additional power generation is 
likely to fall short of the target by 
fifty per cent In the beginning of 
the yeai the estimate was that addi¬ 
tional puwei generation this year 
would be neatly nine per cent, but 
revised estimates show that it will be 
less than half that figure That 
then, arc serious shoitages despite 
the mil ease in investment shows 
that tht additional generation is still 
lar short of the iise lu demand One 
rt ison IS that the new plants are 
taking a much longer time to mateiia- 
lise Why cant this be rectified' 
lake th( ftgun ot losses in trans 


Jewellery to blame ^ 


aantosh Malhotra (40) and hii 
husband Jagdish Lai Malhoira 
(tb) a (baitdid aicountant, mam 
<C( was a iOviai ordeal that ended 
in I inatabre tiagcdy lariy in tlie 
iiioiniug on Udubn 23 altei what 
the puiici allege was an attempt to 
niuidu Mis Malhotia bv burning her 
the loupk wcK luslied in then 
laiidhud s 1 lat to thi rn igency 
waid ot thi Dr Ram Manohar Lohia 
Hospital wheit this wen admitted 
lot seven burns By noon Mis 
Maihelia, whose condition was more 
setious, sueeuiubetl to her injuries 
Mr Malhotia was arrested foi 
niui del 

foi thi first few vtais aitei Mi 
and Mis Malhotia were maiiiid in 
ISbU. thill II iatioiiship seemed laii 
iy iiotirai Mi Malhotia was thin 
working as chut aicountant in the 
Bialaipui Papii and Straw Mills 
Chanddinagar in the (Jianda district 
of Maharashtra Santosh and Jagdish 
Lat had three children—two daugbt 
ers, aged 17 and 15. and a son aged 


Santosh Malhotra had an eye foi 
ornaments, especially gold ornanieots 
And if there was auv iriitant in the 
couples relations, it was Mrs Mai 
hotras possessiveoess about her own 
jewellery for some reason or the 
othei Mr Malhotra did not considei 
his wife s obsession iwoper Mrs 
Malhotra in fart, ownM about 
30 tolas oi gold ornaments that 
she kept in a safe deposit lock 
er m a bank The keys to the locker 
were with her In 1975, when Mr 
Malhotra left his job m Maharashtra 
to rejoin his family m Delhi, be took 
die llcya to the iocker from his wife 


tntssion ft is estimated that if these 
lossts are brought down by just one 
pet tent the addiUonal power avail 
abk‘ as a result will be equivalent to 
a new unit of 450 MW' Another 
allieil ptoblem is the theft of trans¬ 
mission lines which is said to be the 
highest in West Bengal UP and 
Bihar In West Bengal alone thefts 
resulted in a loss of Rs four crores 
in a vear 

lh( point remains that all the pro¬ 
blems au surmountable The Encigy 
Ministiy alom* cannot do much Its 
efforts hdvi to be batkvd by the 
State (lovernments and then down 
the lino at plant level I he ptoblem 
meds to be tackled on a plant by 
plant basis 

Otherwise the hour of darkness is 
not tar off 

SHEKHAR B HAT IA New Delhi 


and chitktd up on llu jtwelkiy 
appaitntiv not tiusting lui Sun 
inough hi found thi gold had 
diinasid in quantitv Hi askid hi> 
will toi an expldiiation but slit 
diniid having takin any of th< gold 
out ot the loikii Jagdi h 1 al h 
fused to ImUisi till and k«i>t nagg 
inj hei with liis iiuestuins 1 vci 
siiiii thill Mlalioiis had sound 
Siniosh Mdhiitia uttin viMiid hii 
pariuts bonii to git away tioin liir 
husband whiK Jagdisb Lai tayid 
away fioni homt ioi tin whiili dn 
and seldom <vii ati lii would go 
out at about B 30 in the inoi iiing ind 
leturn as lati as iu at niglit Tbi 
only fditois that compelkd thin' to 
stay togithii will then thtii 
(hildiiii and thi p<i>ua iveinss ot 
soTii of then lelatives 

Mtv Malhotia later tonfessid to 
having taken out two gold bangirs 
tiom thr bank loikii At noon on 
Oitubii 21 two of bii sistirs hit 
bruthr I in law and Mr M illiotr i held 
a tuerimg at whiih they diiidcd that 
if Sanlush cculd apologist to Jagdish 
and gi\i an asuianir that sh< would 
nevii again tike out her orniments 
tiuni thi bink lorkn shi loukl lx 
p irdoned Hir itunill was pr rhaps 
loo niiuli t ir *h( middle igid woman 
to ‘toinnh espioally sinci thi whoh 
low hould (onerrn her own orna 
imntv- gift she had presiived since 

h(i marriage fheir relations took a 
luiit fill hi worse attsr the imiting 
1 In \ did not speak vi ry much to 
tafh othfi 

At about 3 30 in the morning on 
Oitobii '23 Mr K K Chopra, the 
cuupti s landlord who stays on tbe 
ground floor ot tbe bouse, beard 
frantic cries from Mr M^otra’s 


ehtklrra Mr Malhotra toa Wtki ‘ 
shouting for help The cries awoM 
pioph in the neighbourhood. M|r 
(bopi a, along with six others from 
th< neighbourhood rah upat^ M 
the hrst floor where the Malhtftrag 
St ly enteied the flat, and fotintl Mrg 
Mithotia lying op the floor, with bar 
whole body wrapped in two UanketSl 
Ml Malhotra—with his hands, ie^ 
and the tight side of the face ai^ 
tuiehiad seiiously burnt, tbe flani 
pi I ling off -writhing in pain, and 
thi (hihlren in a state of shotk A 
imiph of men got around Mrs Mat 
hull I s di aped bodv, bfted het large 
ti inn with great difhculty, and took 
It into Mr Chopra’s Flat Both Mr 
and Mis Malhotia wer<> admitted tO 
thi emergency ward of thi Dr Rain 
M inohar Lohia Hosidtal for third 
digtii bums Mis Malhotra suffer- 
rd lOt) pel cent burns while Mr 
Mdiiutia hod 70 per cent iHims 

Bv noon Mrs Malhotia died, after 
tlkging 111 her dying deelaiation tb 
tin nolire that her husband had 
sprinkled keroscni and Ininit her. 
She also said that there was some 
unpk asantness between ln.‘i husband > 
and herself briause he suspected 
h( I ol having given some gold to 
liii uaients following this the 
Moti Nagar police lodged an FIB 
(No 439) and the (*hief Metropolitan 
Magisiiatc Mr B B ChowdharF, 
who himselt came to the bospilal 
waid oidered Jagdish Lai Malhotra's 
aiiest under Sections 300/302 on 
chaigC', of attempted rnurdci Mr 
Malhotia an obese dark, freekle- 
t Kid man with gold liintned specta- 
1 1< s w IS lying in bed both hands in 
plasti I the face severely harOt, 
inuaiiiiig 111 pain whin this rejpoiter 
vw fH to mr et him in hospital "After 
I gii iKltei I shall niysi'if go to tbe 
Pi«v> he lisped iK'tween grunts. 
3ou can si-i what has happened to 
mi hi wtnt on and then asked ut 
to go away when soini relatives came 
to him A tuibanid constable 
with chains and handcuffs ready for 
Ml Malhotra yvhen he cured, 
.lands Ruaid beside Ids bed 

Ihough nothing is clear polite are 
pnxeiding on tin thioiy that Mr^ 
M ilhoti a had poured kerosene over * 
his wife at about 3 30 m the morning 
V Inn she was about to enter the 
bithi oom A struggle i nsued in wtaidi 
Ml Malhotra too was burnt but Mr 
M dhotra’s own verston is that he first 
saw his witi through the bedroom 
window Sbi was standing in fiont 
Ilf th> bathioum (tbi kitchen $epa 
rail s thi bedroom from the bath 
loom) with hei clothes burning She 
w IS wearing a pink satee He rush 
eel to her and tiied to heat out tbe 
(I imi s with his hands He also cried 
out to his children foi blankets Hit 
daughters rusbi'd with two biankets, 
with which he wi ipped his wife 
That put the fire out but in the pro- 
iiss both tiiffired severe burns One 
strange fart u that noliody heard 
any mes from Mis Malhotra herself 

NIRMAI MITRA 
New Delhi 


Death of a 
Delhi housewife 
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tSunirs team creates history 

The Pakistanis are not so daunting now 


Kipil Dev went the honour of 
« performing the final rites. When 
be removed Jim Higgs’s off suimp 
Australia were 198 for 9 and with an 
taiiured Darling unable to bat, India 
had wrapped up the series by two 
Tests to niL And what a series it had 
been, with the outcome of each of 
the six Tests in doubt till Oie final 
, overs. Kim Hughes and his fourteen 
men, labelled as no-hopers and writt¬ 
en off by cricketing scribes bsfforc 
they arrived in India, may not have 
registered a win but they certainly 
en^ared themselves to countless fans 
in this cridtet-crazy countiy of ours. 

The disappointment of the tour 
was Rodney Hogg, the mercurial fast 
bowler who wrecked Mike Brearley’s 
Englishmen last winter. The, former 
jni&man who claims “The limit of my 
ambition was to break into Sheffield 
Shield cricket” was persistently no- 
balled throughout the tour, although 
he was at his lethal best in Kanpur. 
That was the time be broke the spine 
of the Indian batUng with three wic¬ 
kets in 17 deliveries to set in motion 
a momentous collapse. But, as has 
happened to “Hoggy” so many times, 
his batsmen failed to capitalise on the 
break and lost the Test, to his un¬ 
spoken but Mtter disappointment. 

On the home front, a lot of fears 
about our batting are in the process 
fff being laid to rest. Dilip Vengsar- 
kar's newly^ound form will surely 
stand us in good stead against Pakis¬ 
tan, while Sunil Gavaskar’s confiden¬ 
ce in Yashpal Sbanna was more than 
justified after the latter's two heroic 
innings at Delhi and Calcutta. Cbetan- 
Cbauhan, thouiffi be still has to notch 
up that elusive Test century, has 
proved b^ond doubt that it’s not for 
lack of tiying. 

Syod Kirmani's return witii a bang 
has probably been the best thing for 
[Indian cridcet in a long time. His 
performance behind the stumps has 
been brilliant, to say the least, while 
he too has been among the runs, 
registeriiig some good innings 
against the Aussies and rounding off 
the tour with an unbeaten century. 
Along with Karsan Ghavri, whose 
return to batting form was evident 
at Bmnbay, the Indian tail has short¬ 
ened considerably. 

Kanfl Dev, the darling of the 
oowds. has certainly leamt a lot in 
the one year that he has been play¬ 
ing Teat cricket No doubt be has 
been lucky to get such a surfeit of 
the gaaue —• four series already be¬ 
hind fcfan —- but he has used these 
opportunities sensibly and does not 
depond so much on power as be does 
on gune. lie has proittod through 

his mcporlcnoe and has hoai 
the fefaV om al meii H y. 
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The last wicket of the series; Jim Higgs bowled by Kapil Dev 


Of the Aussies, perhaps the most 
versatile was the stooping, perenieUy 
gum-chewing Bruce Yardiey, who 
proved that he could do everything 
on the cricket field except bat while 
standing on his head. At Bangalore 
he scored 47 as nightwatdiman; at 
Kanpur — where he opened the nin- 
ings, to the surprise of all and sundry 
including himself — he scored 29 
and in Calcutta, where he took four 
widiets, he hit a fighting 61 not out. 
Twice during the tour he dismissed 
Snnii Gavaskar cheaply and reacted 
the same way to both dismissals : by 
doing a delighted Jig in the middle of 
tbs pitch. Apart from obvious assets 
on the field, he was equally popular 
oil it. thanks to his line sense of 
humour. One Yardly masterpiece 
“Ya know why Frank Henesscy (the 
masseur of the Aussie side) is so 
popular with the girls? Because he's 
got nimble fingers.” 

Contrary to wliat people may 
think, it has not been smooth sailing 
for Kim Hughes, who thought at one 
time that he was about to become e 
huMwen at 24. For a man who was 
fcniled two saasona ago as tbe ooun- 
liy*s “man most likely to succeed” 


be scoired just 65 runs in five laulniS 
for Australia — and did not even 
play in two successive Tests. And so 
it was that Hui^s, K. J. seemed 
headed for Umbo. Came tbe first 
Test last year against England and 
tbe Aussies were out for 116 in Hw 
first innings with Hughes contrib 
Ing e paltry four! When be strooh 
out to the creese in the second, bis 
country was. tottering at 49 for S, 
hardly a perfect position for someone 
hi dire need of a big score. He add¬ 
ed 170 runs for the fourth wicket 
wlh skipper Graham Yallop and went 
on to score 129 to establish himself 
as a permanent fixture in the teem. 

Kim Hughes may never again cap 
tain an Australian side, now Hut the 
Padeer players are being welcomed 
hack into the fold, although there is 
a strong lobby that he should lead 
the team against England. Bat h” 
has tbe immense satisfaction of 
knowing that be has given the selec 
tors at home a trying time, for they 
will surely have (o find places tor 
some of the men he brought to India 
as roolttes. 


DAV/D Me MAHON 
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Celebrated waste 


The child is not a party 


A LOT of things must htve been 
dtuM in the asme of the pow 
children of Indie in this Internnttonal 
Year of the Child—not all of them 
tor their upliftment;, A programme 
started hy the Department oi Social 
Welfare and being implemeiAed hy 
the Central Social Welfare Board 
(CSWB) is a typical case. 

In January this year, ttie depart- 
meirt of Social Welfare bad a wain- 
wave. It was thought that a new¬ 
sletter should be brought out to focus 

S ublic attention on what was being 
one by the Government for the 
children of India. An amount of 
Rs 50.000 was sanctioned for this. 
The ioea was to bring out five news¬ 
letters throughout the year to inform 
the public of the great work beinn 
done for the welfare of the children. 

It took the department three 
months to duoover tnat it could not 
handle this Job, though the depart 
ment iuelf is publishing a quarterly 
called Lok Kalvoo which has an ade¬ 
quate editorial staff. Instead the Job 
was entrusted to the Central Sodal 
Welfare Board (CSWB), 

The Board brought out the first 
issue of the newMtter in August 
last, ot which the coat of printing 
alone ts estimated at Rs 25,000. Tbr 
printing was organised in Delhi and 
the copies of the newsletter sent to 
BDOs, (Block Development Officers) 


and various (^tral and State Gov¬ 
ernment departments free of cost | 
Then someone somewhere thought 
that the Delhi preu could not handle 
the Job and so the printing of the 
second issue ot the newsletter was 
entrusted to the Kerala Books and 
Pubiicatioflk Society, Codiin. The 
secretary of the Board now is Mrs 
Saralu Oopalan, an lAS officer. She 
was formerly managing director of 
the Kerala society xtie paper bought 
for the second issue of the newslettei 
was shifted to the othm press which 
ts printing Sociol Wsl/ore. another 
magazine produced by the Board. A 
oimmittee was formed to purchase 
the poper for the second issue of the 
newdetter m Kerala Itself. The 
officials deputed by the Board to go 
from Delhi ‘to Kerala to supervise 
the printing oi the second edition ot 
the newsletter must be working hard 
indeed, but no one knows when the 
issue will come out. Maybe by the 
time the International Year of the 
Child closes in another two months 
Thus, against the original proposal 
of bringing out five issues of a news¬ 
letter at a total cost of Rs 50.000, the 
cost oi two issues alone might come 
to Rs one lakh, if one catculated the 
cost of TA, DA overtime etc of 
the offldals of the Board moving 
between Delhi and (.uchin. 

S C ANANTHARAMAN 


Fighting the INTUC 
Goliath 


The workers’ union can look after themselves 


ws worknra' union of the Indo- 
A Aahal Glau Company at Btaur- 
kunda near Hazaribagh bears sad 
taatirnemy to how oriminal gangs In 
onlluslon with the INTUC leaders 
have come to dominate the trade 
union movement in the mineral 
halt of Jharkhand. The Indo-Ashai 
Ghuu Company produces sheet glass 
ot whidi nearly 60 per cent ia expor¬ 
ted, The company was Initially own¬ 
ed w Lai Guru Swan Lai, a reaktent 
of Gaya Subaequently, with the 
deterioration of its financial omKiiticni, 
the company was taken over hy the 
Indian Financial Ooraoration. But 
even IFC found it difficult to run the 
plant at a profit It was at this stage 
that Ashai Glass Company of Japan 
was persuaded to assume the role of 
• promoter to the side compaiur. 
presently, su out the pine members 
of the compeny’s board of directors 
•re from Japen. it ia alleged that 
the management puiposely encoura- 


gea inter-union rivalry, in order to 
discourage Indians fnmi buying 
sharaa in the company. 

At the moment, there are 300 
permanent and 1,000 temporary em- 
ploveei in the Indo-Ashai Company, 
and the practice of hiring labour 
through oontrsetora still continues 
Moat of die workers toil in precari¬ 
ous oonditioos. The furnace in a 
glass factory ia usually abut down 
every three years for cooling and 
repairs. But the furnace at the 
Indo-Ashai Glau Comity bu been 
operating uninterrupted for the lut 
sm years. During a recent inspection 
by the Chief Factory Inspector of 
Bihar, the gas pipe of the furnace 
wu found Jainnmd. This may cause 
a serious exploaion any moment, 
whidi could kill scores of workers 
But die workers are too scared to 
protest Once in 1965 when the 
workers had launched an agitation, 
protesting against the delay in order 


Statt 


af.dw df diffi IttrMM Igr 

OOMIlUg toft iff imt i lTiWy 

•bat down dm fttruos gad rttNadb 
ad 27 workera. Ibe iMr pgrdwni 
among the wwkari baa aaoMiragM 
tbe managemant to sbaive (dia aaw 
wag* strudure wbicb was to be latro* 
diioad from tbe lat of Ootobar. 

Tbe indoAahaf workars* oaloa bt 
aflUiatad to INTUC, and avar siBoa 
its inception, all deciaioai. 
leadership of the union Bavb 
lively emanated from tba _ 
INTUC headquarters. Amaag ttosa 
who hsv« bean presidents o f tita 
union, one finds the names of INTUC 
homes like MIdiael Jolm. Ghiudlki 
and B. F. Sinha, and rn^iba fonnar 
Bihar Baaltb Miaistar, Mr Biodadt- 
wari Oubey. Mr Duhay was mado dm 
president of the ladoAshal Glass 
Company workera union in 1876, A 
young worker, Uma Vaeban Uwari 
was then nominated tbe g« 
•eaetary. Ibe union leaders . 
mensgemeat worked tofetber for 
common obJaedva — the aubtle e» 
ploltation of the workers. A faaluii 
of restlessnoM grew among the ordi¬ 
nary members of the union who 
were eager to fraa themselves of the 
stranglebold ci the selfwaekiag 
INTUC leaders. Even tbe general 
■ecretary, Mr Uwarl. found it taanl 
to concMe to the flagrantly and- 
labour policies of tbelOTUC le•de^ 
ship, including Mr Bindesbwtri Du- 
bey. Then, quite by aoddent. Mi 
Tiwarl got the opportunity be wee 
waiting for. Once when the Indo- 
Ashai Glau Company workers' union 
failed to send its affiliation fee to the 
INTUC headquarters on dme, with¬ 
out bothering to find the reasons for 
the delay, the INTUC headquarters 
deckled to cancel the union's affiUa- 
tkm. Mr Tlwari did not lift a finger, 
happy that the union was at last an 
independent body. Realising bow 
they had lost a foothol^ the INTUC 
leadeis expelled Mr Tlwari from 

INTUC and are still trying to raow- 
tme control of the union with m 
help of criminal gangatera. Mean¬ 

while, Mr Bindeahwarl Dubey, who 
wM notorious for his treadwry 
among the workers, was removed 
from the presidentship of the union. 
The workers at Bhurkuoda recall how 
in 1961. when Mr Oubey became prw 
aident of the uni«i, be organtsefl • 
■logao-shouung protest luide tbe 
plant, perauaduig the workers to take 
part in it, while be aecretly oonuMn* 
ed against some workers and advised 
the management to throw thsm out. 
Sixteen workers were retnnetaad, 

and Mr Dubey, as president of tm 
workers' union, agreed to tbe mam 
agement's proMal for a review of 
the terms under which the workars 
were setting production incentive 
bonus . The whole manoeuvre was 
mwterminded, apparently, with tbe 
intention of arrangini condliatory 
talks about the incenttve bonus hei- 
warn the management and tbe wwlo 
erv—on the management's terms. Tba 
union finsity agreed to tbe manam’ 
ment's proposal for paying incenttve 
bonus for the production of every 
800 boxes of sheet glass, instead oi 
the previously agreed 500 boxes. Ac- 
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GwdiAg to the itrevioay ureenwat, 
bomu was paM separately Jw glaaa> 
cuttioi whereas io the new agree- 
nent this was merged with bonus for 
packing work. Utider the new agree¬ 
ment no overtime was to be paid, and 
any worker could be transferred by 
the manaMmeat at will Mr Dubey 
had definitely proved to be an asset 
to the management. 

Mr Uubey was, on paper, iwoved 
from the presidentshib of the union 
as of December 12, ls78. But after 
seven days, be issued a notice saying 
that a new committee would te form¬ 
ed by him on January 10, 197s. He 
had acted at the behest of the 
management, which aware of how 
helpful Mr Dubey could be, had 
promised recognition of the new 
committee. It was an old ruse — 
the management had used it btfore 
in 1966, when a workers* committee 
was, arbitrarily formed by lackeys of 
the management to get rid of an in¬ 
conveniently honest general secretary, 
Mr S. B. Singh. Now it was Uma 
Vacban Tiwari's turn, but ho refused 
to buckle under, and instead filed an 
injunction suit in court. Mr Dubey's 
move to form a new committee was 
blocked. 

Thus started a feverish conspiracy 
between the management, pMioe and 
mafia. Mr Bindesbwari Dubey sum¬ 
moned his trusted friends Mr Damo- 
dar Pandey, a so-called labour leader, 
Mr K. P. Singh, a prosperous con¬ 
tractor and general secrmary of the 
GIridih Diatrlct Ccmimss (I) Cm- 
mlttee and Mr Dadai Dubey, a noto¬ 
rious criminal from the Dskarlmdiara 
Colliery In Ranchi. They met at the 
famous Rajranw temple, and swore 
to recapture the union, ignoring the 
court's injunction. For mir opera¬ 
tion, they decided to enlist the help 
of one Mr Pathak, the police inspec¬ 
tor at Ramgaib, it a member of 
Mr Dubey's caste. On January 11 
this year Mr K. P. Singh, irith t^ 
help of bis 'pahelwans'. set up a 


ten tfnya. UtUe ll known ,aboot what 
inquiries the Chief Secretary made, 
but Mr Tlwari'a visit to the State 
capital apparently annoyed Uie DC 
and SP of Hasai^gta. On May 20, 
1979 a gang of thugs attacked the 
union office, in the course of a mee¬ 
ting of the office-bearers and mem¬ 
bers of the union. On May 21, 1979, 
the union office was forcibly occu¬ 
pied by some olminals saw to be 
supporters of Mr Bindesbwari Dub¬ 
ey. When a report was lodged with 
the police by representatives of the 
union not a single constable was tent 
to inquire abimt the affair until 
June 5, and those who were involved 
in the fordUe occupation and extor¬ 
tion of contributions from the woi- 
kers, escaped with Impunity. This 


was not surprismg, oonsMeriag tmgt 
a few weeks after ffw attack, 
nior member of the Ram Suadar OM 
Ministry had accepted an bnrttaticai 
for dinner at Mr K P. Singh's plMB.' ‘ 
Mr Singh’s hodal' coa necti o B a ink' 
not a secret. He falls back on 
whenever he needs to, as wbaa bM ; 
private army took over the Inoa- i 
Ashai Glass Company workeni',uakM| 
office. An Indication of the eaoiwtai 
power he commands can be fok |qnHl|; 
the fact that the atoveawatmmff 
Minister had Insisted mat be be 
cotnpanied Iw the local DC ahd w 
for the dinner Invitatian, and kCar 
introduced Mr K P. Singh to ffiwm 
as his brother-in-law. 

ARUN RANJAN, Pains 


l^irbirhe ao; 
cal DC and W 
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naga. The management 
approached the labour court, raqueat- 
ing it to recognise the newly-formed 
committee. Even top officials of the 
labour department at Pataa were 
bribed to issue favouraUe orders, 
but, thanks to the fhtervention of 
some weUwishers, Mr Tiwari's case 
could not be sabotaged. Mr Dubey's 
supporters then filed a writ in the 


order. Presently, under cover of this 
stay order, the polioe-'pahelwan 
combine oontlnuea to terrorise the 
workers. 

Sensing that the loosl administra- 
tioa had a soft comer for the oriml- 
nals. Mr Uma Vadisa Tlwari rushed 
to Pitas to appeal to the sentiments 
of prominent piditlca] leaders and 
officials about the plight of the wor¬ 
kers, but without re^—-at least to 
date. About seven tegtslators wrote 
to the Chief Minister requesting him 
to Investigate the matter, and ensure 
the safety of the families of Ml wo^ 
ken who weie supporten of Mr 
Thrait The CM la turn asked the 
Odef Secretary to inquire into the 
matter and suhinJt hit nport wttola 
















Washington's 

hookers 


ROSS BEATTY, writing from 
America's capital city, 
tries to discover the various 
sociai backgrounds of the giris who 
walk the streets there. 


rif ♦ 
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‘'Y«ah.” be said. 

“What you got to spend?” 
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“OK, baby, let's go” 

“Wait a minute, wait a nunute,” 
RR sputtered. “Wbat do 1 get for my 
money?" 

“Hatf and half' [fellatio and inter¬ 
course], she replied. 

“How much ume?” 

“As long as it takes im you to 
come. So you want to go uritb me 
or not?" 

RR paused, not wanting to appear 
to be a pushover. He looked at the 
whore with udiat be imagined was 


iAiJ ' MjQir* * I* 7f I rW 


N a late afternoon in 
August, RR walked down 
■ M Connecticut Avenue, in 
Waahingtoa, DC He turn- 
..Jad left on K Street, walk- 
w to i4th Street and mardied up to 
Theta* CJrele- His heart was beating 
and hard. Re thought to hhn- 
aelf that Snally be truly understood 
what the expreatioii “to have butter- 
Ilea in the stomach" meant. He 
gniaed the Drcle and walked op the 
EM dde of 14th Street. Kumerous 
wwMres in hot pants were standing on 
^ oomers, beckoning to him. calling 

w 


"Hey. Baby, you datina’” RR walked 
on—4ndomita«e, nomhal.mt “You 
have to check out the w.irc« before 
you choose one." he toUl himself, 
but the truth was th.it hr was too 
scared to make bis move 
Finallv, RR derided lh.«i he could 
proi rsstinate no longer; hr had to 
confront those butteril>ing fears He 
anproathed a girl standing near the 
doorway of a church. The girl wes 
small and cute, perhaps twen^ years 
old. a sepia senetbeart 




need my money now, baby”, the 
girl said, stepping towaros tfew wall 
of the church She looked around 
furtively, and, facing the wall, acxept- 
ed RR's $25. He fcdlowed her to the 
door of what seemed to be an aban¬ 
doned house, walked up the stairs 
and into a room. The room was smali; 
all it contained was a bed, wKh sheets 
that were rumpled and dirty. Late 
afternoon light was still streaking 
through the dirty window RR writh a 
feeling of mild terror, undressed with 
Sepia Sweetheart. While he lay 
supine on the bed, she performed 
feuatio In five minutes an older, 
bigger woman. Bronze Thrill, entered 
the room. She sat on the bed, next 
to the younger woman, handling BR’s 
penis. 





“Wbat's your aame?” die asked. 
'BR gave IL “Yon’re cute. You like 
: freaky sex?” 

[ RR feeling a little less scared 
Iberausc his vanity had been fed, told 
himself that he might as well do this 
all the way "Sure,” said he, feigning 
flippancy Bronae Thnll laughed Is 
she laughing at me^ RR wondered 
Then she asked him what kind of 
work he did ‘Teach school." he re 
plied "Write a little tet” 

"I had a teacher come to me last 
week Used to have another one 


them that RR’s time was over And 
the whores had probably diverted RR 
with ronversation so that they 
wouldn’t have to work wouldn’t have 
to perform the second half 

NOTUbR prostitute of 
about 21, with shoulder 
length hair and a flowing, 
ankle length diess, »p- 

..J roaclM& detectives 'nm 

Love and Jack Hardesty, and talks to 
Haidesty for halt an hour oi so After 
the conveisation Hardesty relates 
that the prostitute toM him that ahe 



too, said he was a professo or 
something ” 

"Do the same men come verv 
often?” 

"Sometimes " 

Sepia Sweetheart, Bronze Thrill and 
RR continued to talk, he lying naked 
on his back, they sitting beside him 
on the bed fondling him Hie girls 
talked about a new whore on their 
corner about how many rustomeis 
they had had yesterday, about how 
late they would work today BR. 
cursed by hubris, thought, "this is 
great 1 can really talk to these 
women They must like me” He did 
wonder, however, bow long his re¬ 
fractory penis would consent to stay 
ing erect and when bis new friends 
would deliver the second half of the 
half and half 

Meanwhile the conversation turned 
to domestic concerns RR told the 
whores about his ex-wife and dtild 
They hstened attentively and men¬ 
tioned their ovm diilaren, ail the 
time rubbing and fondling Sultan RR 
Khan with his concubines 

But then a man'a voice came from 
downstaira. Without a word, Sepia 
Sweetheart aud Bronae Thrill dressed 
nuiddy, end descended the stairs 
After waltinx a few minutes, RR went 
down to looik for the girls Ihoy had 
vanisliad. The ^Is* pimft Rll re- 
elnod, must have Men caUmg up to 


h<is wanted <n bieak loose from her 
pimp to go back home to Pitisburgb, 
but has lx,cn afraid to 11 she tried 
to do that what will hi i pimp do to 
hei ’’ Hardesty promised bei that it she 
would testify against tar pimp be 
could iK‘lp her by indicting the pimp 
and bv giving her polici protection 
She said she’d think about it 

At 7 30 the next morning, outside 
the cafeteria where Haidesty and 
Love have just finished eating break 
fast, the prostitute from Pittsburgh 
runs up to Hardesty and hugs him 
‘Im going to do K,” she blurts 
“I ro going bark to Pittsburgh This 
man I met tonight, he’s going to help 
me'” Haidesty rongratulates her, and 
tells her to call him li she has any 
trouble He smiles and looks tatberly 
The next week the girl from Pitts 
burgh is out on the street again 
‘ Uocsn t that make you fed that 
you re wasung yout timc^" Haidesty 
IS asked 

"Yeah, sometimes it does,” be re 
plies "But at least we've made a 
start with her Maybe next tune ahe 
leally will fo to Pittsburgh. Can't 
erpeit no miracles” 

Tim Love and Jack Hardesty are 
in the Prostitution Enforcement Unit 
ot one oi the districts in the Washing 
ton DC Pbhee Department. What D 
unique about Love and Hardesty's 
role in the unit is that thev do sot 


try to arrest prostitutes aad caiato' 
nii^s ("Johns”! for soliating, m 
fact, they joke with prostitutes about 
their woi k, and when they bear a girl 
soliuting hve feet away from them, 
they don’t bat an eyend. Hma. n 
typical remark from Love and Bard- 
estv to a girl atrolltng past tlmm on 
the sidewalk is "Yon doing any food 
tonight, Sandyv” (or whateimr the 
gill’s name is), "You should be, 
because you been out here sinoa three 
o'clork'’’ Or to a irirl getting out of 
a lohn’s car. “Hara to Keep dear ot 
all that traflic, isn't iti” Once, when 
d prostitute was talking to one of 
the ieniale police decc^a, Hardeaty 
said to the prostitute, “Honey, you 
should stay away from that omcer-. 
she’ll lead you to a life crime.” 
And generally the prostitutes laugh 
at these rcmaiks 

The reason Hardesty and Love re* 
late to the whores in tUs way ia 
explained by the latter. "Our Job 
IS to protect the proatitutei who «re 
being taken advantage of’*—to protect 
them from customers occanonally 
and from pimps usually. One of the 
main ways that Hardesty and Love 
do this is by getting the phnps put 
in jail, or by scaring them enough ao 
that they leave town. “We have to 
have the giils on out side,” Love 
explains “So Jack and I get to know 
people, know their names, say hello. 
People like that We want the girls 
to think, 'When I'm in trouble I can 
go to Love and Hardesty.’ they 
won’t come to ua it they think we’re 
typical asshole policemen who ride 
around in a scout car So we hardly 
cvei at rest girls—we get more infor¬ 
mation that wav. We never arrest 
tht m ioi soliciting. But we will lodk 
up a girl if we know she’s a juvei^. 
or it we know that her pimp has Jitat 
conic up from Memphis or some- 
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Sirsilk Suitings 
and Shirtings 
are class- 
produced to 
add a new 
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Wear Sirsilk 
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Md we have mmetiiiBC oo 

hiot." 

As part of tbeir job Hardesty and 
Love keep notebooks, which they cnll 
their “books." on whores and pimps. 
In these records they enter names, 
addresses and phone numbers, both 
real and phony. They also enter any 
other important information they can 
obtain, like what pimp a particular 
■ ng for, M- what 
or whore has been 
nscquently, Hardesty 
and "Love know their charges: after 


whore is working 
offences a pinm 
charged with. Coi 


_ r* 

one well-spoken prosutute has talked 
with them, they remark, “She's 
smart, isn't, she? She’s been to 
college.” And another time they com¬ 
ment about a particular girl with a 
pretty face and black hair framing 
pearly wbite skin: “She don’t look 
it, but that girl is hard. A wmp 
conned her, made her that way”. 

Hardesty and Love are both In 
their early thirties, Love a couple of 
years older than Hardesty. Wbrn 
Hardesty is working on the street, be 
generally wears informal clothes, 
things Uke boots and blue jeans His 
brown hair, longish and tousled, is 
reccing at his forehead, and thinn¬ 
ing on top; he wears a beard Near 
the corner of his right eye is a scar, 
and when he jokes his blue eyw 
twinkle and laugh. . 

Love's appearance is entirely 
different. He wears sports jacket 
and sla^, and keeps his JFK-length 
hail neat. His hair is beaming 
silvery, but unlike Hardesty s is still 
full.' He is clean-shaven. His 
laughter is restrained. 

In conversations with whores Love 
talks about bis wife, his son in 
school, the remodelling job he is 
doing on his basement. “I’m just an 
ordinary guy," he is saving, "so you 
don't have to be afraid of me . And 
with the prostitutes he uses a stan¬ 
dard line: a girl passing him greets 
him with. "How you dom . 

“TerrlWe." he will reply. T>Bm- 
ble.” He always gets a laugh. 


-lUBY is sHting at the 

counter ci a coffee shop. 
Gracing the chairs arqund 
one UUe are two white 
prostitutes with a young 
immaculately-dressed blade man, pro¬ 
bably their pimp. At another table 
■it a bearded elderly man in a wheel¬ 
chair and a woman of about the 
same age. who is dressed iu sn oM, 
dumpy dress. At the counter, 6n one 
side of Ruby, is a young white man 
reading a book; on her other side are 
two policemen sipping coffee. A tall 
black prostitute is paying for hot 
chocolate. It's FtMay night. eJeven 
o’clock. 

The beef barbeque aandwidi Ruby 
had ordered has Just been placed in 
front of her. Specks oi burnt bar- 
beque are scattered through the meat 
sauce; with her fork Ruby deliberate, 
ly Ssbes out every black mote. Then 
she begins to eat slowly, taking small 
bites. Ruby seems iu an evil mood. 
' Last night I didn't even break luck” 
(gat a customer throughout the even- 
iuiO. she complains. “Went home 
broke.” 


She grew up in North Carolina, and 
was married there when the was 17 
years old. After five years of mani- 
age and two children (now staying 
with relatives back home), Ruby was 
divorced. Now she is again living with 
a man, though this time sbe^s not 
married. Her man used to drive for 
Metro; was laid off because of an 
accident He has had two and a half 
years of college, plans to finish his 
Bachelor’s degree and currently is 
studying real estate. How does he 
earn a living? “By dealing dime,” 
Ruby replies, (the sceptical interview¬ 
er. RR, however, wonders how mudi 
money Ruby gives her man, money 
from whoring.) 

“With my old man,” Ruby says, 
“it’s hard for me to talk about the 
way I feel. So when I'm ^set about 
something, I’ll drink. Then 1 can 
talk to him, then I can really talk 
some stuff to that man. But he say& 
1 should be able to tell him the way 
1 feel without having to drink to do 
it.” Ruby’s mother died when she 
was a (wld. So her father (who 
served 21 yean in the anny and sow 
works as a security guard), along 
with various relatives, raised her. At 
first, telling her father and others in 
her family that she was whoring was 
hard for Ruby. “But I figured I was 
25 and old enough to do what I 
wanted.” she said, ^‘and anyway, I’m 
only going to do this for a short 
time, for the experience. My grand¬ 
mother, she would have done the 
same thing.” 

“Grandmother on my father’s sMe,” 
Ruby amtinues, suddenly excited, 
“her father, niy great-grandfather, 
was half Indian and half Mack, and 
my great-grandmother was full-blood¬ 
ed Indian. Ruby's great-grandparents 
were sharecroppers, she said, and the 
overseer used to curse out the share¬ 
croppers all the time. "Once he was 
giving my great-grandparents trouble 
m their own house, and grandmother 
was there. She was only 16, luit she 
told that man off. So he made her 
leave her parents’ bouse, and at that 
young age she went out to work.’ 
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HEN Rulw first came out 
on the street, she remem¬ 
bers. she was scared “1 
didn't know the pMlce 
from the whores (pio- 
nounced by Ruby and ber co-workers 
u ‘hoze’J. That’s why 1 tell new 
gills on the street what to do. Some 
old girls won't talk to the new ones, 
because they say the new ones are 
competition. But I try to help them 
out’’ 

Ruby, wbc is black, says that there 
are more and more white girls on 
Flesh Street They all have black 
pimps, whom they give all their 
money to, and she says K’s common 
for a pimp to bring his girls down 
from New York, “A lol of them are 
young." sbe says, "and some are 
runaways One girl—1 think she was 
17 years oW—-was taken home just 
last week ” However, KR remembers 
that a white whore be talked to. 
Beth, told hfm that hardly any of the 
white girls were runaways lYuto is 
indeed slippery. Or maybe there are 


oa Flesh Stmt more radd IMMgiM 
than teem appanot Ruby aayt nm 
a lot of biaoc whores letent the 
white imes, “became aometinMia 
Johns give $M) to a white and 
only $25 to a Uad( girL” Ruliy haa 
other oomplaints. too. “SomedfflM 
white customera ("johna") wait for 
^e white whores to fhtl a b with 
their customera and even thongs sa 
black girls stand there right next to 
those men, they don't ask any of iia 
for a date." But the worat racial In¬ 
sult had occurrdl Juat a few daira 
before. Ruby and a white proatituU|, 
along with their Johns, had entered 
a trick house together; “the vice 
I police vice squad] let that white 
girl go up the atairt,” Raby atya, 
“but wouldn't Id me." Yd. deapits 
the racial sUghta suffered by Ratar. 
RR baa seen her late at niiAt 
cab fare to a white girl who nadnt 
broken luck. 


On the comer writare Rulv atimda, 
policewomen and poUoenen, working 
as decoys, abound. So Ruby makea 
sure she doesn’t aoUdt anyone who 
might be a new policeman on the 
street. And about Che poUcewmnM 
she says, “They don't make aa much 
as 1 do. Besides, they work nights ent 
here on the street and have to go to 
court during the day. What's more, 
they have to pay taxes, and I donx 
So I’m sure 1 end up wMh more 
money than them ” 


Ruby s prices.' standard for Flesh 
Street, are $20 for fellatio, $2S For 
interrourse, $30 for both (called 
"half and hair’). Because intercourw 
K easier and cleaner than felldio, 
for a while Ruby tried to dtarge 
for intercourse, $25 for fellatio. But 
since her customers couldn’t aJduat 
to her revolutionary new rate adio- 
dull-, she bad to dbange her fees 
bark to normal. 


A standard ruse, Ruby cocplaina, fCr 
squeezing more money out of a hap¬ 
less trick is to agree to “go wi a 
date" for o certain, amount of 
money, without specifying what tibe 
customer is going to get. “1^‘a any 
you do it for $25 plus $6 for the 
room Then you only do a blow Job, 
and tell the trick if be wants (Utf, 
thing more he'll have to pay for It** 
Still, Ruby maintains that she has “■ 
lot of bean. 1 try to do my JM> 
welt, so I talk td men. Tbey tell me 
alMUt their wives, tbeir kiqa, their 
problems ’’ About half of her custo¬ 
mers, she says, are white, and though 
white men do have mwe money to 
spend than their bladi countemarta, 
“th^ like to do all kinds of kinkv 
stuff weird kinds sex. yon know.' 
Yet Ru^, who wofks im 14th Street 
below Thomas Giiclc, still prefers to 
work there rather than above the 
Curie, where the trade is mainly 
black "Too many junkies up there, 
she says "I’d be scared.” And not 
only that : "The girls up there 
don't look as good as they do down 
heie They want to stay In tbeir own 
rias,'!, so they date low class men 
Below Thomas Cirde girls can datr 
a higher class of men. And that's 
because we’re a highqr dais of 
woman than those girls up there. 
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A mong tbe film people 
who «D enthutiutlcally 
nllied togetber aa<i 
formed tbe Netional Party, 
there ia at Iraat one peiioc 
wbo la dead aerioua 
•bout the cx>mmltmeot 
he has taken up Dw 
itnaiuL At least be ia 
visibly active about the 
matter and be it a party 
or function, wherever h» 
goes tbe National Party 
too itoes with him, when 


hi% name u announced 
b\ the MC Uiacuasions 
and meetings indicate her 
ti( activity—let's aea 
wlial (uithur progress they 
make and how Dev's suite 
at tlu Sun n Sand is fre 
qurntly ased for informal 
and impromptu discus¬ 
sions One of the first peu- 
olc to back out was Manoi 
Kumar he seemed un¬ 
decided about his patnotisir, 
at the final hour He pro 


babty feela that they also 
serve who are busy with 
fllnu 

L ike t had predicted 
in SUNDAY a few 
months ago, before 
Jayaprada hit the Bombay 
film scene, this South 
Indian actress has been 
unanimously declared the 
next luperstar to fill the 
void cauaed by Hema 
Malinl'a decline Her flrat 


film horpam la • auptw 
hit-and the face (plus a 
trim Snre and of couraa 
tbe tatent ahe haa aow 
display) will definitely 
launch a thousand films. 

It is only her initial 
iuctanoe to break away 
from Madras totally which 
might prove a damper to 
her progress, but tUnp 
could be fantastic both few 
her and tbe liiduatry-4 
mean we’d have no proUem 
•earchlng for the nant 
Number One, 


Ranjasia Kaur pahKs a prstty pioturs 


Ij^TH that one la n»- 
VV minded that yet as 
other Dharam-Utma film, 
Oil ha Haara baa been re¬ 
leased and no one noticed 
thist 



a fact that 
Chohrauarlp 


! t MuhuB Clukravariv 
and Huateeta are not hav¬ 
ing an affair They may 
share a warm relationship 
^ end act in a number of films 
I together, but there is no- 
5 thing more between them 
s And it suits them to be 
^ romantically paired off off 
c Bcreen also, as tbeir real 
I affairs are being coo- . 
9 cealed in the proreas. ■ 








KHAAS BAAT 


iiruEN Jovabbaratby 
W walked out oa film 
maker Harry Pothen 
luperstitioui trade pundita 
thought that Pothen’s 
lucky maacot had gom 
away fact, Potfaen'a 
Bre«(igloua cinamaacope 
turkey—aAIlodte ond tha 
Wonaerful Lamp— 
plummeted after aa ex- 
rellent opening but with 
jbr jackpot succeaa of 
Ifhakoia distributed in 
Keiala by Pothen dame 
luck IS smiliM on him 
again For Pothen, the 
suLbcss of fftakara also 
means something more 
than mere nchea Pratap, 
Harry » kid brother is the 
h('o ot the film Two 
\< ars ago Pratap tried 

I .iktng it big in hia own 
was under an independent 
,'>nn as the relationship 
bitwron the two brothers 
ivaantall that coidial befon 
thr Jayabharathy bnk was 
srapprd 

1 

CHil iD'i A'b calculations 
w to woo the box-offlee 
in lamtl Nadu nilsbred 
but shes making it big In 
Keiala bince she has ac 
opted character roles in 
i number of hlins, pioduc 
>(!« au keen on using hei 
tiknu She was soeu 
Kiintly in the Malay alam 

II make ot yciteryears 
lanil hit ^toyumam which 
14 doing very well 
'm>\het Siividva winner 

vs IS Idaeaihtyih Poociio 
Minda /'oocha in which 
she was cast opposite 
Muuhu tlH' tiliii was 
dtndefl by llanhaian, 
unt ot the most dependable 
uiMrtois in Kerala 
B ividva also owes quite 
■ bit to K K Vijaya iui 
“u. roles she gets 
^ijaya dotsn t go m lor 
Milayalam hlras these 
days as her market m 
lamii films has impioved 
*nd despite the tlow oi 
t'uli dinars into Kerala 
vialayalam produceit 
■int pay hei a quarUi of 
"hit she g€l4 In Madras 
I his IS precisiiy the leasoii 
wh Kamttlahaiun, who 
hist made it big in 
Malay alam films (though 
hr s a Tamil) and then 
slrufk 4 goldmine in Tamil 
films IS now rttalcJlianl 
to accept Maldsalam 
films 

•al^lLL Bbaraumja and 
1* Bhopyaroj stop fight 
mg the Silly ego battle'' 

One doesn i know who 



npHOUGH Konuta 

1 hiuon'a double role 
ia Kaltmm Ranm has 
lacrt$$ixi tbg flltt'a 
value, ha's a^blt warned 
(ffiat tbree or Halmkant's 
tiew ffifltt have dime 
bettgr than bis tm , 
^amabhasaR's) 
vamwm. and Neele, 
Helhiir^ $0 Kami} ia 

dkretlMN to mreot lour «r 
five ffliat ha he produced 
bv Hbn» 

1 AKMiMl mutt have 

Ls ceitamiy f'lt let 
down when her pet rarail 
movie Ohma talsfinii 
received a lukewarm 
recestton but the success 
of chasduBatk Lvmt 
in Kanmda, must have 
beottcued her since 

Anant Nag is her hero 
Though the aittcs have 
torn the film apart for 
not really being faithful 
to Tarasus novel, the 
audienrcs know when to 
Ignore the entire 



^ started this fight but ever 
since Bhagyataj, the 
dialogue writer turned' 
hero, started directing a 
film on his own. all kinds 
of stories ate circulating 
about him Now Bhagya* 
raj claims that stories 
and dialogues penned by 
him yvere lesponsible for 
the sudden and phenome* 
nat success of Bharatl* 
rata The latter swears 
that had he not given a 
chance to BhagyaraJ in 
Fudiya Varptigal and 
Nmm Manitha Pookol 
I BhagyaraJ wouldn't bave 
' made it big at all He bad 
the guts to take the rlska, 

I rlaims Bharatiraja, because 
I people can be peisuaded 
to see a Bharatiiam movie 
even it it is packed with 
greenhorns, 

Well, BhagyaroJ isn't all 
that pstablisned as 
Bharattiaja and hia figltt 
with Bbaratiraia may look 
silly to many, but Bnaratk 
ru|a isn t invincible bit 
newest rcleaie haant 
done well 

A ITLR having played 
the hero in a succeos- 
till film Koiryug a Koaaaa 
' bimu years back Ibengoi 
dimtiosan was i.onflned 
11 tomii and villainish roles 
Jloyw V* r last year he 
iiiidt .1 ttiong bid to be 
niciptid us the hero and 

III! tiiiii ibmmu Rangon 
IS a modi St surtess 
till ami thing happened 
V th V Vtniniuatnu 
minrlv blit Midging by 
Ui( lullustii buxoifici 
' ii I lion rhiiigii will have 
I ' fit iiidird pi lying 
sii 1 1 oirn dv rob s 

'"pv\o vtdis ago when 
k \f<»R showed some 
inti rest in her career, 

It iuoktd «k ii Pttdmoprtya 
would do well in Tamil films 
but as the film Madurm 
I ta iundra Fandyan 
(lib iandt d at the box-office, 
( Kimi wa. foittd to rush 
I Kuiiai ka which was 
lfi( n (nioying a moyie boom 
‘iiut thi Kannada film 
•naK'ts hue to prewmt 
w< Ik heioine< oupovitf 
till It big stai Rajkumat, 
I’ddma s market picked up 
Shf IS i)mj trying to conso- 
liUati her position in Kerala 
but the iKfnt lelcase 
Pattiratc orn of those 
ninies whirh sought to 
ifiow the wburi as a para 
gon oi M tur didn 1 cause a 
sen‘d‘ion 

PIOUSJI 
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The kiog of ragas—the raga of kings 


L’EMRNlEaECTR'ONrCS; 
JHE PRACTICAL WAYi 


«• *0 • 

Itwn 
Hi 7 QQ 


AvtOfISfl 

)ta«« 

At 77$l • 




) taM 
Rt 1«0 




It 


'DO-IT-YOURSELF 

ELECTRONIC TRAINING KITS 


Tktu MW iiylf Knt will iniblt bnyMit i* hiy* » imi 
tmtertlinding >1 ll((U«nic« 

M*li« yaw awn tuMiHM with tht htlg al (tag ky (tap 
InitiiKtian Manoat Na piayiaui bnawladga » latiaiirt 
Imagina tba ikiiil ol (aying I hava naba it myialfl 
iMtilatat Ilka IHII tUTAMATICS INS VAISUHA 
ani ITI hava baiad tbait cawaai an Jaikmg Kita 
0 «i Samca aaparlwant will katp yau thiaaph ant 
aa that yoa will navat laaa yaa< maMy 
I * Fatltya h 1 i»> tilia 

! flaaw •••(«• Hitiiattiaii Mimal FJ l lana f 11 Ink FI I (•■<( H amylilw' 0 
ll aa aatlMini I ) At i f«i MW ai) Itaa Mamil [T] At la Iti ] Atna a amabliw Mtnui p 

M«it„-- f 

laaaittt ______ 0 

1 




I IUm kitili Itlltiit 

111 aa li^lh Mliiliaa I will taak tai Ikt (11 ky V A K tatiait AattMa at At til 


401 


MfL NAVftHARAT RADIO AOEMCiiS 

Buaan Induatiial latale Sawn Bombay 400 01 h 


• BOMMV (I) Akhaialii > Ml tntfia a Hobby Cantra t)| Bombay Taya 

a lANCAlont ll)Uiii««i(l (Inttianica (?) Kanchan Bakia Caian a MlASBiiR 
Skyam (itnaial blaiat a COCHIN tanipanaiita b Oaauti a CALICUT {IJNaA 
tlarltuali 1^1 Ratia (.tuny a COIMBATOAt liman Irakmi Ca a CANHANORt 
Sankai Rakia U a CALCUTTA |1) Amltan (lariianKi ITI laAia a Habby Caaira 
GUNTUR kyyila ilatliinKt a CAUHATI Aa«l Srai a HUNtl Gabhala Apaaciaa 
a HVDERABAO (.antial Muntal Man a JAIPUR Ankiat LlaritaaM a KARIN ABA 
r b N MwHit bin a KOIIATAM |M Mam B Ca |I| J J Llturaaiat 
a MANBAIORI Mannbat Hakio Haata ai MABRAS Ciawa (larttaaitt 

• MVtORE Athiik (tatiioni t a MADURAI I) Uniyaiiit Ttatfan |2| Raiabaa Rabia 
Sfwita a NAGtRCOIl bundyi Htam Ca a ROONA |l| Kmg (lotttaaKt (2) Salat 
Ratliat ()) Ilia lltc’ioaut a QUIlON Many a Rakta Sktvuaa a RANCNI 
Jiyani ApawiM a TRICHY ()i biian Rakia |2| NakiaCantra • VISNARHARATIMM, 
RKia Ham a VUAYAWAOA fmtiMai 


“In this record, I have 
played for you Raga Darbari. 
...Since my childhood, 

1 have had many associations with 
this raga. Its vastness has 
always filled my imagination... its 
special character, one 
of majestic beauty and grandeur, is 
best suited to performance 
in the late evening. I hope you enjoy 
listening to this record as 
much as 1 have enjoyed recording it.” 



RAGA DARBARI U 

USTAO AMJAD ALI KHAN "■ 


p SAROO 



RAGA DARBARI 
USTAD AMJAD ALI KHAN 

On a H MV Stereo LP ECSD 2824 

Other tugas on stereo by the artiste 

Desh/Kiranranjani EASO 1316 
Miyanki MalharEASD 1330 
Durga/Nandkauns EASD 1348 
SughraiKanada/Jhmjhoti EASD 1359 
Rageshwari/Kirwsni EASO 1405 
Shrae EASD 2542 
Bihag/Pilu ECSO 2801 


HMV 


His Master^ V»ice 


•C34«-> 
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the crisp tea^me ^vDurile 




XARETYI 


chess 



Maan (WMM) to m o— 

■ ( to i' 0lm€k‘» IKh mo — 


Tlw odd ooupto 

SOME thr— ywH* ago I had a amrm •gai—' 
tha Qannan grandmaatoi Hamut PtIagBr 
which toahirad an IntoraatinQ and unuaual 

Ktoa 

WhHa Stoan Btach Pnogar 
MontUla-Mofll— 197B Caro-Kann Oatence 
1 0-IU.P-aB3.XP—CM.0-04.3 PaP, 
PaP. 4 P-OB4. M-Mn. X 14-CNa, 
P-IC3. • N-B3.B-K3, 7 PaP. NaP, 0 
B-03, •*—083. 9 0—0, 0-0.10 B-Mf, 
M-aa, 11 p—ORO. 0-0*13. ia n—ksi? 

B—N3. Aroaptanca of tha pawn aacrlfloa 
would ba vary flaky in vlaw of 12 NaP 
13 B—K3< ifiraalaning BxN foUowad by 
BkP-t. whila12 NxN 13 PaNrktody 
fawoura Whitt (OiAaRAM) 

13 B Ml Thia id— waa not in lact original 
but atammad from an aarliar gama Val 
imironc-Hon If 13 NaN 14 BxB 
R—N1 than aimply IS PaN win* a piaca 
Pfiagaf piayad mm 

tX .0-B1, 14 BaB, QaB, IB NaN, 
QaN. 10 P—OS Eaploning tha pm which 
fu* appaarad on tha K fiia 
10 . O—B8,17 0-4C2. QaO, IXBaO 

Here it would appear that While la winning a 
pawn but PftaM found a raaouioa 
10 . KB-K1I 10 PaP. PaP, Now 20 i 

RaP can be mat by 20 BaRP< 21 
RaRt RaRthr—tenlngmala *oIinattad | 
rhoae the quiatar 20 B—02 maintaining a , 

amall advantage Black avanlually draw but 
nol without difftcuity I 

If often happens that an inierosbng Id- 
such — this will be lapaatad by other 
players In aubaaquant gam— but it was not 
to ba ao not at la—I until vary raoentty In 
lha Anglo-Qarman match which I wrott i 
about last weak John Nunn ach i eved the [ 
ramarkabl* t—t of not only reproducing the ' 

same id— mdapandantly (he did rtot know i 
of my gama against Pflagar) but doing so | 
wHh the black ptao— I know of no other | 
cam of the same id— being played first with 
White then with Black Hare is the other 
hs*t of a vary unusual duo 
White Oarga (Germany) Black Nunn 
(England) 

Angio-Ueiman Match Ft—Ihan Hall I 
Oil—n a Pawn Game 1 

1 N-ICB3. IB-KB3. X P-04. P-OBd, 3 
P~aB4,P-K3.4 P-ia.P-04.B PaOP, 
KPaP. C B-K3, N-a3. 7 0-0. PaP, B 
NaP,B-03.B »»—OBXO-O.IO N-BX 
n—« 1 , 11 p-om. IB-m Oimpara this 
position wHh the di^am It Is exactly the 
same aaoapt toaf ooiaura ha— bean ra—r 


sad and Black hto otnitttd the mo— 

p 0 R3 

IX B—NX B-BBIIX BaB. Darga facets 
tha more ctrcumapacl 13 O—Bl arhich 
Pflagar pla—d agaM ma In lact tham is an 
ImportantolHaiisnoa afttrlS O—Bl BxB 
14 QaB NaN. IS QaN P—OS 16 
Q-BS. 0-K2 17 OxQ RaO following 
(srith oolows r a — r e a d ) Siaan-Pfiagat the 
laaouroa IB KH—K1 PaP IB PaP RaP 
20 8 a RP no longar —Isis — dw— Is no 
pawn on QR3 to taka Black having omHttd 
lha mo— P—OR3 

IX . .NsNtlXO-BXNkB'f.IXOkNI. 
B—NS Black stands d—rty baittr Tht 
Immadlatt thr—l Is 16 N—OBI 

IX B-NX P-OB, 17 P-KRX P-OB. IX 
O-OX BsH, 16 PaX I4-N4, 30 BsN 
The knlghi must ba aUmlnattd betora H 
do— any damage but lha major piaoa 
ending nltofs Whitt vary poor proapaUs 
ax , BsB, 31 K—BX 0-03, 33 
»-fCN1, R~OB1. 33 0B-O1. B—CM; M 
P—M, O-Of-i-, 36 K-RI, B~4M, SX 
B-OB1, BaR, 37 RaX P-ICm. 6 X 
O-BX P-07. at R- 01 , <3-03, SX 
K-«X il-OO; 31 Ch-4CX O-NB. tX 
P—B4 A slip though WhHa w— arqfway 
devoid of any useful mov— 

33 . B—CM! WhHa raaigna If 13 0-«C2 

R—N6-ilor33 OaP 0-ICR4I 

MICHAEL STEAM 


bridge 


WHEN In doubi play tha long auK and a— 
what happaiM la a principle thel M Henk- 
eon Gray lha famous British player of the 
IQSOs and 1B60s uaed to adopt with gi—I 
aittct He would ha— laralad 6 NT on ihki 
d—I sHhough the vorlafions of the eraf 
game oouM hardly ba lotea—n 


D—lai North Lo— all 
♦ A f r 3 
B A 7 2 
4 A K 7 5 

41 a 7 


B 6 6 4 
B 06S43 
• 64 

« K 10 3 


N 

W E 
S 


4i K 10 B « 
B J 10 6 

e 7 

« 16 4 3 2 


4i O 2 
B K 5 

• O 110863 

* A Q 6 


Six Oiamorrds by North can ba dateattd 
by a chJb lead Six Diamonds by South can 
ba made on any lasd if dadaier loHowa 6 ia 
bast bna but in a pairs SNT Is a natural 
contrart 

CShring nothing away W—t leads tha 6 of 
diamonds Thera are only tan uk ks on lop 
The b—I way to tackle lha sped— is lo lead 
low from dummy If E—i h— lha king ha 
must slthar duck rr let you make mr— 
tricks In tha auil So you lead a spade from 
tha labia E—I correctly ducks and you 
make the Ouaan Now you play off fl— 
rounds of diamonds arriving al Ihw post 
Hon 

* A J 7 

B A 7 2 

♦ - 

* 6 

*8 M A K 10 6 

B086 ggig BJ10 6 

A K to 3 * A J 

A 2 

B K 6 

• 8 

A A O 6 


What IS W—I lo throw on the I—i 
diamond 11f a rlub ha allows South to make 
sserondi'iririnetiibs if a h—r> ha anpowM 


Itto padnsr to 8 BtfOsHn (AcM of Ofllbx thtoi 
ttti—rounds of ItMHiitt MW awy) BoW—t 
throws his • of spad—and dummy flto 6 at 
dubs ttow East is under ilwhamNwr.wtwi* 
a—r ha do— He oan ap—a a Iwwt tor litt 
momant but than SoiiBi c t to h — Aoa ol 
ckiba A— and King of h—rW, and toads a 
low spade to tha 7 and 6 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



TO MAtbC the 7Sth ann i —i s aiy of lha Bah 
grade newspaper PstMfkx a apaoW 3-dlnais 
stwnp h— bean isauad In Vugaatavtt. Ns 
design raproduo—dw ffoni page ol tha Nrtt 
las— of the n s w s p spar Founded by torn 
brothars Vladistav and Oarko fUbnikar 
Poiltika h— iwloa bean forced to auanand 
publlcaMon orwa during lha Flfal World 
War arhsn Safbia ams oocupfod by Austro- 
Hungsrian and Bulgarian tore—, and a 0 dn 
ufKiar lha Qannan ooeupallon durtng the 
SiKond World War 

Uaafui hkitt on dwoaing an album and 
diaplaying stomps to tha bast advanlaga am 
oonlainad In a new guUa Haw to A rr aags 
aad W itto u p a BSsm C to flaed— . by Blarv 

layPhiHHrsandC P wig (Stantoy O i i bbo n a 
32 pp 1^) E—n axpariancad pMlatoHato 
wW And aoma h alp h il advios on thla Impor- 
tarn aspaci at dw hobby 





A NEW 20-oanis Stamp from Australia marks 
the ISOIh snni—rsary ot Ihs Stttt of Wsfl 
srn Ausirsila knemn orMnally — tha Swan 
Rl—r S attlama n t Tha colony's e m ble m lha 
Black Swan w— (—lurad on Western 
Auatratla s first stamps Issued in 1884 and 
on akneart a—ry later la a ue betora the Intro 
ducilon of the uniflad Commonwealth 
asrtta In 1613 The only axosplions wara 
(I—higK-valua atampa of 1602 which had a 
potlran of Ouaan Victoria A slyllaad swan 
tha Butts official aitmvarsary eymboi 
forms lha d—ign of tha new stamp Tha 
Aualralian Poal ONI— Is al— issuing a 
bookM /Mmisining one ol the sttmps and 
an ouflina hiffory ol lha poatai sarvto— m 
W—tarn Australia Osttits of fhb and other 
phNattiiT sou—nifs can ba obtained from 
•ha Auatraiian Stamp Builatin P O Box 286 
bouth Matboums Vir 3205 Australia 

CW HiU 
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( 6)^1 


That's nothing surprising 
to those who ve experi 
enced the many hues of 
our hospitality Thoroughly 
friendly Totally profes¬ 
sional with luxury to match 

Ideal for ouaste on a budget 

Instant rasaivation 
CsU airoei Madras 

2 J 08 S 0 / 2310 bt Bombay 
S 126 b Bangalora 

66 4062 Naw Oalhi 

263667 Calculta 


Re>icf«ft4 V HMd 

UmjMV WfTMN rOUR 
mMOi 



gj k taSl R Sfiin 


Iv '• 


MMlfM «00 DOS 

Pfiww Bw oei Telti ? 4 H 

A O WITM ftlAJU 

roMKJurs 


|EH 


AboonfromBRUIANT 


5 MONTH 
INTEGRATED 
POSTAL COURSE 
FORMBBS Mi 
ENTRANCE 
EXAMS (1980) 
ALL OVER INDIA 


HK3HUGHTS 

OWwn i aiiw Santa aa IMbcal C DSait i 
aaS tkaa fnaaaca Etaaa 
OmUIMT S IMMS nusr S aaawait 
M d yan aaa n a i iin 4 fi ht MaOrd 
aykOaa O 4 Qaaauaa Bank a( 3600 
OkncUva Itpa Daiautni Onacila In 
dtyaatal Qaanana Etaan 
Shan Anwar* Obaclna 




^BRILLIANT 
TUTORIALS 


13 Mataaman* Mudafc Si T Magar 
MathaaSOOOU Minna 442099 


IMS VARAMASI 
ST JOHN-t lANGAdMI 
ANDHRA raaOESH 
OMAR 

HMACHAl MAOCSH 
MADHVAniAKSH 



COURSE 
COMMENCES 
NOVEMBER 
Admission 
Now on 


Also BRHUANrS 5 MONTH POSTAL COURSE 
FOR IT ENTRANCE’80 from Nov'79 


IAS PRELIM'80 

BRILUANT S Study Ptpsrs snd Qusstian BMik iway 
Rvaibfch ontha (tatiwials Physct Ptycbohiov Soaohny 
Mwn Hiitsry.Pottical ScMncs.Botmy.Zootogy.EcoMiiiiK 


AIM ^ ^ Brdtamo ssnsttionalnswiMMlilv 

EX AM AO Msgaim of Gwisral Stuihet- 

- 20 iwias tram Jan tsn 


lata A dmmi a m for HT a MBBS Entranca counti uota 20th Nov 


If even Saridon can’t 
relieve your headache, consult a doctor. 


Oiu' Sundoit (niK kly 

lUMll.K Ih' 

•UVrlV I 'MV . V<’'1 
r < ‘I. I K( M I , II K ) I (■! I I ",t t> •( I 

!i( -s llOW(;V('I 

.'1 tu'.lil.u'lu { .III hr 
'■.o '.I’vcic oi MiihiKnn 



tliiit i.'vrii S.iiidon 
in.iy iMiii liclp 

Al sill h tini'.’S 
consult /) (i(M tuf Let 
1 ho do; /I (:t >r 
whnt s IKitit toi yoi) 


Saridon 

ttOCMf 


The strong one.The safe one. 
Just one is enough. 
























RET 




pnffi r» 30 loi th« •ntry givvn ftr»l without comment 


KNCHI; The offiicer-in<har)ie of 
e Rani police station in the Kbunti 
iMlivision of Ranchi district had tc 
ay for the bribe that he allegedly 
tok from an old Adivasi woman, 
olunteers of the Jharkhand Party, 
hen they learnt of the incident, 
the officer in custody. They tied 
V officer with ropes and paraded 
im from Rania to Tapkara, a distance 
* 16 kms. Hie officer is said to have 
nfessed his crime before the people’s 
urt. Senior police and civil officers 
cm to Tapkara and tried to persu- 
le the militant crowd to hand over 
he policeman to the proper authori- 
es. But the volunteers resisted the 
emand and took him to Khunti, 
rhere they handed him over to the 
aurt of a magistrate. The senior 
olice Superintendent. Mr Y. N. Sri 
astavB, said that the officer had been 
runsferred from Rania and a depo'i- 
nental inquiry had been instituted 
iainst him—The Statesman ^udia 
utta. Rourkela) 


ia abroad 


KANSAS CITY: As a young farm 
boy in India, Pandurang Patil dreani' 
ed of America the beautiful. Todav 
lies in a Kansas City hospital, 
ralysed by a* bullet near bis spine, 
ed by a boy in a robbery. "When 
I came to America, it had been a 
place of inspiratioa for me for a long 
time", Patil spoke weakly from his 
hod in the .surgical unit of Truman 
Medical centre. With a sharp mind 
and a Govenunent scholarship, he 
finally realised his dream of coming 
to America. He made his home in 
Kansas City. ,in America's Midwest 
began working towards a law 
deifree. Patil worked days as a mu- 
^ajpal court baliff and nights as a 
desk derk at a motel to finance his 
studies. It was there that his Arne- 
riran dreaun turned into a nightmare 
‘‘This is a stickup Jobbery)", a youn^ 
man In his early m aanouncea ear 
her this week. A young accomplice, 
m^ be (wly 14, waved a handgun at 
ip The oMer robber started to put 
1 ffluk on hit face. Then he turned 
to bit yotiager partner and command- 


TIPTUR: The bus stand here was 
the arena of a brief but unique tug- 
of-war between a bull and a group of 
people on October 21. Narasimhaiah, 
a postman, led the group of people. 
The bout with the bull was over a 
cluster of money-order forms it want¬ 
ed for its breakfast. The bull won. 
The animal caught Narasimhaiah un¬ 
awares troni behind while he was go 
ing about his work. It caught bold 
of sis to seven money-order forms, 
won the bout with the "opposition", 
.swallt’wcd Ibc "booty" and bolted 
The incident left the postman on the 
losing side, with a, long face—Peccun 
Hcmld, Chanda Begum, Chithradurga 
MADRAS: For Nalnii (21) and 

Sundaraninial (28), it was a revolt 
against their tradition-bound Brahmin 
society when they chose to marry 
two Harijan youths, Narasimhan and 
Krishnan, lespectivelv. The relative 
of the two gills did nut attend the 
w.'-dding, performed on October 26 
But the couples were honoured by the 
presentV of a stiing ot dignitaries, in- 
(liiding the Governor, Mr Prabhudas 
Patwari the Petroleum and Chemical 
Minister, Mr Bala Pa jailor, the Tamil 
Nadu Hadfan Weltarc Minister, Mr 
P Souridarapriiidyini and the Hand 
looni.s Minister, M'- .Subbalakshnii 
Jagadisan, who weshed them a bliss 
ful married life. The couples were 
among 89 rrthers who were marriiKl at 
the same function. All were inter 
(d.ste iiiaiTiago.s which were conducted 
under the aicspicivs of the Working 
Woiivn’s Forum ~ Tmn-a nf India 
(Ravin .Sheptierd, Nepal) 


ed “shoot him”. "The younger fellow 
shot me. I fell down. . They did 
not take any money ’. Detectives sa.s 
there are few leads in the case and 
no suspects. Neurosurgeons say Pa- 
til’s paralysis mav be only temporar). 
If the bullet simply bruiser! the spi 
oal cord, it can heal. If the .spine i.v 
severed. pro.spects are worse. A wer-k 
to ten days will tell. Patil .says u-' 
iite has given him a more bardeiird 
view of America. "My whole house 
was burgled four or five times", he 
related. But it never bothered me 
that much. 1 was never home at the 
time and 1 was never physically as¬ 
saulted or threatened." His idealism 
tarnishad. his future clouded, i’atil 
offered some berlside advice: "The 
people of this country should realise 
—and should realise as .soon as po.s- 
sible — that in freedom, you an- 
going too far. Laws are not strictly 
enforced. Punishment is not verv 
strict ’The penal system seems gear¬ 
ed to the rights oi the defendant. 
There is very little protection for the 
victim”—/ndian Expreu. 


HE (banjay GaoiUii) is an extre¬ 
mely austere person, ehnott Rri* 
tatmgly so for others like ns who 
are Jess austere — Mrs. C w dh f 

THE only issue (in West Bengal) 
! is Indira Gandbi. The CPKAU ia 
a nun-issue — Gum Khan Cnan- 
dhari, president, Wnt Bengal State 
Congress (I), 

IF 1967 elections saw the defeat 
of a Congress President, and the 
1977 poll saw tba spectacular de- 
ferrt of a Prime Ministor. there is 
no reason why 1980 may not pro- 
ividc the same fate for a care¬ 
taker Prime Miniater — Mohs- 
sireom, 

WESTERN magazines select the 
worst photographs whidi show me 
like an ovened monkey. Whether 
or not they agree, my face is the 
most beautiful face in the. world. 
That’s what my wives and my 
mother say, and surely they are 
right — Idi Amin. 

THEY (girls) are like newspapera. 
Among other things, they go by 
advertisements — Justice BSgMa. 

I AM convinced after reading Mr. 
Jagjivan Rain’s (anti-Nehru) spee- 
che.s that be is the most uncom¬ 
fortable man in India today — 
C. M. Stephen. 

wr. (the Congrcss-I) are not float¬ 
ing ill the stratuspbere bat are 
very much from the soil of this 
great country— C. M. Slesbeu 

EVEN with dictatorial powers 
Mrs. Gandhi could not give the 
ciiuiitry a stable Government — 
Ckarah Singh. 

MRS. Gandhi cannot differentiate 
between sugarcane and Jowar. She 
docs not know how many aouare 
yards make an acre. I was bom 
■■rider a thatched roof. I am the 
.son of an ordinary farmer— 
Choren Singh. 

FOR heaven’s sake don’t call me 
a glamourous woman. I am a 
middleaged woman and I have a 
tcenaged daughter — Ruhsana 
SuUona. 

THE politics of India is very diffi¬ 
cult for women. When opponents 
fail to And anything against 
women, they indulge in character 
assassination tactics — Amhika 
Simi. 

i DON’T eve.n think of him. I 
don’t bother about him. He does 
not matter for me. I have a lot 
I of priorities — Mr.i Kamal Kumar 
on her father-m-law, Babu Jag¬ 
jivan Ram. 
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IRREPRESSIBLE 


THL itr<*pu6^tbk Raj Narain 
I»ro\fd even more iiivuiestbible in 
liuspttiil whtk nuising hts wounds 
front a stmu' that hit him in the 
head ntuir i aiiipalgniUK in Uitar 
Piodcsh nunMv l ndeterred b> 
the big b.in(l.ti;r aiound hH head 
and tiu duvti)i% stitit uideis ut 
complete ust Neldjt managed 
within u (eK d.i>s to tuin his louin 
In Ram Manohat 1.ohia llusintal 
into a virtual uRIa* with a evinvtant 
atrtmiu «f viMtniv iHiuting m everj 
dav When he was not talking to 
a viNttoi Vtan was talking oi' 
llw phum and a ituiw vvimmen 
ted 'With such a patient all 
rules go nut «l the window' After 
about eight da>v in hospital 
Kitali was Middentv veen at the 
t ok Dal Paitv olUte When 


Pressmen asked him whether his 
stay at the hospital was bver, Ra) 
Naialii smiled and said, “No, I 
have taken leave from the dortois 
I have come to the offiw to relax ’ 

PLAYING IT SAFE 

The leadership of the Janata 
Party is playing it sate in Delhi 
Of the seven seats in the capital 
as many as six are being contested 
bv the same Janata candidates as 
in the 1977 elections. No doubt 
the expectation Is that these can 
didates will meet with the same 
success as in 1977 when the Party 
made a clean sweep The Jana 
Sangh group of course, dominates 
the hst for Delhi with such stars 
as Atal Behan Vajpayee. Vijav 
Kumar Malhotra and Kaowarlal 
Gupta In fact the sole change 
from the 1977 list has also thrown 


up a hard core Jana Sangh sup¬ 
porter. Chikla Das. Das, who is 
a harijan, is expected to pull in 
the harijan vote against the Lok 
Dal candidate. Branm Prakash. 
There is, however, little doubt 
about the outcome of the outer 
Delhi contest and even the Janata 
Par^> cadres openly admit that 
the seat will go lo Brahm Prakash. 


DESPERATE 
FOR COVER 


THE Janata Party ia desperately 
searching for Mualtm candiaates to 
give itself a secular image. A 
prominent Muslim writer, whop* 
prolific output features in various 
magasines, was approached by 
Atal Behart Vajpayee and offered 
a seat When the writer seemed 
hesitant, Vajpayee was adamant 
and went literally on a dharne nt 
his house Another instance is 
that of a welt known Journalist 
turned-public relations man who 
as well as his wife were offered 
seats bv no less a luminary than 
Nanaji Deshmukh llnfoitunately 
for the Janata Party, there arc 
few Muslims who are willing to 
associate themaelves with it 


CAMBODIAN 
FALLOUT _ 

A preparatory meeting for the 
conierence in connecUon with the 
•UN decade for women’ held re¬ 
cently m the capital ran into 
rough weather on the very flist 
dav when the presence of a team 
representing the Pol Pot regime 
(which was recently ousted in 
Kampuchea) upset the delegates 
from several Soaalist bloc cuun 
tnes These delegates as well as 
the NatTonal Federation of Indian 
Women strongly protested against 
the presence of the Pol Pot team 
When its leader rose to speak 
at the conference, the Soctaliat 
detegates walked out The Pol 
Pot team leader’s speech also 
did not help much as it was 
one long diatribe against .Vietnam. 
The organisers of the conference 
explained the presence of the Pol 
Pot team by pointing out that the 
legal position was that the UN 
G^ne*-’ ‘.tisembly still adenow- 
ledged the credentials of 'Demo 
cratic Kampuchea’, a name used 
bv the Pol Pot Government The 
orgamaers. however, cancelled a 
reception for the delegates to 
avoid ta'ther embairaasmeat. 

D E NIZAMUOOIN 








Technical assistance 
for another bank overseas proves 
we aren’t just another bank! 


Indian Bank has made 
banking history for our 
country by becoming the 
first ever Indian bank 
to provide technical 
assistance for another 
bank overseas. P T Bank 
Rama, Jakarta. And our 
personnel are already 
there, providing 
management guidance 
in banking. 


A better business prospect 
with Indonesia. 

Indonesia today has 
excellent opportunities for 
joint ventures Particularly 
in machine tools, 
agricultural and textile 

o 

Indian Bank 

(A Oovi. of Indw EntnrpriM) 


inachmeiy. lubber 
and timber processing, 
diesel engines and 

f ietrocherriicals And 
ndian Bank, in association 
with P T Bank Rama, will 
be glad to offer assistance 
to Indian businessmen 
and industrialists 
who have an eye on this 
opportunity zone 


build 
your fortune 
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A DEBATE 


RSS: Victim 
of iies 
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RSS is 
communai 


Plus: Exclusive 
interview with 
Chandra Shekhar 







We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 



Mixed frutfjam Orange M-m*marmalade 

The choicest fruits Made from fresh-picked 
get themselves into Nagpur oranges. A delicious 
this jam. way to crjoy an orange. 


And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 
to toast yourself Mango jam 
at breakfast Strawberry jam 

And Guavajdly 

) -IT'S OWLY WATURAL! 

MAtO »f7» '' 


Mahurashtra Agio if>dustftes Oevetopmant Corporation Ltd. Noga Unit, Nagpur. 


modella 


CREATES A PERFECT BLEND 
of elegance and comfort 

When it comes to your suiting it's the 
blend of worsts wool and Terene* 
that really matters 



In a man’s world of fashions, 
where trends are fast changina 
iuim conventional to casual, 
modella keeps pace,with a 
selection ol shad^ designs and 
softer finishes 

That's what puts modella in 
line With international suitings, 

■wieW wUttof lead « etyle 





ttk year... he deserves a special 

The Gift of Intejiisence 


"Mummy, why do birds fly?" 
"Daddy, why can’t we touch 
the sky?" 

"Why doesn't it hurt when you 
cut my hair?" 

To children, the work) is full 
of mysteries snd mtiecies. 

Don't shrug oft their questions. 
They look trustingly to you 
to solve them. For won^ and 
curk>s«tv are signs of inteiligetKe. 


Answer them with patience 
and understanding—puttirtg 
yourself in their place. Seeing the 
problem through their eyes. To 
them it seems very big, vwy real. 

Build up their faith in you— 
as well as their knowledge...their 
inteliigence. Help your children 
make new discoveries every day— 
give them the gift that win last 
e h'fetime. 


Cf) 


Carona. Cares 


A trtbuie to children 

in the Intemeuonel Yeer of the Child 
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Tills new series presents two 
or three world famous stones 
of r lassiL writers < omplete in 
one volume Rs *19 10 each 
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Indispensable books in laipe 
format (298 s 211) nim size) tor 
everydev reference 

children G DICTlONARV 
24’P( R» ( 7 6 j 

ENCVCLOPAEOIA OF SCIENCE Fl( 7ION 
JJ4P[ Rs 41 U 
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UBS 
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GLNCRAl KNOWlEDGf 
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hours of fun anti entertainment 
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A Mend is only as good as its wool content 

The WooH^ndmarit on .SLc-i^n, suitings ensures 
great looks and comfort round the year! 




The ultimate in good 
looks, good wearing. 

The timeless elegance 
of wool blended to give 
you lightweight comfort- 
all year round. 

That's Digjam for you. 

The Woolblendmark 
on Digjam suitings carries 
the exact content of 
wool—so you know you're 
buying the right blend. 

The Woolblendmark. 

Look for it on Digjam's 
Woolrich suitings. 


nDoMendmark 




60% New Wool 
40* Polyester 

W^lblendmark. 
Only on the 
finest Mends 
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Magnificence 
in Marble... 
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.. .Splendour 
‘^1 tin vSanitaryware 
' ^ -KHODIYAR 

li 


kh 
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KHODIYAR POHERY WORKS LIIMITED wlm 'u." ' 

Sihor (Gujsrat) 364 240. colours it has the ISI Mark too 

The First and Only Special Export Award Winner in Sanitaryware 


Fartmus ltdiian S<'ulpt(>r Bernint, sculp 
tinod marble to rapturt* every shade of 
erp'essio.i He brought legends to life 

Khodiya' sculptures ceiamirsfoi sheet 
‘./tnmetrv, nevv splenoour in sanitary 
ware Winner of mdUy Awaids, Khodi/at 
‘.>anitary ware is manufai ttned in colla 
bofdtion with Porcher of Fiarrce, and is 
available in vauous styles Si/es and 
colours It has the ISI Mark too 






Murphy $S03 The ail'new 3-band | 
radio casBene recorder with I 
crystal clarity The Murphy 8503 is ' 
encased in a tough phuihc cabinet , 
It costs about the same as any other 
2-m-1, but with Morphy sound 
It cam switch off automatleally. 

A rlwf swiU h that jwiU ht s ofl 
ifi ihi-' rtin if ti’iH' It IS jdiU'u 1 


loi Si V u < ui J 111 ‘*1 

Inlf mu ] * ) foiu I I'lu Yi u ion l 

twvf tf ' I / iwai f't ‘ Witt li It off 

It cam record off the radio or a 
live perfonnaaca. 

Jh^iH w< fit III.' ' J 11 Umil iiid 

f XtlMll 11 It I 1 ’ tl .'l‘ hli It 111 


tTi f 111 li lie ^ in bP t Ut f ’I'tntlv 

J f i f^'r V i( I 111 3 ind 
(t c ! till r f’r < met | hone ti 
on ii v{ Pii ik^h t J It f up 'ound 
■tiftifro* 1 li mm B oMO metres 
Mier" 1 fil’i ' ^ 1 in cxteinal 
niK io[ h'- fif th 1 Can be use i to 
it-'inf irt the'■oonqth of the 
lect id nq 




It can tape a talephene 
eoBversatloa. 

You cm record <i whole telephone 
( invers.ilioTibvutmqdpifI uproiH 


Finally, the 5S03 can also ho 
naod with an external 
lendspeakei. 

Lts’en to the S503 through its 
built in loudsperiber or through an 
exlerudl loudspadket the choice 
is your" 

The best bey at the price. Os malas 
or batteries, yoe'U thxUI to the 
richness, tone, textare of its traly 
professional sound 

murphy^ 

You'll levo theSound. 
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What ore the Janata Party s chances In the coming Lok 
Satma elections? In an exclusive interview Janata Party 
president, Chandra Shekhai, speaks about the improved 
position of his Party, Its prospwta and the main issues 
which will decide the elections SUNDAY also Interviews 
important Janata leadeis from the States to assess the 
Janata Party s chances 


Assam is sitting on a 
volcano If the violence 
gets any worse, the 
disaster could turn Into a 
catastrophe An intensive 
report based on on-the- 
spot investigation Into 
who are Assamese and 
who are ‘foreigners. 




NANAJi DE8HMUKH accuses ftSS-batters of spreading 
malicious lies and slander about this "noble artd dedicated' 
organisation with rational aims and legitimate purposes 
But O R. QOEL cannot ftnd anything but communalism 
In the RSS. Quoting flisMiand experiences of R8S shaldias 
4^ painta a different picture of this much-diacusaed 
Organisation The true fece of ttie R88. he finds. Is 
Jviaitde In its own literature. 
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figure* of the academic variety An electronic 
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OPINION 



Living saint 

npHE cover story "Mother” by 
^ Desmond Doig (SUNDAY, Oct¬ 
ober 28) made excellent riding. I 
have never had the privilege of 
inecUng Mother Teresa or any of tiio 
nuns from he: older but alter read¬ 
ing Mr Doig's piece 1 seem to feel 
Mother’s spiritual presence every 
where. It is an eerie feeling but the 
more 1 read about her and bet magni¬ 
ficent work among the poor and the 
sick, the mure etcctnlied 1 am. 

Indeed, Mother Teresa is the must 
deserving recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize since its inception. As 
befits a true altruist. Mother has al 
ready made her decision to spend the 
Prize money on founding new homes 
for the sick and dying Her concern 
for the poor is genuine enough. In 
spite of the fart that there is so much 
evil in the world nowadays, the. poor 
and the sick are secure in the know¬ 
ledge that Mother is there to help 
them, ft is a pity that there are not 
more people like tKr. One hopes that 
her sodai work inspires people all 
round the world. 

Mother Teresa and other nuns of her 
order could perhaps adopt a village 
and execute programmes aimed at 
communal harmony. Not only would 
It provide an Interesting and perhaps 
rewarding, field of work to her and 
her kind, but in the process, they 
could help usher in a new era of pro¬ 
gress in communal relations in this 
country. Mother Teresa has not only 
helped the sick and the suffering; ahe 
has also done God proud. 

Apurbct K. Chosk, 24 Pargeauu. 

MOTHER it not only merely godly 
she is a goddess herself. She is not 
•Imply divine, but the institutionalis¬ 
ed divinity in the form of •ervice. 
She is probably the reincamation of 
Jesus himself. You have not only 
honoured the Mother and her cause 


but humanity as well. I am f^oud 
that I am an Indian, not because 1 
am bom in a land of political para- 
aites but where a foreigner baa ween 
Indian dtizenahip and is working 
among people in our slums. 

V. S, Jger, Pvne. 

AT A time when many of us are in- 
dined to he depressed and frustrated 
by tbe events that an taking place 
around us. despondency and cyudtm 
surround us on all sides but it Is 
heartening to have in our midst a 
humaoitariao like Mother Teresa. 

Her spirit and work give us hope 
and restores our faith in mankind. 
Rita Jha, Bombay. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mother on 
winning tbe Nobel Prize and to Des¬ 
mond Doig for the wonderful story. 
Even the cover was one of the best 
I have seen. Mother has rightly 
pointed out that tbe award is a 
symbol of recognition from the poor 
and downtrodden of the world. 

Askok B, Phadiare, Bombay. 

THE cover story was very authentic; 
a true descriptive picture of a foreign 
nun’s selfless, lifelong sacrifice. If any¬ 
one deserved to win the Peace Prize, 
it was her. She will long be re¬ 
membered by the people of Calcutta 
fur her selfless sacrifice, devotion to 
duty, dnccritv, honesty and above all, 
faith In God. 

Her lifelong struggle to bring a 
flicker of hope into the dreary lives 
of the sick and impoverished has 
bees a wonderful human sacrifice. 
Bhupen Bosu, Jamshedpur. 

IF BY bestowing the Nobel Peace 
on Mother Teresa, the Nobel Prize 
Committee has honoured itself, then 
SUNDAY has also brought honour on 
Itself by featuring the excellent cover 
story on Mother Teresa. 

You have rightly introduced her to 
your readers as a “living saint who 
restores faith in her brethren". But 
Mother would be distressed if she 
were to be mistaken for a social 
worker and her work merely as hu¬ 
manitarian. It IS to be noted, then, 
that the real power and inspiration 
behind her life and work Is Jesus 
Christ, whom she serves in the "dis¬ 
tressing guise of the poorest of the. 
poor". 

Richard V. Jerm, Ranchi. 

MOTHER’S reaction to the fact that 
she had been given the Nobel Prise 
was absolutely wonderful Certainly 
the Nobel Prize Committee has given 
itself a facelift with its decision in 
favour of Mother Teresa. Raghu Hal’s 
pictorial coverage was one of the 
best I have seen in recent years. 
Stmtik Biswas, Calcutta. 

MOTHER Teresa has rightly been 
described by Desmond Doig as a liv¬ 
ing saint who has become a loving 
mother to the forgotten poor. How¬ 


ever, I wtmld like to add that Mother 
b not only a mother figure to tbe 
poor, but to all tff us. It wouM not 
be an exaggeration to say tiiat dw 
is a universal mother symbol 

Mother has carved out a oldie for 
herself la the hearts of many be¬ 
cause of h«r inspirad work and 
service. Public memory is proverbial¬ 
ly short but nuny will find it dittcutt 
to forget how Mother dadied to Jam¬ 
shedpur earlier this year when the 
steel dty was in tiie grip of a oom- 
munal riot. • 

Sbakti Prakaih De. Darbhgnga: 

We Cakuttaas are proud of beloaf- 
tag to the same d^ as Mother. Her 
sacrifice tor the poor and neglected 
wiR always remain a duntag muimpk 
to us. 

P. Ghosh, Calcutta. 

MOTHER it truly a saint, a saving 
grace. Year covcu' story was yet 
another honour heaped on her, ell of 
which she truly deserves. One whom 
the looks aftex lives for ever, while 
the rest of us merely die as earthy 
souls who never really Uved our Uves. 

God bless her. 

Rajeah Seth, Kanpur. 

I FELT a lump in my throat and 1 
had to flgbt bade my tears when I 
read the articles on Mother *rerese. 
and her devoted work to uplift the 
destitutes, lepers, the poor and the 
refugees. She and her trusted sisters 
carry forwerd the tasks begun by men 
Uke Albert Schweitzer and Father 
Damien. 

This year the prize has been award¬ 
ed to the right person. Mother Teresa 
is second to none where ^aerving 
the honour is concerned. Whetever be 
the reason, let us rejoice that in this 
cruel world of poverty, death and 
disease, we have our IMmient, 
Schweitzers and Teresas to care 
for the poor shelter them, dotbe 
them, fe^ them end love them. 

K. P. Rajon, Bombay. 

I ENJOYED reading the cover story, 
which wes very interesting, while the 
chronology end diert added value to 
the write-ua Raghu Rai’e photograph 
of Mother Teresa and the Infant in 
her arms was classic. 

K. Subramaniam, Cohnbatore. 

THE cover transparency of Mother 
Teresa was splendid. She has such a 
a beautiful face, which has kindness 
and honesty written nil over it 
fimol M. Pormor, Behrompur. 

CUE nrtide “Love is peace" by Dr- 
tbankar Ghosh is an educational one 
for alt and sundry, espedatly w« 
Indians, who can learn a lot front this 
saint. Mother Teresa really practices 
tbe teachings of Christ. 1 pray sincere¬ 
ly that people in Indb realise that 
•uch missionaries come to our country 
not to convert our people but to help 
the downtrodden. 

George Benjamin, Behtampvr, 
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[THE cove I story is <» vivid depittiun 
rof the didiisnia and pcruioaLty ot 

( Mother Iciesa Sht is really a divint 
iddy, a loving mntlici ut the down 
trodden and dcstituU intUions It is 
fairly obvious that the Nobtl Piizi 
(ommitUi IS quiU juaified in 
bcstuwmi. upon hei the highest 
honuui 

Mothir Icrtsas love for the siillei 
ing huniauitv cannot be cUallcng'd 
She IS a true saint, an aiigd of piaet 
who IS gifted with the viitiii ot 
simplKitv goneiosity kindness und 
affection Jtight fiuin 1962 till tod i\ 
the has been lereiviiig iwiids both 
national and inti Million il foi hi ■ 
sillless strMC' and the <iowitiii| 
gloiy has hex'll the Nobtl Piize Slu 
IS the real motlici of the poorest ot 
the poor, ut the di spised k p< i s 
oiphnis and slum dw<lliI^ I ii()]ii 
shi has a long lili 
S Mohnruna. Bolomtn 

IHAl God 1 with till poor is amph 
illiistiatid by the stoi\ of JMnthi i 
fires I by Desmond Dois, thi nobh 
wimun who has di-votid Iiei iiitin 
ill to the wilfaii ot tlie iinwanliil 
10(1 hilpkss of till stiiiii Put noth 


Looking to leaders 

I Hi-AD till aitiili ‘Is Ml Gandhi 
as populdi as piopli imagine' 
by Pran Chopia with mteiest The 
Idrt IS that Mis (landl I does hivt u 
rertain atliactioii foi wheie the voters 
are conitined I he iliilorate do's 

not by and Iiim pi ice much fiith 
in the manifesto of any paiticulai 
Paity foi It is till liaiLi oi thi 
Paity that lounts in thni istiniatioii 
b ht'rulrti \nhal ut im 


Singh-ing her praiseb 

I/HUSHWANT SINGH’S artitk 
‘What IS Mrs Gandhi like'* has 
really depicted hii at i guddes n 
Inearnated Since he is rlosclj a so 
elated with her lamil> it is ea y to 
uiidei stand his ifteclion foi Mrs 
(•andhi While hi is at libert> to 
draw his own conrhisiuns about hi r 
he has oveidone Ins affection foi her 
It IS of I nurse a iidtuial phenomenon 
tor anyone to undermine his sense of 
reason when iffertion knows no 
bounds none the li ss one should not 
transgress the limits of flattery 
P Ragfwt a Ruo V tthnkapatnam 

VOIJ should have published Khush 
want Singh's article under the head 
tng "Humour in real life' 1 fear the 
article is written by his minor son 
on his behalf 

P 1 moanattuiu Padmanaqar 

HATS OFF to Khushwant Singh for 
his fabricated yarn I do not aee 
what he achieves by describing the 
daib routine of Mrs Gandhi In this 
extract he has shown her to be a 
iv’rson with superficiai whims and 
fancies Arent these the tiaits of a 
dirtator^ Has Mi Singh forgotten that 
■diertatorship is a passing phase' A 
state of society where men cannot 
apeak then mmds where childten 


»ng IS conipatable to hci everlastiiii, 
SCI vie es to humanity Her hit is a 
phenomenon in itsolt, with pun's m 
love and aetmn Moth i is a living 
angc I who lias l>«n si nt by God to 
give light to thosi who n'td it most 
riiuf V Suiltittliwun ImamluiiL 

MOIHIR leitsd w IS the ptrket 
choice toi the Notn 1 Pii/e She ha 
shown the whoh woild that stifle-, 
srivite* and smifin ait amply it 
waidtd in tin loin >un Sht is an 
aiigtlii peisonifit ition ot love, ho 
niaiiitaiiamsin eoiiipassiou and d'di 
( lied sezviit 

1 mi A(i (I \talli K Hha /<i>pui 

THIS sptai heads I he hnth of aiiothei 
ism tn India ‘ Mothei leiesaism 
' W M Janakatu} Batu/alnrt 

s I V for a boef mistakt cm our 
iwil I hr quotes that wr high 
tiH/hUd «w thi artkir bti l*rmu 
Mmislir ft man Sinqli (ire iukm 
[imi (itiiHhrr jMur entitled ‘Hhat 
I steind for' stkcduled to 0717 x 0 ? 
iti thi Itr-rmhrr J esvitc of kDA 
ItA^ Our apoloiflet to the oulhoi 
onef e*ur rruderi. 


di nmitiis Iht II piuid'' m fi i si in 
of soenly e iniin' ndim I pit uin 
the aiU innntioi il \li sintli m 
wilting Ihl hoof IS 0 link' Minn 
tpiuk money \M\\ didn hi pel 
fictitious topK iiisii 11 ' of nppi'Ciiii 
taels to (lit is< ‘lei higlint s' 

D' f ashi ( h ilhii (/, ( I ii'f 

THk extract Iron Khii *iw in' '>iii| li 
book sum I Si ail oiivioiis tn ights 
of sveopha icv as rigaids Mis Gmdhi 
With miti uhu> 1 tr and an tvt foi 
detail Ml Singh has givt n u Mi 
(landhi s duly scheduk bur lit hi 
1 orgottt It a oiiph of tktnrs wlin I 
om associates with In foi in o' 
touiiiahsin tht briiid ot mi q In 

ha« and tin iIA' of fiti si jc Mt 
all having strvtd Mis % iiidhi 1 
long he should know thn 
Please do not print such artuhs n 
SUNDAY 

SSI iisoii \ru I (Ih 


An announcement 

I WOULD blw to PM Uip oohimfl* 

SUNDAY to AoiMMiace that (1 

II mmiMi to oeMxvM the 4ia 
aWM Jabilte of eogtoeerliur edu 
OMMa nt Senarei HiiMhi University 
in thn hist meek of He^rnanr INlh 
A$ pm% of tile oeMuntion*, it is 
tnpomi, to hold a vmptkkim on 
ooilneerfni edocetitm^ on enginei 
inn OMdcIt tnchibttiaii and an 

nwoion Ail ohanni of the 
inte M Tedhnetacr, the erst 
fimfiMtutH OHIkth, the 

are reviented in sond tinw pmeiu 
oddMiaiM olMW sHth n hiMr No 
doin to nm 

mnmar, Auttiiit# 0 } 



Maulana mauled 

M J AKUAR s Items m “Notes' on 
Mduiani Imam Bokhan was 
fantastii and 1 could not agree more 
with the VII ws expressed there Who 
is Imam Bukhtn to ask the Muslim* 
for their votes' VStiit did he do fur 
thf Mu lims 111 Jarashedpui who 
sulltiid during the recent not > A 
vvinei or two ot sympathy will not 
uiv' 'III prohk nis tht V face 
s \ hakhrullaiit Dhanbad 

M altaik oil Shahi Imam wis 
UK iiingkss lit voice the j^nuiue 
giiLvancvs of the baekwaid cum 
inunities is it necessary that ons 
should perfuim gieat services foi the 
pc'opk ' What hivt most of out 
pnlitieians and Ministers done tor the 
poor ’ 

The Shahi Imam will continue to 
eniov Hu suppoit of the masse s* 
long as he e^hots thru sentiint nts 
and wniks ioi thru iinproviment Ltt 
it also be eleai that Indian Muiliins 
have IS v< i supiioi U d any k adei 
blindly l<i tlun principles are diar 
er than indivitluAls 
\ \f tluiliiliii lUthman tnihur 

What leap ? 

B ARIiN SlNGUPlA's orticles 
IiImI jriftt kap toiwaid' is a 
c intliil It pint although it is a super 
facial pictiiii of thi Itbft of tMay 
Attoielini' to thi autho the iiWtans 
ait Ixttti off iitinomualiy and of 
thi I am glad but our basic 
tones i II I not on an econonuc 
pIiiiK. W« would bt hapnif 1 
With nothing in file lihet lather than 
livi untk r C hine a demunatiun 
fibtt and (Inn tit two difftrent 
mtmu ni' to tilk of it conaliatiim 
Iwlwt'ii Ihl two 11 itiun IS uniinagi 
native and onK ^tivi to dig out 
gravx 101 no aiiiouiit of happiness 
would I toisakt nn mutlKrland 
k it'd Sill l>rlhi 

IHL report is too optimistie about 
todiys I met fn (an the changes 
wiought by th' Chintst in that help- 
l(s> laud are fui no uthei purpose 
but tht wily peipetidliou of what 
might he tailed the Han Chinese 
liuidi ( 

Mure over We abstaci of beggars 
ts not foolproof evidence of a well 
ted socieiy for it might be enforced 
St tht terst ut many a loncK staiva 
lion behind closed doors At for roads 
all over thi country the stiategic im 
portance of libet is too gnat to lx 
ignuird heno' it is niort m the natuit 
of a mil'taiv pht norm non that so 
niaiiv thousands of kiloinittis of 
roadways have betn built by the 
(hinese In ad<iition educational iii 
stitiition now \tt nek d to the toni 
moil ptopk mtv <t vi as excilkiit 
propaganda ptatfoim lot hiainwash 
log pe-asints So tfu lapid chaiigt s 
in libet might U 1 gieat kap tin 
ward' but m matt* i of values it is 
a push in tfu ditch 
Sum/ K Stntih I ulna 


n 




covm STORY 


The Janata Party's best thantes oj winning lie in this kind of scenaric a strong resurgenci 
of popvlar antij>athy towards Mis Gandht^ perhaps becatise of the Emergency, combined with 
a popvlat convwtum that the only other stable alternative %s the Janata Party, the Lok Dal- 
Congrem alliance being mhe/ently ramshackle Then, the old Jana Sangh cadre could be 
trusted to bniuj in the vote on elei Ivon day. Under the leader^ip of Babu Jaqjwan Ram and 
Chondia Shekhar, the hanjan and the thakur vote seems to be veering towards the Partfj 
and its combined leadership ts now making a determined effort to draw in other sections of 
our society into the Janata fold One distinct odiantage which the Janata has ts that it has I 
a few lea^s who have proved their admtmsliatwe cavcdiUities But its rnos't serious dis- j 
advantage ts the RSS link, which, while it may help at the cadre level, will tend to push the 
mmonttes vote away from the Party Htu'evtr, in a triangular election, in which ihi 
vutors are (vpecttd to tdge past the finishing line a fraction ahead of their second hist tan 
didates who gel nothing for being second, it i difficult to judge precisely how the elertoratt 
will react, and who in the end will haiie the vttaUy important extra strength to nose ahead 
In the piece below, KEWAL VARMA feels that the Janata may he least equipped to fight 
the Mis Gandhi ituillenge 


ilHL Janata Party baa en 
tcred tha etectlons with* 
out a major uiue on its 
snir Indus Gandhi is 
J soaking >ot<>* on tha pica 
of stability and Cbaraa bingh wants 
to save tna villages What has the 
Janata to ufior' Nothing conrratv It 
cannot ptumue stabiUty kvaa alter 
tha split, the Janata cannol ptovide 
a stabia State OuvammeiK in Bihar, 
and that U an indication of tha inhr 
rant sbaluoavs of tba Party its aocio 
aronomic programme is a confused 
niutuia 01 the Jana Sangb’s tiada 
ritm Moral ji iiasais prohibitioo and 
Babujis verbosity Iba iaiiata'a two 
major election planes are opposition 
to authoritaiianism and detection. 
Tha post 19T? axpanenta has provtd 
bayood doubt that uiKt autboritana 





niun without a soao-ecunomic coa 
tent IS hollow and mcanmgteaji tt 
IS not offering to the electorate any 
thing oew or different from what the 
Janata Party had done during its 
tenure m regard to soaal and eco¬ 
nomic policies Frankly speaking 
Moiarjis Government seemed to 
have no particular economic direr 
tmn as one set of policies cancels 
out another The Janata in 1980 can 
get votes on any otbei score but cer 
tainly not on the plea that it would 
like more time to carry out its soao- 
economic polices 

Will the deiection issue ebek with 
the electorate^ It will not On the 
day Raj Narain left the Janata Party 
with his ten men even in bis wild 
est dreams he could not have una 
gined that he would succeed lo m 
stalhng his mentor Charan Singh as 
Prime Ministei He left the Party 
on lh« political issue of the RSS It 
wa quite a pleasant surprise foi 
bun that ntatly one thud of the Ja 
nata party MP> tollowcd his lead 
When such a laige section leaves 
the Pat tv whatever political dictio¬ 
nary one may consult it cannot be 
called a defection it is a split More 
ovii those who left tuc lanata 
Party did not cling to powei at any 
p-ue That they wtic not totally un 
piiniipled became csidint when Cha 
ran bingh refust'd to withdraw cases 
against Sanjav Gandhi in return for 
ontiiiuing Congress (1) support to 
Ins Gosernment Instead be decided 
to face the ePeturate a situation 
which unprincipled detectors dread 
thi most 

Also the Janata has no moral 
right to talk ot difections Attei 
1977 thi pit sent leadi rs of the Ja- 
nua fncly admitted defectors from 
the Congress without asking them to 
seek 4 liesh mandate The must pro- 
niiiunt was the Emergency Minister 
Raghuramaiah Chandta Shekhar was 
pirsonally responsible for the defec 
tion oi Ih Sarojini Mabtsi 
voi MP from Kaiuataka as 
also eff Sbarad Pawai who b* 
came Cluct Mintsui ot Mabaiashtra 
Moreover when the Janata staked 
Its claim lo form the Govern 
ment alter its strength was erode d to 
JO'S It was obsiously hoping that it 
would succeed in engineering defer 
tions from other Parties In any case 
the electorate of this country rooie 
ofltn than not, baits those who de 
feet ’ uo considerations of puliev and 
pnneipte fbi cases m point arc Mrs 
Gandhi m 1971 and lagiivan Rim in 
1977 in shot I the so called dcfei 
tion ot Charan bingh is not going to 
cut muen lu with the masses at 
least going by past expeiuntt 

Of the thtd eontenders toi power 
the lanata the 1 ok Dal led alliance, 
and the Congress tl> the lanata has, 
pe‘rhaps the narrowest social support 
base The Lok Dal ted alliance hat 
the solid yupjKirt of the backward 
caste peasantry left oriented masses 
and sections ot Muslims Ibe Con 
gress (I) has the support of barijans 
and aections of Muslims and upper 
caatea, particularly brahmins The 
Janata a baae Is the RSS-orieated 
masses By projecting Chandra She¬ 


khar, Bbaircin Singh Sekhawat Ku 
shabhau lhakre, Satyendia Naroiu 
Sinha and Raja Umesh 9iagh the 
Janata is tiying to articulate the 
rajput lobby in UP and Bihar in Ps 
favoui Digvtjay Naram Smgh in 
Bihar is tiying to rope in the bhumi 
bars But all the thakuis and bhumi 
bais put togethci do not become a 
decisive factoi ip moie than seven or 
eight constituennes in UP and Bihar 
In 1971 when these two upper castes 
combined behind the Cungitss (Oi 
It could win only three seats in Bihar 
—those cd Dtgiijay Narain Singh 
Satyendia Naiain Sinba and b N 
Mishia 

Tht Janata bc'coines a viable pro¬ 
position oulv on the expectation that 
Bdbup will be abh to make a big 
dc nt in Mrs Gandhi s harijan cuppon 
He Is getting some encouraging ics 
ponsi fiom th> m But the Janata 
Party toes not base an .idequate 
numbet of village level workers to 
tiansiate this response into \ote<« 
Perhaps the biggest handicap ol the 
Janata Party is that of tiiangular 
conti sts it alone will not get a sin 
gle Muslim or ChiiMiaii vote in 
fart,, the om or two Muslims who 
aic IMt m impoitant positions in 
the Janata Party will not rsen vote 
for a Janata Party candidate if be 
happins to be a foimci Jana Sangh 
man When this stark reality dawns 
on the ekctoiatc tstn 'cctions ol 
haiijans and (he upp< ■ aste< who 
now appear to be responsive to ttir 
J-^natB s appeal ina\ icciiiisidei then 
positioo bcioit voting (oi tb< la 
nata They would ualiia Ihit in the 
abs'iKv ol any ii >nunty suppuil the 
hands li victory ut Ian tta Parti 
randidates an lathir slim III uthi i 
woids they would b< wasting the n 
yutis Some such trends are airt iciy 
disicinibic lor ia<'tinti in Kiiiii 
til a the- oawciiul iippci cash lin 
gayats who in 1977 solid's voird toi 
the lanata lerciitly hr Id a coiifr 
leiue and decided to sappiri ih< 
Congress (1) tho- tunc this pci hips 
indie etc s the shipc of thing ‘n come 
’n Older to meet the ebaihngc o' 
the hickssaid castes it is ejurtt tike's 
that the upp I r este s a> wi II as bar ■ 

I in in rny swine m I ivuur ut the 
(eingies tlj me' i in K initdi 
th I mat) may be lilt high and dry 
in the hi iitlind ut Ih lliim In tt 

H iw I in th lilies wh r< om 
IMN bi k Mt ^iindlii wi making a 
I g Ilf idyv IS In ijnn it l» hrve 
iifli <1 I It If I with th( pio)! I 
It n »t p e plf 1 U< Sen) IV r.mihi 
H n I ind h nil S i h I h* ^ mi 
SI ■* t)f il f I m ft i thi 1 1 I 
el I It ’ ri li I ' I I id 11 I fhi 
1 nt I he R'‘' it*d tilde » 

p \ I L t 1 e I I j 1 '!< f tin 
I nt 1 m ft* lilt fill RS** ide o 
loty ' T1 n t I ict t 1 md th» (,v 
Tit * ti Hull (III 1 Ins 

V n n III il f > 'he Mmdii iittiin 
m ddle ill s Alsu the lanitiv 
denigration of defection hoMi some 
at'ractum for the middle ciats who 
cliDg to Ibeir sense of values In 
essence the Janata is a Party of 
uiban middle clast support Store 
the middle class is the most vexife 
ruus and controls the media it always 


succreds in making Itself look inrger 
tbau life But when other sooai 
gioups are articulate then in 
the game of numbers, the middle 
elasss we'akncss is exposed 



T is not only in social 
terms, but regionwfae 
also the base of the Ja¬ 


nata Party ss naiiow. It, 
m effect, has inherited 


the base ol the old Jana Sangh and 
the ' ougievs (O) Esoept in Madhya 
1 1 kI< h Gujarat, Rajasthan and 
I><lh city the Janata will be the 


U I ' Party 

(>l the tbri*e rivals for Prime 
Vtiiiistfiship namely lagjivan Ram, 
Indus Gandhi and Charan Singh, po¬ 
litic il uncertainty continues to persist 
in legaid to'Jaiuivan Ram Ther» 
IS a glowing belief that in the post 
cite tion period lagjivan Ram will do 
iiyMiing even desert the Jana San^, 
Ki become Prime Minister The be¬ 
lie I has some base During the 
height of the political crisis In July 
August one morning Babuji telophon 
id Anana Saheb 'shinde, a close 
luiitenant eff Y B Chavan and cal 
led him over to his place and discus 
sed with him the possihihiy of hl< 
leaving the lanata Party He did 
not leave tbi Janata Party sinie his 
son Suiesh Ram persuaded him that 
he ( mW riiA becume the Prime 
Miiusie I by having the Janata 
Party I yen after he was &mly 
eiiseuiisi>d as lanata Party leadei 
Itgjivar Ram sent foi Rajm Patel 
ind, xysaran Singh and told them 
'hit he W1S feeling Sony that be 
vseiuUI b( handing enci the haiifau 
and the puoi people s yole to the 
lina S lit said they were 

timing over to the lanilti Party 
bieeuse eif hnii ht wanted them to 


sugge St a ysay out so that the Jana 
•sdiii h did not ge I mon powerful 
iinie I no love tost between 
I ihlis in Ram and thi Jana ^angh 
Iniivan Kdin ha‘ not forgotten that 
in l')j the I ina <kangli ganged up 
w th the Bl 1) and eaptuud tht Mato 
(,uyi rniiii nts and his ( ID taction was 


II tt out of the power structure Kis 
ptisuiial lelaticHls with ''orne of the 
tup l.ne Sangh leadets aii none too 
hippy In private, Jagpvan Ram 
Im in. time expresses his reteiva 
tie IIS aliout Nanaji IKsbmukh 'Die 
j in Sangh on its pait is cunvinced 
thit Bibuji wilt leave them sooner 

III I itf r if no' bl fort the cleciioas 
then attei He nee the Jana Sangh 
went tj grab as many Janata tickets 
III till fortheoninig f'arliainentaiy 
ehetiiias as possible Hitn has been 
(]iiitc 1 bitter tug of wai between 
Bibitp and thr lana S nigh on this 
I viH Bdbiiji wanted O I' Fyagi 
the lulhor of the fiecdom of Kill 
nK>n Bill and those Jana Sangh nun 
who have publniv declared that they 
continue to hiyc link, with the HSS 
nut t> be given lanata tickets But 
he could nut have his way In fact 
the Jana Singh r taking a hard line 
about the non Jana bangh ele-ment in 
the Janata Patty In Gujarst thr 
Iona Sangh and the Congress fOj are 
at logger hf ads Against Kruhsn 
Kant a close friend of Chandra 
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Vb(‘khar the Jane Sangb people have 
put up a rebel candidate RSS bops 
did not allow Krishan Kant to hold 
ini«rmRs in Chandigarh The infight¬ 
ing in the Janata u no lesa intenaa 
and Utter than in the Lok EteKkm- 
giev% albance 

The biggest problem with the Jana 
Sangh elements in the Janata is that 
the RSS is not declaring an ideologi- 
ral truce on the ouesUon of Hindu 
laahtra In fact, oi late the RSS has 
become more aggreasive in propagat 
ing Its communal viewa The RSS 
Cluef, Bdlasaheb Ueoraa, made it 
pubiK that Atal Beharl Vajpayee had 
apologised foi pleadmg in .an article 
in th« indMn express that the RSS 
should (bange lU concept of Hindu 
raahtra to Bharttya raahtra. In a 
Presf handout Issued in Oeibi, it was 
stated that speaking at a meeting in 
the capital, Sliii Deoras meottoned 
about the suggestion from certain 
quaileis that KSS should give up the 
use oi Rhartiya lashtia Shri Deoi as 
said, ‘ioi IIS both the terma are 
synonymous Some people feet 
ashamed ot everything that ts aaso- 
dated with Hindu as they think that 
the concept of Hindu is backward, 
lotten Out oi date, despicaUe It is 
weth this mentality that they advise 
us to givi up the use of the word 
Hindu casMra Ihts is ahsolutely 
unacceptable to us Ihe mentality at 
the iMick of this suggestion is drspi 
cable " 

A few days later, cm November 12 
the central Press cell of the RSS issu 
ed anothei hsndout It said that the 
R‘>^ uibctal Bhauiao fleoias, told his 
lolioweis that Hindustan is secular 
not because oui f,onstituUon has 
adopted sieculaiism but because Hin 
dll who cumpiise 86 pei c'ent of the 
tM>|*ul.Hion believe and practise seen 
Wism Hindustan is secular only 
so long as Hindics art in niaioiity in 
the lountiy " He fuither adcird that 
whep we talk of Hindustan none 
but Hindus ctsme to our mind How 
then organising Hindus can be com 
munal’ Alas, this semi litei ate R6S 
hos> does not know that most of the 
(hiistian majonts and Biicidhist ma 
IOI its countries in the woild are stcu 
iar ft will he a great shock to him 
to know that there are wme Muslim 
1111101111 ctMintrtes like Indonesia and 
Maiassia which are sc*ctilar Then 
IS nothing superior cdxiiit the Hindu 
lebginn over other religions The 
basic tenet of secularism is that all 
rebgiuns are equal 

Bereft nl siippntt of any malm 
■ocjai gioup the Janata can get des^ 
pesrate Its anti authiiritarianism is 
skin deep It is hobnobtnng with the 
Congreu <l> in Weet Bengal foi seat 
adjusUnenU Its Bihai boas Satven 
dia Naiain Smha is in constant touch 
With Indira Oandhi u> an eflort to 
svolve a common strategy of ensur 
tna that upper taste votes do not get 
spilt It IS a safe bet that theie will 
he scimt unwiitten underatanding 
bttw.<eo the lansta and the Congress 
fti towards this end The Janata 
oids not put up Its candidate against 
( Hitati ''ingh to obligt the Congres* 
It laitdiriate Because of the com 
tft 


mon toejal baSe, an understanding 
between the Janata and the Congress 
(I) IS a feasible proposition If such 
an understanding is carried out the 
Janata s electoral fortune may not 
turn opt to be so hopeless But in 
practice grass root workers and 
voters are not able to appreaate 
such fine calculations at the last mi 
nute In any rase the march of the 


backward castes cqnnot be rol'ed 
back In the south they have already 
pstabbshed their supiemacy In th<> 
north they may face some temporary 
setbacks but they are sure to eeme 
out on top, sooner rather *han later 
The sleeping giant of the peasantry 
has now woken up in the north. The 
numbers are on ite side This is what 
matters ■ 


Manata first; 
Indira Congress 
second' 


CHANDRA SHEKHAR, 
Janata Party president 
told M. J. AKBAR in 
an exclusive interview 



first, a questum to 
the Presuieni of the Ja 
nuta Hurt]/ what k your 
flank an^ysis of you> 
prcwpects m the coming 


A llie prospects are very bright 
riuiigs die IcKiking up lor the Janata 
1 ‘ait} in the last thivc weeks Uitte 
has been a substantial imiM-ovcment 
III the pasition of the Janata I'arty, 
bi'causi ot two reasons One tbc 
Lok Ual and its albcs arc m the pro 
cess of disintegiation and by tbc 
time tbc election prexess begms, 1 
think they will not be a fence to rec'- 
kun with lu the electoral battle The 
other thing is Mis Gandhi is now 
coniiug out in her true colours She 
might be campaigning for stabiUty, 
but she represents the tendenue-., 
that weic lesponsibh toi bringuit, 
Inicigtncj into this couatry Thi 
same gioup of people are coming to 
ihe fiuiit in the* Congtess (I) who 
acquited a bod n-putation during the 
Iinergimy. and 1 think thecc is a 
glowing lestsiance to these types of 
people People will theretuie support 
the Janata Party as they will sup 
poll those who i<present deniouatu. 
values 


V Mine much will the bad image 
■i/ the Janata uovemment affect yaw 
1’arty‘t chances' 

A If the elections had been held 
SIX mouths ago it would have affec¬ 
ted tbc results But alter the delec 
tion, tbc whole odium has gone uvei 
to those who drfiaed Also, Mi 
Moiaiji Hesai has gained some sym 
path), if you sec the meetings being 
Held bv Mural ji IVsai you wiU see 
thit be IS getting a tremendous res¬ 
ponse ail oyer tbc country So, while 
the people mas not he very appre 
ciative about the performance of the 
lanata Gcisernment, 1 don't think it 


will cost us very muc±i in the elec¬ 
tions 

Q Do you really thmk defections 
are an issue which can stetng votes^ 
Suppownp I make the pomt that 
onty defectors have won elections m 
India, after 1969, begmnmg wtth Mrs 
Gandhi who left the Congress m 
I9b9' Haven't yeofpie loted for eco 
nomu issues generally* 

A fhat will not be a correct 
analysis In because 1 was with 
Mrs Gandhi at that time my views 
may be prejudiced—but iuitunately 
OI unfortunately the image that 
was projected among the people was 
that Mrs Gandhj was trying U) Im 
piemen t the. programmes and pobaes 
oi the Congress Party, and the Syn 
dicate was coming in her way So, 
terbnicalh, while the niajorrty ot 
the High Command was against Mrs 
(landbi, at that time abe symbolised 
the dspii dtions of the common (on 
giessman She, oi we, coukt create 
an impiession that we were the leal 
Ixingress it was not a defection at 
all Again in 1977 there was no de 
fection It was a cdiaUenge to the 
dcinorraUc set up in the country, and 
the whole nation joined togethei 
Iht Janata Patty was not just a com 
biiMtion ot tour ot five pobUcal 
gioups but the creation of a move 
iiicnt led by JP, in which milbons 
of our people who were not involved 
lu politics in any way, joined bands 
-and that was the real strength of 
the Janata Parly 

Q But this concept of the Ja 
nata Party is not shared by many of 
your colleagues m the Janata Party 
—for mstunce Mr Morarji Desat. 

A I hat IS the untort unate post 
tion—not only .Morarji Desai, but 
also moet of the leaders who left 
thought that they were the makers 
(d the Janata Party And this is 
why Mr Cba>an Singh at one stage 
said that if he would not have been 
in the Janata Party, it would not 
have got a single seat between Amrit 
sar ai^ Patna The same man is sow 
searching for c»e safe seat between 
Amritsar and Patna and is not able 
to hnd one The real strength was 
that of the younger people nod the 



votes ceotf Bted by tlie JP move- 
meat 

Q But don’t yov thMc that an 
economic toiM teould always have 
more aweol? 

A inat IS true; but the defec 
tioa bos lent a different dimension 
to the election. Tbe Janata Party 
was the only Party which had pronu 
sed in its manifesto that whatever 
mi^t happen it would remain um 
teiT^bis was promised to the tco- 
pie So this IS not only a betrayal to 
tbe Party or the leaderahip. but also 
a betrayal of tbe assurances given 
to the people And it has its impact 
upon the people Those who have 
gone back on their word will not be 
forgiven by the people 

Q IVhat will be the main econo 
tm plank of the Janata Parly Ihu 
tme* 

A This will be the same a.s it 
was m 1977 The Janata Party mam 
festo was a departure from previous 
manifestos issued by others mclu 
ding the Congress, becaiM: for tht 
first time in 30 years the Janata 
Party not tmly gave an assurance 
but ahi4> tried to practice it when it 
(dim to power, it said that tbe devi 
lopmrnt of the nation is possible (uil> 
when wt are able to develop tht 
itral areas, and ospcaallv help tbe 
luial pool And in the budget provi 
sions -something was done to ledui'e 
the dispant) between the (it> and 
tin vi'lagt The other thing was that 
we emphasised that basic mdustrit * 
must be emoura^ed in ordei to givi 
basic materials to the country, be 
c ause 1 counti > of India s siye can 
not depend on tortign sources toi 
basic materials ^Ve also thought it 
necessary to hav» a network of in 
dustiies in the rural sector and this 
IS why wi deaded to have an tndus 
trial centre in each district lAh hci 
that scheme ws nt wcH oi not is an 
altogether diffeient thing but Iht 
intent was there Mahatma Gandhi 
in the 1930s gave the slogan thal 
every illiterate person must be made 
Irterate This was basically an etw 
nomi< programme because no devc 
lopment is possible without raodemi 
sation iind modernisation is not pos 
sible unless people know tbe alpha 
bet In all the Five Year Plans this 
was negl^ed and it was Uft to tht 
tanata Party to take up this pro 
gramme of Mahatma Gatidhi l^ere 
may have been some bungling thru* 
may have been some mistakes but 
this was a correct policy deasion 
These are the programmes that the 
Party will have to take up On the 
social questions, whether it is a ques 
tion of minorities, or of the back 
ward classes, many promises given 
to the people by previous Govern 
rnenls were forgotten It was left to 
the Janata Party to set up a Minori 
Comptssimi 

Q You have been talkma about 
cbsscicstonv m the Lok DtACongrei^ 
alliaiu (, but thete arc also reports of 
mfwjhtmy m the Janata, particularly 
Mier the allocation of tickets to the 
I Iona Sunqh proup fi (his because 
there u tnsufhuent trust m the lea 
der’ 


A Tfus IS not correct Sometimes 
there are exaggerated reports which 
create misundeistandmg In dtstri 
button of tickets some pndilenu al 
ways a*ISC, and these problems arc 
.heie la my Party also But there is 
no question of mistrustmg The lea 
d«r On the CMitrary I don’t think 
any othei ieodci has got so much 
trust from the Party as Jagjivan Ham 
has got And 1 am glad this trust is 
evoking lesponse among the peopb 
also 

Q How do you react to Mr An 
tulav’v statement that Jaqjwan Rom 
has also recognised the gennu of 
Saniav Candht by sendma Mr D H 
Tewari to talk to Mr Gandhi’ 

A 1 don t know this question 
should be addiessed to Jagjivan Ram 
uecausc I ncsei kmw that Jagjivan 
Ram had sent 1> N Tewan to meet 
Sinj.sy Gandhi On the sontrary, 1) 
N Tewan explained in a Paity mee 
ting that It was Sanjav (>andhi who 
lame to him on his own nobody 
asked him and at least laeiuan 
n iin was not invulved in it 

Q You wcTe vocal tn raumy 
tharyes agamsi the President. If yout 
Pally umts, will you allmif Mr San- 
jet'vu lieddif to rmrmtn 1‘resideat of 
the country' 

\ Wr cant iorce him out b»»- 
(ausc if lu Ls to Ik removed it ran 
oiilv be dou< aicoiding to the Con 
stilutiuiis pron dutis—Ini'! 1 don’t 
think Mr banjeeva Reddy will conti 
iiui lO Pit side nt if the Janata Party 
( >ni< > to puw( 1 It will mean total 
disippi'ival ol ail he ha; done 

I iiomq back to the eco 
I ThjTMC tiives, we were 
V W j dticuistna the mmontus* 
(Uid thi backward castes 
1 do ymi agree unth the re 
ternutum policy' 

A Ibi puluv as such. 1 agree 
wrth It .c vou know I strongly sup 
puitid this polnv IhtH .(K iwii 
tvpi 1 ot baikwaidmv ii thi, <ouu 
tiv Oiu IS icunuiiic backwaidncss 
wniih D cvminuii to mans countries 
But unturtuuatc.lv thin is al'>(> MKial 
backwaidmss winch ss the (icatiuu 
ot ihc laste ivsteai in liuidu society 
I bat i> an i iiiurturiatc iact oi lii>tuiv 
whiih WI (diiiKit deny bu it yuu 
have to tight backwdcdms you will 
have to light it on two tiouLs the 
((onomK fjunt and tbe soual front 
But wh. I shiiuM bi th( luUonaii ut 
tins « nv.itin’ fhat j' Ir la slu 
*iid ind til t 1 to be decidMl 
if But you were Party I'restdeni 
uhtn the Janata Co’cmmcnli tn 
lUhur and Ul' I i iK the dicunea on 
>1 t i/Ut um 

i Ibis w >s done on tbi ua i ol 
111 K JKa KI • ikiti icport and be 
Jiiiiiv It su(,it ltd thit ttaisc 'is 4 t 
s ilK n bould la made ioi a laili 

t il II imiukJ 1v«iv tin ycai an 
I ( nil nt .jtioutd lx made 
if Many of the peoph who Mtow 
you pc'i mat y who haie bet-ti firmi 
iki> uUli you litif-ral ncord and. the 
I a u' you cii/i»Bd»'d, Jtatt been sur 
fi >id t/iul uhin an e/fert was made 
at lift •onsoluLatum tn the eountry 
(uhcihc'T 11 (s yomy ic be' effrrtivi 
in not IS not the yuesticm), when 


Parttee like the CPI <mi th» CPi 
(M) whuh have been at earn otkePt 
throats decided to came together m 
a common platform agamet autkoii- 
tanamsm and communalmn, then 
Chandra Shekhar, mutead of jatneng 
such forces, remamed m tarn Janata 
Parly with the Jana Sangk. 

A I'hat IS true But 1 don’t know 
why people take objection to A. 1 
have been saying time and ogam 
that the Janata Party was formed 
with the full knowledge that the 
J ina bangh was also there. After 
th ii it certain people outside or in 
tin- Janata Party tried to de» 
tiov It tt was my oibligation to try 
and pitsscrve the Party All this Lefl 
ronsolidatiuD talk was not on attempt 
at the consolidation ol the Lett on 
the basis of puliaos or programmes, 
bill niriely to destroy the Janata 
I’aKy When this talk (of Left con- 
sulidatiun) began some time back* 1 
suggested to all these Left forces 
that they should amie to on under¬ 
standing on a ccHnmon programme, 
and we should make an effort to Im- 
pleinent that programme. It the Ja¬ 
nata Party, ur a section of it, came 
in the way of the implementation of 
this piogramme I would be one with 
them But instead they tried to oust 
cettaiii individuals who were meme- 
bets qf the Janata Party, conse¬ 
quently demolishing the Party 1 
(uukl mver be party to this And 
mere destruction would not logi- 
cally lead to consolidation of Left 
fuKcs I did not agree with this 
strategy nor did 1 want to betray 
tb( fiicnd* who were with us In the 
tanata Party 

Q But dem't you Ihmh that in 
there two yean the impact of the 
RSS nos reached proportion* which 
It had never reached to fart 

A 1 duDt think so te the con- 
tiaiv I tHiiik that the BSb has chan 
»'• d K I If more in the last two years 
than at any tune before. The RSS. 
Ill tbi ixople who belong to the BS$* 
hivf adapted tbvniselves to the new 
It 11 It ion and have atrepted many 
ttiinis tn which the R&b was always 
t I illy ahigic I give One examiMe 
(Mrywheic -the Rbb or the Jana 
s.ingh [M onie were totally against 
any niuvt tor the reoonahation wUh 
P ikictaii But it was left to Mr Atal 
Hi ban Vajpayee* to stiengthen the 
h<tnK of fiK-ndsbip with Islamabad 
Wluii tbtn was the* Simla Agree¬ 
ment th( RSg went on agitating in 
Uu whole country and all these peo- 
pli com ted arrest (But Vajpayee 
implemented thej decision of the J«- 
uata Partv It was again Atal Bebari 
\ tjpayee who suggested that all tra 
vx I Kstrutiuas between India and 
Pakcstdii -hotikl be removed No 
progre* sivc' in the country has 

( 1 * idi any surb suggestion They 
W4 ic changing 

Q But whereas the RSS foreign 
polu y may hate (hanged and be¬ 
come Nehruvton, thetr home poUey 
ha p? winded enough evutenee of 
fornentmuj distrust between Hindus 
and Muslim/ Take the growth m the 
number of shakhar and the khd of 
educatum that is ywem m the eha 
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Muu. On ft praedeel. vforkiiig IftiMl. 
4o 1011 tMnk that you cm raooneOa 
youruttwith tMoT 

A: Ho, I caat rccoodlo myself 
wftb numy ttaiogr, I cw’t reoondle 
mmlf with m«iy tblap wUdi srr 
bdag m^esond not only by the RSS 
people bat slio by the LefUtU Many 
•Ob tMops ftte said by peoide witn 
wbkb 1 cannot ayree. And 1 tell mv 
friends that tbe shape of India in 
tbe future, wbkb the RSS people on- 
visftfe. I totally duagree with. But 
1 can’t take obiecuon it they ore 
trying to organise themselves: every¬ 
body is trying to do that. Instead of 
oountering it by more {Mirposetul 
orfanisatioo, if you iust go on criti- 
dsing tbem, you will only add to 
their strength. 

• 

Q. Tftihing of orponiadtioA. one 
of the acrusotions agaiatt you it that 
you hod a hmanc chanca to create 
on oruanimtkm under the banner of 
the Janata Forty which would be a 
tftstlha force, but you faded. Or do 
you tnmft you have been tuccemfutf 

A. No I have never been very 
optiinistk from tbe beginning be¬ 
cause the Janata Party was not.Juat 
anotbei poiktcal Mganisatioa. but it 
was also the ruling Party And a 
ruling Party u always judged by tbe 
Mrformaoce of ita Gwemment 
whatever you may try to do on tbe 
organisational front, it U not going 
to auocaed unless and until peimie 
aec Botne credibility in tbe perfor¬ 
mance of tbe Government. And when 
four or ftve gruupi, and such groups 
as were not seeing eye to eye with 
each other, had jiun^ together, I 
donX think it was possible to aditeve 
any miraile No political Party has 
been formed in any country of the 
world within six months or a year, 
whether it ia a democratic country 
or an aulborjtarian one F.ven Jn a 
amall nation it you have to form a 
oolititai Party it takes a kmg time 
Here waa the problem of ooasoUdd- 
tlng four or five groups, and it was 
not possible witUn thu period k 
was bound to take more time, and 
mure patienop and endurance. It is 
true that if 1 had tried to create 
a pQckm of my own, or a group of 
my own, I would have auoceeded 
But iust forming a amall group or 
coterie la not going to make anv 
dent in the Indian poUtical aituation 
Some of my LefUvt fneods tried to 
do it, and they are seeing the re 
sulta of their own doings 

Q' H'hich Leftitt friendT 

A Mohan Oharts, Bahuguns-^ 
they claim to be Grfusts Pat 

nalk. George Fernandes, Aiadhu 
Umaye—what organisaiion have thev 
been able to ke^T And where do 
they atand now* They might be all 
talking of ideals, but the tiuth ts 
that uiey are finding themselves in 
a soup...the real cause of tbe deba 
ck of tbe Janata Party was that 
while it was the product of a move- 
mesR. moat of the people that were 
thrown into the forefront (after the 
March etectionsj were pot kirntified 
with the movement in any way. Mr 
Charan Singh was never reconciled 
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•ill« QandH ll'fiAW 
tfiQ out In lifr tnm 
emmtm, iho inpotMOt* 
tlMtondonolu^nMil wmm 
roa|»ofi»lblo for briflffing 
tho Bvrmrgmo^ 


wtUi iP, nor Me Murani Uesal, nor 
Mr Jagjivan Bam, nor even Raj 
Norain, nor even the aodallsts The 
unfortunate part of it is. whatever 
you may say now, that among all Hie 
top leaders of the Janata Party, the 
most closely Identified wtUi the JP 
movement were tbe former Jana San- 
ghis 

Q In Maharashtra, Mr Sharad 
Fawar has decided to fight tha atee- 
tions with Mr Y B Chavan, who it 
an ally of Chaudhury Charan Singh 
Will you support krs Covammentf 

A Yes, we support hit Govern- 
ineiit, we will continue to support 
hiv Goveinment 

0 Even if he becomes on oUp of 
the Lok Doll 

A No, he IS not allying with 
the Lok Dal. he is allying vnth Y. 
B Chavan ^e PDF is contesting 
the ekctions, that is what we are 
trying to achieve So, we will take 
our portion of seats, and the rest 
will be left to Sharad Pawar to ad¬ 
just with anybody be likes This is 
the line which » being discussed; 
no underUanding has been reached 
yet 

Q What ao you thinfc of til* 
slate of the Congress (U) in the 
country? 

A It is no Forty at all. 

0 You think U has no supportv 


A; It has some anpport in noe. 
keta...Tto Lok Dal and CaugKu 
(Usa) is gone, forget about it 

0‘ fVho ahoiifd ide remember* 

A: Onk two: Janata first, and 
Congress A aeoond. The main imae 
ia between survival of democracy 
and revival of dictatocahip. 

Q; How will you face the cha 
Benge ^ Mrs GmdhBe penanabty? 
A. The fact is that this ia not 
_ to be a determining factor ia 
elections. Even in the 1977 elec 
tlona Mrs Gandhi oouki draw large 
crowds, but k doesn’t mean that 
people voted for her 


Q; But there are muth largei 
crowds Mis time. 

A 1 don’t think so; tiw crowdi 
have always been as big as this foi 
her. If you take the Janata Patty 
crowds, they are much Ugger than 
tier’s in mapy Maces. In my own dh 
trict, the crowds (I gather) are mudt 
bigger than they were in 1977. 

Q Weft, you are talking about 
Mrs Gandhi’s authorkerianlm, bui 
two of your State Governments are 
svrvtving on Mrs Gandhfs support— 
m Bthar and Haryana. 

A In Harysiu, Mr Bhajan Lai 
did not need Mrs Gandhi's support 
for his survival because without hci 
also wc have a majoritv in the heuve 
In Bihar of course they supported 
us, but b«*YOod that there Is no other 
lastance In parbamentary life manv 
times people support somebody for 
many other > considerations, it is not 
only that we wanted their support 
mavbe they wanted to support us in 
their own political interest For ex 
ample people don’t want Assembh 
elections along with the Lok SahK > 
polls, so they supptHrt us • 


The 

'hawa' 

will 

change 


(J What are 
pens m UF m 
habha electron ? 


the Janata’s pros- 
the commg Lc^ 


A Brighter than those of any 
other Party 

Q How do you say that? 

A The shifung of the harU«n 
vote from Mrs Gandhi to the Janata 
Party, despite a good perodntage of 
Muslim votes gomg to Mrs Gandhi, 
will be a deative factor in this 
'lection. Tbe magic of Mr Jagjivao 
Kam has this time not only i^u- 
enced tbe intrlligentda but ahfo 90 
per cnal of tbe harijan votes. Tbe 
majority of tbe inteHigeataia-^bo 
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You will have a peaceful, secure, ^ 
retired life... A sixaUe income 
every month... for life... 

If you act now. 


OUR SPECIAL SCHEMES 


When you are 50, you start 
thinkirto about retirement You 
feei happy that you have fulfitlad 
your coihmitments. If you had 

R ianned your family, you're 
appy that your son artd your 
dau^ter are well settled. You 
start calculating tfw amounts you 
would get from Provident Fund, 
Gratui^ and Life fnsuraiKe, and 
you think of the best way of 
investing these amounts 
to get a monthly income 

Then you wMi find a gap a gap 
that has to be filled to maintain 
your standard of living. 


That gap can be easily tackled. 
Syndicate Bank shows you the 
way to get a monthly income— 
for a life-time. 

Cali at the nearest branch of 
Syndicate Bank. We are waiting 
for you Rest assured we will take 
care of your money problems 
now or in the near and distant 
future. 
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really inOuence tbe electorate — la 
mill the Janata Party. 

Q; How nunijr aeata do you as- 
pect to win out of the 85 ? 

A: It is too early to predict the 
ai^roxunate number of seats, but 
as the polling nears, the wind in 
favour of tbe Janata Party will get 
stronger and, as such, by the gime 
the voting takes place, the Janata 
Party will win more than SO per 
cent of tbe seats. 

Q: Which eectiam of the electo¬ 
rate do 2 ^ expect to support you ? 

A: The Janata Party is strong in 
the whole of UP, except in a few 
areas dominated by jats, but there 
too the anti'jat wave is so strong, 
that tbe Lok Dal will cut a sorrv 
figure in these are» too. Tbe in¬ 
fluence of tbe Janata extends to ail 
castes. 

Q: What effect will the comtng 
together of the CFD and the Co*s 
gTess(l) have? 

A: 1 don't think that the CPD 
IS in any way going to add to tbe 
strength of the Conaress (I). The 
influence of Mr Banuguna among 
the Muslims may at present be (of 
help) only to him, but not for others 
fur wbom he will canvass. Because 
a large section of the Muslims are 
.shifting their stand from their earlier 
alliance towards Indira Gandhi. But 
it will not give any material strength 
to the number of seats that tfaa 
Cungress(l) may gain in UP. 

Q: How do you assess the chan¬ 
ces of the Lok Dal ? 

A: The Lok Dal has no chance. 
The real contest will be between 
tbe Janata and tbe Congress(I>. 
And at the end tbe diances m fav¬ 
our of the Janata will be brighter 
than that of the Congress(D. 

Jntermew by Nirmol Milra 
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Q: What are the Janalq’s pros¬ 
pects i» Madhya Pradesh in relatwn 
to the other Parties •; the comng 
Lok Sabha poll ? 

A: Quite good. You sec. the 
only Parties that count are tbe 
Janata and Congressd). The 
Janata’s ha.<>e tn MP i.> quite strong. 
The Party's organisational links are 
at tbe grassrool level. Besides 
what the GovCriuucnt has done for 
the people in the past 2-3 years is 
also a plu.s point, A lot has been 
done in villages, for tbe adivasis, etc 
Even the work done for the rest of 
the peopk- is exemplary. People 
accept all this. They arc full ol 
praise for the performance of tbe 
Janata Government. Besides, it is 
also a very stable Government well 
integrated These arc all plus points 


lor the Party. On the other fcena 
the. peopte have ntd forgotten the 
Emergency exoeaaea like Gomputeory 
sterilisation, wfaidi were very wide¬ 
spread in MP. Hie Congrowtf) is 
also a disintegrating Party. Even KU 
leadership was discredited. Aa fW 
the i»k Dal. it has.no base in MP 

0 ■ You any the Janata Govfrm- 
menu is stable. But then is iwet- 
aence in the Ministry aaamet the 
chief Minister, Mr Sakladia. 

A. That is wbat peoide tbiiik. 
But events have prov^ now wrong 
thi-v were. You see the peopir have 
been misled about it. People 
thought tbe Government was about 
to fail today or tomorrow, but it did 
not fall. Whenever there bas been 
an attack Mainst it from outside, 
the Janata I%rty bas remained as 
solid as a rock. The Madhya Pra¬ 
desh Janata list was the fint to be 
declared. This means there was 
least disagreemeiit in MP. 

Q. Nine many seals do you m 
pect to wm ? 

A: Ueidre tbe Janata-Lok Dal 

break-up we had 37 seats. The Lok 
Dal now has 12. But we will, by and 
1-irgc, retain all 37 seats. 

0 Which sectuMs (of the peo¬ 
ple) do you expect to get' support 
from ? 

A. Almost ail sections—tbe adi¬ 
vasis. minonties, kisans, the youth, 
and the little weakness we ud-~ 
(lack of .support among) the hariians 
-- has been made up because Bwiji 
i.s to be our Prime Minister. Wo 
have strengthened our position there 
too. iCven the intelligentsia are 
wiih the Janata. 

Q . How do you assess the patt- 
tton of the Cangrees(l) in the 
State 7 

A: It ha-s no support at att, OO 
oecially in the rural areas. 

liiiiri lew try Ntmutl Milra 


Q : Whdt will be the decisw 
factors in Bihar tn the comma 
pods T 

A; Caste. Bihar is a caste¬ 
conscious State. More so because of 
the reservation policy pursued by 
Karp^ Thakur. After bis exit tlw 
tensions have somewhat subsided 
but the consciousness remains am 
that will dedde tbe elections. 75 
lakh yadava of the Sutc wiU sup¬ 
port the Lok Dal because of Chaa- 
dbury Charan Singh’s utterances 
and tile iOconoeived hope that a 
man from their caste might agaia 
become the Prime Minister. But 
harijans and the upper castes are in 
our favour. Musliins and bratamins 
have traiUtioDMly been with Mrs 
Gandhi rad this time also tbey 
miafat throw their lot with her. 

Q; How Stroup ht the ao-eaUed 
htatra wave in O m a r? 

A: There is no wave as sudi. 
But in triangular contesu she may 
get residual advantage in some ooa- 
stitnendes on account of miralaced 
candidates. It cannot be avoided. 
Pot iaatana if the Juam and Lok 
Dal SeM backward darn candidates 
in a coaatituency and the Congreaa 


SATYENDRA 
NARAIN SiNHA 



President, Bihar Janata Party 


(I) fiekl.s an upper caste candidate 
then she is bound to get advan¬ 
tage. 1 am very apprehensive about 
this situation arising in many cans- 
tituenries 

Q: How many seats do you hope 
to get? 

A- From 35 to 40. We have to 
find only 18 candidates out of 54. 
The rest are sitting memher*. The 
randidates will also be decided un- 
aniniuu.vlv. So there is no chance of 
Ultra Party sabotage. We shall aweep 
in .‘iouth Bitaar. 

Q Which are the key eonetttu- 
encies where, m your opinsan, a keen 
ctmicst nr likely to take pIaor7 

A lliis election on tbe whole 
will bi: tough in Bihar. But in 
Muzaftarpur, Banka, Begusarai rad 
Aurangabad we expert a keener 
fight 

0 Do you ahare the apprdhew 
sum of more violence in Binar. os 
comjiarini to other Slatea ? 

A Yes. The atmosjdiere »» 
charged with tension. Even Janata 
workers are no exception. But it 
will harm every Party. 

Intervumi by Om Prahaah 
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Spot report _ 

Punjab 

The war within 
the Akali Dal 



THE Akali Dal 
which had swept the 
polls in the last Lok 
Sabha elections win- 
oinji all the nine 
•eats it had contest- 
ad, is now in a 
shambles with in 
! fiiditiiK virtually 
. ..J ruining its chances 
m the coming Lok Sabha elections. 
The present crisis is over differe,nces 
tetwecn Mr Prakash Singh Banal, 
the Chief Minister ot Punjab who 
wants an alliance with the Janata 
Party and J. S. Talwandi. the pre- 
ndeot of the Akali Dal. favouring an 
electoral alliance with the Lok Dal, ni 
combination with the Congress. CPI 
and CPI(M). 

According to Mr Badal, an alhana’ 
with the Janata would help the Dal 
more since the Janata Party has more 
Influence over the Hindu voters, lie 
also attributes this to the fact that 
in Punjab the Jana Sangh following 
Is considerable and it would vote for 
the Janata irrespective of the per¬ 
formance of Uie Governinent. Furth¬ 
er. Badal adds that it is primarily due 
to his influence in Punjab that the 
Akali Dal is still popular. The jatfac 
dars (priests), especially after the 


mishaDdling of the Amritsar Niran- 
kari episode , had lo,st considerable 
support. 

Talwandi, however, otfers a differ¬ 
ent argument. The Hindu voter he 
says, disillusioned by the Janata Gov¬ 
ernment, has already decided to vote 
for the Congress (I). This explains 
Uie eagerness of the Janata chief ol 
Punjab, Y:ign.i Duit Sharma. to con¬ 
test from the Hoshiarpui constitueno'. 
In the previous elections he had 
contested from Gurda-spur. Again, 
the Akalis with the support of the 
Lett Parties, the CPi and the CPI(M). 
can easily gather the votes ol the 
organised and unorganised farm 
labour as well as the industrial labour 
force. Tins would help defeat both 
the Co(igre.ss(]) and th<- Janata. 

But the differences bi'twecn Hadal 
and Talwandi an* in I'cality a struggle 
for the Cdiiture of powei in the State 
as also a share, of power at the tientri'. 
Dlffcrenrvs between the two surfaced 
more than a year ago when the 
Chief Mini.ster di.smissed the Educa¬ 
tion Mini.stei, Suklijuider Singh, ironi 
his Cabinet on chaiges ot cornipiion. 
At a meeting ot the DaT.s workiiii: 
ooromitee held on .Septcmbci 8. 
which was boycotted Badal and 
his supporters, 'I'aiwaiid) retaliated 


by exonerating Sukhjiiidcr Singh 
from the charges which he said wure 
poUticaL Talwandi dealt yet another 
blow to the Chief Minister when be 
decided to expel Mr Umrananiffil. a 
supporter of Badal and a critic of 
Talwandi. from the Dal. Further, the 
DaVs general secretary submitted a 
memorandum to the Governor alleg¬ 
ing misuse of the Government 
machinery by the Chief Minister. Mr 
Badal, in his turn, retaliated by re¬ 
moving Talwandi’.s supporter from 
the chairmanship of the State Corpo¬ 
ration and nominated Sant Longowal 
to contest the Dal prcsidcnt.ship 
against Talwandi whose term had ex¬ 
pired on August 28. Talwandi, how¬ 
ever, declared hiin.self the Dal’s pre¬ 
sident. 

The situation came to .such .1 state 
that the Akali f Takht convened tn 
solve the dispute by a rarapromise 
formula : It .set up the s<;ven mem¬ 
ber I.a>ngowaI committee to decide 
Ibc Party’s electoral alliance, ’ftfs 
was a setback to Talwandi since 
I,nngowat was opposed to him, and 
It seemed to him that the Panj Pia^ 
ras (the high prie-its) were favoui- 
Ing Badal. The loingowiil committee 
decided that the miTiistcriali.sts were 
supreme in all poHtiral matters. Tal¬ 
wandi, however, refu-sed to accept this 
verdict of the committee and on No¬ 
vember 8 formed hi.s own parallel poll 
panel consi.sting of Prem Sing Lai- 
pura, general secretary of the Akali.' 
DaUand Sukhjinder Singh. 

At this development Longowal 
rushed Co Amritsar and met Giant 
Sadhu Singh Bhaura, ih<" Jathedar of 
the Akali Takht and urged him to 
Like di.sripiinary action against Tal¬ 
wandi for violating the verdict. As 
a matter of fact all Akali leaders. 
Including Badal, lushcd to Amritsar 



to discuss the /drination of a paral¬ 
lel poll panel by Talwandi. On No* 
ember 13 the Akali Takht Jathedar 
asked Talwandi to call on the. Takht 
for a meeting of the seven-member 
Parliamentaiy board'. But two days 
later Talwandi suddenly left Amrit¬ 
sar leaving behind a note for the 
PanJ flaras which said that he would 
not be available sincx he had some 
urgent work in his village. 

At this the Panj Piaras declared 
that Talwandi was guilty of defiance of 
“hukumnama” and asked him to ap¬ 
pear before the Takht to receive 
punishment. He was declared a *^n- 
khaiya” (rctiel) and asked not to ad¬ 
dress any public meeting organised 
by any Sikh organisation. They also 
directed the Sikh masses to publicly 
boycott the Akali Dai chief. 

After the exoammunication of Tal¬ 
wandi, the Akali Dal is now likely to 
form a Joint front against the 0)n- 
gress(I) in cooperation with five 
other Parties—the Janata Party,Lok 
Dal. CPI. CPI(M) and the Congress. 
The Akali Dai hopes to contest nine 
out of the 13 seats from Punjab. 

A CORRESPONDENT 
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Madhya Pradesh 

Pawan Diwan's revolt 
against the Janata 


A t <1 Press (onfcxeiite oa Otto 
ber "SO Pawan Dtwan the 
Martliva Piadosh Munster for 
Jails announttd his resignation 
fiuin the Cabinet as well as from 
tht Vitlhan Sabha 1 xplaining his 
action he said that the dumancb 
ut the aRitatiiift Jail wardens fui a 
uav tis<‘ had been iKnuied “1 had 
viitually no chuiee 1 did not want 
to be bunnhated" he said But 
this was oiils the immediate rea 
son He hid tieeii dissjlisficd with 
the Saklecha leadership foi a 
nunibti III othei tensons as welt 
Ibc allottmenl of thi jail iMiitloliu 
to him which he considered to be 
an insult sines it was not very im 
portent the tailnie of the (lovcrii 
inent to piovidc lehei to the 
drought atlc tied Chhattisgarh ii 
gion and polilukiiig within the 
Sakicchi Miinstiv 
Ihc' juil employees had bt n 
agitating sinn f\ugusr this year 
foi a iia* in then pav scik‘ on 
pai with till polics* Pawan Itiwin 
bad been sjnipathctic to then d< 
niando and bad adsi-ud Sikhihi 
to com ode them The thiel 
Muiistc I was iiitially not ore paced 
to giant anv ut thcMi ck'rnands 
but when the Jail Minister threa 
tened to |t>in tin < mployc'es agit i 
ting in front of the ( M < hous 
Saklrcha ctuickty assuicd ih« jail 
employees that the it d< inand 
would he cuiueded Hut tor i 
month none oi then deni ind' 
wetc met III Octobfi Hu jail em 
plovecs resumed then agitation 
ris apathy ot the Ctoscrnment «b 
vioush aunoyed the Ministri ten 
Jails When thi pi'esidciit of thi 
Madhsa Ptadesh lull employees 
AssiKidlion Mr It ( Dube called 
on Pawan Diwan and reminded 
him of the t hicf Mnuslet's assu 
ranct lemainmg on paiier thr 
Mmistf* tor fail wrote a tong left 
er to the t hic i Minister informing 
him oi his decision to lesign in 
caw the demands were not con« 
ded 

Bui Diwan was also Hiinoyed at 
the imirticin ot the (msernment in 
punidliig lehif to the diought 
aflccted iieopic ut lhattisgaih 
Due to thi drought a large 
ttumbei ot rn opK t rrfed migi i 
ting fiom this leginii m Septem 
her At this thi Mrdhya Piadesh 
Minister foi I oreslx »aict 
that the migration was due to a 
laigt nutnbci of ivopte mosing 
out of C hhiltisgaiii in March oi 
higher w iges At a public mcc tmg 
held soon aftei this Dissan refeii 
ed to this remark and Mii that 
tht migration was due t(> the ab 
seme of reliet measures and not 
because ol highei wages He ob 


served that the backward n‘gion 
of Chhattisgarh had remaim il 
backward tvei since Independen 
re He said that all tho^e who 
came to pcm< i at the (kmtre in 
eluding the lanata Party had no 
svmpahy foi thi people living 
in this legion and only <x 
plotted Hy^m He added that it 
this continued the people ol Chha 
ttisgaih would toini a sc per ate i 
gionil Pally to look altei their in 
t» rests 

furthii whin Saklccha piomut 
ed Diwan from the level of a Mi 
nistri of ‘state tci (abinet laiik 
but allotted him the fail rKirtfoho 
Diwan felt insulted and when re 
cently the forest Minister V ish 
want Raei Meghawah told him to 
accept the icniiist ol tin lanata 
Party to rontest the election on 
the lanati ticket he lemaiked 
"You ixnple kept me aloof fiom 
the peopli by handing ini the” Jails 
portfolio Now von w int iiw to go 
to the pi'ople ' a inattei ot 


The voter 



AAM &HAKAL a panwallah in 
Bombay says "Are you asking met 
A donWey a brainlt^ worker who 
works with his hanels becaiuse he 
doesn’t have a headT Who <»res 
feir m«7 Least of all yourself I 
shall not vote in these elections «t 
all because I shall have to take 
the trouble of walking to the balkit 
box for nothing in return Serious 
hr I think that the common man 
thouldn’t vote at all this time Let 
anything happen, nothing could be 
worer than what it is May Who 
»res for Indira or for the bnoch 
of eunuchs that are at present in 
the Government'’ 


fact Dlwan had even refused to 
come to Raipur a couple of months 
bark when the Janata Party ehiel 
of Madhya Pradesh Kusnabhau 
Thakaie visited Raipui to 
assess the poll prospeerts Diwan 
was then in Rajim and all 
Janata leaders belonging to R n 
pur had been summoned Diwan 
has also been criticising the Janata 
Party 

Aftei he dended to quit the 
ministry Diwan left fur Rapm, to 
his ashram But news appeared in 
the newspapers that be had disap 
pcared A Bhopal daily ev^n rc 
ported that he had confined him 
self in samadhi in a cave nsai hi 
village lorla It was also reported 
that Diwan had left Bhopal with 
out taking anyone into confidence 
Hut in reality Diwan did not dis 
appear—^he merely avoided meet 
mg people Before leaving he had 
met Kailash Joshi and said that b" 
would not woik in anv arcum 
stances under Saklecha H' first 
went to Durg and then to hi 
village On Octobei 28 Diwan sen 
back his car and staff to Bbc' 
pal and on October Vi gave i 
statement to the Press infoi mini, 
it of his resignation fiom the ( ibi 
net and adefed than he had alsei 
wiied his resignation from tin 
Vidhan Sabh i to thi Njieakei 1 he 
Speakei ha*- heiweve i de in indi el 
It in writing 



MAHINDBA MAHIAVARGY. 24 
a messenger working in Bombay 
MVS “One doesn't want Indira 
Gandhi and one doesn't want the 
Janata Both are failures because' 
both had chances that they squin 
dered There is a lot ol talk today 
about who the rximmon man should 
vote for, bnt for me it makes no 
difference I will vote fur someone 
new in the elections Anyone 
Whether he is an independent 
candidate or from the film Party 
he should be a person who has not 
contested an election before I 
hope this way some new people 
get a chanor 





This was not the first instance of 
Pawan Diwan resigning trum tb< 
MP Cabinet H<* had resigned once 
before when Kailash Toshi was the 
CM It was an act against th« 
politicking within the Party and 
not against the CM After his re 
signation this time when a riport 
er asked him it his resignation 
from the Vidhan Sabha also meant 
his resignation fiom the Janata 
Party he replied “You can treat 
It like that ’ 

At the moment the Tanata k i 
dership wants him to contest thi 
Lok Sabha elections on the Tanat» 
tirket but the formei Mioistei u 
apposed to this Ho has in fact 
refused to contest the tkcfiou 
on the Janita tirket Diwaii 
has also Tofiisert to contest the 
elections on Ihe I oK Dal 
ticket but has said that Id 
could contest the elections as an 
Indept ndent < indidale from Rai 
pur When ask d if that would 
mean violation of the Partv disnp 
line of the I.inal i Pirtv he rotor 
ted “Whcif IS the Tiniti Parts ‘ 
fan voii tell me " 1 hid nfw iv 
stood hv th Tin It I Paiiv hut now 
the laiiatd Parly i> deid snd onh 
factions exist” 


M VKHER 


Uttar Pradesh 

Dilio Kumar. Congress(l) MP ? 



O N Novenibit li, Dilip Kuinai 
Uni bhivpun. Sana Banu 
MI Iho Kapoor \sha Sachde v 
snhin ind Aiun Ooiil anurd in 
I lit I now ostc nsibh to organist' 
> for the (hul Minitti 
III It Inf fund Durln^ tin 
t Udin kuiiiai attendee! a 
D iiht 1 eil iiiuetioii' includm, eiie 
w t*i the iitinisSe I of Luckiiow 

It I th iiiosi inter!sling part of 
Iht iis'i tmik pliiee m the affr i 
noun whin sorn< piopk iiom the 
loniiis ft) as wtH as sonu 
Mil Inn liadeis appii> le hi'ct him 
and I kul him to eeintist the 
littioiis ui I (ongiess fit eandi 
till Ilut if Dilip finally dens 
tiiHest fiom Lucknow it might 
iiosi to tx 1 mbaiI issini foi thi 
(Ml till flint Min»st» 1 ten h< hid 
ml tthutd Ililip I) the [x opk uf 
I Ilf I now Iwo oiniiiittei s have 
how w In I n SI t ii)> t riiaki tin 
l> litiiinni II 1 iri(;i ii>i nt loi Mil 

|iiii pO'.e 

' FHAfiTivA 


WATCH OUT FOR THESt CONSTITUENCIES 



( handra iththhar, ptf'tdnu of the 
funatu Partu qot s bueh. lo he home 
titn titutnuy In March l'h7 he 
had dc flail'd hk, nearest (.imgre ' 
riial I hundriha Prumd^hy o mar 
•fht of ifrleh Expertc'd to 

i>l }v>sc him as Bachrha Palkak of 
the tonareis il) and Janeikwar 
Mishra of the I*ok DaL 


BICLsA/tAi BIHAR 

I araKeihuxiri Smha, penerol 
serreftiry of the ( ontfreu, u ex 
peeled lo contest from this tons 
titucncy ELtpeited to oppose her 
« tnaradn} Smha (CPI) In 
Meirrh 1977 Mrs Smha lost to 
Shyom nandan Mtshra (Janata), 
hv a morym of JSJZJJ votes poll 


tn j a Ilia of I tU t o otes In 
the (rni i In non fioni ilii/uscirei 
Irulrailti S nha po/le'<l 
I ate In An>i (TJihiT Ihb Mt\ 
Sii.hu leisf to Apt Kut lat Mihio 
hy a mauwi of i9(tA> i ni m i 
hvcUcliai fnnn soma (pur 



\/4/f IS tM( M) MAOm 4 
} ft tOf si 

V ( ifewivf ( fMigress <l), U/t.1 

oppo I PnjhtI V urmu (lanala) 

fi >11 h tifrclOuenru \ti 

'huh c i ho lo t I'l Pw fihottiim 
I lu hau kil, I laiot'a in Vfixh 
/ >(■’ f on flo pur hi/ ti rnaiqin if 
atiout hf 0'‘f otf , hui d< < ided 
iurm ihi ni'rti/n'i frim Main 


< 111 li the la I I oh Sahha 
ill in Jhij I o' \ aivm polled 
0 I V •!( I tool the consti- 

lui I 1/ 



V( IV I)/ I III 


''ll hill I V I ;i»f /<’, 'imams 
hi I » I r i»i la thi,' he 
1 I I II la I'l I hr i‘i fioted 
sin III It'll liiiH nil r (I iniuii' 
ti I I > i/nale h t m rep 11 if 

n t‘l1 loll < M httphifi 
I lit) Tf I/I I III till I ijijrisr 

a I h till pie 11 It I 1 , 1 1 eiris Ml 
‘ phi ti lad I III t > ‘ii III lilthi 
I 1 t "I ala di flail II I ra ph 
Knoll I rttifi> I III tiTioip) 

vl I pilied H‘i 1 ' ' aiiovt''t 

S epheTl* V/ I'h I 0 s 
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THR RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL 


Henwati Nimdtm Bahuqmui ha 
come fuU cirete tince Febnutry 2, 
1977. when he retigned from the 
Congreet and ftkned cut general 
tecretary of the Congreu for pemo> 
cracy. On October 19 he retigned 
from the Lak Dal-Congress Govern- 




j<An the Lok DdL And on November 
14, Mrs Gandhi and he met at 
Sh^tvono, oftcr which Mrs GandW 
dropped in at hk house to dkeuss 
the ksue of his joining the Congress 
(/). Finallv. on November 21 he for- 
malty joined the Congress (1) 
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Notes 


«pHACHA’* Abdul Gafoor 
V/leader of the Bihar Congresa 
Party, must be a unique pobtiaan 
Logically, he should have been 
Bihar’s most hated pubhc figure 
after all, it was Abdul Gafoor who 
was Chief Mimster of Bihar dor 
wg the turbulent days of the JP 
movement; it was Gafoor who pro 
nused to finish the movement And 
yet, today in Bihar Gafoor Chacha 
remains one of the most liked 
pohtiaans The students of those 
days, many of them now regular 
pobtidans themselves, recall that 
though Gafoor ivas the immediate 
object of their movement, they 
found It difficult to work up a per 
sonal rage against him The reason 
is simple Abdul Gafoor is known 
to be brutally frank, and personal 
ly honest He leads a simple, un 
complicated hfc, and he smiles all 
the time he gives the impression 
of being a hapiw man, content with 
whatever may be in store for him 
at any point If It was Gafoor who 
commanded Mrs Gandhi's fortress 
during the worst days of the Bihar 
movement it was also Gafoor who 
rude the rlassir rt'mark that Mrs 
Gandhi changes Chief Ministers as 
often as she changes sans Cm rent 
Iv. Abdul Gafoor is campaigniug 
for the Lok DalGongress alltanoe 
And bis pitdi for the Musbro is 
totally typical—it is honest and to 
point. He tells the Muslims 
You call yourselves veiv brave 
you keep complaining that your 
life IS in danger If you are so 
^ave, do one thing become Naxa 
Htes If yon can’t get youiself to 
Moome a Naxalite there are two 
Comraumst Parties m the countiy 
they are know to be secular—so 
go join them If even that does 
not suit you Chaudhuiy Charan 
Singh has started a new Party 
whose name is Lok Dal, and one 
of Its primary alms is to fight th« 
RSS join the Lok Dal If even thr 
Lok Dal does not suit we too have 
a Party in Bihar and It is called 
the Congress—come and join us 
Do anything but never vote foi 
either the RSS or Mrs Gandhi, who 
a supportmg the RSS Govenunent 
In Bihar" Direct talk, and it goes 
down well too 

IE • Phony \^ar’ is now getting 
over and we are gradually 
inosuig into the hnal, hectic and 
decisive phase of the electoral 

campaign Now the woids and 
iiiiasiics Will realty begin to fly <u 
bvc and a half hundred strong 
sets of ofiitois in the three armies 
unleash their sukiKts, armed with 
invcctiv, and promises and latbr 
•ind guns Ami slogans One (km 
giess fi) ditty goes Uchho, dekho 
Jauata ka khel^ Barah ruptya hua 
luiruu tel (Look at the achiivvcmont 


of the Janata mustard oil has be 
come R.> li a kilo) And whoever 
IS opposed to Mis Gandhi is send 
ing out this message banjOV 
aaya vhtr katega 

WLR IS going to be a cruaal 
issue tor the people in the 
coming polls power in the form 
of electricity and diesel Ih" vill 
ages aie violently angry at the 
shottage of diesel that is keeping 
111(11 inimp.. Idle, armed sillageis 
h.ivi ti eially begun bolding up 
vihiiks to loot diesi I -this «ti 
not int< rested in looting niom v 
All along the Shci Sh.ih Sun Hoad 
(lorineiiy ,be (irand flunk Hoad) 
every station which sells diesel has 
queues of mammoth tiucks waiting 
to nourish themselves The psycho 
1( gn I ill (t ot scatcity ueatta, its 
own vicious circle - with eveiv 
one trying to hoard even a little 
the stocks run out much faster 
Ilian iioiinally Plus there is the 
inevitable bl ickmai keling 

This cnsis IS an excellent exam 
pie of how ‘carce resouiixis always 


fn each amahtuency of ths 
country the different Farttet 
Wilt promote thetr aloyana and 
dtttnm. We would apiinwHU* it 
if OUT readert tent m anytMng 
which they found tntereatmg 
or witty, or portsculorly kn 
prestme A smoU tolt«u w our 
appreciation wiU be JU 30 for 
each entry prmted. Ploote add 
,re*t your etimiu to 'The Editor, 
WtWR Special, SUNDAir 


shift to the cities at the expense* 
of the villages. The jute industry 
at the moment is undergoing a 
boom, and the lying industnoiiista 
who had closed down tbeii jute 
mills on one excuse or the other 
are reopening them at full speed 
in Bengal Not mertly this they 
liavc invested heavily in generators 
lo I ([) h( n iac tones running 
when the elertiicity goes nfi These 
giniratois gux/lc diesel — and 
wbeic do s the diesel come from ? 

f>,q wonders how the perennial 
power shortage In (alrutta and its 
I i( liIiiMii hood will aliect the nil 
ing 1 eft Tront’s chances In the ur¬ 
ban aieas fn the meanwhile. Cal 
rnltans havr been reduced to mak 
ing sick lokes about the situation 
A schoolgotng .son of a coUeagiK* 
commented the other day during 
diiinei whik we were discussing 
win ther thf lights would go off at 
arntind ten oi whether we would 
he lurk^ that evening “These 
lights are a source of loo much 
tension As long as they are on 
everybody keeps talking onlv ah 
out when thev will go off Iveiv 
one lelaxes only when the electri 
city Mftualiv goes off’ Point 


OerNT at a dinner at a repid«*<l 
uniinahst’s house in Delhi 
Knniig the guests arc Alai Behan 
Vaipasec snd George Icqinandrs 
*K»l|o viwr Vatoavee tells (K*oige 
The lady is coming baciv. * Do 
SI in« thing!’ II wish( ‘ wen 
hor* es 


M J AKBAR 
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&bAM 10 nud November, 
uu toe brioK ot winter, 
till* brec£c cool dOil ibe 
mua iicdi, luutcb dO(l ieeh 
beduutul uud ptcdSdiit 
But tbJb iiedbUit, tocic a no iteuce 
A viiMetice winui cuuia t<iKe a viuoiiA 
turn, atut ichcm uoiiiiu iMoporUum, 
ba& alieda> aiaried I be tcic>iun& ot 

butory. Itioaus \<(suit Mu&niii, 
(oniCAe vet am U< tiudlu. combmed 
WHO ItK' iiuttcduuna ul the pruaent, 
tuicdten to tuin Av>ciin imo d bloody 
iMtttrgiouud Lveiyouc is acdrcd at 
toc iitipiicatiuna ot wUdt ta happening 

Wuo lA tiguUiig wliuin Ul Aaaaui** 
The. uihcidl deindud oi the Aaaduicae 
kpt'dging ptopK ]'• ilidt the nmiiea of 
ail loiFigu iidtioiidU should be dele¬ 
ted Irimi till eleitotal tolls pending 
winch tti(> eleitioas ahoukl be puai 
p>iui<d But toi du uiea whnh liaa 
Known steady iinniiKtatiun ot illite.i 
ate iM-dsaiiij. Iiom ttie laai tiutury, 
most ot wiioni base nut botbeis'd to 
dcqtim <itJ/<n.shio ««rlitnaies, ideii- 
titvuig the ual lou.Kiiei laii beumie 
a toiiiinlabh la s Ihe agilatiun ik 
theni'iit* In mg mit pieted by dll 
settl'is, lx tlnv Beiigdli Hindua 
Uvligtili Vlu>liii< , Utnilualaiu ui Oiiya 
pidllttitiou idleni.UA OI Ni'palu, de 
the lust p ot a long movi to ou<t 
them tiurii tin State llu A.ssiUiie.se 
s(M*.ikiiii; pi'upli li.ne added aubv 
tame to thi' li.ii tiy o|Kuly utteimg 
m mauds to. aulionnny and iluiining 
that the 'late has bi en iuKhI toi Uie 
Itisl all vtai' in oatsideis 

llK dciialion, Ul gaiia .satyii 
giatiii v> its ixganiatts the All 
Aa.Siiiii simtints l nion and ttie (>dna 
Saiigiaiii Pali.«iia<t (all it, took visual 
shapi tx'Hwiiii Nosiinbei 12 and 17 
t)n No.eiiibti 1. o\ei iMo lakhs 
louited diMsi n oauhuti iLselt ditd 
siuiilai 'aisagiaiia was ollet«>d dll 
osi ’ itic Mall, 111 dist.ut and sub- 
ditisional head((i>ait>'is and even at 
bluik levels iti< agitation was led 
by lilt highly iispt(table middle 
«lavs w( 11 di > SSI d .students, wouit n 
ui tiadilitinsis III iktu la an (Kiasional 
Hash it iti( bit inh'.ikmg lamtd As 
sain Ix.nitv old (Xi/ple lawye's On 
tiH la t V (V III (.• luhali eseryone 
a 4 lUist tt !x V uipating Ihe 
t.l’UMi'iippi'i tid liiikpemlent iiiayut 
ut <>,iiliiti wa‘ I'lvit .It the bead «t a 
gioiip 4.1 (oiiiK illoi s I \en Hindi 
speaking > li'vs IV lootii . vvi'ie theie 
III thin iio sbi.ts and dhctcs Hut 
tlw sigiiili. Ill' dilti'v'iKi was that 
wliili >v4iv(>(ii w,is agaiast ihi in 
(liisuoi ol (III 1 . mil ot foreign 
iiatiou lU ibv psiodontnv lui Bang 
ladeshi Hindus a.m M>ishnis and 
Ni p.di in tin iltvtural roll (wfauh 
ii (luite um \(t ption (till I the uOd.ni 
nntv eiivl'vt ill w Oiiten ivt p,yiis ul 
the puMC .on “h.ii'id >t<lt> rimt slo 
galls Mush 'o i‘ii t iiu amusi meal 
ot 1 K loiK ,1 mil all that one 
I'luid h It the I isdus shout was 

hush <ii hustu and ^lodabad. 
stm) >li. si 

Ituiing *h> Sis days et th> cats a 




ASSAM: THE 

RISING 

VOLCANO 

Today, it is a tragedy. Tomorrow, it could 
be a catastrophe. SUBIR ROY undertook 
an extensive tour of the trouble-ridden 
State to report. 



t'.rr) III r>um Duma 


grahd the mood ol Gauhati was nut 
wnoniotLs, it seemed more of a earn! 
val No violence, only a bit of worked 
up tension The cheerleaders gesti 
(ulating d lAtle bit extra as ttwy 
approat bed the “tempoi ary jail’, the 
gills wdlihing smiling 

The risidents of Dibrugarh district, 
bowevei, had felt tbe cutting edgi 
ot violence Ihrough most of No¬ 
vember 0 to 11 the towns ut Nahar- 
katia Dum Ouma and Tinsukia were 
lutlew bound. On Nowniber 8. 
limu Baran Marumdar. a Bengali 
othrei ol the Nabarkatia btandi of 
I nited Bank of India left his bouse 
in Imsukia foi Nabarkatia He did 
not return that night Next morning 
at around 7 am Ui£>c was a message 
to his iamil) to come tu the Tinsukia 
pi'liic station as Mr .Ma/umdar bad 
met with an accidcal. Iwo of hit 
biothiis who lushed to tbe police 
station wert‘ toM the same thing 
nothing more and asked tu go back 








Di^eaved wife and two children, of Ramprasad Suka; parents and wife of 
Mongol Bhagat (baby in arms} 



Tea Estate; deserted h/naes 


The police fired from here at Tara 


h<in»c- On returning tbcj tuund on 
the muiit road near their house a 
truck bearing Timir’s dead body. 
What had happi'ned? No one wotud 
say. The police .said nothing, onl.v 
requested quick cremation. They 
said that the death certificate and 
post mortem report would toHaw hut 
till November 17. nothing had hap¬ 
pened When I spoke to hi.s brothers 
and father on the 17th, by the light 
of lantern.s (the kuceba house had no 
electrtdtv) in one of the I'lorc 
mode.st areas of Tinsukia, they were 
scared and coiifustni The most pa¬ 
thetic was their plea as I left : 

Please don’t write anything that will 
bring further attacks on us”. Survi¬ 
val was more important than justice. 
Tiinir's father is pushing 70, Timir 
was 20, his only daughter is seven 
months old, another brother is work¬ 
ing in the post office, and one is 
finisbmg bis M.Sc. Mr f). L. Mazum- 
dar had migrated from the then East 
Bengal in 1044. All bis children, 
including Timir. were born in Assam. 
All eligiUe family members had 
their names on the voters' list. 1 
came back with the picture of an 
uprooted lower middle class Bengali 
family struggling to establish itself 
bv dint of education, contending for 
whHe collar jobs in an agrarian Stale. 

11 Timir’s family was scared, the 
other Bengalis of Tinsukia were very 
agitated. They wanted to take his 
body out in a procession, past Uie 
school where he had taught once. 
Ilie toute was changed by the SOO 
to prevent a flare-up but at ooe of 
the crossings the procession tried to 
change route and a piteb^ battle 
wrth the polic'e and lathi charge 
fidlowcd. Tinsukia thereafter came 
under curfew for about 43 hours. 
But the curfew that day in Nahar- 
katia was having its own consequen- 


ivis. The banks were closed and the 
workers of Tara tea estate, belonging 
to Warren Tea Co., could not be paid 
their by-weekly wages and rations. 
The mood of the workt'rs, all non- 
Assamese, turned sullen. Came Sa¬ 
turday, November 10, and there w<cs 
a brief ghcrao of officials at I'ara 
Tea Estate demanding wages. 'The 
inanagcmeiK eventualfv iiianagi'd to 
get together the money and wage 
payments started at about 3 pm. 
But soon news came that there was 
trouble at Kakojan village near the 
estate where some ex-tea garden 
workers lived along with plains tribal 
Assamese. The male workers left 
immediately without taking their 
wages to find out the fate of their 
follcs in Kakojan village. At aiound 
0 pm the Dum Duma executive ma 
glstrate returned with a police party 
and three Injured, saying that Assa¬ 
mese in Kakojan village had been 
attacked bv the labourerf,. Six houses 
there had been ransacked That 
night the management staff and their 
families who were camping in the 
manager's bungalow for safety heard 
shouts of congregated workers. Late 
m the night when the executive ma 
guslrate and a police party visited 
ihc -•staff lines they found two injured 
ami several A->sainesc staff quarters 
empty. 

On Novembtir 10, while there was 
tension and sporadic violence in Tara 
Tea Estate, la nearby Dum Duma 
town another drama was being enact 
ed . a drama which underlined the ba 
SIC is,sui s at the heart of the current 
turmoil. Before the a.ssusiant clecio 
lal registration officer bbiccUons 
w*'re raised over the inclusion of 91 
names (serial numbe.rs 1395-1460. 
against bolding No, 316. These weie 
bihan Hindus. 'I'here was au alter- 
colion between the ooDte.nding par 


ties ; the Hindi-speaking people and 
Assamc&e-speakinjK students {the lat¬ 
ter were objecting to the names). 
The official then asked for Mr L P 
Singh, vice-chairman of the Dum 
/Duma town oonimiltec, leader of the 
Hindi speaking people, to come be¬ 
fore him. As the situation became 
tense the offidat took Mr Singh to 
the nearby police station, for he said 
lie wa,s worried about Mr Singh's 
safety. Soon there was a several 
thousand strong Uindi-speaking crowd 
before the station demanding Mr 
Sim;hrelease. The pohee fired 
tlnee rounds, injuring an Assamese 
womitu standing at a doorstep. The 
irowd left eventually with L F. 
bmgh. Curfew deownded on Dum 
Duma. Mr L P Singh’s cai-ccr is 
fiuscinaiing. In 1972 he headed the 
Avsam Students’ Assodation of Di- 
bnigaih. in 1974 he was leading the 
All As.sam Students’ Dnion. He was 
then he.ld up as a showpiece of the 
fully integrated outsider. During the 
Eini'i geiM-y, on a charge of having 
coinpi omlM.‘d wKh the Government 
over the 20-point programme, he lost 
his .<.tud(‘Rt.s union leadership Today 
he is obviously leading the non-As- 
sdincse in and around Dum Duma. 
All (unior Assam Government offidals 
I mH darkly hinted that behind all 
the teiusion was the hand of L. P. 
bingh. Some muttered darkly that 
L 1’ Singh bud been rea-wHy visiting 
Tara Tea Estate rather frequently. 

Sunday. November 11, dawned 
ten,St at Tara Tea Estate. Assamese 
ulfue-.staiT. who were mbaiing from 
their quarters the previous night, 
tame out of hiding Irom the bashes 
ami .sought protection at the mana¬ 
gers bungalow. Tlic rtmiaining wage 
pjvmrnt.s were made. Tlicn some 
miMiibers ot the management went 
to lake a look at the *’babu lines” 
where the As.same.'ic staff lived. Soon 
theif Wds a large gathering of non- 
As-samese workers at the far end of 
lilt- staff quaitcrs. The gathering 
quickly swelled and the workers 
.'<t:irled to advance with lathis, (knis 
and bows and arrow.s. .Some workers 
weie .seen entering the .staff' quarters. 
An assi.stant manager intercepted 
them and went with the. police to the 
staff quarters. At about 12.30 pm 
there was a lathi charge As the 
iH'leaguered were being put in a truck 
rlie police, through a loudspeaker, 
u.sked the workers to go back. When 
the workers were .seen advancing 
along another alley between two 
planted area.s, thus thieatening to 
rut. off the only line of retreat for 
the police and evacuees there was 
panic. 1’hcn came the firing. Ip all 
about ;>(i rrmnds were fired. The 
polite said the first few were blank. 

A worker was seen to fall. After 
this the workers retreated a little, 
but did not diftper.se. The evacuation 
wa.s completed. The injured were 
taken to Beeiacoopi haspital where 
the seionil worker died 

When 1 visited 'lara Tea Lstate on 
Saturday, Novembr.'! 17. work at the 
garden and its fatloiy was slowly 
n-turning to normal. A row of de¬ 
serted .staff quarters with boarded up 
doir.s and windows and pi-r-sonal 


betoogiaio streMra Ui tbe boshM bore 
ltr(Xiiuon.v U> tbe raiuack. Froo^ fn- 
•kic oae of tbooe houiOt cane tile 
ointiauous barking of a diafaed dog 
whose forelegs bad beeo injured aad 
sear whom no one could go now. 
The policeman who showed us around 
said with a fatalistic shake of (he 
head : "He (the dog) will die'’, la 
the workers' lines there was peace on 
the surface but many alMe>bodied 
piropic seemed not to have gone to 
work. We met the wife of one of the 
dead workers, Hamprasad Suka. (ori> 
ginaily front Madhya Pradesh), and 
bis children. The mMber didn’t know 
what had happened. It seemed no 
one would talk. The inarticulate 
grkf of a "coolie’s" wife could only 
be guessed from her totally blank 
face. R was the same with Mangal 
Bharat's wife, who had b nine-month- 
old baby. Mangal Bharat, also from 
MP, was dead too. 

Back at Dibrugarh on the lltb 
morning (be police were worried how 
In curfew-bound Dura Duma, with 
intense police patroUiog, a thatched 
hut could have btten set on fire. 
Chittaranjan Outta woke up with a 
start at around 2 am on SuMay upon 
hearing neighbours' shouts that bis 
thatched roof was on fire. With his 
wife and four children he managed 
to leave the room in time. Because 
of tbe trouble tbev had cooked and 
eaten early, at around 7 pm. So the 
fire coukl not have started from tbe 
kitchen. Chittaranjan owned a shop, 
and had come to Assam 28 years ago 
at the age of lea. Today, he had a 
resigned expression on ms face. 


T he genesis of the present 
conflict can be traced in 
tbe immediate past to the 
death of Mr Hiralal 

_iPatwari, the sitting MP 

*rum Mangaldai. in April. The then 
Janata Government of Mr Golap 
Barbora ordered an intensive revision 
of tbe cItKioral rolls in this constitu¬ 
ency before, tlie by-election that 
would follow, as it suspected large- 
scale infiltration of foreign nations. 
About 47,600 names were deleted 
from the draft rolls on this count. 
There were strong protests from 
minority leaders who accused tbe 
Uovernment td deleting the names 
of Indian dtuens at random, and of 
many rough and ready deportatkms to 
Bangladean of genuine Indians. Then 
(be Janata Government fell in Delhi, 
and eventually electioos were dedar- 
ed for the whole country. A problem. 
scrio^.^ enough in ooe couatitueocy, 
cngultcd the whole State. All hell 
broke kiose. 

Hie 'foreign' immigration into 
A.«!>am. through the importation of 
tea garden labour, began in the last 
century. Rut the immigratioo of 
roHivators from the then East Ben- 
gab which BOW consUtutea tbe iargaat 
aeipbent of the so^alled foreigners, 
began at ttie turn of the century 
and bad deiinitely not ended up to 
the creation of Bangladesh in De¬ 
cember 1970. luitlaily the bardwork* 
log peasants of Myntensfngh were 
.umicomed by the landed cfaaaea of 
Assam and thev had an entirely 

30 


beneficial effect on the State whose 
riverine and fallow lands went under 
the plough and increase food output. 
But the attRude had changed by 
1950. An accusing finger is pointed 
now at the pre-partidon Muslim 
League Ministry of Sir SaaduUab 
wnich Is supposed to have encourag¬ 
ed immigration with an eye towards 
tbe loonimg partition and tbe possi- 
biuty of including more of Assam in 
East Pakistan. A regional leader 
sokI m conndenoe, “If the new Con¬ 
gress Ministry had not deported 
VUU.UUU Muslims in 1946-47 then we 
would have been living in Pakistan". 
And he shuddered. 

The tormal demands of tbe present 
agitation are tbe pustMnemeot of tbe 
elections and tbe deletion of tbe 
names of foreign nationals from tbe 
tiiectoral rolls. But in fact the 
demands go much furtner. Tbe gaua 
sangram is currently being led by. 
among others, the All Assam Stu¬ 
dents' Union, Jadyatabadi Dal, 
Purbanchaliya Lok Parishad and 
Assam Sahitya Sabha. The list itself 
Is sufficicDt commentary on the ex- 
tent to which tbe leadership of the 
current movement, which has a large 
following among tbe Assamese- 
s^aking middle class, has gone out 
01 the bands of tbe all-India political 
Partic.s. One of the most lotellec- 
tually impressive politicians in Gau- 
hau today is Mr Nrbaran Bora, 
chairman of tbe PLP. For the record 
be said ; “We are against tbe depor¬ 
tation ot foreign nationals except 
through the due process of law," 
took pains to point out that tbe 
dok'tiun of a name from the electoral 
rolk was not an ipso facto detenui- 
nation of bis alien status. But tbe 
next day. during a chat with some of 
the youth and student leaders whom 
he is trying to weld into a Party, 
sumeuae said : "We have been ruled 
by foreigners for the last 30 years". 
Murb later in the night an office 
bearer of tbe Jatiyatavadi Yuva Man 
cha shouted at me through a drunken 
base : “Why have you come now to 
find out? Wc want complete auto¬ 
nomy and dual atiaeaship for As¬ 
sam". In tact, what has always been 
a pioblcin in Nagaland. Mizoram 
and Meghalaya is now raising its 
ticad in Assam. A strong secessionist 
streak runs through the minds of 


Afittaran. Bora 



many educated young people ig 

Assacte 

Mr^Bora reels off atatisUcs and 
statements with the assured confi¬ 
dence of one who knows his ground 
most thoroughly and has picked the 
strongest posable points to laundia 
inost impressive assauk. “On Octo¬ 
ber 24 last year the chief election 
commissioner had said that a 
per cent rise in Assam’s population 
between 1961 and 1971 indicated the 
largcscale infiltration of foreigners 
He also said that voters should be 
issued with identity cards with photo¬ 
graphs as in Sikldm.,..Then in reply 
to a parliamentary question Mt 
Ajit Sharma (Janata member from 
Assam) the Central Goveamtat said 
that it agreed with the views of the 
CEC and had asked the GU> to detect 
the foreign nationals and asked the 
electoral officers to delete their 
names from the electoral rolls under 
Section 20 of the Representation of 
the People Act.” 

Altogether 1.43 lakhs of people 
have obtained dtizensbip certificates 
in Assam since 1955. Mr Bora does 
not have much time for those who 
did not care to go through the pro. 
cess of obtaining ckizenshiB certifi- 
rates. Till 1966 some 7.6 lakha bad 
entered Assam legally. The conten¬ 
tion of large scale illegal immigration 
into Assam is buttressed by suooes- 
siw census figures which show Assam 
to have a population growth rate far 
higher than tbe national average. 


Percentage increase 
previous decade 

over 


Assam 

India 

1911 

16.99 

5.73 

1921 

20.47 

0.30 

1931 

19.92 

11.00 

1941 

20.37 

14.23 

1951 

19.94 

1X31 

1961 

34.97 

21.64 

1971 

39.95 

24.80 


“An effort was made during 1965- 
68 to detect and deport foreign 
^nationals and about 69.000 such de¬ 
portations were made during that 
period. These were done through 
tribunals set up by the then ChM 
Minister Mr B. P. Chaliba and the 
Deputy Chief Minister, Mr Fakhrud- 
din Ali Ahmed. But there was an 
uproar in tbe Assembly and 33 MLAs 
obiected to the tribunals which then 
packed up." said Mr Bora. 

Where Mr Bora ig less assertive is 
in the sphere of linguktlc statistics. 
What has galled educated Assamese 
the most in the past is what they 
term "Bengali linguistic dtauvinlsm'^ 
and a geiteral sense of “soperiorite" 
among Bengalis, particularly mid& 
dass Bengali Himu aettlers. In con- 
trast, tbe mostly illiterate 1 «m11 i»s« 
Bengali Muslim peasants htm the 
then East Pakistan have been freely 
dedariag themselves as Assamese- 
speaking although they speak undilu¬ 
ted Bengali. And census penoonel 
have been recording this irithout bat¬ 
ting an eyelid. But after 1861. Oey 
began asserting that they were Ben¬ 
galis settled m Assam. What was 
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Maximum Price Rs. 10 for 20 
Subiflct to local taxes 



HMV Fiesta Popular. 

Indian laigest-selling record player. 


When we put the Fiestd 
Popuiai tn the market 
we hoped to put music 
wrthin the reach of as 
many homes as possible 
We gave it ever^hing 
music lovers would want 
in a compact sturdy set 
Starting with a very 
reasonable price tag ' 
For both AC and Battery 
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models We buiH in a 
powerful wide 
frequency range ampli 
her and a piace-it- 
anywhere, lid 
mounted 
matching 
speaker A 
tone control 
for fine adjust 
ment of bass 
and treble sounds A 
3 speed turntable to 
play all types of records 
AH this Ijerausi* we 
wanted the Fiesta 
Popular to take more 



music to more people and 
before we knew it it had 
become the 
largest selling 
record player in 
the country t Today 
there are 3 00 000 
Fiesta homes spread ail 
over India You can be 
sure there s an HMV Fiesta 
playing somewhere 
right now 


His Master’s Voice 

Tfwfutwais satiiwll.. ; 
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the result? It » the State Govern- 
nient'f job to publish the breakup 
of the ceqsus stadsucs relating to 
a particular State, and Assam has 
not jet published the language wise 
break-up of Its population for the 71 
census! Much more than the com 
ing elections, what realh looms 
ominouslv before the Assamese 
speaking people is the census of 1981 
Mhcn tbe> may finally go on record 
as basing become the minority in 
their own State! 

Another important distinguishmg 
feature of the present agitation from 
previous ones is that it is laigely the 
Assamese speaking versus most 
outsiders' The tea garden labourers 
brought from MP and Onssa .. are 
outsideis and so are the Nepalis 
lh> Nepalis pose an even more in 
1 1 act able problem because there are 
no travel restrictions with Nepal 
\ou cuuldnt deport a Nepah the 
aim way as you could deport a 
Bangladeshi Pei haps the only out 
idiiv who have not drawn the ire of 
the Assamese speaking people are 
the tiading Marwari community 
TIkv through the Kamrup Cbambd 
of Cmnmcrt'e an sohdly brhind the 
gitaiioi Thev have be«n seen dis 
tiibuting appk s ind sweets to the 
vatyagrahLs The satyagrahis also 
•eem to find no trouble in seiutinH 
cars and lorries to takt them arouml 
Mr rhaganld Jam a siahyirt of ih* 
Assani Sahltya ‘•abha saw th.K thu 
Is fui manv n asons and the survival 
instinct of the businessman might 
also b( a reason tor their support to 
the agitators 

IHILl most people dis 
counted the horroi storn • 
that are doing th” rounds 
about deportation thi n 

_seems to be a general 

feeling that random and arbi rary 
deh'tions have been made fioni vot 
ers’ lists. Every mmoiity politician 
seeiits iu have a list of Indian uti 
/ens and longteim re&idi iits being 
aoked tn give documentarv evidenti 
that tbev arc Indians in this list tomt 
people like an Ayurvedic college 
prindpat The most interesting such 
case is that of Mr Mafaendta Mohan 
Chaudhury, former Chief Minuter 
and Governor of Punjab But against 
this must be placed the figures of 
successive voters lists The 1971 
Ciectorai rolls totalled 63 lakhs the 
February 19T7 rolls had 72 lakh 
names And now this has risen in 
two years to 8S lakhs' While it is bad 
enough for someone to find his name 
missing from the draft rolls it i^ 
very disconcerting to be served with 
a deportation order This fate has 
visited the wife of a retirsid Nepah 
speaking head constable of the 
Assam Rifles with over 20 vears’ 
service 

Enumerators,who aie mostly school 
teach(.i», unemplnyed graduates or 
!owei Kvel Government employees 
have nos been wholly impartial in 
compiling the draft rolls Different 
enumerators assouatmns have oavsed 
resolution deciding not to submit 
their records if the 1977 rolls arc 
Kept intact Mr Golap Barbora 

ha- ^vc.n gom on record thanking 


students, of all people f<H assisting 
cnumeiators in their task of detecting 
and deleting the names of foreign 
ers The adnunistration. which is 
mostly Assamese soeakiag has bv 
by its acts of omission and commis 
sion lost some of the confidence of the 
non-Assamese There was the strange 
sperttuh of Mr logon Hazarika, the 
Chief Minister being gheraoed on 
November 16 within the Assembly 
roniple\ bv over SO demonstrators 
when the ate a was under Section 

Iff literally hundreds of policemen 
stood by watching Some "uncertain 
tv" sut rounds the status of the chief 
secretary the DIG Bolder and the DC 
Kami up A Cabinet Minister told 
m< that there was a I abinet decision 
to transfer them The chief secre 
lur\ IS already on leave and Mr D 
Sarao is officiating as chief secretary 
But she t hief Minister in a subsc 
quent interview denied that any of 
them was undii ordiis of tiansfer 
Thtougb a tour ot the tension iidden 
Dibrugarh district and after talking 
to over a doren junior ufiiriab one 
thing came out claaily the frequent 
lapsi into “Uiey" and 'we" 

Ihc current primary haK olyect in 
Vs am IS Ml Jvuti Basil the CPI(M) 
West Brngal Chief Minister His 
several statements drawing the Cen 
tn > «tt< ntion to the Avam situa 
tion have not tndc ired him to thn 



Students inetc every uemunsttatinn 
ha‘ slogan^' raised against him On the 
wav to Gauhat! airport I spotted at 
least thiee effigirs of him The 
rPBM) in Assam is also an emhat 
tlid Party It ha^ been branded as 
a Party of thi Bengalis which gwid 
Assamese speakinj progryssives take 
a ,y pc I soiial insult fheri is no* 
doubt that the respec'able middle 
class of Assam considei the CPI(M) 
a iiicmacc VVbih talking to Mr 
Nibaian Bora h- tried tn dismiss an 
incident m Naharkatla m Augu<t as 
rrallv a fight b< tween two wagon 
biiakeis which tuincd (otnmunal 
When 1 replied that that was bow 
m.inv (ummunil flan ups <,tait<d a 
a fight between anti scKiais he had 
no answei When pnss«"d on thr 
deportation issue he flaicd up 

Whni a bootleggci is diagged into 
the pohcf dation and meidlevsls 
beaten he dots not feel insultc-d 
But when h> IS asked to prove that 
he IS ,iD Ind an (itireri he feels insult 
ed liHik at thr tiime rates of Assam 
Nut mote than 5 prr eim of jail in 
It ate^ are Assamese ’’ It wasn t 
u cuiiside I diuu for him tif rouiai 
that the pool took to ciimc out ci 
d“peration This from a fo-mcr 
Boeial St ' 

Of d! chi all India pohtual I'at 


ti<‘s the Janata seems clo&ett td the 
sections of opmion behind the agRa 
tion Mr Goiap Boibora the airrent 
h ader of the Opposition in the State 
Assembly, m his 14month luli gny< 
Assam quite a geniune caste 
Hindu Government A toimor Sotin 
list, he is himself full ot niodcia 
turn but the logic of his Paitv's 
electoral base has its influence on 
thi positions be takes up lie agieei 
that the test of India cunsideis liis 
Parti to have started a contit»yt‘isy 
whiil' has come to the present pass 
H< likes to recollect that the chu * 

I hi turn commissioner Mi Snkhdir 
had said before that ‘Assam is yen 
liig'ia) in enrolment" but now thiiij i 
are diffeient A significant laud 
m.yik IS July 1978 when thi As.sniii 
Sahltya Sabhu foi the first time u^ed 
th< til in boSirapola (outsider) ms 
ti ad of bidtshi naponfi (toieie.u 
national) The ianata State (>o\ciu 
meiit tiled to be serious about the 
dfUiliun of infiltrators and had dis 
lussions with Pimie Mimstct Mi 
Di sai and Horne Minister H M 
Pali I Mi Dc'sai after bis vis't fioin 
Bangladesh conveyed General ^ui's 
position that if there arc gen'mic* 
Banglado'his in Assam he would t.ik< 
them back Mi Batboia would fust 
like the i entn to accept that any 
om (iiteiing Assam nltci Much 
IBil should be* consideied a ioi 
(igiiei Thi Assam Njhiiya S ihh i 
hid also aictptid thi* ‘But some 
Muslim fiiend did not want nnv 
ihadluu, said Mi Ilaibota A mw 
nationality registei should be stalled 
and idintity cards issued to voters 
hi said 

Ml login Hwaiika the piescnt 
C hit f Mmisti I and li adi i of the 
bi> ikiway Assam t.mita Dal, hat 
jlitadc h.id to 1 .UI <1111 noconfidinee 
niiitioti in hi hire two months in 
(illiK 111 sacs tint the shaky bast 
ot III c,ovi I III milt didn t curb its 
P'lwi I Iu tiKkh till pii lent dgita 
'Kill Iwciu' all the n ttional Paitu 
iiiiid thr Ml w uf thi picscni (lov 
iiiiruint VVhtii i|iir aiontd about 
h iw 111 ilhli I iti p( iSiiirt without a 
hiilh ii'titiiitu not to s|yi dk ot a 
<1 houl h aving ciiiihiiti wa* to pm 
tiit hinialf igiiiist an onr/calou> 
bun lull Id all hi luuld answr 
wi I lant till you about th 
piooosid plan ot action bccuast jt i 
till to b( tppiovtd bv till hgida 
on Ihosc having duCuimn's Id i 
dotniiile irttilica**' would not h 
ti IU hi d On thr <1111 tion of polu i 
md adinmisti itivi paKialitv Mi 
Hi/■Ilia'- It ti lit ton was driwti " 
till iiuiilint' C Bfdo 111 whirh i 1 i 
Iu id u 1 di l< g i‘( >■ to thr youth vu 
if till f ini'ir on thiir wai I 

(,«ill I M* rr harassid and rrihb I 
nr II I tiilirr station His bl md m 
pK I 1 I hi poliii If nut 

aw I * uf in III h liuidnil In ,iii 
itfti>|ihri< rhiminaird t»\ '•imu u 
til 1 III inv niimhr r of r r u 

l>u t , til IIII ih< < hi 1 Mill 1 

d u 1 i* 1 ' hit >iil * ti 

HIM !m 1 n' I lull II u puc I n •' 

, < Id dll ' in It It y, i u 

1 i/t III , P r |1 *• < I t 

' ri I 111 |i o pi I II it 

It It 
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RSS: Victim of Ees 


HE RSS and the Jana 
Sanah have alwaya haen 
vkunu of calnmny. Their 
detractors have tried, 
■ometimet %vith success, to 
besmear their reputation by canards, 
inalidous rumours, insinuations and 
hinueodo. Whisper campaigns have 
been started against them to such 
seemingly upright persona luce the 
late Mr Jawaharlal Nehru. The 
trattors have been motivated by poli¬ 
tic al reascMis. by personal self-interest 
and sometimes by sheer malice. But 
both the organisatioiis have conti¬ 
nued to grow, whidi ia a*proof of tbe 
Inberent good lenae of the ludian 
people and also of tbe (act that the 
charges were petently false. Truth, 
they say. will out. aiiitt It has a habit 
of surfacing in spite of all efforts to 
suppress it 

Let os first examine tbe categories 
of persons who have indulged in a 
conUttuous campaign of vuiflcathm. 
The first among them are, of course, 
persons of Communist persuasion 
whose kwalties, because of thear 
warped Wwology, have seldom been 
to the land of their birth. Inter- 
nationahsm, which is an essential 
part of the Marxist theory, has mis¬ 
led iu Indian adherents to believe 
that the Interests of the proletariat 
lie in what the Russians or tbe C%i- 
nese want them to do. An esaeotial 
feature of the Communist movement 
throughout tbe world has been that 
its adherents were faiteraatioaalist 
only so Ibng as thiv did not come to 
power' the moment they did, they 
turned into rabid nationalists and 
expanstonlsts. And because of their 
propaganda techniques they are able 
to persuade the Cammunists in other 
countries that their interests are 
synonymous with those the coun 
try where tbe dictatorship of the 
prob'tsriat has been estabUshod The 
Coiumunists of all hues have, there¬ 
fore. always alleged ttat the RSS 
and the Jana Sangh, are ohscuran 
tist, conservative, chauvinistic, re¬ 
actionary and an extremist orgaidu- 
ban. They have never been able to 
prove the charges, nor is there any 
likelihood of their ever succeeding in 
this venture 

The other section which rightly 
belongs to this catrgmy includes the 
agents of foreign powers like the 
USA. who. ie^lous of the rising 
strength of the Jana Sangh and the 
KSS, and their nathmalisUt ideology, 
hjve always been afraid that it may 
stand in tne way of the achievement 
oi American ohiectives in India. 

The M'cnnd category of the oppo 
neiitv Ilf the R 5 kS and the Jana Sangh, 
«'<’ tht political rivab of the latter 
mitamsntion svhu avuiine that it is 
li>e itS*> which IS behind the Jana 
S.mgh Thi ir pruyiaganda machines 
litsf .>lHas> Hawed venom against 
tie ni to Hicin goi-s the m'dit of in 
Stiltin' I 111 lilt, whiih by repetition 
t III f. ii’int -‘in* v.ihdits III the eyes 
't 


A senior Janata leader 
and RSS member 
defends his organisa¬ 
tion from what he calls 
vicious propaganda. 
This is an exclusive 
extract from 'RSS : 
Victim of Slander' 
published by Vision 
Books Private Ltd, 

Rs 35. 
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of those who do not care to go deep 
Into things and explore tbe causes. 

Tbe third category of the tradu- 
cent of tbe RSS and Jana Sangh are 
some section!), of India’s minoritiet, 
who to definition, are anti-Hindu and 
would have oppmwd the two organi- 
nitons in anv event. They have rea¬ 
dily heHeved the Contress propa¬ 
ganda that tbe RSS and the Jana 
Sangh are their enemies and that 
onlv the Congress can save them 
The most inffuential section in this 
category is the Muslim teadership 
vdiosr hold ovei their followers de¬ 
pends on their anti-RSS and Jana 
Sangh and, sometimes. anti-Rmdu 
•tame. 

The fourth, and perhaps, the most 
infiiirntisl, class of {lersnns who 
oppose the RSS ,ind tla* Jans Sangh 


are thost sections of the intelligentsid 
Who are influenced to western edu 
cation and culture mod udio are asha 
med to can their culture their own 
because of their wrong notions. 

ND, now to tbe grounds 
on which this opposition 
is based. The forces in) 
mfcai to the RSS and 
Jana Sangh have charged 
them with being fascist, obscurantist 
diauvinistic, suppmters <ff dictator 
ghip. secret organisers (this with te 
gard to the RSS), enemies of socia 
lism, opposed to tbe minorities, be 
lievers in violenoe, and that they 
collect arms and give training in 
their use. 

Hie opposition to the RSS is as old 
as 19S2. when the Govemment ot 
then Central Provinces issued a 
circular to all its departments to 
keep an eye on the activities tS tbe 
RSS. It has grown rince then, but a 
notable feature is that the viniknre 
of tbe anti-RSS feeling has grown 
J^h its development. The bigger it 
became, the more strident were the 
voices raised against it and the more- 
vicious the conspiracies hatdied to 
annihilate it. 

The thread which runs through ail 
the efforts to contain and, if possible, 
to annihilate the RSS is sheer Jeal¬ 
ousy. Indolent as the common or gar 
den variety of Indian politiciao is, his 
mouth has watered at the well-orga 
nised. disciplined corps of workers 
that the RSS ha.s. Efforts were made 
by more than one political party to 
have the RSS merge with them. When 
that did not happen, because of the 
i^ereirt belirf of the RSS leadership 
that politics is not the be-all and end- 
ali of human existence, that the po 
wer of the people is superior to the 
wwer (rf tbe state, that essential 
dianges in our social structure can- 
Bot_ be brought about by government 
action alone, they tried in their own 
separate ways to annihilate it. Not a 
shred of evidence, not an iota ot 
proof has ever been adduced to 
Piwe Rie charges. No worker ot the 
RSS has ever been arraigned in a 
rourt of law on any criminal dharge. 
Iraring the Emergency when some oi 
the RSS swayanuewaks were dumb, 
aed from government service and they 
J**?* cmirls, the government 

tooked Uke a fool since no proof of 
nielr alleged crimes was fwttiooniing. 
for which the courts passed strictures 
aimtost the government, 

Tto first major attemot to suppress 
the RSS was made in IMS after the 
murder of Mahatma Gandhi Various 
canards were spiead by its opponents, 
***•* murderer belonged to the 
RSS that he hod confessed, and all 
sorts of unbelievable trash. Readers 
of newspapers of the period wiR re- 





nenAer tbe lurid Mnries Whidi ap¬ 
pear^ in the antMtSS Press Read 
the communique issued bv the Go- 
vemmert of India banninf tbe 
Sanah Here T would quote onlv one 
^ntenoe which Is a raasterpieoe of 
soohistiT* 

Many persons have fatten vicHm 

to tbe violence mpported by the 

San^. of whom Gandhiji was the 

latest , ^ 

There was no proof, no aips had 
been recovered from the RSS or its 
workers, but the charge of advoca 
ting vtolenoe was made, nevertheless 
One is reminded of the story of the 
lion and the lamb 

Another attempt was made in 1975 
in the traumatic days of the Enter 
gency, when the RSS was banned foi 
the second time in te existence. It is 
no secret that the members of the 
RSS were in the forefront of the strug 
gle for freedom from arbitary rule 
and suffered imprisonment in then 
hundreds of thousands Tbe stigma 
which they carried in the eyes of the 
political Parties was wadied away 
when the pohtical activists co opera 
ting with the late JFs movement of 
‘total revolution' found them to be 
honest, dedicated and utterly nation 
ahstic in their outlook. After the fall 
of the dictatorial regime, the RSS 
was rehabilitated but hardly a year 
passed before Messrs Madhu Limaye 
and Raj Naraln unleasbed their viru 
lent campaign of hate 

The most popular canard that has 
been spread by its opponents is that 
the RSS It an miemy of tbe mlnori 
ties The impression Is strengthened 
due to the fact that the RSS believes 
in Hindu nattonaUsm. It is also said 
that tbe RSS is not secular and that 
It incited communal riots. But an im¬ 
partial study of its bebefs will belie 
the charge The leaders of the RSS 
have many times made their pidnt of 
view deaf that they do not believe 
in any special treatment at the Hm 
dus just as they do not believe that 
anv special rights or concessions 
should be given to the minorities 
that tiiev want national inteip'ation 
in the truest sense of the term, that 
they have full faith in the basic prin 
dples of our Constitution that there 
should not be any discrimination on 
grounds of rebgioa and that the mi 
norities are as tadigenoos to India as 
the Hindus are It has of course 
protested against the separatist ten 
dendes since such fisuparous feehngs 
harm the nation It does not like it 
when the minorities look towards 

other countnes for political mspira 
tion. The RSS is not opposed to tbe 
Muslims on the religious plane at all 
It believes that everybody js equally 
tree to follow his religion Its onlv 
opposition is to the demand for 

speaal rights or privileges on grounds 
of rrligioo or community. Its msis 
tence IS that religion should not 

divide a person’s aHegtance to the 
nation 

The charge, sometimes made that 
Jhe RSS wants to annihilate thi 
I lyinonties is equallv piepo&terous 

Since such a thing is abhorrent to RSS 
philosophy It wants to see Indii 
uniTied into a strong nation tbiougli 


. . . . .... . ... 

Whisper campaigpe have 
been started against the 
RSS and the Jana Sangh 
by such seemingly upright 
persons tike the late Mr 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 


a proocss of integiatiun in which ,il’ 
communities join the nitional main 
stream I ately it has come round to 
the idea of a loose coiifcdcratioii of 
India, Pakistan, and Banglidesh li 
it argues the peopte of Tuiopc can 
march towards unity through tbe 
ELC theie is no reason why India 
and Pakistan cannot come together 
for mutual interest 
The Hindu tiadition of tolciancs 
and syntht sis of the various streams 
of consciousness which forms th« 
foundation of tbe RSS philosopliv 
cannot result m narrow minds and 
th< iwayameieu/ahi of tht RSS have 
nevri distinguished bttween Hindus 
and the non Hindus in the mattei of 
extending their help and set vices In 
times of need And now the RSS has 


opened its door to the non-Hiadlas 
and people other than the Hindtis 
have started coming to tiic shoMios 

The allegation, so favourite amoni; 
its enemies, is that the RSS believes 
in violence and the use of drms tliat 
it trams its members in tbcir use 
This IS probably due to the belief of 
the RSS that a healthy mind goes 
with a healthy body It is berauM' of 
this beltef that it follows a pio 
Riamme of callisthenics and inexMn 
■ve Indian games at the •^boAhat 
along with discussion of social and 
cultural problems And tiu {MOpii 
who are used to looking through tin 
opposite end of the telestsipi an 
liable to see a distorted picture Taki 
the lathi and its use for a phvsiiat 
culture programme This is the tinv 
bit of fact whuh is sometimes tieaied 
as PI oof of the violent bent of min<l 
of the Sangli 

Tbe RSS Is often accused of being 
a secret flrgani<ation The bt'glnning 
was made in 1*M8 when one of the 
grounds for a ban on it was the secret 
nature of its activities Any unbiased 
obseiver can see that the chaige is 
pateiitlv false Its sbakhos, functions 
and conferences are held openly Two 
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millions of fts swaymtswcAs gadier 
at thonaaiHls of places in foil view of 
the people. You can watdi a stuUfba, 
Imar what is beiiu said there: the 
only reaction of the awajiaauevfala 
wOI be to invite poo cordially to join 

The prooeedinsB of its public fono 
thus and oonferenoes are publi^d 
In newspapers and ^mals which 
care to do so. Its literature fs on 
•ale and froely available; you can pet 
It by the simple expedient of gettincr 
in tondi witii any of its offices. 

|1E socalled progressives 
and the half-baked eco¬ 
nomic phi.k>so^bers are 
beard complaining that 
die Sangh is opposed t - 
the philosophy of socialism. I would 
ask: what is sodalism? Like God, it 
is everything to everybody. No acc¬ 
epted deflnitioa of the word has so 
far been evolved. When you talk 
of socialism, the hearer wants to 
Imow what type of socialism you 
are talking about; the one that Marx 
wrote about? The sodalism of Nehru? 
The sodalism as it is being practised 
in the Communist countries or the 
sodalism of Gandhi? If you were to 
arrange the various definitions of 
BodaUsm as a scientist arranges 
the various hues of the spectrum. 
YOU will have more Uian the co¬ 
lours of the rainbow. But if soda¬ 
lism is the antithesis of capita- 
hsm, if it seeks to end the exploitation 
of labour by the capitalists, the RSS 
is in its favour. The Jana Sangh 
leaders have, from the very inception 
tit their organisation, opposed capita 
lism, whether it was of the individual 
or of the state. Their attitude to 
economic problems, especially that of 
the right to property, is epitomised 
in the following quotation from one 
of the source documents; The Prk^ci- 
plea and PoUeiea : 


don, that its founder. Dr HecUpwar, 
had been to Germany to he trained in 
Nad techniques. The durge is not 
baaed on ideological considerations 
nor are amf grounds mentioned by 
those who make it. The fact that 
the Naxis and fasdsts distorted the 
form of nationalism in their coun¬ 
tries and committed all sorts ot 
crimes in its name, made fascism a 
dirty word. The Communists and 
their fellow travellers have used this 
word for the RSS first, because it is 
a word of abuse in their jargon and 
secondly, because they are in the 
habit of using extreme language in 
relation to anybody they do not like 

The RSS was founded in I92!i. 
when Hitler bad not risen on the 
political scene of Germany and the 
Nazi Party was nowhere to be seen. 
There is no question, therefore, of 
the RSS being a disdple of Nazism 
and fasdsm. Another canard, a vital 
element of this vicious charge, is 
that Dr Hedgewar had gone to Ger¬ 
many. But it is a total lie: Dr Hedge- 
war was so busy in building up his 
organisation that he never had any 
time to set foot outside India. He 
was not the modern politician of 
India who would rush abroad on the 
slightest pretext and opportunity. 

Ideologically, fascism and the RSS 
are poles apart The fasd.sts believ¬ 
ed in a totalitarian state, in the sub 
servience of the individual to the 
state who was to be disdplined an 1 
kept under state control. But thc^ 
RSS believes that the state must take 
second place to the people and every 
action of the state should be judged 
with reference to the welfare oi the 
people who are supreme. Individual 
liberty and human dignity have been 
a part of the Hindu tradition since 
time immemorial and anything which 
destroys human liberty and dignity 
is abhorrent to the RSS. 



The ri^t to property should be 
accepted within certain limits. The 
limits have to bs determined with 
references to the needs of the in¬ 
dividual and the society and the 
values of life which we believe in. 
When the right to property makes 
the owners indolerft and given to 


redcless living and others always in 
want or dependent on others, it 
has to be regulated. 

The RSS is not opposed to socialism 
as an egalitarian philosophy, but to 
materialistic aspect of it which 
QMS not accord with our cuKure or 


our ethos, or the essential values of 
life we believe in. The RSS does not 
believe in the high and the low, does 
not give any importance to social 
distliictions; it believes in an egalita¬ 
rian society and human treatment to 
be meted out to alL la this connec¬ 
tion it will not be out of place to 
mention the traditional Hindus pray¬ 
er Harpopt t n U Uu aab tmtu, sorur 
sotUu niramay (May all be happy and 
let na be rid M all troubles) and the 
Ideal of Vasudhatw Ifoimnoaham 
(May the whole world be nw family). 
The RSS believes in the noble Hindu 
Meal of aaeklBC the welfare of all 

Hying tming* 

A charge often repeated ad nauseam 
is that flie RSS is a fascist orgaMsa- 


Whereas the nationalism of the 
fascists and the Nazis was more 
chauvinism and jingoism than natio¬ 
nalism. the cultural nationalism of 
the RSS is quite in accord with Hindu 
philosophv and tradition. Fascism is 
the enemy of democracy but thr 
leaders of the RSS have reiterated 
many times that democracy was the 
best system of government that hu¬ 
man society has been able to evolve 
so far. 

Fascist di.sdpKne was a terrifying 
thing; the discipline of the RSS. on 
the other hand, is purely spontaneou.s 
and voluntary. There is no sanction 
behind the discipline of the RSS ex¬ 
cept the moral force which informs 
the swayam$ewoks. Fasci.sni frowns 
upon the independent spirit, but the 
RSS encourages it. A fascist follower 
was not encouraged to think for him 
self, his creed was ‘not to reason 
why; but to do and die', whereas the 
RSS mendiers arc free to think how 
best they can be of service to society 
and the nation. 

Fasdsts did not believe in non- 
violence, as the RSS does. War wa.s 
a creed with the fasdsts; the RSS 
will not use violence. It wilt not, 
however, run away from a fight if it 
is imposed upon it. 


Fascism Hved on mpagandg. The’ 
theerr of the Big Ue was InveMed, 
by Hitler and his cohorts. Tfie 
on the other hand, shuns pubBcil^l 
It believes in selfless service 
obtrusively done, without fanfoi^.!! 
without expectation of recogniHtJcu.' 
much less of reward. Its reewd M 
service in the cychm-hit areas •dt 
Andhra and Morvi is unequalled, aF 
recently attested by the Acting Editor t 
of The illustrated Weekly af India' 
who wrote in his "Editor's Page*’ iai. 
the issue, dated the 30th Septembw, 
1979; 

...When the Andhra cyclone took; 
its terrible toll., some of the firsts 
to arrive on the scene were the 
RSS vohipteers and I have it from 
one of the highest offldals in the 
Andhra Pradesh Government that 
they did *a magnlfioent job with¬ 
out onre asking the Government 
for as.sistance of any kind and not 
even looking for cheap publidty. 

It is also common knowhmge now 
that, again, some of the first to go 
to Morvi to do the kind of diny' 
work that others were unwilling to 
undertake—like picking bloated 
and stinking dead bodies and giv- - 
ing them a decent cremation—-were 
the RS.S volunteers. 

Where were Raj Narain's lily-white 
followers when thousands were 
crying for assistance in Andhra 
Pradesh and in Morvi? How much 
of money has he donated to the 
alleviation of plain human suffer- 
ing out of the funds—totally un¬ 
accounted for—he collected from 
his kisans? You might say anything 
about the RSS but, when it comes 
to serving their fellow countrymen, 
they seem willing and ready to roll 
up their sleeves and get to work 
and ask for nothing in return. Not 
even a picture in the Weekly. By 
at) means damn them. But once in 
a while stand back and thank 
them for what they have done. 
People with a penchant for un¬ 
truths have tried to make out that 
the RSS is onwsed to democracy 
and that its methods are dictatorial. 

It pains one to see thoiic who tried 
to keep the people of India under 
their heel during the Emergency and 
used all the Hitlerian techniques are 
the ones who make this ridiculous 
charge. Anybody familiar with the 
working of the RSS. as 1 am, will 
attest to the democratic methods ot 
functioning adopted by it, Communlats 
who purport to bcUcve in the dicta¬ 
torship of. the proletariat—knowing 
full well that it has always degene¬ 
rated into personal dictatorship—are 
the ones who often repeat like parroU 
that the RSS believes in dictatoi^io. 
Y^n the farces of freedom and ehril- 
liberties were sought to be crushed 
and the people were groaning under ■ 
the iron heel of Mrs (Gandhi and her 
(uhtMTts, who was in the vangaurd of 
the struggle to restore democraev 
and Its freedoms, if not the RSS? 
Have the members of the RSS nut 
proved by their sacrifices and aelftess 
service, indomitabte courage and will¬ 
ingness to risk all that tl^ had dur- 
the dark days of the Indira rule. « 
that only democrats could have wag- ' 
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111 JteMtedthem 
I by their 
_bootstraps. 




Mending shoes was the sole 
support of more than 200 
Bhopal cobblers They plied 
their trade in the open air, 
exposed to wind heat and rain 

Then Bank of India lifted their 
lives to a new level With loans 
of Rs 900 each for building 
Kiosks and as working capital 

Today the cobblers of Bhopal 
practise their craft in kiosks 
of their own Just another 
instance of Bank of India's 
action to uplift the 
underprivileged 

Secure your future with India s 
largest nationalised bank 
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cd the tvpe «f stnigglr that they 
idid? Can it be denied that 90 per 
cent of those who ran the undei- 
ground movement under the banner 
of the Lok Sangharsh Samiti bt^ 
longed to the RSS^ Did ttO per cent 
of the one hundred thousand satya 
grahis not comprise the hwavanue 
tpaJcA ot I he RhS’ Weie not SbOOO 
out of a total 40,000 ai rested undei 
MISA not RSS workers’* 

Koni Zihacus the Labour rebel m 
Britain, during the early Fifties when 
the cold war had just started wiote 
in his / Chose Pewm Demociar> is 
not a need for sissies and stooges 
It is red blooded and vii tie, with hair 
on its chest and Are in its eyes Let 
me tell you that the mombeis of thr 
RSS are neither sissies nor stooges 
They are Ann believtrs lu democracy 
and have proved that they can dy 
for its sake 

The RSS has always beheved in the 
Hindu tradition of treating indivi 
duals as independent siKial units and 
free men It has trud and success 
fully too to inculcate a spirit of 
rquaUty among its members There 
IS no distinction between (he high 
and the low whether economically 
01 socially It has always favourc'd 
decentralisation of powers which is 
dcmociacy in its truest form 

HF ehdige of being 
obscurantist and rbauvm 
istic has also been levcb 
ed against the BSS 1 
would rcfei those wlio 
make the charge to the Conase Oxfoid 
Dictionary, or any dictionary, foi 
the true meaning of the words Do 
they really understand the tiu* Im 
port of what they are saying when 
they charge the R*>^ with being 
obscurantist^ An obscurantist i* an 
opponent of Inquiry enlightenment 
and reform If love for youi own 
traditions and cultuiai saliKs and 
histonral traditions and the effort to 
revive them Is obscurantism the RS^' 
will gladly plead guilty to the charge 
The sheie noweve- is on the othe r 
foot The rhcsigt i- generally made 
by pseudo intellrrluals who have le ad 
Marx but not Kautilva, who know 
the scriptures of othei religious hut 
not of thos* which evolved in Indt \ 
during its long histoiv who are ex 
perts in Roman and Greek mythology 
but are totally ignorant of our own 
mythology Those are the persons 
who because of their famihanty and 
lhat too superAcfal familiarity - with 
the svestern civilisation their imper 
feet knowledge of western ways and 
lack of national self-respect oi 
national vision always condemn 
everything Indian How can the RSS 
whirh IS merely trying to see oni 
nation great and our society rid of 
the evils which beset it be accused 
of being 'opposed to reform’ which 1^ 
essence of svord obscurantist^ 

The charge of chauvinism is levell 
od by the Communists and their 
feDow travellers Does one have to 
remind them that in their Mecca 
’internationalism’ which they so avrd 
ly preadi svas buried fathoms deep 
when in the intra Party stiugglr 
Stahn defeated Trotsky’ And that if 


chauvinism is to be found anywhere 
In its truest form aftei Kapoleon’s 
France, it is the Communist countries 
who seem to be moving their Indian 
puppets 

The nationalism preached by the 
RSS may be intense it is not 
chauvinstic nor has it evci alloyyed it 
to degeiieiate into jingoism The 
history of the RSS is repkte with e* 
amples of the siiuihces made bv its 
members in the freedom struggle 
Fven though the RSS is a cultuia) 
orgamsalifln and has lefusod to con 
vert Itself into a political Parly 
which it could have done under the 
law and the constitution of th" 
rountiy, the leaders of the RSS have 
refused to do it because tfic mam 
put pose* of the RSS is to organise 
and unite thi Hindu soaety It has 
however allowed its members to lake 
part in politics and if most of them 
arv to lx found in the erstwhik Jana 
Sangh It Dieredv means that the othei 
Pailies are not artiiig up to the moral 
standaids which have become a part 
ot the RSS and if<. memhc'rs 

Right from thi time of th>“ hrst 
S< istmuhchufa/y the n'eord oi si-imct 
rcndcied by the members of the RSS 
is unbeaten A laigc nuni ^‘1 of 
members of tlic RSS took part in the 
nun (nient foe the libc'ratinn of the 
counliy fiom the foreign yoke It 
welcomed the coinptete ineV'lwndencr 
resolution of the Indian National 
f ongrcs‘ in IS^O In the Quit India 
move iiu nt also ■ iai ge numbei of 
RSS ssoikeis (ouiltel aiicst 

( onsiden the iiurntx i oi woikcis of 
the RS‘ ineaiceiatsd during the 
Fmergencs it you do you would 
nevei believe tin chaige that tlv 
USS wa-. a fasiisi iirganisalinn which 
believes in dictatoiship oi that it 
ran away iiom lh< treedom move 
riient Rut for the hard woik and 
skmIkis inaelf bv the suui/aTn,’CU>ukM 
oi lh( RSS the fight again>t eiictatoi 
ship from IS75 to 1977 would not 
have ‘been a& suea«sful a^ it was 

I et us take the que stioii eit banian* 
and the attitude o( the RSS towards 
them Gandhip gavw the name barijan 
to those uutortunati sections eif 
Hindu society who had bi*en consfd 
ered untouchable and the tradition 
li id I ontiniii d It s on ask a swayam 

> ak of tht RSS about it hr is 
like ly to answi r “I have bee n taught 
that alt ara equal I do not recognise 
any caste s‘ 

In this coniK'tion I would like to 
mention Mahatma Gandhi s visit to a 
lamp of RSS It was in 1934, when 
he was staying at i»e*wagrani In 
A'aidha Very eloM* to it an RSS 
camp was being held One uiuining 
Gandhip heard the band which was 
teing played at the camp He en 
Quired alKiut it, and on being told 
of the RS® camp he expressed 
a desire to visit it Dr Hedgewat 
himself was present at the camp and 
he said Gandhiji was most welcome* 
whenevet lie found tune to visit It 
was during midday meals that be 
diose to visit It More than a thou 
sand swayamsewaks, sitting in long 
neat rows wen* havung tbeir meals 


Gandhiji was duly imprcaaed by tbn 
arrangements and discipiise, but he 
wanted to probe things farther. Me 
enquired if theie were any harijans 
among them, a matter nearest to his 
beait Nearly all of those present 
raised their hands. Gandhiji was sur* 
ori*a>d Was it a trick of some kind’ 
He again asked if there wen* any 
brahmins Yes there svere some Anv 
kshatriyas. Again, some, Gandhiji 
asked them if they knew that they 
writ having their meals with ban 
jaiis No they did not know, but they 
knew they were alt Hmdus, and that 
wl^ inough Gandhi)! was pleased to 
bear this and wished RSS woik all 
success This inendeut will show that 
the nabonal integration of RSS’s 
di earns does not ^stinguish between 
the high caste and the low caste, the 
bane of Hindu society at all Sinee 
its cat he St days it has been working 
towards a melting aud fusion oi sucb 
diAeitnees though in its own way 
As a mattei ot fact dislinrtlons oi 
caste ait heing maintained in our 
country bv vested political interests, 
politicians who thrive on the ill will 
among the various castes which have 
been in the Aist place* piovoked by 
themselves for their own narrow par 
tisan interests Can the Congressmen 
who swe ai by Gandhi and shed croco¬ 
dile teal s over the hanjans and other 
depitssed veciions ot Hindu soeaety 
deny that they put up caiididatcK oi 
a particular ciste where its members 
pieduininalL? Ihi other traducers of 
the* RSS 311 also in the same position. 

I he fouiidti ot the RSS used to 
say Uiat he did not believe lu castes 
or untouehab’iitv nor did his organi- 
Riition eve I piaetise* it Parodjring 
Abiahani I ineoln who had said, "It 
slavery is uot wrong, nothing else 
k" he laid “If untouchability is not 
wiong nutliiiiK els! is’ He exhorted 
all to woik lor the eradication o! un- 
toucbabihtv and to tcc that the sec¬ 
tions of society d<‘piived of Justice 
aud equdhtv over tiv ceututies are 
giv/'ii then due treated like equals 
and he tpe d to come up to the level of 
tb*“ lest ot the seKielj 

In one oi his Iectun*s delivered in 
the famous Vasant lyctuie Series, at 
Pune Mr ILilasaheb Deoias had said 
in spite of all its taults Hindu 
sociitv has some very giKid points 
(It) has c*stabhshpd certain 
moral value s li we are able to deve¬ 
lop a seiciety where there aretboae 
values and professiein and practice 
are not sepaiate, if haimony is 
braugiit in oiir way of life, these 
values will subsist Unity among 
the Hindu* is e*ssentia! and the 
basis of units could only be sodai 
equality 

1 had myself once arranged mar 
rlage of a harijan boy from U P with 
a Maharashtrian brahmin giri Both 
the families were known and attach 
ed to me pefsonally and 1 had no 
difBniltv in Axing this intei-cavtc as 
well as interstate marriage Such 
marriages wheie the girl is a brah 
min and the boy a hariJan aie still 
unceimmon I am trying to do more 
in this direction with the help of 
friends and, God willing will be sues 
cessful 
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—Candd Could 

ENT10N RSS in any irpup 
aod ImuiMUatrly tte talk 
will tun to oMainuAaUais 
aad amunuaal riot* "Oh 
ASS, they are criminal* 
of the wont kind I Thev Indulce in 
violence againtt innooeot women 
and cbikken in the name of religion. 
Ihey do vmhmoe to the name oi 
lehgion and ooaimit outrage against 
humanitv", some would say Some 
others would protest "Why do ^ 
accuse only the Hindus 7 Shouldn’t 
they organise and retaliate when 
Bttatkcd 

It I* well nigh impossible to think 
of or discuss, the ASS without go¬ 
ing into the question of its dose 
assonation with the phenomenon of 
organised communal violence Broad 
iy speaking, Indian Mu s lim a have 
(ome to bdieve that the ASS is out 
to totally eliminate the community 
There are a few people like limner 
Housing Minister Slkandsr Bakfat 
and former Minister of State for 
Canimeroe Arif Baig who try to 
defend the ASS but the commumty 
ftnds them totally at variance with 
the facts of life Ihev remain iso 
lated individuals The only orgaaisa 
tion ol Muslims that for some time 
made an attempt to whitewash the 
image ot the RSS was the Jsmast-e- 
tolaini. perhaps because it shared the 
A^S» opposttioa to oommunism and 
seculaiism But after what happened 
to Aligarh aad Jamshedpur they are 
uso rowtrained to change their tune. 
A M0lon of Hindus—a small section 
only-^Mls that the ASS is their 
only laviottr The huUc of the com- 
munity, however, either ignores them 
or cnrses them for hthudog e had 
name to the Hindu rsligiaa aad 
India The rdason. of course, is 
very simple the proportion ol 


RSS b communal 


In a game played in the RSS shakhas, the 
group raises the slogan: Hindusthan Hindu ka, 
nahin kisi ke baap ka(India belongs to Hindus 
and not to anybody's father). In this exclusive 
extract from “Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh" 
(Radhakrishna Prakashan,Rs 3Q) the author 
exposes this face of the RSS—with quotes 
from its own literature. 


By D.R. GOEL 


Hindus in the total population is so 
large that they have no feelmgs of 
insecurity and, therefore, have no 
need of a saviour, RSS or any other 
Apart from the farg that the 
popuiai mind assoaates one with 
the other, there is a remarkable com- 
cidenoe between ‘the RSS’ growth in 
particular areas and the prevalence 
of teotioD and violence tbene Wide 
notite has also been taken of another 
coincidence Most of the riots were 
preceded by eitbei visits of RSS 
leaders to an area or the bolding of 
an RSS uunp there The Nagpur 
not of 19Z7 was seemingly unprO’ 
voked, in fact it was deiiberaitely 
engineered It gave a big boost to 
the growth of the RSS and the first 
officers' training camp had been 
held there only a few months prior 
to that The same kind of reports 
were later heard from Ahmedahad 
Jalgaun, Bhiwsndi and Ranchi 

rhe Kapoor Commission had come 
by evidence investing the involve¬ 
ment of the RSS in communal lull 
ingc The report notes "By Ex 
119 dated October 7. 1947 the DSP. 
Poona wrote that the RSS veduoteers 
were responalUc for Hindu Muslim 
riots in rertsin rural areas of Poona 
District" (Secular Democracy, Octo¬ 
ber, 1970, Mge 20) further on it 
IS recorded "Ex 62 dated Deoem 
ber 20 1947 is a Bombay weekly 
letter showing that on December 10, 
1947 a pnvate meetbfg of Hindu 
Sabhaites including some PunjaWs 
and Sikh refugees who were ex 
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armymea could be utilised in tram 
Ing the RSS volunteers There could 
be he said, no peace unless they had 
their revenw against Musums ’’ 
BBS Jetkya eviduioe condensed in 
para 1SS9 says that, “be made a list 
of 600-700 cases against the RSS in 
a couple of months after independ 
enre, the diargea against them being 
of collecting arms and attacking 
villages and assaulting individuais 
and bis recommendation was that 
the RSS should be banned and be 
went and talked to the UP Premier 
Mr G B Pant and the Home Mims 
ter Mr Lai Bahadur Shastri” 

All theae were police r^KRts which 
were not used for any p^ticnl pur 
pose The police and bureaucracy 
bad not yet developed the habit (m 
accepting the Congreas as the effec¬ 
tive boss, nor had most of the Con¬ 
gressmen till then started lookmg 
upon the RSS at an adversary If 
at all, the evidence of the period, 
admitted by responsible RSS men* as 
correct, shows that a large majonty 
of Hindu officers were sympathetic 
to the organisation The evideiioe, 
therefore, cannot he diamissod as 
conc»cted by a prejudiced reghne 
What does tiie ibS say on this 7 
It does not deny Hs involvement and 
role but refuses to admit ettfaer that 
M has ever taken the initiative or in¬ 
cited Hindus against Muslims. To 
letaUate and smke in self defence 
IS, of course, exmsidered by the RSS 
to be a social duty ak Che protection 
preaervatiem aad reiuvenatioa ot 
Hindu society la the sacred task it 
has taken upon hseif. Quite often 
they give the impreaskm that they 
welcome the charge because tiigy 
feel elated if Hindus look upon 
them a* tbo defenders of the faith 
and Mnalims feel terrorised A 
Hindu Mabasabha funettonary once 
tuM me "Tboae who oitiidse the 
RSS for being anti-Mualim really 
help them because tbey can then 
pose themselves as heroes among 
the Hindua’’ The argument ef the 
RSS runs akmg the feitowing fines 
‘We are not agataiat anybody Wr 
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are for Rbidua. To orcuiie Hindus 
and serve tliem is no sa. Tbe Mus¬ 
lims will come to tilieir senses not 
appeasement but by show of 
proven strenctb. Hindus have never 
communal and aggressive. How 
can we be communal and aggres- 
sivej’ So goes tbe obtuse reasoning. 

An incident wbicb occurred during 
tbe meeting of the National Inten¬ 
tion CouncQ held in June 1968 at 
Srinagar is very revealing in this 
context. Subhadra Joshi, tbe Presi¬ 
dent of the All India Sampradayikta 
Virodhi Committee, objected during 
her speech to the tendency of identi¬ 
fying communalism with any parti 
cular community and pdnted out: 
*'A communalist is a communalist, 
not a Hindu or a Muslim or a Sikh, 
just as a goonda is a goonda and not 
a rm>nesentative of a community’*. 
There is nothing objectiouable in 
this remark; in fact every reasonable 
person would agree with it But 
Vajpayee flared up and threatened tu 
walk out protesting that he had 
been called a goonda. Soon enough 
the realisation dawned upon him 
that he had inadvertently admitted 
to the charge of being a oommuna- 
lUt and sat down quietly. Vajpawe 
had .earlier made a statement that 
Hindus were not communal. He 
srouid have felt comfortaUe if there 
was a retort that Hindus were com- 
' munal and Muslims were not. 

The way the RSS preseatt ti^ 

K oblem wu dho indicated when in 
ay 1970, there was a debate in the 
Lok Sabha on the outburst of com¬ 
munal disturbances at Bhiwandi. 
Jalgaonend other places. The whole 
nation nai fek outraged by the 
happenings and almost all sections 
of public <^nion pointed an accus¬ 
ing finger at the nSS and the Jana 
Sangh. Atal Bebari, initiating ttie 
debate tried to defend his parent 
organisation and the Jana Sangh and 
asserted: “Let us understand two 
things. Whatever the reason, 
our Muslim brothers luve been be¬ 
coming mote and more communal 
and as a reaction thereto Hindus 
have been becoming more and more 
militant. No one has made Hindus 
militant. If you insist on piin^ u» 
s the cre^ for this we are wilUnp tc 
lake it/' (Fate the focts. Engiisb 
rendering of Vajpayee’s original Ifindi 
speech made on May 19, 1979 pub- 
bsbed otRdally by tbe Bhartiys Jana 
Sangh, P.12). 

U there is any ambiguity in wlmt 
Vajpayee spoke in Parliament, the 
weekly Orpontser removes it. In a 
recent issue it carried an artide, *l^t 
Mohammad Go to the Mountain’ 
wherein the author says, "Tbe Mus¬ 
lim has a feellatg thgt be has not 
been treated fairlv in free India. 
But tbe Hindu has the profound 
feeling that be was lll-treatM by the 
MusUms for a thousand years' ’’ 
(June 3, 1979). In other words, if 
the Hindu kills a Muslim or des 
troys Muslim property it is justifi¬ 
able revenge. And tbe author is 
no stray or irresponsible individual: 
the initial ‘M’ be uses is known to 
be invariably that of the editor who, 
obviously, represents the authentic 



voice of the organisation. The solu¬ 
tion to the problem, as suggested in 
the following lines is worto noting; 
“It IS neither possible or prafltable 
to go into all the rights and svrongs 
of history. But there is such a thing 
as historic wrongs. Chou En-lai hi- 
sisted on Japan saying ‘sorry’ for its 
invasion of China, before their rela¬ 
tions could be normalised. I woh 
the Afutltm Indians susd ‘sorry^ by a 
symbolic gesture—by returning the 
historic mandirs forcibly made into 
mosses. In this connection I would 
partKularly mention the Ram Janam- 
sthan Mandir in Ayodhya and the 
Krishna Janamsthan Mandir in 
Mathura. It could bring about a 
trernendous psychological change in 
the country^’ (C. P. Bhishikar). 
Comment is unnecessary. 

In the speeches of Atal Behari 
Vajpayee referred to above it has 
been noticed that, in his opinion, 
Muslims alone were roromunu and 
responsible for provrdring violence 
everywhere. What he said may not 
be borne out by facts but is an 
authentic expression of the RSS 
view. Tbe founder of tlie RSS, for 
example, refrained from even uring 
the expression ‘Hindu-Miwilim riot'; 
according to him they were only 
‘JVfuslim riots’. 

Golwalkar, who as Sarsanflhehaiah 
was the most authoritative exponent 
of the mind of the HS.S, identified 
the following cau-vs of communal 
riots : (a) the inability or unwilling¬ 


Time toble of actMUes in on RSS shakha 


ness of Muslims to identify with 
India, its people and culture; _ (b) 
Muslims having forced the partition 
of India are justifiahly the subject of 
suspickm by Hindus: (c) tbe Muslims 
have extra-territorial loyalties. 

Tbe remedy auggested by him is 
simple ; “Left Muslims look upon 
Rama as their hero and the commu¬ 
nal problems will be all over (Orga¬ 
niser, June 29, 1971). 

A very valid question would be ; 
Is Golwalkar correct T Will his wa.v 
of thought and action bring about 
unity and integration T Before we 
try to deal with these questions it Is 
right and anper that we try to find 
out what ues at the root of these 
attitudes which, on the face of it, 
appear perverse and absurd. And 
that would lead us to their ctmeept 
of nationalism. 


-IT has already been poin¬ 
ted out that tbe RSS was- 
founded by rejecting the 
ocHJcept of nutionaUsm 

_{that prevailed at that 

lime. “In those days,” aaya C. P. 
Bhishikar, the biogr^^er of its foun¬ 
der, “tbe idea of teiritorial aatiooal- 
»m held sway in the country. Even 
well educated workers had developed 
a strong feeling that all those who 
live within the geographical boun¬ 
daries of this country, whatever their 
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sentiments, constitute the nation.” 
This was considered a slavish menta¬ 
lity, a kind of forgetfulness on the 
part of the Hindus. Hedgewar took 
upon himself the task of liberating 
Hindu society from this demoralised, 
degenerate state and organise it to 
assert MseM as exclusive constituting 
the nation. In a game played in the 
RSS shakhas almoig daily the 
group raises the slosan ; nhidus- 
than Hindu ha. nahin Msi he Baap ka 
(India belongs to Hindus and not to 
anybody's father). The RSS bad 
resolved to make an aggressive as¬ 
sertion of this idea. 

The first comprehensive statement 
of this novel idea was made in the 
book H^e or Our Natiembood Defmed 
In 1938 It is immaferiai for the 
purpose of understanding the RSS 
mind whether it was an (Mrigioal 
work or plagiarised; what matters is 
that it has been treated as the ideo¬ 
logical manifesto of the movement. 
The very title of the book proclaims 
that the definition of nationhood pro¬ 
pounded within the covers would 
make a distinction between ’We’ and 
‘They’. Mwiously, ‘We’ did not in¬ 
clude all the inhabitants of this land 
the non-Hindus were beyond the 
pak, Golwalkar calls it cidturai 
nationatisfii as against territorial 
'nationalism prevalent in those days 
The book has so many laudatory re 
ferenciUi to Hitler and his theory of 
racial superiority that it had become 
embarrassing for the organisation to 


continue its pubiication. It has been 
withdrawn from circulation and 
hence it is no use discussing its 
contents. It is enough to have a 
taste of it with just two excerpta. 
First an exhortation to emulate the 
race theory of Hitler : "German 
race pride has now become the topic 
ol the day. To keep up the purity 
of the race and its culture, Germany 
shocked the world by her purging 
the country of the Semitic races—the 
Jews. Race pride at its highest has 
been manifested here. Germany has 
also shown how well nigh impossible 
it is for races and cultures, having 
differences going to the root, to be 
assimilated into one united whole, a 
good lesson for us in Hlndustban to 
learn and profit by” (We or Our 
Motionhood Defined. M. S. (kilwalkar, 
page 27). 

And what is the lesson be wants 
us to learn? "From this standpoint 
sanctioned by tbe experience of 
shrewd old nations, the non-Hindb 
peoples in Hindusthan must either 
adopt the Hindu culture and lan¬ 
guage. must team to respect and 
hold in reverence the Hindu religion, 
must entertain no idea but those of 
glorification of the Hindu race and 
fuKurc, i.e.. they must not only give 
up their attitude of intolerance and 
ungratefulness towards this land and 
Ks age long traditions, but must also 
cultivate the positive attitude of 
love and devotion ia<itead; in one 
word, ihev must cease to be foreign¬ 


ers or may stay in tbe country whul- 
I.v .subordinated to the Hindu nation 
claiming nothing, deserving no pries, 
leges, far less any preferential treat- i 
ment, not even tatizens’ rights”, (ibid, 
page 52), 

Besides inconvenient references to i 
Hitler the withdrawal of the book 
from circulation might also have 
been prompted by the crudity of 
presentation. There was hardi.v 
anything in it that could be call 
ed cultural. It has, therefoie. 
been replaced by M. S. Golwalkai’s 
Bunch of Thouaats in which an at¬ 
tempt has been made to clotbe tin- 
concept of nationhood in a rcligio 
cultural garb; stray cfuotations frcmi 
the scriptures are sprinkled to give 
it a new flavour. The attempt has 
nut been too eminently successful 
because it is no better than tbe di.s- 
txmrse of a pedlar of quack medi¬ 
cines who also tries to quote tbe 
scriptures and use literary or folk 
allusions to boost tbe sales. 

When we come to the concept it¬ 
self the old idea is repeated, natiou 
is again identified witb Hindu So 
ciety ; "If we apply this dc&nitioa 
acknowledged by all the learned men. 
in the world to our own country, we 
find that this great country of our.-! 
extending in the north from the 
Himalayas—with all its branches 
spreading north, south, east and 
wc^t, and with the territories inclu¬ 
ded in those great branches—right 
up to the Southern ocean inclusive of 
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dii tlir islands is om* Ritat natuial 
unit As tht child of this soil, oui 
wilU‘vols«d socict> has bun lisiiii; 
Iwit toi thousands ol \tais ITiis 
sorntv has been kntmn (spocialU m 
modi III turn's as th<> Hindu Soentx 
lilts also IS a histuiKal tact I cii it 
IS the fcjuiathtTs of the Hindu pen 
pli who hast set up standards and 
ti iditKills ut love and devotion toi 
thi inutheiland Tluv also pn 
iribcd vatiuus duties and iitcs with h 
V K w to kec ping aglow in the p< opic s 
mind ioi all tiin' to cunu' a liviii), 
and roinplete pictiiic ol oui inutbu 
lind and devotion to it as a Uivim 
Intitt And again it is thn who 
sh'c^ thill blood in dtfcnci of thi 
saii<iit> and integiitv ol the inuthci 
I ind I hat all this has bcHin done 
onlv bv the Hindu people' is a tact 
to whiih our bistoi> of thousanels 
of Muis liears el<K;uc.nt tistimonv 
It nil ans that only the Hindu <i is 
IvMi living here as the child of this 
soil All oui gieat persoiialitiis 
iigIM fioie hoaiy age» down to 
mukIcii tiniis have bv then life nid 
< s miph onlv ('onfinne d the eonli 
mitiv of this sacred bond (pages 
IMI (he onlv inipiovenient on tlir 
t I Ik I IxKik IS that ’olipious lei voir 
'll' iHen aeiintuated and thi <tiu 1 i 
oe n (luls On non Hindus have be • e 
omicte I 

ill !»' ologv runs rsniniii to the 
liieiini eoneept ol lomposite nation il 
1 ni whieli reeognise's that all ••Ini 
oils roininunitii s have contiibiil'd t 
the ell v< leipnu nt anti giemth il 
s'l'Ktv liishiinid in the C oiistiiu 

lion this (oniepl gi nits i i,iidl light 
to all iiii'spie'ive of iiligiotis 

creeds and pieivides preteetieii ti 
nnimn^v eultuu* an<l languages 

I tie eoneept ,iv(n bv (•olwail il do 

II t le t loiiHiii with 1 St Mini till 

Hindu ctlio '>1 llivinn It in iu<le 
nun llninu as well Miei in il iui 

the tiurient he annij ite nuts 
I III' Whit abi'ul \iiisliin iiel 

' till tians dw> ilnig m Ihi laiul 
\ii tlivy not also b mi ioO bn il 
here How eoulei the v bitinie ih'ii 
just beiatise ine V had t hinged thin 
I I'th 

ih tote an'wcnng tin t i|ue stions 
he posea, uni hiniscli What is th< 
attitude ol those people whe> have 
been eonveiteel to I lam ot ( hiistia 
nnv ’ His aiLswei r Ihiy aie 
bum 111 tins land no doubt Hut aic 
ihvv Hue to Its salt' Am they 
,rale fill lownds this land which has 
biought them up’ Do they f el tbat 
they au the etiiidiLU ol this I ind 
Its Uadniutis and that to seive it 
he ir great good fortune Do lliry 
led It a duly to seive it A'l 
(her u Uh .fie change tn the ii faith, 
f/tme are e/«rtl of loic and dei olion 
/o> the* riuiioii" (ibid, pages Pi leJ8) 

Ihiii be ntuves a step furthei and 
Mills into fiuestion the very loyaltv 
ot non Hindus asd bolds tUi m 
guilty ot I reason He adds The 
yteiry does not end heie I hey hast 
also developed a frebng ot identi 
hcdlion with the enemtes of this 
land They look to some foreign 
lands as their holy plates They 
•all themselves Sheikhs and byeds 


The RSS concept of natio¬ 
nalism IS informed through 
and through with the hatred 
of Muslims Golwalkar said 
Wherever there is a masjid 
or a Muslim mohalla the 
Muslims ft'el that it is their 
own independent territory' 
and "so ntany miniature 
Pakistans 


'-iieiKtis ml sveds ,iu ititain elms 
in Vi il> I How the n did the si 
(leupK (lime to tevl that they wi le 
‘Inn disiindint I hat is btiause 
III \ hive (Id oil then ill diiiesti.il 
11 III m il iMooimgs ol tins Imd and 
mint illy iiuiged thinisehis with 
tin .i)h>< ms iliiy still think that 
liny hivt ( line lieu to ennejuei and 
to ('t >blish tin II kingdoms So we 
ei 'lid II IS not itn M !y a ease ol 
(h.iiiM <it tilth hut .1 (haiige evin 
m intniiit leh iititv What tl>i i 
It It lot tMtioii to |oin the e .imp 
ol t'n in Miv II iving fieir mother 
1 I'u n II 111 . hill II 


11 om thi& It n> quite dear tbat 
unle ss non Hindus enibi ate IbiklU' 
isn. they will get nu lights what to 
spi <ik ut ip^pc'Ct iroiii (M)lwalkar and 
his iolliwers That n> why Golwal 
kn raised an objeetion when Abdul 

II mild and the Keeloi biotbers were 
lionmned for then supreme patriot 

I m md gallantly during the H 165 
Indo i'ak (onllin (bwatantia Bhaiat, 
lilt I now Deeseiiibei 24, 198.5) 

llu' eoneept of nationalism is in 
It Ml tl thiough and thrnugh with 
'hi I itM>d ol Muslims rh> RSS 
h ' iM I n hammering at the idea 
ill 1 I .ikistan was created as a home 
1111 for Muslims and e'veiy Miislint 
< siding today in India should htvi 
mijiatid to the newly mated State 
Ateciiding to.the S.mgh, all the Mus 
Inns who have opted to stay behind 
owe then lovaltv tn Pakistan and 
.lit rue inns of the homeland In 
Mull opinion 'wheievei there is a 

III 1 pel en a Muslim mohalla the 
Muslims feel that it is then own iD> 
dependent teriitoiv”. and in the 
woiels ol ('olwalkar they are tbeie< 
iou» ,0 many mini.ituie I'akiMans" 

llu distiiisi ag.imst Muslims that 
Mu RSS pc'oplc gencidte aitmngst 
Hindu' goes to the extent ol uttering 
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It all started hve years 
ago when my father left 
me a small inheritance. 
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blatant lies. Golwalkar reportedly 
declared after the Indo-Pak Conflict: 
"At some places the Muslims were 
heard repenting why during Pakis¬ 
tan's attack they did not disturb the 
internal peace to help their Muslim 
brothers in Pakistan” (Swatantra 
Jiharut, December 24, 19^). Ihe 
Ornaniser tried to belittle the office 
ul the President of India just because 
H was held by a Muslim. It repor¬ 
ted. “All that the Hindu wants is 
that our culture should flower forth 
into greatness. He is scandalised 
that after installing one Muslim at 
President and another as Chief Jus¬ 
tice, he is told that he is not giving 
jobs to the Muslims”. In the same 
article it further said, “Muslims 
nust accept the fact that India is as 
much a Hindu country as Pakistan is 
a Muslim country or Britain is a 
Christian country. AnytxKiy who 
does not accept this way of life is 
an ostrich today... and he will be 
dead a.s dodo tomorrow*' (January 4. 

HIS anti-Muslim attitude 
of the KSS goes to the 
extent of dubbinx even 
Urdu language as a for¬ 
eign language. Histori¬ 
cally, the birthplace of Urdu is India 
and the greatest number of Urdu- 
speaking people are found in this 
rauntry. In an article entitled “Let 
not another Pak. be in the name of 
Urdu” publishixt in Oraaniter, it is 
.stated, "The import and significance 
uf the wuid ‘Ui^u’ is so derogatory 
to national self-respect that it sup- 
pre.s.srs all emotional upsurge in 
favour of the language. How and 
why should we own a language the 
very name of which constantly re- 
minds us of political subjugation— 
Hindu ancestors pas.scd on Sanskrit 
and Hindi to their descendants. 
They had nothing to do with the 
transmission of Urdu” (February 2, 
19fi2). 

This hatred is not confined to 
Muslims alone but extends beyond 
that to Jains and Christians. T^. 
nss believes that Christians do not 
look upon. India as their homeland 
and the attitude of every convert to 
C'.hristianity suddenly turns anti- 
n.itional. Surprisingly enough these 
efforts of denigration are extended 
even to Jainism and Buddhism : “So 
far as Jainism and Buddhism are con- 
rerned tbev have never made any 
contribution to social and political 
thought as such, we have not inheri¬ 
ted any arthatluutras (politics and 
etonomics) or dbarmoshastTiM (social 
taw) troni them. All we have from 
them are the various tnokslia-abas- 
Iras pertaining to the supreme salv^ 
tkin of the individual soul” (Ornosi- 
so, June 10. 19^). 

One erstwhile twapamseipoit of the 
nss speaks from personal experience 
about the anti-MusUm attitude : “If 
the Hindu boys were involved in a 
quarrel or tiff of some kind, we were 
supposed to mediate and bring ahoal 
a peaceable seKlement. If, on the 
contrary, a Hindu boy was embroiled 
in a dispute with a Muslim boy we 
were not to bother as to who was in 
. <lw wrong. We were straightway to 


side with the Hindu hoy and. if it 
came to a physical ahoWdown, not 
to avoid or shrink from doing our 
‘mRc*. The Muslim was the encm\ 
who was to he shown no qaarter.'^ 
whatsoever. The question that he 
could he in the right or be the ag. 
.grieved party was irrelevant, foi 
everything was to be subsumed in 
the overall question of serving 
Mother India which meant serving 
the Hindus. Muslims were by defi¬ 
nition the enemies of the Hindus, 
rhcy were poisonous toads and would 
it be part of discretion to treat the 
offspring of the toads, however in¬ 
nocuous or innocent in its appear¬ 
ances, as anything but toads ot 
snakes ? These young Muslim hoys 
were like, the offspring of snakes, 
who would sting when they were 
able to. We learnt all this mytho¬ 
logical lore about the Muslims in the- 
boMtUiik sessions i.c., the sessions of- 
intellcctual understanding” (Ram 
Lalt Dhooria. I was a Swayamsevak, 
pages 20-21). 

After all this Balasafaeb Deoras, 
the present RSS chief, had the cour-- 
'age to say that in their view all reli¬ 
gions were equal and that the RSS 
is not opposed to secularism. His 
courage has to be admired but defi¬ 
nitions of cummunalism and secular¬ 
ism will have to be altered to acco¬ 
mmodate the deeds of his organisa¬ 
tion. A more honest statement of 
the pewitinn can be found in the 
Oryatmer article by *M’ referred to 
above. “The Muslim often feels 
that India is not true to its pledge 
of 'Secularism'. I think he is right— 
in a way. We are not, and cannot 
be secular in the sense that Hindu¬ 
ism and Hindu culture on the one 
side and Islam and Muslim cultuie 
on the other, will be on par in India. 
Our predominant cuKure is Hindu— 
and not even communists can wish it 
away. 

“We arc secular only in the sense 
that we don't have any official theo¬ 
logy And that is so only because wc 
have as many theologies as we have 
religious sects. So the Hindi is 
secular because of the nature of 
Hinduism, and not out of any Spe¬ 
cial consideration for non-Hindus. 
While politicians may play with the 
words 'communal' and ‘secular’ to 
their hearts' content, the fact is that 
the predominant culture of a country 
will be Hs basic national culture. It 
will be Islamic India (based on river 
Indus) in Pakistan; it will be Hindu 
in India. Politics cannot change the 
basic life of the mass people” (Qrpo- 
niser, June 3. 1979). 

The Muslim is frankly told : “The 
Muslim reader must be wondering 
why I'm asking mostly him to do this, 
that and the other. There is a rea¬ 
son for that. Mohammed (Pence be 
on him) one day announced that the 
yonder mountain will come to him the 
following day. When it did not, be 
uietly said : “If the mountain 
oes not come to Mobainmed, then 
Mohammed will go to Hie mountaiii. 
In the Indian situation, the Hindu 
is the mountain, and the Muslim 
population, the Mohammed. I need 
not elaborate". • 
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A new bride's mysterious death 

Was the husband guilty ^ 



A S) NlOK Minutcf of the Uarvana 
(lOverntnent reportedly provid 
MX pohludt protectioB to Ihr per 
petiator ot oor of the most gruesome 
muiders m history |)r Mabeiidra 
UshiVtt, anused of backtng bis pretty 
^^yearnoU newly mariMMi wife. 
NuiiuU LotJiab. to pieces in Siusseli. 
Dilguim about ux months ago is re 
pwitrdiy biding sooiewheie in rural 
Haryona and has inauagvd to estape 
aiicst foi MX king aioattLs with the 
hrip ol poblitai Motectioo and poltre 
apathy Althougn. the Belgian Got 
et ament asked the indian wing of 
the Interpol mure than hve mootht 
ago to help in ^ appieheoMoa ot 
I>r Dahiya burgaonraiK ted tape and 
the wifatical contacts ot the Uafaiy i 
family haws mad^ it possible for Dr 
Dahiya «yho hails from Thrkpur 
iiliage M boDcpat distna in Haiyana 
to succexslufiy elude ttw ^ice 
htme Nomita LochaVy parents 
ate reuding in London it is ieit to 
48 


btr 'ipyidiuld giaodiather, N R. 
Veiina who stays in Delhi,to follow 
up the. cast Mr Verma has already 
made ri presentations to the Prime 
Mimstei thi Home Munster the 
Law Minister and the Haryana Chief 
Minsster Bbayan Lat to whom he 
peisonalfy handed an appeal to arrest 
Mahtodia Dahiya, but with little 
result 

The Haryana pohoe made prelum 
nary enouiiies about Dr Dabiya from 
hes brother and lather who live in 
luikpm sillage aod they stopped 
furttui enquiries after the Dehiya 
lamily reportedly approadm) * aemor 
Mmuaer in the tlatyaiia Government 
who lang up thp Sonepat Supermten- 
dent ot Police and told him not to 
haiass the family This tuppeoed in 
spMr of the fact that the vtUagen of 
lurkpui told Mr Verma that they 
hud seen Dr Mabeodra Uahiya in the 
yillage in June. 


rhe Noniita Lochab murder i iv*. 
IS, perhaps, one ol the most buant 
cases in criminal history and is wui )i 
tecounung In August last year. Mt 
Jjgdisb Lochab an Indian accountant 
settled in Biitain came to India iui 
a holiday with his wife and 2^ycar 
old daughter, Nonuta. Ibc purpost 
of their visit apart from meeting i 
latnes and fi tends was essentially t 
tuid a bridegrooni for Nomita L>kt 
must Indian fathers. Mr JagdisO 
Lochab was keen to hnd an Indtai 
husband for Nomita alUiough she w < 
bui n and brought up in Britam an i 
was woiking os a tiainec accountant 
in the BBC 

Ihe search for a busband met witt 
little suacss till in the last wet'k ol 
thtir stay the Lochab lamily met l)i 
Mancndra Dahiya. a student doini 
bL> M.<stcrs degree in suigcry iiuji 
tin All India Medical Institute ii 
iHihi Ibt young and haiidsunii 
dmtm who bailed from the same dt 
4 11(1 in Haryana as the Lochabt- 
obviously impressed the lamily and 
an eugasement ueiemony was hurried 
ly peiloiuicd between Nomita aod 
Mancndra m the first week of Sep 
teiiibu On the same mgbt, Jagdish 
Lochab and his family flew ba^ to 
London. 

Dr Dahiya was u India GlI he 
compiitcd tus studies and flew to 
London on the sponsorship of Mr 
Jagdisb Lochab on February 27, 1979 
Apart trom his anfare, tlR Lochabs 
also paid for a £300 course of tram 
ing at the National Orthopaedic In 
sutute m Bayswaler London and gof 
faint registered with the LMoeial 
Medical Gounal They (ipened a joint 
bank account in the name of Nomita 
and Mahesdra and deposited an 
amount of £24,000 for a house in 
Ocion where the couple were to live 
alter then marriage. 

Numiu and lir Oehiya’s mamage 
was aolemnised and registered at the 
Acton Registrar’s offior m London 
on May 26, 1979 The next day. 

the coupk left after an all night 
part), on a sixday honeymoon trip 
which would have taken them 
through Belgium, Holland, laixem 
buig and the Rhineland. Ifa« couple 
were part of a 22 member tourist 
party The first at«^ was Belgium 
nd It was also the last atop for 
NomiUi Ihe last tsme any « the 
other 22 traveBmv saw her was about 
10 pm Qw May 27 in the hotel fanmge 
where they were staying argnutg ex 
atedly with her hosbaao. tag follow 
mg day the guide had to about at 
the door of the couple's room to 
jom the rest of the party but Or 
Dahtya said that his wde was ill and 



ifbat they would catch up with the 
paity ID Paris. 

Ui Dahiya, however, leturucd to 
Loadon alone on May 30, 1070 carry 
lUK iiuth bc> ami Nunutas suitcase^ 
Ui Uahiya appeait-d aiitin when hr 
\va.H .u>Krd by hi& inlaws what had 
happened to bis bride Ml that be 
said was that Noinita had walked out 
on bail, the iainily took him to 
Aelon puluf station in laindon whore 
a lepuit loi the missing Noinila was 
lodged The Loudon polioi sub 
sequently miuiincd the police m 
Biusscls Mahendra Uahiya then 
parked bis suitcases and left Ha 
was vague about bis destination a'nd 
tlK> Luihab family did nut pursue the 
matter since they thought he was 
n.iturally distraught 

Meanwhik', a disfigured head and 
dLsmembered limbs were tound in a 
diidbm nrai the Bruvsi'ls hotel m 
which the tkihiyas had been staymi’ 
Ibi Belgium police identihi'd the 
head and limbs as that ot an Indian 
woman and having alicady iretived 
a (hscription ot Nomita Lochab 
identified the mutilated body as hois 
within a tew days 

A shocked laichab tamilv .tiied 
desperately to search for Dr Mahin 
dia Dahiya but he seemed *o have 
vanished They then sent a messagr 
to Numita’s giaiidlather, N B 
Veiina, to try to find out wtieifm 
the doctor retutned to india 

Ml Vi'rma with a little hi Ip fioiii 
the police, managiKi to find out that 
1)1 Uabiva had arrived in India on 



itiiu t. fov a Paiiani flight which hy 
had takin fioin Irankfiiit 
Mi Veinia lushi^ to Turkput 
\illu'< with Nomita’s unde only to 
find that although Di Uuhiya had 
111 III time on June II there was 
no li.iii of hull ultei that Dt 
Dahiva s biothei howi vi>i iiiaiiitain 
«“d tli.it In had not ei n his biotliei 
<it ill but villa»er' iipuitid that hi 
wu' III loudi wi'li the doitoi 

kiiiii tlieii Mi Vi I Ilia and his 
am havi Ikmi to luikpur village 


a numbei of times only to he owt 
with dentals from the Dahiyas Hid 
that they had no clue as to where 
Di Mahendia Dahiya was In fac^ 
i)i l).ih»va's brother even threaten!^ 
them with dire consequences if they 
foIlowcKl up the case While the 
Haiytina police have remained gene- 
lalK .ipathetic about the whole case, 
thi Indian wing of Interpol also ha.v 
bi'in stidiigely slow about moving, 
lliev took almost a month to react 
to the message sent to them bv the 
Belgian Interpol asking them to 
sMidi out and anest Dr Mahendra 
Dale, j 

1 .itliM ecmipheations have' arisen 
hei as4 of the fart that Noniita was 
.1 Biitish passpoit bolder and hei 
ia*e can oriy lie tried in Belgium 
or Britain In a reply to Mi Vnrma's 
.ippe.ir that soaii'thing be done about 
tne iHinishment of his grand 
(I iiiphti I s murderer, the Indian Ex 
teinil Aflairs Mimstrv advised him 
to iigi t«i an 1 IB with the polire 
md pits, them to anest Ih Dahiya 
.ind st,irt proifedings against him 
in 1 (imiin.it rouit in India Since 
tlw II,iiy,in.i police were’ .ipathetii 
Ml Viiiiia tried to rogwiter an I'lK 
HI Delhi whcie he re«iide> But the 
111 Ihi pnlue lelused to do this say 
nil It W.IS none of then business 
I wilt not give lip hope and will 
tink that rniirdeieT down” said an 
(niotionunv overwi ought Mr N B 
Vet in.I 

A.tOY BOSE. Chandigarh 


No regard for the law 


Chief Justice is threatened 


I^H SANJAY OANDIH’s suppoiteis 
•» * have never made any atteinnl to 
cnnceul their displeasure at the iwb&a 
Kurs Ko case. From the veiy 
beginning, Saojays boys have Lcru 
raumg hell at the courts cveiv day 
and notSy Youth Congress demoiis. 
irations weie a regular featuie ol 
<»urt proceedings wWn, despite all 
this and detqpRe a senes of prosecu 
won witnesses turning strangely 
“®*l*i*. the Delhi High Court sentenc 
ed both Sanyay Gandhi and former 
mlcamaUQn and broadcasting Minist 
cr, V. C bhukia, to tvwi yeaiv im 
prisunment, Mr Gandhi’s suppoiterv 
turned the courtroom into a shambles, 
threw a book at the judge, sboued 
him out ol the room, occupied his 
tbaii and did a war dance «n the 
courtrootn table The Janata Govern 
nient with its characteristic helpless 
®®i>s just looked on at such uttci 
contempt for law and the tew airests 
wade were only perfunctory, the 
arrested were rcieasM yntbin a few 
davs. 

Mr Sanjay Gandhi duly appealed 
to the Sitpreme Court against the 
judge ment and as soon as the case 
P«w»eding8 were about to start, the 
tame tamasba started on October 31 



JutfiTf' Y V. Chandrachud 


'vanj^.y Gandhi went to iJie Siipieine 
Court rcgistirii's offiie miximpanK^ 
by about 30 followers to ‘laspeit’ the 
nttirds of toe Kusa Kwst Ka case 
Anordmg to othaals m the re 
gLstrai's offii-c, one of Sanjay's boys 
was suddenly seen tcaung of) pages 
from the record fik with gieat gusto 
I’he uAaals caught hold of the man 


md later tound a lew more pages 
m biv pocket The luattei was »e 
ported by the assistant registrar to 
the (Jiief liisucc Y. V Cbaodradiud 
.md that yvas about all The Gandhi 
wppoiier who was caught tearing 
off pages w<is allowed to go and 
evMi an inquiry into the whole In 
iwfcnt was put mlo coW storage 


of NovenilM>c 7, around 10 3« pm the 
phon. lan^ at C:hief Justice Chandra, 
fluids risidenci Mrs Chandrachud 
puked up the phone A drunken 
voue asked foi the CJuef Justice. 
n hen Mrs ( handracbud asked who 
he was, the callei said, untruthfully, 
that he was Sanjay Gandhi . She told 
him that tlie Chief Justice had re- 
tiled for til., night and the- caller put 
th« phone down Ihen ten minutes 
latei, the phone rang again This 
fuoi- the ('Jiief lustice’s son inrked' 
up the phone It was the some man 
and this time he thceutened “Tell 
flu Chief Justicv that he bHter not 
do anything in ih« <a.se" Mr CJiandra 
rhud., son hanged down the phone. 
Aiourid the same tune fastice A C. 
f.iipta anotbci miinbi'i ot the three- 
man lunch heanug the Kum Knrat 
also ie(x-tvc.d a sinular call 
The Goy eminent suit refused to 
act and although the CBl made an 
applu ation to the Supreme Court to 
cancel Sanjay Gundfai’a bail atnee 
b<‘ was misusing it. there was ilctle 
attempt to make any investigation by 
the polire Matters came o a beau 
when on the evening of November 
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Letter written by Y. T. Shom« lo 
Justice Chandrachud wherein he says 
he committed nothinq ‘'shameful due 
to my decade long family like rela 
turns with your honour'*. 


1'2, Mr Y. P. Sharma, an advocate bv 
profession but an ardent Sanjay sup¬ 
porter bv vocation, walked into the. 
office of the Chief Justice’s personal 
assistant, Mr Luthra.at Mr Chandra- 
chud’s residence on 5, Krishna Menon 
Marg. Mr Sharma allegedly told Mr 
Luthra that the Chief Justice better 
nut go to court the next d^y when 
the Supreme Court was scheduled to 
consider the CBl’s application for the 
cancellation of Sanjay Gandhi’s bail. 


“And if he goes, he better watch 
out,” Mr Sharma is reported to have 
told Mr Luthra. Mr liithra repenrted 
the incident to the Chief Justice hut 
Mr Chandrachud shdwed the aame 
reluctance to inform the police os 
he did when be had received the 
threatening phone call. 

What he could not, however, 
stomach was when the same Mr Y. 
P, Sharma confronted him during 
the court proceedings next day and 
voriferu^ly intervened on behalf of 


legal matter. ’The Chief Justice 
pointed at Mr Sharma and toM a 
shacked courtroom that he was the 
same man who had come to his re- 
sidence and delivered a threat. "Do 
you thiu^ I urn a coward”, roared 
the Chief Justice. “I am not afraid 
of death and will die a natural 
Sharma who 
hi^ gone absolutely pale in the face 
tried to defend himself by swearing 
ratter weakly. “I swear by my wife 
and children that I have, not done 
any surti thing.” 

_ While there was some constema 
tiun in the courtroom and cries o) 
‘Shame! Shame!’ from some quart¬ 
ers, there seems to be- Httle followup 
in the whole episode. The Chief 
Justice himself is reluctant to regist- 
er a case with the policv saying, 
"the best thing is to ignore suA 
things. I don’t want the office of 
the Chief Justice to be dragged down 
in mud. I have to keep an objective 
image.” 

’Till! trouble is how long would ii 
be passible to ignore such blatant 
disregard shown by Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi and his supporters for the 
law and legal iustitulions. As a city 
wag remarked. ‘‘If this happen.! 
when Sanjay Gandhi is out of power, 
what will happen when te comes to 
power?" 

AJOY BOSE. New Delhi 


After power, diesel 


West Bengal reels 

II/HAT Western economists call 
WV the Khomeini syndrome, after 
Ayatollah RuboUa Khomeini, whos*! 
Iranian revolution exacerbated oi. 
shortages idl over the world, finally 
hit tne Gangetic delta at the end oi 
October when a severe shortage of 
diesel oil gripped Weat Bengal. By 
November 1, tne State was at the edge 
of tne preapioc as surface transport 
appeared to te fast grinding to a bait. 
Wmie Calcutta’s State ‘Trafisport, 
who had their own pumps, managed 
to keep its normal fleet of 650 buses 
on the road thus preventing a com¬ 
plete breakdown <n the public trans¬ 
port system, private operators faced 
the bnint of the shortage. ’They 
could run only about 700 buses out 
of the normal complement of 1,400. 


There were long queues at bus 
.stops and passengers bad to wait 
sometimes for hours. By the end of 
the week the situation became even 
mure desperate wkb only about 30 
per cent of the private buses plying, 
frustrated operators in despwation 
approached the Transport Minister 
for permission to withdraw ail buses 
from service. 

I'he situation m the districts was 
much worse. More than two-thirds 
of the 6,000 private buses that 
served the districts were rendered 
idle. Even more pcriou.s was the 
cflect on agriculture, li the loss in 
the rabi crop caus«d by drought was 
to be made good in the kbarii sea¬ 
son, irrigation pumps needed to bo 
energised. The power in the State 
was already critical and offered no 
hope to even tbo&e few rural poc¬ 
kets which were electrified. Setback 
in faydel goaeratkiu caused by in¬ 


adequate rainfall MUy a CetWilM ly 
the 8bortag& Urns, aa the firgMl* ’ 
in the countryside movad firOtt' 
piilar to post searching for diUMt to..'’ 
activate their pumps, the disteM,- 
administration flooded the State fefPr 
quarters at the Writers' Bulidnu . 
with distress signsls predlctiiig 
severe losses in production. 

Production suffered in other areM 
also. Many smsU iadustrial unite 
closed down. The Jute milla tbreah 
ened to lay off flO pw cent of their 


W V UW.^tri 


threat was the po 
once of raw jute dipping furtbmr. 
The withdrawal of buyer support 
that tbe threat implied, also caused 
fresh concern among Jute growara. 
who had already bMO scUiog their ' 
crop St prices much bekm tbo mink 
mum fixed by the Govemmeot. 
Bharat Coking Coal announced pro¬ 
duction cuts in its mines after it 
failed to produce anything in four 
days. Production at Eastern Cohk 
fields slumped to just sboiA half itl 
oormal level. The diesel shortaga 
bad rendered the earth-moving oqul^ 
meat useless. Industry as a wniw 
found it difficuM to get even half of 
its requirements. For example, - 
Eastern Coalfields bad been reotev- 
ing just about 350 kilolitres against 
ks normal consumption of 600 kilo- 
liters a month. 

Prices of essential commoditlas 
rose steeply as half of the,80,000 
trucks that normally are on tbe road 
daily, failed to roll out. The bulk 
oi three-wbeeiers was idle. As a 
result, food stocks piled up in the 
railway yards, the docks, and at 
Pood Corporation godowns. Supplies 
from other States were reduora to 
a trickle. And traders warned that 
existing stock could be exhausted in 
about a week or ten days. 

IncvAably. thcretorei, initial con- 
cern tiirnea into panic and hysteria, 
uften leading to violent outbursts 
as more and more gas stations went 
dry. In the first week of November 
irate customers invaded et least 15 
gas stations at different plaoes de¬ 
mand'ug lue! Police piettets had 
to be posted in many pumps to 
maintain order in the queues. Pump, 
owners wire understandably edgy. 
Many pumps, fearing trouble, ciOied 
down even before tbeir stodu bad 
been exhausted. By November 7, 
only about 8U out of tbe 850 pumps 
in the State remained open. Even 
those dealers complained that they 
were receiving just about 20 per 
cent of their normal requirements. 

Replenishments were hard to coma 
bv with Indian Oil Company, wfakli 
has a virtual monopoly in the distri¬ 
bution of p^rol and diesel in West' 
Bengal, failing to maintain supidles 
because of the strike by a sectioa 
of* its employees. Normal)^ aboitt 
4^ tankers bring in about 4,00Q' 
kilolitres of fuel daily from twai)' 
main IOC supply points at Matww' 
gram and Rajband. Instead, not 
more than 3!k) tankers could b« 
loaded at these distribution points 
during the first week of Novembw. 
Traders even alleged that IOC re¬ 
turned some. i.iOO tons of diesel to 
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tha Central pool frami Hut quota 
aHotted for Weat Benfal in October 
at it failed to delivor it to the punips. 
There were alto reportt of pilferage 
froni the tankera and at distribution 
points during loading. The Govern 
ment stepped in wiui pohce checks 
over ioaoing and movement of tan¬ 
kers. 


r IE crisis, at least partly, was the 
result of hystena. It did not 
develop till the State’s chief secre¬ 
tary informed Che Press on October 
31 that diesel supphes for West 
Bengal had been orastjcally slashed 
snd it would receive for November 
about 52,000 metric tons against the 
estimated requirement of 75,000 
tons. Other senior offiaals com¬ 
plained that some of the supplies 
meant for West Bengal wt‘re f^ing 
their way to the neighbouring States 
The rush to fill up was on 
Hie State Government must take 
some of the blame for the present 
crisis For months the Umon Gov¬ 
ernment had been telling the States 
that unless diesel consumption was 
controlled a situation very similar 
to which West Bengal was thrown 
nto could develop As far back 
IS May 14, Mi H N Bahuguna, 
th< then Petroleum Minuter, m a 
•scfref note (DO No Q 16021/6/79 
— Ihst) to State Chief Ministers bad 
warned that the shut ofl of oil sup 
;»Iies fkom Iran, which was 55 mii 
■on tonnes a year, and the tight 
•uppit position cf this commodrtv in 
he international market bad created 
1 situation where .some lontrol on 
.onsumption was unavoidable. Sulr 
lequcntly, the secretary of the Petro 
eum Ministry, Mr B B Vohra, wrote 
wice to State Governments, once 
in July 16 (DO No Q 13012/2/7.<t — 
Dist) and again on Septembei 11 
DO No 0 16021/6/79 — Dlst) ask 
ng them to control consumption 
Even as the diesel crundi was sprea¬ 
ding in West Bengal in the last 
week of October the background 
Dote given to the representatives 
irom the States at a meeting sum 
moned ^ Mr Vohra repeated the 
warning “It is essential", the note 
Mild, “that immediate measures 
ihould be taken for regulating the 
consumption and distribution of 
terosene and high speed diesel" 


Only a few State Govemmenu 
^ook the warning seriously and acted 
fbe neighbouniM State of Bibar is 
we of them, mally. West Bengal 
too fell in line, but only after the 
risis point bad been reached Con¬ 
trol on diesel consumption was to 
be enforced from November 15, an- 
lounced Chiei Minister JyoU Basu on 
November 2 But even as be an- 
lounced it, he did not appear to 
have any precise idea about diesel 
'Onsumption m the State “We are 
;rorkuig tbia out", he tol^ newsmen 
Me. however, estimated the State’s 
emirements for HSD to be eround 
wjOOO tons against an earlier e8t^ 
Rate of 75,000 made ^ the chief 
■ecretary Seniw ofllaalt could not 
'veu give the figures for Septembet 
'oatumpdon. 


There is certainly something odd 
about diesel cousumption in West 
Bengal Records show that at no 
point of time this year except in 
April, did West Bengal consume 
anything near 52.000 tmu the 
quota fixed for November Mr Jpti 
Basu's argument was that there had 
always been a shortage and con¬ 
sumption figures for earlier months 
did not reflect the actual require¬ 
ments of the State But it fails to 
explain why even with more than a 
20 per rant increase m allocauon 
over last year’s supplies, the State 
should find itself in virtually famine 
conditions 

One reason could be that the ins 
tallation of the captive generators, 
takmg advantage of liberal subsidy 
liom the State Government, had 


pushed up demand considerably. One 
estimate puts the contumpUcHi of 
captive generators at 25 per cent at 
total consumption, la Calcutta alone, 
about 20,000 generators are in 
'alion It IS also possible that tne 
lutt industry, now experienang a 
boom, might be drawing some diesel 
trum the black market in its eathu 
siasm to maintain and even step up 
Its prckluction Of the 10(KMW 
power requirement of the 58 fuu» 
turning jute mills, captive generatora 
prudiue about 65 MW, needing 4,000 
kilolii.es ot diesel every month. 
WKh niore mills going ahead with 
th' ir plans to acquire generators, 
detiiatid is likely to be pushed up 
iuither 

JOOSifAR PANDIT, Calcutta 


Pakistani spy ring 
smashed 


Two got away 

T il counter i spioiidgi wing oi th(' 
Intelfigeiui Buk.iu in edity 
November uneaitheil ,i Pdkistdiii spy 
ring which it<i(l brv n operdting tii 
India foi over d (iec.id( A senioi 
first secretary «l thi I'lkistani «ni 
bdssv in Delhi has been i «p> lied and 
a fdirlv scnini oibd i in tiu Indiin 
Ilcfenie Minisliy and an < iiiplov<‘c in 
the posts and KUgi.ipli dep.iitin(nt 
die being inti rrogati d 'ihe 'pv i ng 
was passing on dtfenci scents and ■■ 
steady flow ol iiifoiniaiiun about 
troop movi mi nts 

It all b. pan shuitiv if'u 1h« 19<>'i 
war with Pakistan whtn homi F.iki' 
tarn agents r< siding in thi botdir 
areas of thi country- wi tun si cto> 
were ordered to infliti.iti- into 1h» 
power lobbies ut Di ihi I hen mis 
sion was to find out the details of 
important Cibini t neeling in which 
matters conci'ming Indu’, difenre 
and arms sti.itegy wui di.aissid 

The star spy t'n Pikistm was a 
25vear-o)d d'bonan Pakistan, agi nt 
who was moved liom sonnwner- 
near Ferorepur to Menui in 1970 
where one of thi crack infaiUrj bn 
gades that had taken an active 
part in the 1965 war with Pakistan 
snd late in the 1971 Bangiidesli o(m 
rations was stationed fit. instruc 
ions were clear They were to culti 
vate as many ladian contacts as pos 
sble and he was given a compietcly 
free budget for this task Trom 1970 
to 1973. the spy managed to make 
some extremely high level contacts 
as well as caUivate lowci level cl>‘n 
cal staff m both the Indian Army and 
the bureaucracy. 

In 1973 this spy was removed as 
his cover was about to be blown and 
another agent took his plao*. The 
whole operation was under the cfaaigi 
of a senior first accretary m the Pak 


istani Fmbassy who, because ol bis 
diplomatic status, could run fat more 
risks than ordinary ageats. The flow 
of infoiinatjoii to Palustaa continued 
unitciiupted till eaily this year when 
till .tgi lit diopiKHl the name of a high 
officer in the Defence Miiustiy before 
an IB official Although the IB man 
was only a junior functionary, it is to 
his credit that he was alert and pats 
ed on the information to bis aupetiors. 


I urthi r mvestigaiions revealed that 
the Ministry official wa< dealing with 
inipoitant documents of Cabinet 
meetings concerning defence matters 
The oflinal would quietly photostat 
the minutes ot the Cabinet meetings 
and pass them on directly to u dipw- 
iriat 111 the Pakistani embassy. In 
yestigatiniis also n'veuled that the 
ofliiial and the dtplomal would hold 
their tlandesUne meetings in I)elhi 
as wi’ll as in the surrounding towns 
of Meeiut, Buiaudshai and Ghaziabad 
Although the IB managed to col 
icet ail these details after a month¬ 
long surveillance over the Defence 
Ministiv ofluial. It was unable to 
asceitdiii the identity oi the Pakistani 
diplomat who was chief ol the spy 
oiieiaiion Finally m desperation, 
the IR (otlectcd tlie phologiaphs of 
all the Pokistani diplomats tn Delhi 
and approached the teenage niece of 
the Deftme Miiiistiy official who le 
cognised one of the photographs as 
bring of a man whom the saw with 
hi r untie 


A sustaimd watdi o«er half a 
dorrn spots tn Delhi and a neighbou¬ 
ring dislricl of western UP confirm 
(d that the two used to meet tegu 
iaily and sometime around mid 
Niminbn the official was nabbed 
whik handing over some vital doiti 
mints to thi diplomat regaiding the 
dep}oym''ttt of tioops in the western 
sector Whik the offinal was taken 
into custodt foi I III ei I ligation the 
diplomat was dec land pi-isuii/ non 
grata by the Indian <>i)veraiuent 
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A week after the airost ot the ofR 
dal. aootbei alte^id riu iiiboi ef tht 
fine was arrc&fed The member, an 
employee of the posts and telr^r.iph 
department used to Ram access to 
messaffes from army bases and head 
quarters over secret telegraph or 
cults. According to IB sources the 

3 1 V ring was responsible for ptoru 
ng the minutes of top aecret mee 
tings about military strategy m Delhi 
during the Bangladesh wat 
The IB is however keeping tight 
liplieii about the whole m it ter .ind 
has refused to oflltially deny or con 
linn a related ni ws iti m whuh 
apiM lied in .1 III Ihi mss i>i)hi a tew 


days after the offiLtal’s arrest Accor 
ding to soiitces. the TB exjiects to 
arrest a few nioie members of the 
spy ring soon, although two Pakls 
tani agents have managed to escape 
over the border a few days after tne 
arrest of the Defence Ministry oIRdnl 
The TB is also investigating the 
possibility of a linkup of the CIA 
with the spy ring The Defence Mini 
dry uffici.il is lepoiled to have re 
vealed during his intiorrogatton that 
the members of the spv ring used 
CfA channels to pass on the Infoi 
niation to P.ikistan 

AJOY BOSe New Delhi 


Tourism department in 
the doldrums 


the top—h®aded by the mevitdbte 
IAS olfiier and his adviser belonging 
to the Central Senetariat service as 
head of the .idmmistration—arc tak¬ 
ing the lucrative field of tourism m 
to tlv' path of luin 

The Department does not have a 
broad perspertive of action Tor in 
stance, the depailmcnt invites gioups 
of louinalists fiom abroad Not 
many have come to know about this 
because they .ire sent back aftei a 
peiiori ol wining and dimng in five 
stai hotels lorther there is no co- 
ornmitiun lietween travel agcnt<- oi 
m« \h 1 men 

llii postmg<^ abroad are so attrae 
ti\e to some oliicidls that they even 
forego promotions as long as they 
die allowed to slay abioad The New 
York, head ot the depai tment mana¬ 
ged to get then after a senes of 
postings of 10 years in various coun- 
tiies in a total pi'iiod of set vice of 20 
veais lloM he managed to be there, 
with whosi help it investigated 
would he an inten'sling story in it 


Join It and see the world 

'T'RE Indian tourism iiidusliy has 
* betonw a siik child thanks 
mainly to thi .ti angi hold ot bureau 
erats and the inionigibh ‘babus ot 
thi" Depaitnii nt It is no plan for 
professionals VMuieas il is a nio.ws 
spinnei iIsLwhtii the Dsiiii to.iiist 
department has become a viiiiir' 
hotbed ot politics and anibitiou-. nii n 
for self interest The liandlul of olti 
uals have btennit a law unto them 
selves Although India i- .i laU conv r 
in the held tin new a\>“nui ut loi 
eign exchangca ai ning lewived a shot 
in the arm iii Ihi Hub on’ so 
called because ot the nnaginatisi 
howsoever limited it was steps ta c ii 
by Mr S N fhili Iht seed he pian 
ted has beconu .i siedhng but the 
tender leavc>s ait now giadualli 
withering away 

There has been nine h talk of 
national tourism policy lounsiu is a 
maior source ot scarce foreign cx 
chan/^" -something like Ks 400 tro 
res in 1078-next only to jute ti i 
and leather The tounsts eonu to 
see what we have and not what w< 
should be It is a vast inilow ot mo 
ney from abio.-id for nothing at all 
by way of investment ban trig enc 
ting reasonably clean good and 
comtortnble hotels inlrastructure 
such as smooth traiispoil facility 

The national tourism policy is still 
to be formulated Whereas India give 
crores of rupees for promoting ex 
ports tourism has become a play 
thing The result is th it the Govern 
ment has now to give up the hope oi 
o^lebrating "louiism year 1980’ which 
would have earned a ores of rupees 
The fact that the touiisni depart 
ment of the Union Gosernment is a 
small outfit should have made it a 
compact and therefore efficient unit 
to discharge the functions expected 
of it Instead, it has become a field 
of intense lobbying, intrigue and 
thoM who dissent or art reluctant to 
go along are harasito So much so 
that the department does not expect 



rc'ignalion lctltl^ fiom thosi who 
want to quit III iiMi 1 di cu-t' 

The depaitrnint In no puliiy lot 
promotion nor fot tr mdirs Noi does 
It care to hast .i latiunal pl.icimeni 
of officiis al tioiiv or abioad Tin 
New York office foi instance has 
been vacant (or »he pist two month' 
Washington for II months < li Most 
of the officifs suih as Kimiit Trhrian 
or regional offices at (•i"neva rrank 
f jrt Belgium Pans Milan Zurich or 
\iennj are iranned by those whr 
hive no knowledge of the language 
of the area ii< which ,th v woik 

'!he department should have peo 
pie equipped for uuvtings abroad 
None of the stafi in nuiupe or Canada 
(which is bilingual—English and 
French) know the language of the 
country tbev are posted in They ca 
rry on the v'ork with the help of local 
secretaries The unprofessionals at 


tielf 

The tact that there is no regular 
g" contact between th< officers posted 
^ abioad and then counterpait at home 
O would Ix' the uiidei slalement ol the 
' year The lady at Sydney does not 
mind caiiving on with a posting low 
er to her rank even if it means de¬ 
priving anothei ot a promotion The 
result IS soriK* of them are abroad 
for a priiud ranging between throe 
and seven years on an average It 
depends as a wag put it, how these 
officials abioad “take rare" of the 
big bosses will) go abroad on perio¬ 
dical jaunts on one pretext or the 
othei 

All India and the department had 
worked out a srheim to woik toge- 
tint since then interest cxnnddes in 
icsp«*ft of travel The object was to 
.avoid duplication of eilorts Yet, the 
department has not withdrawn its 
adnnnistidtive utficers Who cares for 
the burden on the Indian exchequer 
and taxpdvei' Ihc latter is resigned 
to tb-sc wastage* anyway 

Uttei confiisioii aud partisan atti 
tilde art the hallinaiks of the depart 
ment s functioning Once there used 
to be d sc‘k>(1ioii committee for for¬ 
eign posts I he selection was based 
on pt’rfoim.nice persoiialitv, profi¬ 
ciency in foreign language,etc These 
have now lu>en replaced by extra 
piofi >sional merits Unlike other 
are IS there is no division between 
'hjid* and ‘vift areas foi postings 
The result is those who are posted 
tn place* without elementary facilities 
are desliind to be there 
The steep fall in the tourist arrival 
so far this year is an unequivocal 
l>"stiroony to the inefficient minglmg 
of the department The imrease in 
tourist arrival *o far this year has 
been only 4 4 per cent over the same 
period last year For the year as a 
whole the increase was as much as 
16 per cent last year The prospec¬ 
ts are bleak for any sort of improve¬ 
ment m the remaining months of the 
current financial year How long will 
this continue’ 

A N PRABHU, N0W Dalhi 
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*Ty) u onlooker it wouU 
* wem ttaat there U e 
milt between Shoint end 
Jumo Ron, who ere 
rumoured to heve stopped 
si^nbic filmi together, 
w in reeitty toe two of 
them ere seen et 
unexpected pieces et their 
fevourHes time—which is 
pest midnight Remember 
when their iffelr bed 
sterted I'd seld they love 
peinting the town red in 
his cer elweys efter 
mMolghtt Now too. 
they teer eloag the 
deserted reads of the 
suburbs in his Mercedes, 
with e bodyguard sitting 
In front with the chauffeur 
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one would imagine. 
But whet is Sbstru't 

I emoT Secretly 
etittg Beene 
end puhlldy 
saying that be 



doesn't have anything to 
do with her? Meanwhile, 
reports of Poonam getting 
ready to be his duii^ at 
long last, keep trickling 
in! 


linTH the special dia- 
Ww lofue auf acreeo- 
play aingled out for 
SluUru by the hit-dno, 
SaUmJav^ in the film 
Kpale Pathlur one wonders 
whether the star ia going 
to be the next auper- 
atar? In that case, his 
enlgmatk: behaviour win 
be in order: Suptfstars 
arc su p p o sed to ^ very 
eccentric. Beat of lock, 
Shatmt 

I F the strong rumour that 
Asha Rbonsis and 
R. f>. Bwmm have got 


marti^ in Madras where 
they had gone fm a soof. 
recording, is true, then 
Adis win be happy at 
last She always was the 
home loving type. During 
her long affair with 0. p 
Nayyar, st^ kept hoping' 
that one day be would 
marry her espedaUy 
since her first marriage 
was audi a tragedy. But 
O. P. maintained that he 
could never leave his wife 
and family to marry her 
for it could well mean 
that he could leave her 
for someone else! And 
so the unludcy lad 
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appointment Now if B. D 
Burman has really married 
her, living must be a 
wonderful experience for 
her. What could be better 
than marrying the man who 
loves you? 

S PEAKING of marriages, 
the biggest dis¬ 
appointment perhaps is 
the Vmoa Aiebra-eatma 
one. Vinod isn’t realty i 
the good guy that he is 
portrayed to be on screen. 
He doesn't really treat his 
wife too well. And Vinod 
and Meena are not happy 
together. But he isn’t 
all that bad either judg¬ 
ing from tbe fact that 
Rekha at one thuc 
thought that her Vin-Vin 
was tbe best man in tbe 
world. So one thinks 
that Vinod could well be 
a bit above a sinoer and a 
bit below a saint. 

A re the titles of 

‘swinger’ and ‘super- 
sar-to>be’ credited by tbe 
Press to an incompetent 
star like Mohenora huadhvj, 
going to bia head? He 
wants to ho a superman 
in real life too and tries 
to flex his muscles as far 
as his neighbours are 
concerned anyway. It 
seenu there was a party in 
tbe building where he 
lives and arriving home 
late one night, be had 
some argument with the 
teenagers who had thrown 
the party. During the 
argument that followed, 
MuieiMlra Saudbu dash^ 
into his flat and came out 
brandishing a gua The 
neighbours, who are pretty- 
fed up of tbe fiimi occu¬ 
pants in that building, say 
that the man goes around 
carrying hockey-sticks /w 

in his car. ready for any’ 
kind of action, if accosted 
suddenly on the road, ■ 









YA TENDULKAR 
coaktat make it bi( is 
mbay despite Sbyvn 
hesal’s goodwill Mt her 
ric^kip wHli Aunt Na> 
hicta stilted dnriiu the 
aking «rf Aakur, hn 
ended her a few food 
oles in Kaniuda filiiiB, 
he plays a pick pockat 
nd Anand u a JaUbird in 
mchma Vote, a fast* 
ced Kannada film 
■ected by Shankar, 
nant’s younger brother, 
bo’s quite a big Star in 
arnataka. Priya has also 
cted in a Kannada 
irccted by Shankar; ane’s 
oing steady with AAant 
but whether they’re going 
lo have a wedding soon is 
^rt to be seen. 


ANJU BHARCAVl, 
whose talent has been 
pasted in silly sexy rtdes 
In Malayalam films or in 
pance sequences {Lok 
arlok) has reasons to 
happy. Director K. 
iswanath (Siri Sin Afuva) 
featuring her in a good 
ole in his next Telugu 
1m. Manju believes she 
irill have enough dance 
well as emotfonal 
cenes in the fihn. Since 
!a|u Mabendra is crank- 
ng the camera, he may 
>uro^ in making her 
(K)k much more beautiful 
ban before. 

LTHOUGH her Brat film 
Savitri (Kannada) is 
et to be released, Atteiai 
ras booked by well-known 
[Tamil writei'director 
Mahendran to do a major 
kolc in his film Uthiri 
ffookal. Never mind her 
Double chin and long face, 
i^wini looked dialing 
mA gave a restrained 
firformance. She played 
n neglected, barasm 
housewife. Since the 
Success of the film Aswini 
has been getting quite a 
few offers, but she seems 
to be one «rf those females^ 
who wants a fihn to be : 
shot within the shortest i 
possible time and if poe- 
sible, right under her 
roof: Of oaurae, die'i a 
co-operative perton hut 
the problem starts when 
she’s called to travel to 
places. At this rate. 

<f she doesn’t take her 
career very seriously, 
she will soon becom a 
IMoectable bouaewife. 


Sttwal. The film was to be 
a mall affair but it w«t 
held up for some time. 

In the meanwhile Rainl- 
kant bad become a mg 
star, Reena has done 
some Malayalam films 
wfaidi showni more of her 
legs than her face. 

InspHe of this she failed 
to create an Impact aa 
the films concerned were 
not Wg hits, 

D ear- VadkuUtarad: 

Its nke to note that 


LA Its nke to note thid 
your film KuaiMPPanivaMiM 
is graving from 
strength to strength, and 
you're getting many good 
offers. After your disas¬ 
trous brief appearance 
in Sipoppu Roittkhal, you 
nranaged to do reasonably 
well in Eni PaUgal. But 
why are you in such a hurry 
to add more spare tyres 
to your waist? Just be¬ 
cause. every second heroine 
in Madras believes in 


looking phnnp Md desk- 
able? 

L ike many of her 
oolleaguea who be¬ 
lieve that thay've had 
enough from the gossip 
coiumnists, Afeera« too. of 
late has become bitter. 

By nature, die's a very 
candid person. A couple 
of years back, when she 
had just startml acting in 
films, she refused to 
throw one of those birth¬ 
day parties meant to 
humour journalists ”1 
can’t afford to throw 
around money mi booze", 
she used to say. "Journal¬ 
ists are always welcome 
In my house for inter¬ 
views*’. And even now, 
she doesn’t go out of her 
way to canvass for roles; 
she believes that her mild 
stripping scenes in films like 
JnikKum lUmai didn’t get 
her too many roles. 

Apart from stripping, she 



IMaectable I 

9e£NA is thrilled with 
her current Tamil 
assignment Naan Potto 



Ik 
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also gave « lively 
formance in the film. 

“And now should I f» 
around strlpMng com¬ 
pletely? 1 nave to get 
roka,’’ she says. In ■ 
candid interview to a Tamil 
magazine, she accuaed a 
prominent Malayalam 
director of tryiim to have 
1 fling at her; 'nie man 
who had directed aome 
soft-porno films la 
Malayalam waa a family 


ify fjiT*® n j VI 


and yet, even he had to 
resoft to crude manners 
when she asked him for a 
good role 

N ot long ago Malayalam 
director K. S. Sethu- 
madhavan was considered 
the box-office god, but all 
of a sudden hu good 
luck deserted him. So 
be decided to make a 
Kannada film, not one of 
those arty films. Monini 
was about a woman who 
seeks to punish the man 
who had wronged her 
during her younger yeara. 
An ambitious venture, it 
starred Arati, Vishnuvar^ 
dban, Bbarati and Lokesh. 
The big names couldn't stop 
it from turning into a 
super flop. 

D irector k. s. 

GopoIakrisAnan is 
fond of making pudy 
mytbologicals. When no 
producer comes fegrth to 
finance such a film he takes 
up one of those heavy 
domestic dramas. His 
newest film Adukku Mofti 
starring Sujatba and 
Vijayakumar is doing mudh 
better business than ex¬ 
pected. Its success has 
made Sujotha quite cheer¬ 
ful: after five consecutive 
flop.s, it's only with this 
lilcn that she has been 
able to itnpre&s the 
audiences. 

A fter a long gap a 
Rajkumar film is being 
readied for release. 

Though .success greets 
almost every film of 
Raikumar, his last release 
Htdi Haima Mevu, a 
rinemnscope venture 
didn’t do good business. 

So hi.s new film Nanobbo 
Kollo is being heavily 
promoted. He plays dual 
rotes; a cop and a thief, 
and has two glamour 
girls opDOsite 
him 
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Human beings are helpless in the dark 



p--r 






. fi 

f- M 

" Ofe"" i 
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Eyi&rc^dy. 

/ Its like having 

v; an extra pair of eyes 
in the dark 
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27 torchM Each ont datigiHid (o 
match a partteuiai naad luit a pafticular 
budgat Colourful littla torchas to fit 
a lady a harufbag Slim torchas with pen 
clips to rnaka for easy carrying in a shirt 
or jacket pocket Heavy duty brass 
torches for a bfeiime of sarvice tight 
aluminium torches that combine good 
looks with economy And many more 
The Eveready renge has something for 
everybody including you 


MERElUnr 

Th« only guarantoo youH avar naad 
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Sunday week 


-ntia wMk th* Sun and Naptuna aia In Scorpio, Vanin alona n m nn anamy’a houaa and Kathu la In Aquariua. iMara, 
Jupitar and Rahu ana eonioinatf in Uo. Saturn alona la In Vligo, Marcury and Uranua ara In Libra Tha Moon will ba 
moving through Aquariua, Plaoaa and Arlaa from Caprleom 


awes (March *1 — 
April 20) Be guldad by 
ftr your own intuition TWa 

n prova mora raUabia 

aapacially In mattara of 
tha haart On the nomairont aoma 
.rouble la m tha offing Somaona 
probably an elderly female family 
member might not be In good 
health. A fair maaaure of auccaaa la 
predicted in apeculatlon Try to 
maintain good ralatlona with your 
amployer and those In authority 
Oood dates: 25, 26 and 29 Lu^ 
numbare: 4 and 9 Favourable direo- 
tlon. North-west 


- TAURUS (April 21 — 
' May 22} This week a 
/ ir 4 sudden turn of events 
V will diapal alt the gloom 
and despair you have 
been facing tor tha Mat (aw weeks 
In your profession Those in busi¬ 
ness will make steady progress and 
a relative will ba most helpful Take 
care of your finances and guard 
against dubious fraindships this 
weekend Love affairs will bring a 
lot of happiness Oood dates: 25, 
27, 29 and 30 Lucky numbers: 3 to 
6 FavourMile dlractlon: South 


' GEMINI (May 23 — 

I Avoid quarrels 

d ^ Refuse to take needless 
» risks since they might 

-* norm you financially 

Businessman should pay attention 
to small details Try to please your 
amployer A promotion is In tha 
offing for some A secret love affair 
will end sudoently causing you a lot 
of dfstroas. Medical expenditure is 
predictad Qaod dates: 29, 30 and 
1. Lucky numbers: S end 9 Favour¬ 
able direcMon: North 


>4 CANCER (Juno 22 — 
iCf' wJr Jufy 22} This week you 
wllf gain notable sue- 
* cees In business and 

dnanclai affairs This 
progress Is likely to continue for 
soma months Take care In your 
dealings with alders and those In 
authority Beware of the opposition 
from an elderly relative Do not 
antagoniaa your employer Legal 
suits should not be processed this 
week Good dates: 27. 29 and 1 
Lucky mua ba is ; 4 and 7 FavounsMa 


@ I.EO (July 23 — August 
22) You are advised to 
conserve your financial 
resources and recant 
gains However, there 
Is a possibility of a reversal of for¬ 
tunes Forge ahead In your vocation 
A new friendship is in the offing 
Tha prospects ara not favourable 
(or romance yat Quafd against every 
posalbte misunderstanding with 
business partners Your touring pro¬ 
gramme will be postponed unexpect¬ 
edly Good datee: 25 28. 30 and 1 
Lucky numban: 1 and S Favourable 
direclloiw: South end West 


' V BAGITTARfUS (Novans- 

f r/ bar22-DaeaMBar 22) 

) An Important new 

I '' hlendahip will result in 

a happy romanoa. Soma 
vrill gain through a legacy. Thera 
Is steady prograsa in your work 

aapacially at the and of thia weak. 
A happy marriage In the family la 
forecast Your health will not ba 
good Students should conoantraia 
on their studies Good dalaa; 25, 28, 
28 and 1. Lucky nunrima: l and 6 
FavouraMa diraotioin: South 

/■fi, ^ CAPRICORN (Oacambor 

nt I 23 — January 20) Your 

T fortunes ara lass propl- 

j tioua this week Bs 

^ carsful not to disptsass 

your amployar Those In business 
should pay attention to small details 
sno talw ths advice of elders Fol¬ 
low your own Intuitions and a pro¬ 
motion Is likely towards tha and of 
the weak The weekend will be ono 
of social activities Romanes Is In 
ths offing Good datos. 28 29 and 
30 Lucky numbers: 3 and 8 Fav¬ 
ourable direction: South-east 


( ^ VIRGO (August 23 — 

1 I 8 ap towb ar 22) A lot 

V v.V depend on a ascrei 

' friendship or associa 

* tion Apart from this 

your proepects are reasonably good 
However, your progress will be alow 
and steady Check exlravegenl ten¬ 
dencies A sudden change of place 
or job Is not IIKely Romance Is In 
ths offing Some gstn through ths 
occult Is prsdictsd A short journey 
Is likely to take placs In the near 
future Good detes: 26 27 and 29 
Lucky numbare' 2 and 7 Favourable 
difootion' South 

’ 'y, LIBRA (September 21 

—October 22) Mixed 
V fortunes ara In the on 
«■ . , Ing this week Business 
men will face minor 
difficulties However, these wtll be 
easily overcome by Industry and 
determination Some will gain 
through occult sclenr.as Business 
travel and financial aflairs will regis 
ter considarabia Improverneri trom 
tlw middle of this week Accept 
reasonable risks Good dales 2L tind 
29 Lucky numbere: 6 and Q Favour 
aMo dkocflon. East 

- , 4 8CORFIO (October 23 
— November 21) Stel 
> > lor portents advise con 

/ . servation of financial 

' ^ resourcaa So, check 
extravagant tendencies Maintain 
good terms with your employers and 
superiors in ofttce You will make 
great headway in your profession 
A p omotlon Is predicted For those 
in bjsinsss, some moneta'y gains 
rasul from clever hunches Oood 
datee: 27, 29. 30 and 1 Lucky 
numbere: 3 and 6 Fevowable direo- 
don: West 


.. y . > AQUARIUS (January 81 
_ February 19) Make 
" • * ’ no change of residence 

' ‘ now A quite happy 

week Is predicted 
Take reasonable risks and go ahead 
in your work Do not be extravag- 
ant On the homefront some trouble 
is In the offing Those In business 
will gam a splendid opportunity and 
it should be exploited Y)ur health 
will not bo good An old fnontlship 
will develop Into a romance Qocto 
dates' 27 29 30 and 1 Lucl« 
numbers 4 and 7 Favourable 

direction. Nonh-vwest 


« PI8CE8 (Februery 20 - 

• j’!‘ ff March 20) Stellar poi 

T" tents show favouiablo 

days ahead Push a I 
business aftaira to the 
utmost The woek is very auapicious 
as regards exparision in business 
and gains through speculation You 
will gain through advice of friends 
and elderly relatives A happy 
romance develops An unaxpactad 
Journey la In the offing Good 
datee: 25 26 and 27 Lu^ num¬ 
bare. 4 and 9 Favourable direr 
bon. West 


M B RAMAN 
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For 1980, SekoU^ offers 

EngmMnng Dicry • A good di«iv nwku • Pioud StiMnwni 

Bu.kten 6 oS^ S •" 

Exteutivp Diarv • Set oi«i 0»itn pwieni piMiigioui 

Patspoft a.nr'^m d15I? I ""«* '* 

and many more w ih neat & cteen prtntir«g 
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chess 



Korchnoi (WhMo) to move 
ff ooWloB oltor aiook'o IMh moon 

Cnwitir to hodgohoga 


tool Doom In Mo pooMon 17.NalM*,R«N; 
1*. Man, 0-01; 1*. M-M WNto hao 
f o g olni rt Mo paom wHh • huge pooMonal 
adMntoiio but aa • roautt of nto nwrathem 
think on move 1> Korahnol had bv now only 
a Inr minuiaa romalnlng^to raaen the Hma 
oontrol on move 40 The game oonao- 
quanlly aoon patora out to a draw 1 *... ^ 
N~ai: aoi o-to. N-ia: xi. w-ia^ 
o>-at; aa. n-hm. g-taa; aa. o-«i, 
R-4BS; a*, o-oa, 11-411; as. n-ORI, 
RoRi, aa. a-4a, Pup-, tr PMpjc-tns 
m. m-m. o-ets at. Oaa NaO; ao. 

R—N-4i1; ai NaN, Draw agraad A 
aad antl-ollinax to a brHilanliy original 
game 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


IN llio Tough Gono (Fobor 0^25) Hugh 
Kniaoy domonatratoa onoa again hla obllHy 
lo praannl a aureoaainn of proMoma to 
which too onawori aoom obv<ou<i • attar you 
hove lookoci al tha aulutloi I ooukln t 
unitoratond why 1 had hewn hold up by tola 


CAME OF THE MONTH for foatuiaa an 
■inuBuoity brutal and original attack on too 
K> callod hodgahog ayalam which hat boon 
vary popular In rooanl yoan Tha boolc idoa 
of too 'hodgohog w to act up (with Stack) a 
dafonaivo lino of powna on too third rank 
(on OFM ON3 03 K3) which pracboi haa 
proved to be very difficult to break down 
and behind which one can manoeuvre In 
oafety Numoroua gar^a have been played 
with tola aystam butnoalngtektoahaaever 
made any great Impieaakm on Black a por 
(upina4ika row of pawna not at least until 
the prickly arumal coma faoo to face wHh 
Viktor Korchnoi 8 rare and extraordinary 
genius 

White V Korchnoi Black F Qhaorghiu 
Sao Paulo 1978 Hadgshog Byotam 

I h-ORA. R--OB4, 2 H-KRa. M-KRS, * 
N-as3. p— to. 4 p-Km, P-ON3. a. 
•-H2. 8—N2. $ P-04, PaP, 7 QaP 
B-4C2. • 0-0, P-OI, • R-OI. P—OfO: 
rompMIng tha hedgehog Most common 
now IB 10 P—QN3 and B—N2 although 
both 10 P—K4 and 10 M-4045 have alao 
bean vied but Korchnoi haa hit own idoaa 
about tha position 

to B-aiS, 0M-02. It BxN Were this 
move not Mayad by a World Championship 
rhallsngar n would be nondamnad as 
stupid On pnncipla Whils should navar 
gNo tola bishop tor a knight 

II , N X B, 12 W —OR* One strange 

move foUows another 12 „R— OMI.Tha 

aafaet way to protect the QNP To open tha 
poaition with 12 P—0144 would be risky 
It P—Mil At last It all begins to make 
some Sanaa If 13 NPxP toan14 NaP' 
PxN 19 N-a2 16 N-KS BxB 

17 RxN and wine or 13 OPxP 14 
0-K8 N-Q2 (14 0-S1 16 NxNP) 

16 QxNP or even 18 RxNIT KxA 16 
R-01+ B—04 17 P—K4 A lemsrkM 
conoapffon 

16. ..•«Nlt14.gxg.gPaR,16.0-4(l, 

Ot-RI, OMAOlUUin At tNa pofnt Korohnel 
•ubmargad Into ottp thoiAlht Aftor 16 
B-Mr K—B1 It la not aaw to see how 
White makaa progieaa, whUa Black can 
oonaolldaiawito P-KNSand K—N2 
Sotho h ow tha NQM must be brought bock 
•nto pliw TWO hotira iator (I) Wlctor ra- 
auNaoadwito 16. »-4»n Fantaallct On 
16 BxR 17 OxSthatorribla threat of 
f-Mv foreaa 17 N-04 18 BxN 

FxB 16 NxNP when Biaak la eongaHad 
to return tha axchanga with 16 RaN(N 
19 0—01 tttonM O-fOPt-.K-BI 21 

N—07+1)16. -O-^ O h ^g W u rvnator 
oovar but In doing so loaaaiha matt knpor- 


♦ A 1 2 
B R £, I 
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♦ r 

N 
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s 
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Ynu arrive ‘n 3NT and Waal Icadn t w i > 
clubs East heads tha King with tha Are ai d 
you drop the 4 hoping that East will ra, 
nia partoai tor a llva-card suit and < imliiiux 
muba The plan works to iha extent thul 
Cast follows with the Ounen and 8 of t tubs 
You win with the Jack dltcardtng n spadi 
and a diamond from dummy You lead a 
diamond to tha Ouaan and Ace and I ast 
retuma A 3 How do you ploy nriw 
Smoa West praaumably has Itw outstand 
tng dub it teams roasonabm to win wlffi 
A K and flrwaae a 10 Hut If that s ifte 
answer whars s Iha prubism? 

It thara anything to be sax) lui clea>lng 
Iha dub trick? Hardly bacausa tha tiefanca 
will make a fourth tnek and it won I be tala 
to flneaee m diamonds 
Beoomirtg impatient you turn to tha page 
wlwre the full deal m ahuwri 


A a 10 7 

V 6 6 
A J 6 4 3 

A 109 6 3 


A A 9 ? 

A K O 
« KO10976 

A K 

N 

W E 

« 


A K f 9 
« A 0 3 
9 5 2 

A J S 7 4 2 


A J a 4 3 
•67642 

a A 

A A O 6 


Of oouraei Tha diamonds may be Ai anti 
in tola edbe you will need to’e'xf'ptay West 
WIr tha apade return in dummy eaait toiae 
heats and only tnan finaaaa 9 10 Wtat aa 
the aarda lie wilt hava bean fnroad to 
dtacard a agada You arpsa to A k and exit 
arfth a club toreing Watt to lead into 9 K 9 
Oh arttl you aaaura yourself yttu would 
never have miaaed ft al toe tsbia' 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



THE FRENCH B 4 r 9 nea'aMNto of 1866 was 
ffie toy to be M u a d for Bta Eiwgefor ktogA- 
todft Iff kitortdad for u 99 on peraefe, ft wee 
ptadto an aalaRn Nevam b ac 1666 , fOM lharl 
a year bofoie tha Empeiw ewa dto*o—« < 
foHowing Ms d9laat by the PniMlm at 
Bodan In ffrshdlaaa oandltlon the Bfrenoa 
la ana of Iha ac a raa a t of normal Eu ro gaan 
stamga It was printod on IMn, tragHa paper 
In ahodas of pale graylaMllao, ao toot used 
agaolmarw are aknadt towarlably oNhar dant- 
ogod by oaralaaa handling or maned by 
haavy paahnarka Thia unuaad axamgla 
naatty lapakad and ragummad. vaaa 
reoaritty vahiad at PI JOO ^ Harmara of 
London Whan ihaaa atampa iMm being 
printed tha donomlnatton 8 F woa oddad to 
Hie basic daaig n by aaao on d run through 
tha prtoting-grasa Onaa h aa t ot IBOatanwa 
oppaienffy mlaaad thia run, ao Itial m 
f^ro of vahM waa omMtod The tdw aur> 
vtvora of ana rogua shaal ara among 6 ia 
raieot atampa In the world 

C.W HILL 


quiz 


QUESnONS 

1 What l9 tha Southam Croat ? 

2. What l6 an autogiro ? 

3 What Is the Pllmsoll Lina 7 
4. In mutic, what la a fugua 7 
6. What would the weight of a 
Irigata b# 7 

6. When it "Fore I’ ahouted In 
golf 7 

7 In which sport would you taka 
an agg poaition 7 


Suina auidiv in 7 
lieq atp Aq uq teiaq 
)0 jafiuep u| at euoAue ueigy) f 
auo) ooc'Z 0 ) (MO't uKUd ‘g 
aaojOA JO etueiuMtaiii 
JO) uo|i|toduio9 letundtJtuoo y > 
dfut lueqojitui e |0 ad)>|e 
uioq uo paiuied Bum • MBnoJig 
Bujuunj Buoi u| gt auH y ‘g 
ueiojft BuiM-ButtitOJ 
10 adXt e jot auieu open eqj. -g 
i(t|UiM|xe M066 JO jojo iqSMfl 
t iniM ojai|d 8 iujei 4 ujatonoa atg 
ui uoit6||6)tuo3 padiqa-nojo y *t. 

•UlMtNV 
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The nourlshinrat that builds lesistance, 
safeguards health day after day. 


Hotlicks takpn regularly 
gives your tamily the 
nouM!,hment that buod^ up 
their lesi .tance and keeps 
them full of health Hi alth that 
means sui i«ss and hatipmes* 
Health tfiat ki'eps \uu tit and 
•( tivp an t btnlds set untv 
Hoitu ks It s the only one 
that doi'tors all over the world 
focommond The only one that 
gives so much nouiishment 
because its ricii pure 
ingrt'tiiunts are combined by 


the unique Horlicks prot ess 
which retains thcir natural 
goodness and makes them 
easy to digest 

That s why Suchitra has 
made Horlicks a t»art of her 
family s life She knows that 
Horlicks gives them health 
protection 

Like Suchitra, give your 
family Horlicks every day and 
watch them grow m health and 
strength through all the years 
ahaad 


Hoii cks IS a prime source of 
nouiishmenl II hes given 
coneitrent pooilReM through llio 
yoais I retommenil Horlicks to 
build up your family i rtsistance 
and koop ihom htalihy and active 
day liter dey 


HORLICKS 

The Great Nourisher. I 

Hciil i.k$ s • Rot|is(«(«d Trade Mark 
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BATTERY OPIRAHO 



EIlllfiB 

An unfailing inend it tfif d^rk 
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MwkMatf by 

uviNBsom tuTiRniisi 

H Mttind |tM« 


AN EMERGENCY LAMP 
Ufpd in case ol sudden 
ElKTHICITY ‘AllURE 
(imp g 6 Travelling 
fai (I Marhinery repair etc 

prr.D PATINl 

()(Sl(iN NO 141367 

• MUBOV & 
rOBTABI* ' 

• I ONl> RANOf 
I uw^ (yi t>A^m from 
1 <11 rr p«i( 1 Uiqc 

Till ltd YfUrim 

» SURE CRIf HANOll 
»l >t 4ilv work 
It STA^t(v w tinp 

I )Tl Y tr V ano'* 

• tiNBf lArARL^ 

Ht ti( kK>dy it 
N( Oust < oriif w tf( t 
t tiaut fu< I i( la a 

• NON '"Cmwosivt 
^ Mt r bfxfv 
f ht tiatfintt Itfllt 

• SAFI ff R usr 

r mtn«s ,«ot 
rhamitat r^anu 
phnapiaa aic. 

• WORKS ON 

1 tJd vit cai 
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807 r««*iveMl Small 
Cottage ft Tiny Induatrtaa 
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Thackersey bridges the generation gap 


Thi choici of altoant familitt avarywhara. Thackaraty Fabriat. An unanding ranga of grinta. taxturat and celoura in 
voiiat. Imnt, cambrica, poplins, two x two, dhotis, jacqoardt. tarnishing, CffOMQUZED (pro-ahnink) and TEBILiZEO 
ftoi lastad creasa risistancs} cottons. And polyastar blandad saltings, shirtings, drass matarials and saraas. 


sliKe 1873 



HINDOOSTAN 

symbol of a rich textile tiadltlon 


SPG. b WVG. MILLS LTD. 
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•JAl SANTOSHl MAA” was and stIU 
s a ph^numanal success, so jincti to 
hat moM of the North Indians have 
larlpd observing fast on Fridinr irres- 
lective of raste and creed. The film 
atfly inspired a young widow to 
ommit sail When her husband was 
ecently killed in a feud in Banda 
DPI. she returned to her husband’s 
yre and announced her decision 
uiginij bhajaiis from the film, she 
at on the p^e and was soon en^lfed 
n flames. The strangest part of the 
rhole episode, however, is that thou- 
unds and thousands of villagent 
ame and witnessed the "sati” but 
one tried to dissuade her. On the 
.ontrary all of them sang ‘‘Santoshi 
faa” majans from the film. All this 
n the 20th century — The Tnlmnt 
}' R S. V Padmanabham Shillong) 

ABALPUR; A silent, weeping pro- 
vssion returned from the cremation 
round m a state of ecstacy after » 
lan rose from the funeral pyre tv 
he surprise and shock of many of his 
elaiives and friends, Mr Ramesbwar 
rasad Soni, a respected religious and 
ocial worker, was declared dead 
fler a protrBrt*Hl illness. When his 
eldest son was about to light the funeral 
ire, the “dead” man shouted: *‘I am 
ot dead. Ho not burn roy body," 
and slowly stood up as if he had 
on awakened fiom a long sleep— 
e» of India (K, P. Sbanna, Sindri) 






_MBALPUR: Believe it or not but 

e stationery shop located to the busy 
husstand area of Bargarh, a sub- 
divisional teadquaiters town 52 kms 
from here has remained open lound 
the dock for the last seven years for 
fear of rats. The shop-keeper feels 
completely exasperated as varions rat- 


i 


la abroad 



NAIROBI. Mr Krishna Gantama, a 
Kenyan Indian, created history yes 
terday by getting elected to the Ken¬ 
yan Parliament defeating aitting 
member Wazbira Wareni from Park- 
lands, a suburb of Nairobi. Mr Gan- 
tjllf a, who is the first Kenyan Indian 
^Pbe elected to Parliament of thh 


uxtntion by bebosfiu Deb 


eradication measures have proved to 
be of no avail so far. When asked 
by the trading community to close 
down his shop on the "Bharat bandh 
day", recently he reqnesled them te 
exempt his shop from tha bandh on 
the plea that msure would mittil 
considerable loss to him—-Nmdit (H. 
Jaisbanker, Bangalore) 

SALEM: A 17-year-aM hay of Met- 
tur hamlet near here who discovered 
a treasuie trove has allegedly com¬ 
mitted suicide following threats from 
('crtain persons to surrender the 
treasure, bitormed sources said the 
boy found a pot of andent gold coins 
estimated to be worth In 2.5 lakhs 
under a rock on a plot gf land and 
gave it to one GovindMwwnv and his 
younger brother, Uopal. Ine boy’s 
employer and the village headman 
then allegedly ouestioiicd him about 
the treasure ana asked him why ho 
bad not given M to them. Fearing 
action by the authorities who were 
scheduled to visit the hamlet Gopal 
who had managed to corner roost of 
the coins allegedly went into biding 
after warning the boy not to reveal 
his whereabouts. The bjiy, the 
sources .said, then allegedly com 
mitted suidde by jumping from a 
hillotHk—Deceow Herald (A. H. Guru 
Rao, Bangalore) 

MUZAFFARNAGAR A young man 
chopped off his sex organ fullowmg a 
quarrel with bis wife at Nagta village. 
40 kins from here, cmlier this week 
He ha.s been admrtled to the Mceiwt 
Medical College where his condition 
is stated to be “precarious "--Jndttin 
Express (A S. Bbatia, Maharashtra) 

TJRUPATl. At about 12-55 a m ono 
ol the bells of the Sri Venkalcswara 
temple in Urumala rang on its own 
accord. On April 12, 1977 a similar 
thing happened in the Tirumaia tem¬ 
ple when the temple bell lang to the 
sui prise of those who heard it at an 
unusual time. It was on Sravna day 
—the birthdav <>l Sri Vcnkateswaia 
swamt. This time r. was on Vuiiai- 
vasn day—the Urthlay of Sii Rama 
The I’uranic story goes that durin) 
the night gods come and worship at 
the Sri Venkateswara temple — 
Indum Exprea (T. Srikanth Babu 
Hyderabad) 


African country, polk'd . 6,2116 votes 
against Mr Wareru's 4.614 in a six- 
corne'wl contep.. A well-known law¬ 
yer ami chairman of the Law Sodety 
of Konya, Mr Gautama, 47, omics 
from a well-established tamily with a 
proven record of public service — 
The Mail 


THEY (the MtttUma) am mffering 
from «n inflertority complex -> 
Jagjivan Ram 

AN ilkbiAoiitn OevtMUMiit emi 

do many illegitimate things — 
Fiiuu Mody on the impoaition of 
Fiesfdent's rule on Minipur 

lib (Sved Iman Mldiarl of the 
Jama Masjid} ft IRit 11 poUtioa 
He is In the aodal field — AN. 
B^uguna ^ 

I AM threatened day in and day 
out I have been shot at and 
stoned but I never thre.eteaed 
anyone -- Mrs Indira Gandlfi 

MR RAJ NARAIN has passed all 
normal human behaviour — Jagji* 
van Ram 

MRS GANDHJ has a light to 
inheritance ... not of the country’s 
power but of Aninsda Bhnvan M 
Allahabad — Y. B. Chavoa 

SHE cares two hoou for the poor 
and downtrodden who oonstnute 
ovei 60 per cent of the populaUm. 
How can you protect hm the 
wolt and the sheep. — Heianij 
Uis on Mrs Indira Gandhi 

NO Party will get a dear majority 
in the elections and the one win¬ 
ning the maximum number td 
seals will induce defections to 
form a Government — Mri 
Vijayaiakshmi Pandit 


humour in real life 



MY friend, on amateur palmist, 
commented after examining the 
Congress (I) election symbol of a 
hand painted on a wall: "The 
fate line of thk candidate is very 
weak. He has very little dianoes 
of winning the eletti<m."--^athhi 
Bdnerjec, Sukchar 

AN application for a job from a 
randidate reads: "I am the only 
husband to my wife. 1 want 
job."—P. K. MuraU, Nellore 


pii/>'It 30 tor Uir •nliyqiven firit g 

netH r« TA fnf fits* nthost 









DELHI DIARY 


BLACK DRAFT 

WHEN Mrs Oandhi w«« elecUooe 
•rluf in Punjab, a foreign news- 
nwn and one of the chief 
organtaers of her campaign in the 
State were engaged in the follow¬ 
ing oonveraation. 

The otgaoiaer “We have pre 
aented her with a purie of Rs one 
lakh.’' 

The foreign newsman. "Is it in 
cash or is it a draft?” 

The organiser ‘Tt Is in cash.” 

The ioreign newsman "In that 
case it is all blark money." 

The orgaataer. "No, no. it is a 
bank draft ” 

Draw your own conclusions, dear 
reader, only remember that Mrs 
Gandhi received a touple more 
purses like this m Punjab. It can 
not be aeid what tbc money was 
fpent on, twt in the wcll-famlahed 
guest house ediere the Press re 
porters from Delhi were staying 
care was taken to provide a bottle 
of whisky to each This is, how 
ever, no indicntion that Mrs 
Oaadhl‘s Party is opposed to pro 
hibition 

^HAR PTO^UE 

MRS Tarakeshweri Sinha is enter 
tafnlng company, wberever she is 
PoHtinans, tonmeiiats and bang 
era«n, love to share her ready wit, 
Urdu coupieU and pungent barb^ 
elined against her poUtioal oppo 
Bents Not able to match net 
devastating repartee, victims of 
her venomous tongue have often 
to retort to abuse, but Mrs Sinha 
bas a quirk answer even for abuse 
and slander The other dav chart 
Ing over cups of coffee in the 
country’s premier gostip centre-* 
the Central Hall of Parliament - 
She got the bettei of a Congress (I l 


was the Congretsdl and banjav 
Gandhi Finding himself unable to 
defend the Cotiaress (It against 
Mrs SinhaV viiutent attacks Mr 
Singh replied "You were Udctng 
San lav's shoes and now you criU 
cfse him" He followed thi* U” 
with something even bawdiei 
"You are with one person in the 
inoining with somebody else in 
the siternAon and with yet 
anothei in the evening" Hardh 
bad the angrv Congress (1) sun 
Muter got theve words out of his 
mouth than Mrs Sinha took up the 
challenge with even gieater vuiour 
And from the wordy dwl that en 
sned between the Haryana Jat and 
tbe bhoi'mibar leadei frmn Bihar 


the impressed upon one and all 
Including Mr Singh, her innate 
ability to deal with all her critics 
Even those who have scant respect 
for decorum. Needless to say, aome 
well-meaning persons intervened 
to restore peace 

BACK TO THE FORE 

APTCR Babuguna who^ To make 
the question a little clearer, after 
Behuguna who will join Mrs ban¬ 
din'’ Mentioning Babnjts name as 
tbe answci is hardiv earth shat¬ 
tering intormation, not merely 
this, in all hkelihood Babuji will 
reniBin where he is at least un¬ 
til the elections Oet ready }oi a 
Ittllc surprise, friemls. lli« rumour 
in Ucthi, being piomotcd by none 
othei than the Cnngre.v5 (I) 
friends, is that the next person to 
ditch fats Party and join Mrs G 
will be Drissa^s veteran Biju Pat 
naik. We know it seems unlikely, 
given the extent to which the 
election process has gone m 
Orissa, with candidates being 
more or less announced But, as 
they say, you nevei know After 
all, among the States wbeie Mr 
Ciandhl is scheduled to do well si 
the polls is Orissa, and if Bi«u 
loses in Orisss where is he in 
national politics? 

imot-so-eternal 

TRIANGLE 


at ’ a 

« It 



ATAl Pehtrj Vajpayee haa gt last 
dacfded to stand from Urn New 
Delhi constituency It seems he 
was under some pressure to return 
to his old l*P oonstituenq^ — 
Babumpor—which In tlw last tide 
Sabha elections had elected RSS 
atrengman Nanan Deahmnkh. Vaj¬ 


payee, however, had second 
thoughts about the idea after a 
tour of New Delhi and under pre- 
stuK from fellow Janata con¬ 
testants from the capital, Messrs 
^njay Kumar Malhotra, Xishore 
tal, Kanwar Lai Gupta and others 
were of the view that if Vajpayee 
abandoned New Delhi, the 

ahsenre of Mr Vajpayee—their 
roost gifted orator—avould give the 
Congress (I) a psyrholoijdcal lead 
Now that this position nas been 
accepted, it’s going to be a Vaj 
Mvee - versus - Stephen versus - 
Raiinder Puri contest in New Delhi 

VARIED STRATEGY 

IT HAS been learnt on good 
authority that an aerated water 
manufacturer m Delhi bas ordered 
his staff—most of whom are from 
from bis own community >— to 
announce aloud in buses, coffee 
bouses and other pubbe pteces that 
Mrs Gandhi’s chances of winning 
the coming elections are very 
bright. In fact, part of the Con¬ 
gress (I) strategy tor the elections 
is pqrdiological warfare Wild bett 
inf. rumour-fflongenng and affect¬ 
ed confidence are alt part of the 
Congress (I) master plan to create 
an atmosphere ot awe, that could 
go eventually to Mrs Gandhi’s 
benefit Gossip about her comeback 
is most frequentlv heard in that 
eternal rendervoua of rumour- 
mongers the Mohan 9<ngh Place 
coffee house 

FAD 

THE Janata Part.\. after being 
dnven to an uncomfortable cornei 
has been forced to birr the 
aervices of an advertising agency, 
and hopes to cany out its ewction 
campaign in true Madison Avenue 
f^lc In 1977 when the undivid¬ 
ed Party (one wonders If it was 
ever united, anyway) put up a 
formidable front against Mrs 
Gandhi, and went on to sweep the 
elections, most of its campaign 
posters and pubkcity material 
were tingle-handedly planned and 
designed by the eminent cartoo 
nist and Journalist, Mr Rajindei 
Pun, who IS known for skill 
in tim department After the 
Janata Party won, however, he 
was (uuttwd like a hot brick This 
eventually led to his itissooation 
fiom the Party, and subsequent 
departure to the Lok Dal. Hts 
aervices will now he available to 
ue Charan $ingh-Raj Narain ou’ 
lit, 

0 E NIZAMUDOIN 





Now you can get todays nooil hair style and more... 

New Code 10 Ionic Hair Dressing 

holds and nourishes hair, 
controls damfruff. 



Today's look is the 'latural “no oil" 
look But you know what this does 
to your hair the scalo does, dandiuff 
follows This combined with the lack 
of nourishment can lead to hair loss 
**No-Oir' Styls 
Now there's Code 10 Tome Hair 
Dressing With Par/thenrjl arid LO-7 
For the natural 'Tio-oil'' look 
Without the problems This is how 
Your hair stays in place with 
Code 10 Naturally. The way you 
want it Without feeling sticky, oily. 
And your scalp and hair get all 


the care tfiey need with Code 10. 

It has Panthenol the proven hair 
vitamin to help haii roots utilise 
the nutrients m the blood stream 
f his gives your hair natural health 
and full body. 

Anti-Dandruff Action 
Code 10 also contains LO-7 .. a 
proven anti-dandruff agent. It helps 
clear dandruff, and stays on the 
scalp to keep it away 

Code 10 Tonic Hsu Dressing 
does all this for your hair.. without 
costing the earth! 


The natural choice for the natural style 
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AMBASSADOR 


No Other Indian car is so good, because no other 
Indian car offers such a satisfying combination 
of big benefits I 



PERFORMANCE 

The power-packed 50 BHP 
engine ensures quick 
acceleration when needed m 
an emergency, effortless hil' 
climbing and trouble free 
power for lorig cruising All 
this combined with exceptional 
fuel economy per passenger 
kilometre 


LUXURY 

Rich upholstered foam-leather 
seats with fully carpeted mtenoi 
Ample head elbow and leg room 
provide armchair travelling luxury 


COMFORT 

Only Mark 4 offers comfortable 
accommodation for five adults 
with room tor an occasional 
sixth passenger It never cramps 
your style I And the 0 45 cu m 
(16 „u ft) luggage space is a 
big benefit on a long distance 
uuting 


HINDUSTAN MOTORS LTD. 

CALCUTTA 




AMBASSADOR 

fTlojck-iS 

The latest Indian car on the road today! 
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Gauri ihe row chanqed thp 
l*ves uf Raqhu La( hhmi Mot* and 
Choltu Thvy had never known a 
reyutar iiitome betirre Wutr (iaun 
they lould qet Rs 2 hOO r voar from 
the sale of milk alune 

Thiv ii> just one of tht many families 
who fnvn btMiefitiid front Bank of 
India <• loan*, B.mti of India 
proyiammn to inrprove dairy farminq 
IS dinml at beiteiinq the lives of the 
vult'erable settions of society 
Secure yciur future with India $ 
iarqest nationalised bank 




BaiAof India 

*A t f owwmwwi of iN*a un«»riaa<fi(P 
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It^ his ye^lr. he deserves a special gift 

The Gift of Courage 


Someumes orowing-up 
requires a tot of courage ^mrai 
and physical 

Being brave and fighting back 
tears on the first day of school 
TeMing the truth even in the face 
of punishment Entering a dark 
room at night Joining in games 
when the knees quake with fnght 


By insight and example, guide 
your children Teach them the 
time-honoured values of strength 
and coura« To overcome 
obstacles big or small To face 
whatever life has in store in the 
years aheed So that come what 
may they will inra up to the 
Ideals you taught them 




Carona Cares 

A tribute to children 

in the intemetionel Veer of the Child 
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On 

toasts 



Between 

breads 


Over 

crackers 




With 

desserts 



We're getting ourselves 
into a lot of jams to please you 


NOG4 


Mixed fruit jam Orange M-m-tnarmalade 

The choicest fruits Made from fresh-picked 
get themselves into Nagpur oranges.A delicious 
this jam. way to enjoy an orange 


And 4 other fruity ways Pineapple jam 
to toast yourself Mango jam 
at breakfast ^rawberry jam 

i^nd Guava jelly 


mGA -ITS OWLY NATURAL! 


Mahuiashtra Atjro liuluMtius Di velupnmnt Corpurdtion I td Nmia Umt Naqpur 
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Only Allw}^!! 




How many Indian fridges 
have 30 years of expenence 
behind them? 

OnlyAllwyii! 

Way back in 1448 ADwyn made 
India <• hiM (ridge in collaboration with PrestCOM, U.K 

Who offers you 
a double door fridge with 
a deep freezer 
on lop'^ 

OnlyAllwyn! 

Allwyn offers the only 
2 door I ridge < um deep free/er 

Who gives you tilling bottle racks 
that tip to youi convenience'^ 

OnlyAUw^! 

This sturdy rack takes the weight 
of bottles off the door liner and 
absorbs the stress ol (.onstani use 

Who makes India’s largest 
single door fridge with 
the largest freezer'^ 

OnlyAllwyn! 

C ompared to othei larire Indian 
(ridges, Allwyn 248 has exira 8 to 10 
litres spate w th tht largesi Iree/rr 

Id addition oame the fridge with 
ail these featares: 

• Auto deltnsi with a self draining 
tray 

• High ethciencv noiseless,super 
sompressor 

• Crack proof high impact 

polystyrene iinei j 

That's right Allwya 

Available in 8 different sizes 
85 165 and 298 litre single dooi models 
300 and 380 lure double dooi models 




AjjiMrm 


Bettor itving stem with Allviryn 

THf HVOfAABAO AlCWVN MCTAl WOHKS LIMUIO 


Which Indian 
fridges have the 
world (lass 
Roll'Bond Freezer'^ 

OnlyAUwyn! 

Ail Allwyn^ has* this unique free/er design 
with cooling tulres integral with sheet/ 

1 or faster cooling I ongci sompressor life 



^ AlhvynoThefe^s no Other 



S »* » HA USA/ rs 




I he ^ocxl t<\ste of 

Mangharam wafers. 

Vhi t ail Iiear it loiitj anti t lear 
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tjruiich two for lunch. 
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fhe laMc is so good 
In fight >ufflm\ flatmtn_ 

* r*"**’’’**^ Rnipbmy « Mango • Umon 

* C offeo « Clracolatc * Orango * Hom^ 

^ 1 inangharain fr sons 

Bangalore 

-'***‘*** *1** lliieac bheoita^wafara A 

Manghararnywafers. The taste that sounds good. 
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What was the most crucial and hitherto unreported meet¬ 
ing that set the stage for the mid term ParHementary 
poll 7 Who were the dramatis personae 7 The place 
was South B'ov^k in Delhi In the office of Prime Mli ii^ior 
Charan Singh himself and with him was Kama! Nath 
The deal that didn l come through was the buying of 
Judicial reprieve for Mrs Gandhi and Sonjay In return 
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an excerpt from his new book 


COMMeNT 


Opinion 11 


COVER BTORV 


Charan Singh-Kamal Viath secret talksjBarun Sengupta 14 


ELECTION SPECIAL 


Rae Bareli la Mrs Qandhi safe 7|Snnlosh Phartlya 18 
Why BabuJI didn't Join the Congres8(r)IAioy Bose 
NotesIM J. Akbar 31 


SPECIAL REPORT 


Witness to a Pakistani lashlnq|Peler Nlosewand 46 


An unhealthy muddlejArun Ranjan 38 
Sheriff Oilip KumarjAshlsh Rajndhyaknha 


Khaas Baal 56 


VARIETY 


Sundavweek 68 
ChessfBrldgo|Qulz|Stamp8 81 
Oomie strip Peanuts 83 
This India es 
India Abroad 
Humour In real life 
Without comment 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


Comics Astertx 36 

Delhi DlaryjO t NIzamuddtn 86 


tpp. 1 

7 - 

i 

1^4 J-i 

f 

1 

lt'» uii- J#1 




As the campaign gets oft 
the grrjnd with the major 
Parties wrestling with the 
nitty-griity of choosing can¬ 
didates, an enlarged elec¬ 
tion special focuses on the 
following Is Mrs Gandhi 
sate In Rae Bareli ? What 
was Babuii realty up to ? 
Is our election machinery 
In the best possible shape’’ 
What Is the battle Mrinal 
Gore Is waging in Bombay 
tftorlh)? And a lot more 


Cover transparency ol Kamal Nath by A'hok Bose of Indira 
Gandhi by Oharam Pal and of Charan Singh by Kamal 
Sahai 
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Public flogging tor certain offences In Pakistan hightignts 
the role ol the mullahs arnl the ruling military Junta's 
Idea of what is a true Islamic society But a more urgent 
temporal problem staring General Zia In the I8ce It the 
continued downward slide of the Pakistani economy 
Detailedi exclusive, on the spot report from PETER 
NIESeWAND 
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How Vijaya Bank can help your 
child get the best things in life 




Vijaya Bank suggests 3 ways in 
which you can help fulfil his 
dreams. 

1. Bala Nidhi Deposit Scheme 
It teaches a child the pleasure of 
saving for the little things he wants 
-a wristwalch, a 
ff / camera, a cricket bat. 
// For under this daily 
/ savings scheme, ^ 
yJjL Vijaya Bank 

accepts deposits 
^ even under a 
XssA rupee — which 
/SiJ the bank will 
collect at your 


2. Vijaya Education Plan: A 

This scheme helps you afford an 
adsanced education for your child. 


/< 


Under Plan A you pay a lump sum 
now and get back a monthly pay¬ 


ment of Rs. 100,- for 7 years after 
your child enters college. 

3. Vijaya Education Plan: B 

If instead of paying a lump sum 
you’d prefer to start saving a 
monthly amount towards his educa¬ 
tion, this plan will suit you. Here 
again the bank pays you Rs. 100'- 
per month for 7 years when your 
child turns 15. 


For details, call on Vijaya Bank. 
Check your telephone directory — 
there's sure to be a branch near 
you. 


^ Vijaya Bank Ltd. 

R«9Ci.OHIc« ■ (.iQht HouM HIH RMd, M«nealor«-a76003. 
Admn. Office 2. RMldancy Road Bangaloro«seo02S. 




OPINION 




Coat of many colours 

cover stor> ‘ lurnuiat Jour 
luhvt*" (November 11) revealed 
iht oiher Mdc ot the EmerRcnry 
(uin Alter a plet^'ora of anU-lndira 
liter aturi Mohammad Yuoua haa 
tiinrd hts> change ol viewpoint well 
Now. the fmergency cxreaseA will 
n It be seen by th<> people as the 
lanaia Party (including the Ixik Dal) 
wintN the pubhi to see it 
Md \unus should had devoted <t 
(omplete chapter to the lastitutio 
•I loyalty, since his unquestionable 
liialty snuuld sene as an extiaordi 


n..rv example to the opportunistic 
jouinalists who abused Mis Gandhi 
after the Maich 1977 debacle 
Man Mohan Snu/h Dhanbad. 

MOHI> YUNUS has walked on bum- 
mg coals but I am happ\ he has 
done so It is high time someone 
exposed the modus operand! of onr 
so called top journalists who cannot 
wait to change sides as long as it 
•serves their interests What Mr 
Yunus has written niay be Us side 
of the story but its bonaiides rsn 
not b» doubted because it is true 
R. K Cttlati, Stltpurf 

THl levelhttons of Mohammad Yu 
nus are sufficient to prove the point 
that journalism has now become the 
hunting ground foi sell seekers who 
take great pains with their pen to 
project their interests and that of 
their employers while ignoring the 
haish rcahties of life Power is the 
magnet and journalists are those 
attracted to it 
Prahlad Smgh, Hanchi 

THE cover story was a laudable 
piece of wriUng Mr Yunus has 
removed the silken curtains and ex 
posed some of the bigwigs of jour 
nali-sm It is sad that uui journal 
ists have sold their mnial dignitv 
like our politicians, for a few gold 
coins rhes lust for pciwt i has wor 
sc'ned the predicament ul oui Pr<u>s 
Aren’t Kufdip Nayar. George Ver 
ghesc and Rapnder Pun satished 
with their thick wallets ’ Mov God 
listen to them and give them a seal 
each in Parliament 
Rajw Sbhay. Patna. 


CUNGHATUl-Al'IONS for publishing 
exitdtts liom ‘Pervons, passions and 
politics' by Mohd Yunus After Mrs 
Gandhi and her Party were badly 
maiihd m the last elections there 
appealed a surfeit of literature most 
i> aurhoad those journalisks who 
WHO )t»seqiiious to her when srie 
was u power They cried them 
sche* liuatse about the Lmergoiuy 
rxicssn , and tried to project tticin 
selves as honest journalists upholding 
democratic principles and tm ticc 
doiii oi the Press Mr Yunus has < x 
posed (these ‘{urncoat journalists* 
dev astatingly 
/tiivtimaii Sen C ah’Utta. 

Ainu n-adiiig ‘luincaat jouinal 
isis' I had no other alternative but 
to conclude that slandeting is a way 
ol hh to Mohammad Yunus (lie 
sole ob)ect of the article is to buak 
the national and mpiilar poweis oi 
r Mstance to autnoritanaiusm and 
Pi css censorship only to pieparc' the 
ptoph (oi the slaveiy of Mrs Gandhi 
and her son, Sanjay 
Aiunnia Ghosh, ('alcutta 


HHAILVER Mr Yunus has wiitUa 
(an be expected fium a discicdiUcl 
(I uny of Mrs Gandhi who h,, no 
piinuples, no murals and no cIuk^. 
lie has every teason to be Liltv.r 
about his Icsss oi position A qcu>- 
iiun aiisis as to how Mr Yumi. tie 
lanie an «xtra-con'titutional auttio- 
iity duiing tbc 1 nieV 4 )enrv Tho 
whole thing IS simply scjndulou.i 
llic photos you published reveal 
moH than what be wiites 
Juhha Maheto, Ranqolore. 


Organised mischief 

i WAS greatly impressed by the 
strength of feehng that came 
through in M. J Akbar’s piece “RSS 
attacks Mother Tereaa' (November 
11) I found the decision to award 
the Nobel Peace Prise a great and 
I glorious gesture. Mother Tereea u 
a tatb karma yogt in terms of the 
highest standards laid down by the 
Gita and the Upanishads Atmabom 
wbabhutethu ja poshyaG shoposn 
yati He who secs himself in every 
body, be sees correctly, he who con 
sidvr» everybody his own, be is a 
mahatma 1 feel that journalists 
are a bit shaky in risking unpopu 
laiity by criticising communal and 
racist views It is reassuring to 
hear you raise your voice against 
the nobleness that the Organuar has 
tried to belittle 

Dautprashad Ghoth, South Ratngarh, 
'<i4 Parganaa. 


OrnGRATULATlONS to M 
Akbar 
iaiost tba 

e imagB a_ 

bat 1 know oo laaguaga 
enough to aommont on it, It was 


■« 



also very interesting *u learn how 
they are trying to nraw Muslim 
support In spite of their sinccio 
eiforts tbc educated Mushnu will no 
longer contmue to support a fasust 
organisation 

Gautom Mukherjte, Calcutta 

11 IS said “if you spit against bra 
ven K will cxime back to your face ’’ 
In the same way tlic RSS members 
wanted to throw mud on the pious 
deeds of Mother Teresa It is in 
human to write against the living 
saint when the ent re world is praiv 
mg her mighty wo-k Like the HSS 
she is not training goondas to attack 
national leaders and thus create 
chaos and confusion We hope that 
the voters of India will decide the 
future of these religious fanatics 
their henchmm and supporters m the 
coming elections 

P Santha Kuman, Vuakhapatnam. 

TO A man suffering from jaundice 
the world Ioom yellow VGNLiAY 
which is su&etmg from RbS phobia 
sees nothing but a monster iq the 
RSS V\e apfreciate M J Akbar’s 
U to swim against the current 
N Sharma, Kanpur, 


1 AM unable to sham yuui anger 
wilii the HSS loi tailing to jam the 
lest til tbc Lountiy in huiiuaiing 
Mot her Teresa You must la aware 
that theie are many others laiside 
the HSS holding the same views if 
you vsere nut happy with OrpcuiiMir's 
editorial you should have .simply 
ignuied 1 * Ji IS apparent that the 
i<ai rtiison is not that you care tup- 
priuc lor the RSS It ls really your 
hiititdup halted fur the uighnisa 
lion Iht ediioiial ot Orgauucr wa.v 
a time Is excuse for launching tho 
tirade 

The Gill- ol youi special repoit is 
iiiisitading Righteous indignation 
on thf part nf the US's has rni chiev 
ously been take n as a personal ut 
tack on Mothei leiesa On the other 
hand e, has opened the eyt>s ut blind 
admiiets and spiiiele<,S syeopbants 
among Hindus ai^ newspaper men * 
the fully of blind adinirstton ai a 
spineless hero worship 
I Nevlhanta Sarmu, Madras 

If IS ver} commendable that sou 
art waging a one man crusade again >t 
the nsb and we admire your kuts 
for It Howevci. it seems now that 
your aluusnest is going too far 

'1 
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This u apparent from tbe article 
"RSS Bttadu Mother Teresa” Every 
bterate Moslim m this country knows 
that Orpomter is a mouthpiece of 
tbe RSS so they do not think twice 
about what appears in its columns 
You can rest assured that it will 
not be successful in creating mu 
sisincs m the mind of Musiuns. 
Naseem Ahmad, Cdeutta. 

t AGREED with M J. Akbar that 
the RSS attack on Mothei Iciesa 
was unjusvihed Though 1 can claim 
to be an RSS supporter within rea 
sonable limits, I cannot help blurt¬ 
ing out ‘‘Did Mother let ess 
berve the Bengali refuKe»<. in 1971 
wiih the sole objet'ue of intluinc 
Ing them to Lbrisiumiiy ' ’ No, 
lertamly not 

At the same time I must point 
out an unfortunate mutakc in >our 
statement You mentioned Uryanuer 
as the mouthpiece of the assassms 
of Gandhip'' Ihis does not become 
of a magazine like SUNDAY It is 
a fact that Nathuram Godse was ex 
pelled from the Party long befote 
he shot the Mahatma 
Armiava Deb, Calcutta. 

1 HANKS for bringing to out notice 
the inane lampoon of Mother Teresa 
by the Urflonuer What an unscru- 
pulo .s Ih. to attribute to the ‘svm 
bill ot love Ihere cannot be a more 
anti human sentiment than calling 
Mother Teresa anti Indian I look 
forward *o you taking up the natio 
nai cause ot exposing the RSS 
especially now thai the elecUona are 
coming 

M. Selia Pandum, Jolarpettt 

THE ARTICLE ejqraaes tbe real 
character of tbe RSS It is indeed 
tbe good work done by Mother 
lereM, who ui an droboidiment ot 
saenfMX, compassion and nobiiity 
S M Mehta, Chand$garh 

CONGRATULATIONS for your pro- 
test agamst the RSS’s attack on 
Mother Teresa Indeed nothing 
muk) be more scandalous than the 
motives of the tnaliaous editorial 
regarding the work of tbe noMe 
iouL But It IS naive to expect that 
because tbe Mother is doing selfless 
service for tbe pom and the down¬ 
trodden, she will be spared by iwtty- 
minded peo^e. Even Jesus Christ 
* could not escape the toots of 
calumny I 

Chhaya Ghosh, DurgajfStr. 

CANT Orgimistr choose anyone else 
to lash out at in ita edltonslsT In 
this democratic country everyone 
has the freedom to preadi his own 
religioo. The RSS can serve tbe 
poor end convert them if they so 
deaire, 

S Igtutms Uohan, Aroot. 

M J AKBAR deaervee all praise for 
condeainuig tlw RSS when the 
country was ooiupratulating and ap- 
phuidi^ Che BobK saint lor her 27 
long years of dedicated service to tne 
poor, the way in which the RSS 
behaved towerde her must be con 
l^temned by elL By attecUng Mother, 
^the r^utation of the BSS has gone 


one step backwards Tbe RSS must 
prove tncir ridiculous statement that 
"her sole objective is to inftuence 
people in favour of Christianity and 
if possible to convert them" If 
they feel that this was her mam 
objetUve then why doesn't the RSS 
also convert Christians and other 
communities to Hinduism ’ 

K R Anand Kumar, Bangalore 

I CAN'l hi Ip piaising you iur diaw 
ing attention to a blatantly biased 
emtonai in Orgauuer which leaves 
us deeply hurt and ashamed The 
misduevous references made to our 
great Mother tell a thousand tales 
But above all they drive home the 


point that they may adopt damagmg 
tactics and if upright condemnation 
like youis do not come quickly 
enough, the cause oi the fiec Press 
IS doomed 

Svnti K Singh Patna. 

1HOUGU 1 cannot prevent sour 
fanatical editor. M J Akbar, from 
abusing the RSS, J feel a common 
tuiy on an organisation like the 
Jainaat-e Islami and the Muslim 
League i- long overdue Also iht 
aitiMtiev of Mother Teiesa should 
be '■< en in a more balanced luannei 
IoIIkwi'u her opposKiou to the free 
d'liii (It Religion Bill 
/ tvv ' igaruial, Calcutta. 


Was it worth it ? 

/'^OMRApE Na m boodi r lpad’s refer- 
euce to tbe basic laauos causing 
the spi't in the worM oommuniat 
movement m his interview. “Left 
prospects depend on unity” (Novem¬ 
ber 11) IS correa What should be 
dearly mentioned is that this split 
led to the split in the Communist 
Party of India Comrade Namboo- 
diripad should now review bis own 
stand and tbe stand of bis gtoup in 
the then umted Communist Party of 
India (which resulted in the forma 
ttoB of tbe CPl-M) on the basic is¬ 
sues and tell tu whether they were 
correct m supporting the splitters 
of the world communist movement, 
viz China and Albania 
Jayant C. Gaytan, Bombay. 

MR RAJESWAR RAO deserves opyrn- 
aation for hu ideas M bdaging 
about a revolutionary soocxconoauc 
change in India as revealed in his 
interview “The 1964 split was a big 
blow” (November 11) The transfer 
of power from the ‘exploiUng* to the 
‘exploited* will not only bring a 
change in the social and economic 
struCTure hut would also ehmioate 
the word 'exploitation' from the dic¬ 
tionary 

G Bobu Kao. Jayanaaer. 

We haw received letters pomtmg 
out that the picture of Mr Promoda 
Dospupta ivoa captioned 'E-M E. 
NamboodArrpat on page 4$ of SUN 
DAY. November 11 the error a re¬ 
gretted —EDI TDK 


Comic relief 

itILiGR’s latest bedfellow, oour- 
I’l tesy Cho” by Arthus Pais 
tNoveoiber 11)* was a gem of an 
article and R levelled toe role that 
comedian Cho played in Iwmging 
about an alliance botween tbe 
Janata and the AIADMX. 

N Rameth, Madras 

ARTHUR PAI6 has brought in to 
focus the underhand dcMlugs of Cho 
and MGR m forging an alliance witti 
the ianata Party 

V A. Poonkodi Seivan. Thtruvali/aru 

Prophesying doom 

THE PROPHECY made by reader 
I Mr Shaukat Ah ^an ol Gorakh¬ 
pur in Llectioo Speaal (November 
11) about the results of the Ixik 
Sdhba elecUona is simply amoung 
My prediction m a nutshell is that 
m spite of shedding mpious tears tor 
the millions of Uarijans and Muslima 
and downtrodden, (whose beicditory 
late has not (banged sincv the days 
of Mahatma Gandhi and mme pre- 
osely during the eleven years of 
continuous rvgime of Mrs Gandhi— 
although the dowiitiodden had to 
iili their stoiuacbs with the heaven¬ 
ly nectar ot the then famous and now 
forgotten commandment 'Talk 
less, work mote’) Mrs Gandhi will 
(all miseiably and will not be able 
to bag mon- than 140 seats for the 
Party which is named after her 
Hvaial Das. 24 Purgunas, 


A clarification 

Y ou had pubhahad a letter wtH- 
ten by Mr Mohammed Say«ad. 
Minister tor Tourimi. Bihar seder 
llic *A denial’ (Nevam> 

ber 4) wttb refetenoo to ay fs- 
sort “Hariias MiuUm ^ 
Bihar Cahiaef (Bepten^ 1«)< 
Ue has mentioeed ttiat ainoa no 


of any diaputo wnh regard to 
appointmeet or dlaiBl i a a t ef any 
peraon—from a paoo to the diree- 
&-with hia otter eqUetg^ 
does not rise. Be has alse tiM 
to Athetantiato hi* veHoa with the 
bo^ of reoorda. t had eanittw 
■iaed the undertyiag connittiial 


sentlisenta being tanned m this 
Aght of Haiijan Muslim minorities 
rather than irri-gulariUes in thr 
appointments or pootings Mr 
Sayeod has avoided this angle 
Tbn report had appeared in the 
contei^t of the aecond of round of 
IfarDan Muslim communal distur 
bances in Jamahedpur Mr 9ayced 
has mentioned that be shares an 
amlcaMe rdatlanship with Mr 
Mohan Rmi. In that case he 
could have forwarded a Joint 
dental It would not be imperti 
nent to add that stories about 
auch Intriniea within tbe Bihai 
Cabiiiet find theur way out through 
his ooUoaguea and the rcpoit had 
appeared tmly after venficvitian 
Anns Renfait, Patna. 




COVER STORY 


CHARANSMGH- 
KAMALNATH 
SECRET 1ALKS 



The big question as soon as Chaudhury Charan 
Singh was sworn in as PM. was whether he 
would be able to prove his majority m the Lok 
Sabha It was quite obvious that this would 
not be possible without the support of Mrs 
Gandhi's MPs. as what was left of the Janata 
Party had consolidated under the leadership of 
Babu Jagjivan Ram. The followers of the 
Chaudhury weie split into two camps one 
was deteimined not to pay any price for Mrs 
Gandhi's support (this group consisted of the 
Socialists primarily, and was backed by the 
CPI-M) while the other did not mind a few 
compromises In the end this debate was 
settled by the firm stand that the Chaudhury 
himself took he was dear in his mind that he 
would not bargain with Mrs Gandhi to remain 
PM and he would rather face a mid-term poll 
than go down m history as the man who had 
withdrawn the Special Courts to remain PM. 
On August 8. Sanjay Gandhi's friend and 
political confidant. Kama! Nath, met the 
Chaudhury in the Prime Minister's office in 
South Block to find out if any compromise was 
possible BARUN SENGUPTA has obtained 
the text of this conversation between Kamal 
^Nath and the Prime Minister This is an 
I exclusive extract from Sengupta's forthcoming 
ibook. Last Days of the Morarji Raj", Ananda 
* Publishers. Rs 35. which promises to be a 
smash hit 
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- ELATIONS were verj 

straiood between the Con- 
(ress(l) and Ctaaran Sintih 
soon after he became 

_Prime Minister. Apart 

iruin the matter of the personal 
iiisuit to Mrs Gandhi (by not aoing 
to her bouse to thank her), and the 
question of the Congress nominees 
(who were anti-Mrs Gandhi) in the 
Cabinet, some of the Congress(I) lea¬ 
ders had started raising the Special 
Courts issue. Their suggestion to 
the Janata(S) leaders was that the 
new Government should abolish the 
Special Courts as a gesture towai'ds 
the Cangres5(t}. But some Janata(S) 
and Congress leaders had strong 
reservations about this. The Social¬ 
ists and the (^1 had also threatened 
that if the Special Courts were 
abolished, they would not remain 
with the coalition Government. These 
were, they all maintained, pressure 
tactics on Mrs Gandhi's part. In 
reaUty, she had no option but to 
support Charan Singh in the Lok 
Sauna. 

Charan Singh himself believed 
them and took a very firm attitude 
towards Mrs Gandhi and her Party. 
One gets an idea of how his mind 
was working at that time from a 
must illuminating conversation bet¬ 
ween him and Sanjay Gandhi's 
friend Kamal Nath. Kamal Nath's 
family runs a business in Calcutta, 
and Kamal was at the Doon Scdiool 
with Sanjay Gandhi. Though they 
remained close friends ever since. 
Kamal was not very interested in 
politics before 1375. But from that 
yeai. along with Sanjay, he too be¬ 
gan to take an active interest in 
Congress politics. Initially he enn- 



How can I withdraw tha 
Special Courts ? When I 
die, I do not want people 
to say that Chaudhury 
Charan Singh became PM 
because he made a bar¬ 
gain with Indiraji and 
withdrew the Special 
Courts. 



tented himself by working as Sanjay 
Giindhi's man in Calcutta. Gradual¬ 
ly he became involved in national 
politics. He staunchly stood by Mrs 
Gandhi even after her defeat in the 
1377 elections and remained with the 
family all through. Charan Singh 
also knew the Nath family personal¬ 
ly. Kamal Nath went to see the 
Prime Minister at his office at South 
Block .on 8 August. The conversa¬ 
tion went somewhat like this : 
Kama! Nath -. 1 think the first thing 
1 should do is to congratulate you, 
for this is the first time I am mee^ 
ing you in your office. In fact,.! am 
entenng thi.s building after about 
three years. 

Choron Singh ; Thank you. How 
have you Imn ? 

KN . 1 am all right, but 1 do not think 
the situation at presamt is ail nght, 
Manoharlal must have been talking 
to you about the discussions and the 
piobicms. 


CS : Yes, Manoharlal has talked to 
me. He is a very loyal and devoted 
follower of mine. 

KN : You are lucky that you have a 
follower like Manoharlal for hn 
continues to pester me that things 
should be ail right between Congress 
(I) and yourself. 

: Yes. Manoharlal is a good man 
and I am making him a Minister. 

KN : 1 do not know bow the pre¬ 
sent problem between Congress(l) 
and yourself can be resolved. The 
issues .ire being enlarged day by 
day and 1 feel.... 

CS Wbat are the issues 7 Indiroji’v 
otter tor support was unconditional 
and now I am told this is to be dune 
and that is to be done. When your 
great leader Kamiapatbi Tripathi 
and Stephen called on me, they 
Ucarjy told ipe that the support was 
unconditional. ‘The only Uung they 
asked for was a letter to Indiraji 
thanking her for the support, to 
which 1 agreed. As far as 1 am 
concerned, that was the last discus¬ 
sion held by me regarding the sup- 
pori of Congress(I), and that is final. 
KN : What about the discussions 
Raj Narain had with Sanjay 7 Cer¬ 
tainly there were other conditions 
and non-fulfilment of these is what 
wc are upset about. 

CS : Raj Narainji has told me ciea^ 
ly that there was no condition 
whatsoever and in any case 1 have 
snnouDced on more than one occa¬ 
sion that 1 am not responsible tor 
what Raj Narain says. He is a dc-. 
voted follower and has made the| 
largest single contribution towards I 
my vKtury. 1 have great laith in*' 
him; but the only tiuuble is. be” 
talks too much. I kmiw o< some of»i 





the discuMions held by b>iii with 
Stwjey prior to the oo-contideiice 
motion. A< that time the situation was 
diflcrcnt and whatever was talked 
at that time does not hold good uy 
more. 1 am very clear in my mind 
that Indiraji's support is uncondi¬ 
tional and 1 am not willing to have 
any conditions. Since 19w I have 
done many good deeds for Indiraji 
and for once if she has done some¬ 
thing for me what does it matter ? 
this was in any case due to me. 
Moreover, by supporting me, she is 
greatly benefited. By supporting me 
the Janata bos broken up. Is it not 
a benent for her ? 1 believe, she has 
no choice but to support me. 

KN . 'there appears to be ■ Mg.gap 
between what was talked prior to 
your becoming the Prime Minister 
and what you are saying now. 

(.a . I do not understand sR this. J 
have spent more than 50 years In 
public life and have far more ex¬ 
perience than you. You must know 
what has happened since 1966 — the 
period when both you and Sanjay 
were young boys. Every understand¬ 
ing arriv^ at between me and 
Indiraji was broken by ber. When 
I became the Chief Miniater, she 
toppled me from my Chief Minister 
ship. She created a situation where¬ 
by 1 had to leave the Cu^ess and 
form my own Party. 'Thereafter 
again 1 became the Chief Minister 
and then again she violated the 
understanding which was made in 
writing between me and her emis¬ 
sary — Uma Shankar Diksbit. She 
made iny MLAs defect from my 
Party. AH along Indiraji has never 
done anything for me. In fact, 
she ha.« broken every promise she 
ever made. I have evidence for 
that. WitH Uma Shankar Dikshit 
an understanding was reached In 
writing. C. B. Oupta is also aware 
of this. The paper containing the 
umiersSanding is with me and the 
people who made the understanding 
are also alive. This rouM be veri¬ 
fied In 1969. I voted against San 
jeeva Reddy. I gave the second pre¬ 
ference votes of my Party to Indir,!- 
ji’s raodidate. V. V. Ciri. This is 
whai liKiiraii wanted me to do. Till 
today, Saniiva Ri'cldy has nut for¬ 


given me for this and that is one, 
of the main reasons why he is 
against me. In 1973 when the Pro¬ 
vincial Armed Omslabularv in UP 
revolted. Kainliipathi 'I'ripathi had to 
rnsign. f do not know what Indiraji 
finds in him. I have known hmi tor 
a long time. He is a big rascal and 
is totally corrupt. He has many 
vices — what should I tell you about 
them; you arc so much younger to 
me. I do not know bow Indiraji 
can run her Party with people like 
Kamlapathi Tripathi and Kalpnatk 
Rai. Anyway, it is good for us that 
she has people like them. 

At that time when the Provincial 
Armed Constabulary revoHed, Kamla 
pathi Tripathi had to resign and the 
Assembly was suspended for about 
live months after which Bahuguiia 
was aent os the Chief Minister. Dur¬ 
ing that period I sent word to 
Indiraji that I was witling to join ber 
and take over the Chief Minister¬ 
ship of UP. Surprisingly enough, she 
never reacted to thi.s. I have pui- 
posely told you the history of now 
unfair Indiraji has- been with me. 
She has all along dune everything to 
iinish me. Now there are suggestions 
to me that 1 should write am thank 
her and also go and meet ber. This 
is impossible. I will only meet ber 
at some social function, Uke a birth¬ 
day, for example. Otherwise 1 will 
nut. Did Indiraji ever write and 
thank me for all that 1 did for ber 
between 1966 and ’69 ? Did she 
ever come to me to thank met U' 
she has nut, then why should I ? 

KN : 1 think you are making tbit 
an emotional issue. Your effort 
should be to resolve this, rather than 
bringing m all these matters. 1 am 
sure Indiraji will have something to 
say for all of what you have said- f 
am sure, tbcrc must have been a 
communication gap. 1 believe, the 
problem can.... 

CS : No. i do not agree. If Indiraji 
wants to support me, tbi^e can be 
no bargain. How can 1 withdraw the 
Speaai Courts ? When 1 die, 1 do 
nut want people to say that Chau- 
dhury Cbaran Singh became Prime 
Minister bccau.se he made a bargain 
with Indiraji and withdrew the Spe- 
iial Courts. Folitically and pub 
licly this is a wrong thing to do 
and.... 

KN ; Nobody has asked you to with 
draw the Special Courts. The Spe¬ 
cial Courts will be struck down by 
the Court itself. The Calcutta 

High Court has already given an 
injunction; but the Supreme Court 
has vacated the injunction. If the 
c.alcutla High Court is showed to 
hear the matter I have no doubt 



that the Special Courts will be struck 
down and declared unconstitutional 
by ttoii Calcutta High Court. 'This 
is Where you can help. You must 
assist in seeing that the Supreme- 
Court dues nut interfere in the mat 
tor while at the same time- you 
tan keep announcing that you will 
never withdraw the Special Courts. 
When the 'Special Courts arc strut's 
down by the Calcutta High Court, 
you will not be accused of withdraw 
ing them. The question is whcthci 
in yuur heart you want to do any¬ 
thing or not. If you really want to 
do .something, but arc finding ditii 
cultics, H is a separate thing; but 
the question is wbethcr you want V) 
or not. 

CS : 1 am not even willing to sav 
that 1 would like to ncip. There 
can be no promises from me. 1 am 
nut willing to even express my in 
tentiuns to help in any matter. 
Indiraji has no choice but to support 
mo and if she has to support mo 
out <>t necessity, where is the que.v 
tiun of my promising anything ? 1 

do not sec bow she can support 
Jagjivan Rani. She has oppo.scd the 
Jana Sangb and KSS for much luu 
gCr than I have. 1 would really liko 
to sec tlie day when she supports 
Jana .Sangh and RSS. She really 
has no choice. 

14*1 me make one thing clear — 1 
am not afraid ol a midterm puli. 
And convey this to Indiraji. that 
Chaudbury Charan Singh is not 
afraid of facing the elections even 
It veiy few people of his Party are 
clec-ted. Doesn't Indiraji realise that 
most of the Ml’.s do nut want a inid- 
tenn pull ? Dotisn't she know that 
her own Mi’s do nut want an elec¬ 
tion now ? Voting against me will 
nu-an a midterm poll. So what 7 I 
am prepared toe it. And 1 wouM 
like to see Indiraji voting for tbo 
Jana .Sangh-RSS. 

KN : 1 do not know whether Indira- 

i j will vote for Jaha Sangb or not 
lut hoW do you know Chavan will 
not join hands with Jagjivan Ram ? 
1 have information that Chavan is 
already talking to Jagjivan Ram. 
After all, he is an old friend of 
Jagjivan Ram — with you the rela¬ 
tionship is only new. 1 must warn 
you that Chavan is an unscrupulous 
man. Most of bis MPs would be 
more willing to support Jagjivan 
Ram than you. Do you realise 
thi.v 7 I am sure be would prefer 
bring Di'puty Prime Minister with 
the Home Portfolio under Jagjivan 
Ram than under you. 

CS : Muhe Chavan is talking to 
Jagjivan Ram.... 

KN : Are you sure about Babugnaat 
CS : Yes. I met him yesterday and 
it appi’ars that be is all right. 

KN : What about the Sodaiists ? Do 
you know that George Pemaadee 
resigned from the Morarji Desai Mi- 
oistry not because be wanted you as 
the Prime Minister, but because be 
wanted Jagjivan Rom u the Prime 
Minister ? He got stuck after reaign- 
ing because Mororii refused to resign 
from the Icadersbip of the Parua- 
mentary Party and Uiereafter bad no 
option but to support you. This 



i^as toki to mo by Virin Shah who 
hu> uku told me that Georee Fi r 
naiidcs will part way with Madhu 
Liiiiavt and will go bach to tho 
Janata You muat realiac how ini 
poitanl Congrca&(I) support to you 
IS Thi main question is do you want 
the support or not ? 

( S Of course I want it Have I 
I \ei said I don t want it 
KJV There is great doubt about 
this in nur minds Throush a vi ry 
ri liable source we have It amt that 
vou have talked with the Leftist 
I’artKs like tht* rPI(M) that on the 
?oth for your vote of confidence, 
V III will do without Congn ss(T) sup 
txiit Thereafter your plan is <*• 

(i ush Indirati 

< S This is all rubbish I bate 
r onimuinsts and the question of mv 
'iiviiii! said any of tne&e things vs 
lb utd f (an nevci have any rcla 
iinnsbip with the Commumsts It is 
iRiinst my ideology In fart I have 
o v(i nut any of the CPIfMi leaders 

I have met TI irkisben Sin^ Surut 
»lie CPIiM) leader only twice He 
nut me only yesterday along with 
leaders of various other Parties in 
roiimrtion with finabcuif the oamc 
1 . 1 " Vice Presideiit 
KN Maybe vou have not said 
but vour confidants could have said 
vu( b 1 thing 

Cit If we go into all this thire im 
no ind t<i it If you read the state 
ments of vour Partv members esne 
nallv nt Kalonath Ttai you will n i 
lisi that I have a file of the Ktdt 
mints made by your various people 
Rv ihr wav IS Kalpnnth Rai a tonii 
dant ot Indiraji ’ However wbat 
evti may be the statements I do 
uut attach any significance to them, 
I ir If I have to tht re will bt no 

< n<l to It See NrwiweeK ot b 
August in wliicb Indiraji is supposed 
to have said that 1 wilt last only by 
tui mtrty I am not making ao 
losue fur 1 believe Indiraji eouM 
ne.ii have made such a statement 
I ak< Indiraji s statement on the day 
slit went to the Sptcial Courts 1 
hast all these ehCtmgs but 1 am not 
making an L>sue oi these 

AN I agree that is the best be 
rause vour people, including Raj 
Nat am have also made veiy hostile 
tatemeuts But the nal issue is that 
th« people and our MPs feel that 
vou do not want our support Some 
thing bos to be done by you to 
pubuUy ehow that you want oui 
support Tbe spirit oi coalition has 
to be evident to everyone 
Cb What can I do — like what^ 
KN 1 do not know, but personally 
1 would have thought ot some 
methods Now it may be too late 
W( have agreed and stated that we 
do not want to partiapate in the 
Mimstry, but that does not mean 
that our suggestions regarding cer 
tarn critical appointments should 
be rejected — for instance, the At 
torney General oould have been a 
loininee oi ours, but now be is 
ahead) appointed 

f C 5 The new Attorney General is 
' (said to be) your man Thu u on 
rciord He assisted Indiraji in tbe 
Shah Coniniission In fart this war 


pointed uut to me by various peo¬ 
ple bi tore his ^ppolnt9neBt yet 1 
appointed hint Vou sec my spirit 
ot cuopcration cs there and this is 
evident truni the appuintnunt of thi 
Attorney Gencial bifoic you evtn 
asked tor it I appointed a man 
who 1 thought would tx* iair to all 
and is primalily your man 

No 1 am nut wilhng to have any 
conditions Indiiaji has to support 
mi ut hei own atixird ' do nut 
want to make any bargains It t$ 
against my giain I liavi a public 
Ullage wbuh 1 bavi to maintain Ou 
you know thousands of piupte have 
come from all ovir thi luial anus 
to meet mi aftii f took over as thi 
Pi’mc Minister' Ivin people limii 
as tui away as Madhya Pnidesb havi 
come to meet nu 



How lould Indiraji not support 
me and utvtead support Jagiivaii 
Kani and lauu SangfaJagjivaii 
Ram Ls a totally lorrupt man He 
IS tin ill best politiuan iii the couii 
ti y and is an unmoral pi rson 1 
t«*el embarrassed going into dctaiLs 
with you about bis iiioial It 
Indiraji has suppoited nit lu beion 
ing Tnine Minister - b<cause a 
favour from tnr was due to me - 
why should she ask foi any eondi 
lions Ihi fact that sbi has sup 
ported me and ‘hi continues to 
support me will bi a good gi tun 
on oir pait and <vit> go<x) gi tuu 
i> always rKiprutatt-d 01 emirs* I 
w ill III iproi Hti he 1 giKid g< stui < 
but I am nol willing to di f n< how 
or whin Stic has to liivi iUith iii 
mi and bi lit «i nu 
K\ lb* is u d’l nut otu ut Imi 
gun but one iil di upline and d<ii> 
to n 

< '> No no I am no* willing '« 
go and meet hi oi U pliuni h i 
Did sbi ivir niiit 111 » plunu iru 
loi what 1 have doni fi i lu ui 
till past ’ Isn I It a kniwii fut 
hit position ha impii)vi<t iltii D 
(1)11 ipse ol thi Mura'ji lit u Mini 
try ’ Has shr not benihti 1 Ironi 
the luster of Moiarjl lie. u md th* 
Janata eoliaps' ^ V\bat min'* bem 
tit docs sh*- want’ 1*11 hi i >h( ha 
iny good wisfis and lomiy to h* i 
my rtamuikar 

KN I do not know how this mat 
ter will be nsolved Do you iia 
iuie that at bast A> Mi's oi the 


Cungresv(S) will vote against you 7 
About iU Mi’s art Jeaving the Con 
eiess(S) - they may be juiniiig u> 
but IP any event they wont be 
votini, lor you 

(i 1> « really tiue* ' Will 20 
Ml’s liavi the tamgri Wi(S) ’ 

AN Ve I know soini of Ihiin 
iiid they are viay upset tbit i 
P.iiliaiiientaiy I’arty ttas joiiie*d tin 
Ministu 

( S 1 i-t us see 

KN 1 tbink too many people talk 
uig • Hhalt ut you and Indiiaj 
h IM uisid some ii)inpliia*iiiii‘ 

Cs I igriH; lat only I N Misliia 
kstu s these issues 
KS I will conviy tins to Indnaji 
Who arc vour tru>te‘(l pi oplt " I 
know 111 Yadav who sv't up this 
niiitiiig today 
ts V\hiib Y&div”' Ob ' Yes >< 
c Hi i> a liustid man but better still 
3 you should lx 111 touch with Kaitai 
^ Siiigh who IS my ruvst tiusted in in 
^ lit mi> (lit him and intrixtuie hm 
3 to you (I’M calU hartar bmuk 

■3 and (fits htm} Ibis is Kamal Nath 
III ts a notoriou iiMii and i vuy 

a ilosi to Saniay and the laniilv I 

wanted to link him up alui the 

ilii-tioiu but thin 1 dll nol know 
who happtned Hi was ckvir 
iiiough tu get out oi tlx lilt Note 
down bt. tell phone numbers and bit 
iddii I \M]iniv*i any disc us 
s oii-s lit to be held biHwein me 
and K im i) nobody should know 

ihimt It and itti rriords an to br 
111 uut iimd 

AN I hope you tuc not asking niv 
ft li phoni numbi r to ask (hi Inti f 
Iiginii Hull lu to klip I watih 
(isi I me or ti tap my plmm > 

< S How IS vout t itbi r I' II ni* 
do you V. irK tu Im a S* tb «i > pub 
tieiaii ’’ 

KN Whatevtr 1 have to In 1 hav* 
to lx with indiraji 
( s Sow go ind isplain to Indiiad 
all thit I havi toM vou I havi 
nothing against hri Di n t turget to 
iv« hci mv nunuisluii lilt hit lint 
hivi Slid r haiidhiin ihib i 
indmii, hi noma.Aur to Bih nii 
K\ I am thmkmg ot lonti ling 
tb* I lections irnm Mi nut 
( S How i« Sbastiip ' I hive Inown 
hiTi ’or a veiv lung tiini Is hi 
iM right Till him to mn t mi 
Why do yon want to conti*! the 
(hctioin liom M**nil ' 

K\ Hnmi I *iM»<hr I hi' ti bi 
mv himii town Whit do voi think 
will I will III livsi 
r s ? do not Krow 
KN I think I mil I l< ivi now tin 
wi hivi hid I hmg minting an<t 
th* M II I I >1 III )M opl* w idini 

( '• Y ( \ f h* >•« ai ( I lot f 

IMoph w iitinr hut thit •)«» nit 
II itti I I vvintiii to liifilv thi n It 
t* r Old I hopi f havr i xpl nui *1 il 
t VO 1*11 Indiriii to tx **n ihl* 

I wo tiling' ar« 'bai j < m thi< 
loiivft dion Mr {.nidhi ind 

Smu (iin*lh) wintfd otiu mm 
dull piif* tor thi ir sunpiut whik 
(hirin Singh w is unwillmf *o piv 
insihirig ituiiiidi it* Iv *n** in hi* 
in III n Ml < in*ilii h id no ofh* r 
• kimitiv* tnii *0 viipport liun in 

PailiariKnt ■ 
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ELECTtQil SPECIAL 


Spot repo rt_ _ 

Uttar Pradesh 

Rae Bareli: 

Is Mrs Gandhi safe ? 


ON wa> .InoTO 
Rae Bareli 4 o 1 ui k 
new iust bi'toii. 
thv ro^ lueeti a 
railway track and 
the bar«Hr» cbeik 
the Sow ot traffic, 
there i* a teaahop 
Lm ainoa the 
Janata Oovenunent 
ot the teaahop hasi 
put up a Urge hand-painted wMti 
oaking lu&tuiuera and pas&era^y to 
vote Tor Mra Gandhi becauae abe 
wafc the buN thing to have happened 
to the (Muntr) When and if pav 
aengers on the buaes teaae the tea 
>hop ttwiuvr about the Emerge 1 U 7 , 
be geUi excited and ia vehement in hit 
dvnunuatiun oi everybody etse on 
the Indian pulitual uene The tea 
shop owner uv not alone m bu paa- 
Monate defence ol Mrs Gandhi If 
then ix anything called a sale ooos 
tituency in the country then Rae 
Barall muvt be considered safe tor 
Mis Gandhi But in the election ot 
any liadei many impondeiablcs 
crop up And the gicateal erf these 
today IS the coming of the Raymata 
ot Gwalioi who brings with her 
buth the nKinoricw ot ancient rule 
and liei recent incarceration duiiny, 
rhe fmergrnev In the heyday ol 
the Maratnas the Siindias ruled the 
Liud tiom the edge of Delhi to the 
Holkar territories in the south to 
the Rajput kingdoms of the west and 
to the uritisb ruled Bihar and Ben 
bui in the east 

fliil It will be veiy difficult lor the 
Rajmnta whatesei credentials she 
ought b'lng with her Rae Bareli 
did not (bange recenth almost as 
stHin as It had realised what it had 
done in March 1*177 it suffered an 
motional backlash — and even In 
(unt Ihn while the test ot UP was 
till St iMting Janata legislators to the 
Asveinblv Rae Bart 11 eiictcd Mis 
(•andhis mec fcom all the live stau 
m its distrun In fact, this Is whv 
theie IS a sense of hurt about the 
luws (hat Mrs Gandhi niiftht coo 
t< vt tiom an Andhia coastitu luv al 
so 10 Older to ensure hn i turn to 
Parliament 

Aftci all Mrs ttamlhi ti t>. done 
a great deal for tins mnstitut ms 
apart tiom putting it on the ratiural 
map Today the c«\ » u-u.wrus 
almost adluetit ih*. mum ipahtv 

*8 



has constiucted a handsome market 
ing complex and the city boasts a 
modeln telephone exchange and pott 
oHievs Ihc cooperative bank is 
in an impressive building There is 
also a btybed hospital in the aty 
Live national banks have their bran¬ 
ches and the Indian Fclcpbune Indus 
try and Modi Carpet have built fac 
tunes here The National Textile 
Corporation and bwadc shi Cotton 
Mills have their branches m Rae 
Baroili These indicate the last pace 
ot dcvc kipnicnt whkh this aty 
owes to Ih ing an ex Pnmi Minister’s 
conslitucncv However the villages 



au ‘till poor affluence gives wav to 
pwveitv and the backwaid villagcu 
ainund Rae Bareli reck ot the natio¬ 
nal problem of povertv, dtseaaet, 
milnulntion and starvation 

In the first general elections held 
in IhSJ Ki'ozc Gandhi cxinfcst^ 
li un the Rae Bareli con'tKuiniy 
in* won He established the Ran 
Utci) 1 due itiunal Trust fhe by 
ikctmn caused by firo/e Gandhi'* 
cl« cth vs IS won b> Riijindra ITatap 
siiii.h \ V u liter in l%2 Dimwh 
Smili w IS iltitid from this roiistt 
utemv blit h ignoud Rae Bgrell 
In I'm? Mfc Indira (>andhi contest^ 
I oni Rae Bareli and came out with 
living colours Until tbm it was a 
b i( Lwaid underdc veinped 1 egion 
Ihe only induHrv m the region was 
bidi rnanut tc 111 mg Mrs Gandhi in 
iti illy did n It st c ni interested in the 
*tve|upment cii Rae Bareli but after 
Hi I Rae Bareli entered Its boom 
pc iod 

1 P s Ministers made it a point to 
I II Rae Bareli as ficqucntly as 
a sible Bureaucrat! nl tbe clta 



tiict were requested by Ministers ru 
duly inform Mrs Gandhi about thi 
funda sanctioned for Rae Bareli i 
development Mrs Gandhi visited 
Rae Bareili at least thiice every 
year By 1972 Rae Bareli iiad 
virtually become the States seconc’ 
capital * Hie Officers’ Hostel wears 
a desolate look today but lu those 
heady days it was always crowded 
by Ministers and administrators A 
new railway station was constructed 
The caste factor however, seemi, 
to have become impcntant in Rae 
Bareli The brahmins form the most 
important vote bloc, followed bv 
the banjans, backward classes, the 
Muslims and the thakurs Mrs 
Gandhi will get most of the brahniiu 
votes, while the thakur votes will 
go to the Janata Party Ihe hariiai 
votes are likely to go to Mrs Gandhi 
despite Babujis presence m the 
Janata Among the backwaids, the 
yada's, kurtnis, lodhas and muraic. 
constitute 33 per cent of the eke 
toratc If these tastes stay togctbci 
and vote for the li»k DaL think 
could turn mtereshng But there iv 
an internal conflict between th 
vadavs on the one band and tbi 
tudhas, kurmis and tbe muraies or 
tbe other And Mrs Gandhi has uii 
great advantage, her personal sta 
ture IS enough to overriae all these 
caste equations. 

Now that the Janata Party has 
declared the candidature of the Jana 
Sangb leader Rajinata Vijaya Rajc 
Scinma to contest against Mrs 
Gandhi the election may prove to 
bo one of tbe most exciting in tbe 
country Tbe organisers of the 
fanata Party, espeaally those of the 
Jana Sangh are very cntbusiastK 
But this enthusiasm 1 * evident more 
in the city than in the villages 
where the only identity Mrs Vijaya 
Raje Scindta has is that of the Rai 
mata From the second week ot 
December when the election cam 
paign will start in earnest Mrs San 
dia will definitely relate her harrow 
ing experiences during tbe Enter 

S enev to the people and this could 
raw their sympathy Mrs Scindia 
will surely gef some of the brahmin 
kavdsthd bama and the thakur votes 
in othei words with the exception 
of the Muslim votes Mrs Gandhi will 
have to share tbe votes of the up 
p« r < ist« s It remains to be seen 
whi'lui the votes Mrs Vljava Raie 
Sciiidii w<an.s aways will make Mis 
Gandhi lose 

Today more than 1 300 villages of 
Rae Bareli are in the grip of a 
severe drought The young collector 
Shamhhu Nath was preparing to com 
bat thi drought when the elections 
wtir announced Because of the 
dioukht tbe turnout may not be im 
pn ssivc But there is no doubt that 
oncx' again Rae Bareli '$ vote will 
leave a deostve mark on tbe future 
of Indian politics 

SANTOSH BHARTIYA 



Uttar Pradesh 

Royalty seeks 
a mandate 


R AJMAIA Vijud Ri> Stindid ot 
(iWdlioi IS not I polit cidn li shi 
wt>r>, she would piobibly never hdvi 
.iBiced to fight Mis Cidndhi in Ra* 
B.iieli She thinks of hersef as anati 
analist, of the old fashioned kind-^ 
thi kind that believed in the gloi> 
of India in its heiitdge its cultun 
th- people the kind that believed in 
la>ing down their lives foi the conn 
ti} and the kind that disappeared at 
the end of the freedom mov^mint 
loday wlK*n polilio is arceptid a 
b'lng men I) a mittii of ministei 
ships and moniy shi still stic.k' b\ 
her itsohe in \ei to auept a posi 
tion of pow'r (she was once oflered 
the Chief Ministriship of Madhya 
Pradesh but lefused) ‘1 feel that 
the moment ray selfi&h interest com 
' s in I will 'lot b< ibl( to work aelf 
lossty [ would no longei bi woiking 
for my tountiy but tin mvi^lf ’ aht 
tjys 

Thi I e are mans .n Delhi s politi 
cal elides who believe that she is 
being saenficed in Rae Baien be 
lause there aie few people who are 
prepared to talv on Mrs Gandhi Sin 
does not agiee with this \i<w al 
though she admits that it was the 
Piitv whith derided that she should 
hght Mrs Gandhi and not ahe her 
aelf As fai as sh' is comerne i R n 
Ban h IS something she must do b( 
cause she has always fought agai st 
what she has considered uniust and 
wrong and what Mrs Gandhi did dui 
Ing the Fmcrgenty was, she Is r«o 
vneed both unjust and wrong ' 1 
would like to bring home to the pco 
pie that what happened during thi 
I mergenty should not be allowed to 
happen again the atioritv^s, the 
suffering of so many people Wi 
want our democracy to be safe” 

The Rajmata is ov r SO but look 
at least ten vears younger di sp le 
the whiU sail that she generally 
wears with her head covered tradi 
tional style She has i youthful ina 
oner and inexhaustibk energy which 
fs, ironical]), reminiscent of her rivil 
m Rae Bareili But here iht simi 
larity ends and in almost every othei 
way the two women are about as 
diflerent to each other as night an I 
day Where Mis Gandhi views politics 
like a bnlliane tactician would i 
game of rhrss the Reimita e>nlv 
concein with it is as a means of fui 
tbering her cause 
And this she adm ts is why she 
was attracted to the lana Sangh anel 
the Rashtnya Swavamsevak Sangh 
which she first came in contact with 
during the 1%7 election when she 
had left the Congiess and was ran 
I testing indcpendienlly She joined 
hands with the Jana Sangh and they 
put up SS candid ites for the Assemb 




Mrs Vtjnya najf Semdtn 

lyandllfoi the Ini s hh i and man 
aged to win ilniost iviiywhin She 
worked with the fun S ini'h fo ovc > 
five viais III lull hnitiv ign'ing to 
officially Im come a ni men t ‘In the 
beglnnm)' I didn t c\<(i tli nK iboiit 
their ideologv hut whin wc staitcci 
working togithci I w vciy inipii s 
aed by the rnoial hbn ami dedication 

it was sii il fl Kilt tiiiiii the (on 
freas In th* Congiiss we always 
seemed to be won vine almut wliert 
to raise mom v fiuni and In r" I 
found these wmkci ii k Ihiig iioin 
village to village on tuut ut on hi 
cycles living on ihaiini ami deep 
tog anywber ami iumi incniionin 
money Thev would n in how m in igc 
by collecting five rupics heie ten 
rupees then* Thev del tins because 
their ideology was based oo iialioni 
lism—I don’t hi he ve you can do aeiv 
thing for your eount y unless you 
are a nationalist 

Allegations of eonnnun ilism and 
fasciSiTi she says iii btseless and 
mcre^ a stick to lx it the lunt Sangh 
with since no olhei iliiigcs 'an b< 
made She* h'rself sav that lommu 
naliam is wrong and ean ntvei help 
India She believe that Nehiu and 
Mrs Gandhi have ipated Iv*- commit 
nai image of thf I na Sangh hi 
cause they could ‘e< whit a serious 
threat to them a I’eitv with such 
organised cadres eoul b* euroe A< 
cording to hii tie l«lii i Partie are 
alsc very vvell engie /eel but the 
weakness lies in thin eoinraitm‘“nt 
to a foreign idtologv 

Again she romes ba 4 to hir em 
phasis on nationalism “In i iunnv 
sort jf way T ve been i oat onah't 
ttooe I was i child 1 lost mv iiiotbM 
when I was nine dn old ind when 
1 began to In ik iu ^omi thing <o fill 
the vacuum I seemed to automati 
cany turn to think ng ol my mo'hei 


land as my mother. It wasn't diBcutt 
to do since the national movement 
was fully undeiway and we all leain 
ed to sing patriotic songs and follow 
Gandbiji’s actions closely I would 
imagine myself working under tlv 
great leadeis and serving the couii 
try " 

When she found that she was ex 
pected to marry the Maharaja of 
Gwalior she protested (“you can bo 
CQ heve it or not") because n went 
against everything that she had ima 
gin^d her life would be “I wanted 
to niairy a nationalist, 1 had pictuied 
that he would be a pool roan and 
that 1 would rook his dal roti and wc 
would work together fot the couu 
try.” She was persuaded to many 
the Maharaja by her uncles who 
pointed out that with her wealth and 
position she would really be able to 
serve India 

Hei husband was fortunately syro 
pathetic to her views and when he 
discoveted that she woie only swa 
desfai, immediately went nil and 
bought her khadi sans to suppleiiitnl 
the cupboards full of cbtffun that 
had been provided ioi the new Malia 
rani After her mairiage she invol 
ved herself in working for women's 
education and in setting up branrb<>s 
of the women’s conference all ovei 
the slate of Gwahoi Hen foui dau 
ghters and a sun iievi'i reallv Intel 
fered with her public life and she 
went into active politics m 1957 when 
■be contested and won her first elei 
Uon on the Congrc'ss ticket She was 
persuaded to join the rongress by 
Nehru and Shastn Slv* lelt the Parly 
in 196fi beeausi* she disagreed with 
D P Misia who she fell was run 
ning Madhya Pradesh like a police* 
state 

She has known Mrs Gandhi from 
pre indepe ndenro divs but there has 
never been much fiiendship be*twet>n 
them Tlieie* was nevei any enmilv 
either In fail Mis Gandhi canvaseeel 
for her In thi 19fi2 elertlon She h/’i 
self was in mourning foi her bus 
band who had fust died and did not 
leave the Gwalioi palaei* 

The Rajmata has m-vei be*eR to 
Rae Bareli mi a political visit, she 
has only passed through She dcK's 
not however believe that her fight 
Ing foi the* first timi from UHai Pi a 
desh will go against her "India is 
my loontry I frcl that everv pait of 
It belongs to every one of us" Her 
familv in fart be long to Tfttai Pi i 
desh Her father eanv* from the Rai 
put family of Gangni near Agra but 
she was brought up by her maternal 
grandmother m Nanihal near Sagai 
Madhya Piadesh Hei matht>r earn' 
from aiistoeiatir Nepalev stork 

The Riimala b'*lii ve s that he r 
main reason foe bring in polities 
now Is to fight evinuption which, she 
feels IS so widesprr>Bd that it can 
only be eradicated if moie and more 
people with real dediratiem evime into 
pnhttcal Ilf/* "Corruption in tbe 
Sodv politii has come to that stage 
that It must be stopped at any co*t 
Whatever I pc'rsonally can do, t 

win" 

TAVLFEN ‘ INGH 



Analysis 


Why Babuji didn't join 
the Congress (I) 


I OH Babu JaKHvaii 
Ram waitme come- 
easy As his um 
liinr (Jiifl Iwule 
miiit, H N Bahu 
xuna, will trstifv it 
had Uk(>n <* lot 
of persuasion and 
eflurl Id make 
Babuji quit Mis 
tiaadlu’s fmeigeniy (>(>vriiiin<*nt iii 
l"l)iiiaiv I*f77 litl the rally boms 
of Kebruary ‘i Ilabup was still 
itiiliillv plottinf! and calculating 
wlinli way to go and theie are few 
who leali/e how dilfuult it was foi 
Ins iiHnds and advisers to light thi 
spaik to tlw ‘Iboinh which so 
ihaiiged tin pieekiiion atmospheii 
III I'i77 ( anie Maiili l')7/ and tin 



Miphiiiia oxi the Janata victory 
was tullowed by tin first ^igiis ol 
the |K>wi‘i tussle iM’tween the thu' 
old men oi Indian politics Babuji 
fhaiaii Singh and Moiarp Ilesai, a 
tussle whiili wuuld ultimately prove 
the undoing ol ail IhriM; Babuji was 
again loll wading wink* his oppo 
nruts uiilniaiUHiivred anddepiivid 
him of tiv almost sure prospc'it ni 
lieioniing the Pi mu Minister Refus 
ing to ni.ike any move, although 
loyal followers like George Pernandi's 
eajok'd him to threaten to resign it 
denied the Piime Ministeiship 
Itabun just sat b>i<k 

Much latei in Inly 197<l when 
the powei tussle in the Paity had 
deyelo|v<d into an almost vertical 
split Rabun was again fact'd with 
the dilemma of deciding whethei to 
make a move ot not lie just could 
not make up bis mind The agony 
of wading day alter day foi Morarji 
to quit the leadeiship of the trun 
iided Pail> luuamr hn lot Wh "0 
finally it seemed he would be re 
warded for Ins wading and weeks of 
plotting when Oiieratian Tuppk< 
seemed to havi ucceeded in bung 
ing down the one monlli old ( haran 
Singh (loyeiiimenl the chance of he 
becoming the hist haiijan Piiinr* 
M mist 11 was HUM igaiii whisked 
away ttom iindei Uabtin s nose with 
the Piestdenfs dissolution of the 
I ok Sabha on August li 

In the nfvt lew months as the 
midterm polls appro.i(bed Babiiji 
saw with growing tiepulation tyvo 
iniiuiitaid deyeinpnieiils On Ihe one 
hand the thanevs ol an etertoral 
yutoiy foi thi> Janata seemed to 
gradually i erode as the days went 
by and coiiespnndinglv tin doini 
name ot the tana ‘tatigh group in 
the Paity grew murr' and inoie total 
By till lu ginning oi Kny« intu'i a' 


0 


the heice rate for elec* on tickets 
started in the Janata Paity, Babuji 
found, to his shock and dismay that 
the Jana Sangh constituent m the 
Paity was only piepand to grant 
him less than 20 ol the- 40 odd scats 
the Party was going to contest in 
the eiertions In Bihar, excejit for 
his own seat Sasaiam Babuji did 
not have* a single candidate and 
when hr asked for tlic lion's share 
of the SIX resoived seats in Gujarat 
the local Jana Sangh unit revolted 
and the two Sangh membeis in thi 
provinnal election romnuttee resign 
"d When tin maltei went to 
Moral ji fill arbitraliun, he look the 
Sangh’s side Morarji, evidently, still 
suspected Babuji lor his role during 
the political iiisis m luly 

What happe ned in Chandigarh has 
bet'n even more humiliating to 
Babuji He managed to get his dost 
associate Krishan Kant nominated 
loi the Chandigaih seat but thi 
Icual Janata Party duminaled by the 
Sangh not only oppiiv>d his Candida 
ture but actually went about sabo 
tagiiig Kant’s election campaign and 
issued opc»n threats that il he did 
not withdraw they would wn>ck his 
chanc“s A flustered Knshan Kant 
came to Babuji asking loi lie Ip hut 
the leader ol the Parly found him 
sett hilpless in dialing with the 
situation 

Worse was to follow Atal Behan 
VajpaycH at a piiblu meeting in 
early Novc mlwi hinted that it 
wasn’t at all pn deti ■ mined that 
Babuji would b<>(i>nie ihi Pnnv 
Minister if the lanata won the elec 
tions Vajpayee would lain cleny 
the statement hiil Babuji had for 
some lime been hearing fiom some 
Janata members themselves parti 
tularlv Dinesh Singh id a (Kissible 
move by Ihe Sangh to oust him from 
the leadership ol the' Paity and put 
III one III then mi n failing which 
(Sandra Slnkhai wuuld bo a more 
lavouiahic candidatt than Babuji 

Dinesh Singh said that he had re 
reived mfoiniation of secret meet 
logs among Sangh leadi rs ni which 
Babuji was abiisi d and the general 
feeling was that B ibuji • uuld not be 
trusted It was Dinesh Singh who 
first suggested that Dahun should 
work out iithei iMihlical alternatives 
for his own gmul The othei person 
who ki pi nagging Bahujt tui his 

3 uiet aiquiistemi to the Singh’s 
ominanti m tin Piily was his own 
xoii hui t sh Rani 

Suiesh II im >• desire to inaW' 
Babiin quit I hi Parti played a 
trill 111 loh' III Ins llirlation with the 


Congress(I) In the past two years 
Suresh had come to exert cnornmu 
influence on Babuji The agmg 
leader’s failing health and hiv 
general isolation in the Janata Paiti 
had increasingly led him to depi i.>i 
on Suresh It Wiis Suresh’s idea lh i( 
his fathei should open negotiation', 
with Mrs Gandhi and not depend on 
the fancies of the Jana Sangh group 
in the Party 

Babuji himself was, howevet 
reluctanl to open a direct dialogui 
with Mrs Gandhi Not that then 
was any recent enmity betwei ii 
them Mrs Gandhi had been graciou 
m accommodating Babuji’s lequist 
for saving the Ram Sunder Da 
Government in Bihar in July Tin 
was essentially a result ot the long 
meetings with Bhishma Naiam 
Singh, Mrs Gandhi’s special emissan 
to Babuji Bf'sidcs relations belwei n 
the two leaders have definitely bein 
cnrdial They had a brief meeting 
at the funeral of Jayaprakash 
Narayan in October where Mi' 
Gandhi even fainted to Babuii about 
poll adjustments between the r two 
Parties She had also in a vagu 
mannei suggested that the old C on 
gress should get togelhei and work 
for the prosjierity of the coiintiy 

It was, bowser, lim mudi Im 
Babuji to approach Mis Gandhi on 
his own lie felt that only if he go' 
the best out of the baigam would hi 
be ready to join hei Foi Dabuji ot 
course the best of tlv' bargain 
meant the fulfilment of his dream ol 
becoming the first liaiijan Prune 
Minister—a dre im that had been 
shattered time and again 

The situation was further conipli 
cated when Bahuguna announced, in 
mid November that he was joining 
Mrs Gandhi Babuji was reluctant 
to giye the impression that he was 
following on Bahuguna’s heels. It 
was at this point that Suresh Ram 
took matters into his own hands. He 
decided to open negotiations himself 
--and who could be better to nego¬ 
tiate with than Mrs Gandhi's ion 
Saniay’ 

The first meeting betyveen the two 
sons took place on November 22 at 
a Connaught Place hotel in the late 
hours of the night. Sureth laid his 
father’s cards clearly on the table. 
The condition for Babuji joining 
Mrs Gandhi’s Party was to be a cate 
goiical assuradoe either in the Indira 
Congress election manifesto or at a 
Press conference that Babup would 
bcconu the Prime Munster if the 
Congressfl) won Jagjivan Ram also 
wanted Mis (landhi to oblige him by 
nut contesting the coming elections 
to forestall an unseemly dispute be 
tween the two after the elections 
Babuji s last londilion was that the 
only reason which would be given 
for his decision to suddenly join 
hands with Mis Gandhi was the plea 
for a It united Congress This would 
make it imperative for the Congress 
to join Mrs (landhi s Party on hkrr 
and a compioti redistribution of 
seals undei the supei vision of 
Bahun would have to take place 

The conditions had been worked 



out by ‘Dabuji after consulting some 
leading industrialists of the country 
who were extremely keen that he 
and Mrs Gandhi join hands to form 
a pro big industry stable government 
The industrialists had told Babu)' 
that the only chance of a stable 
government in the country was if he 
and Mrs Gandhi joined hands 
Otherwise there was just no chance 
for an absolute majority foi anj 
Parly 

When Saniay went bark to his 
inothei with the conditions they had 
a special meeting with Bahuguna at 
12 Willingdon Creseent Mrs Gandhi 
herself was against the nature of the 
conditions Fiistlv although she was 
ready to give an assuranct to Babun 
that he would be made Prime 
Minister it was impossible for her 
to publicly declare the sam< 
Secondly she was absolutely again'^l 
an <“n bloc entry into hei Party bv 
the Congress since she was keen to 
prevent any Trojan horses mfiltiating 
her Paris 

Theicfon shi sent t letter to 
Babun dssuiing him of due respect 
as one of the most senioi political 
leaders in the coentrv Shi also 
hinted m thi littci thil shi herself 
Was not at all K«v“n to hold any poll 
tical post in thi Pnlv Then was, 
bowevc r no call goncal assurance to 
Babnti tint he would piibl'iiv pro 
mlse to make him Prime Minister 
Nor did sh siy anything in the 
letter about not (ont'>sling the ilec 
tions 

Meanwhile ncw< of Babup’s negu 
tiations had spread like wildfire in 
the capital Ihe iwws was leportedly 
leaked out deliberately by Indira 
Congress members and plants in the 
national Press m an attempt to 
force Babuji s hands While m ws 
papers speculated witdlv on the pos 
sibility of a Babuji Mr^ Gandhi com 
bination the news made considetabic 
impact on the Janata Party ilselt 

The Jana Sangh constituent of the 
Party hurnedlv started making alter 
native arrangements in the event of 
Babuji leaving the Party At an 
emergency meeting of the top level 
leadership of the Sangh, attended by 
Madhya fradesh Sangh ttrongman, 
Kuahabhau Thakre Sunder Singh 
Bhandari and !■ K Advani, the 
■ituation was discussed at length 
The general opinion was that if 
Babuji was leaving there was just 
no point in trying to stop him It 
could be better the Sangh leader* 
thought to have a complete over 
haul of the electoral lists “Let u 
forget about the Janata and concen 
trate on being the Jana Sangh That 
way we stand a much better chanci 
In the elections’ one of the leadei* 
said There was also a proposal at the 
nweting for an adjustment with tu 
Lok Da) C ongress alliance 1 In 
Sangh lead'iship felt that if the 
Congress paitncr of the ruling ai • 
ance joined Mrs Gandhi en bloc th 
Chaudhurv would forget hts cimity 
wiih the HSS since the pnmarv f ii 
for both the Sangh as well as th 
lok Dal would be the proso* ct ol 



Mis Ga idhi swi i p iig the illidUim 
polls 

It Ihi Singli It idiiship wrs bu \ 
making .ilitriii v< aiiangcin iiK 
the n ws ui Hibiiji n< got ition 
with Mis (laiidhi hid qu t< i 
diHerenl edict on kiouov fiki thi 
Congre s (O) ind llit Socialists and 
there was loiisti inat on aiiionK 
leaders like Mniarn <ind (.liundia 
Shekhar Ihtii It ii wa th it if 
Babuji joint d Mi, (>andhi the 
Janata would b< ndiiccd to the Jam 
Sangh which would have littk use 
foi them Message s we re rushed to 
Babuji’s house but the usual reply 
was “Babuji i not vfi II lie can ( 
see anybody now 

All this linn B ibuji had igaiii 
been waiting Loi.'iiiuuus meetings 
between him and Bhi l<in i Natain 
Singh icmaiiicJ deadlocked on the 
issue of the public assuiaiur by Mr* 
Gandhi winch Bibun was demand 
tng Pcisistcnt effort by Suresh 
Ram Dinesh Singh anil \ IJ Tiwaii 
were howevei hiving then c*fltct on 
Babuji lit hid in fact drafted out 
a sixpige statement • xplaimnk ysbi 
he was leaving the lanala and i one 
page resignation l*ttei to fhanelri 
Shekhar Both the statement and 
letter bitterly critnise'd the Jam 
Sangh group and Babun nientione it 
that he had no wav out except to 
leave the Party 

Meanwhile Brahmananda R>‘ddv 
resigned from the I ok Dal Congress 
alliance on November 27 and the 
stage was set tor a mass walk over 
to Mrs Gandhi by Congress me mbe rs 
who had at a working comniittei 
meeting openly demanded that the 
Cingrev* break jway from the alb 
ance 

Mrs Gandhi rie<w egain se ni 
Dhishmt Nil am Smgh to Bibuii t< 
tell him tha' she was jiostponing th 
release, ol tin (ongress il) imiii 
fe to whieh was se.heduted te 
Novcmbii i'i to gis' him more tim* 
to make up his iiiind Atcordingly 
Babuji also pedponed thi leleaa <1 
the Janata manifesto M.beduhd fo 
Now mbe r 28 

The poslpeme me nt eit the ideas* ii 
the two niaiiifestejs eontiimcd tli 
speculation that Bahiiji was oeiiously 
thinking of ijuiltiiif Ibe Janata and 
joining Mrs (.aiidhi By the ne si 


day the nt ws ol the six page state 
ment jirepaied by Babuji was also 
leaked out lejioitidly again bv the 
Indira < ongress Tht whole lurnoiii 
machine of the Ca>ilgitss (I) was 
put into full geai to create a situa 
tioii of such panic that Bubuji would 
have no way of going back 
On Novembei 10 Morarji and 
Chandra Shekhai decided to take 
matters into their own hands and this 
time instead of sending telephone 
messages went personally to Habuji's 
residence The veiy same day Babuji 
had another long meeting with 
Bhishma Narain ^tngh and in fact 
even as Murarji and ( handra Shekhar 
weie visiting Babuji Sanjay and 
Suresh Ram weit discussing Babuji’* 
joining Mrs (.andhi at Bahugutia’s 
bouse 


Babuji’s jieisunul xccielary told 
Morarji and (handia Shekhai that he 
was very ill and could iiert see nny 
body as the dcKtois bid advi&ed him 
complete test Moral ji howevei in 
his typual ityle waved away all pro 
tests hv the personal secretary and 
literally foreed his way into Babuji’s 
tnteiior e lumber In a ventabk 
eyeball to eye bull encountei Morarji 
told Babuji that he knew exactly 
what wax happening Paying little 
heed to Bubiiji’s dc luals Morarji 
told him that he was prepared to 
assuic him on his wuid of honour 
that no constituent of the Janata 
Party would be allowed to ignore 
Babu .,1 wishe s Morarji told him 
that there was no ej^uestiun of the 
Janata Party apjiointing anybody 
else but Babuji as P-ime Minister if 
the Party won lie also reassuri <1 
Babuji about the distiibutinii ol 
seats and idimticd that his judg 
men! on r>ujaiat was wrong Chandin 
*«hel'hai said that th lanatu mini 
festo would have the name of only 
one kaeVr- Babuji s 


The moment of trutti had coni' 
for Babiin Jli had to decide one 
wav or the othi t How and for what 
reason* exactly Babuii came to take 
the dc'cision to 'lay in tht Janata i 
not known hut hi chararle nstic trn 
de ocY to wait it out must havi 
played > largi riile m hi< not qu<i 
tinp the Party 


AJOY BUSL 
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If even Saridon can’t 
relieve your headache, consult a doctor. 


One Snridon quickly 
(.‘uses heudache 
away l(;aves you 
relaxed and lefreshed 
SoniGtimes however, 
a tu-adache can Ije 
so severe or stubborn 

Saridon 

- WCWf 



that even Sandon 
may not help 
At such times 
consult a doctor Let 
the doctor prescribe 
what's right for you 


The strong one.The safe one. 
Just one is enough. 
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Spot report 

Maharashtra 


Mrinal Gore's campaign 
first off the ground 


MRINAL (>OIU '>() 
t h r Indi‘p( ntU nt 
candidatr I i o in 
Bumbdv ( Nuilh I 
had a htadst.iii 
av«i hot two nuiii 
rivals Til hcttiiiK oil 
on a bustlini! i< ii 
bamentar} i a in 
paign tiail Mi mil 
diHiiuIt 111 tins cons 
tituriav of BID I lb voleis b< caust 
as an Indcp iident &lu is onl> sup 
ported by sunn tiling as illoiganiMil 
as “thi people Shi had dei idi il 
soon aitei thi niidteim pull was an 
aounoed and the Janata niadi d< 
ieilur!>’ an ilettiun is'ui to taki up 
the challenge and vindicatt hit 
stand that sin had Ic/t the Janata 
Party b'^ransi it ruuld no iungei lul 
fit the aspirations ot the propk 
whethei on tin itonnmii, sccuiai o 
deniotratii tioiii 

Ihe Janata Paity hadtrs had bs‘cn 
undei pressuif tidin ihi cistwlub 
Sonalists m tin lanati like L)i Bapn 
Kaldate not tu put up a landidali 
against Mriiiat but lb eistwlub 
Jana Sangh menitMis like Mi Ram 
Naik weie detimimed to ’leach Uu 
defertois a Ksson S'licr no am 
was really kotn to bill tin t>(nt cat 
ex Cabinet Miuistu Hasiudia Vainia 
who IS not wanted anvwh i< c ls< 
will be put up against Mrs (lOrc bv 
the Janata He is cuiisidcied a n 
latively unknown entity in the eon ti 
tucncy and can hv.idlv pose a tiin at 
to Mrs Gon 

Mr Vatak the likc'v (oiigiess Ui 
candidate (at the tune of wiitingt 
has been kept In the daik with Mis 
Gandhi keeping the hst ot eandidatis 
from Maharashtra a closely guaidcd 
secret In all «his suspense Mnnal 
the captain oi hi r own destiny took 
her decision and went ahead with 
her tanipaigti 

Mrinal's mam plank is “deit a 
dictatorship, communalisni and pio 
tect the interests of the comm n 
man" As she Mya, *'I belitvi in 
what Lohia said should be tbr motto 
of every political workei—the padi 
the ballot box and the jail Iran lat 
ed into less fagurativc language, the 
spade stands feu field work ballot 
box foi demucracy and the tail for 
fight against injustice 1 am a puli 
tical worker in the true sense Sbi 
spent several giuesomc months in 
prison during th< l:i»*rg<‘ncy 

Mnnai shrugs ud the label of 'dc 
fcclor" which the Janata Party i< 
trying desperately to stick on her 


1 hey had oi gaiiisi it ,i inoi i ha suoii 
alter Mi mil i signicl iiotn thi 
Jauaia P.ittianii ntaiy Piity but 
Miinal ofgaiiisrd a loiintii iiioicha 
which indc tin cm my iiioirha eon 
Risimg inostiv of iipiHi class tiader 
youngsters ti//li out Mninl will 
havi to clisix list with till snppoit oi 



Mis Mrmal 


tiadcrs which shi got abundaiitlv in 
1)71 She was the heroine oi 1977 
when her slogan “Paniwali bai 
Delhi mam, Delhi wait bai pant mt in 
{The woman who carried water is m 
Delhi, but the LmUu. woman is m 
deep water) echoed through the 
constituency This time there is a 
counter slogan by the Janata 
’’Janata Party pant mem. Paniwali 
bai pam mein" (The Janata Paiiv 
IS m deep v ate r and so is the woman 
who earned water) Mrinal's ans 


wri to tins barb is a stunning povtei 
that proclaims, "Whatever ^ople 
may say my relatihns with you arc 
the same" 

"J am lonhdent, ’ says Miinal, 
“that pempk* will remember the woik 
1 have done 1 have been working 
fn a pait ot this lonslitucnty iui ^ 
years and 1 fiimly believe that we 
sboiid be faithful to the people and 
not lust to a label ut a Paity" 
Ml mat espoused many causes duiiiig 
her two yeais as Janata MP though 
on many occasions she failed the 
peo|k os prices stuiUd to use amt 
hlc other Januta oflitt beaieis sin 
did uot want to hght hei own Gov 
cinment I veil so. Mniial savs 
When Madhii Dandasate increased 
the rail fates by lUU pe‘i cent I staitect 
an agitation to bung it down by 60 
pel ^ent I agitated and got a shut 
tk serviiv for fislic'rnicii in Pnlghat 
and got watt I supply fui 14 villages 
in Ihe Vasal eonstitueiiev" Olhci 
achieve nil Ills include a demand 1'le 
phone icmuictiun loi the VasuiViiar 
Mupk, and concessions fur ..mall 
nsheimim Mnnal i<‘ci> hci most 
imiiorlant cuiiliibuUun as an Mi* was 
to get a special ull appointed hi the 
Pionmng < uiniiiissiuii tu consuiii the 
rights ot women lor II ycais then 
was a woman Prune Minister but net 
one botbeied about the lights ut wo 
men Also constant piessurc on the 
members of the Planning (oiumis 
Sion has made it appiovr oi the di> 
mand that the (>ovcMimcnt should 
miliate nieasuics to ptovide cnche 
faulities till woikiiig molhcts Today 
employers employing 30 women and 
mote have to piovidi cicchc tucili 
tics so they overcome Hus by employ 
ing 29 women iiei second d iiiarid 
was matcinity benehls toe wuiiiiii 
Bgricultuial wuiKcrs and this is uii 
del considcrulion 

Mnnal s ennstiiiie ncy hat six A' 
tenibly se giiieiits, one ol whic b is ri 
presented by an eistwhilc Jana Single 
meinb<‘r who is also piesick'nt of the 
Bombay Janata Paity Her voUis 
rousist oi fists I folk III lilt hve poit 
m the atca adivasis hi the Palghai 
area, Ciiiistiaiis oi Itassein who slit 
feels will support het bceausc ol hei 
iximpaign again 1 the I i«*i dom ol 
Rebgioo Hill the shim dwellcis ot 
Jogesbwaii (uiregoaii and Bciiivih 
and the inclusliial woikcit who hve 
III the housing colonies of Shaslii 
Nagai, Ouiun. th Nagai anci Motilal 
Nagai "It’s one of my most diftruit 
campaignt”, says Mnnal who has 
fought <i"verai campaigns as Munici 
pal Countillor and legislator "1 am 
only Sony that the Janata will divide 
the votes and indirectly help the irn 
CCS of authuidarianitm represented 
by the Congris, (I)’ Its candidate 
Haribhau Vartak she has labelhd as 
"dhaturamantri ’ It was dunng his 
tenure as Civil Supplies Minister 
that ntizens found dbatura seeds in 
their wheat and it was Mrinal’s ag 
gressive campaign that forced him to 
get his department to order the clean 
lug of the wheat before distributing 
it to ntioD shops. 
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Sweet bribes ? 


S lKiAK disappcar<>d fiom Bombay 
1 01 M'veidl days and whcneirr 
md whcuvcr A Has available pint*, 
taiifiid fioni Ks 360 to Ri> 6 a k)! 
IS ajiainst th< oflioal price oi R.s 311 
pc>r ki! The Munster foi Civil Sup 
l>lins. Ml Hasinukhbhai llpadhyaya 
kept avsiinng the people that sugar 
would soon be available but it was 
a tunioriuw that nevei came Lven 
the dectsioii to sell sugar through 
the 2 000 retail outlets in Hiane and 
Honibay did not iiiatenakse imnie 
ill itely 

111 ) disappcaiante of sugar in 
Bombay which tonsurnis 6 000 bugs 
duly IS a scandal that would 
tiMil the disappc'drance ui wheat 
t oiii Ludhiana Mahaiashtca is a 
'■lie ir sui plus Stale Thirty six p< r 
tint of the couiitiy c sugai is juo 
iliiud bv Maharashtia and *>t this 
'>* pi I (cnt IS produced in the <i> 
opiialive sectoi 

Wlidts iniJie, then arc seven 
iig II liaicins ID the Mahaiasbti i 
( ibin c Iht tallest among them 
1 till 1 Miuislti Sbai id r.iw ii yyho 
veil two tdctoiiis, Malecgdon and 
< hitiapati, which picxlucc a total 
III < igtii lakh bags ot siigai annual 
U I he olbci baiOILS die Mi Babnn 
lo I dial nil Miuistci cd SlaU loi 
I’lihlii Winks and picsideni the' 
Si ite iiiiit ut ilie Janata Party, who 
has inn taeloiy, Viidc'shwar pioduc 
iiii two and a half lakh bags of 
Mid II Ml (lUeindiao Adik, Minislei 
III! InigdUon, with one taitoiy, 
^dIok which produces lour and a 
h ill lakhs bags. Mi S D Kah* 
Miiiistd 111 State fui CootH'ratioo and 
Idue.itien wlioit laitoiy at Kopar 
d Kill picNlucis lour and a hal* likh 
hats III sugai Mr Vinayakrao Patil 
Mimsiei ol State foi inelustiic'S, Ceil 
till il Affairs has one tactoiy at 
I' mwad producing two lakh bagi Ur 
l‘iitiainsiiih Pdtil. Ministci ol Stab 
till I nergy and 1‘rohibiti m has om' 
fjiloiy at Te'ina winch piuduct'S lour 
I ikh bags Mr It A Paid Minister 
ten Htiral Development Law and 
liiduiarv pioduces fiyi lakh bags at 
Ins fditory at ^^alya I bus the seven 
iigdi baiuns who are the detart < 
bu'a.i's of these iaetones produce 31)S 
lekh bags ot sugar annually between 
the •cm IvLv According to the sugui 
watthc'rs, the sugai baiotis of the 
eouiitiy have made a bonanza and 
eemsidc'iing that the country is un 
the e\e of an eletfion it is not tn 
tiiely without purpose It makes 
ihi disappeaiaute etude suspc'ct 
(he tradcis blame the sugar 
batons tor ibe scat city and the* 
bdions blame the hoardets among the 
tiade.is tor the same Fhc actual 
situation IS that both partie • are to 
hi line the. tiadeis claim that must 
sugar borons base been demanding 
a piemium of between Rs 40 to bO 
in Mahaiashtra as against Rs 40 to 
too by their counterparts an Uttar 
Pradesh, depending on the quality ol 
(he sugar per bag of one quintal 
(100 kg) In Maharashtia it is said 
that the premium demanded was 


I' list m the Saiigli Kulbapui are a 
and the bigbust in the Satpuia fat 
toiv in Dbulia Iniagiiie the uudei 
the tabic muiie y that is allegedly 
being iiiiidc at the tost ot the eonsu 
iiici Ot couisi' the biions say they 
have to pay a pieniiuni un diesel 
and sulphur 

The point about the disappearance 
oi sugai tiuni Bombay is that it 
would nut have be><>n ui'cessarv ‘f 
the political basses had deeided to 
pu< (he II foot down The sugar 
barons eu the C abinet themselse's 
e'liuld have seen that at least the 40 


Delhi 


S OON ditei aeeeptiiig Mr (landhi 
apology iof e Messes c erniiiille <1 
duiing the fnuigeiiev and juiiiiu) 
hri on Novc iiiIh 1 21 ten Ih foilli 
runimg I ok S ibh e e Ic'c ti in' tin 
Shahi Imam ol Delhi I inia M i jiil 
w >s nol lo Im sten I he ag" e me iii 
Was jiisfiticct by the lina.n cm tin 
grou'id th et Mis (taiidhi tiad etiawii 
the lesains tieiin be i past misdeed 
lie qiiot e! 11 Dili fill lefki aelelie sse el 
to him winch lead ‘Sonic incidents 
iiicludim' the 1076 lama Mi in 
incidents which look pi ire in tin 
past and eliiiiiU' the ImeigeiKv 
le suited in stiess and sti mis and I 
am suiiy to sa\ that they leii an 
atmnspheie ol misunrii rstandiiig ami 
biUeiiicss let thn past lx leiigoiltii 
BO that we can begin on a note ot 
haiiiiony and conteiliun 

Peihaps the' Imam wa> coiiviikiiI 
of Mrs (>andhi s eh.'cige ol he iit but 
nut his ieilloweis By the same 
evening .the? cntin Jama Masjid area 
was fIcMided with anti Imam poster' 
which highlighted the deeds ol 
Saniay (landhi and i<minded the 
propP of the hullduceis the 'lurk 



PCI ct>nt of Mabai ashtra's allotmeat 
of sugar that was requisitioned by 
the State (lovvinnient for distnbu- 
iiem wa< put in the market In all 
this the iNilitieal basse'.s on the side 
ol (ongressd) like Mr Vasantdada 
Palil end Mr 3 J Mohite also sliaie 
the b) line lot the searrily Dad.i’s 
l.ieteiiv in kangli prodiicrs II lakh 
b.igs inntiaMy ami Mr Mohite's im 
*01 y piiHliiee's 10 lakh bags 

But I lee tion time is harvi'St time 
and sugai is no exception On the 
pie'unitn demand alone the barons in 
tile 'till eoukl have collected a 
i< '* IX four erores in less than i 
eiuifiil* 

Cl IsA Ttl I IS 


man (lati iiiiiehni and the fenced 
rvictiim' and sti nlisatinns Soon the 
crowdc'd lama Ma |id aica was 
charged with aiigi’i and lensioii Tli 
postils attiaitiei many espceiali/ 
the Muslim youth I hen came I'ti 
day Noye iiiIn I 2f the day ol th' 
namar e inriia Nothing happe neel 
wliih inaycis weic bi'iiig uHeied but 
live moinent the Shahi Imam Sye d 
Abduliau Bukhaii slatted his conven 
liooal ebsexiuise during prayers whiclb 
has tKeoiiie a me dlliiii ot ailillg ins 
political vie'ws there were jewis and 
boos alt around I lie Imam was 
takc'n aback When he teu'd to pacify 
the afleineMiei eieiwel it had an ad 
veise cll'el The Imant was fenced 
te> dKeunimne and it was iM'arly iin 
possthk fen Imri lei le ive the plare 
lie had to Im liteially tamed out by 
a pioteetive ccirdon of leillovw'r 

But more wa. to follow A le w 
organisation like tlie Miistiin Majlis 
Mushawaiat Ian apolitical oiganis.i 
tion) the Jama it e Islami the 
nationalist Muslims oiganisation 
Jamiat < I'lema iiinei and other 
•eplirite t gteiups lx let eeinclayis to «> 
pose the nineh publicise el mnnnpulv 
’ of the Initini eive i Muslims These 
1, organisatieins enpiy eeniside lable in 
fliienee amon)' llv minority eeiin 
miinity and each otganiSiitioin jssiwd 
siatemrnix condemning the Im ini’s 
volte f«ce' and dissiKiuted thc'm_ 
selves with the Imam s de signs The y 
even questiiined the prupiiety ui the 
Imam > hohiieibhtng with II N 
Bahuguiia llu (eiiignssd) general 
terrelary 

1 he Imam did not know how to 
(herk this uiislauglit IBs detractor' 
had caught him on thr wioug foot 
And that wa' not the enel eif his 
troubles He found liimsc II sur 
renmded by aspiiant' loi tieket' nol 
only fiom the (ongress foi Ut mo 
CTdfy but also from ttu foiigres'(li 
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The mystery of the 
missing Imam 


No vote for 
Mother 

11 Nobel Peace Prise winner, 
MuUut lereaa, may have 
< dint'd a plate in a mUUon hearts, 
but has tailed to find a place in 
the West Benaal electoral rolls 
I he {mai rolls pubhshed on 
November 30, do not have her 
name The omission is all the 
inorr glarinf because the ridl cer> 
u< s the Dames of 338 voters liv* 
ina to 54A Arharye Jagadish 
( h.indra Bose Boad. where Mother 
I a priinancot resident Strangely, 
all the inmates of MA, ududM in 
th< t let total rolls cuiy the name 
1)1 M Iviisa under nhe tolifmn j 
lu adi d “1 atlK i 's/Husband's/Mo- 
till t s name ’ 

Winn I tailed on Mother with 
I lopv of the electoral loUs on 
Noiiiiibri 4 the day before ahe 
k It ( aliutta for Home on her way 
to Oslo to reiem' the Nobel Pruk 
‘•he iialientty went ihiougb all the 
leiinev and hnally remarked 
No I do not find mv name here” 
t askf'd it tlu‘ enumerator had 
V Kited her i think somebody 
dn! conic and make enquiries 
about people living in this place 
i told him to get my nam'‘ 
ini hided in thi iiM But, 1 sup 
pose hi has torgotten” Mother 
said 

1 01 quite some Unic now, the 
lIuiImiu departnieol lU West Ben 
gat has been under hro bulh.from 
tin Press and the political Par 
tius for tile irreguiaiibes and 
inuicttiaaes m the votors’ list 
Itic iriticum hps bi'ea ao bvsh 
that the Uucf Llcctoral Offioci ot 
the State, Mi Anin ben.had ■* 
advertisement written and releas¬ 
ed to the Ihedia with the slogan 
“I an and square ’ In the adver 
tisement. Mr Sen sought to jusufy 
the errors and omissions as 
suniething that could not have 
binm avoided mHux the elettioa 
<!< parlmciit bad to do a job 
ordinarily lake* nino fnoniiis to 
complete m just a^ut three 
nmnths He also admitted having 
tei rived about 700.000 claims airt 
ubjertioru regarding the draft 
electoral rolls. 

Iliere are only two 
Motheis names in the entire lut 
and the age recorded agauwt both 
I Ik mines is about the same as 
that ol Mother lereaa "But, 
thou arc not my names Tbnt 
would be impersoiMtionshe toU 
her visitors Besides, ahe can 
hardly be bather/Mother/Bos- 
band' ■ to herself Her nama 
peais nndei the cMumn tor 
1 albrr/Motbei 'Husband againai 
one at the names — Motbtf M 
renuia The entry against the 
other name under tbe same bead 
SI "not dllscloaed” 

rOtiSHAR PANPil 
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They were carrying newspaper pit 
turesofhis meeting with MrsGanolii 

The next few days witnessed an 
unprecedented hide-and-seek game 
on the part of tbe Imam and rum 
ours were heard that the Imam hod 
disaprcared Telephone callers were 
told that he had gone to Rampur to 
attend a relative's marriage Any¬ 
one who had any inkling for Muslim 
customs was aware that Muharram 
was approaching and Muslims do 
not marry during this period ot 
mourning 

On Niivembei 28, a joumalLVt 
spotted him m (',onnaughr I’lare and 
followed him to a business tonrern 
guest house in the heart ot New 
Delhi Rut ripeateil tek phone calls 
were fruitless the Imam would not 
answer 


M r llUKUMt HAND KA( HWAI is 
Mrhaps the unhappiest man in 
the RSS today A sitting Member of 
the Janata Party in the dissolved 
Lok Sabha, Mr Kaibwai has been 
denied a ticket bv the Janata bosses 
foi being too voial in his support ot 
the RSS larhei this year when the 
dual membership controversy came 
up in the Party 

Such hdelitv to the RSS should 
have been k^pt in mind by the RSS 
bosses And they did The Janata 
Madhya Piadesh Stale Committee 
which IS completely dominated by 
the RSS unanimously named Mr 
Kaohwai as its landidatc from the 
Uliaiii leseived constitueni y from 
where he had won a rtkoumliag vie 
torv in Wn However whi n his 
name was sent to the (aiutral Elet 
tion (oininittiH Mi Kachwai s prob 
lems began His caiher pruclama 
tion atmut Ins iaigrr loyalty to thi 
RSS had put him in the bad books 
of the Paitv piesident Chandra 
Shekhai Th< Ians Sangh leadership 
was told firiiilv that there was no 
question of Riying a ticket to 
Ml Kachwai Mr Kiisliabhiu thakrc 
RSS strongman fiom Madhya Pra 
desh was given thi dilnati task ol 
breaking the unpleasant m ws to Mi 
Kachwai Thr loyal RS^: lullower 
could not belli ve his lais when he 
heard tbe news And though he tried 
to point out that even Mi 'Tbakre 
himself along with som* other icm 
lor Jana Sangh k-aders like hun^i 
Singh Bhandan had made emilai 
itatements about the. RSS it waa ol 
no avail Mi Kaihwai wav told 
‘tVbatevci mav be the pros and conv 
of tbe matter it is not retesant aow 
you are tequircd to make gaenhees 
for tbe organisition 

but thiv saciificx wav too much fot 
him In a dianiilu announcement 
he dec land If I am not given a 
Utkel from I itain t will shoot mv 


November 30 waa a Friday a 
big crowd had gaOered in the Jama 
Maajid But tbe Imam did not ainn 
—a rare thing to htu^n in reevn* 
times and unheard of since the hit 
mg of the Emergency His son Svi d 
Ahmed Bukhan, conducted the 
namaae-Juma and wisely chose not 
to debver any sort of cbscour.ve, sai 
ing that that was the prerogative of 
the Imam. 

But where was the Imam’ H< 
had gone to Rampur and would 
return soon, was tbe son’s reply 
Soon after the namax a green leaflet 
was distributed K was the same 
letter of Mrs Gandhi tendering the 
unqualified apology But this time 
the pcKiple chose to ignore it 

OM PRAKASH 


self in front of the house of Kushi 
bhau Thakre in Delhi’ Ihe gianci 
suiade date was fixed foi Novembci 
27 and a naional news agency 'ashed 
tbe news all ovei the countiy li 
Kachwai had thought that the threai 
would get him a ticket he was mis 
taken Already bittei at tbe attempt 
made by the Jana Sangh group i) 
acquire as many seats as possible 
the threat of Mr Kachwai was tin 
last straw lot Jagjivan Ram and 
other non Sangh leaders ol the 
Party Babuyi is reported to hav< 
told the Sangh leaders "If ycirtr 
folhnvers start threatening like this 
how can we ever pull on togcth'-i ’ 
In a desperate attempt not to lost 
Bdbuji, the Sangh leadc-iship lost m 
time In informing Mr Kachwai in no 
uncertain terms that if he did not 
witiidraw bis suiade threat immedl 
Btely, there would be big trouble 
Mr Xadiwai wfao had never real Is 
meant to carry out his threat found 
that be was under great pressun 
He had no other option but to issue 
a statement withdrawing his threat 
and then take the quickest tram 
back to Madhya pradeih 
Sad as Mr Kachwai must be feel 
ing be can take some consotatfon 
from the fact that he is not thr only 
RSS man out in the wildernts 
for being too loyal to the oiganisa 
tion Mr 0 P Tyagi the Janata MP 
who shot into commence with hts 
freedom of Reugion Bill is also i 
casualty uf the Janata Party’s .-it 
tempt to project a secular Image 
Mr Tyagi however unlike Mi 
Kachwai is lying low and has re 
served his comments on any political 
01 voaal issue in the past few 
months He realises well as his RSS 
bosses have no doubt noted with 
satisfaction that what essentialtv 
matters in the R^^ Is unquestioning 
discipline 

AJOY BOSE 



Madhya Pradesh 

Suicidal loyalty ? 







tary 


eft disunited again 


I ’niSeuphAria of the 

Uft bu Mbddod. 

I After the flnt unity 
noeded 
the two nui^ Left 
eortiee, the CPKM) 
and the CPI, arc 
now bosv nlvagina 
from the debris the 
-, 1 missing fragments 

of their cherished Left and democrs- 
tfc flrant 

la Jttty the Atuation*was different 
TIm CPI(M) Iflhiatly was undeaded 
The CPI, already cut off from the 
moorings of Congress (1) in the post 
•Bhatlada conferenor phase, was 
busy trying to extricate the CPl(M) 
from its Units with the Janata Party 
The appeal hy the CPI general sec 
rotary, Mr Rajeshwara Rao to the 
CPKM) to lake over the keaklrrship 
of the Left movement settled the 
isMR. Once the CPKM) and the CPI 
ninie together, other Leftist Parties 
the RSP, Forward Bloc, PWP of 
Maharashtra, followed suit In the 
deasive days of (iovernment forma 
tkm after the resignation of Morarji 
the 40 MPs of the CPKM)-led 
Left blot played a major role 
The idea of an eiertoral uniWr 
Manding among Left and democratic 
Parties, first mooted by that SociaUst 
mavenck, Mr Madhu lamaye, touch 
ed a syaipathetir diord in the 
hearts of the leaders Overnight 
It was forgotten that Mr Charan 
Singh, flgure-head iff the Left and 
demooatic ntUanoe. was allegedly a 
"knlak**, the element most despised 
hg the rural landless laboarer In a 
private tnUi, C^I Ihe^ticiaa M N 
Cevindan Nair even said that Mr 
Charan Singh was a person "triio 
had raised the poUtirai consdousness 
among the peasantry” 

But to their chagrin, the leaders 
of both the Parties fouod that It was 
more dlfHrult to convince their own 
people about the nei^ssity of form- 
lug a Left and Armocratic front Per 
the CPKM), the btggeri stomUiag 
black proved to hi' the West Bengal 
secretary of the Party, Mr Pramode 
Ikisgupta Sinelarty, the secretary 
of & CPI in Xerete, Mr N E Bala- 
ram was an almost inturmountahle 
opponent Let alone the Lidi Dal 
and the Congress, Mr Dasgupta time 
and again refused to admit the CPI 
aa an electoral ally in West Bengal 
The CPI's West Bengal aeeretary, 
Mr Kswaoath Mnkherjee made ump 
teen trios to the CPKM) office in 
A W m u d d in Street in Cakutta iii 
«hta and sack doth. Bat Pramode 
Bahu dM nes waver lie ultimately 
agreed to allot two seats to the CPI 
The CTI and the CPKM) <>ntral 
Inadershlps, triikh long before had 
hpm esMvInred of the oeresuty of 
rwe tf» between the two Parties, 
wnm unhappy about the hitransigriKe 


of the local unit So in wrath, the 
collertive k-adersbip of the CPI(M) 
•ent a sealed letter to C,alcutta ask 
ing the State Party to allot three 
seats to the CPI Mi Dasgupta was 
taken off guard when the Chief 
Minister Mr Jyoti Basu produced 
the all important letter at a meeling 
of the West Bengal State Committee 
of the Party where the seat allot 
ments were being finalised All the 
State Committee members supported 
the Central leadership's argument 
and for the time being the good 
relationship between the two Parties 
was assured by allocating three seats 
to the CPI 

In KeiaLi the ex Chief Minister 
Ml P K Vasudevan Nair, of the CPI 
and the Patty’s Stale secretary, Mr 
Balar.im had doubts about the mien 
lions of the CPKM) when it wanted 
the resignation of Mi Nair But the 
two weie call'd over to Delhi and 
given the diierlive So both Mi Nair 
and Ml BaLir.ini had to agree to the 
ordei from ibove But in the pro 
cess th'v alienated the Congress led 
bv Ml A K Antony The CPI lost 
Its pfllilir.il iredibility foi an elusive 
uiideistanding with thi CPI(M) 
Next things did nnt take shape as 
planned Mi Antony started &uppor 
ting a minoiitv CoverniiK'nl led bv 
Mr C II Mohammad Kova of the 
Muslim leagu- The CPI(M) has 
already convinced Mr Mam eff Kerala 

Jyolt fiesu 




Congress, a constRuest of Koya’s 
Governmeitt, to cross over with is 
MLAs. But even after this. Mr Kova 
bad been able to win over a ft w 
Independents to ensure a majontv 
for his Government 

But Kerala is a State where evcr\ 
thing is top^turvy. To quote tht 
CPKM) leader. Mr B. T. Raoadiv 
"In Kerala minority is majority and 
majority is minority” Mr Koya ha 
failed to keep his Government togi 
ther as Mr Antony’s Congress, attii 
a great deal of heart searching, ha 
deserted Mr Kova And the CPI(M 
can take credit for this. 

The CPI(M), with the right 
amount of help from the Congress 
president Mr Devaraj Urs, has noss 
got Mr Antony on its side. Of courv 
the alloment of six out of 20 Lolt 
Sabha seats from Kerala, has made 
Mr Antony favourably disposed to 
wards the CPKM), notwitnstandiui 
the Opposition from Mr Vayalai Ravi 
and other fneqds m his own Party 

In fact the CPi(M) has bent ovd 
backwards to accommodate the Con 
grass, imick to the displeasure of u 
own Party members. The CPIfMi 
will now contest only seven seats in 
Kerala as the rest have to be allocat 
ed among its other partners Not i 
happy position, but the CPKM) 
thinks that it has got out of tbi 
bhnd alley it had found itself in. 

While accommodating the Cun 
gress, the CPI(M) had also to changi 
Its announced position It no longi i 
wanted a dissolution of the Assem 
bly It wanted that Mr Mani, who 
defected from the Kerala Gongn-s' 
to join the CPKM) led front with I'i 
MLAs should he given a chance to 
form a Ministry Rul the Govinui 
put an end to all this by dissolving 


< H Muhammad Koya 



CKlIy ftated that there is no possibl- 
Htr of merfter between them, but in 
“frontal and electoral politics we will 
stay tojMher”, In fact, despite the 
CPTs Isolation from the Left, its 
trade union organi»tion AITIIC or 
its peasant fnmt organisaUon AIKS 
have worked in dose nnderstandng 
with similar organisations of the 
CPI(M). 

The CPI(M)-CP1 understanding no 
doubt will yield good dividends for 
the Left in a State like Andhra, 
where both have old bases. But in 
electoral terms, ran they hope to win 
more than .seven seats, wbidi is 


nothing mnch in Andhra fbmn ndwro 
42 MPs are to be electedf In Bihar, 
the CPI has some strong podkets — 
the support of the Lok Dal aadi 
iMcking by CPlfM), could a 

few seats for the CPI. In Assam, 
the issue of ‘foreign nationals' has 
douded the electoral scene, and ft 
would be foolish to guess who would 
gain from this fdtuation. But in the 
Hindi belt, where 40 per «ent of the 
population of the country lives, the 
I.«ft is ronsphnunis by Its almoat 
total absence. 

TARUN GANGULY 



Focus 


Andhra Pradesh 


"We will expose Channa 
Government's graft' 


the Asaeinhly an Deoeasbert. 

So far the CPIfll) Js concerned, it 
omnot diaptease Mr Mani and his 
Party who represent Christian inter¬ 
ests. Already, Uie CPI(M) is appre- 
benaive that with Kqya'a ouster, the 
20 per cent of the population of the 
State who are Muslims, have been 
alienated from it. It cannot by any 
means alienate the Christians also. 
Manrism or uat. no political Party 
can ignore the pull at castes and re 
Ugion. la 1S77 (the memory is stilt 
tresb), the ^l(M) got 20 per cent 
of the votes in the Lok Sabba elec¬ 
tions but failed to aecnre a single 
seat On the other band with 29 pei 
cent votes, the Congress got 11 seats 
and the CiPI got four seats with a 
little over ten per cent of the votes. 
With the Congress and the CPI, on 
Bt tide, the CPI(M) is now in a com¬ 
fortable position. 

But then, it will not hr a rakr 
walk. Mr Koya, an astute pohtidan. 
can now whip up raioority feelings 
ovw the issue that the first Muslim 
Chief Minister had to go because of 
political machinations. And the 
Congress (1) will have to lend him 
support It is true that the ehurth 
is not that powerful in Keiabi as it 
was during the ouster of Namboodi- 
ripad in 1959. The church is also 
somewhat divided. After giving .i 
muted rail which was anti-Marxist in 
tone, the efaurch now wants to keep 
its hands clean of the <>lections. The 
Archbishop Benedict has nude somi 
caustic comments about the Emer¬ 
gency and the activities of RSS. All 
this puts the Church in a neutral pos¬ 
ture. It is now for the (ZPI(M) to 
take advantage of this. But one 
thing is restain that by acrommodat- 
ing Mr Antony, the CT’I(M) will now 
send fewer members to the I.ok 
Sabha from Kerala. 

The CPi believes that both the 
Parties (CPI and CPI(M)) have to 
stay together. Mr Rajeshwara Rao 
has already said, “the CPl(M) and 
the <CPI have to remain in the same 
front as otherwise they have no 
future”. In fact. Dange’s statement 
congratulating Bahuguna for joining 
Mrs Candbi has not created any 
adverse reaction in the CPl(M) 
against the CPI. A senior CPI(M) 
leader said, “Dann is taking a line 
opposed by the C7I leadership. Let 
them settle it themselves, we have 
nothing to say.” Similar^, the Lok 
Dal president Mr Charan Sin(^ 
thinks. “Dange or no Dange. the CPI 
has to stay with us". 

Are all theae manifestgtioiis of po 
larisation? The auswer is an empha¬ 
tic ‘No*. Otherwise, whatever might be 
the political cnilanation, bow could 
the CPI(M), CPI and Janata Party 
have electoral understahding with 
the AIADMX in Tamil Nadu ? If it 
defies ideological comprehension, the 
Muwer is that this is the only way to 
stop the <mslauid>t of Mrs Gandhi. 

Despite all the aberrations, the 
Central kadenhips of both the CPI 
and the CPl(M) have boon able to 
■trike a deal to remain together. 
The leaderdiip of both the Parties, 
include both Mr Namboodiripad and 
Mr Rajeshwara Rao, have categorl 


A SUNDAY rorres 
pandmt talks to ■ J 
Vertflul R«>, the ex 
Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh on 
the commif Lok 
Sabha eleelums — 
the Hate of the 
Parties, the iseues, 
<md Mrs Candhu 
Q: What are the mam tsmes in 
the coming Lok Sabha polU ? 

A • The main thrust of the cler 
lion campaign of mv Party, as well 
as the alliance Parlie.s. woukl lie the 
exposure of the Channa Heddy (.ov 
crnmcnt’.s coirupl piactiics, its r.ii 
lure to maintain law and ordei in 
the twin dti&s (Ilvdeiabad and 

Sccunderabcd) as well as the entire 
fstatc. On the economic side also 
the situation is very bleak When 
I handed over charge, tin' (iovern 
ment bad a surplas cash of Ks (t.*; 
crores and today it is slowly iiinvine 
towards bankrupUy. The Channa 
|teddy Government has not imple- 
mentM the 20 point programme at 
all There has biTn no progress in 

the State since DrR<>ddv took over. 
Mrs Indira Gandhi and her son San- 
lay. are themselves yet another 
Issue. 

Q: You were a ataunth supporter 
of Mrs Gandhi and nnu paw red 
carpet treatment to Saniap Gandhi 
when you were the Chief Minister 
How is it that you are bitter now * 
A : It is true that we supported 
her during these days. We commit¬ 
ted a mistake at that time We 
realised it after the fell of the Gov 
ernment in 1977. We are not going 
to rommit the same imstake again 
She was responsible for the down¬ 
fall ot the Congresa Party in the 
ruuntry. If Mrs Gandhi or her sou, 
Sanjay. is returned to power, that 
will be the last day for democracy 
1lie altitude of toe mother and son 
towards the judiciary, induding the 


Inghi'.st body, the Supreme Court 
and it.s Chief Justice is deplorable. 

U: What is the bam for your 
Parly’s claim to provide a stable 
(lovemment when you are not cols’ 
icstteu ecen half of the seals ? 

A lake It iinm me. none of the 
I’liities would tome up with an ah- 
••oluie iiiiijoritv this time. The days 
III stability seem to have gone. The 
( oiigiessd) might lose. 50 pei coat 
1)1 the seats In the south which it 
h.itl won in the 1977 elertions. Thia 
iiiav be made up by some gains in 
the northern Stales and Mrs Gan 
<]|ir.s Party may emerge with ISO 
Slats After all .toe got only five 
sf-ats in the north in the 1977 polls 
three from Kashmir and one each 
troiii Raiasthan and MP. ^ after 
the electioas. there or four Parties 
which believe in secularism and 
democracy should form a Govern- 
nient. That is the only way to form 
an orderly Govermaent in the 
country. 

. How do you assess your 
Party’s chances in Andhra Pradah 7 
A ' The cliauccs are good wHh 
the Opposition Parlies agreeing on 
seat odjustmt'nU. The CkmgrcssO) 
getting all the 42 seals is only an 
illusion. Last time it got all but one 
scat because of the Indira wave, lu 
the 1978 assembly elections, the 
Congrcss(l) polled only 37.5 per cent 
of the votes while the Opposition got 
62.5 per cent, 

(2 ‘ There is a widespread m- 
prnsiun that the mmonties and 
weaker sections look to Mrs Gandhi 
atone to safeguard their taterest, 
What Is- your rommeni 7 
A - I don’t agree. If that was so, 
then why was she defeat«<d in bei 
own lonstitueney ? Even now, it 
will be veiy difficult for hei to de¬ 
feat the Rajinata of Gwalior, Mrs 
(xifidbi will uHinidtely file her nuinl 
nation tiom Andhra Piadesh to save 
h> I .skin 
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vour shoes today? , 



Notes 


N o significance need be attadi- 
ed to this, but H is a ranous 
oHnadence that both Mrs Indira 
Gandhi and Chandhury CSiaran 
Singh have begun new Parties fan- 
lore every najoi election In 
1967, Mrs Gandhi inherited a 
decaying Congress Party, by 1971 
she had broken it, energised it, 
and tamed it to a massive victory 
She didn't break her Party bcluic 
the 1977 dections but broke it 
before the cruaal Assembly cler 
tions of 1978—and again swept thi 
polls m the South, a victory which 
brought her back to the ioiefront 
oi Indian pcditics Once again she 
managed to leave the nonM«s 
Gandhi Congress m tatters The 
Chatidbury ton has fought elcc 
tions since 1967 on completely dif 
feient labels. Ihe Congressman 
of 1967 became the Bhartiya 
Kianti Dal leader m 1971, the 
Bhartiya Lok Dal leader m 1^4 
<fur the truaal UP elections), tin 
lanatd leader in 1977 and is now 
the Lok Dal leadei tor the 19W 
elections I Ik pi‘opk‘ this time 

couldn't care less about labels 
then demands aie fai more basic 
It dusel has become one of the 
kei issues in the villages, then 
the pure c* onions is becoming 
symbolic ot rising prices in the 
cities This important ingredient 
of the Indian meal has even 
reached Hs 6 a kilogram m some 
placc‘s, making it costlier than ap 
pies To paraphra.se a w< II known 
pre Fiench Revolution <|uote If 
they can’t find onions let iiem 
eat apples 

'T'HL abrasive autobiogi aphv of 
A Mohammad yunus Pmons, 
Patnkmt and PoitUca has raised 
Its own quota of dust m these 
turbulent Untes A lot of people 
are angry, some justihably so 
There nave been accusations that 
Yunus only acquired the guts to 
write all that he has done because 
of the conviction m the Mrs 
Gandhi camp that She is Coming 
Back. Perhaps Mi Yunus may 
base taken some sustenance from 
this hope, but 1 know for a fact 
that this book was planned by 
Vikcs, under tbe fatrb exciting 
mmiagement of Narendra Kumar 
when Mwarji Desai was firmly in 
saddle, and seemed impregnable 
for at least a couple of years 
more Anyway, tbe spaaks are 
flying In our last issue, Mr 
Haindi Bey referred to us and 
alleged that we stopped pubbsbing 
his pieces after the March eh>c 
tions Not true Mr Bey was 
carried in our magazine even tilt 
August 1977 and his absence from 
our columns had absolutely no 
thing to do wKh the management 
Sur^ Mr Bey knows that ^ 
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D DLS Mr Raj Nuratn’s InalMUtv 
to liiid a winning constrtuenev 
r< fleet just the state of his per 
sonal political iortunc's or also 
the state ol his Paify’ Rae 
it,II ell was ol (ouive out of the 
question mdeid when Ml Nat am 
went to tampatKn tbiic m Noveiti 
her, his own Partymen turned 
against him I hen v.rious other 
nanus were floated Aligarh 
* Rohtdk I he f h ludhiii v appaient 
Iv askiHl Raj Na am to stand fium 
Vai.inasi but thrir wa< no indi 
cuiun that Rat Narain w,cs ddi 
rmus at lh< ah a I vi n Buxai in 



flsUJ 


Hihar was proposed for the Work¬ 
ing President of the Lok Dal. 
Actually none of the top letters, 
in any Party, are loo spre about 
the outcome of the 1960 elections, 
but Hat Naiain is probably tho 
hast sun of the lot 
^Hb Jinata Patty has come up 
with a slogan to counter tbe 
< ongress(I) stress on its leader, 
and Its theme, Indira too, doth 
baOtao Tbe Jinata’s answer la, 
fndnu loo putro bachao (Bring 
hack Indiia and save the son) 

M J AKBAR 


Graffiti In OnBidunipwilffs] 
Uamentary c onstltne ac y . Vilfiii 
kura, Weft BMilMl 
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tor, but aflW W 

MaridObipl, dow li^ Bam 
remam fnohmtty. fSoiMpw 

^'“Indira CaadUr diti 
SaiUay tar lUmal JNatr 
(iimra G^U 

Sanlay and Kgaail ]taMtL*s 

anSb. 

Haath ti dite nnaia Ml! 
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VMI NCKD aOMC 
MtAM8 or 
TRAMSPOm. 
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APTBR A 
Nice CHARIOT, 
<»eNTi,^BN? rve 
SOT A SPECIAL 
UNREPEATASLE 
erren hbae/ 
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YOU KNOW, 
ASTERIX, I 
▼hiNK WE'VS 
BEEN had 
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WE'RE IN 
LUCK... HERE 
COPIES A BREAK* 
DOWN . 

^ CHARIOT.' 
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HEY'...^rt)U MUSTftE 
THE GAULS we ROWANS 
are all LOOKINd 
POR 'THE RATROLS 
HAVE CIRCULATBO 
A • • • 
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WHY, THBr 
ACTUALLY SEEM 
TO BC PROUD 
OF IT ' 




WHAT'S 
THE SreciALlTY Of 
CAMARACUM ? 
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The unhealthy 
muddle 

Bihar's doctors are up in arms 



At the merqetmt cmfermce from Ml to right Health Minister Lai Muni 
ituttibeg. Dr Atma Prafouth oad Cooatnar A ft. Ksdmai 


V ARIOUS doctors organintioiis in 
Bihar hav« united agatiut Bihar 
Health MittifUM IjuI Mum Cbaubry 
aod demaiided hit retUnatiaa Ou 
the nther hand the Janata Party hat 
a^ barn ynumiritiiif the Bwalth 
Hlnistrr to atop private practice bv 
Govei ament doctort The present 
<Tisi% staitrd on Novrmbri 17 when 
the All India Surfeont Conference 
waa in progrett at the IMA hall in 
Patna The State Health Minister 
was the thief fuest and in his speech 
mentioned What be railed a few 
b4th^r truths’ Samntes TowaMs 
the end of an operation the surgeon 
Often asks the guardians of the 

K tient wbethei the imision should 
sewed up with foreign or Indian 
catgut Also the Minister had a 
conversation with a verj eminent 
surgeon, Di hhahi about the condi 
m af a hoy who had been hurt m 
tha Barahia police firing The sur 

n had said "People come to die 
mmttalV The Minister was not 
pleased with this and told the aur 
•aon off This i^t Dr Shabi who 
was present in the meeting sod be 
accused the Mhiiiter ot lailnre to 
maintain decorum The neethig 
than turned Uito a free for all The 

a« 


Minister was blamed for nung abu 
slve language and physical force 
Reported^ a cradker burst outside 
the meeting hall Some anb soetai 
elements watted there to brat up the 
Minister who later had to taken out 
under police escort 

The next day some MLAs told thi 
Press that the attack on the Minis 
ter was preplanned since he want 
ed to improve the condibon of the 
hosj^tth and had taken a stiong 
stand Mr Lai Mnni Chaubey in a 
statement, said that there was a 
threat to his life He had come tu 
know of this through his sonroes in 
the Intelligence Department This 
made matbns worse The doctors 
tkitwgh tbatr osvn organisation de 
manded the resignation of the Minis 
ter immediately 

On the third day after the Inei 
dent almost all youth organisations 
were engaged in a heated delMte 
Bveryeoe condemned the action ol 
the doctens «Mi demanded a total 
ban on m^vate practice by Govern 
ment doctors Tne issue was hotly 
debated'oven in the villages. Th«re 
were two opinions. All those who 
knew doctors panonaRy Mt that the 
Minisicn speech was in bed tostt 


Others who felt that they were "ex 
ploited" hy doctors snpporled the 
"courageons'’ stand of the Minister 
Perhaps for the first time in 30 years 
the situation was npe for a pubhs 
"protest** against doctors Slow& the 
protest became organised and Vas 
centered around places where Gov 
ernment doctors practised pnvateli 
—in chenusts shops. 

Concnrrently there was a campaign 
that the Minister was hlaming a 
n^cnlar caste for the tronbk 
Therefore, an answer had to be given 
to this on a “caste basis’* Apait 
from the doctors, the pohticians also 
started mobilising public opinion on a 
caste basis At this point some youn^ 
MIjAs of the caste in questoon sup 
ported the Mimster's strong stand 
and a joint Press conference lull 
ed the caste angle of the whole dis 
pnte The struggle was then tiansfor 
med into a personal one between Dr 
U N Shahi, and Mr Lai Mum Chau 
bey who were both advised by their 
supporters to insbtute cases against 
each other However, a few young 
inteHectuals intervened and advised 
both against taking any such steps 
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wcvn the Health Ministry and thi 
doctors IS a long one Although pn 


vate piacticc by Government doctors 
has been banned thnee In the past 
by different Ministncs this deasion 
has never been put mto effect *niou 
sands of doctors who practise priva 
teiy know that Mi Chaubey Is a 
determined man who is not onl} sup 
ported by the youth but has also the 
sentiments of the masses behind him 
Ml Chaubey’s determination can be 
seen from the work be has done in 
his nine months in the Cabinet Hi 
has personally conducted raids to 
atop pilferage of medidne and negll 
fence by doctors 

Two months ago jumor doctors 
went on stiike when Mr Chaubey 
suspended three doctors of the Patna 
Medical College and Hospital At that 
time the youths took to the streets 
and raised slogans asking the doctors 
to stop practising privately As a le 
anlt of this demonstration the junior 
doctors had to withdraw their strike 
Mr Qiauhey retaliated and, for the 
first ttine in the medical hlstoiy of 
Bihar, transferred 683 doctors The 
trantifer orders were passed within 
nine hours from the State secrete 
Hat The courts were on vacation at 
that time and the doctors enuki not 
dUain stay orders on the transfers 
Many wm forced to report at their 
new places of posting Only about 10 
to 12 doeton were excused owing to 
special drcnnutances. Mr Ctonbey 
BOS annonneed the mass transfer m 
oeaior doctors holding teadung peh 
tions. It is these semor doctors who 
eara the niMt from Mvale practice 
Very soon, the Health Depertmt 
win amOts prwMal to tea private 
practice to the OiMnet AU ^ wu 
amhaps the prewocstion for the IMA 
ncsicwfli* 
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Look,touch and fed Carnaby 
Comfort arKi style as only 
a great fabric can give 


Ask to see the hand-picked 
Carnaby range. 

Run your palm across the 
smooth luxurious fabric. 
Imagine it take shape in the 
hands of a first-class 
professional outfitter. ^ 


Binny’s Carnaby Collection. 
Make it yours. 

For style and wearing comfort, 
as only Hinny can blend. 
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The desire to Improve tiw worlc* 
Ing of the State's Healtb Deport' 
meat has tamed lato a stmggle bet 
ween the Cabinet and the Health 
Minuter Transfei of doctors eamtiig 
a salary of Rh 1 400 and above is 
cuirently referred to a subcommittee 
comprising the Healtb and rmance 
Minister or the Chief Minister. Mi 
Chaubey feels that the whok Cabinet 
Hiould take a dension on the bann 
Ing of private practice He is lighting 
a lone nattk against the rest on this 
issue 'The people are now with th< 
Health Minister A rummon irnnt 
under the name of “Jan Kalyan Kan 
gharsh Samiti" has been formed bv 
the representatives of the Patna tint 
versily Students' Union the Chhatiri 
Yuva Sangharsh Vahini, the Yuva 
Janata, the Vidyarthi Panshad and 
the Janata Yiiv.i Mnieha Raja Ram 
Pandey a leadet ot tlv% Samituand 
president of the Patna University 
btudents* Union has said that tlH> 
new body vrill organise dharnas be 
fore Ministers’ houses in favout ot 
the ban and make them aware ot 
their collective responsibility in th« 
matter. 

When the mihtittaiis realised that 
their own followers would no longer 
tw* their caste and Party lines and 
were committed to the issue, they 
woke up First a dortors’ delegation 
met the politicians and later in a 
Press statement regretted the IMA 
iiuideiit The doctors also said ttiat 
th^y would nut have a confrontation 
with till* Government This cunipin 
nnsing attitude of tht doctors (oultl 
only mean that doctors weie retreat 
ing. the pnlitinans were tiymg to 
tak' all the siedil for this and iigid 
nttitudos were being discarded Just 
a (Jay tx’ture all this happened, >• 
young ( oiigiess (1) ML(,', Kainai Naiii 
Singh Thakur, along with 4(1 othii 
Mi As and MI C's, had coodeuined th 
{MA iiuident huilher, a LegisUitins 
Ailiwii (umniittee was Imnied and 
an annountenient was made that tin 
whok thing was a struggle betyveen 
thi public (cpioaentatives and buieau 
crais Tins muse treated a teeluig of 
tension between the dot tens and th< 
politn lans 

Win n tins correspondent met Rihai 
Cliiei Miinstei Ram Sundai Ua.s and 
asked him about the guesUoa of pn 
vati pt at titv Mr Das openly sup 
poik'd the ban and mkI that thi 
ttosemmeni was thinking of making 
altei native aiiaiigemeuts 

Ihe only unaeemly aspect oi thi 
whok controversy Is ibe branding oi 
the whole minlicai cominuntiy a> 
exploiters In fact, a junioi dorloi 
said that the professionat medital 
organiaatian was held at ransom by 
bosses who expNted the lommon 
people Young doctors who are in 
high posts art' usually sons oi VIPs 
This IS why the lleanh Minister is up 
aguinst strong odds Honest ductois 
lui'fiillv state that there is no ve|M 
late niganiuKion that ran piojeti 
iheni in a ihlleKtot bght befme tht 
lieoph' 

AmfNRANJAN P«tna 
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Mini transmitter 
in Golden Temple 


A big controversy ahead 



The Pu'ssdenl and the i/eneral secretarp of the AkaH Dal (Re v ahttiaiurg) 

Or JagjU Smgh (extreme nghx) and Mr Arjan Smgh BtufMeoJa oarry- 
mff “broadcasltnp deptceV to the Golden Temple. Thk photograph u 
from The Tribune. Cbondwarh 

J UST as the tiotk sliikes Mx every Whifc the Government u worried 

evening people, in the vicinity of about the transmission the local po- 

Amritsar s magnificvnt Golden tern hoe are heipkss because ot a time- 
pie throng around ladto sets and honoured convention that uniformed 

tune in to a point loughly between poheemen cannot entet the area 

460 and 470 Ktu on the medium within the Durbar Sahib compkx that 
wave, to listen to a strange bioadcast circumscribes the Golden TempHc 
—a relay of the souihmg kirtana and The demand for a Golden Tempk 
rentals from the Guru Sahib that radio station was the bmgsunmag 
echo from the calm intenui of the desire ot many religioiM-miaaed Sikhs 
temple. “It's a wunderful idea, isn't who wanted the famous Gurbani ot 
It?" housewives, men, girls and hoys the Temple, considered the holiest 
ask each other as they fasten to the is the world, to reach the ears of 
slow, cleai voices ovei the radio, eveiy Sikh settled in India and ab- 

cooped up in their flats, shops aad road Though ttie range of the trus- 

ofbees with looks of amused wander mission, which christenad Itself 
The station they listen to is not “Radio Golden Tempk", is a mate 
any part ot All India Radio’s counlcy MO to 300 metres now, efforts wfli 
wide network nut even an inter be made to increase its strength, 
national station It is an unoflicial— The man behind the trsasauttor is 
actually illegal-broadcast from a Or. Jagyit Singh, s former Finance 
small tour piece traosmitter locally Miautet la the Guraam Siugb Cabi- 
asseinbkd and loslalkd witiun the net. preaently kader of the Akalt 
pretintts of the holy Sikh tempk. Del (Revolatioaaiy). an argaaisstiou 


mmv 9MVte regard incignifikeitt 
whkn to Btrangto in favour at an 
aBtoaomoua. pmerabhr separate. Pun¬ 
jabi State. When this repwter met 
him. Dr Singh, an ever-snulhig Sikh 
with a while turban and an artificial 
right arm (he lost bis arm in a gre¬ 
nade explosion during the days or 
the national movement), was lyinK 
on a bed in a crowded seoond-fioor 
room of the Akah rest house near 
the Golden temple, convalescing 
from a bout of fever. He spoke in a 
mannei that was at once casual anc 
serious: "it was the demand of Sikh-s 
living abroad that they would like u 
radio station within the temple, to 
be able to listen to the holy tohtaii 
that is sung inside every day tiom :•> 
am to 10 pm." As he spoke, lie rcci‘i 
ved a telegram that he ripped open 
shot a glance and smiled, showing 
it to me. "Here’s anulhei mes.agc ol 
congratulations from fi tends in Sea 
ttib. I’ve been getting a whole lot ol 
these." 


Mr Singh went on to tell this re¬ 
porter the stoiy of how the tnini> 
mitter had been installed. At the an 
nual conference of the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Coiuinittee at 
Ludhiana, a lesolution was passed 
in which it was decided to instal a 
radio transmittei within the Gulden 
Temple. Pollowiiig this, a deputation 
of MPs went to llie oifieiaU cancer- 
md tor saiirtinn to set up an inde 
pendent radio .station, and permission 
to acquire an import licence to bring 
the necessary equipmcnl from Sikhs 
settled abroad (who provide most ot 
the finances tor expensive Sikh reli¬ 
gious projects). Representatives ot 
the Dal eveo spoke to the then Mint 
ster for Information and Broadcast¬ 
ing, Mr L. K. Advani in 1977 but he 
turned down the request. As a re¬ 
sult of repeated failures to persuade 
the authorities to give them the nsoe 
laary permission (which it was not 
within their rights to give, anyway), 
the Akali Dal (R) decided to resort 
to vdiat they call “direct action" 
Claritying what that meant. Dr Singh 
said the installation of the tran.v 
mitter was intended as a "strong and 
symbolic protest". Tlie Rhiromani 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Ckimmittee 
(SGPC), the religious body that runs 
all Sikh gurdwaras, deoded to ex¬ 
tend aQ cooperation to the Party in 
its "direct, action’’. 

The Akali Dal (R) which had car- 
itor resolved to instal a tnasnuttei 
at the Golden Temple at a general 
body meeting of its delegates at 
Julmndar on May 22, 1979 decided 
to aoqnire the uooeasary « 9 qu.piiieot. 
With the help some local Ulent, 
they were able to assemble a radio 
Isansmitter with a few components 
which were imported and decided to 
carry the transmitter to the Durbar 
Sahib complex on November 4. The 
transmitter pieces were concealed 
within the outer ase of an oruinaty 
rate act. about the size of a typ<' 
writer, and three smaller boxes. 


la what looked Klee a cotawsai 
ea m edy. Dr Jagjit Sinih dressed htm- 
•eff as a and bis partner the 
AkaS Dal (It) general secretary. Mi 


Arjaa Singh BuddhJraja, disguised 
hinuelf as an Army Major in order 
to smuggie the transmitter into the 
temple. On October 30, they set out 
from the AnanOpur Sahib Gurdwaia, 
after prayers on what they considered 
an ’onerous* journey to carry tin- 
transmitter to the Golden Temple. 
They set out as part of a five-member 
jatha, along with three others, Mr 
Sulaksha Siogh, an advocate. Mr 
Ram Singh Tehara, a member of the 
babbat Akalis (lebci ukalis) and 
Dudh Singh Dijlipur, from Calcutta 
The five men k'it Anandpur Sahib 
near Chandigarh, with the leader ])i 
Jagjit Singh travelling on his own 
While Dr Singh’s own journi'y was 
relatively free from obstacles. Mr 
Buddhiraja and his party, who for¬ 
med the rest ol the jailia, had con 
sidcrablc difficulty dodging the po¬ 
lice. It was when Mi Buddhiraja and 
his group were about to cross the 
Bea.s bridge at Jullundor that the 
police decided to intera'pl them. Mr 
Buddhiraja was duly warned, and 
delayed his journey by three days 
Mr Buddhiraja says the police* hud 
nicknamed them "bateras” (Punjab 
name of a well-known bird), and he 
had been intornied oi ltK>it plans to 
intcicept them and confiscale the 
transmittei at the bridge by scouts 
at it pm at night The group then 
took anulbei loute and proceeded 
towards the Rarda Singh Bahadur a 
place wheie they were scheduled to 
be given a r<><epiion Bui on th'* 
night of November 2, they wcr«- 
again warned of possible police inter 
oeption. When they had learhed 
Sheklia basli in Jutiunduc the- group 
discovered that they were being pur 
sued by police jc*eps. In ordei to 
dodge the police, they abandoned 
their car in a ditch beside a dusty 
roaclHcnd and leit in another vehicle* 
they had arranged fur in advance 
The police jeeps lost track of them 
By 4.15 pm on Novembei 4, Guru 
Nanak’s birthday, after successfully 
dodging the police again, the giuup 
managed to reach the Paikaima ui 
the Duibar Sahib complex around 
the Gulden Temple in Anuitsai, and 
enter the precincts, allegedly evading 
a large army of ('ID peisucmel that 
was waiting fur them, liisidc the* 
complex, a crowd oi about 25.00U 
people were wailing to rcieive tlie 

C ip and see what the tiausmilt. i 
M like. 

It took about >cven days to iast.if 
the tranvnuttet, which is now opera 
ted from a small unvc*aliiatcd rcxini 
beside a Sight ol staiis overlooking 
the marble promenade that surrounds 
the Golden Temple and the holy 
took. Two pieres, one* ui them tin- 
largest, bidden inside the outei case 
of a radio set, and another, smaliei 
box-likc component are iixed to each 
other, with the snjailei piece kept 
on lop of the larger* piece, and two 
other components are kept on two 
aides ot the altacdied pieces. Tlie en 
lire assembljr is kept on a table, and 
to operated by a single swilcdi. The 
transmitter is connected to the micro 
pbooes inside the temple where the 
ragto (singers) sing the kutons and 


redta antosas or praren wbich we 
the sayings of Guru GoUad Singh. 
The usual course of the prognuume 
broadcast over "Radio Gohleu Tna- 
pie" is an ardasa at six in the even¬ 
ing, followed by hymqs. kirtaos and 
ardasas alternately finally ending at 
ten with an ardaaa again. Among the 
singers and reaters are the best 
talent available — Bhai Baksheesh 
Singh. Bhai Bahadur Singh and Bhai 
Tyata Singh, 

The transmitter is connected to 
the microphone amplifier. It Is caaen- 
lially a signal generating unit with 
an aiiridl disguised as a llagpole atop 
an uid inioaret located just beside- 
the Golden Temple It has beeu con¬ 
nected to the (iolden Tempte public 
address system by puncturing the 
wiring at certain points. 

Speaking about the transmitter, 
Punjab's Hume Secretary, Mr $. Sen 
said that it was an uifciice under the 
Wireless Telegraphy Act which {in¬ 
hibits the possession and traiismissiun 
of messages by private individuals 
or uiganisations. ‘’Initially. Dr Singh 
was to begin transraisdon on Guru 
Nanak'.s bnthday, but he tailed," Mr 
Sen said The Home Secretary went 
on In explain the f‘xact nature of the 
objection to suc'li tiansmission. 
"Though tlie transmitter has a range* 
of only a few hundred yards, it to 
not heaid by anyone outside, ai^ the 
cunleiils ui the tiaiismissioii arc* also 
uot olFensive, there are definite objec¬ 
tions to It -the mam one being that 
surh tiansmission is uiiinonitored 
aud ran veiy well become a source* 
of Intel natiunai C'nibarra.s.siiicnt." Mi 
Sen said the Government would cer¬ 
tainly take action, but it was up to 
the Posts aud Telegraphs diipartment 
to fiist complain to the Home Mini¬ 
stry. which would thc'n oriter Mboiie 
of the equipment. “Tlie PAT depart 
meat is hesitating, may be beGuasc' 
It is confu.sed about the exact natuu* 
of the olTencc* We are. however, in 
centart witli thc*m'’. When we remin¬ 
ded him that the Akali Dal (R) had 
suggestc'd to Hie Government that it 
(the (ioveriiment) could control the 
transmission on condition that it wa.s 
financed and set up by them, Mr Sen 
replied that no formal proposal was 
ever made to the Government "Bui 
what Is involvc^d is more than nto 
ney,” hi* said. "It is a legal piinri- 
ple. a philosophy. However, you see, 
this is a kind ot littk* Vatican Thi 
pulire do not enter, as we know It is 
a question of religious feelings. But 
then, we are not here to give them 
a ehann* to precipitate a wider crisis. 
These are election days and it Is oui 
duty to maintain communal peaci* 
and harmony, law and aider In thew* 
matters wc* always have to look be 
ynnd the* tip of out nosc*s. Some non 
ofbcial moves air alieadv on to per 
suadc the cituenrv and some forra.il 
approaches are being made to the 
SGPC." 

The Akali Dal iR) is now keen to 
ensure that tlie SGPC, the statutory 
Sikh religious body ir*i.ponsihle foi 
the management of the Golden Tem¬ 
ple (as all other gurdw.iias) operates 
the traosmittei properly and makes 
every ettort to increase its range*. In 






fact, the whole idea of installing the 
transmitter in the Golden Temple 
was to “pass the buck" to the ^PC. 
Tte P&T officials, on the other hand, 
are trying their best to jam the 
transmission by operating other trans 
mitters at convenient points in the 
parkarma's locality. Though there 
has been no official confirmation of 
the Jamming operations so tai, the 
Akali Dal (.R) complains of delibe¬ 
rate jamming twice on November 17. 
once for a period of 12 minutes and 
again for a period of 18 minutes, 
when the transmission had been 
blocked by "interference”. 

The SGPC chief, jathedar Gur- 
dharan Singh Tohra, ha.s offered lull 
cooperation to the Akah Dal (K;. 
because of his keenness to embarass 
the Badal-faction ot the ruling Akali 
Dal, in what many observers see as 
a relentless battle for power bet¬ 
ween the jathedars and Ministeria¬ 
lists. Ml Dada), himself known to be 
opposed to the idea of the trans¬ 


mitter, has not yei commented. 

The real purpose behind the sett 
ing up of the tiansmilter. according 
to a young and enterprising Sikh 
journalist, himself ijuite close to Dr 
Jagjit Singh, is, however, an object 
far more serious and deserving of 
consideration than a piactical Joke. 
It is what is seen as an initial .step 
towards the creation of an autono¬ 
mous Sikh State, or "Khalistan”, that 
would be able to manage itself. The 
State would be entirely independent, 
except for four ba.sic area.s—defence, 
foreign aflairs, cunency and commii 
nication.s. The demand receiving •. 
favourable backing from nn le.ss a 
person than the chief of the .SGPC, 
Mr Gurcharan .Smgli Tuhia, a slatinch 
opponent of Mr lladal. and an aspi 
rant for the riiief Ministership. Mi 
Tohra is tlu' mosi pnpiilai ot contem- 
porai.y .Sikh leaders, and has given 
the Akali D.il (R) his blessings. 

N/RMAL MURA Arrtrtlsur 


Bombay slum 
a den of vice 


The police are standing by 



ERE is more to the dubious 
distinction of Dharavi — of 
being the largest shanty town in 
Asia — than meets the eye. Apart 
from being the most fertile ground 
for brewing crime, prostitu¬ 


tion and other underworld activi 
ties, the slum is the single, largest 
supplici of illicit hooch to numerous 
clandestine dens dotting the whole ot 
Bc.inbay, Tnana and even Kalyaii, A 
reliable source at Dhaiavi put the 



figure of large illicit distilfing stiila 
(bhattis) at 20 and small household 
ones at 500. Together, they hrew 
thousands of litres of liquor eveiy 
day and employ nearly 50,000 meUt 
women and children in bootleggfag. 
The entire operation is serviced 
an estimated 300 vehicles. 

The monopoly of this booming 
business is largely held by two lower 
caste communities from Tamil Nadu: 
Adi-Dravids and Nadars. Together, 
these two communities form the 
.-(iiigie largest section of Dharavi’s 
population, and no political group— 
not even the Shiv Sena — can hold 
sway there. People of other commu¬ 
nities living there, mainly blue-collar 
workers and other self-employed ones 
like hawkers, generally live in fear 
of the bootleggers. Illicit liquor is 
openly brewed and stored in the area 
right under the nose of the law-en¬ 
forcing authorities. 

The i-eient^ots in Dharavi. which 
left three dead and nearly lUO injur¬ 
ed, some seriously, were the culmina¬ 
tion of simmering hostilities between 
the leaders of these two dominant 
communities there vying with one an¬ 
other to capture the ever expanding 
market for their common product. 
Contrary to newspaper reports ema¬ 
nating from polios briefings, the carn¬ 
age was not so much along caste lines 
as it was made out to be, but 
had more to do with the commerce of 
bootlegging, in which the police had 
no mean role to ploy. And though 
the police fired eight round.s in two 
firing incidents during mob violence 
on October 13 and H, arre.stcd 
65 people and captured 200 weapons 
like sickles, knives and gupties, the 
situation is far from normal and may 
remain dormant only as long as the 
police posse is cainpiiig there. Things 
had come to a bead when an Adi- 
Dravid young man was found mur¬ 
dered 111 nivslerious rirciimstanais a 
week before the nuts flared up. 

So intense was the mob fury on 
October 13 that according to cx-MP 
Ahiiya Itangnekar (CPl-M). over 
1,000 women and even lO-year-nld 
children had come out armed with 
stonc.s and brickbal.s to add muscle 
to their menfolk. Ahiiya Rangnekar 
had gone there to restore p(>ace bet¬ 
ween the two warring factions, but 
was caught in the melee and injured 
when a flying missile hit her on the 
bead. That the violence was pre¬ 
planned and the police were nut un¬ 
aware IS an open secret in Dharavi, 
added the CPl(M) leader. The area 
was a part of her old constituency. 

Most of the shop,s owned by Nadars 
In Adi-Dravid localities were singled 
out far ransack by Adi-Dravid 
mobs, and their action was rcriproca 
ted with equal gusto by Nadais in 
their own areas. Over 15 business 
premises were destroyed in two days 
of rioting. Tension prevailed even ten 
days after rioting broke out, and 
though a small police party was ila 
tioned at 90 Feet Road, where the 
main action had taken place, all the 
shops there owned by T.imilians 

4 1 


remained rtowd Many Nadai 
and Adt Dravid families aneaked 
away to their vilkKes a day after 
the not* for fear of reprisal by mem 
bers of the rival {ommunity This 
reporter saw many menfolk hidinit 
in their homes and not venturing out 
even to go to work as rumours of «ir 
prise attacks by groups of rival 
community w^re tampani Some 
men who were iniuied in the fight 
Ing ahlcd away from going to the 
nearby Sion Hospital for foar of 
being Interrogated by the pnlic* 

Strange a* it may seem, there is 
dearly no love lost between the mem 
hers of th< two communities who hail 
from the sanAe State Ihetr dwtlhngs 
are segregated and they geBcrally 
do not patronise one another's bust 
nest, be it a paan beedi abop an eat 
ing joint 01 a liquor den There is 
littie social intrrartion as such not 
withstanding the pcditiial loyalty thi 
majority of them «wis,tu a common 
Party Congress(l) This is so despili 
the absence ot any deep rooted cast* 
conflict betweim them, as there exists 
between Mahars and Chamars ot 
Maharashtid The AdiDravids and 
Nadar* belong to the same aocial 
stratum 


The root of the tiouble therefoit 
is the hostilit> between leaders of 
the two (ommiinities who enjov to) il 
loyalty from member* of then ris 
pertive tastes Th* two most notoii 
ous leaders among them an 
Kandswamy Ramaswamy of the 
AdiDravids and Amiogani Swas 
ambhu of the Nadai s Botli 
these leaders are dreaded undei 
world characters straight from th< 
Hindi film world Each of them 
command* an arms of hirelings and 
runs a thriving illicit liquor business 
beside* othei diversified activities 
like running bcothels and gambling 
dent Surprisingly the police do not 
even have the photographs of tbe&< 
two in their dossiers on them 
Though their activities are an nptm 
•ecret In Dbaravi and out of them 
has also been implitated on several 
occasion* in the past the police files 
give only sketihs details 

The file on K Ramaswamv foi 
instance give* details of his scrap 
material busioes* as well as the land 
he hold* In hts native plact but dues 
Dot h«i him a* an underworld tharar 
ter dealing in illirit liquoi and the 
Itesti trade who was held undei 
MKA during the fmergenry He i* 
noted as a Congresstn office bearei 
who roDte*ted the last civic elections 
as a rebel candidate and forfeited bis 
deposit In the last two years he 
was twice implicated in a murder 
and rioting case but on both occa 
tlans was Mler arqurtted as th* police 
did not have sutfirient evidenci to 
charge sheet him In tlw latest not 
case Hamaswams was not apprehend 
ed as ht had vanished from the 
scene a day before the event - after 
a giand rehearsal at toutse 

Armogam ^waysmbhu th< 5/ 
year old godfathei ot the Dharavi 
ai 


Nadars has till this day managed to 
dodge the long arm of the law 
though the polite file list* him as a 
hooch maker Till last year be was a 
labourer with Bombay Port Trust 
But in 1 ss than i yen h( has com* 
to own four gtociiies and one trans 
port company in Dharavi Like his 
aich rival he has also lecently ac 
quired large tratts of land in his 
native plan kvtn he escaped delen 
tion during the retent riots although 
he was in Bombas at that time 

Although both Ramaswamy and 
Swayambhu an known arri social ele 
ments the pohes ait doing preaous 
little to keep a check on their activi 
ties V^t the polite claim to have 
launched extern mint proposals 

against both of them undei section 


56 of the Bombay Police Act Whe 
thei this proposal will come througli 
IS not difficult to guess With the 
mid term elections round the rornei 
every political Paity reabses the im 
portance of Dharavi votes as much 
as does the Congress(I) Besides theii 
business hostility another cause of 
conflict ^tween Ramaswamy and 
Swayambhu is then vying with each 
othei to gain recognition from th* 
Congress (I) bosses in Bombay bo 
it will not be surprising If the case* 
against both of them are quietly drop 
ped 

Meanwhile, residents of Dharavi 
continue to bve in fear When will 
the next bout of violence break out 

ZAFAR E INAMDAR. Bombay 


BOOKING THE AYATOLLAH 



AyotoUeh RufuMah Khometnt m a Sovtt* agamt accardmg to a Pofaalt 
counter niteUipence chief who defected to the Vfnt in iSoO Aceordang 
to the Polm ih* Ruattane iicid penetrated the Shu MuHm sect as early 
at the 1950 > The charge agaaui the rmotiOhmary leader wot mode 
m an annenmeement by a Caufomu law firm negotiaimg wtth Bantam 
Book* for pubbootton of the memoir* of the Polish hUeUtgenee chief, 
Coionei hinrhaei M GoleiueunlU faboee) 




R Nag'ai 


Sheriff Dilip Kumar 



It all b-L'Kaii witSi a li-llt*r to 
Maharashtra Chief Minister, Sho- 
vad Pawai. The letter lan as 
follows. 

I Mv Dear Shaiad Rao, 

I 1 am wrilinB this letter to you in 
connection with the appointment of 
I the next Sheriff siiue an interesi 

I init idea came to my mind. Some- 

i how or the othei I thought of tlie 

name of Dilip Kumar in Ihi-' con¬ 
nection ... 1 have had t he _ good 
fortune of associating with him in 
I many good causes for nearly a 

quarter of a century . . . (he) ba'. 
always teen in the forefront ot 
championing any good cause any 
where in the country (and) has 
I done more than anyone else 

(about) mobilising the film indus¬ 
try (In times of) drought, famine, 
earthquakes, floods, communal 
riots etc. His dedication to the 
cause of humanity and many 
other excellent qualities of bcail 
and heart (make me feel there, if 
no better person than Dilip Kumar, 
provided he acce.pts the position 
His appointment will elevate the 


post of .Sheiiff to a liigli' i po.si- 
tion and do a great honoui to the 
eity. 

With best reg.iins. 

Yours simvrety, 

Rajni Pate! (did fith Octobi r 
1979) 

A nd bingo, fhi* job was done ! 

Dilip Kumar follows a long 
line of bu,sim ssoK-n and indus 
trialists to the chair of ?>hctil! 
Busines.sman Ram Batra, who pre 
ceded him. be gan with high-souad- 
ing principle.s of maintaining the 
Emergency rule of spending a 
day each week to listen to people.s' 
grievanre.s He whittled down his 
sessions instead to one hour each 
week on Tuesday afternoons. Mr 
Narendra Kapadia, Mr T. V. Ram- 
anujam. Mi Kautikunitir Poddar. 
ail made the eminent chair largely 
the pieserce of (he wealthy and 
influential (Jne wondc-rs at the. 
yardstick of choosing men (albeit 
for a po.s.tion that is largely deco 
'•ative) from that .small ctilerie of 
high rise, fjig brother. Royal Salute 


Whisky culture, especially on the 
point of ignoring people who have 
worked for the public at the lowest 
level. In the scheme of things, 
the citizen with a modest income 
is d burden on the SherUfaity as 
was Mrs Anjanabai Magar three 
years ago. The Government had 
to make a special entertainmeni 
allowance of Rs 5.00 , a tradifion- 
ally out-of-pocket expense, for the 
incumbent. 

Dilip Kumar has high hopes of 
dedicating his stint as Sheriff to 
the. uplift of the pour, and to the 
improvement of public service Ins¬ 
titutions. This is according to Mr 
II. ft. Ismair former Sheriff nod 
close friend of the star. The lat¬ 
ter eluded a forU^ight hour hunt 
for him due «'fo his film com¬ 
mitments. 

Dilip Kumar is the third con.se 
cutive .Sheriff to have belonged lo 
Ml Rajni Patel’s charmed cirdr*. 
Even so, close friends have been 
qu'tc startled by Mi Kumar’s ac¬ 
ceptance, expecially considering 
the demand upon his lime. Equal¬ 
ly puzzling IS the fact the “in all 
his life Yusuf saab has shunned 
public appointments'’ which prin¬ 
ciple he threw overboard “for so 
trivial an oflire as local Sheriff". 
Also, he has no major business in¬ 
terests that former Sheriffs have 
freely utilised their official contact 
lo further. .So what could po.s 
stblv be the motive behind his ac¬ 
ceptance ? 

One ol the answers being hazar 
ded is that he has been offered a 
I,ok Sabha ticket by more than one 
political Party (or if not, a Rajya 
Sabha seat an office far more in 
keeping with his stature) It is 
surmised that to prevent this he. 
has been pressurised into accept¬ 
ing the post of Sheriff which na¬ 
turally prevents him from dabbi 
ing in politics 

The offict' ol Sheriff has become, 
since 1B97 ,1 completely honorary 
post Maintained hv the State 
fiovernment (the projected budget 
for the Sheriff’s office for the 
period 1980 81 is Rs 2,26.778), all 
it lequires of its figurehead is lo 
renter upon the Deputy Sheriff the 
powers o( attorney, to ■journey to 
the airport to receive all Govern¬ 
mental dignitaries in person and 
arrange condolence meetings for 
the elitist dead He has also, at 
cording to Mr S V Kondaskar. 
the hardened Deputy for the past 
20 years to arrange publir meet¬ 
ings. “Of course, be really doc-j. 
nothing, because he is now pureU 
a formality. We do everything m 
his name". Happy Sheriffalty Mi 
Dilip Kumar. 
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WITNESS TO 

AFAKBIANI 

LASHMC 

PETER NIESEWANO watches "criminals" being lashed 
in Islamabad and ponders about the future of 
an uncertain General Zia. 
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G ENIRAL ZIA.Ul,HAOi 
‘•j.ecoiMl coup” u alreativ 
showinx siKw, of Kotni! 
wrong The new. harj>hri 

-Imartial law regime which 

be impo&ed on Octobei 18 in place 
ol the promised general elections was 
originally intmded to be a “shoit 
sharp, fiist full dose of mc^lKinr", in 
the words of one of his senior Iieutc 
nants, and it was eiuK'Cted to achieve 
“results" within a few weeks 
Nothing IS as easy as it first seems 
and milrtary disapline works splen 
didly in the armed forces, but scarce 
iy at all on a avilian population 
Press censorship was supposed to 
lave been relaxMl within a fortnight 
leaving journalists with a set of 
guideluies and instructions to ccnsoi 
themselves Misinterpretation of thi 
guidelines would lav them and their 
editors open to fines, imprisonment 
and pubhc floggings But pro censor 
shm dragged on 

Zia's dampdown on prGfiteenng 
and boarding in the marketplace had 
some initial effect. A few prices did 
go down. Init so did the quality A 
Rawalpindi housewife complained 
‘Uttainlv I can now buy meat at the 
official price but 1 could never give 
It to m\ family to eat If vou want 
quality, you have to pay over thi 
odds It’i the same with fruit and 
vegetables I used to be able to 
choose what I wanted Now I pav 
the ofiicial puce and I am given the 
good with the bad ’’ 

Martial law courts deal daily with 
« nevei ceasing flow of offences as 
widclj divergent as failing to dcsplav 
I price list in a shop and murdc i 
(leneial Zia explains It is mv iin 
piessiun that tbe people want him 
ness Whcthti they want it or not 
lirniness — indeed, harshness — is 
what theyve got, and almost certain 
1), lough justice too Every day in 
a Rawalpindi street, aimed soldicis 
in a nulUaiY Land Rovei idly watch 
the small ciowd which stands acros.s 
the road, outside the gates of the 
summaiy military court Hicre is 
nut much talking, and what theie is 
takes place in low voices bumetinus 
the men are witnesses in a case, or 
anxious relatives of an accused But 
on the day a colleague and 1 went 
over to talk to them the group dis 

E layed the reticence ol tbe Dirty Mac 
iigade queuing for a sottcuie porno 
him in some street in Londons Soho 
‘ Are vou waiting for news’” we a.sk 
ed ‘ Arc you going to givt 
evidence?' 

They shuffled uncomfortably and 
averted their eyes Ihey wcie just 
standmg there, they replied Tbry 
didn t know why A soldier tame 
across to the gate and admrtted one* 
of them, taking him anoss to a door 
marked Complaints'’ As we walked 
away from the milHarv court and 
Ironi a scene which is repeated 
tlKougbout Pakistan, a passer bv 
said deiiMvely Phis w where v»>u 
foine to revenge youra.ll ou your 
rneinies" 




Marttal law u supreme in Pakistan 
In tci ms of Zid s October decree, 
there can be uo appeal to any avilian 
(ouit tven in cases where younj; 
inajoiN have awaided death penalties 
to men convicted oi armed robbeiv 
no bupreme Court judm can review 
the matter Fhe only slender hope 
of escaping the hangman is a mercy 
nctitton direct to Zia But out of 
W rally hundreds of plea for do 
/nincy which have Ix-cn put before 
him in the 30 months since be seir 
cd power not one has been granted 
in Usser cases thirc is no appeal at 
all Ihc punishments are simply 
itinounnd and earned out 

Military or pohcc pitiols go out 
and appichend suspect^ wiongdoers 
OI soniioni lodges a aimplaint against 
aiiothci and the mililaiy iiiovi swift 
ly into d'ttoii So swiftly in fact 
that theic is nal doubt that anything 
s<n saguily apptoachiiig justi(< is 
idiiiinistcred It is impossibk to 
lIikK this indrpindintly biiaust 
'hr military courts sit in s»ti«l and 
those arcuMd ate dcniid lawyers al 
though they can have a friend m 
the court 

Ihi old system requiting that 

jiisties. must be seen to be done 
his been susprnded Iht mw scheme 
l« doles seeict justice yet often 

public punt hiiu nts Ihis moie than 
inylhiiig I whit Zia has givin to 
ih< ptoplt ol Pakistan lu plan of 
the g< m ral t lections whie h sh >a Id 
base btiti held rin Novembei li 

N the road out uf Hawal 
pindi toward Uir bill 

station ot Muritc, thcic 

Is a hotel run by I‘ir 
Salahuddm Ihc botd 

was 1 aided on a Iiiday night in 
Oitobcr ea suspicion that piosi ution 
was taking plan on the prenM'<cs and 
hat alcohol was hcing consumed At 
the same time polite ilso woopid 
on the mat by Aiousi guest faeiuse 
A total ot 4B pe opli tiie n and wume n 
Wvii aiicsted Ihe scuiinary tiial of 
ZU ot the men began the following 
lucsday, and bv W<dn<sdav night all 
had Lc> i> found guilty and sentenered 
Iwo of them ineluding the I’li him 
self aged 64 were adjudged 
too old to suivivf a flogging 
and weu se ate need instead to be 
publicly humiliated and then to 
SCI VC one yeai s rigorous imprison 
inent Ich the othtij it was between 
five and 15 lashes, and gaol tor 
beitwern six months and a yiar 
ihe public weic invited to watch 
the floggings which began just aftci 
i pm the following day fhe ground 
chosen was a large area of waste 
land at tbi end of tbe main lunwav 
of the Islamabad international air 
port conveniently close to the enter 
geocy ward of the Central Govern 
mint Hospital and neat enough tu 
see through tbe trees tbr lUumuiated 
itgtt Pir s Hotel’ 

If General Zia was not offering his 
people elections be waa certainly 
prepared to give them urcuses Two 
hours before the scheduled start 
labourers laid out tubular steel seats 
with orange pUatic seats for VIP 
guests and decked tbe aiea with 
sbamianas The stage they chose was 


till 11 It tooled lop (*l ,1 house still 
uiKlei eonstiuettoii I his allowed 
Iht m *0 hold thi tonvieted men 
imidst the buildci s mbbh of the 
unfiuehed rooms ind lead them up 
the (OIK I etc staiieasi om by one to 
lx manacled to the ‘ted flogging 
li imt whili e mu I iiiit n cituuhre] 
md jostled tei get i lusi ups ol tfu ii 
flits at the mrmu nt the e im slashed 
home Ihi out ide w ill of th< 
house wiie hunc with i hull int i<d 
him y* liow and giein piiteini'l 
rmvas Anyoni who did not ful th it 
ft wav all being otj'misid toi tlu 
dihctatiem of thi piiblu haiueel 
thtir minds shoitly b<toi« tlu lust 
floggmj when i okfu i tu< k a 
microphont throuih thi br iided 
niangv plasJit of a ihiii hide snU 
positioned it diiretly m fim’ ol tlu 
whipping fraint Hie ptihlu address 
system rtlayed evt ry whimper or 
siTtani ui (IV for nn rey 

A Pakistani louinilist sit'iiu next 
to me III Iht VIP st iiiel it riiark^ 
easuallv When I wt in piisein I 
saw a lot ot lashings { was a tele 
iLsioii new' editeu and I was arrest 
td in libruiry 19/8 when then was 
a vtiiki I was awartltKl om ytar 
and It n I isnes but tbe la hts wer 
luil earni 1 lut Hu it was j ii Kial 
IcW MgulaUun that prison* i bolding 
lobs up to (>rad( 17 oi 18 should no* 
K given lasht s N(,ws I ditoi i' a 
(jiade IB job 

liu* th' jouinalist had seen the 
jriviliged piisontis balnitn who 
adinimsti the whippings and thi 
■ lleets (f th< puiiisbimnt on thi 
letims One of ’be effuls ot th 
ash u that most of the men beeoiiie 
iinpottni he .aid It dots not 


hapjjtn to tviivoni It depends on 
Ihe lashiuj 

Up on thi tjgt ihi bilnuiistnpp 
<d ylowii to the II itspiitive brown 
and icd lunuloths Iti haiat and 
Zainuiiad an miisuilai young men 
porting luxiin lilt Kov il An force 
fiiou>ta(hts iiul III , iviiig sevtn 
iiid It 11 veals In ittiiiii loi Hogging 
othu piiviners thtv get special 
pinilege ts'ra milk lations daily 
body nia.ssiges While they waited 
to btgiii work on the looitop they 
oiled thiir bodu s and prt'ened, 
vtrulted and pts.lured as if pewing 
toi a Health and Slrirngth luagazute 
Fhi n they took their four foot long 
lanes slashed tht m thiougb the oir 
and twilled tlwm expertly round in 
their lin/iis 

The (lowd which gathired was 
about 12 00(1 strong Soiim.' lodepen 
dtni wistern otwervers put it al 
around lOOfK) Ihe iviisoied Pakis 
tani Ires, guessed wildiv tin follow 
mg day at anything up to one lakh 
But tbe first sad fact for the military 
was that the eiowd was enmparative 
ly small lon-side iim. ‘he venue was 
Rawalpindi and that this wi a fue 
show It was aLso ristivi Hie 
pe^eiplf niutte led angrily from time 
to time and polue piuiijed in amonj 
them lathis flailing 

Ihe fust prisonei biought up unto 
the toot were the o|d nun the two 
ii»o old foi flogging Pir Salahuddm 
IS a foriiu r deputy eoinmisstoner He 
was led onto the rexif me n ly to be 
huiniliatfuj A judits man took a 
be ush and painted the old man x 
tae« blarl Back and forth went the 
bru h bade md iutih Ihe Pit was 
taken away to gaol whtle his son 
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irritation 

• la tit lungs to reduce murus 
congestion and bring out the 
sputum 

o In tht chust to relieve pain 
of overworked chest muscles 

Trust Giycodtn for all sorts 
of botkorsouw coughs It works 
Eases braathiiig,aRauring 
rssttui sloop 
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w;iiU‘d downstairs to endure 15 lashes. 
Tlien lanif a 67yoar-old man for 
'.imilar liuniiliatiun. At last it was 
tinu* lor the real show to beftin. On 
the rooftop sat a lino of prison, police 
and military officers, including Major- 
(ietieial Saghir Hussain, the deputy 
Martial Law Administrator for 
Uawaipindi. 

Seeing that the public were being 
invited to < iijoy the spectacle, and 
approve the martial law punishments. 
It was most interesting of all to see 
their reaction. The first victim was 
Pir Salahuddin’s son. He was manacl¬ 
ed wrists and ankles to the “Tik Tiki." 
the iron flogging frame, and a pad 
was tied across his back to protect 
his kidneys. He wore only a small 
white loin cloth, and a policenian 
paint<!d a red stripe across bis 
buttorks: the target at which the 
batmen should aim. 

IHE floggings began. The 
batmen came running up 
in turn, as if they wern 
bowlers in a cricket game. 

_lAfter seven steps they 

paused, swished the cane round their 
heads, turned 180 degrees away, go¬ 
ing into a crouch, tappt^ their canes 
on the ground twice and then launch¬ 
ed themselves up and around, bring 
ing the cane lashing down unto the 
victim.* Tlie Pn's son began scream¬ 
ing into the microphone in a .shrill 
voice; "No! No!", and on the 
second stroke: “Allah-o-Akbai!” 

Tlirough the IS .strokes, he wept and 

f ileaded and called for a doctor, llis 
egs trembled violently and began to 
give way. 

It took just over six minutes, and 
when he was led away, supported liv 
two policemen, the crowd watched in 
grim silence. 

The pain ot the second victim sbow- 
i-d mainly in the way he held his 
body, bis fingers stn*.tched out stjtflv. 
He ciied out only on the 12lh stroke. 
At tlie end. when he was reled.sed 
from the manacles, he walki-d awas. 
defiant Ihe tTowd hioKc into 
applause. 

A mullah steppiHi torward and took 
another micTopbune. chanting .some 
verses from the Koian. When he 
had finished, he said . I hose who 
indulge in prostitution .should bi* given 
100 lashes. That is the law of (slam" 
And he lett, perhaps in dtsgust that 
no one had been sentenced to more 
than 13. and after that, to rigoious 
punishment for up to u year. 

The third man was a waiter at 
Pir’s Hotel, and he wept and pleaded 
during his punishment and at the 
end, as he was unstrapped from the 
metal frame, he roltaps^ A doctor 
hurried over to listen to bis heart¬ 
beat with a stethoscope, and adminis¬ 
tered an injection into the man's 
arm. The waiter was carried awav 
on a stretcher. 

The crowd watched sikntly. 

The fourth man was the hotel 
manager With each stroke, his body 
ierked as if an electric current was 
passing through it. but be made no 
sound, and at the end, he managed to 
walk away. 

The people applauded, and the 
nanager raised hu hands in the air, 


like a victorioics boxer. The crowd 
roared their approval, and whistled. 

By this time, the military were 
becoming uneasy. The next victim, 
a customs inspector found guilty of 
having supplied alcohol to the hotel, 
was put on a stretdier at the end of 
his punishment, although it was not 
immt'dialcly clear why, as he seemed 
able to stand. But the sixth man. 
also a customs inspector who stayed 
silent throughout' the punishment had 
to be forced to lie down on the 
stretcher at the end. although he 
struggled and prote.sted that he pre¬ 
ferred to walk. 

The crowd saw this and jeered the 
military. 

from then on. prisoners were either 
forced to be carried off on stretchers, 
or allowed fo walk wHh guards hold¬ 
ing iheir arnus to prevent them wav¬ 
ing to the crowd. In all, 350 lashes 
were administered during the. long 
afternoon and into the sunset, while 
flocks of sparrows wheeled twittering 
above the scene. Most of the men 
were awarded 15 lashcvs, or 16 in the 
handful of cases where the military 
got the counting wrong or dlsiiualifi- 
ed a .stroke as not Ix'ing sufficiently 
hard. One unlucky man got 17. 

Outside, at the end a Pakistani 
.said bitterly; “How can the Army 
find so many people gulKy. so 
quickly?” 

Another asked: “What happened 
to the two Army officers who 
were, also arrested at Pir’s Hotel 
that night ? Why weren’t they tried 
and flogged?" 

Perhaps no Army officers were 
found during the raid on the hotel, 
but it Is significant that increasing 
numbers of Pakistanis believe, not 
only in this case but in dozens of 
others, that there is one harsh law 
for the people, and another lenient 
one for the military. General Zia may 
unwittingly be driving a further 
wedge between the ann^ forte-s and 
the nation. The punishments which 
he presents for public approval have 
started to become demonstrations ot 
the gulf which now separates the 
two. 


T IS difficult to shake the 
feeling that Zia began his 
“second coup” as a des- 
pi'ration measure, having 

_I no real idea wtierc to go 

next, or what to do. He km!w what 
be didn’t want, however, and some of 
the problems of ibe country were 
staring him so blankly m the. face, 
particularly the. stale of the economy, 
that It was impo.ssiblo to miss them, 
or to avoid taking at least short term 
measures to d<*.al with them. “Pakis 
tan docs not have a political pro¬ 
blem,” Zia told me at a Pre.ss con¬ 
ference in Rawalpindi. "It has an 
v-coDomic proWero." 

The fact is, thongb, that poUtics 
and euHiomics arc iue.xtricablv bound 
cp, and although /.ia has outlawed 
strikes banned lockouts, and ordered 
'.he flogging and impriMmment ui 
lioardtrrs and profiteers, these we 
'inly pa'iih measures Two stark 
(acts underline the rrlsls m l'akL<i- 
tan's economy, both drawn from 


oflicial figures detailing t&e financ i al 
situation as it stood on October 4 . 
'Ilie first is that Pakistan’s foreign 
exchange holdings on that date bad 
slumped to less than 80 million US 
dollars. This was about one week’s 
import bill. The second is that there 
wouldn’t have been any foreign re¬ 
serves at all had not Saudi Arabia 
just loaned 100 million US dollars to 
kick ofi Zia’s cherished blamic aodal 
welfare fund, zakat. Sadly, 20 millirm 
US dollars of the zokot money bad 
In be immediately “borrowed” to pav 
for imports. 

Yet, according to some western 
economists, the economy is one sector 
which has generally benefited from 
military rule, even though it is still 
under great strain and facing an 
uncertain future. "IIk GovernnMmt 
here, did jnbgrit an unholy mess," an 
aiialv.st said, “Bhutto left natiimalls- 
cd industries wbi^ were not working 
very well. He,/nad committed the 
country to m expensive steel mill 
which is now eating up foreign ex¬ 
change, and will lose money even 
after it is built. Since the overthrow 
if his government, the military re¬ 
gime has done some things to 
straighten it out. Industry has re¬ 
bounded a hit, for example. Agri¬ 
culture is also up, but mainly because 
they have bad some decent weather." 

For western economists, however, 
the root causes of the economic crisis 
have yet to bc^ tackled, and until 
they are bodies like the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) will remain 
unwilling simply to band out money. 
Recently, Paldatan asked the IMF 
Trust I'und for 90 million US dollar.^ 
—a request which is often handled 
as routine. In this case, the IMF 
decided to .vend out a team for con¬ 
sultations with the {.kivernment, to 
press for a mas.sive devaluation and 
for the abolition of sulx-idies on a 
range of essential consumer iisms. 

An analyst .said: “If Pakistan 
wants to cure its basic probiein, it’s 
got So .stop living beyond its means. 
But this Is going; to be painful as 
hell. Either they have to invest less, 
or ronsumr less. And since they are 
nut investing much in the- first place, 
it niean.s the poor people will have 
to eat less because they can aflord 
bws'’. But such a scenario, as 
General Zia well knows, is political 
dynamite. 

Zia’s energies are being directed 
mainly towards the economy, but not 
at th<* basic causes in a way that 
.satisfies the money-lenders of the 
West. Many feel he is indulging in 
window-dressing to placate an in- 
ci'ea.vingly restive population. Zia'a 
tiar.sh application ot martial law 
against merchants is unlikely to keep 
prire.v down for long. Zia bope.s to 
buy a little more time by dramatical¬ 
ly increasing Pakistan's exports. The 
figures for the l&st financial year, 
which ended on June 30, showed an 
excellent 30,4% increase in export 
earnings, and Zia is clearly hoping 
(ill a repeat performance. 

Yet, whatever it Is, it won’t be 
good enough. As exports rise, so does 
the OPEC oil price. At the moment. 
Pakistan spends roughly 350 million 
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dollars a month on its import bill, 
while exports amount to only 150 
milhon dollars Some of the short 
falls are made up by foieign woik 
ers’ remittances which currently lun 
at about 100 million dollars a month 
The (tap must be hlied by ncguuatiiii, 
forcisn loans, usually short tern, at 
high interest rates Pakistain is still 
considered a rommcrcially accept 
able lisk Its gold holdings, which it 
values at lhc‘ London market price, 
arc now woith about 600 million 
dollais and the country takes pride 
Id always having met its commeraal 
obligations promptly P separates 
these obligations strictly horn its 
international bilateral debts, whirh 
It IS now desperately trying to get 
rescheduled But the ‘Aid to Pokis* 
tan” consortium, and the IMf, «n> 
holding out III tfie ho|M of foremg 
tuttdaiiif nt,il ccunoiiiK ihunges 
The ficluig in Pakistan is that Zia 
is unlikely to actcfk to these de 
ni.md> Oni Paki'-tani newspaper 
suggested that tin IMI was "lend 
ing a hand to those who were tight 
ening the eeunomir sei-ws on the 
(ountiy to make it abandon its 
peaceful nucleai le search program 

nie" 


{ a mIOHI important than that, 
howevt ‘1 js the political 
impact such a squeeae 
■ WH would have on the ordi 
L_S_TJSl nary people oi Pakistan 
who are already suffering 
the effects of inffation which this 
year on suhsidiv d products alone, is 
expected to reach 15% /Is one west 
ein observe I commented 'Tn the 
end Zia*s Government might not be 
brought down bv political lepressian, 
but by sheet economics The situation 
now IS bad ind next year it will be 
a lot worsr By the middle of 1980 
Zia might find that martial law >r 
not the peopk* will be out on the 
streets ’ 

Foi nil his stres' on the econom't 
Pioblems Zia has to find some suit 
of political programme as well 
General eleciions in November 
would almost certainly have result* d 
In victon for Zulfikar Ah Bhutto’s 
Pakistan People's Party now led by 
his widow the Bc*giim Nusral ancl 
his diughter Brnacii Although 
the PPP wis banned from partidpa 
ting dlrectl because it failed to 
apply for registration, there was 
bttle doubt that its candidates yvould 
have stood elthei as Independents, or 
behind the cloak of one of the tiny 
and uungnificant parties which had 
registered, and which would have 
been content to have the PPP’s 
guarantee ot giving them three or 
four seats 

A PPP victory was not a result 
Zu wanted to face But his cancella 
tion of the eleeXions was sparked by 
one otbei fact as well despite its 
public pronouncements, the Pakistan 
National Alliance (PNA) hacl told 
Zia privately that they would boy 
cott the November 17 polls The PNA 
was simply not learfy to contest 
PNA Jradcr Maulaiia Mufti Mah 
mud urged Za to postpone the elec 
tions unt.i Match 

Zia replied ' W» II you make the 


gnnonneement The Mufti refusea, interim civilian administiation yvas 
end Zia accused the PNA of wanting in an extremely exposed position, 
to ride on the shouldeis of the mih In the past although there have 
j I- impoitant difference's of opi 

bam the Mufti "Your shoulders nion senioi officcis have been pre 
are strongei than ours pared to sink these ra^cr than risk a 

So although the PNA was publicly split in the military Pakistan’s Army 
urging Zia to go ahead wiih the takes piide in the lart that it has 
Noveinbei poll, and totally rejected never had a coup against itself. Once 
the idea of elections still later in Zu becomes a ciyiliaii, however, he 
the year this posture* was not being has no such protertioii and laiist 
reflected in private talks Zia then rely for political suivival on his 
decided to call the whole thing off, links with his suca-ssor This null 
and try to start again — this tim«, tai' support will almost certainly be 
wnth tough martial law But when oit e ‘lesults only ' basis whatevei 
should he go alter that’ Zia is led to btliive at the begin 

For some time, Zia has been nnder uing If the* economii situation Jet** 
•pressure from his senior military iiorates fuithrt oi the pohtital rest 
relleagues to distance the Army lessness oi the pc'opie spills out onto 
from the direct heat of the pohtical the streets, the Aimy will be able 
fuinace This would ot course, have to cast the civilian Zia adrift with 
been accomplished had elections been an easy mind and try another solu 
held But when they ywrc indetinite tion * * 



Zia an unrertam future 


ly postponed the mibtarj faced the 
unhappv prospc*ct of being in the 
political saddle for months perhaps 
years longer and worse lelng there 
during a period of tension am! «a> 
nomic dek'iioration 
Zia was corfronted with two mam 
alternatives One wa> that he could 
announce general elections iut some 
time next year — pc i haps March, 
perhaps latei when the PNA were 
actuaUv reanv to contest, and when 
be felt more certain ol being able to 
curb the power of thi PPP. 
The other was to resign fiom the 
Army and attempt to govern Pakis 
tan as a 'uviban presiw'nt , with 
military backing foi Zia this would 
he a gamble with serious piisonat 
risks If he took it it would mean 
that a return to an elected civilian 
governroc nl was nution illy anything 
between two iiid live yeais away 
But It v»nul(' al o mi in that Zia's 


Zia has made no secret of the fact 
that the quesliot^il his own future 
is lonstantiv us nis mind The time 
foi decisiun he says might be be 
fore the end ot the yeai, or else m 
Febiuary wlien his teim a Chief 
of Stall expiies I!< has Alrc'adi ex 
tended this oiic'e twyond the normal 
thiec* vcai teim and he did not think 
be would do it again 

"The finu i^, coming when I have 
to deride what should be* the iutuie 
structui' ly-iause ymi can’t perpe 
tuatc the inaitiiil law legime for 
evet ’ Zia said lecriilly "You can’t 
have the Chief ol Army Staff run 
iiing the louiitiy fotever Soonei or 
idtei you have to take « decision as 
to what should be the form of future 
government in I'lkistan 

Rut Zid lit tin iiiomc nt does not 
s«*em to have i blueprint foi Pakis 
tan flc is living il not from day to 
day then fioin *niintli to month lie 
says he has i loh ol wotk to do and 
the ’fire (it Islam’ burns in hla 
breast Net if /la does opt for tlic 
"civilian president’ solution he will 
have to gather around him malleable 
civiban politicians and foirn a gov 
ernment - perhaps iven a political 
Party - of "national unity*' Preli 
mmary approaches foi thi> have 
already been made to seketed pob 
tidans 

Those invited to loin would In 
elude representatives of centriat 
Partk's such a. it tired Ali Marshal 
Asgbar Khan of the lehiik-edstiqlal, 
Pir Pagara oi the Pakistan Muslim 
league tcigethei with some* rightists 
and even a few "nianageabk**’ left 
fists of the PPP like Bhutto's lormer 
Finann* Mimstei Abdul Hafeer Pii 
lada 

Somr ot the politidans are under 
stood to have made it tleai to Zia 
they would only take part if he first 
resigned fiom the Army The timiny, 
of the formation of a "national gov 
ernment’ - il this is the cjption /la 
chooses — will probably be some 
time during th«* ficst cuiarler ol next 
year lor Pakistan 1960 will be a 
year fcaught with diffirulties and 
Angers and in th» contusion as the 
old year diaws to a close the only 
thing which seems ckar Is that, 
whatever he chooses to do this time 
7ia will have to ff-t re suits ■ 


SUNDAY SPECIAL 


Seizure of the 
Grand Mosque 

Who could haw done It 7 _ 

By ASHISH RAJADHYKSHA 


f f 

the very first iodice 
vw |joQ |w lomething was 
wrong ahttwhen I arriv 
ed for my^aur Namaz 

_(first prayer) in Uie mom 

lag and found the doors of the Grand 
Mosoue dosed Only the Malik Ab¬ 
dul Astz Babul Malik Gate was open 
partly so I tried to enter It was then 
that I beard gunshots" And so, in a 
startliM move, on the 9tb IHlhaJ (or 
November 20) an estimated SOO un 
identified men wielding revolvers, 
sub-machine guns and knives occu 
pled the Grand Mosque of Mecca 
and held at many u a hundred hojis 
hostage (or three days Proclaiming 
Islamic freedom and demandina the 
switching off of the radio. Tv and 
abolition of tales girls in tte shops of 
Mecca as anti Islamic, they never 
tbekw committed the ultimate nacTi 
lege, For the first time in history, 
the Tawaf was stopped and the Safa 
Marwab closed to the religious hajis 


during the period of the pilgnnufe 
The extremists held out for a rail 
two weeks and when the last of 
them were killed or caiAured, the 
toll was 60 Sandl soldiers and 75 
extremists Mlled. 

Kazi Amin and Maulana Ziauddin 
Bukhari, among the first eyewit 
nesses to land In Bombay on Nov 
ember V remember that the first 
indication of things not going nor 
malbi was when after salaam at S 30 
am to indicate the completion of 
the morning prayer, a group of peo 
pie wearing dark jhabbes entered to 
rapture the microphone This micro¬ 
phone is, during this period of the 
pilnimage connected with the Voice 
of Islam Mecca station, and the very 
first announcement made over it 
was that the Imam Mehdi had am 
ved The Imam Mehdi is the twelfth 
Imam who Is by legend to appear 
before the Shiahs to "show them 
the way a dav before ‘Kayamat’ or 


the end of the world,” says Bukhari 
"When this announcement was 
mode, the first reaction was one of 
tatonlshnient and then a wild exul- 
titlon from the hajis. The ranerai 
reaction was anything but what it 
rnmnld have been if the reality was 
known” 

The reality was soon known when 
In front of Anun, the uninformed 
doorkeeper was shot with a rifle by 
a man at the foot of the tall balcony 
anrronndlng the oentnl balL ”No 
crime or vwlenoe has ever been com 
mittod in the mosque” since it was 
built, says Kazi Amin "That, if any 
thing, was whas shook the hajis Into 
Ike reality of the situatMn”. 

An estunated SO 600 people in the 
Mosqur (it has a total capacity of 
300,(XK)) began clamouring (or exit, 
and many of them managed to make 
their way out through small Jails 
(concrete meshings} onto the pave¬ 
ment outside "We saw a mao wea 
ring the traditkHuil Arab jhaUia 
aa^ng 'mammnu' or stay away and 
brandlshiag a revolver, but we Igno 
red him and kept running He didn't 
do anything to us We never expec 
ted him to, so strong was our con 
nction that no Muslim would kill In 
the precincts of the mosque" How 
ever, Amin, who managed to make 
hlf escape around 12 30 am after 
five hours with the intruders recalls 
aeefng blood on the roads "It was 
possibly because one of the hajis had 
suffered a wound from the guns that 
were trained outside through the 
doors at the ^audi polin and Saudi 










Guards Army that had anivad-wfth- 
iB tha hour. By afternoon tbare was 
eoBtiaiwd ftrlog that could ha heard 
vraa trom a distance, and the police 
had clamped a total curtew around 
tha mosque’*. He recalls having to 
show his passport as many as four 
ttaBas to nie police before ne nana 
gad to make his way to his room 
fust a block away from the mosque. 

The confusion was confounded bv 
tha fact that many of the ‘umra’ <ii 
Imr haJIs were actually wearing 
the dress of the guntotJng men. and 
ware captured by the pilgrims belie 
ring them to be with the oocupiers 
By the time they were released and 
the actual gang identified, and b\ 
the time Uie actual aowd had 
lessened from those leaving through 
tha jalis, there were only a few hun- 
^d left, according to Bukhari, 
naae wan tha men who were held 
hoataae for three days, 
and Anally released. **The intruders, 
iaaliy Muslims and .subject to the 
same laws of the mosque as anyone 
else, must have realised their grave 
•in*’, Bukhari reasons. ‘‘Otherwise 
how do you explain the fact that the 
men who are now in the mosque, 
completely surrounded and with no 
hope, released the only people who 
formed their means of bargaining 
with the army’*’ 

This religious inhibition of fitting 
pitched battles within the premses of 
so holy a place as the Kiiabah was 
what held the Saudi Army from o-n- 
tering immediately, according to the 
pilgrims. It was only after 24 hours, 
and discussions with the Imam of 
Mecca as to the religious options 
open to the armv that the order to 
rush the mosque was givin—this to 
rescue the hajis that were believed 
to be atlU in danger. Around this 
time the electriaty and water sup 

r ily for the pumps that draw watei 
rom wells was switched oA. The 
entreuebed occupiers were seen try¬ 
ing to draw water with the help of 
crude buckets. They retreated to the 
hasement or ‘haun’. This used to 
formerly be a set of rooms for the 
men who were hutlding the mosque, 
but it was later formed into the coi 
ridor where the ‘uwaf’ or seven 
diakkart are performed today. That 
Is where the men actually were 
Rcaalts ot interrogations by the 
Saudi Police have not been disclosed, 
•ays Amin, barring the fact that all 
the men have bMn recognised as 
Saudis. 

Tha Brst rumoui that went dying 
through Mecca was that the men 
were Iranians, recalls Bukban 
“Voioe of America announced on the 
21st morning that ’the Grand Mosque 
of Medina was taken over by armed 
Iranians’. They later corrected then 
statement about it not being Medina 
but Mecca, but stuck to tneir pre¬ 
mise tbat the men were Inuuaas” 

In direct retaliation the Iranians in 
Macca, who bad earlier put up huge 
potters in Urdu saying ’Allah is great 
and Khomeini is our Ishualc leader*, 
accused the Americans of having 
•poBSored an attack and blamed the 
Iraaiaas so as to discredit Uiem tn 
the ayes of the Muslim world. "Pev 


pte didn't know what to think", soys 
the MauUma. "Eveiyuae was taJUng, 
j»nd the air was rife with romour. 
n* mosque is absolutely in the cen 
tre of the town, end It It nomuUy 
an Inteuely crowded place, -nie day 

*". 11 *?.*****®®*^ 't'®* absolute bell, 

until ue police came and evacuated 

i* ’**** after the 

Saudis arrested some of the men 
and announced them to he men of 
the same country that doubts were 
set at rest". 

It is now quite clear that despite 
‘•Jf.. >n*e^tlonallsalion of the issut 
(vVnen Khomeini announced fron' 
Teheran^ that the Americans weiv* 
tiehind it. the result in Mecca was 
?“* ,9f '«>*ense angei) it is m all pro 
babibty a matter of dissidents with¬ 
in the country rebelling against the 
ruling royal family. Kino lUialid has 
rame down heaVilv on the men. and 
it is being freely conceded that when 
they are routed out they will fa<» 
execution. Opinions among eyewit- 
nesses revolve around the fact that 
many of them belong to an extre¬ 
mist Shia sect- trying to replace the 


"corrupt" regime, of Khaiid with the 
recognition of their Imam 
Some of them had worn Bedoain 
emtames to indijate that they were 
willing to die. rinoe the costume is 
assooated with funeral rituals. The 
fact that Crown Prince Fahd was 
personallv taking part In the battles 
and diiwriing the soldiers at Mecca, 
also tends to strengthen the feeling 
that the nbellion Is largely an anti- 
royal family one, possib^ the spear- 
"''® . underground move¬ 

ment in Saudi Arabia. When the Anal 
surrender rtf the extremists came. 

identlAed as belonging to 
the Otaiba tribe which had fouiAt 
former King Abdul Axit 

»«ni$ it up thus: 
whatever 
represent they have 

M ^ sympathy 

of the entire Muslim population of 

thf Z®** *®i ^i«>beying 

y*® ^y***”^ no. violence at the Haiar 
Awat. ‘They rinaed and gra 

velv so. May A.A have mercy on 

Sp^sZm" ^ ‘*®‘*‘* *® 
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**We now have two good things of life<-« 
hut don*t quite know what to do with 

the second one** 

•says Mrs. Pasha* Librarian, 

Account holder. Hyderabad Branch. 

A true story on how you too can build up 
your fortune like Mrs. Pasha 
on Indian Bank’s Reinvestment Plan. 


* When w«qot inifd both 
of Us bemq music loveis we 
fell we mu.*!! h,»v«‘ oiio stereo 
set So the wedciuiq mft 
money we put m i .sjh*c'ki 1 
SI henit- f i\ M yi ii* And i 
Ve,u ifier liidt we j ut >n a 
subst.intMl i.uni lu * arneci 
>. ri (omn.ij.. ion n the same 
•^ch* me vni 1 u n ye ti t< tm 
I he lu*-! M henu ni vluted 
and we bou*.]ht I'Ul I’tese 
I a.st veir the sfsiaid ''ne 
n.jtuied »nd we bought <i 
recoiu! hauci v ai S' wt now 
h ive tW4) < 7 oi>d thin t of 
life - bii* don 1 (juile 
wh »t to d, »ith the se4. <->t i 
one with the pti 'e of pehol 
Ix’imt wh It It li, to lav' 


BmoAt by Mrs Pasha's 
axpexionco 

TiiVe the initiative like Mrs 
Pas ha See the Braiioh 
Manaqei of youi noaiest 
Ind an B<uik the best person 
to advise vou 

Indian Bank's 10 money - 
making achamos 

a Ke?nves>mient PI ina Cash 
C'tutificate a Petiiement Plan 
a Recui i mg Deposit a Tiny 
Depobit a Fixed Deposit 
a Arja'ithv'i nepo^-it aS.iv» 
Fi't youi-hieme Srfieno 
a Foteum Ciiiien-’v Non 
lesident Avt oun’ a b ivma'- 
Account 


• The identilie<i dI the persons have 
been deliberately concealed for 
the Bake of decree y 

A 

Indian Bank 

helps build 
your fortune 

11 Rata)) Koad Madiaa 61)0 001 
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complete batsman should 
never be beaten' 


Zaheer Abbas, the Pakistani run machine tells HARESH MUNWANI 


A LITl'LE above half of Zaheer 
** Abbas'a 2.460 runs in S3 Teats— 
1.2S7 to be exact—^have come in 
^ely seven innings The nemaming 
1,203 runs have come in as many as 
52 innings Zaheer, who i< eon 
sidered the best offside player in the 
game explained this Intriguing 
phenomenon “I am a man of ex 
tremes I never seem to piay m 
limits ” And all of a sadden this 
man who has super<human batting 
powers sounded quite human during 
a discussion sve had a tew days 
before the farst India Pakistan Test 
of the current senes 

“As a young boy 1 had gone to see 
a match in Karachi 1 was sitting iii 
t^ geneidl stand which was i>*xt to 
the VJP enclosuie. Ahmuddin, oni 
of the players was returning to the 
pavihon and the crowd was tlapp.nL 
twrybody stood up and that incluil 
ed the generate, politiaans and all 
the other dignitasies I was stunned 
W the respect Alimuddin was get 
ting Thai scene is still etched in 
my mind,” Zaheer said "That’s 
wiwn I raised mj hands to Allah and 
asked that 1 should be blessed with 
a almilar talent That was tne spark 
to my hfe as a Test cricketer 1 felt 
if there was so much respect in 
being a cncketer I should be plstyinc 
this game ’ 

*T was the eldest son among five 
pothers and one sister and my 
father was veiy keen that I become 
a doctor Like m India, medicine 
was considered to be a dignified pro 
tession In Pakistan 1 was introduced 
w the gaow b> my friend Ghulam 
Abbas and at that time I didn I 
think of playing Test mcket M> 
father gave me permission because 
he law the respect a cncketer received 
end my enthusiasm for it I climbed 
the ladder slowly by the hard hours 
1 put In" Zaheer added "At that 
Ume I aaw players hkc Hanif 
Mohammed, Kohan Kanhai and Gan 
Smiers and I learnt from them but 
^rnvlae I did a lot of self 

learning 

“1 »*de my ^but for Pakistan in 
1870 agalnat New Zealand and I 
toured England the next year. A lot 
Of critics had said that I would fail 
fl?*' due to my faulty tech 

SiS^v^**"** the ^cklift 

J2L. “ot 

ironi iecondtHp as in roost caiei 1 

* a* I Waa deter- 

274 at Birmingham, everyona 
CBaafod his opinion as far as my 



batting was conceincil Put T knew 
that I had to achieve a lot nioic to 
prove to myself that I could b< .n 
good as anybody else After this 
knock I did a lot of planning which 
I am sure has hc-1ped me to reach 
where. I am today ’ 

Zaheei remembers ‘Strangely 
enough when I got that double cen 
tury I was calk-d a strong on side 
player Some experts even went to 
the extent of calbng me the best on 
side player since Peter May After 
that because bewiers filt that I wan 
fond of roakinit strokes on the leg 
side they started arlacking my off 
stump So I leaint tn make shots on 
the offside ^eneially batsmen are 
naturally strong on the leg Also 
the chances of youi getting out 
while making strokes on the off side 
are quite a lit But if sou are play 
mg cricket today where everything 
IS professional whcic a bowler is 
going to pack the held with sev n 
fielders on one side you have got to 
be prohaent on both sides Other 
wise you are finished As a result I 
developed a strong repertoire of 
strokes which I could make on either 
side of the wicket You can’t survive 
In International ciicket by making 
strokes on one side only As far as 
1 am concerned t can make shots 
everywhere but people iniiat I am a 
strong off-side player’ 

In cricket good eve sight is etsen 
tial There have been very few 
great cricketers who have worn 
■pectactas and Zaheer is one of them 


-* He said ''Because I was aware of ny 
? handicap I woriied harder With the 
a grace of god 1 have been aUe te 
; overcome my handionp” 

% If you ever wt/tdb Zabeer be^ 
» yop’ll notMT that when he wenta to 
. play bock he iiuttncUvely ahufflea 
his left foot forward first and then 
goes back What is the reason T 
UucA It not'get him in to pioblems 
when playing the quickei balto 
Zaheer shot oack "1 developed this 
habit without realising it People 
have pointed this out to me but it’s 
too late now — to do anylblog about 
it 1 myself don't know why I do 
It Against quick bowling I tend to 
rely on mv eveaigbt t tant aav if 
this habit has done more harm than 
{lood to my batting A'l 1 ran sav 
IS that I have learned to live with 
ft" 

What is his idea of a complete 
batsman^ Zaheer lepiied "He should 
nevei be beaten The ball ihould not 
even rap him on the pad Only then 
can you call him a complete bata 
man No bowler should be able to 
get him out * Is there any batsman 
who comes up to this mark in the 
international aiena Zaheer oaid 
without a moment’s delay "Sunil 
Gavaskat ll< is a gieat batsman 
His only fault is that as he is uri 
marih o defensive player he makes 
runs at a slow rate and today crowds 
want quick runs But otberwiae 
Sunii 15 a master ' 

As fai as his career was conoerneri 
Zaheei said “After getting that 274 
in 1971 I toured New Zealand and 
Australia with the Pakistan team I 
failed miserablv on that tour In 
fact I have nevir scored runs 
against New Zealand My every eo 
counter with New Zealand has hren 
Jinxed The reason why I failed was 
because the conditions were so 
different I was nut used to them 
Besides there was too much top 
class cricket being played In fart 
1 was such a big flop that I would 
call that my wor^t performance But 
then I did some self examination and 
improv'-d by patting In real hard 
work 1 started playing foi Clonces 
ter country in 1972” 

Zahec-r Abbas at 32 is a fun loving 
person The leaton "If you are 
enjoying your game and gening 
I uni everything around you locdcs 
nice Your success In the game is 
reflected in your life But If you 
don't get runs you feel depreased 
It's alT a qu«*li<tn of mentany feel 
ing up to It ’ • 

DB 





'T*HC affiir that rodied tbe 
I ladiutrjr. with iu dar¬ 
ing and dehance of kodal 
codes — tbe ZmatiMaiav 
Khan romance, baa been 
declared cloaed, by tbe two 
partiLs concern^ rfainga 
had been bappening towards 
this inevitabks end even 
before the alleged light took 
piaic between Sanjay and 


Zeenat Sanjay waa akmly 
realtsing the iniuatice he 
bM wrongbt on bis wue 
and cbiUrco, claim aouroea 
close to tbe Khans The 
many arguments and tifla 
be used to have with Zeenat 
only hastened the pace to 
thmr hnal bseak-up Zeenat 
looks like she has surfaced 
from a nerve-breakmg 


Santoy and /ertiaf 


ii>ere the day* 




nightmare In the barg^ 
she has lost a lot of tmght 
She IS bacic to work, fight¬ 
ing fit and ready to face 
the onslaught of preasures. 
Sanjay is back to hia home 
and family and busy get^ng 
his him Abdultoh readied 
a happier and wisei 
man 

A nother actress, Par 
vem Baht, is said to 
have succumb^ to the 
mental strain put on her 
to a broken love affair with 
Kahtr Bnft. And instead 
of finding solace on the 
ahouiders of friend Maheah 
Bbatt, ahe Just seems to 
have broken down The 
latest storiea about her 
Inciuding tbe one that her 
twenty-cidd producers are 
nearly bemg pushed to¬ 
wards a breakdown them 
aelvea, say that she has 
been moved out of Ootv 
where she had to undergo 
treatment and Is now some 
where near Bangaioie 
Folks are thirsting lor the 
time she comes back to 
Bombay Poor Parveen 
the teems to be in no 
hurry 

A NJU MAHENDRU who 
went through a trouble 
some period in her married 
iite with imtKis’ Khan, stems 
to have settled down once 
more She never used to 
wake up betorg 12 midday, 
beiore the was married and 
in h(*r mammaas homi it 
was surprising to see her 
vmartl) turned out as al 
ways one eailv morning 
around 9 30 sitting beside 
hubbiu^ nose buried in a 
inagaunc, as they shot by m 
a idi Good news that she 
ha« (hanged habits of ber 
maiho and renewed faith m 
a nearly floundering man- 
I i^ga- 

J OINING tbe wig brigade 
lately is none other 
than Ponlubit Sohiu. Th( 


S ABG4M atilt coptinui > 
to be the hit amoag 
recent lekeaMS. It is 
one of Umm trplehl Uu 
which either 
becanae at its rotchy 
auoga, or made Ms good 
toM oven cotchier to 

t he own sueceH 

I Aoncr 

to Bto^wer^ tMs 



Attjtt Mohendru 


veteran Raaj Kumar should 
feel no longer lonely now 
or awkward, as be did in 
his own time, having no one 
to keep turn company Has 
kesh Roshan Sanieev 
Kumar, the two others who 
have biron fixed with wigs 
— Raakesb weara one 
permanently, Sanjeev tains 
It off after and between 
shootings Now Panksfait 
whose looks are suffering 
because of the bad, unsuit 
able style of the wig he <s 
spurting for his films is 
the latest contender He 
should get himself a bettc-i 
one. instead of the very 
obvious, unkempt looking 
mop thatched on his pate 
making him look like 
Panksmt’s stand in ' 

S OMEBODY remarked 
that the Pnthvi Work 
shop Shashi Kapoors 
diamatic theatre at Juhu, 
has one major defe<t, It 
has an air-canditionmg plant 
that works on the lines of 
a deep-freeae one A good 
suggestion is to carry a 
pullover and woolbes to 
help blood circulation — 
that way Bombayites would 
also be able to wear and 
show of their woollens — 
which never get a break 
fiom (upboaras and 
inothbalLs ' 

4n<l It IS a real p l> if 
tin stuiv IS tiue that 
the <hi«f -irchiterl of 
PiUhvi Jemdftr Kapoor 
Shashi’s wife, does no Ion 
gtr go near tbe theatre 
she had designed atUi the 
dreams and dictates of her 
hi art Reason * It is 
bang opposite bhabaoa 
Aimis house at Juhu — 
after the recent tension 
Shabana caused in the lives 
of Shashi and Jennifer if 
the rumour is true it is 
natural she would stay 
away tbe proud and dignt 
fled lady that ahe tt ■ 














KHAAS BAAT 


liTBILE shooting for 
VV Mono Mv Dattmn m 
a city hotel dcticss itttpnua 
was seen sitting bored 
with a large towel around 
her shoulders Was she 
wearing a dress with the 
plunging nerklinr, trustiated 
voyeurs wondered The 
moment a photographer 
asked her for a roupk of 
poses, she threw away the 
Urge towel and (kstroyed 
the illusion The dress she 
was wearing was hardly 
‘revealing' Ma> be she 
has become prudish all of 
a sudden, somebody re 
marked Jalal Agha, look 
ing all grey and white, 
dropped in to sav hello to 
Kamaiahasan and they 
traded a few lokes But 
Snpriya diose to be by 
hcrsefl Probably she's too 
pieotxnipied with the bu 
Wits she’s producing Her 
lurk> direitor Durai is 
handling Marta My Darltny 
in which Kamaiahasan plays 
a smuggiei who struggles 
to change himself but can 
not Kamal and '•npriya 
failed in Martyala vadni- 
yam but Marta My Darltag 
is considered to be safe 
subject So say Kamaiaha 
san and the distributors 

M LERA, please give up 
feeling bitter t*ive up 
seif pitying You know you 
were quite efaamung m 
Patbat Mttnml As the 
cridixt crazy girl, you stole 
the show And youi shots, 
showing you collerting 
autographs from big cric 
keters, arc all over the 
town tn fact, you’ve got 
more publiaty than heroine 
&«ema So hereafter don't 

g o aiound tilling the world 
ow difficult It’s to get good 
1 roles You’ve proved that 
^ you don't have lo be a aex 
bomb and strip every mmute 
to keep the audiences 
Interested in you 

S INCE iUtmaiabatan has 
grabbed ReMa to play 
the Rad m Muendum Kama 
other established stars are 
trying to import "bigger” 
ttars A Telugu falmmaker 
has sent feelers to Zeenot 
And an offer may be made 
to Parvam. Well, Zeenat 
and Parveea, though not the 
darlmgs ot Madras produ 
oars, are slowly gettmg 
more Hindi assimments 
here Zeenat is In JoMlua 
a him being made Iv 
i^Telngu star Kiiahna, and 
Barveen has a tug role in 
Devai 5 Do Aur Do Poonch 
though Hema Maiini is the 



heroine But they aren’t 
sun it they 11 accept 
assignmints in local 
languages 

E’S a chameleon, his 
adaptibility is remark 
able Ihe chameleon is 
the upcoming Iclugu star 
NtUaaa I’ratad And direc 
tui Bapu IS paying tiibutes 
to him in actor produrci 
Vuayachander s Telegu film 
Rajadt Raju Prasad plays 
satan Thi film is a modem 
day parable of Ifae piudigal 


son ' 1 am lucky to get 
many good artistes to wink 
m my films, and Nutana 
Prasad is one of the most 
giited” says director Bapu 
The actor can improvise 
quite a bit and is least 
worried about what charactei 
he plays from a roueh 
yillain to sophisticated col 
lege student any role u wcl 
come says Prasad Fhes 
plans have proved that 
neither the length of the 
role nor the nature really 



'T'HE presence of /Uitbi 
I and SboMa m P, 
Mndhavaa'a drama ot 
domestic discord Vaa 
Ittkku Veadu Vosappoeb 
turned out to be a tame 
affair l^oba was 
deUghtful in Madhtvu’s 
UtEnt Poddtgdl which 
was atleast move enter¬ 
taining 

In Andhra, Sndavt 
ooBtiniRS to be in hot 
demand if Javaprodha 
■» the lavourMe heroine 
of *'aeaier” heroce Uim 
N T Rama Rao, Kriahaa 
and Sboban Rahu vie 


for Sridevi She has 
atleast a doaea Telugu 
filnu with Shobao or 
Krishna as her hero. In 
Tamil, Kaaialabasan 
fonunuea to be her 
favounie ’ movie fans 
flooldn^ etand them In 
Neata Matargal but who 
remembers that iU fated 
venture enywu? It'a 
the silver iubiwe yt 
Kolyana Aaman whldi 
Bverybody it seeing over 
and over agaio Sarat 
Babu is ani^r hero 
wbo'a belAg ianreasingK 
paired with Sridevi in 
filma 


» matter, he aaya with e 
% confident eir 

C HARVHASAN. Kamala- 
hasan'a elder brother, 
wbo'a a lawyer, has sminif 
a scdid surpriae in Vtlun 
Poohal by bis superb per* 
formance as a dejected, 
worryini father whoae self- 
dignftv imi't dead as yeL 
The film is drawing ewellett 
crowds m its eighth week. 
And Charuhasan Is gettlog 
plum character roles but 
he cannot accept many he 
saya As he’s busy orgaots- 
ing several things for nis 
brother and he’s also ia 
charge of Kamal’s own film 
Rtna Pdnm*- "He hecame 
an actor by aoddrnt", says 
'Uthm PooMC’ director 
'He bad a minor ucadent 
and during the forced hlber 
nation, he didn't shave I 
saw his face and decided 
On the spot that he’ll fit 
into my nhn” 

S HORTLY to be released 
u Yugbumdar, the 
IVIugu remake ol Don 
featuring N T Rama Rso. 
Inside reports say that he 
has come out with a 
sober (for once) peiform- 
ance within the lestrictad 
iraiiM'work of Ihe snipt 
Still going strung m Andhia 
Rama Rao has this mira¬ 
culous power to come up 
dc'Pite solid flops now and 
then His own film &ri 
Rama PaHabhuhtkam, in 
which ho did five rolas, was 
lust a humble affair 

S VIAIUA has reasons to 
Im* happy with the 
model ate surc'e.ss in her 
new release Adukkumalli 
r,ery single film of hers 
that was relea.sed aftci her 
mairlagc did miserably, 
particularly Poonthaltr 
though It was directed by 
her fayourites, Devaraj* 
Mohan and starred the 
deprmdable hero Sivakumar 

S ARAUl IS gettmg meaty 
rt)le< these days 
(Aiectcn Bapu, whose movies 
show even actresses like 
Voaisn in enchanting moods, 
has signed Parade for two 
of hes films Among them 
o RojocU Rojic a film made 
by VJiavchandtr the man 
who struck a goldmine by 
makmg a full length Telugu 
film on the hfc of C^hiiat 
Ibe veteran actress is 
IcKilung f 01 ward to the 
release of Ivor a Malayalani 
film being directed by I. 

V Sa»i Seenia plays hei 
daughtpt in tha* film 

PIOUSJI 





3 bc dlacbogrop^ dimes 


By going electronic 
Yenkay*8 Tachograph is now 
tongher, more accurate and more 
efficient than ever before 



r< Ti j At h t A 
ti till) [Hi nrwt tiat 
pr I it I udf < re rds 
I I nti 1 nictotnei t 


Th» latest atectronic teehao- 
of tlia Qaarts clock 
OB It that way 

Y<*nk<*> I i h > )i ij fi IS ii >w 
HqUlLJ'Pti w ih !M* «<■ ut t ) 
reuetbilitv an 1 1 a |) lu M uin 
quait/tt''hnola n itH ijni’ol 
twwotllov»'j t ' .tfl svipon I ♦> 
to the 'onventi ui unthini ai 
tn weme'it 
Lass waav aad teas 
Fhio means \ our 1 < h i ti q J an 
now wtthrtui i tlie m * b»*vt if> 
vibi Jti 111* III t sho V‘ »hi*(. ■’UI 
liiMiKi t iidit on* on 
h.tii in hiqhw i\ s ind i a i. 

The ♦‘loi ti 1.1 r n i 'r» ils 
lesis'srtiiy Ml'}*'- n thi v*>hi it s 
t*l«< trua'<»\ *0111 


OM 4«91 


bo vt u can now looV fo> waid tc 
ifvlu old wn'imo tower ropaus 
le mainten ince cr st and n 
much km lei mamtenan o cycle 
High aecttsacy 
rtio o octioruc '■U' k nil w i time 
11 I dmqs < n the T ich-’' jt aph 
c h I i 1 1 be a i" ui ite la t <qa% 
to 1 '1 |CWT> Wlk all w 
LCD ovarspaad iadicatioa 
Iillenovveu ti I I h qr-ij h 
tit V tspiodir^' Cl nlimp 
iMi t 11 I d 1 V ill til* ’ •’uttmq 
P •) to which hi II naleiib!/ 

I 11 JO’ 1 to tl in ho 111 1 lishiane i 
I iilb inJ r i‘u. I h nnkos \>'o 
ft tl n 0 i e • 1 V Mil mj 
mil iti tl ill '* ’a-’li il lo 
Msw, aasy to>sUp chart 
fho 1 a S'! ji«{ h u w has a fool 
tir n f s ip lof I av tern for a now 
kinl hchart 


Rs 13,000 saviag par vsklela, 
par yaar 

All these impioved featutes are 
more reason lo fit every 
commercial vehicle with the 
7 dchoqi aph 

r xj enences of maj ir transport 
undeitakmqs reveal that the use 
ot the Tac hoqiaph can yield 
s ivmqs of as hiqh as Rs 13 000 
per vehicle j ei yeai' 

W 1 ite for a detailed pamphlet to 



Inturnational 
Instrumnnts Ltd. 

140 HosurRoad 
Bangalora-560034 













VARIETY 


Sunday vyeek 


THia WMk tht Sun, Mercury and Neptune ere In Scorpio Venus is In SagHtarius and Kethu atone is in Aouerius 
Ratiu, Jupiter and Mars are conjoined in Loo Saturn is in Virgo and Uranus Is In Lbra The Moon will be throuoh 
Leo, Virgo and Libra from Cancer ** 


e AMES (March 21 — 
April 20) You will score 
notable success In bust 
ness and financial 
affairs On the whole 
this will be a period of steady 
progress on almost all fronts This 
phase Is favourable for negotla 
ting matrimonial alliances and en¬ 
tering new business contracts Do 
not be afraid to take reasonable 
risks A valuable new friendship 
may develop You may have to 
undertake a long journey Qood 
datee: 14 and 15 Lucky num¬ 

bers: 4 and 6 Favourable diraetton: 
South 

r: TAURUS (April 21 — 

t . ' May 22) You wilt gain 

1 a tot through secret-sour- 

^ ' oes and associations 
' Business wit* continue 
to prosper Those In authority will 
favour you to no end Do not be 
shy to 88k favours from influential 
people The domestic scene will 
remain a source of Joy and happi¬ 
ness Keep in touch with your old 
friends Speculation Is likely to pay 
A good week for sportsmen A shod 
Journey Is forecast Qood da^ee. 9 
1 14 and 15 Lucky numbers' 3 
and 6 Favourable direcdop West 

' '.r OBMINI (May 22 - 

(( wiek at 

least one good oppoi- 
^ , rrj tunty will present Itself 
' * Baize this opportunHy 

with both hands A secret love affair 
or assochdlon is likely to come to a 
sudden end Weigh carefully the 
consequences of every action On 
the financial front you will achieve 
notab'a success Womenrolk s'e 
llkaty to buy costly sads and orna¬ 
ments Qood dates: 13 14 and 15 
Lucky numbers 6 and 9 Fevoundtla 
dboolloii: North 


CANCER (June 22 — 

July 22) Although your 
recent problems win 
graduslly cease to 
worry you minor oh 
slielos will keep you busy On 
the business or the financial front 
you will meet plenty of opposition 
Oo not make any changes in your 
original plans An old person of 
the opposite sex will prove very 
troublesome Use your courage and 
enterprise to overcome difficulties 
Check extrsveoeni tendencies Oeod 
dMes: 12 13 end 15 Lucky num- 
bere' i and B Fevourabie direm 
Nenei South and West 


LEO (Jufy 22 — August 

22) You should be pro- 
t paied to meet plenty of 

OjfcSsv opposition particularly 

from an old person of 
the opposite sex Business associ¬ 
ates mpy prove to be annoying but 
you cannot afford <o lose your 
temper Minor losses on the finan 
cial front is forecast An unexpect¬ 
ed upheaval on the domestic front 
may leava you very unhippy Cun- 
eult friends and elders before taking 
an Important decision Good dates: 
10, 11, 13 and 14 Luciqr numbers; 
2 and 6 Favourabla direeikm: West 

i JIROO (August 23 — 

>W)\ I Ssptsmbsr 22) This 

kTsS,^ ^ *®®'‘ w*" *>'’•''9 success 

tin > and happiness especi 

ally through your 

aaaoelates Businessmen will enter 
Into Dfw contracts Voiii hopes will 
be realised You will have no 
domestic ptoblems home will qo n 
fbr new loans Othwrwl,o youi 

prospects are cxcelleni Try to keep 
away from betlinq and bed com 
pany Check extravagant lendoncios 
and keep your bosses In good 
humour Qood datee 9 to 12 and 
14 Lucky numbers 2 and 7 Fav^ 
ourable dbeelion West 

/_n ^ * LIBRA (September 22 
" October 22) Make 
\ '’tf the most o' the stellar 
I tii vibrat one now operat 
Ing In your favour 
Your financlai position win improve 
and a generally favourable week is 
foreckat A new unsual friendship 
is probable A memorable week for 
thoee Interested In arts and liters 
ture Seek the advice of elders be¬ 
fore making any changes Good 
Mae: 12 U ana 14 Lucky num- 
baia: 1 and 5 Favourable direo 
Bon: Watt 

r-, r SCORPIO (October 22 
— November 21) Con- 
“-ant' ’ wffve your flnanclel re 
^ , j aourees end recent 
* gains This week Is not 
good for business Parfners and 
spouses will play an except onally 
big part Is your business affairs 
Some will bring gain others loss 
An old lady will help you Re care 
tut In your dealings with property 
Do not rntagonise youi impioyrr 
An unexpected lourrmy i ir irast 
Borne wl't gain politu m pror inence 
Good dales. 10 It t‘t 

Lucky numbers: fi and f Favour 
aMa dinsetion. South west 




•AGiTTARiUB (Novom- 
’ T bar 22 — Oacomber 22) 

' prospects are ex 

t, t .A oallent this week 
Financially thle should 
prove a vary lucky period You 
ehould expand vour business inter¬ 
ests Much will depend on a secret 
source and the degree of coopera¬ 
tion you receive from Important 
people You can *also trust your 
own hunches and intuitions safely 
Progress may be slow Good 
datee* 10 12 14 end 15 Lucky 
number*. 4 and 7 PavoureMe direr 
Boiu East 

CAPRICORN (December 
* * 22 — January 20) A 

II * weak of intensive actlv 
: Hy is torecase Your 

’ prospects era brighter 
than before You should exploit the 
fevouiable olellar mlluonces now In 
operation Happy domestic relations 
will bp a source ul joy You will 
gain through a secret source or 
es'-ociation Push sll you* ulfalrs to 
the utmoor of yuur ibiiilv Good 
datee: «i 11 12 tnd ta Lucky 
numbera. 6 and 10 Fevourebla 
direction. West 

^ AQUARIUS (January 21 
^ — February 10) You 

. niake fantastic pro 

* oresR on the financial 

front You are, how¬ 
ever. Btrongly advised against mix¬ 
ing business with plea^uir Oo not 
allow a persor of the opposite sex 
to Interfere with your business 
affairs Some obstacles may be 
placed In your path Deal tactfully 
with subordinates and kneo your 
employers end bosses In good 
humout Seek occult advice Good 
dates' 8 to It and 15 Luehy 
numbers: 3 and e FavouraMt dirao- 
tion. South-east 

' C PiSCES (February 20 ~ 
March 20) Youi own 
ft tends may betray you 
> You will be unneces 
eerily blamed by your 
friends and relaiivos Mnanrlatly 
ihK f u fortuoaie period Avoid 
aiqumer'tt vrlth friondr, and employ¬ 
er Tl e home front reqoife«> your 
a'tent on Do not lertd money Do 
not be ever optim stu Good 
dates 9 to 1? and 14 Lucky nuiw- 
bers 7 and 10 Favourable dirae- 
Hon. West 
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Allahabad Bsnk’s . 
Pension Deposit 
to make your retirement secure. 

Thin Ponaion 0"^®*'* multiples 

l•tHomen^ You need to ^ gj 120 months 
onch month lot » P*’^ i^monOdv oi quartoily income 

Alte. which you receive a montwy O Q 

this tnl.lo will give you an idea how the plan works 

lompStim 
rapsyalils 

MonlWv OnartsrW at clotinp 
Income *«««• ot auount 

las pet 

hanii « ™t*s) 


Ponod ol 

“•’"’"V Oapesil 
iMoiitMl 


tJ 


14 


Hs 100. 


Rt too • 


Rs 58 SO 
Ifiom SSth 
month) 

flt.100 00 
(from 85th 
month) 


Rt. 107 SO 
(ham I7lh 
month) 

Rs J04 00 
(from 8Slh 
month) 


Hi. 8351/ 


Rt tl IS?,'. 


Moreover -f you wish, thio reflula. income can also 
devolve on any Poneficnry you choose 
Find out tho details «i the nearest hianch 



AUJUMBMI BANK 

YOUR OWN BANK 

t* Govwmeont ot Imho UmtonaSmo) 






ikiR «nU dryness, 

TuHne-^ftrsi fh^efter betti* 




> .1 




y . -v' 


lest thfti 9 «t n^ht 
for 8 more fatdnlnlt; 
youthful yCNyi. 


' *. > ■ Y-, 

• /J-W'l 





■ i9p49^ ten4dmm^_ 

iai^ tQ beai TinfeliMio'; 


imKitKt of Ciilnfttt 
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chess 



(Btaek) «> omw* 



Van ftlamadi* IWMb) 


Liubcjavk. Sn0llsh upanlrx]. 

1 . fk-OM. N-«a3: a. n—CM, a. 

H-m, *. PnP. HmP; •. ^-ICMS. 

M-On; «. l»-M; ParadoKtcaHy 

anough this is Black's moat aggrassivs oon 
VnuaHon. avotcUng all aaohiHvas and pr* 
parinjljo^rt Mp a strong pawrn osntni with 


r. m-oa. P—PM: a. imandmg 

B a N-r. and M—B4—a plan wlMch Patrosian 
has uaad «ri1h sucoass 

„ •-<»: •. 0-0, Ik-KIMt Typical 
L|ut> 0 |iiwlc 

M. Ik-M. B-M» Withlhs point 11. B X N7 
BkB. 12 NkP.PsP. 13. BP*P.O-Q6r 
11. W—M, B-KSi la. B-IU, B—OU A 

tactical datanoa of tha QBP—H 13. N a BP7 
thanlS.. .8x8.14 KaB.BaM:lB BxB 

0r-0«4 


13. 0-01. P^-04; 14. B—N3. O-Ot: IK. 
N-OS, BaB; IB KaB, P-IMI Still 
strongar than tha Immadlala 16 . , P a P 

toUowod ny . , P—B6 

ir. B-M; 13. M(B»—Ol.PaP: IB 

BBaP, B-3WI SB PaP, O-IW-f XI. 

K-oa, orP4; aa. m-m b-m; xb 
M|B 1 )-«X 0-4134: a*. K-M 1 k H-OI; m 

ofOsr to win Btack mual Introduca mpus 
plaeaa into tha attack. aB N B B (DUkO 
Km*} BK . . . MBB-KXI Simpis and 
SadaiaB. Tha wtiMs Wshop wHi tM loat SB 
0—01, Playing tor chocks. XB. NxP, than 
MmpiyaS . ., NaB wins a plaaa. 

ML.., O-nr 4; B2. K-aa, P a P; and MiMa 
•aaiBnad without gMng tha tiw “spMi" 
ehaeks. SB 0-0*4. k-B2; 83 O-^-^. 
K-WI oic 


BBAZH. B a oounfiy lanownatf for eoMw 
and eamiMat. laM ohaaa? Tha a owoia W o n la 
not Phan mada. yat BwU wot only po n saa 
saa on* of tha aironBaa t pfatwia In tha 
amdd, dia tu r t u tan t young Hanrigua Maoh* 

IfA IHJI li AIHI MHMilJMtt — ■diM dl 
laWrWIiOvIMf VWrTWnVvW OTi ■ 


In itn PaAopoda haolad an imai 
■onai tournamant and ana of tfia faro fodB 
eewiing imafaoha B wW ba tmt m «a imw- 
nWaamaaltinBal WadaJanairo. M e B etat 

■ iPiVPVWOTWI OPIfipVIHiPn aVi Wfy 

aataBNahad In Mo Paulo m rooini yaara. 

•Aa Paulo iBlt wao oignMleant ao VIkioi 
Pot oh na f a that taumanant 


tfouaraiat World Championahip match Isat 
aummar. Aa H tumad out Korchnoi did not 
ha«o Ihirtga aN hia own way. OaapMs making 
a vary hl^ acor* ot 10 out of 13 <7 wkm, 3 
draws), ha had to ahora firal plaaa with 
Lpiboiavic (known oa 'LuBo' to hla 
Watxla lor obwtoua r aaao n a of oot w o nl - 
anen). 

Tha ton rsault; tal-Korchnoi (BwRaorland), 
yubolovte (VugoBlavia) 10.3wl«».Anda ra a n n 
( B waoan). Ohaorghiu (Romanii^ 8, 
Sth-Uiin (IK), SlMn (England) 7). 
Tth" Byma (US). Panno (ArganUna), S agal 
(BraiH). Rocha (8ra>H)ai; It. aunya(Braril) 
4i. 12. Van Riomadyk (BnurH) 4, 13. Braga 
(Brazil) 3). 14. Fllguth (BrazU} B Tha laault 
waa a pardcularty firm ona for LJubopuic 
who haa tiaan ttw loading plaimr in Vugo- 
alavSa for aoma yaara now. Hla caiaor waa 
intarrvplod In 1977 by a yoor'a oompuiaory 
mllllary aaivioa (avan ch s ss ptepra ara not 
oxompt In Vugoslavia), ainca wMch ho has 
boon airuggling to racaptura hp oartlar 
form. Hla p^ormartoa in S3o Paulo, how- 
awar. prowoa ha P back to hp bast Look out 
lor hP unpronoiincoobP namo in iho lorih- 
eomlng kitoraonap Ms oouM wail gusllfy 
tor tha CsndWalas’ Sarps 
An axampp of hP ag gr assha txioom. 
promising slyP' Whiia- VOn Rpmadyh. 

MICHAEL STEAN 


bridge 


SINCE Hoamrd Schsnhsn dM a taw 
months ago. ootumniali In Amartaa ha«o 
lacaltad aoaaral of tha tlrw ptays ottrtiutsd 
to him. This ona waa d aa crl ba d by Atoort 
Morahaad oa Ihs outatanding hand of tha 
yaar In 1348: 


Daap r , EasL Qams PI. 
B J to 3 a 4 

V 7 a 

3 37 2 
* 3 32 


* — 

V J343 
a K10334 
* K J37 


N 

W E 


B A 3 .1 2 
B K O 10 9 
a J S 

B 034 


B K 08 7 
BASE 
B AOS 
* A 10 3 


Etft ^MnMf OW 8M09 80u9t CiWfOi^ 
tad wNh 1NT, Was* bldTPo DlarnondP. and 
Seutfi SNT. tha find co ntr ad 
Waal tad B 3 to tha Jack and Ousan What 
dW Hooiard play tH Irtek lwo7 You wonT 
guaaa untaaa you'tm aaon K bafora. Ha 
ralumad tha 3 of dtamondol Wbol won and 
ph ya d a Mtd d tam ondtoela ar dtaatd O n 
Vita trick BaaL aa toraaaan. dPowdad a 
opoda. You aoa tha oMkI of diat? 

Thta nokt dial. boMar a u thanth p lad. 
ohowa how to pick up too by haon biddInB 
and ptay: 


B A 34 
B 0 I 7 
B A0373 

BAB 


B ajta 

B 34 
B J to 3 4 

B 338 
N 

W I 

• 


108 B I 
K42 
K32 
K 73 


B K 7 

B AO 10B3 

3 3 

B O J 10 4 3 


South opohad OnaHMrtln tftirdpoatiton. 
Wool doublo d and Mat faMOMod Ona 

« . South In ad W aad t y Md Two Cluba 
waa douMod Air laai and paaaod out 

VWmWVIi MIQBn wfVi 9A mnO 

AS. Mar piayad tom - o gaoa motra to 


pnswont dummy ftom gaining on onhy. 
b a P aaar tad BK, wMcn waa ollowad to 
hoM. and foUawad with B 7. Waal won and 
ufktartad hla dtamond honaura, anoMng 
Eaal to draw a VWd round of trumpo. Now 
tha dactatar waa toroad to looa P*o trtaka In 
haarli. tor ono down 

TERENCE REESE 


stamps 



SOON otiar CEPT. tha Conloianoo at Euro- 
poan Poop atxf T ataoommuntcationa. waa 
tormad In 1983. mambor cou ntr taa waib 
Invftad to portlclpata In on annual Poua of 
oiampt hotmurlng lha work of ttw oontar- 
onoo In promottog tha ktaal of Eu ro paan 
unity. For lha aarfy Pouaa a common b aol c 
daoign waa choaan aoch yaar, toi awary 
ooufitry to uaa, but In racont yaa r a ortly lha 
ganaral thoma haa baan agiaad. ta m rf hg 
oounblas fraa to maka thair oam Iritorprato- 
lion For 1373 lha thama P 'tha hptory of 
lha Poat Ofitoa' Saimral oountrpa tiipfa 
ehooan to depict dOtarant modoa of mail 
iranaport. from atogacooeh to apaba-ora(t. 
but arm of tha two otampa from looiond hop 
a naal daaipn ohowlng a postboy's man.Bag 
arxf post'horn 

C.W. HILL 


quiz 


OUEtnONt 

t. What It Iht work of tha Royal 
InatlluUon 7 

2. Ih horaa racing, who Is an 
30347 

3. In fancing, what la a barriga 7 

4. In OrMk mythology, who waa 
allowad to raturn to aarth avory 
apring and aummar 7 

6. Who propotad tha Point-Four 
Programma 7 

e. Whara la S(ax7 

7. Who wara tha Bona of Ubarty 7 
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*Pte MiaA Bjoui lo xta oaKMi y t 
'Maiaaaai ogpuBiaa 
ptioiiqnd put uuopad oi sozt 
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LET BEALITY 
GO TO YOUR HEAD 



JUST ONE 
HAIRSPRAY 
TAKES CARE OF 
ALL KINDS OF 
HAIRSTYLES 

What good is a beautiful 
hairstyle, if it can't 
stay that way > 

Long, short or coiffured , 
hairstyles stay naturally 
in place with Poise 
Hairspray Potse holds 
hair gently, but firmly 
Shows up Its gleaming, 
natural highlights 
Sprays on evenly 
Brushes clean away 
No stickiness and 
no flaky particles 


poise 

HAIRSPRAY 

«n 
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* -;Sc^\ 3000 year dd recipe for total health 




Dabur Chyawanprash 
builds family health in 
four waysi 


I Hunt in ( 

» h J>M 
'Htc it'nr 
imp, am! i) 
I V nit, mat 

l,lr»< 



1. Keeps bod> tissues young 
Dabui (. hyawanprash slovis 
down the wear of body tissues 

2. Builds body immunity 
Dabut Chyawanprash raises 
the total body resistance, and 
IS also indicated in coughs 
and colds 

3. Builds alertness 

Dabur Chyawanprash helps 
build alertness in children and 
develops the faculties in old 
age 

4. Has anabolic properties 

Dabur C hyawanprash helps in 
the upbuilding of the body 

rht retipr for Ch\ananpra%k dates 
bulk tner toon tears tthep, tt »s said, 
till pht iuianr of the gods preserlhed 
It for Kishi t hsastana to restore hit 
south although the oldest health 
lomi m the morld it it today 
manulatturid hs Dahirr m a modem, 
^i^irHi^am^ull^utomate^aaor^ 


4 It AkurveJic health tonic 

tsabuKimmiimim 

At4itable at .ill Icaainn thcmiMs and medii.al shops 


uL 





Ncxjiishment in 
eierKdrop!^ 



for lustroui groH(/i of my hair 
I u\e keo-Karpm every day Uenth 
perfumed non-\ti(ky keo-Karpm t\ 
light yet so nourishing ' ^ 

km'IMii 

Hjur Oii ' 
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Medical 
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The changing profile of Africa 


U 10) . 



Now Stats tank tha larpaat Indian bank. 

opana Rapraaantativa Offloas In Lagoa and Oar-aa>Salaam. 


T oOav Africa It tally 
an i (Konomicaliv powerfo 
enough to coniand with 
|( a world I moat advanced 
< iiuritriai State Bank 
•etogniset the tremendous 
itntantiai it holds and the 
•levsnue of I tdia tn Afncan 
devaloprnent in terms 
of iniermadiata tachnology 
Our 1 Qvv Bsprettntailua 
O'hcet will therefore help to 
en arge economtc end 
• ade coiDsratiOt between 
A* re a^a India 
Bee dee servKing the itatei 
oi N ueria and Tensente 


out Representatives wiM have 
the mob lily Ui i over a lot 
of ground in n« ighbounng 
Affican countries They would 
I e hepoy to be of se'vice to 
Indian businessmen seeking 
trade end credit infoimatio<> 
details of tender opportu 
'lilies advice on ioint 
venture possibilities*- in 
tect the who‘a range of 
non-operetional mternetionel 
banking services 
^ou must be having an 
interest n West and East 
Afrtea Then remember 


State Bank of India 
(Representative Officei Ltd 
Plot No 1287 
33 Akin Adeshula Street 
Victoria Island 
Post Box No 50641 
Lagos NIGERIA 
Cable BANKREP 

Representative 
Stete Bank of India 
N I C I'vestment Houee 
8th floor 

Independence Avertue 
Post Bok No 2748 
Oar>es-Stlssm TANZANIA 


these eddresaet 


leiapnona airei exi oo 
Ceble thistle 

SUMBMHC Telex 4t048'4124e 

- - nAPFX 
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DELHI DIARY 


ELECTION BONUS 


SKVbN offlcns of the Central 
Infoioiation Service manning some 
crucial puDls in various media 
units of the 1 and B Ministry, who 
were supposed to have retired 
betuic the election, are being 
given extensioas The excuse, of 
couise. IS the elections. An officer 
in chiirge of the allocation of 
newspiinl, who was due for re 
Uremenl on November 30, has 
been givin a four month extension 
He IS said to be a veiy anommo- 
datiiiK person In these days of 
pn}Hi sDMitagi, hwiog a ii^n like 
bun makes things a lot easiei 
Ay,III! a vrntor olhcei who is 
known >oi ihe ispiusirt of a parti 
(utai puhtiiai "liiii ‘. and is now 
looking ultei adniinistiation onlv, 
may take over charge of eletlion 
publicity in the FIB foi this be 
Is being given a thiee-month ex 
tension He wouW otherwise have 
reined on December 31 To make 
ihi whole thing look above board 
an ordei has been issued saving 
that all officers retiring before 
1 ebi uai V next be given extensions, 
on gioundv that nave been cun 
ousl> destiibed as exieptlonal’ 

UNTOUCHABL E 

IHl (untiiiveisial book ol Mr 
Mohammad Yunus, i'erouns. Pas 
swiis and PoJcfies (SUNDAY Nov 
It) has piovoked a mixed reaction 
III the capitals journalistic (lulea 
lYhlle mans' juuinalists haw been 
left untouened by Yunus scathing 
tomacks a nuinbei of otbeis have 
been shocked and stunned bv hi« 
sitiiuhc pi use ilu ownei of a 
famous chain ut newspapeis has 
even feme to the extent of issuing 
^necilii diie«tions that no pait oi 
the bewk Iw touched bv the stoff 
01 cuircsnondeots ot aiiv of hi« 
papi IS oitliei os review or as an 
evil ul Ol m anv evihes toim He 
has even is.smd oideis to the 
news agency to which hiv pap'ts 
•ubsenbe not to tiansmit aiivtnmg 
on thi txiok 


CONFUSED PARTY 
OF INmA__ 

111] UlM has been rocked by the 
news ol lu chairman Mr S A 
Diiiige s t'Mgnattun, a move that 
his conloiiniii'd the contusion in 
the Pat tv Such IS the contusion 
»hat the I'aity s central committee 
h IS no ide I • I the State uniLs 
vi(w« on the II piogtatnon of 
a imn and ehcsion stialegy for 
livMami while the local unit ot 
thi Parts m Delhi wuisnt keen to 
(Oiliest even a single seal in tin. 


coming Pai llamentgry poll, the 
ocntral leadcrabip, when It met 
without Ml Dango, decided that 
the Delhi unit muat conteat at 
least one scat in the capital—the 
Delhi badat scat This has Jeo 
pardiaed relations between the 
CPI and other partneis of the 
Lok Dal Ckingress Left Parties 
alhaDcc This has certainly en¬ 
hanced the pi aspects ol the Con 
giess (I) candidate foi the seat, 
Jagdish Tytlei. 


PAWAR-SAKLECHA 

CLUB 


WHY has the Charan Singh Gov¬ 
ernment ictt the Madhya Pradesh 
Janata (mvernmeat undisturbed'^ 
According to Lok Dal souices in 
MP, the PM bos beem making per¬ 
iodic phone calls to Deputy PM 



4 

SC-ii' Uit 4 u»OUt 

and Home Minister Y B Chasan, 
saving that CMnsideting the cHtarges 
of nepotism, conuption and ad 
ministrative bunghngs against the 
Saklecha Ministry the Centre 
should take the extreme step of 


dismissing it on grounds of Con 
atitutlonal breakdown. But Mr 
Chavan's protege, Mr Sharad 
Pawar, who is Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra is said to have plead¬ 
ed with the former not to resort to 
any such step For obvious reasons 
the Pavyar Mmistry depends en 
tirely on Janata support which 
means mamiy Jana Sangh support 
and the Janata high commano m 
Delhi has made it clear to Mi ' 
Pawar that any attempt to distrub j 
the Madhya Pradesh MinisUy will ! 
have its repercussions in Malta 
rashtra. 


MAKEN, A FORCE 


IHL Congiess bos chosen to pui 
up Ml Laht Maken os its caiid ; 
date for Delhi Sadai. Mr Makeii , 
who did a lot of work during the 
textile strike carries with him a 
laige ihunk ot the INTUC linked i 
working class votes in the aiia i 
which has a number ot Uxtile 
mills Hod it not been fui Mi 
Maken s candidature, the INlT'c 
votes would have accrued to thi 
Congress (I), tcu which leason no 
less a pc I son than Mr Sanjay 
Gandhi is making every efiort to | 
elbow out Maken Mr Gandhi 
went to th(‘ extent of prcssuiis 
mg Maken ■> fathei in-faw, Mr i 
Shankar Dayal Shamia. who is in 
the Congre^O) (J), to dissuade his 
son in law from contesting agomsc 
Tytlcr 


FIGHTING SHY 


WHEN Babuj] fell ill on November 
28, the rumoui spread that he was 
planning to join the Congress (D 
The Congress (D added credence 
to this by postponing the release 
of Its list of candidates, scheduled 
for that day, for tbe coming 
Parliamentary polls The rumoui 
grew into a suspicion and the 
question ‘Is he going?' became tbe 
common refrain m aU discussions 
on the political situation during 
tbe day A well-informed journa 
tut was beard in tbe lENS build 
mg on the morning of November 
79 saying "Actually Mrs Gandhi 
is waiting for Babujl to approach 
her and Babujl is waiting foi Mis 
Gandhi to approach him You sec 
they know each other too well, 
and Mrs Gandhi is afraid to make 
the first move Ttve fact is they 
do not trust each other Babuil 
him-self told me that the cmly two 
leacicrs in Indian politics who 
trust each other are Indira and 
Solijay ” 


D E NIZAMUDOIN 





THElOW<ARE 
LONG-UFE battery: 
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The Exide cjr battery 
combines the c haracteristtr s of 
two animals The camel and 
the elephant 

The camel in Exide 

Like the ramei Cxide needs 
i/ery little maintonance It can 
go without fresh m take ot 
water over longer periods ot 
time 

A break through m battery 
technology, is the special grid 
alloy in Exide battery which 
among other benefits results 
in low heating within the 
battery and hence less loss of 
water due to evaporation The 
resultant benefit is a reduction 
in the number of topping up 
operations by 40% 

The etophent in Exide 

Mom batteries fail due to 
overcharging and corrosion of 
plates Tlw M>acial grid alloy 
makes the plates 30% more 
resistant to over charge and 
hence corrosion The resultant 
benefit brings out the elephant 
m Exide ^-longer life 


A A 


Additional innovations 
in Exide that ensure 
maximum starting power 
and longer life 

* Special Grid Wire 
Pattern 

Grid wires of triiUiqulHr 
ctO'-o section* ensurt bettei 
adhesion ot .k twr m.ileria! 

* Lug Strength bhoddmq 
of df livi nridtenal from the 
plates IS minimoed by tht 
cl jsely cast lattir es direr tly 
b( low the l.ig whicti 
provide a greater surface 
foi adhesion 

Plate lock A unique 
plate iix k heat sealed to 
the lid and ttie contamer 
prevents plate movements 
inside the ceils, thereby 
reducing vibration and 
metal fatigue 






Exide 

Still keeps going 
when the rest 
have stopped 
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